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PREFACE. 


Tlie  work  of  preparing  for  publication  tlie  Official  Records  ot  tbe 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  winch  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant  Commander 
P.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was  relieved 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The 
first  five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration, 
and  the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution 

of  these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 

On  December  8,  1899,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  P.  Colvoco- 
resses.  U.  S.  Navy,  was  ordered  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  compi¬ 
lation  and  publication  of  the  Records. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  ot 
vessels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional 

maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports 
of  any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  tbe  Confederate  reports. 
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IT.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as 
far  as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  liave  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  iu  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  mauy  dupli¬ 
cates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  flies  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  eleventh  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  11),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
Kortli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  2S,  1804,  to  Feb¬ 
ruary  1,  1865.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  12)  gives  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  February  2  to 
August  3,  1865;  and  the  operations  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  from  October  29,  1861,  to  May  13,  1862. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane¬ 
ous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each  vol¬ 
ume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without  other 
subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single  events, 
in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the  chrono¬ 
logical  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents  have 
been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edward  K.  Rawson, 

George  P.  Colvocoresses, 
Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compilers. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  I).  C.,  April,  1001. 

N ote. _ The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 

tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894) : 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  ot  the 
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Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Tlie  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and.  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig¬ 
nate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  A  merica  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty- first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  por  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup¬ 
plying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

i.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Serames,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic.  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865.  v 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Morvine,  U.  S.  X.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blocking  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  X. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  FT.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  X.,  1862. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  X. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  X .,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  X. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  X. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Xaval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1861. 

Xaval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1861-1862 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  X. 

Xaval  Forceson  W estern  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862. 

‘Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  X. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Po”ter,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862-1884. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 

*  Xaval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  X. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  tnose  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Xa/al 
AFar  Records,  Xavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  TV  A  R  SERVING  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  I1LOOE - 
A  DING  SQUADRON ,  FEBRUARY  2  TO  AUGUST  3,  1SG5. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Fourth  . . . 

Third  . . .  - 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Alpha.* 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  .. . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Boxer.t 

Fourth  . . . 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

F ourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Commodore  Morris . 

Fourth  ... 

Fourth  .\ . 

Fourth  . . . 

F ourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Delta  4 

Second  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Epsilon.  § 

Third . 

Fourth  . . . 

Third  .... 

Third . 

Gamma.  || 

*  Same  as  Picket  Boat  No.  i .  t  Same 

f  Formerly  Tristram  Sbandv.  §  Same 


N  W  R — VOL  12 - II 


Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

98 

4 

145 

10 

144 

10 

22 

Screw  steamer . 

30 

4 

90 

7 

Mortar  schooner . 

39 

2 

Ironclad  steamer . 

145 

4 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

82 

3 

Screw  steamer . 

24 

2 

Ordnance  ship . 

35 

— 

Screw  steamer . 

35 

4 

41 

3 

Side- wheel  steamer . . 

32 

3 

Screw  steamer . 

96 

10 

Ironclad  steamer .  . 

70 

1 

Screw  steamer . 

42 

2 

Supply  ship . 

23 

1 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

72 

10 

Ironclad  steamer . 

51 

1 

Screw  steamer . - . 

64 

6 

46 

3 

16 

12 

2 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

96 

7 

68 

6 

88 

6 

29 

6 

Coast- Survey  steamer . 

56 

2 

Screw  steamer . 

79 

7 

60 

4 

do  . 

57 

8 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

68 

3 

Ironclad  steamer . 

174 

2 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

96 

4 

Screw  steamer . 

70 

8 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

53 

3 

135 

10 

Screw  steamer . 

73 

3 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

137 

7 

Screw  steamer . 

144 

11 

Boat  No.  4.  ||  Same  as  Picket  Boat  No.  3. 

Boat  No.  5. 

XVII 


Tonnage. 

880 

974 

1,  264 

200 

156 

820 

199 

1,  006 

530 

60 

407 

163 

321 

176 

858 

614 

144 

362 

974 

614 

507 

296 

50 

100 

513 

376 

532 

513 

545 

391 

682 

357 

3,  033 

700 

350 

344 

955 

699 

900 

738 

as  Picket 

as  Picket 
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LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 


United  States  vessels  of  war 


Name. 


General  Putnam . 

Gettysburg . 

Glance . 

Governor  Buckingham 

Granite . 

Harcourt . 

Henry  Brinker . 

Henry  Janes . 

Hetzel . 

Howquah . 

Hoyt . 

Hunchback . 

Huron . 

Iosco  . 

Isaac  N.  Seymour . 

John  L.  Lockwood _ 

Kansas . 

Keystone  State . 

Lehigh . 

Lenapee . 

Lilac . 

Lilian . 

Little  Ada . 

Mackinaw . 

Mahopac . 

Malvern _ _ 

Maratanza . 

Martin . 

Massasoit . 

Mattabesett . 

Maumee . 

Mendota . 

Miami . 

Moccasin . 

Monadnock . 

Montauk . 

Montgomery . 

Monticello . 

Mount  Y  ernon . . 

Mount  Washington. . . . 

Mystic . 

Nansemond . 

New  Berne . 

New  Ironsides . 

Nyack . 

Onondaga . 

Osceola . 

Pawtuxet . 

Pequot  . 

Phlox . 

Picket  Boat  No.  1 . 

Picket  Boat  No.  3 . . 

Picket  Boat  No.  4 . 


serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February 
2  to  August  3,  1865 — Continued. 


Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

F ourth  . . . 

149 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

32 

4 

Fourth  ... 

726 

. do . 

96 

7 

80 

14 

Third . 

886 

112 

6 

Fourth  ... 

75 

Sailing  sloop . 

15 

1 

75 

68 

Fourth  . . . 

108 

. do . 

18 

1 

Fourth  . . . 

261 

Schooner . 

41 

0 

Fourth  ... 

301 

Side-wheel  steamer. .  . 

69 

2 

Fourth. . . 

397 

Screw  steamer . . 

55 

4 

19 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

517 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

99 

7 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

76 

6 

Third . 

974 

164 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

133 

30 

2 

Fourth  ... 

180 

. do . 

30 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

108 

8 

Third.... 

1,  364 

163 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

844 

Irouclad  steamer . 

93 

2 

Third . 

974 

147 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

129 

Screw  steamer . 

17 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

630 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

63 

2 

F  ourth  . . . 

196 

Screw  steamer . 

37 

2 

Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

145 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

1,034 

Ironclad  steamer . 

92 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

627 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

68 

3 

Third . 

786 

111 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

35 

Screw  steamer . 

9 

974 

141 

10 

Third . 

974 

. do . 

145 

10 

Fourth  .  .< 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

96 

6 

Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

144 

10 

Third . 

730 

134 

g 

Fourth  . . . 

192 

Screw  steamer . 

29 

3 

Third . 

1,  564 

146 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

844 

. do . 

88 

4 

Third . 

787 

Screw  steamer . . 

110 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

655 

. do . 

96 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

625 

. do . 

50 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

500 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

40 

1 

Fourth  . . . 

541 

Screw  steamer . 

65 

7 

Fourth  . . . 

340 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

63 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

.  948 

Screw  steamer . 

92 

6 

FL 't . 

3,  486 

Ironclad  steamer . 

376 

18 

Fouru 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

118 

8 

Second  . . . 

1,  250 

Ironclad  steamer . 

130 

4 

Third . 

974 

145 

10 

Third . 

974 

. do . 

189 

12 

F  ourth  . . . 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

130 

12 

Fourth  . . . 

317 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

32 

Fourth  . . . 

55 

Screw  steamer . 

9 

Fourth  . . . 

55 

. do . 

Fourth  ... 

50 

. do . 

4 

LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR.  XIX 

United  States  vessels  of  tear  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February 
2,  1865,  to  August  3,  1865 — Concluded. 


Name. 

Bate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

55 

10 

60 

5 

JT  1C Ktj  l  -Li Li  LI  Li  L 11  U.  vi  -  — . 

Third _ 

974 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

181 

12 

93 

Screw  steamer . 

20 

2 

-t  oppy . . 

Third  .. 

1,  202 

154 

12 

327 

Bark . 

85 

3 

80 

90 

1 

1,517 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

157 

12 

First . 

3,435 

Ironclad  steamer . 

347 

6 

350 

Storeship . -  -  • 

9 

1 

73 

Screw  steamer . 

16 

1 

Samuel  Rotan . 

Fourth  . . . 

212 

Sailing  schooner . t . 

29 

4 

844 

Ironclad  steamer . 

86 

2 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Second. . . . 

1, 567 

Side-wheel  steamer . . 

143 

11 

974 

. do . 

145 

10 

Third . 

1,034 

Ironclad  steamer . 

81 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

90 

6 

974 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

160 

ii 

Shawmut . 

Fourth  . . . 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

35 

8 

700 

Side-wheel  steamer . . 

112 

6 

125 

Screw  steamer . 

14 

2 

Spuyten  Dnyvil . 

Fourth  ... 

116 

. do . 

22 

rr 

Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

145 

10 

rjy  1 

327 

Screw  steamer . 

75 

b 

Tristram  Shandy . 

Fourth  . . . 

444 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

80 

o 

Unadilla . 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

81 

6 

56 

. do . 

20 

Valley  City . 

Fourth  . . . 

190 

. do . 

48 

6 

Vicksburg . 

Third . 

886 

122 

7 

254 

. do . 

44 

3 

65 

. do . 

14 

2 

"Western  World . 

Fourth  . . . 

441 

. do . 

29 

5 

Whitehead . 

Fourth  ... 

139 

. do . 

45 

4 

. 

390 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

41 

4 

334 

Sailing  ship . 

29 

i 

W  illiam  Badger . 

Third . 

974 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

145 

14 

_ 

TTT  1  1 1 

Fourth  . . . 

458 

Screw  steamer . 

68 

\V  y  andotte . . . 

— 

997 

. .  J  do . 

135 

Wyoming . 

1  .  d* 

593 

113 

Fourth  ... 

173 

. do . 

13 

2 

Young  America . 

Zeta* 

Fourth  . . 

127 

. do . 

25 

2 

Zouave  . 

Sami'  as  Picket  Boat  No.  6. 
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LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

> 

TJNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  FLOCK  AD- 
IN  G  SQUADRON ,  OCTOBER  29,  1S61,  TO  MAT  13,  1S62. 


Name. 


Albatross . 

Arago . 

Augusta . 

Bibb . 

Bienville . 

Courier . . 

Cumberland  ... 

Curlew . 

Currituck . 

Bale . 

Barlington . 

Bawu . 

E.  B.  Hale . 

Ellen . 

Flag . 

Flambeau . 

Florida . . 

G.  W.  Blunt . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. . 

Hatteras . 

Henry  Andrew  . 

Hope . 

Huron . 

Isaac  Smith . 

James  Adger  ... 
Keystone  State  . 

Madgie . 

Mercury . 

Minnesota . 

Mohican . 

Monticello . 

Norwich . 

0.  M.  Pettit . 

Onward . 

Ottawa . 

Pocahontas . 

Potomska . 

E.  B.  Forbes _ 

Release . 

Restless . 

Roebuck . 

Sabine . 

Sachem . . 

St.  Lawrence  . . . 

Savannah . 

Seminole . 

Seneca . 

Shepherd  Knapp 

Sumpter . 

Susquehanna  ... . 

Unadilla . . 

Uncas . . 


Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

378 

68 

5 

.  Third..  .. 

1,  310 

130 

9 

1,558 

167 

9 

554 

27 

3 

1,  72G 

288 

24 

Fourth  .  . . 

380 

88 

Fourth  ... 

193 

. do . 

52 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

566 

123 

15 

300 

23 

399 

34 

2 

220 

46 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

341 

2 

Third . 

938 

116 

7 

850 

75 

2 

Third . 

1,  261 

118 

9 

Fourth  . . . 

121 

15 

1 

Fourth  . . . 

371 

Bark . 

74 

4 

1, 126 

65 

4 

Fourth  ... 

177 

49 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

134 

Schooner . 

13 

i 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

80 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

453 

96 

9 

Third . 

1, 151 

98 

9 

Third . 

1,  364 

. do . 

119 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

218 

Screw  steamer . 

45 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

187 

46 

2 

First . 

3,307 

540 

47 

Third . 

994 

Screw  steamer . 

125 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

655 

. do . . . 

96 

3 

Fourth  ... 

450 

. do . 

75 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

165 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

30 

2 

'  Fourth  . . . 

874 

Ship . 

g 

Fourth  ... 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

82 

4 

Third . 

694 

. do . 

95 

6 

Fourth  ... 

287 

. do . 

72 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

165 

. do . 

51 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

327 

Ship . 

19 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

265 

. do . 

70 

4 

Fourth  ... 

455 

. do . 

62 

4 

Second.... 

1,726 

Sailing  frigate . 

395 

49 

Fourth  . . . 

197 

Screw  steamer . 

39 

5 

Second. ... 

1,726 

Sailing  frigate . 

374 

52 

Second.... 

1,726 

Sloop  of  war . 

264 

26 

Third . 

801 

120 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

. do . 

80 

5 

Fourth  ... 

838 

Ship . . 

102 

8 

Fourth  . . . 

460 

Screw  steamer . 

81 

5 

First . 

2,  450 

2fU 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

85 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

192 

. do . 

72 

3 

LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR, 


XXI 


United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October 
29,  1861,  to  May  13,  1862 — Continued. 


Name. 

Kate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Vandalia . 

Fourth  . . . 

783 

Vermont . 

2,  633 

975 

24 

Victoria . 

254 

3 

Vixen . 

300 

0 

Wabash . 

3,  274 

59.3 

46 

W  amsutta . 

270 

57 

5 

Western  World . 

450 

51 

3 

Wyandotte . 

464 

. do . 

71 

5 

calendae:  ’ 


1861. 

JUNE. 

JURY. 

AUGUST. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

6 

13 

20 

27 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

”7* 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17- 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

SEPTEMBER. 

OCTOBER. 

NOYEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

i 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T.  W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

Q 

O 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1862. 

JANUARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

APRIE. 

MAY. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

T? 

F‘ 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

XXII 


CALENDAR. 


1865. 


FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

APRIU. 

Sun. 

M 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F.  Sat. 

Sun. 

M- 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

39 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

MAY. 

JUNE. 

JULY. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

"l 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

3 

10 

17 

24 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

AUGUST. 

Sun. 

6 

13 

20 

27 

M. 

7 

14 

21 

28 

T. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

W. 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

T. 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

F. 

4 

11 

18 

25 

Sat. 

5 

12 

19 

26 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  FEBRUARY  2,  1865,  TO  AUGUST  3,  1865. 

[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  2,  1865. 
Admiral  Porter  ordered  picket  launch  No.  3  to  Cape  Fear  River. 
Will  send  her  to-day. 

William  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
forbidding  the  examination  of  ironclads  by  foreign  officers. 

Navy  Department,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  if  you  can 
permit  a  captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  to  visit  and  examine  the  Dictator, 
I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  instructions  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Lee  and  Captain  Gansevoort,  dated,  respectively,  December  1,  1862, 
and  November  27,  1803,  forbidding  the  examination  of  ironclads  by 
foreign  officers.  The  same  rule  will  apply  iu  this  case. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forward¬ 
ing  request  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  for  vessels  for 
patrol  duty. 


War  Department,  Washington  City, 

February  3,  1865 — 8:30  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  com¬ 
ply  with  his  request  therein  expressed,  and  keep  two  or  three  war 
vessels  patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Fear  River,  during 
the  transit  of  General  Schofield’s  troops,  which  are  now  embarking  for 
North  Carolina  at  Alexandria  and  Annapolis. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure. — Telegram.  ] 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  3 ,  1865. 

I  think  it  advisable  to  request  the  iNavy  to  keep  two  or  three  vessels 
patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Fear  River,  during  the  tran¬ 
sit  of  Schofield’s  troops.  It  is  barely  possible  for  one  of  the  enemy’s 
privateers  to  be  met  on  that  route  and  do  us  great  injury.  If  you  agree 
with  me,  will  you  please  request  this? 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

•Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  4 ,  1865. 
Are  there  two  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  Rhode  Island ,  at  the  yard  or 
in  the  roads,  available  to  patrol  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Fear  River 
whilst  troops  are  moving  south? 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 


[Telegram.] 

Bermuda  Hundred,  February  4, 1865. 
Vessels  are  being  stationed  at  points  most  required.  Heavy  artillery 
firing  at  front  yesterday. 

William  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


General  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com¬ 
modore  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  in  James  River. 

Cape  Fear  Riyer,  February  4,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  received  your  communication  notifying  me  that  you 
were  in  charge  up  the  James.  I  only  wish  you  had  been  there  sooner, 
and  then  we  would  not  have  had  that  disgraceful  stampede.  I  do  not 
think  the  rebels  will  attempt  anything  more;  they  are  closed  up  for 
this  season,  and  if,  as  General  Grant  says,  he  can  take  Richmond  when 
he  pleases,  which  1  very  much  doubt,  he  may,  I  hope,  soon  have  the 
rams  on  our  side.  I  do  not  understand  the  ram  fever;  I  never  had  it. 
I  have  ordered  Captain  Rhind,  of  the  Agawam ,  to  report  to  you  when 
the  Agawam  is  ready.  You  will  find  him  a  good  person  to  have  in  the 
front.  York  River  is  in  your  division;  will  you  enquire  how  matters 
are  going  on  there? 

There  are  a  number  of  tugs  undergoing  repairs  at  the  yard;  have 
the  most  useful  of  them  sent  to  the  front,  and  ask  Captain  Berrien  to 
hurry  them  up.  I  hope  you  will  try  an  extensive  torpedo  system  near 
the  obstructions,  and  two  or  three  large  ones  on  the  upper  side  of 
Dutch  Gap  would  be  well. 
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There  is  a  guard  boat  at  Fortress  Monroe,  the  Young  America. 
Please  order  him  to  make  his  reports  to  you;  forward  them  to  the 
Department,  and  the  duplicates  to  me.  The  light  houses  are  all  in  our 
charge;  will  you  have  them  examined  frequently  and  kept  in  order.  1 
wrote  some  time  since  for  some  of  the  vessels  to  be  sent  to  New  Berne; 
that  order  is  revoked  for  the  present.  The  guard  vessel  at  Oraney 
Island  is  under  your  charge.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  her  to  board 
vessels,  but  to  look  after  the  coal  schooners  at  the  island.. 

You  will  please  send  me  frequent  reports  of  matters  and  things  and 
do  all  that  you  may  think  necessary  to  make  matters  secure  in  the 
James. 

If  the  vessels  want  men,  apply  direct  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment 
and  Recruiting. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  in  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rolando ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Keystone  State ,  regarding  positions  of 
vessels. 


Cafe  Fear,  February  4,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  keep  your  vessel  off  Flag  Pond  battery  and  be  in 
communication  with  the  army  night  and  day.  You  will  also  keep  the 
vessels  outside  lying  in  a  line  close  into  the  beach,  down  as  far  as  Half 
Moon  battery,  and  the  vessels  will  under  no  consideration  leave  these 
stations  unless  ordered  by  me  to  do  so. 

The  enemy  must  be  shelled  whenever  they  show  themselves  or  give 
indications  of  their  presence.  The  Keystone  State,  Montgomery,  Aries, 
Emma,  Howquah,  and  Vicksburg  must  lie  within  half  a  mile  of  each 
other,  ready  to  support  the  army  at  all  times,  and  the  vessel  containing 
the  army  signal  officer  must  always  be  close  to  Flag  Pond  battery. 

I  wish  you  to  see  that  this  arrangement  is  carried  out. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expeditions  to  Little 
River  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and  6,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

O  ff  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  entered  Little  River,  South 
Carolina,  on  the  night  of  the  4tli  instant,  and  proceeding  about  8  miles 
up  with  four  boats  and  50  men,  landed  in  the  small  town  ot  All  Saints 
Parish  on  Little  River.  The  town  was  placed  under  guard  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I  succeeded  in  capturing  some  sol¬ 
diers  and  arms.  I  held  the  place  all  the  next  day  and  discovered  and 
destroyed  about  $15,000  worth  of  cotton.  I  also  captured  two  flats  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  containing  cotton  (23  bales),  which  had  some¬ 
time  since  been  removed  from  a  blockade  runner  to  lighten  her.  This 


6  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

% 

we  brought  off,  together  with  some  negroes.  The  South  Carolina  plant¬ 
ers,  ancl  all  men  whom  I  met,  professed  to  be  willing  to  come  back  under 
the  old  Government,  and  most  of  them  seemed  to  be  loyal  men,  only 
awaiting  emancipation  from  military  rule. 

On  the  6th  I  sent  two  boats’  crews  ashore  in  Shallotte  Inlet,  under 
command  of  Acting  Master  Charles  A.  Pettit.  He  surprised  and  routed 
the  rebel  force  detailed  to  collect  provision  in  that  county,  captured  6 
soldiers,  with  their  arms  and  equipments,  and  destroyed  the  stores  that 
had  been  gathered  for  the  enemy  at  Fort  Anderson.  The  soldiers  lately 
stationed  there  (at  Shallotte)  had  been  withdrawn  to  assist  in  the 
defense  of  Wilmington.  A  hundred  rebels  are  still  at  Lockwood’s 
Folly.  The  woods  are  full  of  deserters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Cushing, 
Lieutenan t,  Com  rn  a  n ding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


[Telegram.] 

II.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Bermuda  [Hundred],  February  5,  1865. 

I  directed  the  vessels  in  the  lower  part  of  James  Kiver  to  cooperate 
with  General  Graham  in  destroying  some  torpedo  boats  said  to  be  in 
Pagan  Creek. 

W.  Badford,  Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hargous,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrest  of 

of  Mr.  G.  IF.  Lane. 

National  Hotel, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  February  5, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Lane  is  now  under  arrest 
and  in  charge  of  the  provost  marshal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  Hargous, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  February  6, 1865. 
Sir:  On  the 31st  ultimo  the  Deparment  authorized  Commander  F.  A. 
I  ’arker  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla  to  Back  Biver  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  to  take  command  of  the  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squad¬ 
ron  within  those  limits. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

•  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  j 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  6,  1S65. 

Cambridge  was  ordered  to  Port  Royal.  Let  her  go,  hut  to  go  over 
the  route  of  the  troops  to  Fort  Fisher,  theuce  to  Port  Royal. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk ,  Ya. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of 

vessels  to  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  order  contained  in  Department’s  letter  ot  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  last,  I  have  ordered  the  Heliotrope  (now  at  Norfolk)  and  one  of 
the  picket  boats  from  James  River  to  proceed  to  St.  Iuigoes,  Md.,  and 
report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wtelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


General  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  6, 1865. 
Commodore  :  Apply  to  the  Department  at  once  to  make  up  deficien¬ 
cies  of  officers,  and  have  planted  all  the  torpedoes  that  may  lender 
the  passage  of  a  ram  an  impossibility,  although  with  the  vessels  you 
have  with  you  I  would  like  to  see  them  come  down. 

Have  an  investigation  made  with  regard  to  the  absence  of  the  engi¬ 
neer  in  charge  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

The  engineer  of  the  picket  launch  No.  4,  has  been  away  several 
weeks.  Report  the  matter  at  once  to  the  Department. 

Have  those  boats  provided  with  proper  officers  and  send  me  their 

11 3111 GS 

Send  the  prize  torpedo  boat  to  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 
commanding  the  District  of  the  Sounds,  without  delay.  Send  her 
through  the  canal  [Albemarle  and  Chesapeake].  . 

Direct  Commander  Rhind  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb  as  soon 
as  he  can  at  or  near  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  up  the  Roanoke  River. 

Send  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  that  district  that  are  repairing  at 

Norfolk,  without  delay,  to  their  stations. 

Let  each  of  them  have  a  spar  fitted  on  the  bow  to  carry  a  torpedo 

like  our  torpedo  boats. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  ,  ,  •  «  7  r  t>- 

Gomdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  advisihg  the  use  of  tor¬ 
pedoes  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  February  6 , 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  January  31  in  relation  to  a  ram  said  to  be  building,  or  pre¬ 
paring  at  Rainbow  Bluff'.  The  Department  is  aware  that  there  are 
oidy  wooden  vessels  at  Plymouth  and  New  Berne,  and  one  torpedo 
boat.  I  would  recommend  that  a  person  who  understands  the  business 
perfectly  should  be  sent  to  lay  a  number  of  torpedoes  at  Plymouth, 
to  be  worked  with  galvanic  batteries.  I  will  try  to  have  the  river 
obstructed  with  what  can  be  obtained  there,  and  send  vessels  enough 
there  to  attack  the  ram  if  she  gets  into  the  sounds.  Two  good  wooden 
vessels  should  capture  her  by  boarding,  but  I  think  if  we  used  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  as  often  as  the  rebels  do,  we  would  soon  destroy  all  their  rams. 
I  would  urgently  recommend  that  the  torpedo  system  be  put  into 
immediate  operation,  and  that  means  be  sent  to  obstruct  the  channel 
at  Plymouth.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  but  not  knowing  how  far  the 
ram  in  question  is  advanced,  or  what  means  there  are  to  stop  the  chan¬ 
nel,  1  must  depend  on  the  officer  in  charge  there.  I  will  send  him  full 
instructions. 

General  Grant  can  not  be  conversant  with  the  hydrography  of  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  for  none  of  our  monitors  can  pass  through  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admira  l. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copy  of  instruc¬ 
tions  sent  to  Commander  Macomb ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  District  of 
the  Sounds. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

Gape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  hoilor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  instructions 
this  day  sent  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  commanding  the  District 
of  the  Sounds  of  North  Garoliua. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rear-Admiral. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  6 , 1865. 

Sir.  I  send  you  a  copy  ot  a  letter  from  General  Grant,  in  relation  to 
a  rebel  ram  preparing  to  come  down  the  Roanoke  River. 

Now,  as  I  never  had  the  “ram  fever,”  which  seems  to  set  every  one 
m  a  state  of  excitement  when  a  ram  heaves  in  sight,  I  don’t  see  any 
more  difficulty  in  destroying  a  ram  than  in  anything  else.  A  cool 
determined  officer  will  have  no  difficulty  whatever. 

Had  Commander  Parker  followed  my  orders,  he  would  have  destroyed 
all  the  rebel  rams  in  the  James  River. 
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Now,  every  vessel  you  have  is  a  torpedo  boat.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  have  a  spar  fitted  to  the  bow  of  every  gunboat  and  tug,  with  a 
torpedo  on  it,  and  run  at  the  ram,  all  together.  No  matter  how  many 
of  your  vessels  get  sunk,  one  or  the  other  of  them  will  sink  the  ram  if 
the  torpedo  is  coolly  exploded. 

Have  your  large  rowboats  fitted  with  torpedoes  also,  and  when  the 
rebel  comes  along,  and  you  put  your  large  vessels  alongside  of  her,  let 
the  launches  and  small  torpedo  boats  run  in  and  sink  her.  You  can 
get  alongside  of  a  ram,  make  fast  to  her,  and  with  musketry,  keep  her 
ports  closed.  Y'ou  can  sling  a  good  sized  anchor  to  an  outrigger  spar, 
and  let  it  go  on  her  deck,  and  by  letting  go  your  own  anchor  keep  her 
from  getting  away  until  other  vessels  pile  in  on  her. 

Five  or  six  steamers  getting  alongside  of  a  ram  could  certainly  take 
her  by.  boarding.  If  you  can  get  on  board  of  her,  knock  a  hole  in  her 
smokestack  with  axes,  or  fire  a  howitzer  through  it,  and  drop  shrapnel 
down  into  the  furnaces. 

You  must  obtain  full  information  in  relation  to  the  time  this  ram 
expects  to  visit  you.  Set  torpedoes  in  the  river  at  night,  so  that  no 
one  will  know  where  they  are.  Obstruct  the  river  above  Plymouth, 
aud  get  what  guns  are  there  to  command  the  approaches.  Get  a  net 
or  two  across  the  river,  with  large  meshes,  so  that  when  the  ram  comes 
down  the  net  will  clog  her  propeller. 

Have  lloating  torpedoes  also  (anchored)  in  abundance,  and  let  them 
float  just  below  the  water.  It  is  strange  if  we,  with  all  our  resources, 
can  not  extinguish  a  rebel  ram. 

Don’t  place  timid  men  in  your  torpedo  boats,  but  choose  those  who 
won’t  flinch  from  anything. 

I  send  the  Tacony  back  to  you.  I  can  ill  spare  her,  but  you  must 
have  Xl-inch  guns. 

Now,  remember  one  thing,  and  attend  particularly  to  the  orders  I 
have  heretofore  given.  Never  allow  your  torpedo  boats  to  be  used  for 
anything  except  the  object  in  view.  Keep  good  picket  boats  out  at 
night,  and  don’t  be  negligent  in  the  daytime. 

Now  that  troops  are  being  sent  to  New  Berne,  increase  your  force  on 
the  Koanoke  with  the  strongest  and  best  vessels.  Let  all  have  the  tor¬ 
pedo  attachment.  I  send  you  eight  torpedoes  by  this  opportunity. 

Across  the  stream,  below  all  the  devices  I  have  mentioned,  have  logs 
20  feet  long  anchored  securely  10  feet  apart,  with  a  torpedo  on  the  end 
looking  up  the  river.  These  logs  must  be  close  to  your  pickets,  where 
they  can  be  watched  and  replaced  whenever  they  get  out  of  order. 

Now,  with  all  these  appliances,  and  with  ramming,  boarding,  and 
firing  musketry  and  canister  into  the  ports,  if  you  can  not  stop  a  ram, 
I  don’t  know  how  else  it  can  be  done.  A  full  blow  from  all  your  vessels 
(don’t  be  afraid  of  damaging  them)  would,  I  think,  sink  her  in  a  short 
time;  the  torpedoes  would,  certainly. 

In  the  meantime,  go  on  and  work  night  and  day  and  raise  the  Albe¬ 
marle.  Those  pumps  I  sent  you  a  plan  of  ought  to  raise  her  in  a  few 
hours  if  you  can  get  canvas  over  the  hole.  Where  is  the  submarine 
man,  and  has  he  (lone  anything? 

Write  me  fully  by  return  messenger.  I  have  just  ordered  down  the 
torpedo  boat  captured  in  James  River.  Don’t  let  it  fall  into  rebel  hands 
again.  It  will  bo  a  good  thing  to  use  their  own  designs  against  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  regarding  the 
'patrolling  of  the  route  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Fort  Fisher  by  naval 
vessels . 


Navy  Department,  February  6 , 1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  Lieutenant- 
(feneral  Grant,  and  to  inform  you  that  two  steamers  have  sailed  to 
patrol  the  route  suggested. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Bermuda  Hundred,  Ya., 

February  7,  1865. 

Was  at  front  all  day  yesterday.  It  was  reported  last  night  at  S:  30 
that  the  enemy’s  fleet  [was]  coming  down  toward  obstructions.  No 
news  of  them  this  morning. 

W.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk , 
regarding  the  fitting  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lilian. 


Navy  Department,  February  7 , 1865. 

Sir:  The  Lilian ,  now  at  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  is  to  join  the  East  Gulf 
Squadron.  Rear-Admiral  Porter  says  that  she  wants  a  little  more 
accommodations  for  officers,  and  a  thorough  cleaning  inside,  and  ealk- 
ing.  Have  her  fitted  up  as  soon  as  you  can  and  order  her,  when  ready, 
to  proceed  to  Key  W est  and  report  for  duty  as  above  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commanding  Naval 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Station ,  Norfolk. 


Reports  of  Commodore  Schenck ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan ,  regarding  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek  in  search  of  torpedo  boats. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  5th  instant, 
Brigadier-General  C.  K.  Graham  sent  an  officer  of  his  staff  to  inform 
pie  that  he  is  now  ready  for  an  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek  and  vicinity, 
in  search  of  torpedo  boats,  which  expedition  had  been  delayed  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  ice,  and  asked  my  cooperation  with  two  armed  launches 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  to  land  150  men.  In  compliance  with 
this  request,  at  0  p.  m.  I  dispatched  the  steamer  Delaware ,  with  the 
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two  launches  and  three  cutters,  all  available  boats  of  this  ship,  and  two 
boats  from  the  .Alabama,  having  previously  directed  Captain  Kilty,  of  the 
Roanoke,  to  have  three  boats  in  readiness  to  join  the  expedition  at  New¬ 
port  News  at  8  p.  m.  The  expedition  returned  to  the  ship  this  morning 
at  2  a.  m.,  having  succeeded  in  capturing  a  torpedo  and  boat  and  a  rebel 
naval  officer,  Ensign  Heines  [Acting  Master  Hines].  For  further  par¬ 
ticulars  1  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  letter  of  General  Graham. 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Wood,  of  the  Roanoke,  was  the  senior  naval 
officer  engaged  in  this  expedition,  whose  report  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  as  soon  as  I  receive  it. 

I  regret  to  add  that  one  of  the  men  of  this  ship,  Svend  Svendson,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman,  was  accidentally  wounded,  seriously,  but  not  dangerously. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SCHENCK, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

James  River ,  February  6 ,  1865. 

Commodore  :  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  important  assist¬ 
ance  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Wood,  of  the  Navy,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  in  landing  the  men  of  this  command  on  the 
banks  of  the  James  River  and  on  Chuckatuck  Creek  last  night  and  this 
morning,  and  my  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  they  subse¬ 
quently  searched  the  creek  and  banks  adjoining  Jones  and  Chuckatuck. 

Pagan  Creek  was  likewise  thoroughly  examined  for  a  distance  of  3 
miles  above  Smith  field  by  boats  belonging  to  my  own  command. 

Lieutenant  Wood  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  in  Jones  Creek  a 
torpedo  boat  and  a  torpedo  weighing  75  pounds,  already  adjusted,  and 
Major  [Ferdinand  K.]  Hassler,  of  this  command,  captured  Ensign  Heines 
[Acting  Master  Hines],  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  who  was  the  leader 
in  the  destruction  of  a  schooner  in  Warwick  River  last  fall  and  a  par¬ 
ticipator  in  destroying  the  tugboat  Lizzie  Freeman  off  Pagan  Creek  in 
December  last. 

I  am  also  under  obligations  to  Acting  Master  Eldridge,  of  the  steamer 
Delaware,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  vessels  stationed  off'  Pagan  Creek 
for  the  assistance  rendered  by  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  K.  Graham, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Powhatan. 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  7,  1S65. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  George 
W.  Wood,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  senior  naval  officer  in  the  recent 
expedition  in  search  of  torpedo  boats  in  Pagan  and  Jones  creeks. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


12 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

y 

V 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Roanoke, 

Off  Newport  Neivs,  Va .,  February  7 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  in' obedience  to  your  instruc¬ 
tions  I  joined  the  expedition  of  Brigadier-General  Graham,  with  the 
boats  of  the  Powhatan,  Roanoke,  and  Alabama,  ten  in  all,  including  two 
launches,  witli  howitzers,  from  the  Powhatan. 

At  the  request  of  General  Graham,  I  sent  four  cutters  up  the  Chuck 
atuck  Creek  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Taylor,  of  the  Alabama,  to 
land  a  party  of  soldiers.  With  the  remaining  six  boats  I  assisted  in 
landing  the  other  troops  of  the  expedition  at  a  point  about  a  mile  below 
the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  started  up 
Jones  Creek.  We  pulled  to  the  head  of  this  creek  without  seeing  any¬ 
thing  that  could  be  used  as  a  torpedo  boat.  On  our  way  up,  however, 
we  discovered  a  torpedo  on  the  left  bank,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  mouth.  It  was  loaded  ivith  75  pounds  of  powder  and  was  intended 
to  be  used  on  the  boom  of  a  torpedo  boat.  It  was  furnished  with  every¬ 
thing  necessary  for  making  it  fast  to  the  boom,  and  must  have  been  left 
in  a  great  hurry  several  days  before  we  discovered  it.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  head  of  Jones  Creek  we  branched  off  and  pulled  up 
Smith’s  Creek  until  the  leading  boat  grounded  and  could  go  no  farther. 
At  this  point  we  heard  a  shout,  which  was  answered  off  in  another 
direction,  and  which  Lieutenant  Crawford,  of  the  Marine  Brigade, 
informed  us  was  a  guerrilla  signal.  We  then  landed  with  a  party  of 
men  and  marched  up  to  the  house  near  which  the  first  signal  was 
heard,  but  the  inmates,  who  were  all  women  and  children,  pretended 
to'  know  nothing  about  it. 

We  searched  the  house  for  arms,  but  only  found  one  rifled  flint-lock 
musket,  which  we  carried  away.  We  then  set  fire  to  a  sloop  which 
belonged  to  the  owner  of  the  house. 

On  our  way  back  we  received  information  that  a  torpedo  boat  was 
being  fitted  out  in  a  small  creek  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
mouth  of  Jones  Creek.  We  there  found  a  schooner’s  yawl  with  a  long 
oaken  boom,  intended,  perhaps,  to  carry  a  torpedo.  During  the  whole 
time  we  were  in  the  creek  we  met  with  no  resistance  whatever  and  we 
only  saw  two  men,  one  of  whom  was  a  very  old  contraband.  I  believe 
there  are  no  torpedo  boats  in  Jones  Creek  at  this  time,  nor  are  there 
any  boats  which  could  be  used  to  carry  a  torpedo.  We  brought  away 
with  us  both  the  torpedo  and  the  boat  which  we  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Wood, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  two  monitors  to  the  command  of  Rear - 
Admiral  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  February  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  off  Fort  Fisher,  has  asked  for  two  of  the 
Passaic  class  of  monitors,  which  you  will  send  to  him  as  soon  as  positive 
operations  against  Charleston  are  finished. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Green ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Care  Fear  Fiver,  February  8, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  have  your 
vessel  repaired  as  soon  as  possible.  Get  a  new  outfit  and  then  proceed 
to  carry  out  your  former  orders  and  report  to  commanding  officer  of 
East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Earle,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Beaufort,  N.  G., 
of  the  U.  8.  8.  Merrimac,  under  his  command. 

IT.  S.  S.  Merrimac, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival,  after  a  tempestuous 
passage,  of  this  vessel  at  this  port. 

I  was  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  and  a  deficiency  of  coal  to  carry 
me  through  to  touch  here.  I  should  have  stated  that  I  arrived  here 
yesterday  and  I  am  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  West,  com¬ 
manding  this  station,  to  report  to  Admiral  Porter  in  Cape  Fear  Fiver. 
Allow  me  to  state  that  the  vessel  is  everything  that  a  man  can  desire, 
except  in  a  heavy  seaway.  She  is  at  least  2  knots  faster  than  she  was 
the  last. cruise. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Earle, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  B.  C. 


[Telegram,] 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  February  9, 1865. 

Acting  Master  Hyde,  of  the  Morse,  arrived  here  this  morning  for 
coal  and  says  it  was  reported  at  the  Wolf-trap  that  one  Fitzhugh  with 
a  number  of  men  and  boats  intended  to  destroy  Wolf-trap  and  other 
light-ships  on  the  Chesapeake. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  9,  1865. 
Ascertain  correctly  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Dutch  (  rap  Canal,  and 
report  to  the  Department  by  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  W.  Fadford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla,  City  Point ,  ^  a. 
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[Telegram.] 

Bermuda  Hundred,  Va.,  February  10,  1865. 
Dutch  Gap  Canal,  3  feet  of  water  at  upper  end.  Nearly  low  tide  when 
sounded.  Bocks  very  numerous.  Two  feet,  about,  water  at  upper 
end.  Water  deepens  at  lower  end,  9  feet. 

W.  Badford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

(Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Iiear-Admiral  Porter,  U .  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Trenchard , 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island ,  to  return  with  that 
vessel  to  Hampton  Roads. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  discharged  all  the  recruits  brought  down 
in  your  vessel  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hampton  Boads, 
carrying  the  mails,  and  report  yourself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  as  ready  to  bring  down  the  War  Committee,  who  propose 
visiting  this  locality. 

Bespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  Rhode  Island,  off  New  Inlet. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy, 
in  view  of  consular  information  received  regarding  newly  purchased 
Confederate  ram. 


Navy  Department,  February  ll,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  hastens  to  advise  you  that  information  has 
been  received  of  the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram  built  at  Bordeaux. 
.  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Nantes,  communicating  this  infor¬ 
mation,  is  dated  the  28th  ultimo.  The  ram  was  then  at  the  island  of 
Ilouat  and  preparing  to  leave  immediately.  Her  destination  is  doubt¬ 
less  some  point  on  our  coast,  and  it  behooves  you  to  be  prepared 
against  surprise,  as  she  is  represented  to  be  formidable  and  capable  of 
inflicting  serious  injury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

.  .  .  ,  _  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  N orth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  February  ll,  1865. 
The  officers  of  the  Galatea  may  visit  the  ironclads.  Have  the  Roanoke 
and  L  owhatan  prepared  immediately  for  service.  How  long  before  tliev 
can  be  made  ready  "l  J 


Gideon  Welles, 

,  m  r>  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  j 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  canal  at 

Dutch  Gap. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  February  11,  1865. 
Sir:  I  Lave  tlie  lionor  to  enclose  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  canal  at 
Dutch  Gap  and  soundings. 

At  high  tide  a  boat  drawing  3  or  I  feet  could  pass  through  it ;  at  low 
tide  the  smallest  rowboat  could  not  get  through. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Barnes,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Lenapee. 

Cafe  Fear  River,  February  11,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  assume  temporary  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Lenapee. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U.'S.  8.  Bat. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 

Grant ,  TJ.  8.  Army,  regarding  means  of  defense  against  Confederate  ram 

at  Rainbow  Bluff, ,  Roanoke  River. 

Cafe  Fear  River,  February  11,  1865. 

General:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  referred  your  letter  of  tlie 
24th  January  to  me,  in  relation  to  the  ram  said,  to  be  building  at  Rain¬ 
bow  Bluff,  as  it  is  in  my  district.  Ample  precautions  have  been  taken 
to  meet  any  case  of  the  kind,  and  more  are  in  progress.  No  ram  can 
get  into  the  sounds  if  officers  do  their  duty  and  carry  out  my  orders. 
At  New  Berne  there  are  torpedo  boats,  also  at  Plymouth,  which  are 
the  best  defense  against  rams. 

The  obstructions  at  New  Berne,  originally  very  strong,  have  given 
away  in  one  place  ;  the  vessel  sunk  there  has  been  moved  by  the  force 
of  the  current.  As  these  obstructions  are  under  the  charge  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  commander,  I  would  suggest  that  the  gap  be  filled  up  with  cob- 
work  and  stone,  which  are  stronger  and  will  stand  better  than  sunken 
vessels. 

Torpedoes  are  ordered  to  be  sunk  in  both  rivers,  worked  by  galvanic 
batteries. 

The  ram  Albemarle  is  being  raised,  but  could  not  be  made  available 
in  four  months,  except  to  sink  as  an  obstruction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States ,  City  Point,  Va. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  17.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Macomb ,  t/.  $.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Neic  Berne. 

North  A'jlantio  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  lias  been  received,  with  the  plan  of  obstructions  at 
New  Berne. 

You  must  stop  at  the  gap.  Is  it  not  possible  to  sink  cob  docks? 
Don’t  delay  it;  or  if  you  can’t  do  that,  get  a  heavy  chain  from  Beaufort 
and  pass  it  double  from  wreck  to  wreck,  and  leave  no  opening. 

You  must  also  plant  heavy  torpedoes  opposite  the  opening  and  across 
the  river.  Have  this  attended  to  at  once.  Let  us  have  no  alarms.  I 
want  to  wind  up  all  rams  that  come  down.  I  have  sent  you  three  or 
four  torpedo  boats.  If  you  want  more  torpedoes,  write  to  the  bureau 
for  them,  and  send  an  officer  up  to  Norfolk  after  them.  Have  at  least 
two  torpedo  boats  at  New  Berne  in  case  they  might  be  wanted,  and 
have  the  gunboats  there,  and  tugs  rigged  with  a  torpedo  on  a  spar 
ahead.  The  Tacony  has  reached  you  by  this  time,  and  the  Agawam  will 
shortly  join  you.  If  I  get  through  here  soon  I  will  cover  the  sounds 
with  vessels.  I  want  to  hear  from  you  once  a  week.  There  will  be  a 
vessel  sent  up  to  Beaufort  every  Monday.  Have  your  communications 
in  Beaufort  ready  to  come  by  her.  Tell  me  all  that  is  going  on  in  Army 
and  Navy.  Don’t  forget  to  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  about 
Lane.  See  that  your  coal  don’t  run  short.  Keep  2,000  tons  on  hand, 
and  discharge  the. schooners  as  fast  as  they  come.  If  too  much  comes, 
write  to  the  bureau  (by  my  order)  to  say  when  you  have  enough. 
Don’t  permit  any  vessel  to  go  north  for  repairs  without  my  orders,  and 
let  me  know  if  any  of  your  vessels  are  absent  now.  Send  me  a  list  of 
all  you  have  with  you.  Watch  New  Berne  and  Plymouth  attentively, 
and  carry  out  all  my  instructions  to  the  letter.  No  rams  can  do  much 
if  my  orders  are  carried  out.  Tell  me  how  the  Albemarle  is  getting  on, 
and  what  chance  there  is  of  raising  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  U.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  preparations  for 
further  offensive  operations  in  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River ,  February  12,  1865. 

Sir:  Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher  and  other  works  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  write  -to  the 
Department. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  mounting  Xl-inch  guns  in  the  place  of  the 
100-pounders.  It  is  a  slow  business,  as  we  have  not  the  facilities  here 
for  doing  the  work  that  we  would  have  at  a  yard.  The  army  have 
been  strengthening  their  position,  and  we  are  all  about  ready  now  to 
resume  offensive  operations. 

I  believe  there  is  only  one  important  work  between  us  and  Wilming¬ 
ton  (Fort  Anderson,  which  is  very  strong),  and  the  army  also  has  heavy 
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lines  of  earthworks  in  its  front.  These,  1  think,  will  all  be  taken  in 
due  time.  We  will  be  bothered  in  the  river  with  the  obstructions,  which 
are  of  no  ordinary  kind.  These  seem  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  other 
works  hereabouts,  and  answer  perfectly  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended,  viz,  to  keep  vessels  from  passing  up. 

I  sent  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  up  the  river  in  small  boats  night 
before  last  to  obtain  information.  He  went  within  a  mile  of  Wilming¬ 
ton.  He  found  the  river  obstructed  with  heavy'  piles  all  the  way  across 
abreast  of  Fort  Anderson,  but  above  that  to  Wilmington  it  seemed  to 
be  clear.  The  Chickamauga*  has  been  sunk  across  one  point  in  the 
channel  and  is  under  water,  the  boats  passing  over  her  without  touch 
ing  her.  On  returning,  the  water  having  fallen,  the  boats  had  to  be 
lifted  over  the  obstructions  abreast  of  Fort  Anderson.  The  reconnois 
sauce  was  made  without  the  boats  being  discovered. 

Last  night  I  sent  Lieutenant  Cushing  up  again  with  four  boats  to 
make  a  more  thorough  examination.  He  found  the  obstructions  at 
Fort  Anderson  too  heavy  to  attempt  to  break  through  them  with  the 
vessels  under  full  headway. 

They  consist  of  a  double  or  treble  row  of  piles  tilled  in  between.  The 
boats  had  barely  time  to  make  good  observations  when  they  were  hailed 
and  then  fired  upon  with  grape  and  canister  from  seven  or  eight  gnus, 
which  kept  up  the  fire  until  they  were  out  of  sight.  Fortunately  we 
met  with  no  loss. 

Now,  to  remove  these  obstructions,  sir,  we  will  require  the  apparatus 
that  was  carried  home  in  the  Vanderbilt  and  a  competent  person  to  use  it. 

We  will  also  want  plenty  of  powder  cans  for  blowing  up  the  obstruc¬ 
tions.  Even  when  we  do  get  into  Fort  Anderson  the  smallest  steamer, 
drawing  3  feet,  can  not  get  by  until  a  passage  is  made  by  blowing  away 
the  piles  and  stones,  which  can  be  done  in  a  day  with  the  fort  in  our 
possession. 

It  is  so  important  when  the  army  has  taken  the  lines  in  front  of  it 
and  is  pushing  on,  that  the- light- draft  transports  should  be  able  to  get 
up  the  river  and  supply  them  at  different  points,  that  I  respecttully 
request  that  the  apparatus  may  be  sent  to  me. 

1  keep  the  monitor  and  two  or  three  gunboats  firing  into  Fort  Ander¬ 
son  to  annoy  the  enemy.  I  don’t  know  that  we  have  done  it  any  serious 
damage  beyond  disabling  a  gun. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sinking  of  cap¬ 
tured  torpedo  launch. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir  •  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  torpedo  boat  recently  taken 
from  the  enemy,  which  you  ordered  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  was  sunk  while  beiug  towed  to  Norfolk  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

*  See  p.57. 

,2 
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Phlox ,  off  Jamestown  Island.  This  intelligence  was ’communicated  to 
me  by  telegraph.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  telegram : 

The  torpedo  launch  was  run  into  and  sunk  by  schooner  Sam  Rotan.  One  man 
drowned. 

I  have  sent  the  Cactus  down  with  orders  to  raise  her  if  possible;  if 
not,  to  procure  assistance  from  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.  As  soon  as 
further  reports  are  made  to  me  I  will  send  them  to  you. 

I  have  sent  the  General  Putnam  to  Mobjack  Bay,  it  being  reported 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  and  blockade  running  in  those 
waters,  and  no  vessel  being  stationed  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  /Squadron . 


[Telegram.] 


U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  February  14,  1865 — 4:15  p.  m. 

I  have  made  a  requisition  for  20  torpedoes  that  will  stand  immersion. 
Wanted  now. 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 


Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  annulling  of  a  portion  of  the  permit  to  Messrs 
Steele,  Henry  &  Co. 

Navy  Department,  February  14, 1865. 
oir  .  Messrs.  Steele,  Henry  &  Oo.  have  exhibited  to  the  Department 
the  permit  given  to  them  by  you— on  the  5th  instant— to  bring  stores 
to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  or  any  other  point  on  the  coast  where  the  vessels  mav 
chance  to  be,  solely  tor  the  use  of  the  squadron. 

The  Department  has  annulled  the  permit  so  far  as  it  authorizes  stores 
to  be  brought  to  any  point  on  the  blockaded  coast  not  opened  by  proc¬ 
lamation  ot  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Through  this  whole 
war  there  lias  been  an  increasing  effort  of  parties  to  obtain  permits  to 
carry  stores  to  and  to  trade  with  the  vessels  engaged  in  blockade  at 
points  not  opened  by  proclamation,  and  the  Department  has  invariably 
refused  to  grant  them.  y 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Hear-  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  °f  *U 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fort  Fisher. 
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Report  of  Rear-Adm  iral  Porter ,  V.  S.  Nary,  forwarding  plan  of  attach 

on  Fort  Fisher. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  February  14 ,  1865. 
Sir:  1  send  by  Mr.  Bradford,  of  tlie  Coast  Survey,  who  goes  to 
Washington,  the  plan  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  also  the  plans 
of  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Thornton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  Iosco,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

February  14,  1SG5. 


Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  proceed  to  Plymouth 
or  mouth  of  Roanoke  River,  through  the  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  report  to 
Commander  Macomb  for  duty  in  the  sounds.  When  you  arrive  you 
will  see  that  your  vessel  is  provided  with  solid  Xl-inch  shot,  and  have 
torpedo  poles  rigged  out  on  the  bow  according  to  general  orders  sent 
to  Commander  Macomb. 

Don’t  start  until  this  northeasterly  and  easterly  wind  is  over,  but 
east  loose  and  be  ready  to  go  when  the  wind  comes  out  northwest  or 
west,  or  light  winds  from  southwest. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Thornton, 

Commanding  Iosco. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  for  certain  vessels  mentioned. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  send  the  Lockwood  to  Beaufort  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Shokokon,  which  I  am  going  to  mount  IX-inch  guns  on,  and  send  her  to 
you.  You  will  give  the  enclosed  orders  to  Acting  Master  Josselyn  to 
command  the  Lilian,  and  put  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wetmore 
in  command  of  the  Commodore  Hull.  Let  the  ensign  of  the  Lockwood 
take  her  to  Beaufort. 

I  have  ordered  tlie  Iosco,  Tacony,  Hunchback,  Chicopee,  Martin ,  and 
Agawam  to  report  to  you;  also  the  Henry  Drinker.  If,  with  a  torpedo 
on  the  bows  of  all  of  these,  you  can  not  destroy  one  ram,  I  do  not  know 
how  it  can  be  done. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  II.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  loyal  citizens  carrying  farm  products. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir:  Whenever  any  loyal  persons  wish  to  take  out  farm  produce, 
you  will  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Torter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic. Blockading  Squadron, 

February  15,  1865. 


Kamo. 

Guns. 

Class. 

A.  D.  Vance . 

5 

4 

Agawam  . . 

10 

3 

Aries . 

7 

3 

Alabama . 

10 

3 

Atlanta . 

3 

3 

Anemone . . 

4 

4 

Arietta . 

3 

4 

4 

Ben  Morgan . 

4 

Belle . 

2 

4 

Berberry . 

4 

4 

Bignonia . 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Chicopee . 

10 

3 

Commodore  Hull . 

6 

4 

Ceres . 

2 

4 

Cambridge . 

10 

3 

Commodore  Barney  . . . . 

7 

4 

Cactus . 

3 

4 

Commodore  Morris _ 

7 

4 

Crusader  . 

7 

4 

Chippewa  . . . 

6 

4 

( 'ommodore  Perry . 

5 

4 

Clinton . 

4 

Charles  Phelps . 

4 

Oohasset . 

1 

4 

Clematis . 

3 

4 

Dumbarton  . . 

4 

4 

Delaware . 

4 

4 

Dawn . 

3 

4 

Daylight . . 

8 

4 

Eoius . 

4 

4 

Emma . . 

8 

4 

Eutaw . 

10 

3 

F ort  Donelson . . 

1 

4 

Fahkee . 

-  5 

4 

Gettysburg . 

7 

3 

Governor  Buckingham 

6 

3 

General  Putnam . . 

4 

4 

Granite  (sloop) . 

Glance . 

4 

Howquah . . 

5 

4 

Huron . 

5 

4 

Hunchback . 

7 

4 

Henry  Brinker . . 

3 

4 

Hoyt . 

4 

Iletzel . 

2 

4 

Hareourt . 

4 

3 

Iosco  . 

10 

1 .  IS .  {Seymour . . 

2 

4 

Kansas . 

8 

4 

Lilian . 

2 

4 

Commanding  oflicer. 


Lieut.  Com.  J.  H.  Upshur . 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  J.  M.  Williams . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Langtliorne. . . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.  Woodward . 

Acting  Ensign  N.  C.  Borden . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Mellach 

Acting  Master  A.  15.  Mulford . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Iiowntree . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  D.  Roath . 


Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  B.  Livingston . 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Evans _ 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  P.  Hays . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W. Weaver . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster . 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Act.  Ensign  and  Pilot  [G.  B]  Griffin. . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  D.  Bruner . 

Act.  V ol.  Lieut.  H.  Brown . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway . 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon . 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser . . 

Acting  Master  [J.  A.]  Hamilton . 


Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost . _ . 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 

Lieut.  R.  H.  Lamson . 

Act.  Vol.  LieutAf.  MacDiarmid . 

Acting  Master  H.  II.  Savage . 

Acting  Master  E  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Balch . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Lieut.  Jos.  [P.  J  Fyffe . . ." . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . 

Aoting  Master  [G.  B.  ]  Thompson _ 


Lieut.  [Chas.  L.  ]  Franklin  .. 
Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen . . 
Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watmough 
Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn  . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Hampton  Roads. 

Ordered  to  sounds, 
North  Carolina. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 
Hampton  Roads. 

J  ames  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Norfolk,  Ya. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  re¬ 
pairing. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Craney  Island,  Va. 
James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  re¬ 
pairing. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Guard  ship  New  Inlet. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Guard  ship  Hatteras. 
James  River,  Va.. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  sounds. 
James  River,  Va. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  Ihe  North  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron,  February  15,  1865— 

Continued. 


Name.  Guns. 


3 

o 

2 

10 

6 

3 

3 

10 

10 

5 

10 

6 

6 

8 

10 

Mount  AY ashington .... 

1 

12 

2 

8 

New  Berne  (supply 
steamer) . 

'3 

10 

4 

Phlox .  ° . 

8 

10 

12 

2 

Picket  boat  No.  1  (Al¬ 
pha)  . 

Picket  boat  No.  3  (Gam¬ 
ma). 

Picket  boat  No.  4 
(Delta). 

Picket  boat  No.  5 
(Epsilon). 

Picket  boat  No.  6 
(Zeta). 

Picket  launch  No.  3 - 

Picket  launch  No.  4 - 

Picket  launch  No.  5 - 

Picket  launch  No.  6 - 

Rhode  Island . 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

12 

12 

3 

1 

11 

11 

Shokokon . 

Spuyten  Duyvil  (tor¬ 
pedo). 

6 

12 

8 

12 

6 

6 

3 

6 

5 

4 

14 

4 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Class. 


4 

4 

4 

3 

4 
4 
4 
3 

3 

4 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 

4 
4 
4 
4 

3 

4 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Chadwick . 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Cushing . 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Act.Yol.  Lieut.  J.  Tratheu . 

Commander  J.  C.  Eebiger . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  TV.  Young . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  G.  AY.  Graves . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Act.  Master  and  Pilot  H.  H.  Haynie. . . 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall . 

Ensign  [  W.  C.  1  Wise . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Stone . 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  H.  Newman . 


Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River,  Ya. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Off  New  Inlet. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  New  Inlet. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Janies  River,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River,  Va. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 


Acting  Master  J.  II.  Porter 
Commander  J.  B.  M.  Clitz  . . 
Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake - 


Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine  . . . 
Commander  J.  H.  Spott.s . . . 
Lieut.  Com.  W.  G.  Temple. . 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke. . 
Acting  Ensign  N.  R.  Davis 


Cape  Fear  River. 
Do. 

James  River,  Va. 
Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 


4  Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

4  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg - 

4  Acting  Master  F.  [W.]  Mintzer . 

4  Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs . 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


4  . 

4  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  H.  Bolton  . . 

4  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Chapman . 

4  Acting  Ensign  C.  S.  Willcox . 

2  Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard . 

3  Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell . 

4  Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

4  . 

4  Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

4  Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett . 

4  Lieut.  Com.  M.  Sicard . 

2  Capt.  O.  S.  Glisson . . 

4  Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting . 

3  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

4  Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  Huse . 

. . .  Act.  Asst.  Eng.  [J.  L.j  Lay . 


Cape  Fear  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Off  New  Inlet.  N.  C. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Ya. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

York  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 

J ames  River,  Y a. 


4  Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon . 

3  Lieut.  Com.  j.  L.  Davis . 

3  Lieut.  Com.  [J.  G.]  Walker . 

3  Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Truxtnu . . . 

4  Lieut.  Com.  F.  M.  Ramsay  . 

4  Acting  Ensign  H.  I’.  Hathaway . 

3  Acting  Master  AY.  U.  Grozier . 

4  Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody . 

4  Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . 

4  Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick . 

4  Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

3  Lieut.  Com.  E.  English . 

4  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . 

4  Acting  Master  T.  AV.  Sheer . 

. ..  Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

4  Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . . 

4  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  H.  Gilley - 

4  Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 

4  Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 


Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  sounds. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk,  A'a. 

Off  New  Inlet. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

James  River. 

Cape  Fear  River, 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Norfolk,  Ya. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River,  Va. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

James  River,  Va. 
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V 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  affairs  in 

the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Hist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  New  Berne,  February  15,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  expect  the  Tacony  here  to-morrow,  and  shall  start  for 
Plymouth  on  her  arrival,  as  the  most  important  work  in  this  district  is 
going  on  at  and  about  that  place.  I  shall  leave  instructions  with 
Lieutenant- Commander  Truxtun  to  have  the  gap  in  the  Neuse  obstruc¬ 
tions  stopped. 

Commander  Febiger  has  had  charge  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and  he 
writes  me  that  he  has  completed  the  chain  blockades  across  the  Roa- 
noke  and  Middle  rivers.  These  I  have  constructed  as  temporary  obstruc¬ 
tions  until  I  could  build  the  cobwork  across  the  Roanoke  at  a  point 
above  the  upper  mouth  of  the  Middle,  and  so  shut  up  both  rivers  at 
once.  I  have  written  to  Captain  Berrien  at  Norfolk  for  a  pile  driver, 
and  he  says  he  can  lend  me  one  (I  could  not  get  one  here),  so  I  shall 
send  the  Ceres  for  it  to  morrow  morning.  Commander  Febiger  also 
informs  me  that  he  has  tried  the  box  pumps  (six  of  them)  on  the  Albe¬ 
marle  without  success.  I  had  12  more  made  here  and  sent  them  to 
Plymouth.  The  diver  states  that  he  has  stopped  the  leaks  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  ram,  made  by  Cushing’s  torpedo,  but  the  casemate,  which 
is  partially  submerged,  is  much  shattered  by  the  torpedo  which  the 
rebels  exploded  in  her  after  she  sank.  Mr.  Underdown,  the  head  of 
the  submarine  party,  wrote  me  yesterday  from  Norfolk,  stating  that  he 
would  get  his  steam  pump  down  on  the  11th,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  he  could  raise  the  Albemarle. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  of  this  district  now  in  the  sounds: 
Shamrock,  Wyalusing,  Tacony,  Valley  City,  Ceres,  Lockivood,  Commodore 
Hull,  Henry  Janes,  and  Granite,  tugs  Belle  and  Hoyt ,  and  picket  boat 
No.  5.  The  Lockwood  and  Commodore  Hull  are  unfit  for  service.  The 
latter  can  not  now  move  at  all.  The  Henry  Janes  and  Granite  are  sail¬ 
ing  vessels. 

The  Chicopee ,  Whitehead,  tug  Martin ,  and  the  Hetzel,  all  of  this  dis¬ 
trict,  are  at  Norfolk  for  repairs,  the  last-named  being  worn  out  and,  I 
hear,  laid  up.  The  Whitehead  and  Martin  have  been  there  for  some 
time,  aud  I  wish  you  would  order  them  back  here  again  as  soon  as 
possible. 

1  shall  have  torpedoes  put  on  the  vessels’  bows  as  soon  as  I  can. 

I  wrote  to-day  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  for  the  torpedoes  as  you 
directed.  I  wrote  a  private  note  some  time  ago  to  Captain  Wise  ask¬ 
ing  for  some  torpedoes  like  those  found  in  the  Roanoke  River,  which 
could  be  constructed  on  the  pattern  of  the  one  I  sent  to  Washington 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold.  The  Bureau  answered,  however,  - 
that  on  being  referred,  the  Department  had  decided  that  there  was  no 
more  necessity  for  the  torpedoes,  and  refused  to  authorize  their  con¬ 
struction.  It  would  perhaps  insure  my  getting  the  torpedoes  for  the 
river,  were  you  (if  you  have  not  already  done  so)  to  write  to  the  Bureau 
on  the  subject. 

The  torpedo  boat  you  spoke  of  as  being  ordered  here  from  Norfolk 
has  not  arrived. 

In  your  letter  of  the  24th  January  you  requested  me  to  “make  a 
note  of  it  ”  when  the  army  destroyed  the  ram  in  the  Roanoke.  I  have 
been  waiting  patiently  ever  since  I  reported  that  the  expedition  had 
started  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  “make  the  note,”  but  I  have  waited  in 
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vain.  The  troops  left  Plymouth  aud  were  landed  by  the  steamers  at 
Oolerain  on  the  Chowan  River.  Here  one  of  the  boats  got  on  the 
stumps  and  sunk.  The  troops  never  marched  a  foot  from  the  place 
they  landed,  and  only  came  back  a  few  days  ago,  having  succeeded  in 
raising  their  steamer.  “The  expedition,”  writes  Captain  Febiger, 
“  seems  to  have  resolved  itself  into  a  cotton  and  tobacco  raid.” 

In  regard  to  the  man  Lane,  I  know  nothing,  except  that  he  was 
once  before  tried  at  New  Berne  by  a  military  commission  for  contra¬ 
band  trading,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  heavy  penalty,  but  he  got 
his  trial  over  again  at  Norfolk,  where  General  Butler  was,  and  was  let 
off.  That  is  the  only  connection  that  I  know  of  between  Lane  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Butler.  When  arrested  by  me  this  time  Lane  was  trading  under 
permits  from  the  President  (see  General  Order  No.  42,  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment),  and  the  only  thing  that  1  found  wrong  about  him  was  that  he 
was  carrying  supplies  to  the  rebels  which  I  considered  to  be  contra¬ 
band  of  war,  and  as  such  forbidden  by  the  general  order  above  cited. 
The  main  fault  there,  however,  was  that  General  Shepley  should  per¬ 
mit  him  to  take  such  a  cargo  into  the  rebel  country,  which  he  did,  as 
shown  by  his  signature  in  the  permits. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  16, 1865. 

You  will  remain  at  the  front  in  command  of  the  James  River  Division. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  William  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Janies  Fiver  Division ,  Bermuda  Hundred ,  Va. 


Joint  operations  in  Cape  Fear  Fiver,  including  capture  of  Fort  Anderson, 

February  16-19,  1865. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Schofield,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  the  advance  of  Federal  lines. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir:  Preparatory  to  operations  against  Wilmington,  I  desire  to 
advance  General  Terry’s  line  so  as  to  threaten  the  enemy’s  position  east 
of  Cape  Fear  River.  It  will  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  to  have 
for  a  short  time  previous  to  the  advance  a  strong  lire  from  the  gunboats 
upon  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  viz,  immediately  opposite  Fort 
Anderson.  Possibly  the  effect  of  this  may  be  so  great  as  to  enable  the 
troops  to  take  possession  of  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  aud  thus  obviate  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  proposed  operations  west  of  the  river.  The  fleet  outside  may 
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also  render  some  assistance,  though  the  lire  will  be  at  long  range  and 
inaccurate  on  account  of  the  intervening  woods.  I  would  like  to  make 
the  advance  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day  at  the  latest,  if  you  can  be 
prepared  to  cooperate  so  soon.  If  this  movement  results  in  a  decided 
success,  which  1  do  not  count  upon,  I  will  push  for  Wilmington  at  once. 
If  not,  I  will  then  be  prepared  to  transfer  troops  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  threaten  in  like  manner  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  line, 
preparatory  to  the  more  extended  movement  to  turn  the  enemy’s  posi¬ 
tion.  These  initiatory  movements  can  be  made  while  I  am  getting  up 
the  rest  of  my  troops  and  materials,  and  preparing  for  an  extended 
movement,  if  that  prove  to  be  necessary.  I  hope  thus  to  save  several 
days’  time,  which  is  important.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  when 
you  can  cooperate  in  the  movement  1  propose. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Schofield, 

M ajor-  General. 

Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Cape  Fear  Fiver. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  dock  for  landing  troops. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  10,  1865. 

General:  I  have  examined  the  dock  running  out  from  the  place 
spoken  of  this  morning  and  find  that  troops  can  be  easily  landed  there 
at  half  or  full  tide;  at  low  water  a  boat  can  not  get  within  60  yards  of 
it,  and  the  men  would  have  to  wade  through  the  mud.  The  wharf  is 
about  350  feet  long,  a  strong,  substantial  work,  with  one  plank  running' 
all  the  way  along  through  the  center;  only  one  man  can  go  at  a  time. 
It  wants  about  700  feet  of  plank  to  be  put  on  each  side  of  the  center 
piece  to  make  it  complete.  Twenty  men  would  fix  it  in  a  couple  of 
hours. 

There  will  be  a  good  tide  there  to-night,  and  boats  will  be  able  to  go 
to  the  dock  up  to  12  o'clock,  midnight;  to-morrow  night,  an  hour  later. 
I  think  we  can  get  all  the  men  landed  there  by  the  time  you  want  them 
by  commencing  a  little  after  sunset. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II avid  1).  Porter, 

iv/i  •  ^  ,  T  ,,  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Federal  Point,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  IT.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  pro¬ 
posed  cooperative  movement  against  the  enemy  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  army  expect  to  make  a  move  along  the  beach  to  trv  and 
turn  the  enemy  s  left  flank.  The  enemy  are  intrenched  2  or  3  miles 
below  the  Halt  Moon  battery  at  the  beginning  of  that  long  bayou  The 
object  will  be  to  get  the  gunboats  in  the  rear  of  their  intrenchments  and 
cover  the  advance  of  our  troops.  When  our  troops  are  coming  up,  the 
gunboats  will  run  close  in  and  shell  the  enemy  in  front  of  them,  so  as 
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to  enable  the  troops  to  turn  their  flanks,  if  possible.  The  intrench- 
inents  are  about  800  yards  from  the  beach  and  you  will  make  your  ele¬ 
vations  accordingly.  As  the  array  come  up,  your  fire  will  have  to  be 
very  rapid,  taking  care  not  to  fire  into  our  own  men.  Go  down  and 
reconnoiter  from  aloft,  so  that  you  will  be  sure  of  the  enemy’s  position, 
then  send  for  all  the  captains  and  let  them  understand  it.  Put  your¬ 
self  in  full  communication  with  the  general  commanding  on  shore,  and 
conform  in  all  things  to  his  wishes.  Make  your  arrangements  complete, 
so  that  there  will  be  no  failure. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

Commander  H.  Eolando, 

Comdg.  Keystone  State  and  Senior  Naval  Officer,  off  New  Inlet. 

These  operations  will  take  place  to  morrow. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  instructions  for  operations  against 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 


General  Orders,  ) 

No.  15.  j 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  10,  1865. 

The  following  orders  will  be  observed  in  going  up  the  river  and  in  the 
operations  that  will  be  carried  on  against  Wilmington : 

All  the  vessels  will  come  up  their  forestays,  and  have  everything  * 
clear  for  firing  over  the  bows  and  directly  ahead;  all  netting  work  and 
stanchion  frames  will  be  taken  down.  In  commencing  operations 
against  a  fort,  it  is  intended  to  commence  at  long  range  and  throw  in  a 
quick  fire  (after  the  proper  elevation  is  obtained),  while  the  monitor  is 
getting  a  close  position  where  she  can  fire  effectively.  As  the  guns  ot 
the  enemy  slacken  their  fire,  the  vessels  will  be  ordered  by  signal  to 
move  up  close  to  a  point  designated,  when  they  will  anchor  or  stop,  as 
the  signal  may  direct.  While  going  up,  the  distance  moved  must  be 
calculated  and  the  direction  of  the  guns  altered  accordingly.  When  it 
is  no  longer  possible  to  fire  over  the  bow  with  effect,  I  shall  (at  the 
proper  time)  direct  the  headmost  vessels  to  push  up  within  grape  and 
canister  distance.  When  this  order  is  given,  the  vessels  designated 
will  push  on,  but  not  anchor  until  ordered.  No  vessel  will  pass  the 
southern  face  of  the  fort,  but  keep  200  yards  this  side  ol  it;  uor  will 
anyone  go  within  300  yards  of  the  docks  near  the  fort,  as  there  the  reb¬ 
els  have  three  torpedoes  and  obstructions.  When  vessels  do  get  within 
grapeshot  distance,  they  will  use  grape  and  canister  from  their  broad¬ 
side  guns  and  howitzers  and  shell  or  shrapnel  from  the  pivot  guns  or 
30  pounder  Parrotts.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  must  be  the  objects  fired 
at,  and  the  grape  and  canister  are  only  to  be  used  when  the  enemy  are 
firing  at  us,  unless  the  sharpshooters  should  fire  on  the  vessels,  in  which 
case  carefully  cut  shrapnel  will  be  the  best  thing  to  burst  right  over  the 
parapet.  The  vessels  will  move  up  in  the  following  order:  Osceola, 
Pawtuocet,  Mackinaw,  Pontoosuc,  Tosco,  Sassacus ,  Lenapee ,  Maratanza , 
Yantic,  Pequot,  Shainnut,  Nyack,  Unadilla,  Chippewa,  Huron,  Seneca. 

There  will  be  two  orders  of  attack;  the  first  order  will  be  line  abreast, 
where  as  many  vessels  as  can  anchor  close  abreast  ot  each  other  will  do 
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so.  This  applies  to  double-enders.  Order  No.  2  is  forming  line,  as  per 
diagram, 


No.  1. 


•  No.  2. 

the  leading  vessel  on  the  right,  and  the  others  coining  up  and  anchor¬ 
ing  so  that  their  bow  will  lie  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  stern  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  ahead.  This  will  enable  a  few  more  vessels  to  fire  ahead  in  the 
narrow  channel.  Every  vessel  will  haveastout  hawser  and  heavy  kedge 
ready  to  run  out,  and  anchor  head  and  stern,  so  that  the  vessel  will  not 
swing  when  the  tide  turns,  as  they  must  be  kept  bow  on  all  the 'time. 
When  the  pivot  guns  can  be  used  out  of  their  own  ports  it  must  be 
done,  and  direct  firing  commence.  Commanders  are  directed  to  watch 
the  flagship  closely  for  signals. 

Boats  will  be  kept  in  readiness,  with  grapnels  to  drag  for  torpedoes, 
and  also  ready  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  any  vessel  that  might  be 
blown  up. 

The  enemy  have  shifted  their  flagstaff.  Do  not  fire  at  that,  but  only 
at  the  works  and  guns. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  of  Major-General  Schofield,  IT.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  troops. 

Special  Orders,  f  EIdqrs.  Dept,  op  North  Carolina, 

>•  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Federal  Point,  N.  C., 

‘s  o-  '*•  )  February  12,  1865. 

I.  The  following  movement  will  be  made  with  a  view  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  position  east  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  open  the  wav  to  Wil¬ 
mington  : 

One  brigade  of  General  Ames’  division  of  General  Terry’s  corps  will 
embark  on  light  draft  steamers  at  the  Federal  Point  wharf  and  move 
outside  to  a  point  on  the  beach  about  2  miles  south  of  Masonboro  Inlet 
where  the  troops  will  land.  The  remainder  of  General  Ames’  division 
and  General  [J.  D.]  Cox’s  division,  of  the  Twenty  third  Corps,  will 
inarch  along  the  sea  beach  to  the  point  of  landing.  ‘ 

The  pontoons,  thirty  in  number,  and  about  the  same  number  of  navy 
boats,  will  be  towed  by  the  steamers  to  the  place  of  landing,  where 
they  will  be  landed  and  hauled  across  the  beach  into  Masonboro 
bound.  I  his  being  accomplished,  the  troops  will  cross  in  the  small 
boats  to  the  mainland. 

The  portion  ol  the  expedition  which  moves  by  sea  is  placed  under 
cominaud  ot  Brigadier-General  Comstock,  whose  orders 
will  be  strictly  obeyed  by  all.  The  commanding  general  will  accompany 
t  le  mam  body  of  the  troops  and  will  give  orders  for  movements  against 
the  enemy  after  a  landing  is  effected.  The  boats  will  all  be  at  the 
wharf  at  4  o’clock  this  p.  m.  and  report  to  General  Comstock  for  orders. 
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The  troops  to  move  by  boat  will  report  at  the  wharf  at  dark.  The 
main  body  of  the  troops  will  march  as  soon  as  it  is  dark  enough  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  movements  from  the  enemy. 

The  utmost  silence  must  be  preserved  by  the  troops  during  the 
movement,  and  on  no  account  will  fires  be  made  or  lights  exhibited 
either  on  the  boats  or  ashore  by  which  the  enemy  might  detect  the 
movements.  No  straggling  must  be  permitted. 

The  men  will  be  supplied  with  three  days7  rations  and  as  much 
ammunition  as  they  can  carry  on  their  persons.  The  officers  should 
also  carry  with  them  three  days’  rations. 

General  Terry,  with  the  portion  of  . his  troops  not  included  in  this 
expedition,  will  press  the  enemy  closely,  commencing  at  daylight  in  the 
morning,  and  will  follow  him  vigorously  if  he  gives  way,  or  attack  him 
if  he  weakens  his  line  so  much  as  to  justify  it. 

The  troops  will  carry  with  them  a  good  supply  of  intrenching  tools. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  Campbell, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  measures  of  cooperation. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

February  12,  1865. 

Admiral  :  If  the  wind  continue  favorable,  1  intend  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  position  to-night  by  crossing  Masonboro  Sound  about  2  miles 
below  the  inlet.  I  propose  to  send  a  brigade  of  troops  outside  in  small 
steamers  with  my  pontoon  boats  and  such  small  boats  as  you  can  fur¬ 
nish  me.  Let  them  land  and  haul  the  boats  over  the  beach  into  the 
sound,  and  thus  cross  to  the  mainland.  The  main  portion  of  the  troops 
will  march  up  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing. 

I  would  like  about  thirty  boats  from  the  navy,  with  strong  crews ; 
also  the  steam  tug  Wilderness,  with  the  pilot  who  went  with  General 
Comstock  yesterday.  It  is  also  important  to  have  a  strong  naval 
force  outside  to  cover  the  landing. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  boats  report  to  General  Comstock  at  the 
wharf  at  4  o’clock  this  p.  m.  The  men  should  be  provisioned  with  two 
or  three  days’  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Schofield, 

Major-General. 

Bear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

measures  of  cooperation  with  the  army. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Sunday,  February  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  get  all  the  gunboats  outside  together,  and  when  the 
army  is  ready  and  comes  out  in  the  transports,  you  will  proceed  on 
with  them  and  place  your  vessels  above  them  to  cover  the  landing  and 
enfilade  the  place  back  when  the  troops  go  in. 
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Under  no  circumstances  Are  over  the  troops.  One  of  your  shells  yes¬ 
terday  came  near  killing  General  Terry  and  staff,  and  as  the  fuzes  of 
1862  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  do  not  use  them  if  you  can  help  it.  You 
will  have  all  your  boats  ready  to  land  the  troops,  but  do  not  let  the 
sailors  carry  any  arms.  If  the  sailors  are  required  on  shore  to  assist  in 
manning  the  boats  when  they  are  taken  into  the  sound,  see  that  the 
men  have  their  pea  jackets  and  salt  pork  and  bread  enough  to  last  them 
for  three  days. 

Do  whatever  the  general  requires  of  you,  and  keep  your  vessels  close 
in,  so  that  you  can  communicate  easily.  You  will  lie  (supposing  you 
are  300  yards  from  the  beach)  exactly  1  miles  from  the  enemy’s  artillery 
or  forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  Myrtle  Sound,  [North  Carolina],  and  you 
must  elevate  your  guns  and  time  your  fuzes  accordingly. 

There  will  be  no  enemy  on  the  beach.  There  the  troops  want  no  cov¬ 
ering,  but  the  enemy  will  be  across  the  sound. 

Keep  near  the  general  or  with  him  while  on  the  water,  so  that  you 
can  act  in  accordance  with  his  desires. 

You  will  get  all  the  vessels  outside  together,  and  have  a  proper  under¬ 
standing  with  the  commanders  regarding  what  is  required  of  them. 

I)o  not  let  any  of  the  gunboats  show  any  lights  going  down  to-night. 

Leave  one  good  gunboat  to  cover  our  troops. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Adnural  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  designating  vessels  to  assist  in  moving  troops. 

February  13,  1865. 

The  tugs  Nansemond,  Eolus ,  Wilderness ,  and  Moccasin  will  report 
without  delay  at  the  wharf  near  Fort  Buchanan  to  General  Schofield 
or  the  army  officer  m  command,  to  take  on  board  such  troops  as  may 
be  there  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  military  commander. 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Schofield,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy  frivine 

instructions  for  the  gunboats.  ’  e 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina 
Army  of  the  Ohio ,  Federal  Point ,  N.  C.,  February  14  1865 

A^1T1'e  ™ove,r!ent  ordered  on  the  12th  will  be  made  to-night 
except  that  the  pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  on  wagons.  Please  order 
the  gunboats  outside  to  be  ready  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sound  at 
daylight  in  the  morning,  and  to  land  their  small  boats  at  the  point  of 
crossing  about  midnight,  if  the  weather  will  permit.  P  *  1 

\  eiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Schofield, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Forth  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Gape  Fear  River ,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir:  The  army  will  make-  its  movement  by  the  beach,  and  will  be 
near  Masonboro  Inlet  by  daylight. 

You  will  take  all  your  vessels  excepting  one  gunboat,  which  you  will 
leave  to  protect  General  Terry’s  liauk,  to  the  above-named  point,  and 
be  ready  to  cover  the  troops  as  they  cross  over  Myrtle  Sound. 

You  must  be  at  that  point  before  daylight,  so  that  the  troops  will  not 
have  to  wait  for  you. 

One  of  your  vessels  will  keep  along  with  the  troops  near  the  beach, 
with  the  signal  officer  on  board  to  communicate  with  the  general,  so 
that  he  can  inform  you  at  any  time  of  his  wishes  in  relation  to  your 
movements.  If  the  army  wishes  the  use  of  your  boats,  and  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  get  them  on  shore,  which  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  with  this 
breeze,  give  it  every  aid  and  assistance. 

It  may  be  possible  to  get  some  of  your  best  and  lightest  surfboats 
on  shore,  and,  as  it  is  not  necessary  for  them  to  come  back  again,  you 
might  possibly  be  enabled  to  succeed. 

That,  however,  depends  on  the  weather,  about  which,  inside  here,  I 
can  tell  nothing. 

I  seud  you  the  general’s  telegram,  which  will  explain  to  you  what 
he  desires.  Attend  to  his  wishes. 

Masonboro  Inlet  is  about  10  miles  from  here,  and  you  must  allow 
plenty  of  time  to  get  there.  Do  not  be  out  of  the  way  a  minute.  Remem¬ 
ber  not  to  fire  over  the  troops,  but  get  above  and  fire  ahead  of  them  in 
case  you  are  attacked.  Watch  the  army  signal  officer  ashore,  so  that 
you  can  stop  firing  when  told  to. 

After  the  army  has  landed  successfully,  and  the  services  of  all  the 
vessels  are  no  longer  needed  there,  send  two  of  them  down  to  cover 
General  Terry’s  troops,  in  case  they  should  advance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 

the  danger  of  water  cooperation. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  14.  1865. 

General:  Your  letter  has  been  received.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  fear 
you  will  meet  with  disappointment  in  landing  on  the  outside.  The 
wind  is  northeast — one  of  the  worst  winds  for  making  a  surf  on  the 
beach — and  I  doubt  if  any  boat  could  possibly  land  there  without  risk¬ 
ing  the  loss  of  all  on  board.  Even  with  wind  at  the  north,  the  sea 
begins  to  set  in,  and  the  beach  is  never  smooth  enough  to  land  in  a  boat 
unless  it  is  directly  off  the  land. 

You  might  seud  one  of  our  small  vessels  now  with  you  down  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  place,  and  you  would  feel  better  satisfied ;  but  I  am  pretty  sure 
that  if  you  depend  to-niglit  on  the  water  cooperation  you  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed  and  your  plans  be  defeated. 
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The  gunboats  outside  are  directed  to  move  when  you  do,  and  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  your  orders.  If  you  conclude  to  make  no  movement  by  water, 
will  you  please  let  me  know? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina ,  Federal  Point ,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Federal  Point,  North  Carolina, 

February  14 ,  1865 — 3:30  p.  m. 

Our  pilots  say  it  is  too  rough  on  the  bar  to  take  the  small  steamers 
across  now.  I  will  send  orders  to  the  vessels  outside  to  do  as  you  have 
wished. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
dispatch  from  Major-General  Schofield,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Schofield, 
which  I  wish  you  to  have  carried  out  strictly. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 

[Enclosure. — Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio,  Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15, 1865. 

I  tailed  to  get  my  boats  up  the  beach,  and  shall  return  to  the  original 
Plan.  1  would  like  to  use  your  tugs  to  carry  troops  across  the  river 
to  morrow. 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadr 


J.  M.  Schofield, 

Major-General. 

on. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting 

instructions  regarding  tugs. 

February  16,  1S65. 

General:  The  tugs  are  directed  to  remain  at  your  orders  as  long  as 
you  require  them.  Do  you  mean  to  land  on  the  west  bank?  If  so  I 
will  have  all  the  small  boats  ready  to  take  the  troops  off.  Will  you 
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please  let  me  know  at  wluit  time  you  want  the  small  boats  to  be  ready, 
and  they  will  be  there.  All  the  tugs  are  now  near  your  vessel.  I  am 
going  to  send  them  to  Western  Bar  to  help  get  the  troops  oft'  ot'  a 
transport  outside. 

Whatever  you  wish  done,  please  notify  me.  Two  or  three  tugs  might 
get  the  troops  oft'  the  transport  before  dark.  I  think  there  are  about 
a  thousand. 

Very  respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Major-General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal,  this  afternoon  I  got 
underway  and  steamed  up  the  river  to  the  attack  of  Port  Anderson. 

A  few  minutes  after  the  vessel  took  position  she  was  struck  by  a  solid 
shot,  wounding  5  of  the  crew,  as  follows: 

William  Brian,  quartermaster,  mortally;  has  died  of  his  wounds. 

Jer.  Lyons,  quartermaster,  seriously;  amputation  of  left  arm. 

Carl  Poelstrom,  ordinary  seaman,  seriously;  amputation  of  foot 
necessary. 

Thomas  Donelly,  landsman,  slightly. 

Edrick  Hague,  first-class  boy,  slightly. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  ammunition  expended : 

Nineteen  charges  150-pounder  rifle,  10-pound ;  19  percussion  shell, 
150  pounder  rifle;  16  charges  30  pounder  rifle,  3|-pound ;  16  percussion 
shell,  30-pounder  rifle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

assigning  his  position  for  the  attack. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  and  get  in  line  with  the  other  vessels; 
anchor  your  vessel  head  and  stern,  with  bow  gun  pointed  at  the  fort. 
Do  not  Are  a  gun  until  you  report  your  vessel  by  signal,  anchored 
as  I  direct,  and  do  not  open  tire  until  I  direct. 

Twice  in  this  river  have  I  been  compelled  to  withdraw  you  from 
action  for  inattention  to  my  orders  and  not  placing  your  vessel  where 
she  ought  to  be.  You  have  another  opportunity  to  remove  the  impres¬ 
sion  made  on  my  mind. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza ,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Liautenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Chippewa. 

U.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina,  February  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  luive  to  report  that  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of 
to  day,  William  Wilson,  1st"  (captain  of  forecastle),  was  killed,  and 
Daniel  Lund  (ordinary  seaman),  wounded  in  left  arm  (arm  since 
amputated). 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potter, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa 

Pear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disabling  of  guns  in  Fort 

Anderson. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Montauk, 

Off  Fort  Anderson,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  Colonel  [Orlando  H.  |  Moore’s  note  to  you  has  just  been  received 
and  contents  noted.  As  the  picket  boats  appear  to  have  orders  to 
report  to  me,  I  shall  have  the  river  thoroughly  dragged  up  to  some 
buoys  I  have  perceived  about  500  yards  above  me.  They  were  not 
visible  yesterday,  and  I  doubt  not  they  were  laid  by  the  rebels. 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Sassacus  disabled  the  gun  at  the  right  angle 
of  the  fort,  which  I  call  No.  1,  and  I  am  equally  certain  that  Acting 
Master  Crowninshield,  of  this  vessel,  performed  the  same  service  to  the 
next  gun,  which  I  call  No.  2.  There  remains  but  one  gun  to  disable, 
which  points  down  the  river.  I  will  do  my  best  to  render  it  useless  by 
8  a.  m.  to  morrow. 

There  are  no  rifle  pits  in  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  fort. 

If  the  gunboats  lying  near  you  fire  to-morrow  from  their  present 
position,  they  should  be  cautioned  not  to  put  their  shells  into  the 
woods,  as  they  to-day  drove  back  our  advance  pickets  by  their  shells 
falling  short. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Stone, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Extracts  from  journal  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  11,  1865. 

Saturday. — Wind  westward,  1;  weather,  b.  Let  go  forestay,  rigged 
in  anchor  davits,  and  got  ready  to  use  Xl-inch  gun  over  bow.  At  8 
[a.  m.  J  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  Cleared  ship  for  action. 
Commenced  shelling  the  rebels  on  east  bank  of  river;  fired  24  rounds 
from  Xl-inch.  Fort  Anderson  opened  on  us  from  west  side.  At  10: 20 
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steamed  down  to  our  position.  At  11,  Montauk  steamed  up  and  opened 
tire  on  Fort  Anderson.  We  steamed  up  and  opened  tire  on  the  fort  with 
our  Xl-inch,  tiring  63  rounds,  fort  replying.  At  2  p.  in.,  having 
expended  all  of  our  Xl-ineh  ammunition,  we  dropped  down  to  our  sta¬ 
tion  and  anchored.  We  were  hit  twice  by  Whitworth  bolts;  once 
through  smoke  pipe  and  once  in  main  gaff.  At  3:20  got  underway 
and  steamed  down  river  to  ammunition  vessel  Received  a  quantity  of 
Xl-incli  ammunition  and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  our  position  and 
anchored. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  18 ,  1865. 

Saturday. — Wind  northward  and  westward,  2;  weather, b.c.  At8:40 
f a.  m.]  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  within  1£  miles  of  Fort  Ander¬ 
son.  Moored  ship  ahead  and  astern  and  opened  tire  on  the  fort  with 
Xl-incli  pivot;  tired  80  rounds.  At  9:30  admiral  signaled  to  us,  7531. 
At  12:  30  [p.  m.]  got  underway  and  steamed  up  toward  the  fort  and 
came  to  anchor.  Opened  fire  on  the  fort  with  our  IX-inch  guns,  doing 
splendid  execution,  the  fort  occasionally  replying.  One  shot  struck 
us  below  the  water  line  on  port  side,  indicting  no  damage.  At  6  ceased 
firing,  excepting  once  every  five  minutes.  Sent  boat  on  picket. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina,  February  19,  1865. 

Sunday. — Wind  northward  and  eastward,  1;  weather,  b.  c.  f.  Re¬ 
ceived  from  Wilderness  300  IX-inch  shell  and  4,000  pounds  powder. 
Supplied  the  Sassacus  with  40  IX-inch  shell  and  400  pounds  powder. 
At  6  a.  m.  fired  one  shot  at  the  fortj  when  a  white  dag  was  displayed, 
and  we  found  that  our  forces  were  in  possession,  the  enemy  having- 
evacuated  during  the  night.  Flagship  got  underway  and  steamed  up 
the  river,  making  signal  to  us  to  follow.  Got  underway  and  steamed  up 
the  river  and  came  to  anchor  oft  Fort  Anderson.  Sent  boats  to  di  ag  for 
torpedoes;  sent  to  the Nansemond  for  fresh  provisions.  At  12:40  [p.  in.] 
got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  Campbell  Island;  came  to  anchor 
and  sent  boats  to  land  troops.  Sent  to  Montauk  a  boat,  which  was 
returned  in  the  night.  Received  from  Maratanza  a  quantity  of  Xl-incli 
ammunition. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Anderson. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  surrender  or  evacuation  of  Fort 
Anderson.  General  Schofield  advanced  from  Smith  ville  with  8,000  men 
on  the  17th.  At  the  same  time  I  attacked  the  works  by  water,  placing 
the  monitor  Montauk  close  to  the  works  and  enfilading  them  with  the 
Pawtuxet,  Lenapee,  Unadilla,  and  Pequot,  the  tide  and  wind  not  allow¬ 
ing  more  vessels  to  get  under  fire.  The  fort  answered  pretty  briskly, 
but  quieted  down  by  sunset. 

On  the  18th  at  8  o’clock  moved  up  closer,  with  the  monitor  leading, 
followed  by  Mackinaw,  Huron,  Sassacus,  Pontoosuc ,  Maratanza ,,  Lenapee, 
Unadilla,  Pawtuxet ,  Osceola,  Shawmut,  Seneca,  Nyack,  Chippewa,  and, 
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Little  Ada,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  tire  through  the  day  until  late  in  the 
afternoon.  The  enemy’s  batteries  were  silenced  by  3  o’clock,  though 
we  kept  up  a  tire  until  dark.  We  also  tired  through  the  night.  In  the 
meantime  General  Schofield  was  working  round  to  get  in  the  rear  ot 
the  rebels  and  cut  them  off.  The  latter  did  not  wait  for  the  army  to 
surround  them,  but  left  in  the  night,  taking  five  or  six  pieces  of  light 
artillery  with  them  and  everything  of  any  value. 

At  daylight  this  morning  some  of  our  troops  that  were  near  by  went 
in  and  hoisted  the  flag  on  the  ramparts,  when  the  firing  from  the  mon¬ 
itor  ceased.  There  were  ten  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Anderson  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition. 

We  lost  but  3  killed  and  3  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  ‘Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W asliington ,  I>.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  to  take  position  to  cover  Fort  Anderson. 


February  20,  1865. 

Sir:  As  your  vessel  has  ito  long  guns,  and  as  only  long  guns  can  be 
used  to  advantage,  you  will  drop  down  and  lie  abreast  of  Fort  Ander¬ 
son  and  cover  that  place.  In  case  all  the  soldiers  leave  there,  bring 
away  the  rammers  and  sponges,  and  if  necessary  spike  the  guns  tempo¬ 
rarily.  While  there,  hunt  around  and  ascertain  if  there  are  any 
obstructions,  and  place  a  spar  buoy  on  them;  also  hunt  for  torpedoes. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  T.  G.  Harris, 

Commanding  Ya  ntic. 


Unofficial  letter  of  Commander  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc,  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

Four  Miles  Below  Wilmington ,  February  21,  1865. 

My  Dear  Admiral  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  reached  me  yesterday, 
and  found  me  leading  the  squadron  up  the  river,  after  having  got 
through  a  nice  little  fight  at  Fort  Anderson.  Since  then  we  have  had 
three  days  more  of  it.  The  rebs  stand  up  to  their  work  manfully;  but 
we  are  too  much  for  them,  and  hope  to  drive  them  out  of  Wilmington 
before  many  days.  Porter  built  a  bogus  monitor  out  of  an  old  scow 
and  some  canvas  and  barrel  staves,  and  sent  it  majestically  past  Fort 
Anderson  at  midnight  on  the  flood  tide.  Johnny  Keb  let  off  his  torpe¬ 
does  without  effect  on  it,  and  the  old  thing  sailed  across  the  river  and 
grounded  in  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy’s  lines  on  the  eastern  bank, 
whereupon  they  fell  back  in  the  night.  She  now  occupies  the  most 
advanced  position  of  the  line,  and  Battery  Lee  has  been  banging  away 
at  her,  and  probably  wondering  why  she  does  not  answer.  Last  night, 
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after  half  a  day’s  fighting,  the  rebs  sent  down  about  50  torpedoes; 
but  although  “Old  Bogey”  took  no  notice  of  them,  they  kept  the  rest  of 
us  pretty  lively  so  long  as  the  ebb  tide  ran. 

*  *  #  .  *  *  *  * 
Please  give  my  warmest  regards  to  your  family,  and  believe  me, 
Sincerely,  yours, 


Wm,  (t.  Temple. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmit¬ 
ting  copy  of  commendatory  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  March  9,  1865. 

Sir:  With  great  gratification  the  Department  transmits  herewith 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  testifying 
to  your  zeal  and  gallantry  whilst  in  command  of  the  Montauk  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  0. 

Yery  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montank ,  near  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  Fiver ,  February  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone,  commanding  the  monitor  Montauk. 

The  officer  has  manifested  proper  zeal  and  spirit  and  been  ready  at 
ail  times  to  go  into  action. 

When  ordered  to  attack  Fort  Anderson  he  did  it  handsomely;  laid 
within  1,000  yards  with  the  fire  of  the  fort  concentrated  on  him  for 
over  thirty-six  hours  and  convinced  the  rebels  that  no  work  could  be 
held  where  a  monitor  or  monitors  were  brought  against  it. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stoue,  and  am 
sure  he  will  give  a  good  account  of  himself  hereafter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Fear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  J>.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nyack,  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

.  February  18,  1865. — From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  A  portion  of  the  fleet 
stood  up  the  [Cape  Fear]  River  and  engaged  the  rebel  works  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  12  meridian  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  and 
proceeded  up  the  river.  At  12:15  p.  m.  spoke  the  flagship,  called  all 
hands  to  quarters,  manned  the  port  battery.  At  12:30  came  to  anchor 
with  a  spring  on  the  port  anchor.  At  12:40  commenced  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  one-gun  battery  at 
Sugar  Loaf.  Brought  battery  to  bear  on  it,  and  at  4  p.  m.  enemy  .ceased 
firing  from  Sugar  Loaf.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.,  continued  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  5  p.  m.,  tide  having  turned,  hove  up  anchor  and  hedge 
and  shifted  our  position  into  deeper  water,  and  resumed  firing  as  our 
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guns  would  bear.  At  6;  30  ceased  firing.  Expended  during  the 
engagement,  63  30-pounder  charges,  38  100-pounder  charges,  26  IX-inch, 
27  12-pounder  ride. 

February  19. — At  daylight  saw  our  flag  hoisted  over  Fort  Anderson 
and  our  land  forces  near  it.  Sent  first  and  second  cutters  to  drag  for 
torpedoes.  At  l:15p.  rn.  took  our  position  in  line  and  stood  up  the 
river  [Cape  Fear].  At  2:  20  came  to  anchor  7  miles  above  Fort  Ander¬ 
son.  At  9  p.  m.  sent  first  and  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hopkins 
to  land  troops. 

February  21. — At  3 :  30  p.  m.  sent  launch  and  second  cutter  to  flag  and 
duty  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jordan.  At  4 :  20  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood 
up  the  river;  came  to  anchor  near  the  flagship.  At  5 : 10  went  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  manned  the  port  battery,  a  portion  of  the  fleet  being  engaged 
with  Fort  Strong.  At  7 :  20  sent  the  first  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Colby 
for  duty  up  the  river. 

February  22. — At  5:45  a.  m.  first  cutter  returned  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Colby.  At,  10 : 30  a.  m.  flag  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  Fort 
Strong  apparently  evacuated.  At  5:  35  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Cape 
Fear  River,  opposite  city  of  Wilmington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S,  Navy. 

February  13,  1865. — At  Iff:  30  p.  m.  the  Quaker  monitor  was  anchored 
near  us  and  placed  under  charge  of  the  captain,  by  order  of  the  admiral. 

February  18. — Several  of  the  fleet  moved  up  the  river  and  engaged 
Fort  Anderson.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  Nyaclc  steamed  up  to  the  fleet. 
The  fleet  engaging  Fort  Anderson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  fleet  engaging 
Fort  Anderson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  the  ironclad  Montaulc  firing  occa¬ 
sionally  at  Fort  Anderson.  From  8  to  midnight  the  Montaulc  firing 
occasionally  at  Fort  Anderson. 

February  19. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  the  fleet  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson  at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes.  At  daylight  discovered  that 
Fort  Anderson  had  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy  during  the  night  and 
occupied  by  our  troops.  At  7  the  fleet  moved  up  the  river  abreast  of 
the  fort.  Got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  8:30  a.  m. 
came  to  anchor  with  fleet  off'  Fort  Anderson.  At  8:35  sent  launch  to 
drag  for  torpedoes.  At  3  launch  returned. 

February  20. — At  8  a.  m.  sent  second  launch  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  Dederer  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  4 :  30  ship  swung  to  the 
ebb.  The  fleet  engaging  the  enemy’s  batteries  up  the  river.  From 
6  to  8  p.  m.,  the  fleet  firing  occasionally  at  the  enemy’s  batteries  up  the 
river. 

February  21. — Off  Fort  Anderson,  Cape  Fear  Riyer,  the  fleet  engag¬ 
ing  the  batteries  up  the  river. 

February  22. — At  daylight  Wilmiugton  was  occupied  by  our  troops, 
the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  city  and  barrier  forts  during  the  night. 
The  fleet  moved  up  and  anchored  off  Wilmington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut,  Lieutenant-Commander  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy: 

February  3,  1865. — At  11  a.  m.  Admiral  Porter  came  on  board.  At 
3:50  p.  m.  the  steamer  Tacony  took  her  anchor  and  went  up  river 
ahead  of  us,  and  at  3:55  engaged  the  rebel  Fort  Anderson,  and  the 
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rebels  returned  the  fire.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  At 
4:50  went  to  quarters  with  30  pounder  gun  and  tired  13  rounds  at  the 
rebel  works;  they  opened  on  us  and  fired  4  rounds,  which  came  over  us 
and  fell  a  ship’s  length  from  us. 

February  10. —  From  4  to  S  a.  m.,  the  flagship  proceeded  up  river  2 
miles  and  anchored.  At  LI  a.  m.  proceeded  up  river  to  engage  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  At  0  p.  m.  the  Huron  opened  tire 
on  the  west  shore.  Battery  Anderson  answered  with  four  or  five  shots. 

February  11. — At  9:  30  a.  m.  signal  from  the  flagship  for  the  surgeon 
to  repair  on  board.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Montauk ,  Lenapee ,  and  Mackinaw 
went  up  and  engaged  the  batteries  on  the  east  and  west  banks  of  the 
river.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.,  the  monitor  Montauk  and  gunboat  Mackinaw 
tiring  occasionally  on  Fort  Anderson,  with  replies  from  the  fort  occa¬ 
sionally.  From  8  to  12  midnight,  rebel  batteries  tired  on  picket  boats. 

February  17. — At  3:15  p.  m.  the  Lenapee ,  Unadilla ,  Pequot ,  Mara- 
tanza ,  Montauk ,  and  Pawtuxet  engaged  the  rebel  battery.  At  5  p.  m. 
the  Little  Ada  steamed  up  within  range  of  the  rebel  battery  and  opened 
fire. 

February  IS. — At  9  a.  m.  the  following  vessels  went  into  action: 
Mackinaw ,  Lenapee ,  Maratanza ,  Osceola ,  Pontoosuc ,  Huron ,  Pawtuxet , 
and  Montauk.  At  11 :  50  took  up  anchor  and  went  up  and  engaged  the 
Fort  Anderson  with  100-pounder,  30-pounder,  and  IX-inch  gun.  At  12 
meridian,  engagement  going  on.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.,  continued  in 
action  on  rebel  Fort  Anderson,  the  whole  fleet  being  engaged.  At  12 :  30 
p.-ni.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Got  our  anchor  and  retired  from  action, 
2:45  p.  m.  Ammunition  expended:  30  100-pounder  charges,  29  30- 
pounder  charges,  and  2  IX-incli  charges.  From  8  to  12  midnight  :  All 
this  four  hours  there  has  been  occasional  tiring. 

February  19. — At  3  p.  m.  anchored  5  miles  above  Fort  Anderson. 

February  20. — The  launch  transporting  troops.  At  11:30  a.  m.  the 
Folus  steamed  toward  the  rebel  batteries.  At  3 : 45  general  signals  from 
flagship.  At  3:30  p.  in.  Admiral  Porter  came  on  board.  We  hove 
up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river  about  2  miles  and  came  to 
anchor.  At  4 : 15  admiral  left  the  ship.  All  the  double-end  vessels  are 
lying  above  us  in  line  of  battle  engaging  the  rebel  fort.  Coming  up 
the  river  we  struck  the  bottom  several  times.  From  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Fleet 
tiring  at  rebel  battery  on  starboard  hand.  Sent  dingey  and  gig  sound¬ 
ing  about  the  ship.  At  4 :  45  got  our  anchor  and,  Admiral  Porter  being 
on  board,  steamed  ahead  and  came  to  anchor  at  5  p.  m.  in  3  fathoms  of 
water  and  10  fathoms  chain,  port  anchor.  Called  to  quarters  and 
engaged  rebel  battery.  Stopped  tiring  at  5:45.  At  10  lookout  for¬ 
ward  saw  something  floating  down,  it  being  ebb  tide;  all  hands  called 
to  quarters  by  order  of  the  captain.  Saw  other  vessels  ahead  of  us 
firing.  Called  away  the  first  cutter;  Acting  Eusign  William  B.  Tru- 
fant  went  in  her  and  examined  the  objects,  there  being  a  large  number 
in  sight.  The  gig  was  called  away.  Mr.  Davis  went  in  her  and  cap¬ 
tured  five  of  tlrem,  which  proved  to  be  torpedoes;  hauled  them  up  to 
the  vessel  and  made  them  fast  astern.  In  trying  to  sink  one  of  them  by 
a  shot  from  a  pistol,  firing  into  it  from  the  first  cutter,  exploded  it  and 
killed  2  men  and  wounded  Mr.  Trufant  in  the  head  and  arm.  All  boats 
were  called  away  to  pick  up  and  save  what  we  could.  The  coxswain 
of  the  gig  was  lost  overboard  and  a  seaman,  James  Cobb,  killed  in  the 
boat.  At  12  midnight  hoisted  all  boats  and  piped  down. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.'  Keystone  State,  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

February  11, 1865—  At 8: 20  a.  m:  made  army  signal  to  station  ashore: 
“At  what  time  will  the  troops  be  ready  for  moving.”  Was  answered: 
“The  troops  will  move  immediately.”  Steamed  alongside  the  Aries  and 
ordered  her  to  follow  us  along  the  beach.  At  9  we  commenced  firing 
in  over  the  beach  at  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  abreast  and  south  of 
Half  Moon  battery;  also  the  Aries,  Montgomery,  Howquah,  Emma,  and 
Vicksburg.  At  9:25  made  general  signal,  and  we  stopped  firing  for  a 
few  minutes.  At  10 :  45  Lieutenant  James  P.  Robertson  went  on  shore 
with  orders  to  communicate  with  the  commanding  general;  returned  at 
11:50  with  answer  from  General  Abbott  that  the  firing  had  been  all 
right,  and  that  he  would  send  for  a  signal  officer  to  open  communication 
with  us,  which  had  been  the  desire  of  Commander  Rolando.  During 
the  time  of  action  kept  the  ship  underway,  sounding  from  3,  4,  5 
fathoms  water.  At  2:25  p.  m.  made  general  signal :  “  Ceased  firing  on 
board  this  ship.”  At  12 :  20  p.  in.  opened  communication  with  the  troops 
ashore  through  army  signals,  and  from  that  until  2:20  the  following 
communications  were  made  from  shore :  “  Fire  with  fuze  shell  to  your  left 
over  me  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards.”  (From  this  ship:)  “Have  the 
shells  been  thrown  as  you  directed?”  (From  shore:)  “  Stop  the  fire  of 
the  Emma ,  as  she  does  no  good;  the  other  vessels  are  firing  all  right. 
(From  this  ship:)  “Is  the  firing  good?”  (From  shore:)  “All  right.” 
At  2:20  p.  m.  (from  shore:)  “General  Terry  requests  you  to  fire  no 
more  over  the  troops.” 

February  17. — At  1  p.  m.  sent  fourth  «utter,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Conger, 
to  land  one  of  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  and  2  of  our  men  on  the 
beach.  At  2  boat  returned.  At  2 :  35  heavy  firing  up  the  river.  From 
4  to  6  p.  m.,  heavy  firing  in  the  river.  At  8:15  wind  hauled  to  the 
N.W.  with  very  heavy  squall  and  continued  in  the  same  direction  with 
heavy  flaws  at  times  during  the  watch.  Large  fire  on  shore. 

February  18. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  in.,  heavy  firing  by  fleet  in  the 
river  on  Fort  Anderson.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.,  heavy  firing  from  gun¬ 
boats  in  the  river. 

February  19. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.,  the  vessels  in  the  river 
firing  slowly.  At  2  a.  in.  heard  the  report  of  musketry  ashore.  At 
11  a.  m.  the  army,  advanced  up  the  beach  and  went  into  the  woods  out 
of  sight.  At  7:30  p.  m.  the  Monticello  came  alongside;  sent  on  board 
two  torpedoes  and  a  circular  regarding  the  rebel  ram.  Also  a  man  to 
be  sent  to  the  R.  E.  Guyler. 

February  20. — At  11  a.  m.  heard  the  report  of  heavy  guns  in  the 
direction  of  Wilmington  during  the  watch.  At  2  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  stood  N.  E.  Heavy  firing  up  the  river.  At  11  p.  m.  heard  a  heavy 
report  bearing  S.  W. 

February  21. — At  2  p.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  river  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Wilmington.  At  (>  p.  m.  quarters  to  muster.  During  the  watch 
heavy  firing  up  the  river. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Earle,  U.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports  o  f  the 
loss  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Merrimac,  February  15,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Queen, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Merrimac,  abandoned  at  sea  in  a  sinking  condition  in  latitude  29°  1 1' 
N.,  longitude  79°  12'  W.,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  after  a 
succession  of  violent  gales  from  the  northeast  to  southeast. 
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After  being  exposed  to  the  heavy  seas  of  the  Gulf  Stream  for  thirty 
hours,  1  deemed  it  my  duty  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  for  the  safety 
of  the  ship,  to  bear  up  for  nearest  port  to  the  north  of  us,  for  1  was  sure 
if  the  gale  continued  the  vessel  could  last  but  a  few  hours  longer,  and 
that  our  coal  was  being  rapidly  consumed  to  keep  her  in  any  way  man¬ 
ageable.  At  5  p.  m.  one  of  the  boilers  became  useless;  remainder  of 
the  daj  steered  to  northward,  shipping  much  water. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  midnight,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the 
tiller  broke  and  the  ship  became  perfectly  unmanageable;  hooked 
tackles  to  relieving  chains,  but  they  parted.  We  were  now  at  the 
mercy  of  the  heavy  cross  seas  running,  and  being  boarded  by  them  in 
all  directions.  Drags  were  resorted  to,  to  get  ship  before  the  wind, 
but  failed.  The  steam  pumps  failed  to  keep  the  vessel  free  of  water; 
all  the  hand  pumps  were  manned,  but  it  soon  became  evident  that  she 
had  sprung  a  leak.  Gangs  of  men  were  detailed  to  bail  the  ship  with 
buckets,  but  the  water  steadily  gained  on  us.  About  9  a.  m.  another 
boiler  gave  out.  At  10:30  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer 
Morning  Star.  She  laid  by  us  for  several  hours,  while  our  exertions 
were  unremitting  to  free  the  ship,  but  the  water  still  gained. 

At  4  p.  m.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of 
those  on  board  to  abandon  the  vessel.  It  was  night  before  the  transfer 
of  the  officers  and  crew  was  completed,  at  which  time  the  ship  was  fast 
settling. 

I  can  not  mention  any  particular  officer  or  man  who  did  his  duty 
best,  when  all  performed  it  so  cheerfully  and  so  well. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  Wil¬ 
liam  Hedger,  executive  officer  (marked  “A”),  Acting  First  Assistant 
Engineer  1).  S.  Roberts  (“B”),  and  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
WTm.  F.  Goff  ( UC”),  as  to  the  causes  that  led  to  the  loss  of  the  vessel, 
and  to  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  J.  Sowerby  (  “D”)  in  regard  to  the 
casualties  on  board.  1  would  likewise  refer  you  to  the  latter  part  of 
my  letter  (No.  2),  dated  at  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  February  8,  1805,  as  to  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  qualities  of  the  M  err  ini  etc  in  a  seaway. 

The  Morning  Star  called  in  at  Port  Royal,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
Commander  William  Reynolds,  in  command  of  station,  to  report  to  the 
commander  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen  for  passage  north,  and  on  arriving 
there  to  report  to  you  by  letter. 

There  was  nothing  saved  besides  four  boats  and  the  chronometer; 
the  boats  were  turned  over  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Baypoint,  S.  C., 
taking  a  receipt  therefor. 

1  would,  sir,  most  respectfully,  request  a  court  of  enquiry  in  regard 

to  the  loss  of  the  Merrimac. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Earle, 

Acting  Master ,  Late  Commander  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

FT.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

February  16,  1865. 

Sir:  By  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  and 
loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac.  On  the  13th  instant,  at  12  m.,  the  gale 
commenced  from  the  eastward;  we  were  steering  to  the  southward  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  the  gale  gradually  increasing  with  a  very  heavy 
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cross  sea,  ship  laboring  and  working  lieavily  and  shipping  much  water. 
On  the  14th  instant,  gale  increasing  and  haulingto  the  southward.  Atl 
p.  m.  very  heavy  cross  sea,  ship  laboring  heavily ;  we  had  to  bear  up  aud 
run  to  the  northward.  At  5  p.  m.  the  starboard  forward  boiler  became 
useless;  made  all  sail  possible  and  steamed  ahead  with  three  boilers. 
At  11  p.  m.  the  skip  commenced  to  leak;  opened  the  gates,  manned  all 
pumps;  the  carpenter’s  mate  reported  to  me  the  ship  making  much 
water.  On  the  15th  instant,  12:15  a.  m.,  the  tiller  broke  off  from  the 
rudderhead  and  the  ship  came  to  the  wind;  called  all  hands  and  made 
every  exertion  to  get  the  ship  before  the  wind,  but  could  not;  we 
hooked  preventer  tackles  on  the  rudder  chains,  but  the  heavy  sea  broke 
them  immediately;  the  carpenter’s  mate  reports  the  water  gaining  in 
the  hold;  the  engineer  on  watch  reports  the  fire  room  fast  Hooding;  all 
hands  pumping  and  bailing  and  employed  making  a  drag;  the  ship 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  making  very  bad  weather;  gun  deck 
full  of  water  and  finding  its  way  below  by  various  ways.  At  5  p.  m.  got 
the  drag  overboard,  but  could  not  get  headway  enough  on  the  ship  to 
steer  her.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  chief  engineer  had  his  shoulder  dislocated 
(by  a  heavy  sea  boarding  her)  while  endeavoring  to  cut  away  the  rud¬ 
derhead  to  fit  a  temporary  tiller;  the  carpenter’s  mate  reports"  to  me  the 
water  gaining  in  the  hold,  the  engineer  on  watch  the  water  rising  in 
the  fire  room,  and  that  the  fires  would  soon  be  put  out;  all  hands 
pumping  and  bailing  ship.  At  0  a.  m.  lengthened  the  drag  rope,  but 
could  not  get  her  before  the  wind.  At  9 : 15  a.  m.  the  port  forward  boiler 
gave  out.  At  9:30  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  bearing  SSW. ;  set  a  signal  of  dis¬ 
tress  and  fired  a  gun,  and  she  bore  down  for  us.  At  10:30  a.  m.  I 
boarded  her  and  she  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Morning  Star , 
Captain  Nelson,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  New  York.  By  Captain 
Earle’s  request,  I  asked  him  to  lay  by  us  until  the  next  morning;  he 
said  he  could  not,  as  he  was  short  of  coal,  but  he  would  render  us  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power.  At  11:30  a.  m.  Captain. Earle  boarded  her. 
At  12:10  p.  m.  the  water  put  all  fires  out  in  the  tire  room,  all  hands 
pumping  and  bailing;  the  carpenter’s  mate  reports  the  water  gaining 
rapidly,  3  feet  water  in  the  hold.  At  3:50  p.  m.,  as  the  Morning  Star 
could  not  render  us  the  assistance  we  needed,  Captain  Earle  called  a 
consultation  with  liis  officers,  and  under  the  circumstances  concluded 
to  abandon  her.  At  4  p.  m.  we  commenced  to  abandon  her,  which  was 
done  in  good  order,  saving  all  hands  and  four  boats.  At  4:40  p.  m. 
there  were  4  feet  water  in  the  hold;  Captain  Earle  was  the  last  man  to 
leave  the  ship.  The  Morning  Star  lay  by  the  Merrimac  until  G  p.  m. 
when  she  was  low  in  the  water  and  fast  settling  down  by  the  head. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  was  cool,  aud  did 
his  duty  in  a  most  cheerful  and  faithful  manner,  without  noise  or 
confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Hedger, 

Acting  Master,  Late  Executive  Officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

Acting  Master  William  Earle, 

Late  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac . 


[Enclosure  B.] 

U.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

February  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  ot  the  condition  of  the  engines,  boil- 

rTS’oaot\?um.pS  co,llie<‘te(l  with  tdie  engineer’s  department  of  the  late 
U .  S.  S.  Merrimac: 
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At  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  February  14,  1  was  notitied  that  there  was  au 
increase  of  water  in  the  tire  room.  1  immediately  went  into  the  engine 
room  and  ordered  all  pumps  examined  and  put  in  use,  which  was 
immediately  done,  and  for  a  while  the  water  appeared  to  be  less  in  the 
fire  room  and  remained  so  through  the  afternoon.  At  5  p.  m.  the  for¬ 
ward  starboard  boiler  gave  out.  1  ordered  the  fires  hauled  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  depended  on  the  other  three  boilers  to  make  steam.  I  often 
examined  the  water  in  the  tire  room,  and  found  it  to  remain  about  the 
same  until  about  0  a.  m.,  February  15,  when  the  water  increased  very 
fast,  the  pump  still  working;  the  bilge  injection  was  then  put  in  use, 
but  the  water  still  increased.  At  0:30  I  stationed  a  gang  of  men  at 
bailing  water  from  the  fire  room,  and  continued  so,  but  the  water 
gained  fast;  at  7 :30  a.  in.  the  water  was  up  in  the  ash  pits,  and  increas¬ 
ing  rapidly;  kept  the  pumps  at  work,  and  bailing  as  fast  as  possible. 
At  8:30  I  got  hurt,  so  I  could  not  take  any  further  charge  of  the  engi¬ 
neer’s  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  S.  ROBERTS, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer ,  in  Charge. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Earle, 

Commanding. 


[Enclosure  1).] 


IT.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

At  Sea ,  February  15,  1855. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  accidents  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Merrimac  during  a  gale  at  sea  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  [Straits 
of  Florida]. 

February  14,  3  o’clock  p.  m.,  Edward  Burke,  captain  after  guard,  was 
sent  into  the  engine  room  to  clear  the  gates  and  limber  chains;  was 
struck  by  the  crank,  receiving  a  contused  wound  of  the  head,  detach¬ 
ing  the  right  ear,  and  fracturing  the  zygomatic  process  of  the  temporal 
bone. 

February  15,  8:30  a.  in.,  Acting  Assistant  Engineer  David  S.  Rob¬ 
erts,  while  engaged  in  fitting  a  tiller,  was  struck  by  a  sea  which  dislo¬ 
cated  his  left  shoulder. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


J.  J.  SOWERBY, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Nary. 


Acting  Master  Wm.  Earle,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  late  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 


[Telegram.] 

Jones’  Landing,  Va.,  February  18,  1865. 

The  Ironsides  left  for  Norfolk  early  this  morning.  The  rebel  tlag-of- 
truee  boat  William  Allison  was  blown  up  yesterday  off  Cox’s  Ferry  by 
one.of  their  own  torpedos. 

William  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy. J 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  regarding  the  legality  of 

permits. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  February  19 ,  L96V7. 

Sir:  Your  communication  in  relation  to  a  permit  given  to  Steele, 
Henry  &  Co.  lias  been  received.  The  permit  was  given  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  it  was  to  be  in  strict  conformity  to  law,  and  so  are  per¬ 
mits  to  all  others.  These  people  can  not  obtain  Treasury  permits 
without  an  endorsement  from  me,  and  it  is  always  understood  that  they 
are  to  conform  to  all  the  requirements  of  law.  We  are  very  glad  to  get 
sutler’s  stores  here,  for  we  have  been  for  some  time  past  living  on  ship’s 
stores. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Braine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  of  a  boat  containing  two  officers  and  four  men  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  a  boat  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  George  Lamb,  while  dragging  for  torpedoes  to  day,  surprised 
and  captured  a  boat  with  2  officers  and  4  men,  as  follows:  O.  L.  Jen¬ 
kins,  acting  master’s  mate;  W.  ti.  Howie,  acting  master’s  mate;  John 
F.  Henry,  seaman;  William  Wilson,  seaman;  C.  Waters,  seaman,  and 
James  Easters,  carpenter’s  mate,  all  of  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  consular 
information  received  from  the  Department  regarding  Confederate  ram. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  19, 1865.  ' 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter,  giving  me  information  in  relation  to  the  rebel  ram  shortly 
expected  on  this  coast. 

I  have  notified  the  vessels  outside  of  the  fact,  and  send  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  B.  Cushing,  commanding  the  Monticello,  to  Norfolk  to 
have  a  torpedo  fitted  to  his  ship. 

I  have  several  torpedo  boats  here,  and  I  think  that  no  apprehension 
need  be  felt. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navg,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Hampton  Bonds,  February  19,  1865. 

The  steamer  Morning  Star,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  New  York, 
while  on  the  passage  picked  up  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Merrimac ,  which  foundered  at  sea,  and  carried  them  into  Port 
Royal ;  consequently  she  is  short  of  coal.  Will  the  Department  author¬ 
ize  the  yard  to  furnish  coal  enough,  about  SO  tons,  to  reach  New  York? 
There  was  no  one  lost  belonging  to  the  Merrimac  when  she  foundered 
on  the  15th  instant. 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 

[Endorsement.] 

Tell  Commodore  Trenchard  Morning  Star  can  have  the  coal;  let 
officers  and  crew  of  Merrimac  go  to  New  York  in  steamer  Queen. 


Report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  disaster  to  the 

U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  Since  dispatching  the  telegram  to  the  Department  this  morning, 
I  have  questioned  two  men  belonging  to  the  Merrimac,  .John  McBride, 
seaman,  and  John  Murphy,  seaman,  who  had  secreted  themselves  on 
board  the  Morning  Star ,  and  from  their  statement  it  would  appear  that 
the  disaster  occurred  during  a  gale  from  the  northeast,  about  forty- 
eight  hours  after  leaving  Port  Royal  on  her  passage  to  Key  West, 
causing  the  loss  of  her  rudder,  and  to  leak  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
extinguish  the  fires,  thereby  rendering  the  steam  pumps  useless. 

The  Merrimac,  while  in  this  condition,  was  fallen  in  with  by  the 
Morning  Star,  and  her  officers  and  crew  taken  to  Port  Royal  after  that 
vessel  was  abandoned. 

McBride  and  Murphy  were  found  secreted  on  board  the  Morning  Star 
after  that  vessel  had  left  Port  Royal,  and  it  is  evident  they  intended 
to  desert.  They  were  directed  to  be  brought  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
where  they  will  be  retained  in  confinement  until  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  are  known. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T>.  C. 


•  [Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 

February  19, 1865. 

Arrived  here  this  day  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen,  with  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  which  foundered  at  sea  on  the  15th  instant. 
Will  send  detailed  report  by  mail.  No  lives  lost. 

Wi,  Earle, 

Acting  Master,  late  in  command  of  Merrimac. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  />.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  drafting  of 
negroes  into  the  Confederate  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

IHst.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth,  February  20 ,  1865. 

Admiral  :  Since  the  rebel  Congress  lias  decided  to  draft  the  negroes 
into  tlieir  Army,  the  contrabands  have  been  pouring  into  our  lines  at 
such  a  rate  that  there  will  be  very  few  left  to  cultivate  the  crops  next 
year. 

I  received  information  yesterday  that  a  number  of  negroes  ran  away 
from  their  masters,  were  waiting  a  short  distance  up  the  river  for  a 
chance  to  reach  Plymouth.  I  sent  up  six  boats  from  this  ship  and  the 
Mattabesett  and  brought  them  all  off.  There  were  about  120  or  130  of 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comm anding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  dispatch  ing 
of  vessels  for  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  February  21,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to  vessels  for  the  sounds,  and  would 
respectfully  state  that  the  Martin  reached  Plymouth  some  days  since, 
leaving  the  pile  driving  machine  at  that  place,  and  the  Whitehead  will 
sail  to  day  for  the  sounds  witli  orders  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb. 
The  Brinker  and  Chicopee  will  be  dispatched  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  though  the  latter  requires  very  extensive  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  Riaer. 


Repot  t  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  casualties  result- 
ing  from  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
l  .  8.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  by  the  explo¬ 
sion  of  a  torpedo  under  the  bow  of  a  boat  belonging  to  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Sliawmut  last,  night,  the  following  casualties  occurred:  James  Cobb 
seaman,  killed;  James  Hayes,  seaman,  drowned;  Acting  Ensign  W.  b! 
scvei ely  wounded ;  Martin  Wall,  seaman,  slightly  wounded. 

I  he  above  all  belong  to  the  Sliawmut.  I  enclose  report  of  surgeon. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

TT  ,,  _  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  ]).  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  evacuation  of 

Wilmington ,  N.  G. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  February  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Wilmington  has  been  evac¬ 
uated  and  is  in  possession  of  our  troops.  After  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Anderson  I  pushed  the  gunboats  up  as  far  as  the  water  would  permit, 
the  army  pushing  up  at  the  same  time  on  the  right  and  left  banks  of 
the  river. 

After  sounding  and  buoying  out  the  middle  ground  at  Big  Island  I 
succeeded  in  getting  the  gunboats  over,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Strong, 
the  work  commanding  the  principal  obstructions,  where  the  rebels  had 
also  sunk  a  large  steamer,  the  North  Easter.  Our  fire  soon  drove  the 
rebels  away  from  the  fort.  Now  and  then  they  would  tire  a  shot,  one 
of  which  struck  the  Sassacus  below  the  water  line  and  set  her  to  leak¬ 
ing  badly.  She  was  struck  once  or  twice  more,  but  with  no  loss  in  men. 
That  night  (the  20th)  the  rebels  sent  down  200  floating  torpedoes,  but 
1  had  a  strong  force  of  picket  boats  out,  and  the  torpedoes  were  sunk 
with  musketry.  One  got  in  the  wheel  of  the  Osceola  and  blew  her 
wheelhouse  to  pieces,  and  knocked  down  her  bulkheads  inboard,  but 
there  was  no  damage  to  the  hull.  Some  of  the  vessels  picked  up  the 
torpedoes  with  their  torpedo  nets.  The  next  morning  I  spread  two 
Ashing  nets  across  the  river. 

Yesterday  evening  General  Ames,  with  his  division,  moved  up  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  fort  and  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  the  rebels. 
On  hearing  the  musketry  and  seeing  where  our  troops  .were  I  opened 
a  rapid  lire  on  the  fort  and  all  along  the  enemy’s  line.  The  fort 
responded  with  three  or  four  shot,  but  was  soon  silenced.  This  morn¬ 
ing  we  heard  that  General  Terry  was  within  their  works,  and  the  road 
was  clear  to  Wilmington. 

The  Montailk  could  not  get  across  the  shoals  without  lightening, which 
was  a  work  of  some  labor.  As  I  shall  not  need  her  here  I  will  send 
her  up  James  River,  where  her  ser.vices  are  required. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  placing  the  flag  on  Fort  Strong,  and  at  12  o’clock 
noon  to-day  shall  lire  a  salute  of  thirty-live  guns,  this  being  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  Washington’s  birthday. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Stone ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Janies  River. 


Cape  Fear  River,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  with  your  vessel  in  tow  of  the 
Keystone  State,  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  then  proceed  up  James  Riyer 
and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  Montauh. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James  River. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  up  James  River  and  report 
to  Commodore  William  Radford  for  duty  in  his  district. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  Parker, 

Commanding  Maumee,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  February  22,  [ 1865]. 

T  will  be  up  to-night.  It  is  thought  an  attack  will  be  made  in  a  few 
days,  or  at  any  time. 

W.  Radford. 

„  .  ^  Commodore. 

Captain  Nichols, 

U .  8.  8.  Mendota,  Aiken’s  Landing. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Orozier , 
i .  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Vicksburg. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  22,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  and  await  fur¬ 
ther  orders  from  me. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

* , .  •  TT  „  Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  W.  U.  Grozier, 

Commanding  Vicksburg,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master  Henrv  Arev 

zr“gdsg8us.  vissr aud  Acting  Master  J-  H-lw’  w“: 


0,Yom{  uNnUZI  iW’  K-  Sr*’  t0  Lie<*™™t  Co,nmander 
young,  U  8.  Navy,  to  .cooperate  with  the  army  authorities  in  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  7 


;  °FF  Wilmington,  N.  C.  February  22, 1865 

oir:  You  will  remain  off  this  place  in  charge  until  further  orders 
and  will  cooperate  wRh  the  army  authorities  in  protecting  the  town! 

on  will  take  on  board  100  Xl-inch  shells  from  the  Bat  at  once. 

/<v,  -f  Ny?°k  and  Lenapee  will  stay  hereunder  your  command;  also  the 
Ldtus  You  will  send  at  once  to  the  Sea  Foam  and  get  all  the  nrovis 
ions  the  three  vessels  can  stow.  You  will  send  down  for  two  coal  ves 

vessel  SC  iarge  thelr  carg0eS  011  a  dock  aud  than  discharge  the 
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As  soon  as  possible  you  will  go  down  yourself’  and  remove  enough  of 
the  obstructions  to  make  a  wide  passage  for  vessels,  and  you  will  keep 
your  boats  employed  removing  torpedoes,  which  are  indicated  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  buoys  on  or  near  the  obstructions. 

You  will  also  take  charge  of  the  vessels  at  the  Mound  and  at  Smith- 
ville.  One  tug  will  be  left  (the  Moccasin)  to  take  out  pilots  at  the  bar. 

The  Mound  will  be  no  longer  needed  for  naval  purposes,  and  the  sail 
ors  will  be  withdrawn. 

You  will  visit  the  different  posts  yourself  frequently  and  keep  matters 
straight. 

Report  to  me  once  a  week. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Commanding  Maratanza,  off  Wilmington ,  A.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Temple ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  IS.  S.  Pontoosuc. 

Cate  Fear  River,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  sounds  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  report  to  Commander' W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty  in  his  district. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  AY.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  S.  IS.  Pontoosuc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  who 
have  been  engaged  on  court-martial. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  23,  1865. 

Sir:  After  the  court-martial,  of  which  you  are  a  member,  adjourns, 
you  will  proceed  with  your  vessel,  in  company  with  the  Shawmut, 
Huron,  Unadilla,  Seneca,  and  Chippewa,  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  wait 
further  orders. 

Respectfullv, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  Pequo t. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  ,T.  G. 
Walker  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut;  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O. 
Selfridge,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron ;  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M. 
Ramsay,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla ;  Lieutenant-Commander  M. 
Sicard,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Seneca;  Lieutenant-Commander  L.  L. 
Potter,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa .] 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  of  a 
(/rand  attack  proposed  by  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Dumbarton, 

Off  Aiken1  s  Landing ,  Febr  uary  23,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  sent  the  Hunchback  to  the 
sounds,  directing  the  commanding  officer  to  till  up  at  Norfolk  with  solid 
shot  as  required.  I  also  caused  to  be  placed  on  board  of  her  before 
leaving  three  torpedoes,  suitable  for  the  uses  to  which  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  subjected. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
1  sent  the  Ironsides  to  Norfolk  for  repairs  nearly  a  week  since,  and 
have  been  using  the  Dumbarton  from  that  time,  she  being  the  most 
suitable  and  convenient  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

In  an  interview  I  had  with  General  Grant  yesterday  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  received  information  from  Richmond  which  indicated  that 
the  rebels  propose  making  a  grand  attack  on  his  intrenchments;  at 
the  san  e  time  the  rebel  navy  (consisting  of  three  vessels  of  the  A  tlanta 
class  ready  for  action,  and  one  of  the  monitor  class  that  will  be  ready 
in  a  few  days)  will  attack  us,  and  if  successful  will  get  possession  of 
the  rivers,  etc,  I  am  in  readiness,  and  have  no  fears  of  their  success 
against  us. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glitz,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  orders  of  yesterday  are  hereby  revoked,  and  you  will 
proceed  up  James  River,  and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty 
in  his  district. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commauder  ,1.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  Osceola,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic ,  to  perform  temporary 
guard  duty  at  Fort  Fisher. 


Off  Wilmington,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  to  Fort  Fisher  and  relieve  the  Fort 
Ilonelson  and  carry  out  all  unexecuted  orders.  You  will  be  guard 
vessel  until  the  Fort  Donelson  returns.  When  she  does  return,  she  will 
relieve  you,  and  you  will  then  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads. 
Respectfully, 


Lieutenant-Commander  T. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


C.  Harris, 

Co  m  m  an  d  ing  Yantic. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  rorter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  sounds  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty  in  his  district. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J..C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Mackinaw ,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Willcox, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Off  Wilmington,  February  23,  1865. 


Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  to  New  Inlet  and  there  await  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Alabama ;  when  she  comes  she  will  take  you  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
You  will  then  take  command  of  the  picket  launch  and  proceed  to  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 
for  duty  in  the  sounds. 

Your  accounts  will  be  taken  up  on  the  Shamrock. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


.Acting-Ensign  Calvin  Willcox, 

Commanding  Picket  Launch  No.  6. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Langthorne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Alabama. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command,  and  deliver  the  ordnance  supplies  you  have  on  board  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  West,  commanding  that  station.  If  the  picket 
launch  No.  6  has  not  arrived  at  Beaufort,  you  will  proceed  here  and 
take  her  with  you  to  that  place  and  leave  her  there. 

After  performing  the  above  duty,  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and 
await  orders. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Langthorne, 

.Commanding  Alabama. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Aries  and  Howquah. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  ordered 
the  Aries  and  Howquah  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to 
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the  commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  in  place  of  the 
Lilian  and  Tristram  Shandy ,  which  vessels  are  repairing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1>.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dunn ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  regarding 
the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 


Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 

Sir:  Until  further  orders  you  will  cruise  with  your  vessel  up  and 
down  the  coast  from  the  Western  Bar  of  this  river  to  Georgetown,  S.  C., 
and  keep  on  the  lookout  for  blockade  runners. 

When  you  get  short  of  coal,  go  in  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  If  another  mon¬ 
itor  comes  here  after  I  am  gone  you  will  tow  her  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  0.  Dunn, 

Commanding  Montgomery. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information 
regarding  the  Confederate  rams  in  the  sounds. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 
Sir:  T  enclose  original  of  letter  from  Commander  J.  C.  Febiger,  com¬ 
manding  Mattabesett,  giving  latest  information  received  in  regard  to 
the  rebel  rams  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning  in  regard  to  the  last 
information  1  had  as  to  the  rebel  ram  building  up  the  river,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  it  was  received  from  a  negro  and  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  frame  of  the  ram  was  not  yet  entirely  up.  This  corresponds 
with  all  my  previous  information. 

One  small  steamer  had  been  launched  at  what  they  call  the  navy 
yard,  near  Edwards  Ferry,  and  had  been  taken  to  Halifax,  [N.  C.],  for 
completion.  This  and  another,  still  unfinished,  were  intended  as  tor¬ 
pedo  boats  and  tenders  to  the  Albemarle. 

All  the  rumors  and  information  1  haveobtained  during  the  past  month 
amount  to  the  fact  of  the  rams  not  being  near  completion,  and  that  the 
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rebels  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  finish  both  from  want  of  material 
and  proper  workmen. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

'  John  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Gomdg.  Division  Sounds  North  Carolina ,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  25, 1865. 
Monadnock  on  her  way  from  Charleston.  MontauJc  from  Cape  Fear 


Fiver 


Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 
City  Point, 


'  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


a. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25,  1865. 

I  think  it  not  impossible  that  the  enemy  may  send  their  rams  down 
to-night  or  during  present  high  water.  I  have  directed  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  pickets,  to  notice  and  report  any  such  movements. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron,  Jones ’  Landing,  Va. 


Special  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  James  River 

Division. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  25,  1865. 

The  James  River  fieet  will  observe  the  following  plan  in  case  of  a 
threatened  attack  from  the  rams  up  the  river:  The  picket  boats  will 
take  their  stations  at  dusk  near  the  obstructions,  and  permit  no 
enemy’s  boats  to  approach  for  the  purpose  of  sounding.  Steam  will  be 
kept  at  all  times  on  all  the  vessels,  and  at  night  steam  enough  to  move. 
Every  night  at  sunset  the  torpedo  boats  will  be  prepared,  with  steam  up, 
ready  to  attack  anything  they  are  ordered  to,  and,  when  the  opportunity 
occurs,  must  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  their  boats  if  necessary. 

The  Onondaga  and  Saugus  will  lie  as  close  to  the  obstructions  as  they 
can  without  being  fired  on  by  Howlett’s  battery,  and  have  the  range  of 
the  obstructions  with  their  guns.  Solid  shot  must  be  used  altogether, 
and  full  charges  of  powder.  The  Montauk  and  Atlanta  will  lie  on  each 
quarter  of  the  Onondaga  and  Saugus ,  as  follows: 

Onondaga  Saugus 


Montauk  Atlanta 


If  necessary  to  keep  the  bows  upstream,  the  before- mentioned  ves¬ 
sels  will  get  out  stern  hawsers.  In  case  the  rebel  rams  force  the 
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obstructions,  the  Miami ,  Western  World ,  Eutaw ,  and  Daylight  will  run 
in  between  the  Montauk  and  Atlanta ,  let  go  both  anchors,  and  let  the 
rams  sink  them  rather  than  they  should  pas*. 

The  Hunchback ,  Commodore  Morris,  Mendota,  Osceola,  Pawtuxet , 
Pontoosue,  Massasoit,  and  Sassacus  will  form  a  line  astern,  close  together, 
and  get  in  water  shoal  enough  to  prevent  the  rams  reaching  them.  The 
headmost  vessel  will  lie  30  yards  below  the  Atlanta,  on  the  side  where 
the  vessels  will  be  enabled  to  be  in  shoal  water.  The  distance  between 
each  vessel  will  be  40  feet.  The  Huron,  Pequot,  and  Kansas  will  form  a 
line  across  the  channel  100  yards  below  these  last-mentioned  vessels, 
with  kedge  astern  and  with  springs  from  their  quarters.  They  will 
also  have  their  chain  cables  ready  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other,  to 
prevent  the  rams  from  passing.  The  Seneca ,  Shawmut,  and  JJnadilla 
will  form  a  line  abreast  100  yards  below  the  three  last  mentioned  and 
observe  the  same  precautions.  All  guns  will  be  loaded  with  solid  shot 
and  full  charges  of  powder,  and  trained  forward  ready  for  use.  All 
other  vessels  not  mentioned  will  be  thrown  across  the  channel,  and  the 
cocks  turned  to  let  them  go  on  the  bottom  and  obstruct  the  passage 
before  and  behind  the  rams,  so  that  they  can  not  get  away  again.  To 
avoid  floating  torpedoes,  the  ironclads  will  carry  a  torpedo  catcher 
ahead.  With  these  instructions  carried  out,  no  ram  will  ever  go  back 
to  Richmond. 

Anyone  who  has  a  large  boat  will  have  her  rigged  with  a  spar  and 
a  torpedo,  which  will  never  be  put  on  the  spar  until  there  is  a  certainty 
of  these  rams  coming.  I  am  confident  there  is  pluck  enough  in  this 
squadron  to  make  a  dash  with  their  boats  rigged  with  torpedoes.  The 
officers  and  men  will  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  them.  Boats  will  also 
be  kept  ready  with  poles  with  nets  on  them  to  clog  the  rams’  propellers. 
The  enemy’s  smokestacks  must  be  sliof  away  if  possible,  and  shell 
thrown  down.  Everyone  must  set  his  wits  to  work,  and  have  no  such 
word  as  fail. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  vessels  must  lie : 


Onondaga. 

Montauk. 

I 

1  Miami. 

|  Western  World. 
|  Entaw. 

|  Daylight. 


Huron.  Pequot. 


Torpedo  boats. 


Saugus. 

I 

Atlanta. 


|  Hunchback. 

|  Commodore  Morris. 
|  Mendota. 

|  Osceola. 

|  Pawtuxet. 
j  Massasoit. 

I  Sassacus. 

Kansas. 


Seneca.  Shawmut.  TTnadilla. 

The  commanding  officer  at  the  [Dutch]  Gap  will  send  to  Norfolk  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  heavy  chain  to  stretch  across  the  river  200  yards  above  the  place 
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where  the  monitors  will  lie.  A  couple  of  Hats  will  also  he  necessary  to 
hold  the  chains  up  ;  the  ends  must  be  secured  firmly  to  each  side  of 
the  bank,  and  one  end  kept  ready  for  letting  go  at  a  moment’s  notice, 
so  that  in  case  the  rebels  run  ashore  before  getting  that  far  down  our 
vessels  can  go  by  and  attack  them. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  above  Wilmington  in  search  of  the  C.  8. 8. 

Chickamauga. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  25,  18G5. 

Sir:  You  must  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  Chicka¬ 
mauga.  I  am  told  that  she  is  only  15  miles  above  Wilmington  stuck 
hard  and  fast  and  water  enough  to  get  to  her.  If  that  is  the  case  let 
the  Lenapee  go  up,  taking  all  precautions  against  torpedoes,  aud  cap¬ 
ture  her  or  destroy  her.  Get  your  pilots  and  do  not  send  the  vessel 
until  you  know  all  about  her.  Be  careful  this  pirate  does  not  slip  past 
you  and  get  to  sea. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Maratanza. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  the 

Cape  Fear  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River ,  February  25,  18G5. 

Sir:  The  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Wilmington  has  left  a  large 
naval  force  free  to  act  elsewhere. 

1  have  heavily  reinforced  the  squadrons  up  the  James  and  in  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina,  a  sufficient  number  being  kept  in  Cape  Fear 
River  to  protect  transports  going  up  and  down.  I  have  also  detailed  a 
sufficient  number  to  cruise  along  the  coast  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
communicating  with  the  outside  world. 

I  send  you  a  plan  of  the  enemy’s  works  from  Fort  Anderson  up 
to  Wilmington.  These  mounted  in  all  heavy  guns,  and  in  a  good 
position. 

The- upper  one,  Fort  Strong,  was  not  very  accessible  to  naval  attack, 
except  at  long  range,  but  was  of  no  further  use  to  the  rebels  after  the 
division  of  General  Terry  had  turned  it  on  the  right  and  the  division  of 
General  Cox  had  obtained  a  footing  on  the  island  above  it.  The  rebels 
left  to  avoid  being  cut  off. 

Everything  in  the  shape  of  naval  material  was  destroyed  by  the 
rebels,  except  the  pirate  Chickamauga,  which,  at  a  high  stage  of  water, 
went  up  to  Fayetteville,  where  she  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  Army 
before  long. 

I  have  left  all  the  necessary  orders  here  to  remove  the  obstructions 
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and  torpedoes  and  render  navigation  safe.  At  present  it  is  rather 
dangerous. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  vessels  and  their  present  stations. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  I>.  (J. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  Feb 

ruary  25,  iS65. 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 


A.  D.  Yance. 

Henry  Brinker. 

Alpha. 

Harcourt. 

Bignonia. 

Lilac. 

Clematis. 

Monticello. 

Chicopee. 

Mount  Yernon. 

Cactus. 

Mount  Washington. 

Dumbarton  (ready). 

New  Ironsides. 

Delta. 

Poppy. 

Dictator. 

Samuel  Rotan. 

Governor  Buckingham. 

Victoria. 

Glance. 

Wyandotte  (guard  ship). 

General  Putnam. 

Watch. 

Hetzel. 

Zouave. 

Atlanta. 

James  River. 

Miami. 

Chippewa. 

Memlota. 

Commodore  Barney. 

Montauk. 

Commodore  Morris. 

Onondaga. 

Commodore  Perry. 

Osceola. 

Delaware. 

Phlox. 

Dawn. 

Pequot. 

Daylight. 

Pawtuxet. 

Eutaw. 

Pontoosuc. 

Hunchback. 

Seneca. 

Huron. 

Spuyten  Duyvil. 

I.  N.  Seymour. 

Saffron. 

Kansas. 

Sassacus. 

Mackinaw. 

Unadilla. 

Maumee. 

Western  World. 

Massasoit. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Agawam. 

Martin. 

Belle. 

Mattabesett. 

Commodore  Hull. 

Shamrock. 

Ceres. 

Shokokon. 

Fort  Donelson  (temporary). 

Tacony. 

Granite  (guard  ship). 

Valley  City. 

Hoyt. 

Whitehead. 

Iosco. 

Wyal  using. 

Lockwood. 
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Berberry. 

Nyaek. 

Eolus. 

Bepublic. 

Emma. 

Lenapee. 

Moccasin  (temporary). 
Maratanza. 

Yantic  (temporary). 

Hampton  Roads. 

Keystone  State. 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Nansemond. 

Vicksburg. 

Bhode  Island. 

Wilderness. 

B.  B.  Cuyler. 

Young  America. 

York  River. 

Crusader. 

Mystic. 

Dispatch  vessels. 

Bat. 

Little  Ada. 

Fahkee. 

Alabama  (carrying  on 

Beaufort. 

Belease. 

Anemone. 

Arietta. 
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Cruising  between  Georgetown,  S.  C. ,  and  Western  Bar. 

Montgomery. 


Report  of  Commander  Fr alley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  from  Charleston , 

8.  C.,  towing  the  U.  8.  8.  Sangamon. 

• 

U.  S.  S .  Emma, 

Off  Smithville ,  N.  C.,  February  26,  1866. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  my  having  arrived  off  the  western  bar  of 
Cape  Fear  Biver  on  Saturday  afternoon  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  the 
U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  having  in  tow  the  U.  S.  S.  Sangamon ,  with  direc¬ 
tions  from  Admiral  Dahlgren  to  take  her  off  Wilmington  and  then 
return  with  the  Tuscarora  and  repoit  to  him  at  that  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  V.  8.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  1).  i).  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren, 
U.  8.  Navy,  proposing  to  send  the  U.  8.  S.  Sangamon  into  the  James 
River. 

•  Cape  Fear  Biver,  February  27,  1865. 

Admiral  :  The  Sangamon  arrived  here  this  morning  too  late  to  be  of 
any  service,  as  the  works  on  the  river  had  been  rendered  untenable  by 
the  Montauk  and  gunboats,  and  Wilmington  is  now  in  our  possession. 
Six  earthworks  and  26  heavy  guns  fell  into  our  hands.  From  informa¬ 
tion  1  have  received  I  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  get  the  Sangamon 
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to  Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  suppose  she  is 
of  no  longer  any  use  to  you. 

Semmes  is  going  to  make  a  last  effort  with  his  rams,  and  may  suc¬ 
ceed  if  not  prevented.  I  have  ordered  1,000  tons  of  coal  sent  you  from 
here. 

Congratulating  you  on  getting  into  Charleston,  I  remain, 

Very  truly  and  sincerely, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Rear1- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  list  of  the  guns 
found  in  the  evacuated  Confederate  works. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  a  list  of  the  guns  found  in  the  forts  evacuated 
by  the  rebels  as  the  army  and  navy  moved  up  on  them.  They  are  all 
good  guns,  and  mostly  have  new  carriages.  The  number  captured  in 
the  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  near  Wilmington  amounts  to 
212.  There  are  likely  more  which  I  know  nothing  about. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  T>.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Itefenses  of  Cape  Fear  Fiver. 

Fort  Anderson. — Three  rided  32-pounders,  (i  smoothbore  32-pounders, 
3  smoothbore  24  pounders. 

Barrier  on  Fort  Strong. — One  rifled  32-pounder,  banded;  1  rifled 
32-pounder,  1. smoothbore  32-pounder,  1  IX-inch  gun,  1  VIH-inch  gun. 

No.  2  {above  barrier),  Fort  Lee. — Two  24-pounders,  1  30-pounder  Par¬ 
rott,  1  IX-inch  gun,  1  42-pounder,  1  32-pouuder  smoothbore. 

No.  3  ( above  No.  £).— Three  6-inch  rifles,  1  IX-inch  gun. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Aries. 

Cape  Pear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  27,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  deliver  the  stores  you  have  on 
board  to  the  vessels  as  they  ai'rive,  after  which  you  will  proceed  to  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling  for  duty  in  his 
squadron. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Williams, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Aries. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Young ,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  the  destruction  of  the  traverses  in  the  captured 
works  in  Cape  Fear  River. 


Gape  Fear  River,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir:  If  the  array  lias  not  taken  charge  of  those  forts  on  the  river, 
you  will  move  the  gun  carriages  out  of  the  way  and  burn  up  all  the 
traverses.  If  there  is  any  powder  in  the  magazines,  beware  of  wires 
or  hidden  torpedoes.  The  best  plan  will  be  to  have  the  powder  thrown 
overboard  and  then  burn  the  traverses. 

Respectfully, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Commanding  Maratanza. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dumbarton,  February  28,  1865. 
The  barges  were  sunk  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  the  place  designated. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Naval  Forces, 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Array, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Ghickamauga. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  From  information  obtained  at  General  Schofield  s  headquarters 
and  by  the  report  of  a  river  pilot  whom  I  sent  up  to  Indian  Wells,  on 
the  North  West  Branch  of  this  river  [Cape  Fear],  night  before  last,  the 
Ghickamauga  has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  I  am  positive  that  it  is 
the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  George  W.  Young, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
' tenant  Batch,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  search  for  blockade  runner. 

March  1,  1805. 

Sir:  On  your  way  down  to  Key  West  you  will  stop  at  Little  River, 
where,  I  understand,  there  is  a  blockade  runner  reloading  Make 
enquiries  concerning  her  whereabouts,  and  capture  her  if  possible. 
Respectfully,  David  d  poRTBR> 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch, 

Commanding  Howquah. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Yount/,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  guns 
dismounted ,  powder  destroyed,  and  preparations  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  MARATANZA,  March  1,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26tli  of  February  I  sent 
a  party  to  the  forts  on  the  eastern  bank  and  dismounted  some  17 
guns  and  threw  all  the  powder  found  in  the  magazine  overboard. 
The  names  of  forts  and  numbers  and  description  of  guns  I  will  forward 
by  the  next  mail.  We  are  now  preparing  a  heavy  lighter  to  lift  the 
obstructions,  and  as  soon  as  the  coal  can  be  got  alongside  the  dock, 
the  Eolus  will  be  put  at  the  work. 

Your  general  orders  and  instructions  will  be  carried  out,  if  it  is  in 
my  power  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  steamers 

Shokokon  and  Agawam. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Fist,  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C .,  Fli/mouth,  March  1,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Shokokou  at  this  place.  She  arrived  yesterday  and  I  sent  her  to  New 
Berne  to  have  her  decks  shored  up  and  breeching  bolts  fitted  for  her 
IX-inch  guns. 

The  Agawam  has  also  got  over  the  Hatteras  Swash. 

There  is  no  news  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P .  S. — I  am  working  hard  at  the  obstructions  to  be  placed  in  the 
river,  and  making  good  headway.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  chains 
stretched  across. 

W.  H.  M. 


[Telegram.] 


Norfolk,  March  2,  1865. 

General  Grant  would  like  to  see  you  and  I  shall  be  in  Washington 
to  morrow  morning  with  this  vessel,  the  Bat,  in  which  you  can  leave  in 
the  afternoon.  She  is  a  regular  armed  man-of-war.  and  the  fastest 
vessel  on  the  river.  I  think  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  use  her. 


President  Lincoln, 

Washington,  F.  C. 


G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary . 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  2, 1865. 
You  may  cruise  about  the  bay  and  vicinity  of  Hampton  Roads  until 
the  machinery  is  in  perfect  working  order,  not  to  be  abseut  from  the 
telegraph  more  than  twenty-four  hours. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dictator ,  Point  Lookout ,  Md. 


[  Telegram.  1 

Navy  Department,  March  3,  1865. 
Have  the  ironclads  Montauk  and  Monadnock  arrived?  When  they 
arrive  send  them  up  James  River  immediately. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expe¬ 
dition  up  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lena  pee, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  March  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orderof  the  1st  instant,  I  got  underway  with 
this  vessel  on  the  2d  instant  and  proceeded  up  the  North  West  Branch 
to  a  point  where  the  Cape  Fear  River  forms  a  junction  with  the  Black 
River.  The  bends  in  the  river  I  found  too  short  to  attempt  to  get  the 
vessel  higher  without  carrying  away  the  wheelhouses  and  otherwise 
damaging  the  ship.  1  remained  there  until  1  o’clock  p.  m.  to-day.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  night  some  negroes  came  down,  and,  on  questioning  them,  they 
informed  me  that  they  had  been  told  that  General  Sherman’s  forces 
were  at  a  town  called  Robeson,  20  miles  from  Fayetteville.  I  gained 
no  further  intelligence  of  importance.  . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  4,  1865. — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  8:20  p.  m.) 

The  James  River  is  very  high,  and  will  continue  so  as  long  as  the 
weather  of  the  past  week  lasts. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  at  once  all  the  ironclads  that  it  is  intended 
should  come  here. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

lion.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


60 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  J>.  C.,  March  4,  1865 — 8  :  50  p.  m. 
Send  off'  a  steamer  to  Cape  Fear  River  to  bring  the  Montauk ,  ironclad, 
to  James  River  immediately,  and  let  the  same  steamer  go  with  great 
dispatch  to  Charleston  to  bring  up  two  ironclads  from  there;  all  for 
James  River.  Answer  what  steamer  leaves,  and  when. 

Cideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

■  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  5 , 1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  10:  45  a.  m.) 

Your  telegram  was  received  this  morning  at  fifteen  minutes  after 
midnight;  blowing  a  gale  of  wind  at  the  time. 

U.  S.  S.  Aries  sailed  at  daylight  this  morning. 

The  monitors  are  expected  every  moment  from  Cape  Fear,  and  I 
shall  send  them  up  the  river  immediately. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hou.  Gideon  YVelles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[  Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  5, 1865—2  :  30  p.  m. 

( Received  2 : 45  p.  m.) 

The  monitor  Sangamon  is  now  in  and  is  on  her  way  up  the  James 
River. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  etc. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Spencer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrest,  by 
military  authority,  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Samuel  Rotan. 


F.  S.  Schooner  Samuel  Rotan, 
Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  March  6,  1S65. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  at 
1  p.  m.,  two  soldiers  of  the  provost-guard  and  a  civilian  came  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  arrested  the  commanding  officer,  Acting  Master  YVilliam 
G.  Nutting,  searched  his  stateroom,  and  took  him  ' from  the  vessel 
refusing  to  show  written  authority.  The  guard  stated  that  they  made 
the  arrest  by  the  order  of  Major  Cunningham,  provost-marshal  of 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D.  Porter, 


T.  ",  v .  Spencer, 

Acting  Ensign. 


Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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I  don’t  think  Captain  Berrien  should  recognize  military  authority  on 
board  a  naval  vessel. 


F[ox], 

[Endorsement.] 


Military  arrest  of  naval  officer  on  his  vessel  should  not  have  been 
permitted. 


[Welles.] 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Acting  Ensign  Pratt , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter  of  commendation  from  Commander 
Trencliard ,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Navy  Department,  March  8 ,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  herewith  transmit 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Stephen  D.  Trenchard,  of  the 
3d  instant,  commending  the  skillful  manner  in  which  you  handled  the 
boat  sent  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the  wrecked  schooner  Spray ,  and  also 
the  efficient  services  rendered  by  you  in  the  embarkation  of  troops  after 
the  first  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Ensign  Nichols  Pratt, 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Erode  Island, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  March  3 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant, 
while  on  the  passage  up  from  Beaufort  to  Hampton  Boads,  discovered 
a  schooner  flying  signal  of  distress  on  the  shoals  about  1 1  miles  S.  S.  E. 
from  Cape  Lookout.  Stood  in  and  dispatched  boat  to  her  assistance. 

The  vessel  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Spray ,  of  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J., 
Israel  G.  Adams,  master,  from  Fortress  Monroe  for  Beaufort,  with  coal 
for  the  Army,  and  had  been  on  shore  since  Monday  night,  the  27th 
ultimo,  her  stern  washed  in,  and  she  was  going  to  pieces  very  fast. 
Her  crew  had  taken  refuge  upon  the  bowsprit  and  jib  boom,  from  which 
they  were  rescued  by  our  boat  and  brought  to  this  port  by  the  Rhode 
Island. 

The  master  reports  that  during  the  time  the  schooner  was  on  shore 
several  vessels  passed  so  near  that  he  could  see  their  signal  for  pilots 
and  without  rendering  any  assistance. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  Acting 
Ensign  Nichols  Pratt,  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  the  boat  was 
handled  on  this  occasion,  and  also  for  the  efficient  service  rendered  by 
him  after  the  first  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  in  the  embarkation  of 
troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  I).  Trenchard, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron . 
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[Telegram.]  • 

City  Point,  Ya.,  March  9 ,  1865 — 8:30  p.  m. 
Naval  force  along  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  will  be 
increased.  Is  the  James  higli  enough  to  make  an  attempt  to  go  up  ? 
We  have  a  very  large  naval  force  released,  and  the  sacrifice  of  some  of 
them  might  open  the  way  for  others  to  get  through. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  March  9 ,  1865. 

The  James  River  is  high  enough  for  gunboats  to  ascend,  except  in 
cooperation  with  the  army.  However,  I  do  not  think  any  practical 
results  could  come  from  sending  them  up.  If  Admiral  Porter  comes 
down  here,  as  I  expect  in  a  few  days,  I  will  consult  with  him  on  the 
subject  and  let  you  know  the  conclusion. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  10,  1865. 
Have  the  Rhode  Island  ready  for  sea. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dictator , 

or  the  Senior  Commanding  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expe¬ 
dition  into  the  North  West  Branch  of  the  Gape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanla, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  that  since  the  first  of  this  month  the  steamer 
Folus,  with  a  boat  and  crew  from  the  Maratanza  and  Lenapee,  boats’ 
crews  and  officers  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  L.  H 
Newman,  of  the  Nyaek,  ascended  the  North  West  Branch  as  far  as  the 
steamer  could  go  without  knocking  off  wheelhouses  and  injuring  the 
vessels  materially,  but  sufficiently  far  enough  to  prove  to  my  entire  sat¬ 
isfaction  that  the  river  is  obstnicted  above  that  point,  and  we  will  be 
compelled  to  employ  smaller,  and  if  they  can  be,  steam  launches,  for 
up-river  service.  The  gate  obstructions  are  all  clear,  so  that  three  or 
four  vessels  can  pass  abreast.  The  obstructions  on  the  line  of  the  two 
sunken  steamers,  where  the  buoy  Hags  were  planted,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  take  great  pains  to  raise  carefully.  We  have  succeeded  in 
destroying  some  four  torpedoes  which  were  found  lodged  in  the  loo-s  of 
the  obstructions.  & 
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r  have  thought  proper  to  have  all  the  traverses  of  all  the  forts  on  the 
east  bank  of  Cape  Fear  Fiver  removed  and  destroyed  by  the  axe  than 
by  lire,  as  1  found  the  powder  spread  all  along  .over  the  ground.  I 
would  respectfully  request  instructions  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of 
the  guns  in  the  forts,  and  get  permission  to  mount  one  of  the  IX-incli 
guns,  captured  at  one  of  the  naval  batteries,  on  board  this  ship  to  com¬ 
plete  my  complement. 

I  have  not  been  enabled  to  get  the  ordnance  schooners  along  as 
fast  as  might  be  had  the  weather  been  better.  It  has  been  such  that 
ammunition  of  all  kinds  would  have  been  ruined,  as  it  has  rained  the 
greater  part  of  the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.  | 


U.  S.  S.  N  YACK, 

Wilmington ,  N.  6'.,,  March  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  with  the  Eolus  up  the 
Cape  Fear  River  ou  the  7tli  instant  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Wood’s 
Creek,  about  28  miles  from  here.  After  passing  the  mouth  of  Black 
River  the  stream  is  very  narrow  and  tortuous,  with  a  strong  current. 
Finding  that  I  could  not  make  the  turns  without  using  hawsers,  and  then 
fouling  paddle  boxes  and  smokestack  in  the  branches  of  large  trees,  I 
concluded  to  return.  The  people,  white  and  black,  whom  I  questioned, 
state  that  the  Chickamauga  is  sunk  across  the  stream  at  Indian  Wells, 
with  a  chain  just  below.  Her  two  guns  are  on  a  bluff  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


L.  II.  Newman, 
Lieu  tenant-  Comm  under. 


Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  Present ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 


General  order  of  Commodore  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  James 
River  Flotilla ,  regarding  picket  duty. 

James  River  Flotilla, 
Flagship  Dumbarton ,  March  11,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Homer  C.  Blake  will  hereafter  have  control 
of  the  naval  picket  lines. 

No  boat  will  be  allowed  to  pass  the  Onondaga  during  the  night  on 
any  pretense  whatever,  without  first  reporting  on  board  the  Onondaga 
and  obtaining  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake’s  permission,  or  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  ironclad  division. 

The  following  arrangement  will  be  observed  with  regard  to  picket 
boats,  commencing.  Saturday  evening  the  11th  instant.  Each  vessel 
named  will  send  a  boat  with  a  full  crew,  armed  and  equipped  for  the 
night,  with  an  officer  in  charge. 

Saturday,  March  11,  1865. — Mackinaw,  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Bullard 
(in  charge  of  picket  line);  Massasoit ,  Eutaw ,  Chippewa ,  Unadilla ,  Sas- 
sacus ,  Maumee. 
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Sunday  evening ,  the  12tli. — Mendota,  Acting  Master  Digard  (in  charge 
of  picket  line);  Commodore  Perry,  Pontoosuc ,  Osceola ,  Shawmut ,  Huron , 
Miami. 


These  boats,  with  the  officers  in  charge  as  assigned,  will  do  picket 
duty,  alternating  each  night,  as  observed  in  this  order. 

The  tugs  Alert ,  Clinton ,  and  launch  No.  4  will  report  for  duty  every 
night. 

Respectfully, 


Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  expedition  into  the 

Neuse  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 

New  Berne ,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  9th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Palmer  urging 
me  tos'end  a  force  up  the  .Neuse,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  as  putting 
a  pontoon  over,  11  miles  below  Kinston.  I  sent  Lieutenant-Comman¬ 
der  Thornton,  of  the  Iosco,  up  yesterday  with  eight  boats’  crews  and 
officers,  in  the  army  steamers  Shrapnel  and  Ella  May ;  the  latter  .was 
armed  with  our  howitzers.  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton  had 
received  orders  from  you  to  go  to  Plymouth,  but  as  there  seems  some 
important  movement  going  on,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  general  that 
the  enemy  have  been  largely  reinforced  at  Kinston,  I  have  detained 
the  Iosco  until  this  expedition  returns. 

The  acting  master  of  the  Commodore  Hull  showed  me  his  orders  to 
take  command  of  the  Sholcohon. 

The  Ceres  takes  up  some  men  from  the  hospital  belonging  to  the 
Wyalusing.  There  is  one  schooner  here  under  charter,  and  she  will  be 
sent  to  Roanoke  Island  after  coaling  the  Taeony,  unless  you  direct  oth¬ 
erwise.  We  have  been  using  her  to  coal  our  vessels,  the  lighter  having 
sunk  at  the  wharf  of  the  storehouse. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 

■Navy  Department,  March  12, 1865. 
Report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  at  Hampton  Roads,  for  command  of 
the  Monadnock. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy, 

No.  2031  Pine  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  12 ,  1865—l:30p.m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 

Mahopac  is  in  from  Charleston,  and  the  Casco  from  New  York,  and 
both  aie  on  their  way  up  the  James  River.  We  have  no  news  of  the 
Montauk. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

^  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  13, 1865. 

Send  Montauk  to  Washington  navy  yard  as  soon  as  she  arrives. 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  expedi¬ 
tion  up  the  Reuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam,  New  Berne,  March  13,  1865. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commander  Thornton  returned  last  night  with  the 
expedition  he  took  up  the  Neuse  River.  The  Ella  May  and  Shrapnel, 
army  steamers,  were  not  sufficiently  supplied  with  coal  to  make  a  longer 
stay.  The  boats  reached  a  point  about  3  miles  below  Kinston.  Gen¬ 
eral  Cox  advised  that  they  should  return  and  patrol  the  river. 

A  deserter  from  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  on  board  the  Ella 
May  yesterday  morning.  He  states  that  the  whole  rebel  force  under 
Bragg  (estimated  by  him  at  40,000)  had  evacuated  Kinston,  moving 
toward  Goldsboro,  but  that  Hoke’s  division  returned  when  he  left.  The 
ironclad  is  afloat  and  ready  for  service;  has  two  guns,  draws  9  feet. 
No  pontoon  was  found  in  the  Neuse. 

If  you  can  send  me  a  torpedo  launch  at  once  he  may  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  destroying  the  ironclad.  The  bridge  (railroad)  at  Kinston  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

We  are,  unfortunately,  dependent  on  the  army  for  light-draft  steam¬ 
ers.  If  I  had  the  proper  vessels  I  should  be  able  to  act.  I  shall  keep 
the  Iosco  for  a  few  days,  as  we  may  require  her  boats  and  men. 

I  am  making  an  effort  to-day  to  have  the  Ella  May  fitted  with  a  tor¬ 
pedo  to  send  her  up  again,  as  General  Cox  telegraphs  me  that  he  would 
like  to  have  the  boats  up  again. 

8  p.  m. — I  have  received  a  note  from  an  aid  de  camp  of  General  Scho¬ 
field  (commanding  department),  informing  me  that  he  will  be  unable  to 
place  the  steamers  at  my  disposal.  Nothing  can  be  done,  therefore,  by 
us.  There  is  a  chance  of  using  the  picket  launch  if  she  can  be  got  here 
without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RniND, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  14,  1865. 
Have  the  Malvern  at  Hampton  Roads  Friday  morning,  ready  to  go  np 
James  River  with  the  admiral  and  friends. 


G.  V.  Fox. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  14,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  7 :  30  p.  m.) 

Monitor  Lehigh  in  from  Charleston  and  will  go  up  the  James  River 
immediately.  No  news  of  the  Montauk.  Our  troops  in  possession  of 
Kinston,  N.  C. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

•  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  14 ,  1865. 

Will  you  please  have  a  few  gunboats,  say  six,  including  four  already 
gone,  sent  into  the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers  to  keep  open  free  navi¬ 
gation  between  White  House  and  the  mouth  of  York  River.  I  have  a 
large  force  now  on  its  way  to  White  House.  WThen  it  is  withdrawn  the 
uavy  can  withdraw  also. 

TJ.  S.  Grant, 

Lie  utenav  t-  General. 

Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Major-  General  Ord. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Dumbarton,  March  14, 1865 — 12:55  p.  m. 
Telegram  received.  Will  send  vessels  required  immediately. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 


Jones’  Landing,  March  14,  1865. 

^  The  Mahopac  and  Casco  have  arrived.  At  the  special  request  of 
General  Grant,  I  have  sent  two  vessels  from  here  to  York  River  to 
cooperate  with  the  army. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  67 

Report  of  Commander  Rhind ,  U.  S.  Navi/,  regarding  the  destruction  of 

the  C.  S.  ram  Neuse. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam,  New  Berne,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Whitehead  arrived  here  at  8  a.  m.  I  found  her  not  ready 
for  immediate  seivice,  but  shall  have  her  ready  by  8  a.  in.  to  morrow. 
I  intend  sending  her  up  to  Kinston.  I  had  a  torpedo  fitted  to  her,  and 
after  1  had  the  works  started  I  received  a  telegram  from  General  Cox 
at  the  bridge  Kinston  stating,  “The  ram  is  burned;  her  wreck  is  in 
sight;  the  torpedo  will  not  be  needed.” 

This  evening  I  have  another  dispatch,  dated  at  Kinston.  As  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram,  there  is  no  longer 
a  necessity  for  the  picket  launch.  The  Iosco  will  go  to  Plymouth 
immediately  on  Captain  Thornton’s  return.  He  goes  up  on  the  White- 
head.  If  the  services  of  the  Whitehead  should  be  required  here  on  her 
return,  I  will  inform  you  and  will  retain  her  till  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 


[Telegram.! 

Navy  Department,  March  15,  1865. 
Send  Monadnoch  up  James  River. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Captain  Glisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnoch,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir:  \ou  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monadnoch,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  up  the  James  River  and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty. 
ITse  every  exertion  to  reach  your  destination  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  in  Hampton  Roads. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monadnoch. 


[Endorsement.] 

Reported  March  20. 


W.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  with 
the  army  in  Rappahannoch  and  Yorh  rivers. 

James  River  Flotilla, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Dumbarton,  March  15.  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  communication  of  the  7th  instant. 
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1  would  respectfully  state  that  I  was  requested  by  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report  when  ordered  to  the  command 
of  this  flotilla,  to  send  two  or  more  gunboats  up  the  Rappahannock.  I 
telegraphed  to  General  Grant  that  Commander  Parker  was  in  command 
of  that  district,  and  that  he  had  gunboats  better  adapted  for  those 
waters.  In  reply  the  general  stated  that  he  wished  me  to  send  them, 
as  they  were  to  go  on  a  special  expedition,  and  to  go  immediately. 

Supposing  Commander  Parker  to  be  up  the  Potomac,  and  the  gen 
eral’s  dispatch  indicating  an  emergency,  1  directed  two  gunboats  to 
proceed  immediately  up  the  Rappahannock  and  cooperate  with  the 
army.  Had  I  directed  them  to  report  to  Commander  Parker  I  could 
not  have  complied  with  General  Grant’s  request,  which  was  in  substance 
an  order. 

In  obedience  to  a  telegram  received  from  General  Grant  I  yesterday 
sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut  and  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Morris  up  the  York 
River.  This  telegram  stated  that  a  naval  cooperation  was  required 
immediately. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Dumbarton, 

Jones ’  Landing,  March  15,  1865. 

I  received  an  order  last  night  to  send  this  vessel  to  Washington.  I 
should  like  to  keep  her  until  replaced. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.  J 

Navy  Department,  March  16, 1865. 
Proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  to  New  York  with  the  Dictator,  taking 
the  Rhode  Island  with  you,  when  she  can  proceed  to  Maine. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dictator,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  16,  1865. 

Shall  not  be  with  you  until  Saturday.  Notify  Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard,  IT.  S.  Army, 

City  Joint,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  16, 1865. 
When  you  can  spare  the  Mahopac  and  Saugus,  or  either  of  them,  send 

them  U)  Washington.  Withdraw  neither  except  approved  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant. 


Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 
Commanding  James  River 


G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flotilla,  Jones'1  Landing ,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  16,  1865. 
Retain  Dumbarton  while  you  are  living  on  board. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla ,  Jones’’  Landing,  Va. 


Instructions  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  picket 

duty  in  James  River. 

CL  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  16,  1865. 

The  picket  boats  doing  duty  at  Dutch  Gap  will,  in  case  of  torpedo 
boats  or  lire  rafts  passing  down  the  river,  give  the  alarm  by  bring  a 
rocket.  Should  the  rebel  fleet  pass  the  gap,  they  will,  in  addition  to 
the  rocket,  burn  a  red  Coston  light  in  such  a  position  that  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  upper  and  lower  fleets.  Should  torpedo  boats  come  to  the 
obstructions,  they  must  be  captured  or  destroyed.  Should  they,  how¬ 
ever,  succeed  in  passing  the  obstructions,  a  rocket  will  be  fired  as  a 
warning  to  the  fleet;  our  picket  boats  will  pursue  them,  showing  a  red 
light  toward  the  Commodore  Berry,  that  we  may  distinguish  between 
friend  and  foe,  care  being  taken  that  the  light  is  not  seen  from  up  the 
river. 

The  firing  of  a  musket  from  one  of  the  picket  boats  will  indicate  dan¬ 
ger.  All  boats  will  immediately  get  underway  to  be  ready  to  execute 
any  orders  received  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  picket  line.  One 
long  whistle  will  call  the  boats  from  the  north  channel  to  the  assistance 
of  those  in  the  south  channel;  two  long  whistles  will  call  the  boats  in 
south  channel  to  the  assistance  of  those  in  the  north  channel. 

Picket  boats  will  not  leave  their  stations  on  any  pretense  whatever, 
except  in  case  of  an  attack  or  by  order  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
picket  line. 

No  boat  will  be  allowed  to  pass  up  to  the  obstructions  after  dark 
without  the  order  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ironclad  division,  nor 
above  the  obstructions  without  the  sanction  of  the  commander  of  the 
division. 

A  white  light  shown  by  one  of  the  picket  boats  will  indicate  that  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  pickets  is  wanted. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  picket  boats  will  see  that  their  respective 
boats  are  provided  with  the  following  articles: 

A  red  and  white  lantern. 
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Rocket  and  grapnel,  with  at  least  3  fathoms  of  chain  attached  to  it, 
to  be  used  in  case  of  lire  rafts. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  picket  boats  are  charged  with  a  most 
important  duty;  the  strictest  vigilance  is  required  at  all  times;  they 
will  avoid  all  unnecessary  noise  and  be  careful  that  no  lights  are  shown 
from  their  boots  unless  absolutely  necessary. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  picket  line  will  report  in  writing  the 
slightest  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  one  on  the  picket  line. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Homer  0.  Blake, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  Navy , 

In  charge  of  Naval  Picket  Line ,  Trent's  Reach. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off 
Wilmington ,  regarding  general  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  report  of  the  5th  instant  I  have  examined  the 
forts  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and,  as  reported  before,  find  my 
orders  have  been  carried  out  strictly.  On  the  7th  instant  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Newman,  commanding  the  Nyack ,  made  an  examination  of 
the  North  W  est  Branch  of  the  [Cape  Fear]  River  as  far  as  the  Devil’s  Bend, 
but  returned  on  the  9th  instant,  tinding  the  river  to  be  very  circuitous, 
and  not  wishing  to  damage  the  Eolus,  he  returned  at  the  expiration  of 
forty-eight  hours.  Enclosed  please  find  Lieutenant-Commander  New¬ 
man’s  report.* 

On  the  11th  instant,  in  an  interview  with  Major-General  Scofield,  he 
mentioned  that  he  was  anxious  to  open  communication  with  Major- 
General  Sherman.  Acting  Master  H.  W.  Grinnell  and  Acting  Ensign 
H.  B.  Colby,  of  the  Nyack,  volunteered  to  convey  any  communication 
to  the  army  that  the  general  might  have  to  send,  and  as  their  com¬ 
manding  officer  had  no  objections,  I  gave  the  permission  to  undertake 
the  service.  I  am  happy  to  state  they  were  in  time  to  meet  General 
Sherman  just  outside  of  Fayetteville.  I  respectfully  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  Acting  Master  Grinnell’s  report,!  a  copy  of  which  I  respectfully 
submit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lltli  instant,  Major-General  Terry,  in  an  inter¬ 
view,  stated  that  he  was  about  starting  an  expedition  up  the  North 
West  Branch  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  way  to  Fayetteville,  and 
wished  to  have  one  of  the  gunboats,  as  a  support,  to  follow.  I  imme¬ 
diately  prepared  the  Eolus ,  and  with  one  boat’s  crew  from  each  of  the 
vessels  ( Maratanza ,  Lena, pee,  and  Nyack)  I  followed  the  army  tug,  but 
owing  to  the  circuitous  nature  of  the  river,  the  Eolus  was  compelled  to 
anchor  in  what  is  called  the  Devil’s  Bend  for  the  night;  but  the  next 
morning  we  made  our  way  through  the  difficulties  and  reached  Fayette¬ 
ville  at  9:30  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant.  On  my  arrival  I  found 
General  Sherman’s  army  making  preparation  for  crossing.  I  called 
upon  General  Sherman,  tendering  my  services,  and  he  requested  that 
1  would  leave  the  Eolus  in  the  river  until  his  army  had  left  Fayette¬ 
ville,  which  I  have  done.  The  obstructions  in  the  upper  part  of  Cape 
.  ^ear  River,  owing  to  the  heavy  freshets,  have  been  swept  away  and 
with  screw  steamers  of  100  or  130  feet  in  length,  with  3  feet  draft  of 


See  p.  62. 


|See  p.  90. 
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water,  Fayetteville  can  be  reached  at  any  season.  The  Chiclcamauga 
was  sunk  across  the  narrow  part  of  the  channel,  but  the  current  has 
swept  her  alongside  the  bank. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy , 

Senior  Officer  present  off  Wilmington. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 
the  II.  S.  steamers  Hunchback  and  Whitehead. 

*  U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 

New  Berne ,  March  17,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Hunchback  arrived  here  this  afternoon.  I  have  directed 
Captain  Fyff'e  to  proceed  to  Plymouth  as  soon  as  he  coals  his  vessel. 
The  Iosco  left  this  morning. 

The  Whitehead  is  in  the  river  above  the  obstructions,  being  unable  to 
proceed  farther  on  account  of  the  low  stage  of  water.  As  she  draws  too 
much  to  navigate  the  Reuse,  she  is  of  no  use  here.  Please  inform  me 
what  disposition  you  wish  made  of  her.  I  have  sent  orders  to  her  com¬ 
manding  officer  to  remain  above  the  obstructions  till  her  coal  gave  out. 
She  has  but  four  or  five  days’  supply. 

I  have  no  further  intelligence  from  the  army. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 


I 

List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March 

18,  1865. 


Name.  Guns.  Class. 


A.  D.  Vance 
Agawam  .... 


5 

10 


Pail  (lie 
. .  .do 


Alabama  ... 

Atlanta . 

Anemone  .  - . 

Arietta . 

Albemarle . . 

Alpha . 

Ben  Morgan 
Belle . 


10 

3 

4 
3 


2 


...  .do 
Screw 
...  do 
Sail... 
Hulk  . 
Screw 
Hulk  . 
Screw 


Berberry . 

Bignonia . 

Bat . 

Chicopee . 

Commodore  Hull  .  ... 


i 

3 


10 

6 


....do 

_ do 

Paddle 
_ do 


Ceres . 

Cambridge . 

Commodore  Barney.. 

Cactus . . 

Commodore  Morris.. 

Crusader  . 

Chippewa . 

Commodore  Perry... 


2'  I 
10 
7 
3 
7 
7 
6 
5 


Clinton 


Screw  . 

_ do  . 

Paddle. 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

_ do 

Paddle 

Screw 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Lieut.  Com.  J.  H.  Upshur . 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  A.  R.  Langthorne. . 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  J.  Woodward  ... 

Acting  Ensign  N.  C.  Borden - 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  C.  West.. 
Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  Mellach  . . 

Acting  Ensign  N.  R.  Davis . 

Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford. . . 
Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  D.  Roath - 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore. . 

Act.  Mas.  Mate  H.  H.  Foster - 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels - 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  B.  Livingston. . . 
Act.  Mas.  and  Pilot  J.  Evans . . . 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Peter  Hays . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W.  Weaver . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster - 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden.. 


Detached. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 
James  River,  Va. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 
James  River. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

White  House,  Va. 
Detached. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March  18,  1865 — 

Continued. 


Name. 


Charles  Phelps. 

Cohasset . 

Clematis . 

Dumbarton . 

Delaware . 

Dawn . 

Daylight . 


Guns. 


Class. 


Hulk 
Screw 

- do 

Paddle . 

do 


Screw 

...do 


Eolus . . 

4 

Paddle 

Emma . 

8 

Eutaw . 

10 

Epsilon . . 

Fort  Donelson . 

1 

Paddle 

Fahkee . 

5 

Governor  Bucking- 

6 

. do . 

ham. 

General  Putnam.... 

4 

Granite . 

Glance . 

Gamma . . . 

Huron . 

5 

. do 

Hunchback . . . 

7 

Paddle . 

Henry  Brinker . 

3 

Hoyt" . 

lletzel  . 

2 

Harconrt . 

Iosco  . 

10 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

2 

Kansas’ . 

8 

Keystone  State . 

Paddle 

Lilian . 

2 

. do . 

Lockwood . 

3 

Lilac . 

2 

Little  Ada . 

2 

Lenapee  . 

10 

Monticello . 

6 

Maumee . 

8 

Moccasin . . . 

3 

Mackinaw . . 

10 

Paddle 

Massasoit . 

10 

Monadnock . 

4 

Mount  Vernon . 

5 

. do . 

Mattabesett . 

10 

Montgomery . 

6 

Screw . 

Maratanza . 

6 

Miami . 

8 

. do . 

Mendota . 

10 

. do 

Mount  Washington . . 

i 

. do . 

Mvstic . 

7 

Martin . 

Screw  tug _ 

Paddle 

Malvern . . 

12 

Montauk . 

2 

Nvack . 

8 

New  Berne . 

Nansemond . 

3 

Paddle 

Osceola . .  . 

10 

. do 

Onondaga . 

4 

Phlox... . 

Paddle 

Pequot . 

8 

Pawtuxet . 

10 

Pontoosuc  . 

12 

Poppv  . 

2 

Picket  launch  No.  4. . 

i 

Screw . 

Picket  launch  No.  5  . 

i 

- do . 

Picket  launch  No.  0. . 

i 

Rhode  Island . 

12 

R.  R.  Cuyler . 

12 

Renshaw . 

Release . 

3 

Roman  . 

Republic . 

i 

Screw . 

Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Act.  Ens.  aud  Pilot  Griffin . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut,.  G.  H.  Gooding.. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  Brown . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway. 
Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon. .'. . 

Act.  Mas.  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg _ 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser _ 

Acting  Master  [J.  A.  ]  Hamilton 


Acting  Ensign  [P.  W.]  Mintzer. 

Acting  Master  G.  \Y.  Frost . 

Acting  Master  F.  It.  Webb . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  MacDiarmid. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage _ 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis. . . 
Lieut.  Commander  T.O.  Selfridge 
Lieutenant  J.  [P.JFyffe . 


Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly. . 
Acting  Master  [G.  B.JThompson 


Lieut. Commander  J.  S.  Thornton} 

Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen. 
Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watmough.. 

Commander  H.  Rolando. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  D.  Bruner. . 
Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames _ 


Acting  Ensign  ,T.  A.  Chadwick.. 

Acting  Master  S.  1’.  Crafts . 

Lieut.  Commander  R.  Chandler. . 

Lieut. Commander  W.  B. Cushing 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Parker _ _ 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown .  Under  orders  North 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


GTaney  Island. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 
White  House. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Detached. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Janies  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Detached. 

Janies  River. 

Ordered  to  Baltimore. 
Detached. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 


Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont. 
Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw  . . 
Commander  W.  Ronekendorlf 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  Tratlien _ 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn 


Lieut.  Commander  G.W.  Young 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves. . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . . 

Act.  Mas.  and  PilotH.  H.  Haynie 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall. . . 

Ensign  W.  C.  Wise . 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  E.  Stone. 
Lieut.  CommanderL.H.  Newman 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  [S.  BJ  Washburn. 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter . 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  C.  Blake 

Acting  Ensign  D.  F.  O’Brien _ 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  L.  Braine  . 


Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . .  James  Rivi 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  G.  Temple 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke. . . 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Cruising  off'  Cape  Fear 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Detached. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 
James  River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

New  York. 

James  River,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 


Acting  Ensign  [C.  S.]  Willcox. 
Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard 
Commander  C.  II.  B.  Caldwell. 


Acting  Master  J.  Baker 


Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . . 


Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March  18,  1865— 

Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

2 

5 

11 

5 

11 

G 

Santiago  de  Cuba _ 

Samuel  Rotan . 

Schooner  . 

Torpedo  boat . 

12 

2 

12 

6 

Paddle . 

...do . 

6 

3 

6 

5 

4 
14 

4 

5 

Paddle . 

Hulk . 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Young  America . 

Yantic . 

Zouave  . 

Zeta . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun . 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  Sicard _ 

Captain  ( >.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting  . . 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  [F.]  Josselyn. . . 
First  Asst.  Engineer  [J.  L.]  Lay. 
Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon. . 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  L.  Davis  .. 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Young _ 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Walker. 
Lieut.  CommanderW.T.Truxtun 

Lieut.  CommanderF.M.  Ramsay 
Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 
Acting  Master  W.  TT.  Grozier  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  ... 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick . ’. 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  English  . . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . . . 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  C.  Swain . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . 

Act.  M.  Mate  J.  H.  Gilley . 

Lieut.  Commander!’.  C.  Harris  . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs . 


James  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton 
Roads. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River.' 

Do. 

White  House. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

White  House. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

White  House. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Norfolk  (guard). 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 

Do. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  expedi¬ 
tions  in  Scuppernong  and  Alligator  rivers,  Worth  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Croatan  Light-House ,  March  19 ,  1865. 

SIR:  In  consequence  of  the  prevailing  bad  weather  I  have  been 
unable  to  get  down  any  farther  than  Alligator  River,  which  I  reached 
yesterday  afternoon.  On  Friday  I  went  up  the  Scuppernong  in  the  Ceres 
to  Columbia,  |  N.  C.],  where  I  drew  up  sufficient  of  the  piles  of  the  burned 
bridge  at  that  place  to  enable  me  to  proceed  on.  I  went  on  to  Cross 
Landing,  10  miles  above  Columbia.  In  the  Scuppernong  I  captured  a 
schooner,  and  up  to  now  have  taken  nearly  sixty  nets.  This  morning 
I  dispatched  the  Ceres  and  a  party  up  the  Alligator,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  have  run  down  to  the  island  for  my  mail.  Upon  my  arrival 
here  I  discovered  a  party  hauling  a  seine  near  the  light  house.  I  have 
Lad  some  correspondence  with  Colonel  Lehmann  on  the  subject,  and 
send  you  the  permit  given  by  him. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Earl  English, 

Lieu  ten  ant-  Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Walker ,  If.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  If.  8.  8.  Shawmut. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Shawmut  to  New  York  navy  yard 
and  report  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  letter  on  your  arrival. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

[ Rear-Admiral .] 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  Shaiomut. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Frost,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Donelson,  regarding  duties  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  that  vessel. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  James  River,  March  20, 1865. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Fort  Donelson  under  your  command  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  0.,  and  deliver  the  mail;  then  proceed  to  New  Inlet,  deliver  the 
mail,  and  resume  your  duties  as  guard  ship  until  you  are  relieved, 
when  you  will  return  to  Beaufort  and  carry  out  your  previous  instruc¬ 
tions  in  regard  to  the  court-martial  case  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
T.  Pickering;  after  accomplishing  which  return  to  me  at  Hamotou 
Roads. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  George  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  Fort  Donelson. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nansemond. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Nansemond  under  your  command  to  St 
Inigoes,  Md.,  and  report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter, 

Commanding  Nansemond. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  Acting  Ensign  James  Brown 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Moccasin ,  and  Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada.] 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Keyser , 
77.  8.  Navy,  commanding  77.  8.  8.  Bolus. 


James  River,  Virginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  witli  the  Bolus  under  your  command  to  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser, 

Commanding  77.  8.  8.  Eolus. 


[Orders  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Delaware  and  Dawn. } 


Beport  of  Commander  Macomb ,  77.  8.  Nary,  regarding  the  successful  rais¬ 
ing  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Albemarle. 


U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Plymouth ,  [A.  C.},  March  20,  1865. 

Admiral:  The  submarine  operators  have  succeeded  in  raising  the 
ironclad  ram  Albemarle,  and  have  kept  her  atloat  for  two  days;  but  it 
has  been  necessary  to  keep  the  powerful  pumps  going  continuously  to 
do  so.  The  diver  has  not  been  able  to  stop  all  the  leaks  so  far.  Mr. 
Brown,  the  chief  of  the  party,  thinks  he  will  have  to  strip  off  all  the 
iron  on  the  casemate,  in  order  to  lighten  her  up  sufficiently  to  stop  the 


leaks  near  the  overliaug. 

The  rebels  exploded  a  torpedo  inside  the  casemate,  which  opened  her 
planking  and  angles  of  the  casemate  very  seriously.  Mr.  Brown  informs 
me  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Lenthall,  chief  naval  con 
structor,  also  the  constructor  at  Norfolk,  who  gave  him  to  understand 
that  the  casemate  would  have  to  be  taken  off  when  being  repaired  at 
the  navy  yard,  so  I  see  no  objection  to  the  armor  being  stripped  from 
her  casemate  now. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  she  could  be  taken  through  the  canal 
without  relieving  her  of  this  great  weight. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  77.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Herrick, 
77.  8.  Navy,  commanding  77.  8.  8.  Western  World. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  21,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Western  World  under  your  command  to  St. 
Inigoes,  Md.,  and  report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  yours,  _  r 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-  Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  77.  8.  S.  Western  World. 


76  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

V  ’ 

Order  of  Bear -Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant  navy  yard , 
Norfolk ,  to  send  certain  vessels  without  delay. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  March  21 ,  1865. 

Captain:  Please  send  the  Clematis  to  me  without  delay  and  direct 
the  Mount  Washington  to  report  to  Commodore  Radford  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

Send  all  the  tugs  to  me  as  soon  as  their  machinery  will  permit  them 
to  move,  and  do  not  let  them  wait  for  repairs  on  their  hulls. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk ,  Va. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  a  description  of 

vessels  to  he  disposed  of. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  City  Point ,  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  partial  description  of 
the  vessels  of  this  squadron  that  I  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
the  Department  to  dispose  of.  They  all  require  more  repairs  than  is 
expressed,  and  can  well  be  dispensed  with.  I  propose  the  Dumbarton 
and  Lilian  as  vessels  answering  the  wants  of  the  Army,  and  that  they 
be  turned  over  to  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  information  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  ram  in  the  Neuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Hist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth,  March  21,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  am  informed  by  Commander  A.  C.  Rhind,  from  New 
Berne,  under  date  of  the  14tli  instant,  of  the  gratifying  news  of  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  in  the  Neuse  River,  near  Kins¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

The  intelligence  is  conveyed  to  Commander  Rhind  from  General  Cox 
at  the  bridge  near  Kinston,  stating  “The  ram  is  burned;  her  wreck 
is  in  sight;  the  torpedo  will  not  be  needed.” 

The  Whitehead  and  Hunchback  arrived  at  New  Berne;  the  latter  is 
here. 

The  former  was  started  up  the  Neuse,  and  is  now  a  short  distance 
above  the  obstructions. 

The  water  is  very  low,  and  we  will  not  be  able  to  go  up  or  down  until 
high  water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  22,  1865. 
When  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  arrives,  give  her  dispatch  in  such  mutters 
as  are  required  by  Captain  Glisson. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Commodore  T.  A.  Dornin, 

Commandant  Naval  Station ,  Baltimore ,  Md. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  New 
York,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Chimo. 

Navy  Department,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir:  Send  the  Chimo  to  Hampton  Eoads  in  tow  of  the  Huntsville. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  22,  1865. 
Have  the  Bat  ready  to  convoy  the  River  Queen  to-morrow,  noon.  The 
President  will  be  in  the  River  Queen,  bound  to  City  Point. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  I).  0. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Mendota. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  22,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Mendota,  under  your  command,  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  resume  your  duties  as  senior  oliicer. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Mendota. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huron. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  22,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Huron,  under  your  command,  to  Pagan  Creek, 
Virginia. 

Respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Huron. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  23,  1365. 
The  River  Queen  leaves  the  Sixth  street  wharf  about  1  p.  m.,  with  the 
President.  Have  the  Bat  accompany  her  to  City  Point  and  back. 

By  order  Secretary  Navy: 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  March  23,  1865. 

I  have  ordered  the  men  transferred  from  the  Wabash  to  this  ship  for 
the  James  River  Flotilla  on  board  the  Constellation.  George  Beardslee 
is  ordered  by  Admiral  Gregory  to  inspect  torpedoes. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Aiken’s  Landing. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 


Commandant’s  Office,  tL  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  forthwith  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  City 
Point,  and  on  arrival  there  report  to  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Very  respectfully, 


J,  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 


Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine,  or 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  restriction  of  trade  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Aiken’s  Landing,  James  River,  March  23, 1865. 

Sir  :  It  seems  to  be  the  policy  now  to  break  up  all  trade,  especially 
that  which  may  benefit  therebels,  and  you  will  dispose  your  vessels  about 
the  sounds  to  capture  all  contraband  of  war  going  into  the  enemy’s 
lines.  You  will  stop  all  supplies  of  clothing  that  can  by  any  possibility 
benefit  a  soldier;  seize  all  vessels  afloat  that  carry  provisions  to  any 
place  not  held  by  our  troops  and  send  them  into  court  for  adjudication. 
Recognize  no  permits  where  there  is  a  prospect  of  stores  of  any  kind 
going  into  rebel  hands.  I  enclose  you  General  Grant’s  order  on  the 
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subject.  For  any  capture,  send  in  prize  lists  and  make  full  reports. 
You  will  see  by  the  law  (examine  it  carefully)  that  an  officer  is  author¬ 
ized  to  send  all  property  “not  abandoned”  into  court,  especially  prop¬ 
erty  atloat.  I  hope  you  succeeded  in  getting  the  Philadelphia  again 
into  your  possession.  Send  her  to  Washington  if  you  do. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  March  34,  1865—3:40  p.  m. 

I  spoke  to  Commodore  Radford  about  sending  gunboats  up  the 
Chickahominy  when  Sheridan  started  to  cross.  I  believe  he  made  all 
the  preparations  to  do  so.  1 1  can  have  no  special  protecting  advantage 
to  have  the  navy  go  up,  as  they  can  not  ascend  to  the  point  of  crossing, 
but  it  may  be  desirable  to  make  a  reconnoissance  there  to  see  what  is 
going  on,  and  whilst  the  troops  are  crossing  it  will  be  safe  to  make  it. 
Sheridan  will  be  in  camp  to  morrow  night  on  the  Chickahominy. 

Send  this  to  Admiral  Porter. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Major-General  Ord. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  March  25, 1865—8  a.  m. 
The  enemy  have  attacked  anil  broken  through  the  right  of  our  line  at 
Petersburg.  If  they  are  permitted  to  get  through  they  may  march 
toward  City  Point.  I  would  suggest  jiutting  one  or  two  gunboats  on 
the  Appomattox  up  as  high  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Jones'1  Landing. 


[Telegram.] 

March  25,  1865. 

I  sent  one  or  two  gunboats  down  the  river  to  City  Point  yesterday. 
Others  are  on  their  way  now.  Will  you  please  direct  any  commander 
of  gunboats  there  to  proceed  to  any  point  you  wish  to  protect.  I  am 
ready  to  send  light-draft  gunboats  up  the  Chickahominy.  Do  you  wish 
them  sent? 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point ,  [  Va.]. 
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[Telegram.  ] 


U.  S.  S.  Malvern,  March  25,  1865. 
Move  np  at  once,  if  not  already  there,  and  protect  pontoon  bridge  and 
Appomattox.  Keep  gunboats  there  all  the  time,  night  and  day. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Appomattox  River. 


[Telegram.] 

James  River,  March  25,  1865. 

Send  the  Alabama  and  picket  boat  to  City  Point  immediately,  to  report 
to  me  on  her  arrival  there. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral- Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  up  the  Chickahommy  River  for  communication  with 
General  Sheridan,  U.  8.  Army. 


Aiken’s  Landing, 

James  River,  March  25,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  up  the  Chickahominy  and  try  and  communicate  with 
General  Sheridan.  Gain  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  river 
and  enemy  and  return  here  when  there  is  no  use  for  your  services. 
Report  to  General  Sheridan  if  he  comes  in,  and  bring  his  dispatches  if 
necessary. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mackinaw. 

March  25, 1865. 

Sir:  You  will  move  the  Mackinaw  up  the  Appomattox  as  far  as  the 
pontoon  bridge,  which  place  must  be  guarded  at  all  times. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Mackinaw. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glitz,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commandiny  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  March  25,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  up  the 
Appomattox  River  as  far  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

When  your  services  are  no  longer  required,  return  to  this  place. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  March  25, 1865. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Army  Potomac  front,  and  find  your 
dispatches  of  this  morning.  Quiet  is  entirely  restored  and  there  is 
now  no  necessity  of  sending  boats  up  the  Appomattox.  Sheridan  will 
leave  the  Chickahominy  to-morrow  morning,  so  that  if  boats  have  not 
gone  up  it  will  be  too  late.  Everything  went  off  well.  We  captured 
about  2,000  prisoners  and  killed  and  wounded  a  large  number  of  the 
enemy. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Beport  of  Commander  Beaumont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  vessels  near  Point  of  Bodes ,  Appomattox  Biver. 

Point  of  Rocks,  Va., - ,  — . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  by 
telegraph  and  Osceola  of  the  25th  instant,  directing  me  to  move  the 
Mackinaw  uj)  the  Appomattox  as  high  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

At  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  these  orders  the  Mackinaw  was  at  Port 
Walthall,  a  position  about  a  half  mile  above  the  Point  of  Rocks,  a  posi¬ 
tion  1  had  taken  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant. 

The  following  is  the  present  disposition  of  the  vessels  here:  The 
Sassacus ,  Osceola,  and  Mackinaw  in  line  between  the  pontoon  bridge 
and  Point  of  Rocks;  the  Miami  and  Commodore  Barney  above  the 
Point  of  Rocks,  at  Port  Walthall.  About  200  tons  of  coal  are  required 
for  the  Miami,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Mackinaw. 

There  are  two  cases  on  board  the  Miami  for  trial  by  court-martial. 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Beport  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
vessels  to  and  from  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Boads,  March  25,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  the  roads  at  noon 
yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d  instant.  I  found  here 
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the  SaMne,  Alabama ,  Seneca ,  and  Samuel  Botan.  The  Bat  had  arrived 
but  a  few  minutes  before,  and  after  a  delay  of  about  an  hour  proceeded 
up  the  river,  convoying  the  River  Queen ,  with  his  Excellency  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  on  board.  Lieutenant-Commander  Lowry 
informed  me  that  he  had  permitted  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ala¬ 
bama  to  go  up  the  river  to  report  to  you  in  person.  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
mander  E.  K.  Owen  reported  for  the  command  of  the  Seneca.  Orders 
had  been  given  by  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson  for  the  Seneca  to  go  to  the 
yard  for  repairs.  She  went  up  yesterday,  and  1  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Owen  to  report  to  you  in  writing  from  the  yard.  The 
schooner  Samuel  Botan  is  guard  vessel  at  present.  The  Pequot  came 
down  yesterday  afternoon,  and  after  remaining  about  an  hour  left 
again  in  the  direction  of  James  River.  Last  evening  the  Shawmut 
arrived  from  White  House  under  orders  for  New  York.  She  will  pro¬ 
ceed  as  soon  as  she  procures  some  provisions.  I  this  morning  received 
your  telegrams  of  yesterday  to  send  certain  men  to  St.  Inigoes,  Md., 
by  the  Dumbarton ,  and  to  send  Acting  Master  Crafts,  of  the  Little  Ada, 
to  report  to  you.  I  sent  copies  at  once  to  Captain  Berrien,  with  a 
request  to  have  them  complied  with,  but  about  an  hour  after  1  sent 
them  the  Dumbarton  passed  out,  towing  the  Lilian. 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Styx  is  anchored  here.  The  Banshee ,  from  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock,  arrived  last  evening  and  proceeded  to  the  yard  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Na  vy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transmission 
of  important  army  dispatches  by  naval  officers. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  James  River ,  March  25,  1865. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  recently  arrived  from  Wil¬ 
mington,  informs  me  that  two  of  General  Sherman’s  scouts  came  in,  in 
full  rebel  uniform,  and  stated  that  General  Sherman  wished  to  com 
municate  with  General  Terry.  Acting  Master  H.  W.  Grinnell,  Acting 
Ensign  H.  B.  Colby,  and  two  men  from  the  Nyaek  volunteered,  and  by 
permission,  carrying  dispatches  from  General  Terry,  undertook  anil 
succeeded  in  communicating  with  General  Sherman  15  miles  south  of 
Fayetteville.  They  had  many  adventures  and  narrow  escapes.  As 
soon  as  the  official  report  arrives,  I  will  forward  it.*  They  were  quite 
twenty  four  hours  in  advance  of  any  other  communication  and  deserve 
much  credit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


See  p.  90. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  expe¬ 
dition  above  Wilmington  in  search  of  Confederate  cavalry . 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  March  25, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th 
instant  Brigadier  General  Hawley  informed  me  that  there  was  a  report 
in  circulation  that  some  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  were  a  few  miles  above 
this  place.  I  immediately  dispatched  the  Republic,  Acting  Ensign 
J.  A  .  Bennett,  commanding,  to  look  after  them.  After  proceeding 
cautiously  about  6  miles  up  the  river  he  discovered  at  7  p.  m.  a  squad 
of  twelve  of  the  above  cavalry  and  immediately  opened  tire  and  drove 
them  away.  He  then  landed  and  reconnoitered  the  country,  and  about 
2  miles  back  encountered  a  party  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman’s  men  on  their  way  to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army. 

The  negroes  reported  that  Wheeler’s  cavalry  are  in  small  squads, 
scouring  and  plundering  the  country. 

Captain  Bennett  appears  to  have  acted  with  judgment  and  discretion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Ya  ,  March  26,  1865. 
The  President  will  start  up  the  river  about  10  a.  m.  this  morning. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Admiral  1).  II.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  26,  1865. 
Let  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  be  ready  to  take  the  committee  on  Thursday 
morning. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  will  be  down  previously  to  pro¬ 
vide  stores  and  supplies. 

Let  some  other  vessel  or  vessels  go  with  the  Ironsides  to  Philadelphia. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  U.  S.  Navy, 

.  Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Webb,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fahkee. 

James  Biver,  March  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  your  services  can  possibly  be  dispensed  with  in  York 
Biver  return  to  Hampton  Boads,  coal,  and  report  to  me. 

Bespectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  F.  B.  Webb, 

Commanding  Fahkee. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Gorringe ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Commodore  Morris. 


James  River,  March  26, 1S65. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  your  services  can  possibly  be  spared  you  will  return 
without  delay  and  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  S. 
Huron ,  Pagan  Creek,  Virginia. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Commodore  Morris. 


Report,  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 

three  picket  launches. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  March  26, 1865. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  relative  to  picket  boats,  I 
have  to  report  that  there  are  in  this  squadron  picket  launches  No.  4, 
No.  5,  and  No.  6. 

No.  4  is  in  the  advance,  James  River;  No.  5  is  at  New  Berne,  N.  C., 
and  No.  6  has  just  arrived  from  Cape  Fear  River,  much  out  of  repair. 
I  will  have  her  repaired  at  once  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  send 
her  to  report  to  Commander  Parker,  commanding  Potomac  -Flotilla. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  !>.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers, 
regarding  Mr.  Beardslee ,  appointed  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes. 

James  River, 

Near  Aiken’s  Landing,  March  27, 1865. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Beardslee,  is  hereby  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  all  torpedoes  and  their  fixtures  on  shore,  in  the  water,  on  board 
ship,  or  elsewhere,  and  all  commanders  are  hereby  required  to  give 
him  all  assistance  in  carrying  out  his  wishes  and  in  making  such  exper¬ 
iments  as  he  may  desire. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 

General  Sherman  has  left  Fortress  Monroe  on  his  way  up  here,  and 
will  probably  arrive  about  (i  p.  m.  Can  not  you  come  down  and  see 
him?  He  will  probably  return  to-night,  and  1  know  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed  if  he  does  not  meet  you. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

«  Lieutenant-  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ed.  T.  Nichols ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  at 

Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  March  27,  1865. 

Admiral:  The  Shawmut  sailed  yesterday  morning  for  New  York. 
During  yesterday  forenoon  the  Vicksburg ,  Fahhee,  Delaware,  and  Com¬ 
modore  Morris  arrived  from  York  River.  Our  troops  having  all  left 
White  House  and  the  transports  all  out  of  the  river,  I  have  directed 
the  commanding  officers  to  report  to  you  in  writing  from  the  yard,  where 
I  have  sent  the  vessels  for  coal,  etc.,  and  such  repairs  on  boilers  as  the 
fleet  engineer  may  deem  necessary.  They  all.  except  the  Delaware , 
report  boilers  in  very  bad  condition.  I  have  ordered  the  Delaware  as  soon 
as  coaled  to  resume  her  station  and  duties  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
James.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
others'?  The  Queen  also  arrived  yesterday,  and  L  have  sent  her  to  the 
ordnance  officer  at  Norfolk.  She  has  on  board  a  large  amount  of  ord¬ 
nance  stores  for  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron.  Her  arrival  has  been 
telegraphed  to  the  Bureau.  An  acting  master  ordered  by  you  to  take 
command  of  the  Young  America  reported  to  me  day  before  yesterday, 
and  I  directed  him  to  assume  command  yesterday,  and  while  the  tug 
was  at  the  yard  he  received  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Berrien,  and  left  by  the  Baltimore  boat  on  the  same  evening.  I 
found  on  the  arrival  of  the  Commodore  Morris  that  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gorringe  had  not  yet  taken  command,  though  he  was  on 
board.  I  ordered  him  to  take  the  command  at  once,  Acting  Master 
Lee  to  report  to  you  in  writing  after  he  had  turned  the  command  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

March  27,  1865. 

Send  the  Gettysburg  or  Tristram  Shandy  to  report  to  me  at  Aiken’s 
Landing  as  soon  as  possible. 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 


James  River,  Virginia,  March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  with  the  Wilderness 
under  your  couimaud,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  LI.  Arey, 

Comm  andiny  Wilderness. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  senior  officer  at -New 
Berne  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  that  place. 


James  River,  March  27 ,  1865. 


Sir:  You  will  have  the  obstructions  in  the  Neuse  River  at  New 
Berne,  N.  0.,  removed  sufficiently  so  as  to  allow  gunboats  to  go  up. 
Yery  respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Senior  Naval  Officer, 

New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Barnes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  transportation  of  Major-General  Sherman , 
U.  S.  Army ,  and  staff. 

City  Point, 

James  River ,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  wait  the  pleasure  of  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman 
at  this  place  and  when  ready  will  convey  him,  with  staff,  either  to 
New  Berne,  Beaufort,  or  such  place  as  he  may  indicate.  Return  here 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bat. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Curtis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gamma. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  Proceed  without  delay  with  the  Gamma ,  in  company  with  the 
Delta,  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  by  the  way  of  canal,  and  on  arrival  report  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  there  for  duty.  Procure  a  pilot  at  Norfolk. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Officer  IT.  S.  S.  Gamma. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Grayir 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delta.] 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  28, 1865. 

The  Fahkee  has  been  ordered  by  Captain  Berrien  to  convoy  New 
Ironsides  to  Philadelphia.  Both  vessels  are  now  in  the  roads.  Fahkee 
will  return  from  [Delaware]  Breakwater. 

Respectfully, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


E.  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Officer. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  for  a  cooperative  movement  up  the  Chowan  River  to  W inton , 

N.  C.  ' 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  James  River ,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Operations  are  soon  about  to  be  commenced  on  a  large  scale  in 
your  district,  and  I  want  you  to  cooperate  with  General  Sherman  to  the 
fullest  extent.  They  will  want  all  your  tugs,  particularly,  to  tow  ves¬ 
sels  or  canal  boats  up  to  Kinston,  [N.  0.].  I  have  ordered  the  Eolus  and 
Wilderness  to  report  to  you  for  that  purpose,  and  will  send  other  tugs 
there  to  meet  the  demand.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  supply 
General  Sherman  by  the  way  of  Kinston. 

There  will  also  be  a  movement  made  from  Winton  after  a  while.  It 
is  necessary  for  us  to  get  possession  of  everything  up  the  Chowan  River, 
so  that  Sherman  can  obtain  his  forage  up  there.  General  Ord  proposes 
to  me  to  make  an  attack  on  that  quarter  frequently,  and  you  will  at 

once  prepare  the  two  ferry  built  boats  Commodore  Hull  and - for 

service  as  far  as  their  boilers  can  be  repaired.  Send  one  of  these  boats, 
in  company  with  the  Hunchback,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fyffe,  up  the  Chowan  River  as  far  as  Winton,  and  hold  that  place. 
Don’t  forget  all  the  precautions  I  have  given  in  relation  to  torpedoes. 
The  most  particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  this  matter,  and  if  any 
vessel  is  lost  I  shall  attribute  it  to  want  of  proper  lookout  and  not 
dragging  the  river  sufficiently.  When  the  ferry  built  boats  get  to  Win 
ton  they  will  be  required  to  transport  the  troops  across,  being  well 
adapted  for  that  purpose.  If  you  have  a  couple  of  good  Hats  at  New 
Berne  or  Plymouth,  send  them  up  with  the  ferryboats. 

I  trust  to  Captain  Rhind  to  remove  the  obstructions  at  New  Berne 
and  to  tow  up  rapidly  all  the  provisions,  and  General  Sherman  can  sup¬ 
ply  his  army  for  daily  use  by  the  railroad,  and  you  cau  get  up  the  stuff 
required  for  the  march.  All  this  must  be  done  in  four  days  after  the 
receipt  of  this. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

Get  vessels  to  Winton  at  once. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  regarding 
Confederate  ram  under  construction  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 

New  Berne ,  N.  C. ,  March  28,  1865. 

Admiral:  On  the  24th  instant  two  escaped  prisoners,  a  captain  and 
lieutenant  in  the  Army,  who  were  captured  by  the  rebels  at  Kinston, 
arrived  at  Plymouth  from  Halifax,  |N.  C.j;  During  their  journey  they 
conversed  with  numerous  people,  one  a  negro  who  had  worked  on  the 
ram  building  at  Edwards  Ferry,  Roanoke  River,  and  the  information 
gained  was  that  she  was  planked,  with  no  iron  on  her,  and  they  (the 
rebels)  did  not  know  where  they  would  get  any.  They  did  not  ascer¬ 
tain  if  there  was  an  engine  in  her  or  not. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  Macomb, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant -General  Grant,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Lear- Admiral 
Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  requesting  that  gunboats  be  ordered  to  the  Appo¬ 
mattox  and  James  Rivers. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1895. 

Admiral  :  In  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  come 
to  City  Point  or,  by  crossing  the  Appomattox  at  Broadway  Landing, 
getting  to  Bermuda  Hundred  during  the  absence  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  army,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  direct  one  or  two  gun¬ 
boats  to  lay  in  the  Appomattox,  near  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  two  in 
the  James  River,  near  the  mouth  of  Bailey’s  Creek,  the  first  stream 
below  City  Point  emptying  into  the  James. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Admiral  D.  H.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  March  29,  1865. 
Bring  the  Sassacus  and  Osceola  here  without  delay. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 

Jones'  Landing ,  below  Pile  Bridge. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  March  29, 1865. 

Keep  all  the  vessels  close  up  to  the  pontoon  bridges  and  report  to  me 
by  telegraph  how  your  vessels  are  placed.  Keep  the  Miami. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Mackinaw,  Point  of  Rocks,  Appomattox. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point, 

James  River,  March  29, 1865. 

Allow  no  repairs  on  Gettysburg.  Send  her  to  Pagan  Creek  to  report 
to  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  as  soon  as  possible. 

David  D.  Porter, 

...  x  •  T  ^  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point ,  Fa.,  March  29,  1865. 

Order  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gorringe,  commanding  Commo¬ 
dore  Morris,  to  proceed  to  this  place  without  delay  and  take  command 
of  the  Monticello ,  reporting  to  me. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Portsmouth,  [Va.1,  March  29,  1865. 
Sir:  Telegram  received.  The  Monticello  is  now  on  her  way  to  City 
Point. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 

Norfolk. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Send  the  Delaware  to  report  to  me  at  this  place. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk ,  Va.  . 


[Telegram.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Point  of  Rocks,  Fa.,  March  29,  1865. 

Proceed  immediately  with  the  Miami  up  the  Appomattox  River  and 
anchor  near  the  pontoon  bridge. 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present,  Appomattox  River. 

Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Graves, 

U.  S.  S.  Miami,  City  Point. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
blockade  duty  performed  by  the 
mand. 


Dunn ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  under  his  com- 


U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  March  25,  1865. 

Norfolk  on  the  12th 
24th 


Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  since  leaving 
instant  I  have  been  engaged  (in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 


Lieutenant 
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ultimo)  in  blockading  the  coast  from  Western  Bar  [Cape  Fear  River]  to 
Georgetown.  1  have  as  yet  seen  nothing  to  indicate  the  presence  of 
any  blockade  runners  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  with  the  exception  of 
h uding  an  Fnglish  life  preserver,  painted  white,  anchored  about  200 
yards  off  the  bar  channel  of  Little  River.  Thinking  from  this  that 
there  might  be  a  vessel  up  there,  I  went  up  on  the  night  of  the  18th 
instant  as  far  as  the  town,  but  not  finding  anything  I  returned  with 
out  landing  or  giving  the  inhabitants  any  notice  of  our  presence,  as  I 
wished  to  repeat  my  visit  as  often  as  practicable  until  I  satisfy  myself 
as  to  the  fact  whether  there  is  any  blockade  running  at  that  point. 

On  the  26th  instant  I  came  into  this  port  for  coal  (not  having  taken 
any  at  Norfolk,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  at  that  place),  also  to  have 
my  decks  calked,  which  were  leaking  very  badly.  I  have  only  been 
able  to  obtain  60  tons  of  coal  here,  which  will  only  last  me  about  eight 
days.  1  shall  sail  again  for  my  station  to  morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  0.  Dunn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 

Acting  Master  Grinnell,  U.  8.  Nary,  regarding  successful  delivery  of 

dispatch  to  Major-General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army.* 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

17.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  City  Point ,  Va„  March  29,  1895. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Acting  Master 
H.  Walton  Grinnell,  of  the  Nyack. 

The  necessity  of  communicating  with  General  Sherman  was  apparent. 
These  officers  and  men  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  most  hand¬ 
somely  performed  it,  reflecting  credit  upon  themselves  and  the  Navy. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Sherman’s  Army, 

•  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12.  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  succeeded  in 
handing  to  Major  General  Sherman  the  cipher  dispatch  intrusted  to 
me  by  Brigadier-General  Schofield  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  the  4th 
instant. 

1  left  the  Nyack  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  in  a  small  dugout,  with  a 
pa'ty  consisting  ot  Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Colby,  Thomas  Gillespie,  sea¬ 
man,  and  Joseph  Williams,  ship’s  painter,  armed  with  Sharps  rifles 
and  revolvers,  and  taking  two  days’  rations.  After  proceeding  up  the 
river  about  12  miles  4  met  the  enemy’s  advance  picket  post,  which  1 
succeeded  in  passing  without  discovery ;  but  at  a  point  near  Livingston’s 
Greek  I  found  the  picket  so  strongly  posted  that  I  deemed  it  the  more 
prudent  course  to  abandon  my  boat  and  to  attempt  to  communicate 
with  General  Sherman’s  forces  near  the  Pedee  River. 
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I  left  my  boat  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  and  struck  for  the 
Wilmington  and  White  Hall  road.  On  my  way  I  passed  through  the 
village  of  Summerville,  where  I  destroyed  some  arms,  which  I  found 
in  the  possession  of  the  citizens.  Here  1  got  information  that  a  party 
of  cavalry  were  endeavoring  to  cut  me  off  at  Livingston’s  bridge,  and 
1  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  secrete  myself  and  party  in  a  negro  hut 
near  by.  Here  I  remained  two  days,  when  1  received  information  that 
the  enemy,  tired  of  waiting,  had  recrossed  the  river,  thus  leaving  me 
free  to  advance.  At  dark  on  the  7th  instant,  having  secured  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  a  negro  guide,  I  started  in  the  direction  of  Whiteville,  advanc¬ 
ing  with  caution  and  moving  only  by  night: 

After  much  tedious  and  difficult  marching  through  the  swamps,  I 
reached  a  point  near  Whiteville  on  the  morning  of  the  9tli  instant. 

The  town  was  held  by  the  enemy  in  strong  lorce,  and  finding  travel¬ 
ing  on  foot  consumed  too  much  time,  1  determined  to  impress  horses, 
and  by  a  bold  dash  break  through  the  pickets  on  the  Lumberton  road. 
With  this  purpose  in  view  I  left  my  bivouac  in  the  swamps  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  passing  unobserved  until  I  reached  the  crossroads  to  White 
Hall,  which  1  found  picketed.  After  satisfying  myself  that  the  picket 
had  no  reserve,  we  made  a  quick  dash  and  captured  two  men  without 
alarm,  and  before  they  became  aware  of  our  purpose  I  disarmed  them, 
and  after  compelling  them  to  follow  me  for  about  5  miles  I  paroled 
them,  leaving  them  apparently  much  satisfied  at  their  capture.  They 
were  members  of  Company  A,  Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Infantry,  and 
represented  their  regiment  as  being  much  demoralized.  After  hard 
riding  night  and  day  I  reached  Drowning  Creek,  at  a  point  near  the 
town  of  Lumberton,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  Here  I  first  learned 
definitely  of  the  whereabouts  of  General  Sherman’s  forces. 

1  met  a  small  scouting  party  near  the  creeks,  but  they  tied  to  the 
woods  at  our  approach.  On  the  morning  of  to  day  I  had  the  great 
satisfaction  of  meeting  the  rear  scouts  of  General  Sherman’s  forces 
on  the  Lumber  Bridge  road,  about  UO  miles  from  this  place.  The  several 
roads  being  biocked  up  by  wagons,  artillery,  etc.,  and  our  horses  being 
quite  worn  out  by  hard  riding,  I  did  not  reach  these  headquarters 
until  1  p.  m.  this  afternoon.  General  Sherman  received  the  dispatch 
and  expressed  himself  much  surprised  at  receiving  it  through  the 
Navy  and  by  such  a  route. 

In  parts  of  Robeson  County  I  found  a  very  large  number  of  deserters 
from  the  rebel  Army  and  quite  a  strong  Union  feeling. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  Colby, 
also  of  the  two  men,  Thomas  Gillespie  and  Joseph  Williams,  who  were 
ever  ready  to  encounter  any  dangers  or  hardships  that  came  in  their 
way. 

General  Sherman  wishing  me  to  communicate  with  you  as  soon  as 
possible,  I  leave  to-night  by  the  army  tug,  hoping  to  meet  you  on  my 
way  to  Wilmington. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  giving  me  permission  to 
undertake  this  rather  novel  naval  scout. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walton  Grinnell, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Worden ,  U.  S.  Wary,  regarding  the  torpedo  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Chimo. 

New  York,  March  30,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  torpedo  arrangements 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chimo  are  completed,  that  her  gun  has  been  changed, 
and  that  she  is  now  in  all  respects  ready  for  service. 

I  have  had  placed  on  board  of  her  3  obstruction  and  3  buoyant  tor¬ 
pedoes,  and  have  shipped  to  Hampton  Roads  for  her,  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Huntsville ,  12  obstruction  and  7  buoyant  torpedoes. 

With  55  tons  of  coal  on  board  her  draft  is,  forward,  6  feet  7  inches; 
amidships,  G  feet  9  inches;  aft,  7  feet  5  inches.  Out  of  water,  forward, 
13  inches;  amidships,  11  inches;  aft,  4^  inches. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  F.  H.  Gregory. 


[Telegram.] 

Portsmouth,  [Va.,]  March  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  Telegram  in  reference  to  Delaware  just  received.  Will  send  the 
vessel  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  Station. 

Admiral  Porter. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of 
orders  relative  to  the  holding  of  Winton ,  in  the  Chowan  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

.  Roanoke  Island,  March,  31,  1865. 

Admiral  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  relating  to  my  cooperation 
with  General  Sherman,  was  received  yesterday  per  IT.  S.  S.  Bat,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  J.  S.  Barnes.  1  immediately  had  an  interview  with 
the  general  and  arranged  that  Captain  Rhind  would  attend  to  every¬ 
thing  relating  to  the  Navy  in  the  Neuse.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Plymouth 
to  carry  out  your  orders  as  regards  sending  vessels  to  Winton,  on  the 
Chowan,  and  holding  the  same.  The  Sholcokon  and  Commodore  Hull 
are  on  their  way  up  from  New  Berne.  As  soon  as  possible  after  my 
arrival  at  Plymouth  I  shall  proceed  up  the  Chowan,  dragging  ahead  for 
torpedoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  Dist.  Sounds,  N.  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  leave  of  absence 

for  a  few  days. 

Flagship  Malvern,  March  31, 1865. 
Sir:  Business  of  importance  requires  my  presence  in  the  North,  and 
I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  leave  the  station  for  a  few  days  when 
I  feel  that  I  can  go  with  perfect  safety.  I  would  be  much  gratified  if 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


93 


Commodore  Radford  could  be  ordered  to  command  the  James  River 
division,  as  I  can  not  well  leave  here  under  present  circumstances. 
He  is  on  a  week’s  leave  now.  His  being  here  will  allow  me  to  move 
about  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  April 

1 ,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron,  April  l,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns 

.  Class. 

Agawam . 

10 

Alabama . 

10 

Atlanta . 

3 

4 

3 

Alpha . 

Hulk 

Belle....: . 

2 

4 

3 

2 

Paddle 

10 

6 

2 

Commodore  Barney . . 

7 

Paddle . 

3 

Commodore  Morris  . . 

7 

. do . 

6 

Commodore  Perry  . . . 

5 

Paddle . 

Hulk . 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

8 

. do . 

Delta . 

4 

8 

10 

1 

Paddle . | 

5 

7 

Paddle . 

5 

7 

3 

Hoyt 

10 

Commanding  officer. 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind  . 


Presentduty  or  station. 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Lang- 
tliorne. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wood¬ 
ward. 

Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Assersou  . . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . I 

Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R.  Wat¬ 
kins. 

Acting  Ensign  Jno.  [S.]  Blake. . 
Acting  Master  A.  15.  Mulford  . . . 
Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 


Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree 

Acting  Ensign  H.  D.  Trott . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Act. Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore.. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster _ 

Act.- Vol.  Lieut.  G.  B.  Livings¬ 
ton. 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J. Evans 

Acting  Master  H.  Bingham . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster _ 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden . . . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Griffin. 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts . 

Acting  Master  C.  A.  Crooker  . . . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith . . . 


Acting  Master  H.  W.  Wells  . . . 
Act. Master’s  Mate  W.F. Gragg 
Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser _ 


Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Simmons 
Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell  . . . 


Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B. Washburn 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis _ 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  0.  Selfridge . . 

Lieut.  Jos.  [P.]  Fyffe . 


Acting  Ensign  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly. 
' .cting  Master’s  Mate  S . 
Eldridge. 

Lieut.  Com.  Thornton . 


Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

City  Point. 

Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

Beaufort. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Norfolk. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

•James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Appomattox  River. 

Pagan  Creek. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

James  River-. 

Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

James  River. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

James  River ;  ordered 
to  Sounds. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Hampton 
Roads. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  Hampton 
Roads. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Ordered  to  City  Point. 

Guard  ship,  Sounds. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Pagan  Creek. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 
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V 

TAst.  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  1,  1865—  Cont’d, 


Name. 


Kansas  . . . 
Lockwood 

Lilac . 

Lehigh _ 


Guns. 


Class. 


8  Screw 
3  Paddle 

2  Screw 

2  . do 


Lenapee  . . - 
Montauk  . . 
Monadnock 


10 

2 

4 


Paddle 
Screw 
- do 


Monticello 
Maumee . . 
Mackinaw 
Massasoit. 


6  ! . do 

8  . do 

10  |  Paddle 
10  . do 


Mattabesett 


10  ' . do 


Montgomery 


6  Screw _ 


Maratanza . 

Miami . 

Mendota . 

Mount  Washington.. 


6 

8 

10 

1 


Paddle 

_ do 

_ do 

_ do 


Martin 


Screw 


Malvern  . 
Mahopac 


12 

2 


Paddle 

Screw 


Ne  w  Berne,  or  Florida 

Osceola . 

Onondaga . 


10 

4 


Screw  an  d 
paddle. 

Paddle . 

Screw . 


Phlox 


Paddle 


l’equot . 

Pawtuxet . 

Pontoosuc . 

Poppy . 

Picket  launch  No.  4. . 
Picket  launch  No.  5. . 


8  . do 

10  . do 

12  . do 

2  Screw 

1  . do 

1  . do 


Picket  launch  No.  6.  ‘  1 

Renshaw . . 


do 

do 


Release . 

Roman .  . 

Republic . 

Seneca . 

Santiago  de  Cuba. . . 
Samuel  Rotan . 

Shamrock . 

Shokokon . 

Spuyten  Duy vil . 

Saffron . 

Sassacus . 

Saugus  . 

Sangamon . 

Tacony . 

Tristram  Shandy  . . . 

Dnadilla-. . . . 

Unit . 

Valley  City . 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

■Whitehead . 

Wyandotte . 

William  Badger . 

Watch . 

Young  America . 


3 

Sailing 
Hulk  .. 

1 

Screw 

5 

. do 

11 

Paddle. 

5 

Sailing 

ii 

Paddle 

6 

. do 

Topedo  boat . . 

12 

Paddle . 

2 

Screw . 

9, 

12 

Paddle . 

4 

. do . 

6 

Screw . 

6 

Paddle . 

4 

. do . 

14 

. do . . 

4 

5 

Screw . 

Hulk . 

1 

Screw . 

.do  . 


Y  an  tic .  5 

Zouave  .  2 

Zeta . 


do 

do 

do 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watmough - 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene . 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  G.  W. 
Lane. 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Stone . 

Commander  W.  Ronckendorff. . . 

Act.Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. . 

Lieut.  Com.  Jas.  Parker. . .  - 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Commander  G.  W.  Young 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . . . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie _ 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall. . . 

Ensign  W.  C.  Wise . . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W.  Weaver . 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz _ 

Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake . 

Acting  Ensign  [D.  F.]  O’Brien . . 

Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Commander  W.  G.  Temple . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke . 


Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Chapman 

Acting  Ensign  C.  S.  Willcox _ 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  Merchant _ 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owens . 

Capt.  O.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Master  W,  G.  Nutting  . 

Commander  AV.  H.  Macomb .  ... 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pisbon _ 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davis . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  R.  Collioun  . 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  T,  Truxtun . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green . 

Lieut.  Com.  F.  M.  Ramsay . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks'. . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett. . . 

Acting  Master  E.  W.  White _ 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . 

Acting  Master's  Mate  J .  H.  Gil- 
ley. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  Mintzer . 


James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Trent’s  Reach,  Janies 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Washington,  D. 
Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

Ordered  to  sea. 

Tender  to  President. 
Appomattox  River. 
Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Off  Little  River,  North 
Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

City  Point. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Supply  vessel.  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

Supply  vessel. 

James  River. 

Trent’s  Reach,  James 
River. 

Commodore  Radford’s 
flagship. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  navy  yard. 
James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Coro- 
lina. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Guardsliip,  New' Inlet. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River,  Virginia. 
On  detached  service. 
Guard  ship,  Smitli- 
ville,  N.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Appomattox  River. 
Trent’s  Reach. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

City  Point. 

James  River. 

Fleet  engineer's  tug. 
Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  (guard). 
Beaufort. 

Janies  River. 

Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  navy  yard. 
James  River. 
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Order  of  Rear 


Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Chief  Engineer  Henderson 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  No"*'r'n’  4 . . J-  ^  j 


i  orfolkfor  torpedo  fixtures. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  1,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Norfolk  and  procure  all  articles  required  for  the 
torpedo  fixtures  according  to  my  instructions  given  you.  Brine-  wliat 
you  can  in  the  barges,  which  you  will  see  Captain  Berrien  about  and 
request  him  to  send  up  the  rest  to  you  in  the  Mount  Washington.  Also 
obtain  the  necessary  blacksmiths  from  Captain  Berrien  to  carry  on  the 
work  now  going  on  here. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  J).  Porter, 

.  Rear-Admiral. 

Chiet  Bngineer  Alex.  Henderson, 

In  charge  of  torpedoes,  etc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ronckendorff 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  make  a  feint  above  Howletfs  battery. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  l,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  go  up  to  the  monitors  and  direct  the  commanders  of 
them  to  turn  their  turrets  on  the  line  ot  rebel  works  above  Hewlett’s 
battery,  across  the  island,  and  to  give  the  guns  their  extreme  elevation. 
Pou  will  do  the  same  with  your  vessel,  arid  point  the  guns  througli  or 
over  Dutch  Gap  when  the  moon  is  up.  All  the  gunboats  below  the  gap 
will  move  up  above  your  vessel  and  below  the  upper  monitors,  and  get 
their  broadsides  to  bear  on  the  rebel  works  above  Howlett’s  battery, 
giving  the  guns  an  elevation  of  2,400  yards. 

You  will  have  an  officer  and  men  stationed  on  the  bend  of  the  river 
above  Dutch  Gap,  or  through  it,  with  about  half  a  dozen  rockets  and 
three  Coston  signals.  As  soon  as  the  moon  goes  down  (you  will  have 
everything  ready  to  open  fire)  send  off  the  rockets,  burn  the  blue  lights, 
and  open  tire,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  a  brisk  cannonade  with  all 
the  guns,  loaded  with  10-second  shells.  Keep  this  up  for  half  an  hour, 
firing  rapidly;  then  load  up  again  with  solid  shot.  When  the  firing  has 
ceased,  let  the  wooden  gunboats  drop  down  to  their  old  positions  or 
thereabouts.  The  object  is  merely  to  make  the  rebels  think  that  we  are 
about  to  make  an  attack.  They  are  prepared  to  sink  their  gunboats  at 
the  first  sign  of  one. 

Understand  perfectly  what  I  want  done,  and  let  each  commander 
understand  what  is  required  of  him.  It  is  not  necessary  for  any  one  of 
the  monitors  to  make  any  changes  in  their  positions.  The  only  object 
is  to  make  a  noise. 

Respectfully, 


[David  I).  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 


Commander  W.  RONCKENDORFF, 

Comm  anding  Monadnock. 


[  Telegram .  J 

Fort  Monroe,  April  2 ,  1865. 

The  Tristram  Shandy  is  down  from  the  yard  and  awaits  orders.  I 
am  informed  that  the  Clematis- is  broken  down  at  the  yard.  Your  mails 
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were  sent  up  this  a.  m.  by  the  Bat. 
waiting  your  orders. 

Respectfully, 


The  Fahkee  is  still  in  the  roads 


E.  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Officer. 


Itear-Aduiiral  D.  1).  Porter. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  in 

Chowan  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock,  Dist.  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Chowan  River,  off  W  inton,  April  2,  1865. 

Admiral  :  In  obedience  to  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  I  started  yesterday  evening  from  Plymouth  with  the  Sham¬ 
rock,  Wyoming,  Hunchback,  Valley  City,  and  Whitehead  and  proceeded 
up  this  river  as  far  as  the  Stumpy  Peach  (about  10  miles  from  the  mouth), 
where  we  came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  We  had  proceeded  this  far 
without  dragging  for  torpedoes,  in  order  to  make  quicker  time  (the  river 
being  broad  and  not  suitable  for  torpedoes),  but  on  starting  this  morn¬ 
ing  we  dragged  the  channel  ahead  of  us,  in  which  manner  we  advanced 
all  day,  and  reached  this  place  about  5  p.  m.  without  having  encoun¬ 
tered  any  resistance  or  finding  any  torpedoes. 

On  our  arrival  here  we  found  a  picket  of  the  First  New  York  Mounted 
Rifles,  which  regiment  was  encamped  a  few  miles  back  from  the  river, 
having  reached  it  this  morning.  They  said  they  had  seen  a  few  rebels 
on  the  opposite  (western)  shore  and  had  exchanged  a  few  shots  with 
them  just  as  we  came  up,  when  they  left.  We  sent  a  few  shells  after 

them. 

I  have  brought  up  with  me  three  large  flats,  with  which  I  can  ferry 
the  regiment  over.  1  left  orders  at  New  Berne  for  the  Commodore  Hull 
and  Sliokokon  to  join  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  our  way  up  the  river  this  morning  we  were  overtaken  by  three 
canal  boats  loaded  with  troops  (which  had  come  from  Norfolk,  I  believe), 
which  followed  us  up  and  are  now  lying  along  the  western  shore,  the 
troops  having  debarked  on  that  side. 

1  have  not  yet  had  an  interview  with  the  colonel  commanding,  but 
expect  to  see  him  shortly.  In  the  meantime  I  am  getting  the  ferry 
rigged. 

10  p.  m. — Colonel  [E,  Y.j  Sumner  has  just  been  aboard  and  informed 
me  of  his  plans  and  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

The  ferry  works  beautifully,  and  his  regiment  will  soon  be  across. 

He  intends  marching  on  Murfreesboro  to-night  to  get  there  to-morrow 
morning,  if  possible.  I  have  started  the  dragging  boats  ahead  again, 
and  shall  try  to  be  there  as  soon  as  he. 

I  am  a  little  anxious  about  my  supply  of  coal.  Several  months  ago 
the  shipment  from  Philadelphia  was  discontinued  on  account  of  the 
■accumulation  at  New  Berne  of  a  large  amount,  caused  by  the  withdrawal 
of  several  vessels  from  this  district.  In  February  the  superfluous 
amount  had  been  consumed,  and  I  wrote  to  Commodore  Adams  (by  your 
direction)  to  resume  the  shipment,  and  1  have  written  many  times  since 

then,  but  as  yet  no  coal  arrived,  and  the  coal  at  New  Berne  is  run¬ 
ning  short.  I  wrote  two  days  ago  to  Captain  fJ.  M.]  Berrien  and 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  97 

^0(TflTHantwnTraaild?r  C,J  ,West  askil,S  each  of  them  to  send  me 
oOO  tons.  VV  ill  you  please  see  that  coal  is  sent  here? 

^  ery  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n  ,  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Ronckendorf \ 
L  .  8.  Navy,  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  view  of  the  reported 
evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  3,  1865. 

Captain :  The  admiral  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Petersburg  was 
evacuated  last  night;  that  General  Grant  is  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  that  it  is  generally  supposed  that  Richmond  has  been  evac¬ 
uated.  As  this  latter  is  not  certain  as  yet,  the  admiral  says  be  careful 
how  you  proceed  until  assured  how  far  you  may  go.  There  must  bo  no 
accident  happen.  Remove  all  our  torpedoes  carefully  and  such  of  the 
obstructions  as  may  prevent  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  using  our 
torpedoes  for  this  purpose  if  necessary.  Be  careful  and  thorough  in 
dragging  the  river  for  torpedoes  and  send  men  along  the  banks  to  cut 
the  wires.  Keep  the  Unadilla  and  Chippewa  and  Commodore  Perry  to 
assist  you.  Use  all  dispatch  consistent  with  thorough  work,  letting  the 
Commodore  Perry  cover  the  boats  in  their  operations.  The  admiral 
also  says  he  wishes  you  to  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  driving 
ahead,  but  to  have  no  accidents  happen. 

Please  send  me  any  reliable  information  you  may  have — what  the 
explosions  in  your  direction  were. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commanding  Onondaga. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  April  3,  1865. 

Send  the  Tristram  Shandy  here  immediately,  and  the  Fahkee  to  Pagan 
Creek  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge. 

*  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  T.  Kichols, 

Senior  Navy  Officer ,  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  April  3,  1865. 

Send  the  Miami  and  Commodore  Barney  here  without  delay. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw ,  Appomattox  River. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Chandler ,  lT.  S.  Oaf'll,  regarding  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  the  James  River ,  April  3 ,  I860,  trans¬ 
mitting  instructions  given  for  the  same. 

TJ.  S.  Ironclad  Sangamon, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  24,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  prize  list  for 
rebel  naval  property  captured  at  Richmond.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
3d  of  April  a  telegram  from  Admiral  Porter  to  Commander  William 
Ronckendorff  was  shown  me,  ordering  the  river  to  be  at  once  cleared 
of  torpedoes  as  far  up  as  Richmond,  and  Commander  Ronckendorff 
ordered  me  to  take  charge  (with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
manders  Potter  and  Ramsay)  of  that  duty  and  organize  the  party.  Ihe 
work  commenced  on  the  evening  of  tlie  3d,  and  was  carried  on  until 
the  wharves  of  Richmond  were  reached.  The  tugboats  Alpha,  11  atch, 
and  Saffron  accompanied  the  expedition,  and  on  the  way  back  towed 
the  rebel  ram  Texas  down  the  river.  Boats  from  the  Saugus,  Sanga¬ 
mon,  Atlanta,  Lehigh,  Onondaga,  Mahopac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  Casco, 
and  Monadnock  were  at  Richmond  when  the  rebel  property  named  m 
the  prize  list  was  taken  possession  of.  The  work,  instead  of  commenc¬ 
ing  at  G  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  order  sanctioned  by  Com¬ 
mander  Ronckendorff  for  the  organization  and  carrying  out  the  duty 
assigned  me.  As  a  portion  of  the  fleet  at  times  was  close  astern  of  the 
boats,  other  boats  may  have  been  sent  to  assist.  The  steamer  Commo¬ 
dore  Perry  accompanied  as  far  as  the  Rocketts,  and  served  rations  to 
the  crews  of  the  boats.  On  my  return  from  leave  of  absence  I  was 
informed  that  Rear-Admiral  Porter  directed  prize  lists  to  be  made  out 
for  the  capture  of  this  property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


[Enclosures.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Monadnock, 

Off  Hutch  Gap,  James  River ,  Virginia ,  April  3,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler  will,  with  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Ramsay  and  Potter,  take  charge  of  a  party  detailed  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  torpedoes  from  the  James  River. 

You  will  be  careful  and  thorough  in  dragging  the  river  for  torpedoes 
and  send  men  along  the  banks  to  cut  the  wire.  The  Commodore  Perry 
will  assist  you.  Use  all  dispatch  consistent  with  thorough  work,  letting 
the  Commodore  Perry  cover  the  boats  in  their  operations.  Let  this 
work  be  pushed  ahead,  but  be  careful  that  no  accidents  happen. 

Boats  and  men  will  be  furnished  you  from  the  different  vessels. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander . 


U.  S.  S.  Sangamon, 

James  River,  April  3,  1865. 

At  6  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  the  vessels,  viz,  the  Saugus,  Atlanta , 
Lehigh,  Onondaga,  Mahopac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  and  Casco  will  send 
two  boats  to  the  Sangamon  equipped  for  dragging  for  torpedoes.  The 
boats  should  be  armed  and  will  take  position  in  the  following  order, 
heads  upstream : 
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Saugus.  q() 
Sangamon.  ()0 
Atlanta.  ^0 
Lehigh.  ()0 

Onondaga.  ^0 
Mahopac. 

Chippewa.  ^0 

Unadilla.  ()0 

Casco.  o 

Monadnock.  ()0 


Each  boat’s  bow  laps  the  port  quarter  of  the  boat  just  ahead  and  will 
lap  within  2  or  3  feet  of  her.  Each  vessel  will  send  an  officer  to  take 
charge  ot  the  two  boats.  Lieutenant  Gillett,  ot  the  Sangamon,  aud 
Lieutenant  Reed,  of  the  Lehigh ,  will  have  charge  of  shore  parties  to 
keep  ahead  ot  the  boats  and  cut  all  torpedo  wires.  The  wires  should 
be  cut  in  two  places.  Lieutenant  Gillett  will  take  the  right  bank  going 
up  and  Lieutenant  Reed  the  left.  Twenty  men  from  the  Monadnock 
will  be  detailed  for  this  service  and  will  be  armed  as  skirmishers  with 
at  least  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition.  Two  pairs  of  shears  should  be 
furnished  the  shore  parties.  The  officer  in  charge  will  throw  out  the  pick¬ 
ets,  leaving  two  men  to  follow  the  beach  to  cut  the  wires.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Potter,  of  the  Chippewa ,  or  myself,  will  superintend  the 
work. 


The  parties  will  be  detailed  and  placed  under  their  respective  officers 
on  their  arrival  at  the  Sangamon.  The  steamer  Commodore  Perry  will 
follow  the  boats  to  protect  them. 

Commander  William  Ronckendorff,  of  the  Monadnock ,  has  sanctioned 
the  above  plan  of  operations. 

Yery  respectfully, 


R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  tugs  placed  at  the 

disposal  of  the  army  authorities. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 

New  Berne ,  April  3 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  tugs  Gamma  and  Delta  (7-foot  propellers)  arrived  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  the  Wilderness  yesterday  afternoon.  The  latter  draws  0  feet 
and  is  a  fine  vessel  when  in  good  order.  I  had  a  telegram  through 
General  Palmer,  asking  that  five  of  the  tugs  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  Sherman’s  quartermaster,  and  I  went  ashore,  notified  Colonel  Conk¬ 
lin  that  the  vessels  were  here  and  ready  for  service.  He  asked  that 
they  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Kimball,  quartermaster  here.  I  have 
given  the  commanding  officers  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Kimball. 

It  seems  to  me  they  don’t  know  what  to  do  with  them,  now  that  they 
have  them. 

Two  coal  schooners  from  Philadelphia  arrived  yesterday;  one  will  go 
to  you  after  I  take  out  a  little,  i  hear  there  are  two  others  at  Hatteras 
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Inlet,  deep  loaded.  One  had  better  stay  there, 
partly  loaded,  will  be  filled  and  sent  up  also. 

Yery  respectfully, 


The  Nyach,  being 


A.  G.  Rhind, 

Commander . 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 

The  Dawn ,  drawing  11  feet  or  over,  one  of  the  vessels  mentioned  in 
the  list  of  light-drafts,  is  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  sent  word  to  Captain 
Boomer  to  tell  her  commanding  officer  to  await  orders  from  you.  bhe 
can  not  cross  the  Swash. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of  the 

Reuse  River  as  to  obstructions. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 

New  Berne ,  April  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  by  the  Wilderness  your  order  of  March  27, 
ordering  the  obstructions  in  the  Neuse  “removed  sufficiently  so  as  to 
allow  gunboats  to  go  up.”  Vessels  drawing  over  4  to  44  feet  can  not 
navigate  the  river  above  this.  When  the  army  under  General  f  J.  D.] 
Cox  moved  on  Kinston  I  had  the  obstructions  examined,  and  found  a 
sufficient  passage  through  for  boats  that  could  ascend  the  river.  I  then 
sent  up  an  expedition  in  two  light-draft  steamers,  borrowed  for  the 
occasion  from  the  Quartermaster’s  Department. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Whitehead  I  tried  to  get  her  up,  but  she  could 
only  advance  about  12  miles  above  the  obstructions,  owing  to  her  draft 
(7  feet). 

Since  then  the  light-draft  steamers  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Depart¬ 
ment  have  been  using  the  river,  finding  no  difficulty  in  getting  through 
the  obstructions.  I  offered  to  blow  up  a  wreck  to  widen  the  passage 
(now  about  70  feet),  but  it  was  not  thought  necessary  or  advisable. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Hampton 

Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  4, 1865. 

Admiral:  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  glorious  news  yesterday  all  the 
naval  vessels  in  the  roads  dressed  with  flags,  and  a  salute  fired  from 
the  Sabine.  I  had  hoped,  after  watching  and  waiting  eleven  months 
in  the  James  River,  that  I  should  have  been  at  the  front  when  the  move 
was  made,  and  am  much  disappointed  not  to  be  able  to  move  up  with 
you,  even  though  the  passage  to  Richmond  is  probably  a  peaceful  one. 
Your  telegram  giving  me  permission  to  come  up,  provided  I  could  leave 
any  one  in  my  place,  was  received  last  night,  but  the  only  vessel  here, 
the  Sabine,  is  under  orders  from  the  Department  to  go  to  Philadelphia. 
The  Fahhee  and  Tristram  Shandy  had  been  dispatched  in  accordance 
with  your  telegraphic  order ;  so  here  I  am,  with  small  prospect  of  get¬ 
ting  up  unless  some  vessel  from  above  can  take  my  place.  The  light- 
draft  Chimo  arrived  during  the  night  under  convoy  of  the  Huntsville. 
I  have  sent  her  to  Craney  Island  for  coal,  she  having  less  than  a  day’s 
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supply  on  board.  The  French  steam  advice  boat  HFstainq  arrived 
night  before  last  from  New  York.  I  offered  the  usual  civilities,  etc. 
Yesterday  morning  the  English  yacht  Octavia  came  in  with  her  own 
colors  flying,  and  also  an  American  Hag  at  the  fore.  As  she  passed 
the  Styx  she  saluted  by  dipping  her  flags,  and  also  dipped  the  American 

"  ^eu  passing  this  vessel  she  did  not  salute.  I  immediately  sent 
an  ofhcer  on  board  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  dipping  of  our  fla»' 
to  a  foreign  vessel  of  war.  The  explanation  given  was  that  everybody 
was  gieen  on  board  and  our  flag  had  been  dipped  once  by  mistake,  for 
which  profuse  apologies  were  made,  and  any  intent  of  disrespect  dis- 
claimed,  [subsequently  the  owner  came  on  board,  and  in  person  made, 
ample  apologies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic 


Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander. 


Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  follow¬ 
ing  the  evacuation  of  Richmond. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  April  5, 1865. 

Sir:  As  the  movements  here  have  been  of  a  military  character,  and 
have  been  regularly  reported  to  the  War  Department,  I  have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  report  anything  to  the  Department.* 

After  I  was  satisfied  that  the  rebels  were  about  to  evacuate  Rich¬ 
mond,  I  commenced  removing  the  obstructions  below  Howlett’s  battery, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  night  after  succeeded  in  getting  a  channel 
through  and  removed  the  torpedoes. 

The  gunboats  moved  up  to  Drewry’s,  where  the  obstructions  again 
presented  a  bar  to  further  progress. 

On  the  4th  of  April  I  accompanied  the  President  up  to  Richmond, 
where  he  was  received  with  the  strongest  demonstrations  of  joy.  We 
found  that  the  rebel  rams  and  gunboats  had  all  been  blown  up,  with 
the  exception  of  an  unfinished  ram,  the  Texas ,  and  a  small  tug  gunboat, 
the  Beaufort ,  mounting  one  gun. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  destroyed:  Vir ginia,  flagship, 
4  guns,  ironclad;  Richmond ,  4  guns,  ironclad;  Fredericksburg,  4  guns, 
ironclad;  Nansemond,  2  guns,  wooden;  Hampton ,  2  guns,  wooden; 
Roanoake,  1  gun,  wooden;  Torpedo ,  tender;  Shrapnel ;  Patrick  Henry , 
school  ship. 

Some  of  them  are  in  sight  above  water,  and  may  be  raised.  They 
partly  obstruct  the  channel  where  they  are  now,  and  will  either  have 
to  be  raised  or  blown  up. 

The  Beaufort  and  Texas  I  have  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Navy. 

Tredegar  Works  and  the  naval  ordnance  depot  remain  untouched. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


*  See  Official  Records  of  tlie  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  Vol.  XL VI,  Parts  I  and  III. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  U.  8.  forces  at  Dr  every1  s  Bluff,  regarding  the  clearing  of  torpedoes 


from  the  James  River. 

Off  Richmond,  Ya.,  April  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  you  two  gentlemen  (Mr.  R.  O.  Crowley  and  Mr.  L. 
Moore)  wlio  will  point  out  to  you  where  the  torpedoes  are  located  in 
your  vicinity,  also  where  the  electric  batteries  are  situated.  You  will 
have  these  torpedoes  exploded,  taken  up,  or  destroyed  as  soon  as 

P°Have  all  places  pointed  out  thoroughly  examined.  Save  the  batteries 
after  you  have  used  them.  Use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  carrying  out 
this  order. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

7f.pa.r-  A  dmiral. 


Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

Dr  every1  s  Bluff,  James  River ,  Virginia. 

p.  S. — Plant  buoys  with  a  red  flag  on  them  in  any  suspicious  places. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Weaver,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mahopac. 

Off  Richmond,  Ya.,  April  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Mahopac  under  your  command  to  Washington 
navy  yard  and  report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

IT.  8.  8.  Mahopac. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Day,  IT.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Saugus. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Off  Richmond,  Va. ,  April  5,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Saugus  under  your  command  to  AVashington 
navy  yard  and  report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  I  orter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Day, 

Commanding  Saugus. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  in  the 

Chowan  and  Meherrin  rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Meherrin  River,  near  Murfreesboro,  N.  C.,  April  5,  1865. 
Admiral:  We  arrived  here  on  the  3d,  still  encountering  no  opposi¬ 
tion.  No  torpedoes  have  been  found,  though  we  have  been  up  the 
Chowan  as  far  as  the  Blackwater. 
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There  are  about  100  rebel -cavalry  hanging  about  here,  but  they  do 
not  attempt  to  attack  us,  although  we  have  marched  our  men  through 
the  towu.  This  seems  to  be  all  the  troops  they  have  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

I  left  the  Wyalusing  to  hold  Winton,  and  there  are  also  at  that 
place  some  200  United  States  infantry.  Colonel  [E.  V.]  Sumner  did 
not  pass  through  this  place  as  he  had  intended,  on  account  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Potecasi  Creek  and  other  small  rivers  being  burned. 
1  learn  from  negroes  (whom  I  consider  more  reliable  than  the  white 
men)  that  Colonel  Sumner  is  pushing  on  toward  Weldon,  having  passed 
through  St.  John  and  Jackson,  [N.  C.].  The  other  force  which  Colonel 
Sumner  told  me  was  moving  in  the  same  direction  along  the  Seaboard 
and  .Roanoke  Railroad,  is  reported  to  be  at  Boykin’s  Depot. 

The  steamer  Sholcokon  arrived  at  Winton  yesterday,  and  I  have 
stationed  her  a  short  distance  below  here  near  an  ugly  bluff  some  60 
or  SO  feet  high,  ou  which  1  thought  the  rebels  might  give  us  some 
trouble  on  our  return.  There  were  some  ride  pits  on  the  brow  of  this 
bluff,  but  I  sent  a  party  down  there  and  had  them  filled  up.  There  is  also 
an  old  earthwork,  made  to  mount  six  guns,  a  short  distance  below  here, 
which  I  have  had  partially  destroyed.  The  river  is  rather  narrower 
than  the  Roanoke,  but  not  quite  so  crooked.  I  got  50  men  (soldiers) 
from  Winton  to  hold  the  bluff'  till  we  have  passed,  the  river  being  very 
crooked  and  narrow  at  this  point,  so  much  so  that  we  are  unable  to 
steam  by,  but  will  have  to  warp  the  ship  round. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding  District  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  English ,  77.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  letter 
from  Colonel  Sumner ,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Winton ,  April  5, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  the  note  just  brought  in  by  an  officer  of  Colonel 
Sumner’s  command.  I  presume  before  this  reaches  you  he  will  have 
arrived  at  Murfreesboro.  I  will  hold  on  here  till  further  orders.  I  send 
the  scows  up  by  the  transports  in  case  they  should  be  wanted  by  the 
colonel. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully,  Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

[Enclosure.] 

First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 

Rich  Square,  Va.  [A.  <7. J,  [April  5],  1865. — 7  o'clock  a.  m. 

Commodore  Macomb:  I  have  returned  to  this  place.  Will  march 
to  day  for  Murfreesboro,  and  would  like  to  see  you  there  this  evening 
on  a  matter  of  importance.  I  will  arrive  there  probably  about  2  o’clock 
p.  m. 

The  bearer  will  tell  you  what  I  want  done. 

E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Colonel  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Commanding. 
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[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  April  6,  1865. 

The  tug  Zeta  lias  been  sent  to  the  Potomac  Flotilla  to  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Parker. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Bamsay ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expe¬ 
dition  for  the  clearing  of  torpedoes  from  the  James  Biver. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 

James  Biver ,  April  6, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  5th  instant,  I  endeavored  to  recover  the  torpedoes  in  tbe  river,  but 
could  not  llnd  them.  Near  Battery  Semmes  sixteen  torpedoes  (friction) 
were  planted.  I  dragged  there  for  several  hours,  but  failed  to  hud 
them.  When  they  were  planted  a  channel  way  more  than  100  feet 
wide  was  left  on  the  right  side  of  the  river.  I  placed  four  buoys,  with 
red  flags  on  them,  to  show  the  clear  channel.  These  buoys  must  be  left 
on  the  starboard  hand  going  up  the  river. 

Just  above  Howlett’s  battery  is  a  nest  of  fourteen  friction  torpedoes, 
which  I  have  buoyed  in  the  same  manner. 

All  galvanic  batteries  were  carried  oft'  or  destroyed.  At  Chaffin’s 
Bluff  there  was  a  torpedo  containing  1,700  pounds  of  powder.  At  Bat¬ 
tery  Semmes  there  were  two,  containing  850  pounds  each,  and  at  How¬ 
lett’s  one  containing  1,400  pounds.  1  cut  the  wires  of  them  all  close 
down,  so  that  they  are  now  perfectly  harmless.  1  attempted  to  raise 
one,  but  could  not.  As  soon  as  the  work  was  finished  I  allowed  Mr. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Crowley  to  return  to  Richmond. 

I  was  obliged  to  bring  my  vessel  down  to  do  the  work,  and  came 
through  the  obstructions  to  get  a  better  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant- Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Benshaw , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  with  dispatches  for  General  Sherman  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Malyern, 

Off  City  Point,  Va.,  April  6, 1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  carrying  the 
accompanying  dispatches,  and  have  them  telegraphed  at  once  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman,  after  which  you  will  proceed  through  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  Macomb  for 
duty. 

Use  all  the  haste  you  can,  as  these  dispatches  are  very  important. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  City  Point,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  April  7, 1865. 

Leave  this  evening  as  couvoy  to  President  to  Washington.  Can 
you  have  Potomac  Eiver  pilot  and  any  mail  for  me  on  board  the  Mendota 
as  I  pass? 

Jno.  S.  Barnes, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Bat. 

Commander  Nichols, 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota ,  Senior  Naval  Officer. 


[Telegram] 

Commandant’s  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  April  7, 1865. 

Sir:  The  steamers  Commodore  Morris  and  Aries  -were  dispatched 
from  this  yard  yesterday  to  assist  Commander  Nichols  in  the  effort  to 
retake  the  steamer  recently  captured  by  rebels. 

Bespectfully,  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant. 

Bon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the 
recapture  of  the  army  steamer  Harriet  Be  Ford. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

City  Point,  April  7,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  5tli  instant  to  inform  you  by  tele¬ 
graph  that  I  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  directing  me  to  use  my  best  exertions  to  recapture  the 
steamer  Harriet  Be  Ford  from  a  gang  of  rebel  marauders,  etc.  I  had 
previously  received  the  news  other  capture  and  at  once  telegraphed  it 
to  the  commander  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  and  also  sent  off  the  armed  tug 
Young  America  to  notify  the  gunboats  in  the  Eappahaunock  Eiver  and 
to  guard  the  Wolf  Trap  light  vessel.  Upon  receiving  the  telegram 
from  the  Department,  I  determined  to  go  myself  in  search,  but  before 
doing  so,  wrote  to  Captain  Berrien  requesting  him  to  send  on  this  serv¬ 
ice  any  vessels  at  the  yard  that  were  available.  I  proceeded  to  Point 
Lookout  that  night  and  communicated  with  the  commander  of  the 
Potomac  Flotilla.  Finding  that  he  had  ample  force  and  was  prose¬ 
cuting  the  search,  I  returned  on  the  6th  to  my  station  in  Hampton  Eoads 
and  reported  my  return  to  you  by  telegraph  and  to  the  Department  by 
letter.  Finding  the  Morris  in  the  roads  (sent  down  by  Captain  Ber¬ 
rien),  I  sent  her  to  Cherrystone  and  Back  Eiver,  to  return  to-day. 
About  an  hour  after  my  return  the  Young  America  came  in  with  the 
information  that  the  Harriet  Be  Ford  was  in  Indian  Creek  and  gun¬ 
boats  had  gone  up  after  her.  The  Morris  returned  this  morning  from 
Cherrystone  with  information  that  the  Stepping  Stones  had  been  sent 
into  Indian  Creek  to  recapture  the  steamer.  I  this  morning  turned 
over  the  command  in  the  roads  to  Commander  Temple  and  proceeded 
to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  at  about  8  p.  m.  this  day. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Beaumont ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  examination 

of  Appomattox  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Appomattox  River ,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  this  date  I  immediately  dispatched  two  boats  in  charge  of  Mr.  [  A.  J.] 
Louch,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  to  examine  the  obstructions  in 
this  river  and  drag  for  torpedoes. 

Mr.  Louch  has  just  returned,  and  reports  that  he  has  dragged  the 
river  as  high  as  Petersburg  and  examined  its  banks  for  conducting 
wires,  and  feels  assured  that  aside  from  the  difficulty  in  passing  through 
the  obstructions  at  Fort  Clifton,  where  the  passage  is  but  about  25 
feet  wide,  vessels  drawing  not  more  than  5  feet  may  navigate  the  river 
in  safety.  The  passage  through  these  obstructions  can  easily  be 
enlarged.  I  shall  continue  the  examination  of  the  river  to-morrow,  and, 
if  possible,  engage  a  tug  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  return  to 
Winton ,  of  expedition  into  Meherrin  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

IHst.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Winton ,  N.  C.,  April  7,  1865. 
Admiral:  We  arrived  here  from  Murfreesboro  last  night  without 
accident.  The  army  force  has  returned  and  are  going  back  to  Suffolk. 
They  found  Weldon  too  strong  for  them,  but  succeeded  in  cutting  the 
Seaboard  Railroad  near  Seaboard  for  about  a  mile. 

I  shall  lie  here  some  time  longer  in  order  to  be  ready  for  any  more 
troops  that  may  wish  to  cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs 
at  Wilmington ,  and  the  proposed  celebration  of  the  evacuation  of ' Rich¬ 
mond. 

IT.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  April  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  this  section,  there  hav¬ 
ing  been  no  appearance  or  information  of  rebel  soldiers  in  this  vicinity 
since  my  last  report. 

I  have  kept  a  large  gang  of  men  and  the  Republic ,  when  she  could 
be  spared  from  other  duty  and  the  weather  permitted,  employed  in 
removing  obstructions,  and  have  been  very  successful  in  widening  the 
channel. 
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The  rebels  executed  their  work  so  well  that  it  is  slow  business,  but 
I  hope  in  two  weeks  more  to  linisli,  when  1  shall  endeavor  to  recover 
the  rebel  torpedo  boat. 

I  have  had  the  Armstrong  gun  at  Fort  Caswell  moved  to  the  wharf 
ready  for  shipment,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  find  a  vessel  to 
take  it. 

The  prevailing  epidemic  in  Wilmington — typhoid  fever — appears  to 
be  about  the  same,  without  any  perceptible  increase  or  decrease. 

On  yesterday  an  official  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Sher¬ 
man,  conveying  the  glorious  news  of  the  occupation  of  Richmond  by 
our  troops,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  army  I  have  directed  the  naval 
vessels  here  to  set  apart  this  day  to  celebrate  the  great  event  with 
appropriate  ceremonies,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Since  my  last  report  the  Nyack ,  Folus ,  and  Fort  Donelson  have  left 
these  waters,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  the  bark  Release  arrived. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Senior  Officer  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prize  steamer 

Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Fist.  of  the  Somuls  of  N.  C.,  Winton ,  N.  C.,  April  8,  1865. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  receipts  for  the  steamer  Philadelphia  and 
cargo,  from  D.  Heaton,  Treasury  agent  at  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

This  vessel  was  found  transporting  contraband  of  war  into  places 
under  control  of  the  rebels,  and  was  seized  by  me  and  held  till  I  was 
directed  by  Admiral  Porter  to  turn  her  over  to  the  Treasury  agents 
and  forward  a  receipt  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in 
search  of  Confederate  floating  battery  reported  to  be  in  the  Roanoke 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  April  9,  1865 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  information  that  a  floating  battery  hac. 
been  seen  some  8  or  10  miles  up  the  river  last  night.  I  sent  the  launch 
of  this  vessel  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  they  proceeding  to  Jamesvule 
and  returning  without  seeing  the  battery,  having  passed  it,  supposing 
it  to  be  the  wreck  of  the  Otsego.  To-day  the  launch  of  the  Tosco  and 
first  cutter  of  this  vessel,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  hranklm,  went 
up  the  river  and  found  the  battery  sunk  about  8  miles  above  this  piace. 
The  affair  is  in  a  dismantled  state,  and  at  present  shows  between  2  and 
3  feet  of  the  top  of  the  casemates  above  water.  . 

I  suppose  the  advance  of  our  troops  toward  Weldon  caused  its  being- 
set  adrift,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  sunk  by  one  of  the  torpedoes 
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planted  in  the  river  near  where  it  now  lies.  The  statement  of  a  fisher- 
man,  residing  near  the  locality,  is  that  it  came  down  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  instant,  at  which  time  one  or  two  supposed  guns  were  heard  up  the 
river  by  the  Ceres ,  stationed  at  the  obstructions. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Franklin. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  G.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  IT.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Sounds  of  North  Carolina ,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock ,  Winton. 

[Enclosure. 1 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  April  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders  of  8th  instant,  I  took  charge 
of  the  boats,  bound  up  the  Roanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering 
the  rebel  fioating  battery,  reported  to  be  somewhere  below  Jamesville. 
I  found  the  object  sought,  about  9  miles  above  here  sunk  on  a  sand  bar, 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  in  the  depth  of  2J  or  3  fathoms  water, 
only  about  2  feet  of  the  casemates  being  visible.  I  found  it  to  be  a  four¬ 
sided  box,  20  feet  square  on  top,  with  sides  sloping  at  an  angle  of  about 
45°.  Height  between  decks,  8  feet,  the  box  composed  of  heavy  tim¬ 
ber  frames  with  a  layer  of  yellow  pine  feet  thick.  On  two  of  the 
sides  this  pine  had  been  covered  with  6-inch  oak,  bolted  athwartships. 
I  found  two  ports  on  either  side.  Sounded  with  oars  and  boat  hooks 
over  her  floor,  but  could  discover  no  evidence  of  scuttling.  Fished  up 
several  pieces  of  chain,  iron  rods,  and  an  old  hand  pump  from  her  floor. 
To  complete  her  ruin  1  cut  in  the  pine  end  three  beds  for  seating  fires, 
and  after  filling  them  with  combustibles  and  pitch  wood,  fired  the  work 
myself,  withdrew  my  men,  and  started  on  the  return.  So  long  as  the 
battery  was  in  sight,  I  could  see  with  my  glass,  my  fires  blazing 
brightly,  and  think  that  the  destruction  of  that  portion  above  water 
may  be  assumed  as  complete. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  L.  Franklin, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  John  C.  Febiger, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  defining  cruising  ground. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  io,  1865. 

Sir  :  Cruise  between  Cape  Henlopen  and  Willoughby’s  Spit  light- boat. 
Permit  no  vessel  or  steamer  to  go  out  unless  strictly  examined  and  her 
character  thoroughly  ascertained.  Efforts  are  being  made  on  the  part 
of  rebels  to  capture,  pillage,  and  destroy  everything  they  can,  and  they 
may  attempt  to  get  to  sea. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  will  assign  the  limits  of  your 
cruising  ground. 

^  ery  respectfully,  David  I).  Porter, 

T .  ,  ,  „  ^  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 


H 


[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
.  H.  Gorringe,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello.] 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Watmough ,  V.  8.  Navy,  defining  cruising  ground. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  10, 1S65. 

Sir:  The  Pequot,  Monticello ,  and  Delaware  will,  with  your  vessel, 
cruise  between  Cape  Henlopen  and  Willoughby’s  Spit  light-boat,  and 
you  will  assign  the  beat  of  each  vessel.  Permit  nothing  to  go  out  of  the 
bay  without  being  examined  and  her  character  thoroughly  ascertained. 
I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Commander  Parker,  showing  the 
objects  of  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kansas. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  naming  vessels  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  City  Point,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  sent  the  following  vessels  to 
report  to  Commander  Parker:  Delaware,  Commodore  Barney,  Cactus, 
Watch,  Casco,  Chimo. 

These  are  the  lightest  draft  and  best  vessels  here;  the  two  latter  are 
iron  and  carry  heavy  guns  and  can  lie  in  shoal  water  at  any  point 
where  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  gunboat.  There  are  other  vessels  on 
the  list  I  forwarded  a  few  days  since,  which  will  do  for  service  on  the 
Chesapeake  if  they  are  needed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  contemplate  visiting  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  if  they  want  to  come  up  here,  place  a  vessel  at  their  dis¬ 
posal  to  do  so. 

The  Alabama  will  be  there  this  evening  to  take  them  to  Wilmington, 
if  they  wish  to  go  there. 

[David  D.  Porter], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commanding  Monadnock ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
C.  8.  8.  Albemarle  under  convoy  of  U.  8.  vessels  to  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  April  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  A  provision  schooner  in  tow  of  the  Folus  arrived  this  afternoon, 
and  I  shall  have  her  ready  to  send  up  to  you  to-morrow  by  the 
8hokokon. 


See  Series  I,  volume  5,  p.  547. 
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The  Albemarle  left  this  afternoon,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres ,  Martin , 
and  Belle ,  the  latter  to  return  here  after  the  Albemarle  is  across  North 
River  Bar,  the  two  former  to  continue  with  her  to  Norfolk. 

I  have  kept  the  Bolus  here  to  picket  the  obstructions,  as  we  hear  a 
rumor  that  the  enemy  sent  down  the  floating  battery  to  clear  the  river 
for  some  future  movement. 


####### 


Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 


Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Winton ,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

(Received  6 : 30  p.  m.) 

The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  have  arrived  and  want  to 
go  to  Charleston.  I  have  ordered  the  Alabama  fixed  up  for  them. 
Has  the  Department  any  orders  to  give? 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Foster ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll ,  1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  at  3  miles  below  Rocketts  as  guard  ship. 
Examine  all  vessels  not  in  the  quartermaster’s  employ,  such  as  sutlers’, 
etc.,  and  permit  none  to  proceed  to  Richmond  unless  they  have  a  regu¬ 
lar  permit  from  General  Patrick,  provost-marshal-general. 

Respectfully, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  Commodore  Perry. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Spotts,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  Proceed  up  James  River  to  a  position  1  mile  above  Falling 
Creek  until  further  orders,  exercising  due  vigilance  in  the  protection  of 
vessels  navigating  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Commander  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Mendota. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  your  station  at  Drewry’s  Bluff  until  further  orders. 
Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mendota. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Blake,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Onondaga. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  just  above  Howlett’s  battery  until  further 
orders.  Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating 
the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Onondaga. 


Order  of  Real- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Graves,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Miami. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  at  City  Point,  at  the  junction  of  the  Appo¬ 
mattox,  until  further  orders.  Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection 
of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 

Permit  no  vessels,  such  as  sutlers’  etc.,  to  go  up  the  Appomattox, 
unless  regularly  permitted  by  the  provost-marshal-general,  Genera) 
Patrick,  except  those  in  the  army  employ. 

YTery  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Graves, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Miami. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
'  Chandler,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Sangamon. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  in  Chippoak  Creek  until  further  orders, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Sangamon. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  (J.  &.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant -Commander 
Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Leliigli. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll ,  1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  at  Windmill  Point,  [James  Piver],  until  fur¬ 
ther  orders.  Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navi¬ 
gating  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lehigh. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Ramsay,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll,  1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  until  further  orders  at  Chickahominy  Biver, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Bamsay, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
your  station  at  Hog  Point  until  further  orders,  exercising 
due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 

Very  respectfully. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eutaw. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll,  1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  at  Swan’s  Point  until  further  orders,  exer¬ 
cising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  L.  Paulding, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eutaw, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Sassacus. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  halfway  between  Hog  Point  and  Day’s  Point, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sassacus. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Wells,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Galena. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  in  the  mouth  of  the  Nanseraond  River  until 
further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Galena. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Potter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Chippewa. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  Take  your  station  at  Aiken’s  Landing  until  further  orders. 
Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chippewa. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Woodward,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Atlanta. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  in  Turkey  Bend  until  further  orders,  and 
exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Woodward, 

Commanding  (J.  S.  S.  Atlanta. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Glitz ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Osceola. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 

Sir:  Take  your  station  just  above  Wilson’s  wharf  uutil  further 
orders,  exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating 
the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M,  B,  Clitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Alabama. 

Navy  Department,  April  12,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  to  proceed  off  Mobile  and  report  to 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  City  Point,  Ya. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Blake,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  progress  in 
removal  of  obstructions  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 

James  River,  Virginia,  April  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  find  that  Warwick  Bar  has  a  line  of  obstructions,  extending 
across  the  river,  of  vessels  tilled  with  sand  and  stones.  Two  of  them 
were  removed  yesterday,  leaving  a  clear  passage  200  feet  wide  and  10 
feet  deep. 

To-day  I  am  in  hopes  to  remove  sufficient  of  the  piling  of  the  bridge 
to  admit  of  a  free  passage  up  the  river,  after  which  all  of  the  force  will 
be  put  to  work  at  Drewry’s  Bluff,  and  then  up  and  down  the  river, 
increasing  the  channel  to  the  extent  that  the  material  I  have  at  com¬ 
mand  will  admit  of. 

The  most  water  that  I  have  been  able  to  find  at  any  time  at  Trent’s 
Beach  Bar  is  12  feet  0  inches.  The  depth  of  water  can,  however,  be 
increased  by  the  use  of  torpedoes,  should  you  be  pleased  to  direct  it 
and  give  the  necessary  order  to  supply  the  materials. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Homer  C.  Blake, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  V.  8.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  City  Point,  Ya. 
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Instructions  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Bad- 

ford,  XT.  8.  JS  avy,  for  the  guidance  of  the  latter  in  temporary  command 

of  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point ,  Fa.,  April  12 , 1865. 

Commodore:  As  I  am  about  to  leave  the  squadron  for  a  short  time, 
I  wish  you  to  carry  out  the  following  instructions,  and,  for  your  guid¬ 
ance  in  the  management  of  the  fleet  in  my  absence,  I  send  you  a  list  of 
vessels,  with  their  present  stations,  duties,  etc. 

You  will  open  all  official  letters  addressed  to  me,  and  act  at  your  dis¬ 
cretion  concerning  the  matter  contained  therein. 

Collect  everything  belonging  to  the  rebel  Navy  at  or  near  Richmond, 
and  appoint  boards  to  examine  and  appraise  each  vessel  or  article, 
including  the  Texas  at  Norfolk  navy  yard,  whither  everything  must  be 
sent,  and  requesting  Captain  Berrien  to  afford  proper  storage  or  pro¬ 
tection  from  the  weather.  Have  duplicate  invoices  of  appraisement 
made  out,  signed  by  the  appraisers. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Maumee ,  has 
been  instructed  by  me  to  procure  all  the  information  possible  in  these 
matters  and  report  to  you. 

It  is  said  there  are  engines,  boilers,  etc.,  at  Richmond  for  the  Texas , 
as  also  for  the  two  torpedo  boats  building.  These  must  be  obtained, 
with  the  iron  plating,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Texas. 

I  enclose  you  general  orders  on  the  subject  of  trade  in  oystering,  etc., 
along  the  river,  together  with  General  Grant’s  orders  on  the  subject, 
which  I  wish  carried  out. 

Acting  Ensign  Ottiwell,  on  board  the  Charles  Phelps ,  a  hulk  at  Craney 
Island,  has  charge  of  all  coal  matters  about  here.  I  have  directed  him 
to  send  500  tons  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  New  Inlet,  and  New  Berne, 
respectively.  The  coal  should  be  discharged  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
prevent  demurrage  dues,  keeping  only  enough  afloat  for  immediate 
wants.  Commander  Macomb,  by  my  direction,  regulates  coal  matters 
in  the  sounds  [of]  North  Carolina,  corresponding  with  Commodore 
Adams  direct. 

Stores,  etc.,  wanted  in  the  sounds  should  be  procured  from  Beaufort 
as  far  as  possible,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wishes  everything 
sent  north  that  can  be  spared,  and  great  care  to  be  exercised  in  the 
approval  of  requisitions. 

The  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear  River  procure  their  supplies  from  Beau¬ 
fort  as  required.  I  have  requested  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment, 
etc.,  to  send  500  tons  coal  to  Beaufort  and  New  Inlet,  which,  with  what  I 
have  already  ordered,  will  answer  all  probable  wants. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  three  vessels  to  be  kept 
between  Cape  Charles  and  Hampton  Roads  (to  board  any  vessels  going 
out  of  the  bay,  to  see  that  no  improper  persons  are  on  board  or  other 
than  proper  ones  in  possession),  the  Kansas,  Pequot ,  and  Monticello. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commodore  W.  Radford, 

Comdg.  James  Biver  Div.,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  rumored 
evacuation  of  Weldon,  N.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 

Bist.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  April  13,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  information  from 
many  different  sources,  which  seems  too  strongly  corroborated  to  be 
false,  that  the  rebels  have  evacuated  Weldon,  burning  the  bridge, 
destroying  the  ram  at  Edwards  Ferry,  and  throwing  the  guns  at  Bain- 


bow  Bluff'  into  the  river. 

Except  for  torpedoes  the  river  is  therefore  clear  for  navigation.  The 
floating  battery,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  144,  has  got  adrift  from 
Halifax  and  been  blown  up  by  one  of  their  own  torpedoes.  She  now 
lies  between  here  and  Jamesville. 

Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 


Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Gordon,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  prohibition  of  oystering. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 

General  :  1  have  just  received  your  communication,  on  the  eve  of 
departure,  and  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  of  my  letter.  I  have 
directed  all  officers  on  the  different  boats  to  allow  no  oystering,  unless 
the  persons  wishing  to  oyster  or  fish  bring  a  permit  from  you  or  some 
provost  marshal.  This  rule  was  established  to  prevent  improper  per¬ 
sons  from  moving  about  the  river  and  communicating  with  the  enemy. 
All  passes  of  whatever  kind  emanating  from  you  will  be  recognized  at 
once  by  the  officers  commanding  the  different  vessels,  and  any  of  them 
will  gladly  give  you  any  information  that  may  enable  you  to  regulate 
these  fishing  matters. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  George  H.  Gordon,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Pastern  District  Virginia. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April 

15,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

10 

Paddle . 

10 

. do . 

3 

4 

. do . 

3 

Hulk . 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Turkey  Bend. 

Beaufort,  N  C. 

Tin 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  R.  Lang- 
thorne. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wood¬ 
ward. 

Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asserson  . . 

Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Watkins. 

Sounds,  North 
lina. 

Caro- 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  15,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Alpha . 

Beile . 

2 

. do  . 

Berberry . 

4 

Bignouia  . 

3 

Bat . 

o 

10 

Commodore  Hull  .... 

6 

. do . 

o 

Commodore  Morris  . 

7 

Paddle . 

6 

Commodore  Perry  ... 

5 

Paddle . 

Charles  Phelps  (coal 

hulk). 

1 

3 

1 

. do  .. 

4 

3 

8 

4 

Paddle. . . 

10 

8 

1 

5 

7 

1 

5 

7 

3 

10 

8 

3 

2 

2 

10 

4 

5 

. do . 

8 

10 

10 

10 

6 

6 

Miami  . 

8 

. do . 

10 

Mount  Washington. . 

1 

. do . 

12 

Paddle . 

2 

10 

Paddle . 

4 

8 

Pawtuxet . 

10 

Paddle . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  Ensign  John  Blake . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  1).  Trott _ 

Lieut.  Cora.  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore . . 
Acting  Master  H.  H,  Foster _ 

Acting  Master  H.  Bingham . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster _ 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden. . . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 


James  River. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Carrying  dispatches. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Towing  rebel  ram  Al¬ 
bemarle. 

Ordered  to  Chickahom- 
iny. 

Ordered  to  cruise  Ches¬ 
apeake  Bay. 

Guardship  below  Rich¬ 
mond. 

Clearing  obstructions, 
James  River. 

Craney  Island. 


Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Griffin. 

Act.  Vol.  Lient.  S.  P.  Crafts . 

Acting  Master  C.  A.  Crooker  . . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith . 

Acting  Master  II.  W.  Wells . 

Mate  W.  F.  Gragg . 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser . 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  Paulding . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton.. 

Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell _ 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost . 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B.  Washburn  . 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  0.  Selfridge . 

Lieut.  J.  [P.]  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . . 

Mate  S.  Eldridge . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton _ 

Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watmough  . .. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene . 

Mate  G.  W.  Lane . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Commander  W.  Ronckendorff. . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  II.  H.  Gorringe  . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont _ 

Commander  li.  T.  Renshaw . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Com.  G  W.  Young . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  .. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie _ 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall. .. 

Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache . 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  E.  Belknap . 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 

Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake . 


Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine 
Commander  J  H.  Spotts 


Towing  coal. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Ordered  to  Potomac 
Flotilla. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Deep  Bottom,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Janies  River. 

Smithville,  N.  C. 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Ordered  to  South  At¬ 
lantic  Squadron. 

Nansemond  River. 

Norfolk,  Va.  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Pagan  Creek,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Janies  River. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

Richmond,  Va. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Little  River,  North 
Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

City  PoiDt,,  Va, 

Drewry  s  Bluff,  James 
River. 

Supply  vessel,  .Tames 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina 

City  Point. 

Ordered  to  Washing¬ 
ton. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

James  River. 
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V 

Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  15,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer.  Present  duty  or  station. 


Pontoosuc . 

Poppy  . 

Picket  Launch  No.  4. 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 


10 

2 

1 

1 


Paddle 
Screw  . 
_ do  , 

- do  . 


Commander  W.  G.  Temple 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke  . 


Acting  Ensign  [J.n.]  Chapman. 


Picket  Launch  No.  6. 


1  . do 


Acting  Ensign  C.  S.  Will  cox _ 


Renshaw . 

Release . 

Republic . 

Seneca . 

Santiago  de  Cuba 
Samuel  Rotan . 


3 

1 

5 

11 

5 


Schoonor 
Sailing  . . 
Screw  . . . 

_ do  ... 

Paddle. . . 
Schooner. 


Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owen . 

Capt.  0.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Eusign  J.  W .  Willard  . . 


Shamrock . 

Shokokon . 

SpuytenDuyvil 

Saffron  . 

Sassacus . . 

Saugus  . 


11 

6 


12 

2 


Paddle . 

_ do . 

Torpedo  boat . 

- do . 

Paddle . 

Screw . 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josselvn . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon . 

Acting  Ensign  £L  M.  Pishon... 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davis . 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Day . 


Sangamon 
Tacony . . . 


2 

12 


- do 

Paddle 


Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler  . . . 
Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Truxtun 


Tristram  Shandy 


4  . do _ 


Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green _ 


Unadilla 

Unit.... 


6  Screw 
. do 


Lieut.  Com.  F.  M.  Ramsay . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 


Valley  City . 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

Wliitehead . 

Wyandotte . 

William  Badger  ...  . 
Young  America  .... 

Yantic . 

Zouave . 

Governor  Bucking¬ 
ham. 

Victoria . . 

W  atcli . . 


6 

4 

14 

4 

5 


2 

5 
2 

6 


. do . 

Paddle . 

—  .do . 

Screw . 

- do . 

Hulk . 

Screw . 

- do . 

- do . 

- do . 


Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English". . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett  . . 

Acting  Master  E.  W.  White _ 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Mate  L  H.  Gilley . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Commander 
MaoDiarmid. 


3 


do 

do 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop 


Hampton  Roads. 
Ordnance  tug. 

Ordered  to  Potomac 
Flotilla. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Potomac 
Flotilla. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 
Guardship,  New  Inlet. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  (repairing). 
Cruising. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton 
Roads. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Janies  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  Washing¬ 
ton. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

City  Point,  dispatch 
vessel. 

James  River. 

Fleet  engineer’s  tug, 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

At  Norfolk,  Va.,  with¬ 
out  officers  or  crew. 
Do. 

Ordered  to  Potomao 
Flotilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  conditions 
in  and  about  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  affairs  in  this  section  remain 
quiet.  A  few  days  since  about  thirty  rebel  cavalry  appeared  at  a  place 
on  Broad  River,  25  miles  from  this  place;  their  business  seems  to  have 
been  confined  to  the  capture  of  horses. 

1  he  fever  which  has  been  so  fatal  here  is  at  last  rapidly  disappearing 
and  the  sickness  on  the  vessels  decreasing. 

The  removal  of  obstructions  has  progressed  slowly  the  past  week  on 
account  of  high  winds,  and  the  Republic  becoming  disabled  by  striking- 
on  the  logs,  bending  the  shoe  and  loosening  the  rudderpost,  I  have 
had  her  taken  out  on  the  army  ways  and  the  necessary  repairs  executed. 

We  have  succeeded  in  raising  the  hull  of  the  small  steamer  General 
Whiting.  Tbe  hull  is  badly  burned  amidships,  and  the  machinery  has 
never  been  set  up. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River,  Virginia. 
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[Telegram. 1 

Washington,  April  16,  1865. 

Sir:  To  prevent  the  escape  of  the  assassin  who  killed  the  President 
and  attempted  the  life  of  Secretary  of  State,  search  every  vessel  that 
arrives  down  the  bay.  Permit  no  vessel  to  go  to  sea  without  such 
search,  and  arrest  and  send  to  Washington  any  suspicious  persons. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter,  or  Senior  Officer,  at  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endorsement.] 

Flagship  Phlox,  April  17, 1865. 

Any  vessel  that  has  been  searched  by  one  of  the  three  steamers 
now  guarding  the  bay  will  not  be  detained  by  the  others. 

By  order  of 

Wi.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  16,  1865. 
On  Monday  fire  a  gun  in  honor  of  the  late  President  each  half  hour 
from  sunrise  to  sunset.  Keep  all  flags  at  half-mast  until  after  the 
funeral.  Officers  will  wear  crape.  General  order*  by  mail. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
and  have  stationed  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  as 
you  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Frost,  TJ.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Fort  Donelson. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  City  Point,  Va.,  April  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Mobile,  and  on 
your  arrival  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  for  duty  in 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford,  Commodore. 

Acting  Master  George  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson. 

■  *  See  Series  I,  volume  5,  page  553. 
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Report  of  Captain  Slaght ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  seizure,  by  the  IT.  S. 

Navy,  of  C.  IS.  vessels. 


Depot  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  19,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  tugboat  Beaufort, 
belonging  to  the  rebel  Government,  was,  at  the  time  of  occupation  of 
this  city  by  our  forces,  on  the  marine  railways,  having  been  hauled  up 
by  the  rebels  for  repairs.  On  assuming  the  duties  of  my  office,  under 
your  orders,  I  took  possession  of  this  steam  tug  but  subsequently  the 
Navy  seized  the  vessel,  launched  her,  and  have  her  now  in  their  hands 
alongside  the  gunboat  Maumee. 

In  my  opinion  the  Navy  had  no  right  to  this  vessel  whatever,  but  that 
she  is  clearly  the  property  of  the  Army  and  should  be  turned  in  to  the 
Quartermaster’s  Department,  her  services  being  at  this  time  very  much 
needed. 

I  would  also  report  that  the  steam  tug  Seaboard  (after  having  been 
taken  charge  of  by  an  army  officer  at  Tree  Hill  Bridge  and  ordered  up 
to  this  city  some  thirty  hours  after  its  surrender)  was  stopped  while  on 
its  route  here  in  the  river  by  one  of  our  gunboats  and  taken  possession 
of,  a  prize  crew  being  placed  on  board.  On  their  endeavoring  to  take 
her  to  Norfolk  they  ran  her  aground  near  the  obstructions,  where 
she  now  lies  sunk.  I  regard  this  boat  as  a  proper  prize  to  the  Army, 
by  right  of  capture,  and  she  can  be  raised  with  little  expense.  .  She  is 
very  valuable  as  a  towboat  and  greatly  needed  here  for  service. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  G.  Slaght, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Colonel  J.  I>.  Howard. 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  James. 


[First,  endorsement.] 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Army  of  the  James,  Richmond,  April  20,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  and  the  attention  of  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Navy  have,  without  authority  or 
light,  seized  and  taken  possession  ot  vessels  which  properly  belong  to 
the  quartermaster’s  departmeut  ot  this  army. 

1  would  respectfully  request  that  such  action  be  taken  as  will  enable 
the  Quartermaster’s  Department  to  regain  possession  of  these  boats,  in 
which  case  means  will  be  taken  to  raise  the  sunken  boat. 

John  B.  Howard, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  James. 


[Second  endorsement.] 

nDQRs.  Department  of  Virginia,  April  22,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Commodore  Radford  for  such  report  or 
remarks  as  lie  may  have  to  make  in  the  matter.  As  this  place  was 
taken  possession  of  entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  Army  and  mv 
orders  m  regard  to  public  property  are  peremptory,  I  most  respectfully 
ask  if  this  report  is  correct.  ^  J 

E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Explanatory  report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy  regard¬ 
ing  the  seizure  of  the  late  G.  S.  8.  Beaufort. 


U.  S.  S.  Maumee, 
Richmond,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  James  0.  Slaglit,  captain  and  assistant 
cjnai  termaster,  referred  to  yon  by  Major-General  Ord,  I  have  respect- 
lully  to  state  that  I  took  possession  of  the  Confederate  naval  steamer 
Beaufort  by  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and  under  an  order  of  Major- 
General  Weitzel,  at  that  time  commanding  Richmond. 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  Slaght  was  fully  informed  of 
the  facts  and  the  order  of  General  Weitzel  was  by  me  exhibited  to  him 
personally  at  the  time.  The  machinery  of  the  Beaufort  has  been  over¬ 
hauled  by  the  engineers  of  the  Maumee,  and  the  vessel  and  ways  were 
put  in  order  under  my  directions.  The  Beaufort  was  launched  and  is 
now  in  my  keeping  alongside  of  the  vessel,  as  stated.  As  to  the  other 
matters  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster 
Slaght,  above  referred  to,  I  know  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  Maumee. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commamding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  Breese,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  Con 
federate  tug  in  the  James  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Phlox, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
being  in  advance  of  the  fleet  ascending  James  River,  on  board  the 
Lilac,  I  discovered  a  tug  ahead,  near  the  upper  bridge  below  Richmond, 
and  on  boarding  her  found  that  she  was  in  possession  of  a  crew  from 
the  Engineer  Corps,  rebel  Army.  1  therefore  took  possession  of  her. 
I  was  careful  to  ask  if  any  army  officers  or  soldiers  had  been  on  board, 
or  given  any  orders  in  reference  to  her,  and  was  told  there  had  been 
none  on  board,  and  no  orders  received  from  anyone. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 


Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  pro  tern. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  20, 1865. 
Order  Roanohe  to  New  York  to  anchor  off  battery.  Captain  Kilty 
will  apply  to  commanding  officer  of  station  for  suitable  convoy. 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  20,  1865. 
Order  Alabama  to  convoy  Roanoke  to  New  York,  after  which  she  will 
proceed  to  obey  her  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  to 
Potomac  Flotilla  of  picket  launches  Nos.  4  and  6. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  picket  launches  Nos.  4  and  6 
have  been  ordered  to  report  to  Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  com¬ 
manding  Potomac  River  Flotilla,  for  duty,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
received  from  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radeord, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  Departments 
orders  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  communications  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  D.I).  Porter,  order¬ 
ing  several  vessels  of  this  squadron  to  other  squadrons,  etc.  The 
Kineo  had  entered  the  bay  and  was  on  her  way  to  Baltimore  before  the 
order  directing  her  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  was  received.  The  Ala¬ 
bama  is  now  lying  at  this  yard  undergoing  repairs  before  proceeding  to 
her  destination,  as  is  also  the  Fahkee,  Bignonia,  and  Clematis.  The 
Fort  Donelson  and  Emma  are  at  present  stationed  in  the  Cape  Fear 
River.  Orders  will  be  forwarded  there  without  delay.  The  Lockwood 
is  now  lying  completely  broken  down  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal.  I  will  have  her  towed  up  to  this  yard  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  if  practicable  to  have  her  sold  to  an  advantage,  it  shall  be 
done. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Febiger ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  presence  of  two 
steamers  loaded  with  cotton  and  staves  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir:  The  coal  schooner  C.  Moore,  with  170-odd  tons  of  coal,  arrived 
here  last  night.  As  another  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  this 
evening,  I  shall  discharge  the  Moore  here  and  order  the  Belle  to-morrow 
to  take  the  other  up  to  you. 

I  received  information  some  days  since  that  two  steamers  were  up 
the  river,  some  distance  below  Halifax,  loaded  with  cotton  and  staves, 
and  that  it  was  the  intention  to  attempt  to  run  them  through  Middle 
River  or  the  Cashie,  and  if  possible  get  to  the  sea.  I  have  picketed 
both  places  since  receiving  the  report.  Yesterday  I  was  informed  that 
they  had  gone  farther  up  the  river  and  had  planted  fresh  torpedoes 
below  them. 

Both  ot  these  vessels  are  said  to  belong  to  the  rebel  Government,  and 
that  they  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed  at  the  time  the  ram  was  burned, 
but  that  they  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  persons  now  on  board 
with  the  intention  of  getting  the  cotton  out  if  possible. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Colonel  Frankie  in  regard  to  some  cotton  and 
horses  he  is  desirous  of  getting  possession  of.  As  I  have  no  scow,  I 
can  not  assist  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock,  Winton,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1865. 

Continue  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  over  all  vessels  departing 
from  the  limits  of  your  command.  Booth  is  endeavoring  to  escape  by 
water.  Send  a  gunboat  or  some  tugs  to  examine  the  shores  and  islands 
of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  and  all  vessels  in  that  direction,  and 
arrest  and  seize  all  suspicious  parties.  If  you  have  any  tugs  to  spare, 
send  them  into  the  Potomac. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  23,  1865. 

I  have  ordered  the  Pontoosuc  and  Osceola  to  eastern  shore  to  carry 
out  your  instructions.  There  are  three  vessels  in  addition  between 
Old  Point  and  Cape  Charles. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy]. 
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Order  of  Commander  Temple ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant.  Weidman,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  to  proceed  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia ,  in  search  of  the  Pres¬ 
ident’s  assassin. 


U.  S.  S.  PONTOOSUC, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  April  24 ,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Pocomoke  Sound,  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia,  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  and  institute  as  thorough 
a  search  as  is  practicable,  using  your  boats  when  necessary,  throughout 
all  the  shoals  and  islands  and  on  board  all  vessels  between  that  place 
and  Chincoteague  Inlet,  lor  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  escape  of 
Booth  by  water  in  that  direction.  You  will  arrest  and  seize  all  suspi¬ 
cious  parties.  From  Chincoteague,  you  will  return  over  the  same 
ground,  using  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  in  the  meantime  you  will 
receive  further  orders,  or,  if  not,  you  will  return  to  this  place  for  them. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 

Commander . 


Lieutenant  John  Weidman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

In  Command  of  Steamer  Osceola. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  24,  1865. 
Forward  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  including  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  etc.,  with 
their  present  positions. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla ,  James  River ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  raising  of  Con¬ 
federate  vessels  in  the  James  River. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Richmond,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  communications  regarding  the  raising  of  sunken  vessels 
in  the  James  River  have  been  received. 


The  rebel  steamers  Shrapnel ,  Nansemond,  and  Patrick  Henry  lie  near 
Richmond,  having  been  burned  by  the  enemy. 

They  are  scarcely  worth  raising.  The  iron  hull  and  machinery  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Torpedo,  lying  near  Richmond,  will  be  raised  and  sent  to 
Norfolk  by  the  Maumee. 

The  ironclad  Richmond  lies  sunk  abreast  of  Chapin’s  [Chaffin’s]  Bluff. 
She  has  been  scuttled  and  blown  up,  and  probably  can  be  easily  raised. 

There  are  several  schooners  at  various  points  to  which  the  same 
remark  can  be  applied. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


John  Lentiiall, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  ordered  to 

navy  yards. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Richmond,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have,  in 
accordance  with  the  order  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  ordered  the  U.  S.  steamers  JEutaw,  Osceola,  Mendota,  and 
Mackinaw  to  the  respective  navy  yards  as  directed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

YVm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  25,  1865. 
Send  a  gunboat  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  for  one  week  to  exam¬ 
ine  and  arrest  all  suspicious  characters  and  vessels. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders 

issued  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Shokokon. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  W inton ,  N.  C.,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  up  in  the  Shokokon  the  troops  (50  men)  with  instructions 
to  land  at  the  bluff  which  you  mentioned.  As  you  said  nothing  about 
how  long  they  were  to  stay,  they  have  only  one  day’s  rations.  If  more 
are  required,  1  presume  they  can  be  sent  for.  Captain  [George  W.J 
Barrett  will  explain  the  reason  of  the  long  delay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April 

26,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

10 

i 

4 

3 

Class. 

. do . 

Schooner  . 

Hulk . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  st  ation 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind . 

Act.  Voi.  Lieut.  T.  J. Woodward. 

Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asserson.. 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . 

Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R 
Watkins. 


Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Turkey  Bend,  James 
River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  26,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns 

Class. 

Alpha  . 

Belle . 

2 

Berberry . 

4 

2 

3 

Chicopee . 

10 

Commodore  Hull  . . . . 

6 

. do . 

Ceres  . 

2 

Commodore  Morris  . . 

*7 

Paddle . 

Chippewa . 

6 

Commodore  Perry... 

5 

Paddle . 

Clinton . 

Charles  Phelps . 

Cohasset . 

1 

Clematis . 

3 

Dawn . 

3 

Daylight . 

8 

Delta . 

Eolus . 

4 

Eutaw . 

10 

Emma . 

8 

Epsilon . 

Fort  Donelson . 

1 

Gettysburg . 

,  7 

Granite... T . 

Glance . 

1 

Gamma . 

Galena . 

8 

Huron  . 

5 

Hunchback . 

7 

Henrv  Brinker . 

3 

1  loyt . 

Henry  Janes . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

10 

Lockwood . 

3 

Lilac . 

2 

Lehigh . 

2 

. do . 

Lenapee . 

10 

Paddle 

Monadnock . 

4 

Monticello . 

6 

. do . 

Maumee . 

8 

Mackinaw . 

10 

Massasoit . 

10 

Mattahesett . 

10 

Montgomery . 

6 

Maratanza . 

8 

Miami . 

8 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green _ 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Eowntree 

Lieut.  Coin.  .J.  S.  Barnes . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  1).  Trott . 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold. . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore. 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Poster _ 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham. 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Poster _ 1 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden. . . 


names  ruver. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Beaufort. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Norfolk  (repairing) 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  towing  rebel 
ram  Albemarle  to 
the  canal. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Chickahominy  River. 

Cruising,  mouth  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay. 

Guardship  below  Rich¬ 
mond. 

Ordered  to  tow  rebel 
ram  through  the 
canal. 


Acting  Ensign  W. W.  Ottiwell. . 
Acting  Ensign  Griffin . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  T.  Crafts 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith 
Acting  Master  C.  H.  Wells 

Mate  W.  F.  Gragg . 


Craney  Island;  ordered 
to  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Towing  coal,  Norfolk. 
Ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Deep  Bottom,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 


Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser _ 

Lieutenant  L.  Paulding . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton. . 
Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell _ 


Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B.  Washburn . 
Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Lieut.  J.  [P.]  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  0.  H.  Kerens _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . . 


Do. 

Ordered  north  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  near  White 
Shoals. 

Ordered  to  South  At¬ 
lantic  Squadron. 

Mail  tug  to  City  Point; 
ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Beaufort  (court-mar¬ 
tial). 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Guardship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

City  Point. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Mouth  Nansemond 
River. 

Pagan  Creek,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 


Mate  S.  Eldridge . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton _ 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene . 

Mate  G.  W.  Lane . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Commander  W.  Ronckendorff  . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Act. Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  W.  V oung. _ _ 

Act.  V ol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves . . . 


Ordnance  vessel. 

Towing  rebel  ram  Al¬ 
bemarle. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. ;  or¬ 
dered  to  be  sold. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River.  Towing, 
but  unfit  to  go  f  o  sea. 

Windmill  Point,  James 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Cruising  mouth  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay. 

Richmond. 

Ordered  to  Portsmouth, 
N.H. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Cruising  off  Little 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Guard  ship,  City  Point, 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  26,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Mendota . 

10 

Mount  Washington. . 

1 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie _ 

Malvern . 

12 

Onondaga  . 

4 

Phlox . 

Paddle . 

Pequot . 

8 

Pawtuxet . 

10 

Paddle . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Pontoosuc . 

10 

Commander  W-.  G.  Temple . 

Poppy . 

2 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 

'i 

. do . 

Acting  Ensign  [  J.  H.l  Chapman. 

Kensliaw . 

Release . 

3 

Republic . 

1 

Screw . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennott. . . 

Seneca . 

5 

Santiago  de  Cuba _ 

it 

Paddle . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

5 

Schooner  . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Willard... 

Shamrock . 

11 

Shokokon . 

0 

Spuyten  Duyvil . 

Torpedo  boat . 

Acting  Ensign  ,T.  Brennon . 

Sahron  . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon _ 

Sassacus . 

12 

Paddle . 

Sangamon . 

2 

Tacony . 

12 

. 

Tristram  Shandy  .... 

4 

. do . 

Unit . 

Screw . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 

V alley  City . 

6 

. do . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Wilderness . 

4 

Wyalusing . 

14 

. do . 

4 

Wyandotte . 

5 

Screw . 

Acting  Master  E.  WT.  White _ 

Hulk . 

Young  America . 

2 

Screw . 

5 

2 

Governor  Bucking- 

6 

. do . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  Com.  MacDiar- 

ham. 

mid. 

3 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Drewry'sBluff  ordered 
to  Philadelphia;  one 
week  in  Delaware 
River. 

Supply  vessel,  Janies 
River. 

City  Point. 

Trent's  Reach,  James 
River. 

Flagship,  Commodore 
Radford. 

Cruising,  mouth  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay. 

James  River,  above 
Drewry’s  Bluff. 

Cruising,  eastern  shore 
of  Virginia. 

Ordnaucetug,  Norfolk. 

Sounds. 

Do. 

Guard  ship,  New  In¬ 
let. 

Cape  Fear  River;  or¬ 
dered  to  Mariguana 
Pass. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Cruising. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton 
Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Clearing  obstructions, 
James  River. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

Hampton  Roads, Clare¬ 
mont,  James  River. 

New  Berne,  Sounds, 
North  Carolina. 

Off  capes,  Virginia,  dis¬ 
patch  vessel,  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads. 

Fleet  engineer’s  tug,. 
Norfolk. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Guard  ship,  1  mile 
above  Norfolk, Eliza¬ 
beth  River. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  (repairing;. 

Capo  Fear  River. 

James  River,  without 
officers  and  crew. 

Norfolk. 

Do. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington ,  R.  C.,  April  26,  1865. 

Your  telegram*  of  yesterday  is  this  instant  received.  The  dis¬ 
patches*  for  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Gillmore  will  be  immedi¬ 
ately  forwarded  by  gunboat. 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Senior  Officer,  Cape  Fear  River. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

TJ.  S.  Army,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


*  See  Official  Records  of  Union  and  Con  federate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
Series  I,  Volume  XLVII,  Part  III,  page  310. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  station  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy  as  a  look¬ 
out  for  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe ,  Va .,  April  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  instruct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Tristram  Shandy 
to  lie  off  Cape  Henry  until  further  orders. 

Inform  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Green  that  the  object' of  giving 
him  this  order  is  to  have  a  vessel  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  to 
give  information  concerning  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall.  She  may  possibly 
attempt  to  enter  this  port. 

Should  such  au  attempt  be  made,  she  will  make  every  exertion  to 
inform  the  senior  officer  in  the  roads  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  If 
at  night,  rockets  should  be  thrown  up  and  one  or  more  guns  fired,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  Wm,  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pequot. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  27,  1865. 
Booth  haviug  been  killed  and  his  body  brought  up  to  Washington, 
special  orders  about  searching  and  detaining  vessels  are  revoked. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commandant  pro  tern,  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Captain  Kilty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  of 

arrival  in  New  York. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Roanoke, 

New  York,  April  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Roanoke  at  this 
port,  in  company  with  the  Alabama,  after  a  passage  of  thirty-six  hours 
from  Cape  Henry  to  Sandy  Hook. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  Norfolk  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Albemarle. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  April  27, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Albemarle, 
late  rebel  ram,  arrived  at  this  yard  to-day  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ceres. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S  Navy, 
detaching  lnm  from  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  28 ,  1865. 

*  Y°u  ^re  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  North 
orders0  B  ockadmg  S<ltiadron’  an<1  you  will  regard  yourself  as  waiting 

Keep  the  Department  advised  of  your  address. 

Very  respectfully, 

d  »  j  G.  Welles. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Georgetown ,  D.  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Radford ,  77.  S.  Navy 
to  guard  against  surprise  from  the  approach  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall, 


Navy  Department,  April  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Teneriffe 
to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  that  place,  where  she 
obtained  a  supply  of  coal,  April  1,  at  6  p.  m.,  and  steamed  rapidly 
away  to  the  south.  Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  point  on 
our  coast,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  guard  against  sur¬ 
prise  and  prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should  she  make  her 
appearance  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  and  the  best 
means  in  your  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

Very  respectfully, 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  pro  tern., 

Old  Point,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
77.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron, 

Navy  Department,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  command  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  will  hoist  your  flag  as  acting  rear-admiral,  commanding 
that  squadron. 

V  ery  respectfully, 

G.  Welles. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va, 


Order  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Braine,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Green,  77.  S.  Navy,  commanding  77.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy , 
to  assume  a  station  as  lookout  against  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall, 


IT.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Chesapeake  Bay ,  April  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  Until  further  orders  you  will  lay  off  Cape  Henry,  Virginia.  The 
object  in  giving  you  this  order  is  to  have  a  fast  vessel  stationed  at  the 
N  w  R — vol  12 - 9 
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moutlx  of  the  bay  for  observation,  and  to  give  immediate  information 
concerning  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall ,  as  she  may  possibly  attempt  to 
enter  this  port, 

Should  such  an  attempt  be  made,  you  will  make  every  exertion  to 
inform  the  senior  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  shortest  possible 
time;  if  at  night,  rockets  should  be  thrown  up  and  Coston  signals 
burned,  indicating  an  enemy,  and  one  or  two  guns  tired  so  as  to  attract 
attention. 

Be  certain  your  Coston  signals  are  correct  for  the  last  changes. 

I  will  inform  the  senior  officer  of  the  signals  day  and  night  you  will 
make,  should  you  have  cause  to  indicate  the  rebel  ram  is  entering  the 
bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Francis  M.  Green, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  April  28 , 1865. 

Proceed  with  the  Malvern  to  Washington  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral 
D.  D.  Porter. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Fleet-Captain  K.  R.  Breese, 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Men- 
dota,  of  arrival  for  duty  at  the  mouth  of  Delaware  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

Mouth  of  Delate  are  Bay,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Commodore  William  Radford,  com¬ 
manding  James  River  Flotilla  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed 
marked  “A”),  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Fortress  Monroe  at 
7  a.  m.  yesterday  and  arrived  here  at  10  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Richols, 
Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Ask  whether  she  requires  auy  repairs;  if  so,  make  them  at  once. 

[Enclosure.] 

A. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Richmond,  Va.,  April  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  where 
you  will  remain  one  week  after  your  arrival,  examining  and  arresting 
all  suspicious  characters  and  vessels. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  131 

T  JTponthe  completion  of  this  duty,  you  will  proceed  up  the  river  to 
.Philadelphia,  reporting  upon  your  arrival  to  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  * 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Mendota. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
Z .  S.  Navy ,  to  make  a  selection  of  vessels  to  he  retained  under  his 
command. 


Navy  Department,  April  29, 1865. 

Sir:  There  is  nothing  to  interfere  now  with  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  which  must  be  done  as 
early  as  practicable.  The  Department  will  allow  thirty  vessels  for 
service  in  the  squadron  and  gives  you  the  privilege  of  selecting  that 
number  from  those  now  in  the  squadron,  relying  on  your  judgment 
to  choose  such  as  are  best  adapted  to  the  service  and  can  be  employed 
with  the  greatest  advantage.  Make  the  selection  as  soon  as  you  can 
and  furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  of  them,  so  that  instructions 
may  be  immediately  given  as  to  the  disposition  of  those  remaining. 

Be  economical  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  squadron,  especially 
in  the  use  of  fuel,  keeping  the  vessels  under  steam  only  when  absolutely 
important  or  necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  29,  1865. 
You  need  not  send  off  any  of  the  tugs  ordered  to  the  southern 
squadrons.  So  advise  Captain  Berrien. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknoir  lodging  order  of 

detachment. 

Washington  City,  May  l,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  detachment 
from  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Lear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Radford ,  transferring  his  command. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  G.,  May  1 , 1865. 
Admiral:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I 
hei'eby  turn  over  to  you  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  limits  of  the  command  are  comprised  between  the  mouth  of  the 
York  River,  Virginia,  and  Little  River,  North  Carolina,  including  the 
sounds  and  rivers  within. 

I  return  various  papers  submitted  to  me  for  your  action,  as  they 
refer  to  the  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  City  Point ,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  certain 
vessels  that  can  he  dispensed  with. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  May  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Department’s 
communication  of  the  29th  ultimo,  containing  instructions  with  regard  to 
this  squadron.  1  have  written  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  (com¬ 
manding  district  of  the  sounds)  for  the  desired  information  concerning 
the  vessels  of  his  division,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  will  report  to 
the  Department  the  names  of  those  vessels  whose  services  can  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with  in  the  sounds. 

The  services  of  the  following  vessels  can  be  dispensed  with  at  once: 
Bat,  Commodore  Morris,  Daylight,  Bignonia,  Wyandotte,  Miami,  and 
Samuel  Rotan.  The  Onondaga  (monitor)  requires  very  extensive  repairs, 
one  of  her  propellers  being  broken.  These  repairs  might  be  made  at 
Norfolk  navy  yard,  should  the  Department  be  pleased  to  deem  it  advis¬ 
able.  The  names  of  other  vessels  will  be  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  until  the  number  of  vessels  within  my  command  is  reduced  to  the 
required  number. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May 

1,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Phlox ,  May  1, 1865. 


Name. 

Guns 

Class. 

Agawam . 

10 

Atlanta . 

3 

Anemone . 

4 

....  do 

Arietta . 

3 

Albemarle . 

Hulk,  sailing. . 

Alpha . 

Belle . 

2 

Berberry . 

4 

Bat _ ". . 

2 

Chicopee . 

10 

Commodore  Hull  .... 

6. 

. do . 

Ceres . 

2 

Commodore  Morris  . . 

7 

Side  wheel. . . . 

Chippewa . 

6 

Commodore  Perry  . . 

5 

Paddle . . . 

Clinton . 

Chas.  Phelps . 

Hulk 

Cohasset . 

1 

Dawn . 

3 

Daylight . 

8 

Delta . 

Eolus . . 

4 

Paddle . 

Epsilon . 

Gettysburg . 

7 

Granite . 

Glance . 

1 

Gamma . 

Galena . 

Huron . 

5 

_ do  .  . 

Hunchback . 

7 

Henry  Brinker . 

3 

Hoyt . 

Henry  Janes . 

Harcourt  . 

10 

Lockwood . 

3 

Lilac . 

2 

Lehigh . 

2 

Lenapee  . 

10 

Monadnock . 

*  4 

Monticello . . 

6 

. do . 

Maumee . 

8 

Massasoit . 

10 

Mattabesett . 

10 

Montgomery . 

6 

Maratanza . 

6 

8 

Mount  Washington . . 

1 

Martin . 

12 

Onondaga . 

4 

Peqnot . 

8 

10 

10 

2 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 

i 

- do . 

Renshaw . 

| 

Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind. 


Act.Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J. Woodward. 

Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asserson.. 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . 

Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree. 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore. 

Acting  Master  H.  JL  Poster. . . 
Acting  Master  H.  Bingham  ... 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter . 

Act.  V ol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Poster  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden. 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell _ 

Acting  Ensign  G.  B.  Griffin _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith _ 


Acting  Master  H.  W.  Wells _ 

A.  Master’s  Mate  W.  P.  Gragg. . 

Acting  Master  H.  Keyser . 

Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  [B.]  Wash¬ 
burn. 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis _ 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  ().  Selfridge . 

Lieut.  J.  [P.]  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign' J.  H.  Kerens _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly  . 


Mate  S.  Eldridge  . . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton _ 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene  ... 

Mate  G.  W.  Lane . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semmes . . 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Commander  W.  Ronckendorff . . 
Act.Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. . 


Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker . 

Commander  R.  T.  Eenshaw  . 
Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . . . 
Act.Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn. . 


Lieut.  Com.  G.  W.  Young . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . 
Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie. . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall. 
Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache . 


Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake  . 


Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine  . 


Presentduty  or  station. 


Sounds  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Newport 
News. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds. 

James  River. 

Sounds. 

Beaufort. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  yard  (repairing). 
Sounds  (ordered 
north). 

Sounds. 

Chickaliominy. 
Hampton  Roads. 
James  River. 

Navy  yard. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Navy  yard. 

Guard  ship,  Beaufort, 
N.  C. 

Deep  Bottom,  James. 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Navy  yard  (repairing) 
(Hatteras  Inlet). 
Guard  ship,  sounds. 
James  River. 

Sounds. 

J ames  River. 

Navy  yard  (repairing). 
Sounds. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sounds  (ordnance  ves¬ 
sel). 

Navy  yard. 

Sound's,  ordered  north 
to  be  sold. 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
broken  down. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Near  Willoughby’s 
Spit  light-ship. 
Richmond. 

Sounds. 

Do. 

Cruising  off  Little 
River,  NorthCarolina. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Guard  ship,  City  Point. 
James  River  (supply 
vessel) . 

Sounds. 

Washington  (flag¬ 
ship). 

James  River. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Radford’s  flagship. 
Navy  yard,  temporary 
repairs. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Ordnance  tug,  Norfolk. 
Sounds. 

Do. 


134  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

V 

List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  1, 1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

3 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Guard  ship,  New  Inlet. 

1 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . . 

Cape  Fear  River. 

5 

Lieut."Com.  K.  Owen . 

Navy  yard  (ordered  to 

Mariguana  Pass). 

H 

Paddle 

Cruising. 

5 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Willard. . . 

Guard  sTiip  (Hampton 

Roads). 

11 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb - 

Sounds. 

6 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josselyn . 

Do. 

Acting  Ensign  .1.  Brennon . 

Hampton  Roads. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon _ 

James  River. 

12 

Lieut.  Com.  j.  L.  Davis . 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

2 

Lieut.  Com.  It.  Chandler . 

Hampton  Hoads. 

12* 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Trust un . 

New~Berne,  N.  C. 

Tristram  Shandy  .... 

4 

. do. . 

Act.  Vo).  Lieut.  F.  H.  Green . 

Off  Cape  Henry. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  I’.  Hathaway. 

Norfolk, 

6 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Sounds. 

4 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Do. 

14 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English . 

Do. 

4 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett  . . . 

Do. 

5 

Acting  Master  E.  W.  White  .» . . 

Elizabeth  River. 

2 

Mate  J.  H.  Gilley . 

Navy  yard  (repairing). 

Hulk . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Beaufort. 

5 

Cape  Fear  River. 

2 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

James  River. 

3 

Acting  Ensign  H.  D.  Trott . 

N avy  yard  (repairing) . 

Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford , 

TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  2 , 1865. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  2  lias  been  received.  For  the  present  keep  the  Bat  at 
Hampton  Eoads  ready  for  sea.  Send  the  Daylight ,  Bignonia ,  Wyan¬ 
dotte, ,  and  Samuel  Rotan  to  New  York  to  be  sold,  and  the  Miami  to 
Philadelphia.  Keep  the  ironclads  in  the  roads  with  proper  vessels  to 
tow  them  until  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Stonewall  is  disposed  of. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fortress  Monroe. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Hampton  Roads ,  May  2 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sassacus  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the  upper  part  of  the  bay, 
where  she  had  been  cruising  in  obedience  to  orders. 

Lieutenant  Commander  John  Lee  Davis,  commanding  the  Sassacus , 
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reports  to  me  that  she  requires  very  extensive  repairs.  I  would  there¬ 
fore  respectfully  recommend  that  she  be  detached  from  this  squadron. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Radford, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Renshaw ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

Off  New  Berne ,  N.  C.,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  Henry  Brinker  was  about  to  start  for  Plymouth  when  the 
Bolus  arrived  from  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  thought  it  better  that  the  Bolus 
should  obey  her  orders. 

It  appears  that  the  presence  of  a  naval  vessel  near  Little  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  0.,  is  really  necessary.  The  Brinker  will  return  to  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  from  Acting  Ensign  Kerens, 
the  substance  of  which  I  have  made  known  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer, 
commanding  the  district. 

The  letter  to  you  from  the  judge-advocate  of  the  court-martial  now 
sitting  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  and  forwarded  to  me,  has  been  fully  com¬ 
plied  with.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wetmore  will  return  it  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Hist,  of  the  Sounds,  TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C.: 

On  my  arrival  there  I  found  great  animosity  existing  between  the 
loyal  inhabitants  and  those  who  had  evacuated  previous  to  the  capture 
of  the  place  by  our  forces  in  1862,  but  who  have  since  returned,  open¬ 
ing  stores  and  trading  under  the  guise  of  loyalty.  I  closed  their  stores 
and  found  great  quantities  of  cotton  stowed  away,  belonging  to  unloyal 
people.  Thomas  Myers,  a  strong  secessionist,  who  assisted  in  carrying- 
off  Hatteras  light,  returned  during  my  stay  there  with  cotton  and  fur¬ 
niture.  As  it  was  landed  without  my  permission,  I  immediately  seized 
the  cotton. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  H.  Kerens, 
Bnsign ,  Commanding. 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of 

the  prize  steamer  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina ,  Plymouth ,  May  4 ,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  I  have 
ordered  a  prize  master  and  crew  to  the  steamer  Philadelphia ,  and  shall 
send  her  to  Washington,  D.  0.,  to  report  to  the  United  States  district 
judge. 

I  enclose  duplicate  prize  list  of  the  steamer  Valley  City  (the  captor). 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  5,  1865. 
The  Sassacus  left  last  evening  for  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  by  telegraph  from  the  Department. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  5, 1865. 

Gan  you  procure  any  of  the  torpedoes  made  at  Richmond  in  imitation 
of  pieces  of  coal?  You  may  also  find  documents  or  reports  touching 
rebel  naval  matters,  which  we  would  like,  to  make  up  a  correct  historv 
of  the  times.  We  have  the  proof  that  the  coal  shells  were  made  at 
Richmond. 

G.  V.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck',  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Mil.  Div.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  6,  1865. 

Send  the  Rat  to  Washington. 

Gideon  Welles, 

.  ,.  T-,  ^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Comdg.  Rorth  Atlantic  RlocJcading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pequot,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  duty  in  the  James  River. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Phlox ,  Hampton  Roads,  May  7,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  witli  your  vessel  up  the  James  Eiver  to  the  mouth  of 
Pagan  Creek,  where  you  will  remain  until  further  orders,  exercising 
due  vigilance  in  the  passage  of  vessels  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Wm.  Eadford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pequot. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  force  on  the  coast. 


Navy  Department,  May  9,  1865. 


Sir:  Vour  No.  15  has  been  received.  The  Alabama,  at  New  York, 
has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  and  report  to  you  for 
towing  purposes.  You  can  use  her  in  towing  disabled  vessels,  to  be 
sent  to  the  North,  in  the  process  of  reducing  your  squadron. 

The  disabled  vessels  may  be  sent  to  Philadelphia.  Those  that  can 
take  care  of  themselves  can  go  to  New  York;  the  most  efficient  of  them 
to  Boston. 

The  Department  is  anxious  that  its  instructions  for  reducing  the 
force  on  the  coast  may  be  carried  out  as  early  as  practicable,  and  that 
the  present  large  number  of  vessels  in  the  sounds  may  be  speedily 
reduced  to  the  lowest  necessary  standard. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Eear- Admiral  William  Eadford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disabled  condition  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Onondaga ,  and 
the  expected  arrival  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Columbia  at  Norfolk ,  Ya. 

Navy  Department,  May  9, 1865. 
Sir  :  Your  No.  10,  relative  to  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Onondaga, 
has  been  received.  Tbe  Vanderbilt  has  gone  to  Charleston  to  tow  the 
ironclad  Columbia,  captured  at  that  place,  to  Norfolk.  On  her  deliver¬ 
ing  the  Columbia  at  Norfolk,  direct  her  to  tow  the  Onondaga  to 
New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Eear- Admiral  Wm.  Eadford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Submarine  Engineer  Maillefert ,  regarding  work  performed  in 
clearing  a  passage  in  the  James  River. 

Norfolk,  [Ya.J,  May  10, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
amount  of  work  performed  by  me  in  the  clearing  of  a  channel  200  feet 
wide  from  Trent’s  Reach  to  Richmond,  in  the  James  River: 

At  Trent’s  Reach  I  destroyed  and  removed  5  schooners,  2  of  which 
were  loaded  with  coal;  also  1  bark,  3  barges. 

At  Warwick  Bar,  5  schooners,  2  of  which  were  loaded  with  coal;  also 
2  barges. 

At  Fort  Darling,  9  large  stone  cribwork,  strong  framed;  1  iron-hull 
gunboat;  rebel  rams  Virginia  and  Richmond,  or  what  portions  of  them 
as  were  in  my  way;  also  quite  a  quantity  of  piling. 

Just  below  Richmond,  a  section  of  a  bridge,  its  draw,  and  3  stone 
cribworks. 

At  Richmond,  demolished  and  removed  a  large  portion  of  the  wrecked 
steamer  Patrick  Henry. 

1  have  also  destroyed  12  rebel  torpedoes,  some  of  which  contained 
2,000  pounds  powder. 

In  the  performance  of  this  work  I  prepared  and  tired  100  submarine 
charges  of  120  pounds  each,  using  mostly  rebel  gunpowder  taken  from 
captured  forts.  Began  on  the  4th  of  April  and  concluded  on  the  23th 
same  month.  Nineteen  working  days  only  were  used,  employing  1 
steam  tug  with  its  crew  and  my  own  assistant  as  help. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Maillefert, 

Submarine  Engineer. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  W.  Radford, 

.  Commanding  James  River  Fleet,  etc. 


Jjetter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 

Navy,  'submitting  the  claim  of  ownership  of  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant 

and,  Fisher. 

Headquarters,  Station  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  May  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant 
and  Fisher,  now  at  or  near  Halifax,  N.  C.,  have  this  day  been  surren¬ 
dered  to  me  by  parties  who  claim  to  be  the  owners  thereof,  the  boats 
having  been  taken  from  them  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  owner’s  agent,  this 
day  received. 

In  accordance  with  this  surrender,  I  send  a  party  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  this  evening,  who  wdl  proceed  at  once  to  Hamilton  or  vicinity, 
where  the  boats  are  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  my 
party  and  brought  to  Plymouth  for  settlement  of  claim  of  ownership,  etc. 

My  party  will  endeavor  to  communicate  with  Commander  Thornton, 
on  the  Roanoke,  and  inform  him  of  the  surrender.  Will  you  favor  me 
by  issuing  instructions  that  your  officers  should  permit  the  passage  of 
these  boats  down  the  river? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Frankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery ,  Commanding  Station. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 
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P.  S. — If  you  desire  to  make  any  suggestions  concerning  this  matter, 
please  let  me  have  them  as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall  be  within  cavalry 
communication  of  Plymouth. 


[Enclosure.] 

State  op  North  Carolina, 
County  of  Halifax ,  May  10 ,  1S65. 

Colonel:  Having  been  but  recently  placed  in  possession  of  the 
steamboats’  Cotton  Plant,  Fisher ,  and  two  lighters,  my  private  property, 
which  have  been  used  by  the  Confederate  authorities  contrary  to  my 
desire,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  formal  surrender  of  said 
boats  to  the  United  States  authorities,  subject  to  their  decision,  laws, 
etc.  I  will  have  said  boats  at  Hamilton,  on  Roanoke  River,  subject  to 
your  orders,  on  or  by  next  Saturday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  etc., 

M.  McMahon, 

Per  J.  Clifton  Moses,  • 

Agent. 

Colonel  Jones  Frankle, 

Commandant  Post ,  Plymouth ,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  West ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Frost ,  ZL  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson ,  to  proceed  in 
obedience  to  orders  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  May  11, 1865. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Dawn  will  relieve  you  on  picket  duty.  You  will 
proceed  at  once  to  obey  your  orders  of  the  18th  April  from  Commodore 
Radford.  Should  it  be  necessary,  you  can  touch  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C., 
or  Key  West,  Fla.,  for  supplies  or  repairs.  Your  communications  to 
Commodore  Radford  and  the  tender  of  resignation  of  several  officers 
have  been  received  and  will  be  forwarded  by  to-day’s  mail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  11,  1865. 

Send  any  vessels  you  may  have  ready  for  immediate  service,  not 
exceeding  six,  to  Key  West,  to  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling 
to  assist  in  patrolling  the  coast,  so  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  party 
shall  not  escape. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia. 
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[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  [Va.],  May  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  Telegram  reeeived.  Five  vessels,  including  Muscoota,  will  be 
dispatched  immediately. 

Wm.  Radford, 

•  Acting  Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  12,  1865. 
Advise  the  vessels  going  south  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  has 
arrived  at  Nassau. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  12,  1865. 
Send  only  two  instead  of  six  vessels  to  Key  West.  Retain  the 
Monticello  under  orders  for  special  duty  until  arrival  by  mail  of  special 
instructions  issued  this  day. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Monticello  has  been  reached  by  a  telegram.  Is  here  now. 
Instructions  relative  to  her  not  received. 


Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  13, 1865. 
Instructions  for  Monticello  not  yet  issued.  They  may  be  by  Monday 
Keep  her  prepared  for  sea.  'y ' 

G.  Welles, 

...  .  ,  .  .  _  ^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  II.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders 
issued  to  various  vessels,  and  reduction  of  the  force  in  the  sounds. 

Flagship  Phlox, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  communications  of  the  9th  instant.  Instructions  have  been 
issued  for  the  Onondaga  to  be  in  readiness  to  be  towed  to  New  York  by 
the  Vanderbilt. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Commander  Macomb  to  hasten  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  force  now  employed  in  the  sounds. 

I  have  sent  the  Daylight  to  New  York  in  tow  of  the  Gettysburg ;  the 
latter  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  Boston.  The  Governor  Buckingham  left 
this  morning  with  the  Miami  in  tow  for  Philadelphia. 

The  only  vessel  in  this  division  of  the  squadron  unable  to  take  care 
of  herself  is  the  Wyandotte. 

I  will  send  her  by  the  first  opportunity  that  offers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  commandant,  navy -yard.,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master  North, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Malvern. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  13,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Malvern  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford. 
Respectfully, 


J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant. 


Acting  Master  H.  [ H. J  North, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Malvern. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  15,  1865. 
Have  the  Monadnock  ready  to  sail  by  tomorrow  evening  or  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning;  also  the  Monticello  and  two  other  gunboats  of  the 
Pequot  or  Seneca  class. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia,  May  15, 1865. 
Sir  :  Pequot  and  Chippewa  [are]  the  only  vessels  of  their  class  here. 
Pequofs  engines  broken  down.  Chippewa  and  the  other  vessels  will  be 
i  eady. 

Wm.  Badford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  15,  1865 — 10:30  p.  m. 
Will  the  Quartermaster-General  please  forward  to  commanding  officer 
[Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker]  U.  S.  S.  Maumee ,  Drewry’s 
Bluff,  James  Biver,  Virginia: 

Proceed  with  the  Maumee  immediately  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Wm.  Badford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Quartermaster-General, 

City  Point ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronclcendorff,  IT.  S.  Navy,  naming  vessels  entitled 
to  share  in  prizes  consequent  on  the  capture  of  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Monadnock, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  May  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  forwarding  the  accompanying  prize  lists  of  this  vessel  “  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  Bichmond,  Va.,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  rams  in  James  Biver,  on  or  about  April  2,  1865,”  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  present  the  following  statement  of  the  position  of  this  vessel  at 
that  time: 

At  the  time  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  rebel  ironclads  the  Monadnock 
was  lying  in  Trent’s  Beach,  opposite  Dutch  Gap,  James  Biver.  The 
explosions  were  distinctly  visible  from  this  ship;  and  so  powerful  at 
this  distance  as  to  perceptibly  jar  the  vessel.  I  was  next  to  Admiral 
Porter  in  command  up  James  Biver,  and  at  the  time  in  charge  of  the 
ironclads  in  Trent’s  Beach.  I  was  thus  senior  officer  in  charge  of  the 
torpedo  party,  in  which  two  of  my  boats,  under  Acting  Ensign  W.  B. 
Mix,  of  this  ship,  were  engaged  in  clearing  the  torpedoes  out  of  the 
river  between  Trent’s  Beach  and  Bichmond.  The  officers  on  this  duty 
were  Lieutenant-Commanders  B.  Chandler,  F.  M.  Bamsay;  and  E.  E. 
Potter.  I  followed  the  party  up  to  Bichmond  in  person  in  a  naval  tug. 

In  my  opinion,  the  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  these' 
rams,  etc.,  and  the  other  prizes  consequent  to  the  capture  of  Bichmond 
viz,  Monadnock,  Saugus,  Sangamon,  Atlanta,  Lehigh ,  Onondaga,  Malio- 
pac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  and  Casco. 

Bespectfully,  etc.,  Wm.  Bonckendorff, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  May 

15,  1865. 


Name. 


(rims. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Agawam 


10 


Paddle 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind 


Atlanta... 
Anemone . 
Arietta 
Albemarle 


3  Screw  . 

4  . do  . 

3  Sailing 
..  Hulk.. 


Alpha 
Belle  . 


Screw 

....do 


Act.Yol.  Lient.  T.  .T.  Woodward 
Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asserson  . . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . . 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
G.  R.  Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 


Berberry . 

Chicopee . 

Commodore  Hull 

Ceres . . . 


4 

10 


- do 

Paddle 


Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree. 
Commander  11.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 


6  . do  : . 


Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  II.  S.  Wetmore. 


2  Screw 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster _ 


Commodore  Horri  s . . 

Chippewa . 

Commodore  Perry  . . . 


7 

6 

5 


Side  wheel. ... 

Screw . 

Paddle . 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster 


Clinton 


Screw 


Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden  . . 


Chas.  Phelps 
Cohasset  .... 

Dawn . 


..  Hulk  . 
1  Screw 

3  . do 


Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  Geo.  B.  Griffin. . . 

Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith . 


Delta 

Eolus 


. . do  . 

4  Paddle 


Act.  Master’s  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg. 
Acting  Master  H.  Keyser . 


Epsilon. 

Granite 


Screw 
Sloop  . 


Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell _ 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 


Glance 

Gamma 


1  Screw 
. do 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler 
Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis 


Galena . 

Huron . 

Hunchback . 

Henry  Brinker . 

Hoyt . 

Henry  Janes . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

Lockwood . 

Lilac . 

Lehigb . 

Lenapee . 

Mon  ad  nock . 

Monticello . 

Maumee . 

Massasoit . 

Mattabesett . 

Montgomery . 

Maratanza . 

Mount  Washington . . 

Martin . 

Malvern . 

Onondaga . 

Phlox . 

Pequot  . 

Pawtuxet . 

Pontoosuc . 

Poppy . 

Picket  launch  No.  5.. 

Renshaw . 


5 

7 

3 


•10 

3 

O 

2 

10 

4 
6 
8 

10 

10 

6 

6 

1 


12 

4 


8 

10 

10 

2 

1 


. do . i 

. do . 

Paddle . 

Screw . j 

. do . I 

Schooner  . 

Screw . [ 

Paddle . 

. do . 

Screw . 

. do . 

Paddle - - 

Screw . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Paddle . | 

......  do . 

Screw . 

i 

Paddle . | 

_ do . j 

Screw . 

Paddle . j 

Screw . I 

| 

Paddle . -  ■ 

Screw . | 

Paddle . I 

_ do . I 

Screw . j 

Screw . I 

Schooner  . 


Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells .  .. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Lieut.  J.  P.  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  .T.  n.  Kerens _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly  . 


Mate  S.  Eldridge . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene _ 

Mate  G.  W.  Lane . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff. 
Act.  Yol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. 
Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Act.Yol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  W.  Young . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie - 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall. .. 

A  cti  n  g  M  aster  H .  Nor  t  h ,  pro  tern . 
Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  S.  Livermore, 
pro  tem. 

Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Commander  W.  G.  Temple . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke . 

Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Chapman. 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 


Presentduty  orstation. 


Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  captured 
rebel  ram  raised. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Beaufort,  [N.  C.]. 

Norfolk  navy  yard 
(repairing). 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  under 
orders  to  New  York. 

Norfolk  navy  yard 
(repairs  finished). 

Chickahominy  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Guard  ship  below 
Richmond. 

Ordered  to  tow  Lock- 
wood  through  canal. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Towing  coal  to  Nor¬ 
folk. 

Guard  ship,  Beaufort, 
[N.C.]. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Sounds,  Nrfrth  Caro¬ 
lina. 

James  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Newport  News. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

T  o  w  i.n  g  ordnance 
barge  to  New  York. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Baltimore. 

James  River,  towing. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Hamilton  Roads. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  Hampton 
Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Cruising  off  Little  Riv 
er,  North  Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Supply  vessel,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Under  orders  to  New 
York. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Fort  Norfolk*. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

Ordnance  tug, Norfolk. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  15,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

3 

1 

Santiago  de  Cuba . .  - . 

ii 

Paddle . 

Samuel  Rotaii . 

5 

11 

c 

. do . 

Sangamon . 

2 

Tacony . 

12 

Tristram  Shandy  .... 

4 

. do . 

1  nit . 

V alley  City . 

6 

Wilderness . 

4. 

Wyalusing . 

14* 

Whitehead . 

4 

Wyandotte . 

5 

William  Badger . 

Young  America . 

2 

Y  antic . 

5 

Zouave  . 

2 

Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett . . . 

Captain  0.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Willard  ... 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon _ 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Truxtun . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett  . . . 
Acting  Master  E.  W.  White _ 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Mate  J.  H.  Gilley . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Guard  ship,  New  Inlet. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

On  a  cruise. 

Linder  orders  to  New 
York. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Off  Cape  Henry. 

Fleet  engineer  tug, 
Norfolk. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

•  Do.  ' 

Do. 

Awaiting  tow  to  New 
York. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk  navy  yard 
(repairing) . 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Norfolk  navy  yard 
(repairing) . 


Yery  respectfully, 


Wi.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  J7.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instruc¬ 
tions  regarding  guard  ship. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads ,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Samuel  Rotan  has  been  for  some  time  stationed  off  Fortress 
Monroe  to  board  and  examine  the  papers  of  vessels  entering  and  depart¬ 
ing  from  the  roads. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  if  the  Department  considers  it  necessary  for 
a  guard  ship  to  be  retained  at  that  point. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Wm,  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ .  8.  Navy,  requesting  to  be  relieved  from 
command  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

4  ,i  r,  7  7.  ^  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Atist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Albemarle  Sound,  May  17,  1865. 

„S*R:  J.^0Uld  respectfully  reduest  to  be  relieved  from  the  command 
ot  this  district  and  ordered  to  take  the  Shamrock  to  New  York. 
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As  hostilities  with  the  rebellious  States  have  ceased,  there  is  nothing 
further  to  be  done  by  the  Navy  in  this  district,  and  I  have  already,  by 
direction  of  the  admiral,  ordered  five  vessels  north. 

The  Sham)  ocTc  is  a  line  vessel  and  might  be  used  to  advantage  on 
other  service.  She  is  in  excellent  condition. 

There  are  still  two  double-enders,  the  Massasoit  and  Iosco ,  in  the 
sounds. 

^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Eoads,  May  18 ,  1865. 

Commodore  Godon  received  his  orders  at  5:45  p.  m.,  May  16.  He 
sailed  at  9:29  a.  in.,  May  17.  The  Monadnock ,  Monticello ,  Chippewa, 
and  Emma  Henry  went  with  him.  The  Huron  is  ordered  to  join  him. 

W.  Badford, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral. 

Hou.  G.  W^ELLES. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
L .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  force  under  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  19,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  letter  ot  the  15th  instaut,  with  list  of  vessels  on- your 
squadron,  has  been  received.  The  Pequot  should  be  sent  north,  the 
Pontoosuc  and  Pawtuxet  should  be  docked,  and  your  squadron  should 
be  reduced  immediately,  as  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  Wm.  Badford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  19, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  Hampton  Boads  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  at  noon  of  this  date,  uuder  orders  from  Captain 
C.  W.  Pickering,  senior  officer  in  Port  Boyal,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward 
and  will  present  a  duplicate  in  person. 

I  left  that  port  on  the  16th  instant  at  3 : 45  p.  m.,  convoying  tlie  trans¬ 
port  steamer  William  P.  Clyde,  which  vessel  has  on  board  Jefferson 
Davis,  wife,  son,  and  two  daughters;  Alexander  H.  Stephens;  C.  C.  Clay 
andlady;  William  [John  H.]  Eeagan,  late  Postmaster-General;  General 
Wheeler,  and  other  prisoners  of  less  note. 
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As  soon  as  this  is  forwarded  I  will  proceed  to  execute  the  balance  of 
my  orders,  and  convoy  the  Clyde  to  Washington. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

.  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  19, 1865. 

I  have  ordered  the  Tuscarora,  Commander  Frailey,  to  remain  here 
with  the  prisoners  until  the  Department  is  heard  from. 

Wi,  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  19,  1865. 

Direct  Commander  Frailey  to  remain  with  the  Tuscarora  in  convoy  of 
William  Clyde.  Retain  the  prisoners  in  close  custody.  Allow  no  one 
to  communicate  with  them.  Hold  them  subject  to  the  order  of  Major- 
General  Halleck  or  the  Secretary  of  War.  Take  every  precaution  to 
prevent  rescue  or  escape. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fortress  Monroe. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  guard  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  May  20,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  are  informed,  in  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  the  16th  instant, 
No.  28,  that  a  guard  vessel  at  Fortress  Monroe  is  no  longer  considered 
necessary. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford  TJ  S 
Navy,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson. 


Navy  Department,  May  20,  1865. 

Sir.  Send  the  Fott  Donelson  to  Boston  to  be  put  out  of  commission 
and  sold. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm,  Radford. 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Ravy  Department,  Washington,  May  20, 1865. 

If  any  vessel,  public  or  private,  sails  for  Charleston,  send  word  to 
Admiral  Dalilgren  that  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  not  sail  until  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  25th,  instead  of  Saturday. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  May  21,  1865. 
The  Tuscarora,  with  prisoners,  has  sailed  for  Fort  Warren. 

The  Maumee,  with  prisoners,  has  sailed  for  Fort  Delaware. 

The  Fawtuxfit  is  ready  to  convoy  the  William  Clyde.  Will  leave  for 
Fort  McHenry  when  prisoners  are  ready. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis¬ 
patching  of  vessels  to  the  North.' 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  May  21, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 

The  necessary  orders  have  been  given  dispatching  to  the  North 
all  vessels  in  this  squadron  with  the  exception  of  30  to  be  retained,  4 
tugs,  and  a  few  hulks  in  use  as  coal  and  stone  vessels. 

They  will  leave  as  soon  as  possible,  all  my  orders  to  that  effect  hav¬ 
ing  been  explicit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Telegram.]* 

Fort  Monroe,  May  22, 1865. 

The  Rhode  Island  from  Mobile  arrived  this  day  with  paroled  rebel 
naval  officers;  two  lieutenants,  others  of  lower  grades.  I  have  turned 
them  over  to  provost-marshal.  Have  sent  Pontoosuc  to  Washington 
with  Mr.  Harrison,  secretary  to  Jeff.  Davis,  per  request  of  General 
Halleck. 

W.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G:  Welles. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  late  Confederate 

steamers  seized  as  prize. 

U.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  5, 

Off  Halifax,  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina ,  May  22, 1865. 

I  have  seized  late  C.  IS.  steamers  Cotton  Plant,  Fisher,  Shir  wan,  and 
Egypt  Mills  as  prizes  to  the  squadron;  also  a  small  steamer  nearly 
finished  on  the  stocks  at  the  rebel  navy  yard  at  this  place. 

The  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt  Mills  are  claimed  as  private  property  by 
citizens  of  Halifax  and  elsewhere. 

The  Cotton  Plant  I  am  desired  to  turn  over  to  the  IJ.  S.  Treasury 
purchasing  agent,  now  stationed  here,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
cotton  and  other  produce,  until  I  can  receive  orders  or  instructions  in 
relation  thereto.  • 

The  vessel  will  be  delivered  to  the  Navy,  when  required  to  do  so  by 
proper  authority. 

This  arrangement  would  both  accommodate  the  views  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  citizens  residing  on  and  near  the  Roanoke  River.  Refer 
to  my  report  to  admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  /Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  the  release  of  vessels  seized  by  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S. 
Navy. 


Treasury  Department,  May  24, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  at  this  Department  stating  that  two  vessels  have  been  seized 
in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina.  If  they  were  upon  a  lawful  voyage — 
that  is,  if  they  had  no  contraband  of  war  on  board,  it  is  proper  -they 
should  be  released,  and  [I]  respectfully  suggest  that  an  order  to  that 
effect  be  issued  by  your  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


H.  McCulloch, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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r>Enclosure. — Telegram.] 

Treasury  Department, 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  May  22,  1865. 

Commander  Macomb,  commanding  the  sounds  in  North  Carolina,  has 
seized  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt  Mills  at  Halifax,  on  the 
Roanoke  River,  which  has  entirely  suspended  all  trade  and  transporta¬ 
tion.  Both  boats  are  private  property.  Will  you  have  them  relieved 
bj-  Secretary  W  elles,  that  business  may  go  on  as  usual”?  There  is  a 
laige  amount  ot  cotton  in  the  Roanoke  River  that  can  be  brought  to 
market  the  moment  the  boats  are  returned  to  their  loyal  owners.  The 
Fisher  and  SJcirwan ,  seized  at  the  same  time,  could  be  very  profitably 
employed  in  transporting  cotton  for  a  short  time. 

Peter  Lawson, 

Purchasing  Agent  for  United  States. 

Hon.  H.  McCulloch, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 

of  expedition  up  the  Roanoke  River,  and  requesting  instructions  regard¬ 
ing  the  disposition  of  property  captured. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  to  the  Department  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Commander  Macomb,  with  its  enclosures. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  honorable  Secretary  what  steps  I  am  to 
take  regarding  the  vessels  and  cotton  therein  mentioned  as  captured, 
and  also  of  the  property  now  in  our  possession  at  Halifax,  N.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Croatan  Light,  North  Carolina,  May  18,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  a  suc¬ 
cessful  expedition  up  the  Roanoke  River  by  the  Iosco ,  Valley  City,  and 
picket  boat  No.  5,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton, 
of  the  first-named  vessel. 

These  vessels  (the  captured  ones  mentioned)  were  all  used  by  the 
rebel  Government,  though  some  were  Seized  from  private  citizens  by 
that  Government.  The  cotton  is  also  rebel  property,  without  much 
doubt,  though  claimed  by  certain  parties  as  private  property.  It  is 
pretty  certain  that  these  persons  took  possession  of  it  on  the  evacuation 
of  the  rebels  from  that  part  of  the  country. 

I  most  respectfully  request  instructions  as  to  their  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  reports  that  the  late  rebel  naval 
station  at  Halifax  is  in  our  possession.  1  shall  keep  possession  there 
till  further  orders. 


150  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

% 

There  is  a  gunboat  on  the  stocks  nearly  completed  and  some  good 
timber  in  the  yard.  I  would  respectfully  request  orders  in  regard  to 
the  above  and  also  the  captured  cotton. 

W.  E.  Macomb, 

Commander. 

[Subenclosures.  ] 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Hamilton ,  N.  C.,  May  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  Hamilton  early  on 
Saturday  morning,  leaving  the  Iosco  at  Rainbow  with  orders  to  search 
for  the  sunken  guns  and  to  make  preparations  for  raising  them.  I  have 
dragged  the  river  as  far  as  Palmyra,  to  which  point  I  have  this  morn¬ 
ing  sent  the  Valley  City  to  await  the  return  and  assist  Captain  Brooks 
on  his  return  with  his  prizes  captured  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  elsewhere 
in  that  vicinity,  the  Cotton  Plant ,  Fislier ,  Dolly ,  the  engine  of  Cushing’s 
torpedo  boat,  and  another  craft  of  some  kind  built  by  the  rebels.  Cap¬ 
tain  Brooks  has  not  reached  me  as  yet,  so  I  have  no  particulars  other 
than  the  above.  These  I  received  through  Captain  Haskell,  adjutant 
at  Plymouth,  Mr.  McMahon,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Moses,  these  latter 
gentlemen  claiming  ownership  of  Cotton  Plant.  They  wish  to  go  down 
in  the  Cotton  Plant  to  communicate  with  you.  As  I  see  no  objections,  I 
shall  give  them  permission.  The  detachment  of  infantry  at  Hamilton 
also  wish  a  passage,  which  I  accord  with  pleasure,  as  they  are  worn 
out  with  vain  exertion.  As  soon  as  Captain  Brooks  arrives  I  shall  for¬ 
ward  the  prizes  to  Plymouth.  I  do  not  think  the  Valley  City  can 
cross  the  bar  above  Palmyra,  nor  do  I  think  it  worth  while  to  dredge 
above  that  place,  as  I  am  assured  on  all  hands  that  torpedoes  have 
never  been  laid  down  there,  and  as  I  am  sure  there  are  none  below,  I 
am  happy  to  report  the  river  clear.  I  can  find  thus  far  but  three  guns; 
they  are  sunk  under  the  embrasures  from  which  they  were  thrown. 
The  others  have  launched  out  into  deep  water,  and  if  sunk  in  the  mud, 
will,  I  think,  never  be  recovered;  if  not,  the  sweeping  line  may  find 
them.  There  were  originally  fourteen  or  fifteen  guns  of  all  classes  in 
the  fort;  two  were  burst,  one  of  which  was  a  32-pounder;  one,  a 
Blakely,  carried  to  Weldon;  one  12-pounder,  carried  away  by  Captain 
Lee;  one  12-pounder,  sent  to  Plymouth;  leaving  nine  or  ten  in  the 
river,  three  of  which  I  think  can  be  raised. 

The  obstructions  before  Poplar  Point  are  sufficiently  clear  for  the 
passage  of  any  vessel  likely  to  navigate  this  river,  and  will  wear  away 
in  time.  I  have  no  need  of  the  cutters  unless  you  wish  to  dredge  the 
river  higher  up  than  1  have  thought  necessary. '  I  have  obtained  a  flat 
of  sufficient  size  with  which  to  raise  the  guns,  and  will  commence  that 
work  to-morrow. 

May  15,  1865.  ♦ 

I  have  succeeded  in  -raising  three  guns  this  morning  bearing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  marks,  viz:  One  ride-gun,  6-inch  caliber,  C.  W.  S.,  1852;  one 
smoothbore  32-pounder,  5,522  pounds,  J.  M.  C.  E.,  1829;  one  smoothbore 
12-pounder  [illegible],  J.  R.  A.  &  Co.,  1851.  I  dragged  the  river  up  and 
down  and  athwart  in  the  attempt  to  find  the  other  guns,  but  without 
success.  If  there  are  any  others,  they  must  be  in  deep  water  and  under 
the  mud,  in  which  case  it  will  be  impossible  to  recover  them  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal.  By  close  questioning  the  people  in  this  vicinity 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  guns  in  the  fort  I  find  that  the  accounts 
differ  from  five  to  seventeen.  I  have  finally  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
ten  guns  of  all  classes  batteried  the  works,  five  of  which  were  heavy 
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guns,  tlie  others  light  guns  mounted  on  field  carriages.  Of  the  heavy 
guns,  two  (32-pounders)  were  burst,  two  I  have  secured,  and  the  other, 
ci  Blakely  rifle,  has  been  carried  to  Weldon.  Of  the  li^'bt  guns?  one 
was  taken  by  Captain  Lee  when  he  evacuated,  two  I  have  secured,  and 
the  other  may  be  sunk  in  the  river,  or  may  have  been  carried  off  for 
aught  1  can*  tell.  The  success  ot  Captain  Brooks  fulfills  the  require- 
ments  of  your  orders. 

May  16,  1865. 

Captain  Brooks*  has  returned  and  bis  report  is  enclosed.  He  reports 
a  large  quantity  of  Confederate  cotton  stowed  away  along  the  banks 
ot  the  river.  As  every  duty  embraced  in  my  orders  has  been  fulfilled, 
I  judge  it  best  to  go  down  in  person  to  communicate  with  you,  leaving 
Captain  Brooks  in  charge,  with  instructions  not  to  permit  the  cotton  to 
be  removed.  I  shall  use  the  Cotton  Plant  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
leave  early  to-morrow  morning,  bringing  Brooks’  flotilla  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Thornton, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  Iosco. 

Commander  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

HilVs  Ferry ,  Roanoke  River,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  took  the  picket  launch  No.  5,  Acting 
Ensign  John  II.  Chapman,  commanding,  taking  with  me  Paymaster 
J.  W.  Sands  and  a  detachment  of  men  from  this  vessel,  and  the  launch 
and  crew  from  the  Iosco ;  also  a  boat  from  the  Iosco,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  U.  Feilberg,  which  was  to  pull  up.  1  left  this  vessel  at  Wil- 
liamston  at  6:30  p.  m.*of  Thursday,  the  11th  instant,  and  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Halifax  with  all  dispatch.  Arrived  at  Edwards  Ferry  at 
3  p.  m.  the  next  day  and  captured  two  steamers.  There  was  but  one 
man  on  board,  who  stated  that  he  was  taking  care  of  a  small  quantity  of 
corn.  One  of  the  steamers  was  loaded  with  staves.  I  immediately 
took  possession,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Hawkins,  acting  third  assistant  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  launch,  after  much  trouble  succeeded  in  getting  steam  on 
one  of  the  vessels.  In  the  meantime  I  pushed  on  with  the  launch, 
leaving  a  guard  with  the  steamer  in  charge  of  Mr.  Abbot.  When  about 

2  miles  from  Halifax,  discovered  another  steamer  tied  up  in  the  bushes 
with  a  barge  alongside.  The  steamer  contained  some  30  bags  cotton, 

3  cases  goods,  and  6  barrels  brandy,  which  I  broke  op§n  and  threw 
overboard  in  order  that  the  men  should  not  get  drunk.  There  were 
three  men  and  a  negro  on  board.  I  placed  Paymaster  Sands  with  five 
men  in  charge  and  proceeded  to  Halifax,  where  I  found  a  small  steamer 
with  no  one  on  board;  taking  her  in  tow,  I  returned  to  the  steamer 
below,  and  set  to  work  getting  steam,  which  was  soou  accomplished  by 
Mr.  Hawkins,  when  I  returned  to  Edwards  Ferry,  arriving  at  6  a.  m. 
Saturday.  At  this  place  the  enemy  had  in  operation  quite  a  yard,  but 
had  burned  everything  but  a  steam  engine  and  boiler,  which  I  took  on 
board.  At  11  a.  m.  Mr.  Feilberg  arrived,  having  pulled  a  distance  of 
about  100  miles.  At  4  p.  m.  started  down  the  river,  all  but  one  steam¬ 
ing.  On  the  way  down  discovered  23  bales  cotton  on  the  river  bank, 
which  I  took  on  board.  When  about  15  miles  from  the  ferry  I  stopped 
to  wood  up,  and  Monday  afternoon  again  started  down  the  river  and 
met  the  Valley  City  at  Palmyra. 
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The  steamers  found  at  Edwards  Ferry  were  said  to  be  the  Fisher  and 
the  Egypt  Mills ,  the  former  having  been  built  by  the  rebels  and  had 
mounted  a  pivot  gun.  The  one  found  near  Halifax  they  called  the  Cot¬ 
ton  Plant ,  which  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  but  is  claimed 
by  a  Mr.  McMahon,  who  has  been  a  rebel  agent,  and,  from  what  I  hear, 
a  strong  disloyal  man. 

I  can  not  but  mention  Mr.  Sam.  Hawkins,  engineer  of  the  launch,  for 
his  skill  and  perseverance  in  getting  the  steam  in  running  order,  and 
my  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Chapman  and  all  the  officers  who  accom 
panied  me  for  their  assistance. 

Very  respectfully, 


[John  A.  J.  Brooks,] 

Acting  Master. 


Report  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard ,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Onondaga  will  leave  to-day 
in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  for  New  York. 

The  ironclads  Lehigh,  Sangamon,  and  Atlanta  have  been  ordered  from 
the  roads  to  Norfolk  and  are  now  lying  off  the  hospital:  the  fC.  S.  S.] 
Columbia  is  at  the  navy  yard  here  and  will  go  into  dock  as  soon  as  the 
Mount  Vernon  is  floated  out,  probably  to  morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

(f.  Y.  Fox,  Fsq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  enquiring  regard¬ 
ing  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  • 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Tristram  Shandy  has  returned  from  her  duties  at  Cape 
Henry. 

I  respectfully  ask  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Department  to  keep  her 
in  this  squadron  as  a  dispatch  boat,  or  if  she  shall  be  sent  north? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

G.  Y.  Fox,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck  has  three  or  four  prisoners  at  Richmond  to  be 
conveyed  to  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.  Communicate  with  him  by  telegraph 
and  take  them  as  he  shall  request. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Instructions  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  of  the  squadron. 


Navy  Department,  May  31, 1865. 

Sir:  Reduce  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  to  the  following  number 
of  vessels,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz:  Six  tug  boats,  seven  other 
steamers,  one  monitor. 

Ion  can  have,  in  addition,  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 

Select  the  most  efficient  vessels  for  retention  and  send" to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  a  list  of  them.  Consult  with  Captain  Berrien  and  transfer  to  him 
two  good  tugs.  Send  all  the  other  vessels  to  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
•  Boston,  and  Portsmouth,  the  iron  vessels  to  Philadelphia.  You  will 
always  have  a  vessel  ready  to  go  to  sea  from  Hampton  Roads,  and  the 
monitor  is  to  spend  half  her  time  in  fresh  water. 

Pill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible  those  who  wish  to  continue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  north  all  other  volunteer  officers 
for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Of  the  men  send 
home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained  send 
with  it  lists  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of  their 
crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  property  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  Department,  or 
that  was  under  its  control,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  you,  aud  an 
account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and  forwarded  to 
this  Department.  If  such  property  is  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
military  forces,  make  a  written  request  for  it,  and  report  your  action  to 
this  Department,  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by  the  War 
Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal,  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  except  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
shall  judge,  under  directions  of  commander  of  the  squadron. 

The  title  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  will  hereafter  be  the 
“North  Atlantic  Squadron.” 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  June  1,  1865. 


Marne. 


Agawam  . 

Atlanta . 

Anemone  . . 

Arietta . 

Albemarle . 

Alpha . 

Chicopee . 

Commodore  Morris 
Commodore  Perry  . 


Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

10 

Paddle . 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind  . . . 

Hampton  Roads. 

3 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Com.  B.  Wilson  . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk 

4 

(repairing). 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

3 

Hulk . 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
G.  R.  Watkins. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk 
(repairing). 

10 

Paddle . 

Commander  h.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

7 

. do . 

Acting  Master  H.  Bingham . 

Act.  V ol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster _ 

Chickahominy  River. 

.  5 

. do . 

James  River. 
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«  V 

Lint  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  June  1,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Hulk  . . . 

4 

1 

_ do . 

11 

5 

. do  .. 

3 

10 

9 

10 

Paddle. . 

8 

Massasoit . 

10 

Paddle. .. 

6 

6 

Malvern . 

12 

Pawtuxet . 

10 

Pontoosuc  . 

10 

Poppy  . 

2 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 

2 

. do . 

Renskaw . 

Release . 

3 

Republic . 

1 

Shamrock . 

111 

Sangamon . 

2 

Tristram  Shandy  .... 

4 

Paddle . 

Valley  City . .•. . . 

6 

Wilderness . 

4 

Whitehead . 

4| 

William  Pa  tiger . 

Hulk  .. 

Yantic . 7 . 

5 

Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg . 

Acting  Master  H.  Keyser . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  ..... 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton _ 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.Semmes . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker . 

Commander  R.  T.  Eenshaw . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Lieut.  Commander  G.  W.  Young. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . . . 
Lieut. Com.  A.  V.  Reed  (pro  tem.) 

Commander  W.  G.  Temple . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke . 

Acting  Ensign  f  J.  H.]  Chapman 

Gunner  E.  A!  McDonald . 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . . . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Craney  Island  coal  sta¬ 
tion. 

Sounds. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds. 

Newport  News. 

Off  Fort  Norfolk. 
Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Sounds. 

Off  Norfolk,  Va. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Ofl'navy  yard,  Norfolk. 
Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads! 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

Ordnance  tug. 

Sounds. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Sounds. 

Off  Fort  Norfolk,  Va. 
Conveying  prisoners  to 
Fort  Pulaski,  Ga. 
Sounds. 

Do.  • 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Cape  Fear  River. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Wm,  Radford, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral.,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of  vessels 
detached  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Malvern,  June  l,  1865. 
The  following  vessels  have  gone  to  the  North: 


Belle. 

Berberry. 

Dawn. 

Commodore  Hull. 

Cohasset. 

Mattabesett. 

Onondaga. 

Pequot. 

Shokokon. 

Unit. 

Wyandotte. 


Epsilon. 

Hunchback. 

Hoyt. 

Lockwood. 

Lilac. 

Mount  Washington. 
Samuel  Rotan. 
Tacony. 

Wyalusing. 

Young  America. 


The  following  vessels  have  been  ordered  and  are  on  their  way  north 
or  will  leave  as  soon  as  some  necessary  repairs  are  completed : 


Ceres. 
Clinton. 
Granite. 
Henry  Janes. 


Martin. 

Phlox. 

Saffron. 

Zouave. 
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The  following  vessels  are  on  detached  service  under  Acting  Eear- 
Admiral  S.  W.  Godon: 

Monadnock.  Chippewa. 

Monticello.  Emma  Henry. 

Three  of  the  five  vessels  in  Cape  Fear  River  have  been  ordered  north, 
as  have  all  the  vessels  in  the  sounds  with  the  exception  of  nine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis¬ 
position  of  vessels  in  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  2,  1S65. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  May  31st,  ultimo,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  to  send  to 
Portsmouth,  [N.  H.],  Boston,  or  New  York  all  the  vessels  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron  in  the  sounds  except  the  Shamrock  and  Iosco,  third 
rates,  and  the  tugs  Gamma  and  Delta;  to  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S. 
Phelps,  senior  officer,  Cape  Fear  River,  ordering  all  the  vessels  there 
stationed  to  the  above-mentioned  ports  except  the  Lenapee;  orders  to 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien  to  dispatch  all  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  now  repairing  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  the  same  ports 
as  soon  as  they  are  sufficiently  repaired  to  render  it  safe  for  them  to  go 
to  sea  except  the  Chicopee,  which  vessel’s  repairs  will  not  be  completed 
for  two  weeks. 

The  Yantic,  fourth  rate,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  here. 
Upon  her  arrival,  if  she  be  in  good  repair,  the  Montgomery,  third  rate, 
will  be  sent  north. 

The  Maumee,  fourth  rate,  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  is 
at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  her  commander  is  at  Richmond  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  appraisement,  inventory,  and  shipment  of  rebel  naval  stores, 
machinery,  etc.  The  Maumee  needs  a  new  condenser  and  some  repairs 
to  machinery.  She  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker  finishes  the  duty  with  which  he  has  been  charged.  It  would 
give  me  satisfaction  if  she  could  be  returned  to  this  squadron,  as 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  is  conversant  with  the  details  of  the 
seizure  of  the  rebel  naval  stores,  and  would  be  of  much  service  in 
finally  disposing  of  all  claims  to  them. 

The  schooner  Arietta ,  ordnance  schooner  at  Beaufort,  has  not  been 
ordered  north.  The  Arietta  has  a  small  crew,  is  an  economical  vessel, 
and  would  be  of  service.  I  respectfully  ask  that  she  may  be  retained 
for  the  present. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  there  should  be  at  least  two 
vessels  for  service  in  the  James  River — one  at  Newport  News,  where  we 
now  have  some  3,000  prisoners,  the  other  to  patrol  the  river  and  afford 
protection  and  assistance,  if  needed,  to  the  numerous  transports  navi¬ 
gating  the  James. 
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The  squadron,  as  reduced,  will  consist  of  the  following  vessels: 


Name. 

Class. 

Station. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Newport  News. 

On  return  from  Fort  Pulaski. 
Hampton  Roads. 

(James  River  and  Hampton 
j  Roads'. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Beaufort. 

Navy  yard. 

Do. 

Iosco . .* . 

. do . 

Tristram  Shandy . 

Montgomery,  or  Yantic,  when  she  arrives . 

Harconrt . 

Third  rate . 

..Tdo  . 

Anemone . . . 

Poppv  . 

Snowdrop . 

List  of  officers  and  muster  rolls  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  received. 
The  Phlox  is  an  unarmed,  side-wheel  steamer,  consuming  but  8  tons  of 
coal  per  diem.  A  quantity  of  ordnance  and  other  stores  are  to  be  sent 
to  Washington,  and  I  will  retain  the  Phlox  for  this  purpose  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  T>.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Rad¬ 
ford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Navy  Department,  June  2,  1865. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  Department 
directs  that  the  Tristram  Shandy  be  retained  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford^ 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ironclads. 

Navy  Department,  June  2,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  45,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  has  been  received. 
Retain  one  of  the  ironclads  in  the  squadron,  either  the  Lehigh  or  'the 
Sangamon,  and  send  the  other  two  to  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  3 , 1865. 
You  can  retain  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker.  Send  the  Maumee 
to  Philadelphia.  Other  matters  in  your  No.  54  approved. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm.  Badford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  combine  the  North  and  South  Atlantic  Squadrons  in  one  com¬ 
mand. 


Navy  Department,  June  9 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  is  reduced  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  designated  in  the  order  of  the  Department  dated  May  31, 
you  will  proceed  to  Port  Boyal,  S.  C.,  and  in  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren’s 
absence  you  will  assume  command  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron,  which 
will  comprise  the  remaining  vessels  of  the  North  and  South  Atlantic 
Squadrons.  The  limits  of  your  command  Will  be  from  Cape  Florida  to, 
but  not  including,  York  Biver,  with  headquarters  at  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 
Leave  a  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Boads,  to  whom  the  Department 
can  communicate,  and  have  a  dispatch  vessel  at  that  anchorage. 

You  are  authorized  to  fit  up  the  Tristram  Shandy ,  or  any  other  ves¬ 
sel  of  your  squadron,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  visit 
different  stations  of  your  squadron. 

A  copy  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren’s  orders  are  herewith  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm.  Badford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Old  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  16, 1865. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  land  stores  of  Seneca.  You  may  detain 
Tahoma  for  service  in  your  squadron. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  Wm.  Badford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  16,  1865. 

Direct  the  Alabama  to  tow  the  Monadnock  to  Philadelphia. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  William  Badford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretory  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  transmitting 
report  urging  the  restriction  of  further  seizure  of  private  property  in 
North  Carolina. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City ,  June  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract 
from  a  report  of  Colonel  Frankie,  commanding  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  and 
to  the  copies  of  the  endorsements  made  thereon  by  General  Grant  and 
General  Schofield  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  arresting  the  further 
seizure  of  private  property  by  naval  commanders  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Station  of  Plymouth, 

•  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  May  19,  1865. 

Captain  :  *  *  *  The  order  of  General  Schofield  announcing  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  this  State  and  proclaiming  peace  has  been 
received  here  and  by  me  published  to  the  citizens  with  the  assurance, 
as  by  that  order  secured,  of  no  further  molestation  of  their  property 
and  I  have  striven  to  foster  friendly  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
hereabouts,  which  they  are  well  disposed  to.  But  the  Navy,  on  their 
up-river  expeditions,  seem  to  have  no  such  notification  of  peace,  and  are 
loading  and  securing  cotton,  the  property  of  private  citizens,  and  such 
other  general  property  as  falls  in  their  way.  They  are,  of  course,  sup¬ 
posed  by  the  people  to  be  a  cooperative  authority  with  the  Army,  but 
of  what  avail  is  the  publication  of  an  order  declaring  peace  in  the 
State  and  protection  to  the  people  if  their  property  is  taken  before  their 
eyes  a  week  or  a  month  after  the  order  is  issued  ?  The  people  do  not 
understand  the  distinctive  character  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  are 
apt  to  look  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  orders  to  one  branch  of  the 
service  as  well  as  the  other. 

I  trust  this  affair  may  receive  the  attention  it  seems  to  demand  and 
that  the  early  action  of  the  authorities  may  be  had  on  it. 

******* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jones  Fr ankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery ,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  A.  Judson, 

Acting  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Beaufort, 

[Endorsements.] 


Headquarters  Department -of  North  Carolina 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  June  2,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  commanding 
armies  of  the  United  States.  s 


It  is  of  importance  that  the  orders  to  stop  seizures  of  private 
erty  be  complied  with,  and  I  request  that  such  orders  may  be  sent 
commanders  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 


prop- 

naval 


J.  M.  Schofield, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  United  States,  June  12 , 1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  attention  invited 
to  that  part  of  General  Schofield’s  endorsement  in  which  he  speaks  of 
the  importance  of  compliance  with  the  orders  to  stop  seizures  of  private 
property,  and  requests  that  such  orders  may  be  sent  to  the  naval  com¬ 
manders  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  advising  the  retention  of  the 
vessels  Skirwan  and  Fisher  for  use  in  the  district  of  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina ,  Plymouth ,  June  19, 1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  termination  of  the  expedi- 
tionup  the  Roanoke  River,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton.  A 
large  amount  of  ex-rebel  property  has  been  captured,  of  which  the  inven¬ 
tories  are  not  quite  completed  yet,  but  which  1  will  forward  in  a  few 
days. 

If  you  have  no  objections,  I  will  retain  the  Fisher  and  Skirwan  in  this 
district,  the  former  to  carry  supplies  from  the  naval  storehouse  at  New 
Berne  for  vessels  in  the  upper  sounds  and  the  latter  for  a  mail  and  dis¬ 
patch  boat.  In  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  ves- 
sels-of  this  district,  I  have  none  of  light  draft  and  sufficient  capacity  to 
transport  stores  from  New  Berne  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Co m mander ,  Com ntanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm,  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — We  can  man  these  vessels  from  the  double-enders  when  it  is 
necessary  to  use  them. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instructions  regard¬ 
ing  property,  seized  from  shipyard  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth ,  June  19, 1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Gilbert  Elliott  & 
Co.,  owners  of  the  shipyard  at  Edwards  Ferry,  who  state  that  that 
yard  was  a  private  one,  and  that  the  ironclad  built  there  was  by  con¬ 
tract  to  the  rebel  Government,  in  proof  of  which  they  enclosed  me  their 
contract,  which  is  signed  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  Navy  Department  by 
John  L.  Porter,  Chief  Naval  Constructor  of  the  rebel  Navy.  It  follows 
from  this,  they  state,  that  the  property  taken  by  our  naval  forces  from 
that  yard,  viz,  a  steam  sawmill  and  some  lumber,  did  not  belong  to  the 
rebel  Navy,  and  therefore  are  not  liable  to  seizure. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  what  course  to  pursue  in  this  and  similar 
cases.  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  do  not  consider  this  claim  worth  anything;  in  fact,  I  think 
that  this  contract  would  render  all  the  property  of  this  firm  confiscable. 

W.  H.  M. 


160  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

.< 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list 
of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  list  of  vessels  compos¬ 
ing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  at  this  date. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Geres  is  at  Halifax,  N.  0.,  and  will  be  sent  north  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Picket  launch  No.  1  has  been  lately  raised  by  Commander  W.  H. 
Macomb  and  will  be  sent  to  Norfolk  as  soon  as  sufficiently  repaired. 

The  Monticello  is  under  repairs  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.  Her  piston 
rod  was  bent. 

The  Tahoma  is  waiting  to  be  docked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Off  Norfolk,  June  15,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

10 

4 

3 

Hulk  ..... 

10 

Hulk . 

1 

Harcourt . 

10 

10 

12 

Monticello . . 

6 

Picket  launch : 

No.  5 . 

NTn  1 

}  i 

Screw . . 

11 

2 

Boxer  (Tristram 

4 

Paddle . 

Shandy). 

William  Badger . 

Hulk  .... 

Yantic . 

5 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Lieut.  Com.  C.  L.  Franklin . 

Acting  Ensign  A.  0.  Kruge _ 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  Wesl . 

Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  J olm  Brown 
Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  E.  Gragg _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.[S.]  Thornton . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  [G.  W.]  Graves. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  [H.  H.]  Gor- 
ringe. 

Acting  Master  H.  North . 


Newport  News, 
heaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Repairing,  Norfolk 
navy  yard. 

Craney  Island  coal 
station . 

Sounds  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Sounds. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Flagship. 

Repairing,  Norfolk 
navy  yard. 

Hampton  Roads. 


Acting  Ensign  [J.H.]  Chapman. 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  GreSn _ 


Sounds. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing,  Norfolk 
navy  yard. 

Hampton  Roads. 


Acting  Ensigii  S.  G.  Swain .  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris .  Hampton  Roads. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

_  „  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  G. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 

of  Commander  Macomb,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the  disposition 

of  the  seized  cotton  arid  steamers  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt  Mills. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  20, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  received  from  Commander  W.  il.  Macomb,  and  respectfully  ask 
instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  captured  property. 

As  the  cotton  is  likely  to  deteriorate  by  exposure,  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  that  it  be  sold  at  once,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  be  held 
by  the  Government  until  it  can  be  seen  what  claims,  if  any,  will  be 
made  upon  it,  or  until  it  is  properly  adjudicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

FT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Pamlico  Sound,  June  12, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  sent  the  two  steamers,  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt 
Mills,  which  were  captured  in  the  Roanoke  River  in  May,  to  Norfolk  to 
report  to  you.  On  the  latter  there  is  a  quantity  of  cotton,  also  captured 
in  the  Roanoke,  which  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  rebel  Gov¬ 
ernment,  but  was  seized  and  carried  off  from  the  navy  yard  at  Halifax 
by  citizens  residing  thereabouts  in  the  evacuation  of  that  place. 

The  steamers  were  once  private  property,  but  have  been  used  by  the 
rebels  as  transports  during  the  war.  Whether  they  were  purchased  or 
seized  by  the  rebels  from  their  owners  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  they 
were  certainly  rebel  Government  property.  I  have  sent  them  to  you 
in  order  that  some  disposition  may  be  made  of  them  and  the  notion 
(especially  the  cotton)  before  they  become  valueless  from  exposure  and 
disuse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  action  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  view 
of  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Navy  Department,  June  22, 1865. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  Department  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  Imperial  Government  of  France  has  removed 
all  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  by  it  upon  naval  intercourse  with  the 
United  States,  and  has  withdrawn  from  the  insurgents  the  character 
of  belligerents. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  also  withdraws  her  concessions, 
heretofore  made,  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents,  but  the 
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withdrawal  of  the  twenty-four  hours  rule  has  not  been  made  absolute | 
reciprocal  measures  will  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of  that  country. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  and  coast  of  the  United  States  will  soon 
cease,  and  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  belligerent  right  of  search 
will  also  cease. 

Yery  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Old  Point ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell.  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  request  from  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Miles ,  U.  S.  Army,  for  a  guard  vessel  off  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,  June  22, 1865. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  W.  Radford,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  yesterday  a  letter  was  received  from  Brevet  Briga¬ 
dier-General  N.  A.  Miles,  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  requesting 
that  a  guard  vessel  might  be  stationed  “at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor 
for  the  purpose  of  requiring  all  vessels  arriving  after  this  date  from 
Southern  ports  to  await  an  examination  by  a  health  officer.”  The 
U.  S.  S.  Boxer*  was  detailed  for  this  duty  temporarily,  and  I  would 
very  respectfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  bomb  schooners,  provided 
with  good  boats,  would  answer  all  the  requirements  of  a  guard  vessel 
and  be  of  very  little  expense  to  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer ,  Hampton  Roads. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T>.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  regarding 
orders  issued  forbidding  further  seizures  of  property  by  naval  officers.  ' 


Navy  Department,  June  23, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1  <  th  instant,  and  its  enclosure,  and  to  inform  you  that  instructions 
have  been  given  to  arrest  further  naval  expeditions  or  seizures  of  prop¬ 
erty  by  naval  officers  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*  Formerly  IT.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 
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Order  o/  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford , 
l .  S  A  avy,  for  immediate  cessation  of  seizures  of  property  in  the  sounds 
of  North  Carolina. 


Navy  Department,  June  23, 1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  the  report  of  Commander 
Macomb,  dated  the  19th  instant,  forwarded  by  you  to  it,  announcing 
the  termination  ot  the  expedition  up  Roanoke  River  and  the  capture  of 
a  large  amount  of  ex-rebel  property.  It  received  at  the  same  time 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  copy  of  oue 
from  Colonel  Frankie,  bearing  endorsements  of  Generals  Schofield 
and  Grant,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  arresting  the  further  seizure 
of  private  property  by  naval  commanders  on  the  coast  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  The  order  of  General  Schofield  announcing  the  cessation  of  hos 
tilities  in  North  Carolina,  proclaiming  peace,  and  assuring  the  citizens 
that  there  would  be  no  further  molestation  of  .their  property,  was 
received  about  the  middle  of  May,  yet  it  would  seem  that  seizures  of 
property  continue  to  be  made. 

The  Department  does  not  understand  what  Commander  Macomb 
means  by  ex  rebel  property.  The  instructions  of  the  Department  sent 
to  you  on  the  3Lst  of  May  authorized  the  seizure  of  all  property  which 
belonged  to  the  rebel  naval  service;  not  the  property  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  the  Navy  to  make  further  excursions  or  ex¬ 
peditions.  Such  unnecessary  and  improper  seizures  as  those  indicated, 
must  cease,  and  you  will  give  immediate  instructions  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Rear  Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  abandonment  of  the  naval  station  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina. 

Navy  Department,  June  24, 1865. 
Sir:  The  sounds  of  North  Carolina  as  a  naval  station  is  to  be  aban¬ 
doned.  Withdraw  all  naval  vessels  and  all  naval  property  from  those 
waters  without  unnecessary  delay.  Keep  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  a  steamer 
which  can  cross  the  bulkhead  and  proceed  to  New  Berne,  or  elsewhere 
in  the  sounds  in  case  of  emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Actiug  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  inventory  of 
property  captured  from  the  navy  yards  on  the  Roanoke  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  Sounds,  Edenton  Bay ,  June  24,  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  send  by  the  Ceres  the  inventory  of  captured  property 
from  the  navy  yards  on  the  Roanoke  River. 
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There  is  a  steam  sawmill  at  New  Berne  which  was  thken  from  Edwards 
Ferry  (I  wrote  concerning  it  in  my  No.  30),  which  was  sent  down 
before  the  inventory  was  made  out,  and  therefore  was  not  included.  I 
have  ordered  it  appraised,  and  shall  forward  the  report  as  soon  as 
received  from  New  Berne. 

The  Geres  takes  to  Norfolk  the  steamer  Halifax ,  which  we  captured 
in  the  stocks  and  launched. 

In  this  connection  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  work  performed  on  this  occasion  by  Carpenter  Mark 
W.  Paul,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  managed,  with  the  small  means  at  his  com¬ 
mand,  to  launch  this  craft  without  any  injury,  though  on  account  of 
the  low  state  of  the  river  the  vessel  was  full  30  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  water  and  only  a  few  yards  distant  from  the  bank.  The  ways  he 
constructed  are  200  feet  long  and  very  steep. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm.  Badford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — On  board  the  captured  steamer  Egypt  Mills  there  is  a  quantity 
of  cotton,  a  few  bags  of  sea  island  and  99  bales,  formerly  the  property 
of  the  rebel  Government  (whether  naval  authorities  or  not,  I  do  not 
know),  which  should  be  included  in  the  inventory,  but  she  had  been 
sent  down  the  river  before  the  inventory  had  been  made  out. 

W.  H.  M. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee  for  Philadelphia. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  June  27,  1865. 
Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Badford,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee  sailed  for  Philadelphia  in  tow 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yantie ,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  'nstant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  Howell, 

Commander,  Fleet  Captain,  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  property 
captured  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  June  27,  1865. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  William  Badford,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  inventory  of  property  captured 
in  the  Boanoke  Biver,  by  direction  of  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 
Some  bags  of  sea-island  and  99  bales  of  other  cotton  are  to  be  added  to 
the  list.  I  also  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Macomb, 
referring  to  the  captures. 

There  is  now  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  the  following-named  cap¬ 
tured  property : 

Steamer  Cotton  Plant,  stern  wheel;  Steamer  Fisher,  screw  propeller ; 
steamer  Egypt  Mills,  screw  propeller;  one  lighter,  containing  iron  plat- 
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ing;  Halifax ,  unfinished  gunboat;  one  6-inch  rifle  gun-  99  bales  and 
some  bags  cotton.  jj  uaies  anti 

in  the  canal.K  r  D°Uy  a“d  °Ue  lighter’  containing  iroa  plating,  were  sunk 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  0.  Howell, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Co, n, nan, ter,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford 
L.S.  Navy,  to  send  captured  property  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

Navy  Department,  June  27, 1865. 
blR:  Tour  letter  of  the  20th  instant  (No.  68)  and  enclosure  have  been 

au^debvered lfn  H  th®  caPtared  property  sent  to  Philadelphia 

aud  delivered  to  che  prize  commissioners  with  a  report  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  the  seizure. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gf.  Welles, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Eadfoed,  °f  the 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  July  1,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns 

•  j  Class. 

Agawam . 

10 

Anemone . 

4 

Arietta . 

3 

Schooner  .... 

Albemarle . 

j  Hulk 

Alpha . 

Chicopee . 

10 

Charles  Phelps . 

Hulk 

Delta . 

Glance . 

1 

Gamma . 

Harcourt . 

. do 

Iosco  . 

10 

Parldle 

Lenapee  . 

10 

Malvern . 

12 

. do . 

Phlox . 

..  do 

Picket,  launch  No.  5. . 

1 

Screw . 

Renshaw . 

Shamrock . ! 

11 

Sangamon . 1 

2 

William  Badger . 

Yantic . 7 . 

5 

Boxer . ( 

4 

Paddle . 

Tahoma . 

4 

I 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  d 


uty  or  station. 


Lient.  Com.  C.  L.  Franklin . 

Acting  Ensign  A.  ().  Kruge . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . 

Acting  Asstaut  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  Jno.  Brown . 

Commander  U.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg . 

Acting  Ensign  IT.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton _ 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . 

Acting  Master  H.  North . 

Acting  Ensign  [J.  H,]  Chapman. 


Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald  . . . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 
Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler. . . . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain. 
Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris  . . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green. 
Lieut.  Com.  W.  P.  McCann  . . 


Hamjiton  Roads. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Repairing,  navy  yard, 
Norfolk. 

Craney  Island  coal 
station. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Flagship. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk ; 
ordered  to  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Sounds,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Do. 

Repairing,  navy  yard, 
Norfolk. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Ham  pton  Roads  (Phila¬ 
delphia  at  present). 

Hamilton  Roads. 

Off  Newport  News. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  C.  Howell, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U. 8.  Navy ,  regarding  prepara¬ 
tions  for  departure  to  Fort  Royal ,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  July  4,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  dock  will 
be  ready  for  this  ship  to-morrow,  when  she  will  be  put  in  it.  The 
necessary  work  will  require  about  three  days.  As  soon  after  coming 
out  as  possible,  I  shall  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  touching  at  the  different 
stations  on  the  route. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Statement  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizures  made 

in  the  Roanoke  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Hist,  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Croatan  Sound ,  July  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford  in  regard  to  seizures  of  property 
made  by  the  vessels  of  this  district  on  the  Roanoke  River.  The  prop¬ 
erty  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the  lDth  June  as  “ex-rebel  property,” 
was  entirely  such  as  had  belonged  to  the  rebel  Navy  Department,  “or 
had  been  under  its  control,”  which  I  had  been  directed  by  Admiral  Rad¬ 
ford,  under  date  of  the  lid  of  June,  to  take  possession  of  and  forward  an 
inventory  of  the  same  to  the  Department.  (In  this  letter  the  admiral 
quotes  an  extract  from  a  communication  from  the  Department,  and 
directs  me  to  “conform  to  the  above  order  as  soon  as  possible.”)  Two 
of  the  vessels  seized — the  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt  Mills — had  been 
private  property,  but  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels  during  the 
rebellion  and  used  by  them  up  to  the  time  when  the  rebel  forces  were 
withdrawn  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Roanoke  River,  in  April  last.  The 
other  vessels  were  all  built  by  the  rebel  authorities,  except  the  ] ticket 
boat  No.  1  (Cushing’s),  which  was  captured  by  them.  The  cotton  which 
was  taken  had  belonged  to  the  rebel  authorities,  but  on  their  evacua¬ 
tion  was  seized  by  citizens,  who  carried  it  away  from  the  place  where 
it  was  stored  by  the  rebels  in  the  rebel  navy  yard  at  Halifax,  N.  C.  I 
was  only  able  to  recover  a  small  portion  of  it. 

The  property  seized  at  Edwards  Ferry  (a  steam  sawmill  and  some 
lumber)  belonged  to  the  company  (Elliot,  Smith  &  Co.)  that  had  the 
contract  for  building  the  ironclad  ram  for  the  rebel  Navy.  (The  ram 
was  burned  on  the  ways  by  the  rebels  before  evacuating.)  Elliot  also 
built-  the  ram  Neuse,  on  the  Neuse  River. 

If  Colonel  Frankie  states  in  his  report  (a  copy  of  which  is  mentioned 
as  having  been  referred  to  the  Navy  Department)  that  any  of  this  prop¬ 
erty  was  private  and  had  not  been  “under  the  control  of  the  rebel  Gov¬ 
ernment,”  he  makes  a  misrepresentation. 

In  regard  to  General  Schotield’s  order,  although  that  order  was  issued 
about  the  middle  of  May  and  consequently  after  my  seizures  had  been 
made,  and  although  those  seizures  were  in  no  respect  contrary  to  the 
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proclamation  contained  therein,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  never 
received  a  copy  and  knew  nothing  about  said  order  until  L  saw  it  in  the 
papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

> 'Secretary  Navy. 


W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comm  under ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  hear- Admiral  Radford ,  I  .  S.  Navi/,  regarding  orders 

issued. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

[Norfolk]  Navy  Yard ,  Gosport ,  Va,,  July  8,  1865. 
t  SiR  =  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  ordered 
Commander  Arnold,  commanding  Chicopee ,  to  proceed  with  his  vessel, 
as  soon  as  ready,  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Macomb  as  a  relief  to  the  Iosco.  The  latter  vessel  I  have 
directed  Commander  Macomb  to  send  to  Boston  as  soon  as  she  is 
relieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prize 

tug  Seaboard. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  10, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  io  report  that  I  learned  at  Richmond  that  the  tug 
Seaboard,  captured  as  a  prize  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  James  River 
Division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  of  which  you  were  then  com¬ 
modore  commanding,  on  the  4th  April,  1805,  and  afterwards  sunk,  lia^l 
been  raised  by  the  U.  S.  quartermaster  at  Richmond  and  sent  to  this 
place  for  repairs.  Acting  upon  your  verbal  instructions,  1  have  this 
day  made  a  written  demand  upon  Brevet  Colonel  A.  P.  Blunt,  assistant 
quartermaster  (copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  “A”)  for  her.  Brevet  Colonel 
Blunt  informs  me  that  he  will  have  to  refer  the  matter  to  Quartermaster- 
General  M.  C.  Meigs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieu  ten  ant-  Com  in  a  n  der. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[  Enclosure.] 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  10, 1865. 

Sir:  Acting  under  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Rad¬ 
ford,  commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
deliver  to  me  the  tug  Seaboard,  now  in  your  possession. 
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This  tug  was  captured  as  prize  ou  the  James  River  below  Richmond, 
Va.,  on  the  4th  April,  1805,  by  the  United  States  naval  forces,  then  under 
command  of  Rear-Admiral  13.  D.  Porter. 

In  bringing  her  through  the  obstructions  at  Drewry’s  Bluff  she  struck 
thereon  and  was  bilged.  The  officer  having  her  in  charge  ran  her  upon 
the  bank  just  below  the  obstructions  to  prevent  her  sinking  in  deep 
water.  Arrangements  were  being  made  for  raising  her  by  the  Navy 
when  the  quartermaster  at  Richmond  took  possession  of  her  and  raised 
her.  She  has  since  been  brought  to  Norfolk  for  repairs.  1  understand 
that  you  are  about  to  send  the  Seaboard  to  Baltimore  for  repairs,  and  I 
have  to  ask  that  you  delay  doing  so  until  the  request  first  above  made 
shall  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  proper  authority. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  Parker, 

'  Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Brevet-Colonel  A.  P.  Blunt, 

Assistant  Quartermaster ,  etc. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  dis¬ 
position  of  vessels  late  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Norfolk,  Va.,  July  13, 1865. 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  Department  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  1  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock  to  New  York,  U.  S.  S. 
Iosco  to  Boston,  U.  S.  S.  Boxer  to  Boston,  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee  to  Boston, 
U.  S.  S.  Tahoma  to  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S.  Phlox  to  Baltimore,  IT.  S.  tug 
Glance  to  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  tug  Alpha  to  Baltimore. 

The  tugs  Gamma  and  Delta  have  been  ordered  to  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina  to  assist  in  bringing  north  the  public  property  there;  the  Boxer 
is  at  present  in  the  sounds  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  vessels  within  the  limits  of  the  late  North  Atlantic  Squadron 
will  be  the  Sangamon,  ironclad,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler ; 
Chicopee,  third  rate,  Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  ;  Agawam,  third  rate, 
Lieutenant-Commander  C.  L.  Franklin  (in  temporary  command) ;  Yantic, 
fourth  rate,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris;  Harcourt,  tug,  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  I.  Miller. 

The  Agawam  will  be  stationed  at  Hampton  Roads  as  senior  officer’s 
vessel,  Lieutenant-Commander  0.  L.  Franklin. 

The  Yantic  at  Hampton  Roads,  as  dispatch  vessel. 

The  Chicopee  at  Cape  Fear  River,  to  relieve  the  Lenapee. 

The  Harcourt,  tug,  at  Hampton  Roads. 

The  Sangamon  is  at  the  yard  ready  for  service.  On  the  return  of  her 
commander  from  leave  granted  by  the  Department,  I  shall,  unless  other¬ 
wise  directed,  order  her  to  City  Point  for  the  benefit  of  fresh  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Honorable  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  July 

15,  1865. 


Name. 


Agawam  .. 
Anemone .  - 
Arietta  .... 
Albemarle  . 


Alpha  . 


Guns 


10 

4 

3 


Class. 


Paddle. . . 
Screw  ... 
Schooner 
Hulk  .... 

Screw  . . . 


Boxer  . . . 
Chicopee 


4 

10 


Paddle 
_ do 


Charles  Phelps 


Hulk 


Delta . 

Glance  .  1 


Screw 
... .do 


Gamma.. 

Harcourt 


do 

do 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Lieut.  Com.  C.  L.  Franklin . 

Acting  Ensign  A.  0.  Kruge . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West . 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
G.  [E.l  Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  John  Brown 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green _ 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold _ 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg _ 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 


Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller 


Richmond.  Va. 

To  go  north,  Beaufort. 

Beaufort,  to  go  north. 

Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Yard,  to  go  to  Beau¬ 
fort. 

Coal  vessel,  Craney 
Island. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Convoying  launch 
No.  5. 


Iosco  . . . 
Lenapee 
Malvern 
Phlox... 


10 

10 

12 


Paddle 
....do 
....do 
- do 


Renshaw  . 
Shamrock 
Sangamon 


10 

o 


Schooner 
Paddle. . . 
Screw  . . . 


Tahoma .  4 

William  Badger . 

Yant.ic .  5 


_ do 

Hulk  . 
Screw 


Lieut.  Com.  J.[S.]  Thornton . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelps . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  .. 
Acting  Master  H.  North . 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  P.  McCann . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris . 


Sounds,  ta  go  north. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Flagship. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 
Do. 

Yard,  to  go  up  James 
River. 

Ordered  north. 
Beaufort. 

Dispatch  vessel,  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads. 


Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  18,  1865. 

Under  the  President’s  proclamation  tliis  Department  is  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  all  property  that  belonged  to  the  rebel  Navy 
Department.  There  is  a  lot  of  timber  at  Richmond,  coming  under  this 
class  of  property,  which  the  naval  authorities  were  directed  to  remove. 
The  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  declined  to  allow  its  removal,  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  instruct  him  not  to  interfere  with 
you.  Please  detail  a  guard  to  protect  the  timber  until  the  naval 
authorities  can  remove  it. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  July  18,  1865. 

Take  possession  of  the  timber  at  Richmond  that  belonged  to  the  rebel 
Navy  Department,  as  previously  ordered,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
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proclamation  of  the  President.  The  Treasury  Department  will  instruct 
the  special  agent  not  to  interfere  with  the  matter  and  1  have  requested 
General  Terry  to  detail  a  guard  to  protect  the  timber  until  it  can  be 
removed  by  the  Navy. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Norfolk ,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  depar¬ 
ture  for  Port  Royal  S.  C. 

Flagship  Malyern, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  19 ,  1865. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  will  sail  this 
day  for  Hilton  Head,  S.  O.,  touching  at  the  different  ports  on  my  way 
south. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  (fiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  />.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  July  30,  1855. 

The  President’s  proclamation  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
take  possession  of  all  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department, 
within  certain  geographical  limits,  in  which  Richmond  is  included. 
You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  take  possession  in  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  all  property  at  Richmond  which  belonged  to 
the  rebel  Navy  Department  and  to  call  on  General  Terry  for  a  guard 
to  protect  it.  If  anyone  holding  such  property  refuses  to  give  it  up, 
report  fact  by  telegraph,  stating  the  person  and  kind  of  property. 

1  lie  Treasury  agent  will  not  withhold  naval  property  on  your  demand 
tor  it,  under  the  President’s  proclamation  and  the  orders  of  this 
Department. 


Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  Richmond , 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Va. 


Furnish  one  copy  of  the  above  telegram  to  Major-General  Terry. 

(i.  WjELLESj, 

Secretary. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  steam  transport  Quinnebaug , 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  July  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  to  the  Department  1  he 
report  ot  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  0.  West,  in  the  case  of  the  loss 
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of  the  IT.  S.  steam  transport  Quinnebaug,  in  crossing  the  bar  at  this 
place  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear- A dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[  Enclosure.] 

N aval  Station,  Beaufort ,  N.  C .,  July  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  transport  steamer  Quinne¬ 
baug ,  loaded  with  troops,  left  this  port  July  20,  1865,  at  7 : 80  a.  m.  At 
about  8:15  a.  m.  she  struck  on  the  reef  off  Shackleford  Banks  and  set 
her  colors  half-mast,  union  down.  The  IT.  S.  S.  Convin,  Coast  Survey, 
which  was  coaling  at  the  wharf  at  the  time,  was  ordered  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  steamer’s  assistance. 

The  following  officers  of  the  station  volunteered  their  services  and 
went  out  in  charge  of  launches  which  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Corwin 
and  the  army  tug  Ooliah ,  viz.,  Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  P.  Foote, 
Gunner  Stephen  Young,  Acting  Ensign  Samuel  G.  Swain,  of  naval 
station ;  Acting  Ensign  A.  O.  Kruge,  and  Mate  G.  W.  Briggs,  of  IT.  S.  S. 
Anemone ,  these  officers  taking  with  them  men  from  the  station.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  these  officers  and  men  for  their  prompt  and  valuable 
services  rendered  in  saving  the  lives  of  those  on  board  the  Quinnebaug. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  Chadwick,  who  deserves  much  credit  for  his  services 
rendered  while  on  board  the  ship  Benjamin  Adams,  at  anchor  outside, 
for  the  promptness  which  he  manifested  to  have  boats  sent  from  said 
ship  to  render  assistance,  from  which  ship  Mr.  Charles  Freckrall,  sec¬ 
ond  officer,  rendered  invaluable  service  in  saving  life  at  the  time  the 
steamer  struck.  I  would  also  present  to  your  notice  Acting  Master 
R.  Platt,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Corwin ,  Coast  Survey,  and  his  officers 
and  crew,  whose  prompt  and  valuable  assistance  to  the  saving  of  many 
lives  is  worthy  of  special  notice. 

Captain  T.  [ C.]  Dunn,  late  in  command  of  IT.  S.  S.  Montgomery , 
deserves  much  praise  for  his  valuable  services  in  doing  all  in  his  power 
toward  saving  life. 

Captain  J.  Cox,  harbor  master  at  Morelicad  [City],  Captain  Henry 
Melvern,  of  army  tug  Coliah ,  and  Mr.  J.  Green,  IT.  S.  Army,  clerk  to 
the  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  did  efficient  service,  and  deserve  much 
praise  for  their  services  rendered,  thereby  assisting  in  saving  the  lives 
of  those  on  board. 

To  the  energy  and  unceasing  efforts  of  these  officers  and  men  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  those  men  is  due.  Some  twenty-five  lives 
were  lost  in  the  panic  at  the  time  of  the  steamer  first  striking. 

I  enclose  a  report  from  signal  officer,  Mate  L.  T.  Lee,  of  the  above 
disaster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 
Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Port 

Royal ,  S.  (J. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  July  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  here 
to-day  in  the  Malvern  from  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1865. 
Have  you  carried  out  the  Department’s  instructions  of  the  20th 
instant  to  take  possession  of  all  rebel  property  belonging  to  rebel  Navy 
Department1?  The  Department  has  received  no  answer  to  its  telegram, 
nor  has  it  been  advised  of  your  action. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Richmond ,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  July  28, 1865. 

Your  instructions  to  take  possession  of  timber  belonging  to  rebel 
Navy  have  been  carried  out,  and  will  soon  be  ready  to  send  to  Norfolk 
navy  yard.  I  have  received  no  other  instruction  or  telegram  from  the 
Department. 

R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Tr  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  relative  to  affairs  in 
Cape  Fear  River. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  August  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  which 
1  have  this  day  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S.  Phelps 
commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Lenapee ,  senior  officer,  Cape.  Fear  River,  N.  C. 

The  rebel  torpedo  boat,  referred  to  in  the  report,  will  be  sent  north 
m  the  Pfetzel. 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

TI  _  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 
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[Enclosure.] 

O’.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  July  31,  1865. 

or5m.:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  dated 
-6th  instant,  and  will  respectfully  state  that,  as  there  is  much  here 

requiring  my  personal  supervision,  I  have  directed  the  Donegal  to  return 
to  Fort  Koyal. 

The  presence  of  an  armed  vessel  in  the  Cape  Fear  River  is  necessarv 
in  consequence  ot  the  bitter  feeling  between  the  white  and  black  popu 
lation,  which  may  at  any  time  rise  into  an  actual  outbreak,  but  is  at 
present  kept  subdued  by  the  knowledge  that  the  means  to  quell  it  are 
within  reach.  The  crew  of  the  Lenapee  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  accli¬ 
mated,  and  thus  by  retaining  her  the  hazard  ot'  bringing  a  new  crew 
into  the  river  at  this  season  will  be  avoided. 

rI  he  pi eliminary  party  for  raising  wrecks,  etc.,  in  this  river  arrived 
and  reported  a  few  days  since. 

I  have  in  my  charge,  at  this  place,  about  200  tons  (estimated)  of  iron 
plating,  piize  ol  war,  wnich  1  am  anxious  to  ship  to  Norfolk,  but  have 
been  unable  to  charter  a  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

The  Release  will  be  dispatched,  according  to  your  order,  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  shall  send  by  her  north  a  quantity  of  rod  iron  and  iron  shafting- 
prize  of  war. 

llie  rebel  torpedo  boat  raised  by  my  orders  is  at  present  used  by 
the  surveying  party,  and  will  be  sent  north  on  the  Hetzel  unless  you 
otherwise  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  William  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  8.  C. 


Abstract  log  the  1  .  S.  8.  Malvern,  February  5  to  April  11,  1865. 

February  5.— At  9 :  30  a.  m.  called  all  hands  to  muster.  The  artillery 
shelling  the  rebel  intrenchments.  At  2:10  p.  m.  a  rebel  steamer  in 
sight  crossing  the  river  opposite  the  light  house,  supposed  to  be  a  ram. 
At  2:30  the  army  transport  steamer  8.  R.  Spaulding  arrived  from  sea. 
At  3 : 30  the  rebel  steamer  recrossed  the  river  and  came  to  again  off  the 
light-house.  At  5  the  rebel  steamer  proceeded  up  toward  Wilmington. 

February  6.— From  8  to  meridian  the  gunboats  off  Flag  Pond  Hill 
engaged  in  shelling  the  woods. 

February  8.— At  4 : 10  p.  m.  received  on  board  eight  prisoners  captured 
by  Lieutenant  Cushing  with  their  muskets,  etc.  Major-General  Scho¬ 
field  and  Brigadier-General  Comstock  and  staff  came  on  board  this 
ship;  left  at  9:  30. 

February  .9. — From  8  to  meridian :  Lieutenant  Cushing  went  in  at 
Fort  Anderson  under  a  flag  of  truce;  returned  at  12  meridian.  At  1 
p.  m.  sent  the  nine  rebel  prisoners  captured  by  Lieutenant  Cushing  on 
shore  to  Major-General  Terry. 

February  10. — At  11:15  a.  m.  the  Mackinaw  and  Lenapee  engaged  in 
shelling  the  enemy’s  works.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Shawmut 
bring  into  the  rebel  intrenchments.  At  1: 30  ceased  firing  and  anchored. 
At  5:  40  the  Enron  commenced  shelling  the  left  bank  to  the  south  ward 
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of  Fort  Anderson.  At  6: 10  the  Huron  ceased  til  ing.  At  0:  30  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Horton  with  a  boat’s  crew  of  13  men  left  tlie  ship  with 
three  other  boats  on  an  expedition  up  the  liver. 

February  11.—  At  4:10  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Cashing  returned  on  board 
from  a  reconnaissance  up  the  river.  At  0 :  30  the  third  cutter  returned, 
as  also  the  other  boats  from  the  Seneca  from  up  Cape  Fear  Kiver.  At 
8:30  heard  artillery  tiring  on  the  eastern  shore:  shelling  the  woods. 
At  10  the  Montauk  moved  up  the  river  and  opened  tire  on  Fort  Ander¬ 
son.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Montauk  and  Mackinaw  proceeded 
up  the  river  and  engaged  Fort  Anderson.  At  2:30  the  Mackinaw 
returned  to  her  anchorage;  the  fort  returned  the  tire.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. 
the  Montauk  shelling  Fort  Anderson.  At  7 : 20  she  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  down  the  river.  At  7:40  the  expedition  headed  by  Captain 
Cushing  left  the  ship.  At  9 :  30  Fort  Anderson  opened  tire  on  the  boats. 
At  10  the  expedition  returned  to  the  ship. 

February  13. — At  6:30  p.  m.  the  dummy  monitor  made  fast  astern  of 
us.  At  9:30  the  dummy  monitor ^ was  towed  down  the  river  and 
anchored,  the  weather  being  unfavorable  for  the  scheme.  Large  tire  in 
the  woods  on  west  bank  of  the  river.  Wind  at  noon,  N.,  force  2, 
weather  fair,  air  37°. 

February  15. — At  11  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Cushing  left  the  ship  with  15 
armed  men  and  the  dummy  monitor. 

February  16. — At  1  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Cushing  returned  with  dummy 
monitor  and  anchored  her.  At  6:  30  a.  m.  several  shots  were  tired  from 
Fort  Anderson.  At  10:30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Cushing  and  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mates  Horton  and  Eagan,  with  second  and  third  cutters  and  the 
Monticelloi1  s  barge,  left  the  ship  on  an  expedition  up  the  river. 

February  17. — At  1 : 30  a.  m.  the  expedition  returned  to  the  ship.  At 
3  p.  m.  the  Lenapee ,  Fawtuxet ,  Maratanza ,  and  Montauk  got  underway 
and  stood  up  toward  Fort  Anderson,  each  vessel  engaging  the  fort, 
which  returned  our  tire  slowly.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  During  the  watch, 
vessels  engaged  in  shelling  the  fort,  the  fort  replying  slowly.  At  6  the 
vessels  ceased  firing.  At  11:30  p.  m.  the  dummy  monitor  was  started 
up  river  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing. 

February  18. — At  1:45  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Cushing  returned  on  board. 
At  2  a.  m.  the  boats  returned,  after  having  anchored  the  dummy  monitor. 
At  8:40  a.  m.  the  Mackinaw  and  monitor  Montauk  took  their  positions 
and  opened  tire  on  Fort  Anderson.  At  9:15  the  fort  returned  the  tire 
slowly.  At  10  the  Osceola ,  Pontoosuc ,  Huron ,  Sassacus ,  and  Pawtuxet 
took  their  positions  and  opened  tire  on  the  fort.  At  11  got  underway 
and  stood  farther  up  the  river.  At  11:50  came  to  anchor.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  gunboats  still  engaging  Fort  Anderson.  At  1 
Admiral  Porter  went  up  the  river  in  picket  launch.  At  1 : 30  the  enemy 
replying  quite  briskly.  At  1:50  the  enemy  opened  tire  from  the  right 
bank  of  the  river.  At  2  the  Admiral  returned  on  board.  At  2  opened 
tire  with  our  20-pounder  howitzers  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river;  tired 
6  shots.  At  3  the  enemy  ceased  firing.  At  3 : 30  the  ISeneca  advanced 
into  action.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  Montauk ,  Sassacus,  Mackina  w , 
Nyack ,  and  Seneca  still  engaging  the  fort,  the  fort  replying  slowly. 
From  0  to  8  p.  m.  gunboats  shelling  fort  occasionally.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
gunboats  ceased  firing.  At  9 : 45  Lieutenant  Cushing  and  picket  launch 
No.  a  proceeded  up  the  river  on  an  expedition. 

February  19. — At  12:30  a.  m.  the  picket  boat  returned,  the  Montauk 
firing  at  intervals  of  ten  to  twenty  minutes.  At  6 : 52  a.  m.  the  Sassacus 
opened  fire;  at  7  a.  m.  received  signal  dispatch  that  Fort  Anderson 
had  surrendered;  at  7  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  opposite  the 
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foi  t.  At  i :  30  Admiral  Porter  and  Fleet  Captain  Breese  left  the  ship* 
returned  at  8:20;  from  8  to  meridian  several  boats  dragging  for  torpe- 
c  oes.  At  11  the  Huron  and  Pontoosuc  passed  up  the  river  dragging 
lor  torpedoes.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Unadilla  proceeded  up 
t  ie  i  n  ei  ;  received  on  board  3  prisoners.  At  1  the  Osceola,  Pawtuxet 
and  Mackinaw  proceeded  up  the  river;  at  1:30  got  underway  and  pro 
ceeded  up  the  river;  at  3  came  to  anchor;  boats  up  the  river  dragging 
toi  torpedoes;  rebel  battery  opened  tire  on  them;  delivered  two  torpe¬ 
does  to  the  Monticello.  At  7  p.  m.  a  steamer  came  up  the  river  with 
troops  and  commenced  landing  them  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  At 
7:30  third  cutter  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Wil¬ 
liam  Horton. 

February  20.— At  1:32  p.  m.  the  Admiral  left  the  ship.  Three  gun¬ 
boats  passed  through  the  obstructions  and  opened  fire  on  both  banks 
of  the  river;  at  3 : 30  received  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Charleston, 
S.  C.  From  4  to  0  the  gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  both  banks  of  the 
nver;  heard  heavy  volleys  of  musketry;  from  6  to  8  p.  m.  the  fleet  still 
shelling  the  battery.  At  6 : 20  Admiral  Porter  came  dbwn  the  river  and 
went  on  board  the  transport  steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding;  at  6:30  ceased 
firing.  At  6:40  the  Admiral  returned  on  board. 

February  21.— At  8:  50  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  to  the  fleet; 
at  9: 15  anchored.  One  shot  was  fired  from  Fort  Strong  at  the  dummy 
monitor.  At  4  p.  m.  gunboats  opened  lire  on  Fort  Strong,  fort  replying 
occasionally.  At  6: 10  gunboats  ceased  firing. 

February  22. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  several  boats  employed  transporting 
troops;  at  10:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river;  at  11:  15 
came  to  anchor  off  Fort  Strong.  The  enemy  evacuated  all  the  works 
along  the  river.  At  11:30  the  Admiral  left  the  ship;  boats  from  the 
fleet  engaged  dragging  for  torpedoes  and  clearing  obstructions  from  the 
river.  At  12  meridian  all  the  vessels  fired  a  salute  of  thirty-five  guns. 
At  2 :  45  p.  m.  anchored  off  Wilmington  and  fired  a  salute  of  twenty-one 
guns.  At  5: 10  James  F.  Herschaft,  landsman,  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Southfield,  who  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  made  his  escape  and 
reported  himself  on  board  this  ship. 

February  23.— At  4:20  p.  m.  left  Wilmington.  At  6:30  came  to 
anchor  off  Fort  Fisher. 

March  3. — At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea  (from  Beau¬ 
fort). 

March  5.— Anchored  off  the  navy- yard,  Gosport,  Ya. 

March  17. — At  anchor  in  Hampton  Boads. 

March  19. — At  10:20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  James 
Biver.  At  6  p.  m.  passed  City  Point.  At  8:40  came  to  anchor. 

March  20. — At  6:10  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  down  the 
river,  the  Bat  following  with  Admiral  Porter  on  board.  At  7 :  40  came 
to  anchor  off  City  Point.  At  5:45  p.  m.  Bear  Admiral  Porter  and 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox  came  on  board.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  Assistant 
Secretary  Fox  and  aids  left  the  ship  to  take  passage  on  the  Bat  for 
Fortress  Monroe. 

March  29. — Lying  at  anchor  off  City  Point.  From  8  to  meridian  :  At 
9 : 20  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Hull  came  down  the  Appomattox  Biver  and 
proceeded  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  At  10  a.  m.  Admiral  D.  H.  Porter  and 
President  A.  Lincoln  proceeded  up  the  Appomattox  Biver  in  the  barge 
in  tow  of  a  tug.  At  11 : 10  the  barge  came  down  the  Appomattox  and 
proceeded  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  At  11 : 35  the  President  and  Admiral 
returned  to  the  steamer  River  Queen.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  the  Admiral  came 
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on  board.  At  3:40  p.  m.  heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Peters¬ 
burg.  At  10:10  heavy  firing  heard  to  the  south  side  ot  Appomattox 
River.  At  12  midnight  the  firing  going  on  heavily. 

April  1. — Heavy  firing  from  10  to  11  plm.  over  City  Point  in  a  south¬ 
westerly  direction.  Firing  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Appomattox 

April  2. — At  12 :  30  a.  m.  Colonel  Bowers,  of  General  Grant’s  staff; 
came  on  board  with  dispatches  for  Admiral  Porter;  an  army  tug  also 
came  alongside  with  dispatches  for  the  Admiral.  At  12 : 30  heard  heavy 
and  rapid  firing  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap,  apparently  from  our 
fleet.  At  1:30  the  firing  ceased  and  commenced  again  at  1:50  in  the 
direction  of  Appomattox  River.  At  2  all  firing  ceased.  At  4 : 10  heard 
heavy  and  rapid  artillery  firing  along  our  lines,  apparently  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Petersburg.  At  4 : 45  heard  heavy  volleys  of  musketry 
and  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  At  0:45  Admiral  Porter 
left  the  ship.  Heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  At  2:30 
p.  m.  expedition  left  the  fleet  composed  of  all  men  able  to  bear  arms,  to 
go  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight  four  gunboats  came  down  the  James 
River  and  anchored  off  Bermuda  Hundred ;  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Petersburg. 

April  3.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direc: 
tion  of  Petersburg,  also  saw  a  large  fire  in  the  same  direction.  At  3 :15 
a  heavy  explosion  took  place  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  At  4:35  a 
heavy  explosion  in  W.  17.  W.  direction.  At  5:25  explosion  heard  in  a 
N.  W.  direction.  At  7:30  Captain  Adams  came  on  board  and  reported 
the  evacuation  of  Richmond.  At  9 :30  heard  a  loud  explosion  in  N.N.  W. 
direction.  At  9:40  received  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Richmond 
and  the  occupation  of  it  by  our  forces.  At  1:20  t lie  Columbia ,  with 
rebel  prisoners  on  board,  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 

April  4. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Morris  came  down  the  Appo¬ 
mattox  River  with  a  number  of  pontoons  going  up  to  Dutch  Gap.  At 
9  the  steamer  River  Queen  proceeded  up  the  river  with  the  President 
on  board.  At  10  anchored,  waiting  for  the  President.  At  10:35  the 
River  Queen  coming  up,  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  slowly.  At  noon 
passed  Aiken’s  Landing.  At  1:40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  Fort 
Darling.  At  4 :  35  arrived  off  the  Rocketts  and  anchored ;  fired  a  salute 
of  35  guns. 

April  5.—  At  10  the  Maumee  arrived.  Major-General  Weitzel  came 
onboard.  At  11:  30  President  Lincoln  and  suite  left  the  ship.  The 
Sassacus  arrived.  A  marine  guard  of  24  men  left  the  ship  as  guard  to 
the  President. 

April  6. — At  11  p.  m.  Colonel  Bowers  came  on  board  with  dispatches 
for  the  Admiral. 

April  7. — At  8:  30  a.  m.  the  President  and  Admiral  Porter  left  the 
ship.  At  8:  50  the  President’s  boat,  River  Queen ,  came  down  the  river. 

April  10. — Lying  at  anchor  off  Richmond,  Va.  At  5 : 40  a.  in.  all  the 
vessels  of  this  fleet  fired  a  salute  of  thirty-five  guns  each,  in  honor  of 
the  capture  of  the  rebel  General  Robert  E.  Lee  and  his  entire  com¬ 
mand.  At  7: 15  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  11: 50 
arrived  off  City  Point  and  anchored. 

April  14. — At  9  a.  m.  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  left  this  ship  and  hoisted 
his  flag  on  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  10 
quarters  for  inspection,  Captain  W.  C.  Wise  turning  the  ship  over  to 
Lieutenant  Bache. 
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CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  ANNTIO 


CORRESPONDEN  CE. 


Order  of  Flay -Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford ,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  picket  and  patrol  boats. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  2,  1865. 

Sir:  V  e  have  not  enough  officers  to  establish  more  than  two  picket 
posts. 

As  soon  as  the  ice  breaks  up  sufficiently  to  admit  of  it,  the  picket  and 
patrol  boats  will  perform  their  usual  service  on  the  river  and  the  shore 
pickets  will  be  discontinued. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  Wi.  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Comdg.  Naval  Shore  Batteries,  Headquarters  Battery  Semmes. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Mason ,  C.  S. 

Army,  regarding  the  breaking  up  of  ice  near  Wilton  Br  idge,  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  2, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning  and  beg 
leave  to  state  that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply,  as  far  as 
practicable,  with  your  request  in  regard  to  breaking  up  the  ice  near 
Wilton  Bridge.  I  therefore  send  the  Beaufort,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  J.  W.  Alexander,  with  instructions  to  afford  you  every  assistance 
in  his  power,  and,  if  necessary,  to  remain  near  the  bridge  to  insure  its 
safety. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  Chas.  T.  Mason, 

C.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  I)r aery's  Bluff. 


P.  S. — The  Roanoke,  the  only  other  iron  boat  in  the  squadron,  is  on 
the  ways  undergoing  repairs. 


J.  K.  M., 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Smith,  C.  S. 
-  Navy,  declining  to  spare  the  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo  from  Wilton  Bridge. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  4, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  application  for  the  Torpedo  has  been  received,  and  I  regret 
that  she  can  not  be  spared  at  present,  as  she  is  now  the  only  boat  in 
connection  with  the  Beaufort  (that  is  crippled)  that  we  can  use  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Wilton  Bridge  from  ice  and  to  keep  open  our  communication 
with  the  city. 
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So  soon  as  she  can  be  spared  from  this  indispensable  duty  you  can 
have  the  use  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flac/- Officer  James  Iiiver  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  P.  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Chaffin’s  Bluffi. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  naval  batteries ,  James  River. 

• 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  February  4 , 1865. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant  our  patrol  gunboat  was  fired 
upon  by  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  near  the  Graveyard. 

The  ice  has  prevented  the  usual  patrolling  of  the  river,  but  it  will 
probably  be  resumed  to-night,  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  the 
enemy  should  extend  his  picket  firing  on  our  boats  below  the  Grave¬ 
yard  and  opposite  Semrnes. 

If  he  should,  1  would  be  glad  if  you  will  give  to  our  boats  every  sup¬ 
port  in  your  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Gomdg.  Wm.  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries ,  James  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenan  t  Dunnington ,  G.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Vir¬ 
ginia ,  giving  memorandum  of  work  required  upon  that  vessel. 

0.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Janies  River  Squadron ,  February  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  memorandum  of  work 
to  be  done  on  this  vessel,  viz: 

The  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  off  on  the  starboard  forward  knuckle, 
pieces  of  timber  bedded  in  and  new  iron  put  on,  and  two  pieces  of  deck 
iron  near  same  place.  A  portion  of  broken  iron  will  have  to  be  taken 
of}'  on  starboard  side  of  shield  near  bow  gun  and  replaced  with  new. 

The  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  oft'  for  a  space  of  1*3  feet  on  port  quar¬ 
ter  of  shield,  a  greater  part  of  the  woodwork  taken  out.  A  new  string 
piece  and  new  portion  of  shield  put  in  and  ironed  and  heavily  shored  up. 

Between  after  port  and  port  quarter  port  all  the  iron  and  woodwork 
will  have  to  be  taken  out  and  replaced. 

On  the  port  quarter  below  knuckle  a  number  of  boltheads  are  gone. 
They  will  have  to  be  driven  in  and  replaced. 

On  fantail  one  piece  of  iron  will  have  to  bo  taken  up,  straightened, 
and  put  down  again.  Some  few  boltheads  are  gone.  The  bolts  will 
have  to  be  replaced. 

On  shield  deck  one  beam  will  have  to  be  taken  out  and  replaced  with 
a  new  one.  Six  pieces  of  iron  will  have  to  be  put  in  place  of  broken 
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ones.  One  piece  of  deck  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  up,  straightened, 
and  put  down.  A  new  smokestack  and  escape  pipe  from  deck  up  will 
be  required.  The  top  of  the  pilot  house  will  have  to  be  taken  off  and 
replaced  with  a  new  one,  owing  to  its  having  been  crushed  in. 

On  port  bow  there  is  a  slight  leak,  which  is  hardly  necessary  to  notice. 

On  berth  deck  there  is  one  beam  broken,  which  can  be  strongly  shored 
up  and  made  stronger  than  it  originally  was. 

Owing  to  the  crushing  eftect  of  heavy  shot,  I  would  recommend  the 
shoring  up  of  berth  deck,  ward  room,  and  gun  deck,  fore  and  aft,  with 
heavy  shores,  so  as  to  throw  the  strain  on  all  parts  equally.  Pains  can 
be  taken  on  gun  deck  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  working  of  guns. 

The  windlass  on  berth  deck  is  almost  useless,  but  can  with  little  work 
be  made  efficient.  It  is  important  that  we  should  be  able  to  weigh 
anchor  secure  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters. 

On  berth  deck  the  force  pumps,  intended  to  use  in  case  of  fire  or  when 
the  crew  could  not  go  outside  of  shield,  have  never  been  completed.  A 
very  little  work  would  finish  them  and  they  would  be  of  great  use. 

While  the  vessel  is  undergoing  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  made  on 
her,  she  will  have  a  portion  of  the  wood  and  iron  work  off"  forward  and 
aft,  and  although  she  could  go  into  an  action,  yet  she  is  notan  efficient 
ironclad,  and  to  hasten  the  work  and  have  her  efficient  before  we  may 
need  her  services  I  recommend  she  go  as  near  the  navy  yard  as  possible. 

V ery  respectfully, 


Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  J antes  River  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  February  6 ,  1865. 

(Received  7th.) 

Constructor  Porter  can  complete  the  new  vessel  in  ninety  days. 
Machinery  is  ready  at  Columbus  to  suit.  I  do  not  wish  to  move  it 
without  reliable  assurance  that  Wilmington  will  be  held  long  enough 
[to  complete]  the  work.  Before  ordering  it  on,  therefore,  please  advise 
me  the  chances  of  our  holding  Wilmington. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

General  Bragg, 

IT  ilmington. 


[Telegram.! 

Wilmington,  February  8,  1865. 

I  hope  your  gunboat  will  be  pushed  to  completion.  This  place  will 
be  held  so  long  as  our  means  enable  us.  There  is  no  indication  of  any 
movement  against  it,  and  our  means  of  defense  are  improving. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President ,  recommending 
Commander  Wood ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  for  promotion  on  account  of  conspicu¬ 
ous  gallantry  in  the  capture  of  the  II.  S.  S.  Underwriter  .* 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  deem  it  but  just  to  the  Navy  and  to  Commander  Wood  that  I 
should  invite  your  attention  to  bis  gallant  exploit  in  command  of  the 
naval  portion  of  the  expedition  against  New  Berne  in  February  last, 
when  he  cut  the  Federal  gunboat  Underwriter  out  from  under  the 
enemy’s  guns,  and  to  recommend  his  promotion  to  the  grade  of  captain 
in  the  Provisional  Navy,  and  of  his  second  in  command,  Lieutenant 
Loyall,  to  that  of  commander,  in  recognition  thereof. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  President. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  guard  ship  Richmond ,  regarding  the  protection  for  worhing  party 
near  Graveyard. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  February  8, 1865 — 9:45  p.  m. 

A  party  from  Battery  Brooke  are  expected  to  fell  trees  on  river  bank 
near  Graveyard  to-night.  If  the  enemy  open  on  them  the  guard  ship 
(Richmond),  the  Hampton ,  and  the  Nansemond  will  promptly  move  to 
their  protection. 

The  guard  ship  will  see  that  this  order  is  at  once  communicated  to 
the  two  gunboats  named  above  and  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  the 
enemy. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 


Commanding  Officer,  Guard  Ship  Richmond. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Brad¬ 
ford,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  patrol  duty. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  10, 1865. 

Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday’s  date,  respecting  signal  between  the  fleet 
and  its  night  picket  boats,  has  been  received. 

Our  gunboats,  while  on  patrol  duty  down  the  river,  are  governed  by 
the  following  articles  in  my  general  instructions: 

Akt.  17.  they  will  1  >e  prepared  at  all  times  to  repeat  any  signals  that  may  he  agreed 
upon,  either  with  guns,  rockets,  lanterns,  or  in  any  other  way. 

Akt.  18.  All  information  obtained  respecting  the  movements  of  the  enemy  will  he 
communicated  by  signal  or  boat,  if  of  sufficient  importance  to  he  immediately  known 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron.  And  the  picket  boats,  by  general  instruc¬ 
tions  for  steam  torpedo  picket  boats,  article  8,  viz: 

“On  the  discovery  of  any  important  movements  of  the  enemy,  requiring  the  imme¬ 
diate  movement  of  the  squadron  to  counteract  or  oppose  them,  three  muskets  will 
he  fired  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  seconds,  followed  by  the  discharge  of  one 
rocket.” 


i  or  capture  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Underwriter,  see  Series  I,  Volume  9,  pp.  439-454. 
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I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions  on  the  subject 
which  may  contribute  to  the  prompt  communication  to  each  other  by 
mght  amt  by  day  ot  any  important  intelligence  that  inav  be  obtained. 

hut-ire  reliance  should  not  be  placed  in  guns  or  lights,  which  can  not 
be  depended  upon  m  thick  weather,  the  very  time  when  the  enemy  will 
probably  make  his  movements.  In  such  cases  boats  on  water  and  cou¬ 
riers  on  land  should  be  used. 


On  the  night  of  the  Sth  instant,  at  the  request  of  the  commanding 
officer  ot  Battery  Brooke,  I  directed  the  guard  vessel  and  the  patrol 
gunboats  to  protect  your  party  employed  in  cutting  down  trees  on  the 
river  bank  opposite  the  Graveyard.  The  order  will  be  repeated,  how¬ 
ever,  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  the  enemy  and  give  you  all  the  pro¬ 
tection  in  their  power.  1 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  L.  Bradford, 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries ,  Battery  Semmes,  James  River. 


Appointment  of  Captain  Semmes  a,s  rear-admiral ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  in  command  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  February  10, 1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  rear-admiral  in  the 
Provisional  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  command  of  the  steam  sloop  Alabama. 

You  are  requested  to  signify  your  acceptance  or  nonacceptance  of  this 
appointment. 

S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Appointment  of  Lieutenant  Loyall  as  commander ,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter* 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond ,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  in  the 
Provisional  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  “for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  as  second  in  command  and  executive  officer  of  the 
naval  expedition  which,  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  February,  1864,  cut 
out  from  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy  at  New  Berne,  N.  C.,the  Federal 
gunboat  Underwriter  and  destroyed  her.” 

\  on  are  requested  to  signify  your  acceptance  or  nonacceptance  of  this 
appointment. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Benjamin  P.  Loyall,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


*  For  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter,  nee  Series  L  Volume  9,  pp.  439-454, 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Arledge ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Beaufort. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  irouclad  Fredericksburg , 
and  will  assume  the  temporary  command  of  the  0.  S.  gunboat  Beau¬ 
fort  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  -1.  W.  Alexander,  who  has  been 
sent  to  the  hospital. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  G.  II.  Arledge,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  8.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg . 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  regarding  assignments  of 

officers. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  February  12, 1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that 
Lieutenant  Littlepage  reported  for  duty  in  the  squadron  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Virginia ,  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

I  would  also  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dalton  reported  on  the  7th  instant,  and  has  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Richmond  during  the  absence  from  sickness  of 
Commander  Kell. 

I  have  this  day  detached  Lieutenant  Arledge  temporarily  from  the 
Fredericksburg  and  ordered  him  to  assume  command  of  the  Beaufort 
during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander,  who  has 
been  sent  to  the  hospital.  I  have  also  directed  Lieutenant  Skinner,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  to  report  to  ^Lieutenant  Commanding  Dunnington 
for  temporary  duty  on  board  of  the  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and.  Detail,  G.  8.  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rootes,  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  a  transfer  to  the  naval  station  at  Halifax,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  13, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  W.  B.  Mangum,  attached  to  the 
Fredericksburg,  under  your  command,  with  his  accounts,  to  the  naval 
station  at  Halifax,  N.  C.,  and  order  him  to  report  to  Captain  James  W. 
Cooke,  commanding. 

He  should  be  furnished  with  rations  for  the  trip. 

X  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Tiros.  R.  Rootes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  G.  8.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg. 
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Order  of  Flag -Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford ,  G.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  signals. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Fiver  Squadron,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  signals  proposed  in  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant, 
to  give  notice  of  certain  advance  movements  of  the  enemy,  meet  my 
approbation,  and  I  will  at  once  adopt  them  for  our  patrol  gunboats, 
picket  boats,  and  shore  picket  stations. 

As  the  former  only  have  cannon,  the  picket  boats  and  picket  stations 
will  have  to  use  musketry  iustead. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Oomdg.  Wm.  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Comdg.  Naval  Shore  Batteries,  Hdqs.  Battery  Semmes. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Arledge,  G.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  a  sailor  to  the  G.  S.  ram  Neuse. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  15,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  B.  F.  Phillips,  ordinary  seaman, 
with  his  accounts,  from  the  steamer  Beaufort,  under  your  command,  to 
the  steamer  Neuse,  near  Kinston,  N.  0.,  and  order  him  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Neuse. 

He  should  be  furnished  with  rations  for  the  trip. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Oomdg.  G.  H.  Arledge,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Steamer  Beaufort. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Semmes,  G.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  command  of  the  James  River  Squadron. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

G.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  assume  command  of  the  James  River 
Squadron,  relieving  Flag  Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy 
O.  S.,  detached. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge. 

Rear-Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding,  etc.,  Richmond ,  Va. 
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Report  of  Flap- Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.Navy ,  giving  information  regarding 
torpedoes  placed  by  the  enemy  in  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  February  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  From  statements  made  to  me  by  the  master  of  the  flag- of- truce- 
boat  Allison  and  by  Pilot  Moore,  who  was  on  board  in  charge  of  her, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  placed  torpedoes  in  the 
river  just  below  Cox’s  Landing. 

I  shall  communicate  this  information  to  my  successor,  Bear-Admiral 
Semmes,  on  being  relieved  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond  Va. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  on  relinquishing  com¬ 
mand  of  the  James  River  Squadron. 

General  Orders,  )  C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

>  James  River  Squadron,  Chaffin's  Bluff, 

Bo.  24.  )  February  18,  1865. 

By  order  of  the  Navy  Department  I  shall  transfer  to  day  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  squadron  to  Bear- Admiral  Baphael  Semmes,  Provisional 
Navy  Confederate  States. 

My  successor  comes  with  a  reputation  that  I  trust  will  inspire  every 
one  with  a  confidence  of  success  which  it  has  not  been  the  fortune  of 
the  squadron  to  achieve  under  my  command. 

In  taking  leave,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  for  the 
support  1  have  received  from  them,  and,  with  the  assurance  that  I 
shall  rejoice  in  any  good  fortune  that  may  attend  them  under  another 
leader,  I  bid  all  a  sincere  farewell. 

1  desire  that  the  above  may,  on  its  receipt,  be  read  at  general  muster 
on  the  quarter  deck  of  each  vessel. 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag -Officer  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the 
James  River  Squadron  to  Rear-Admiral  Semmes,  G.  S.  Navy.' 

Bichmond,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  this 
day  transferred  the  command  of  the  James  Biver  Squadron  to  Bear- 
Admiral  Baphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Without  the  remotest  intention  of  impugning  the  right,  nay,  the 
duty,  ot  the  Department  to  make  any  disposition  it  deems  proper  of 
officers  on  duty  without  question,  yet,  as  my  removal,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  is  at  least  suggestive  of  the  idea  that  Tit]  is  the  result  of 
misconduct  or  mismanagement  on  my  part  in  the  late  movement  of  the 
squadron  against  the  enemy,  I  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  informed 
of  any  complaints  against  me  that  may  have  reached  the  Department, 
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in  order  that  an  opportunity  be  thus  afforded  for  explanation  or  vindica¬ 
tion,  while  those  who  participated  in  the  movement  and  ou  whose  testi¬ 
mony  I  may  have  to  rely  for  justification  are  within  convenient  reach 
and  the  incidents  fresh  upon  their  mind. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  shall  always  be  glad  of 
an  opportunity  to  render  myself  in  any  way  useful  to  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Captain ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Nary  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Memorandum  regarding  the  James  River  Squadron  for  Rear-Admiral 

Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  Chaffin's  Blu  ff ,  February  19 ,  1865. 

This  squadron  is  composed  of  the  following  vessels: 

Virginia ,  ironclad;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dunniugton;  undergo¬ 
ing  repairs  of  damages  received  on  the  24th  ultimo  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  in  Trent’s  lteach ;  will  probably  be  finished  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Richmond,  ironclad ;  Commander  Kell,  who  is  sick  at  hospital;  First 
Lieutenant  Dalton  in  charge;  in  good  condition,  but  torpedo  defenses 
to  be  refitted. 

Fredericksburg,  ironclad ;  First  Lieutenant  Barbot  in  charge;  in  good 
condition,  but  torpedo  defenses  to  be  refitted. 

Hampton,  gunboat:  Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  the  Virginia,  in  charge, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shepperd  being  at  hospital;  in  good  condi¬ 
tion. 

Nansemond ,  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Walter  R.  Butt; 
serviceable,  but  requires  calking,  etc.  (See  survey  on  her.) 

Roanoke,  iron  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pollock;  undergo¬ 
ing  repairs  on  the  ways  at  the  navy  yard,  Richmond. 

Beaufort,  iron  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Arledge  in  charge,  in  place  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander,  who  is  sick  at  the  hospital;  not 
serviceable,  except  in  emergencies;  should  be  sent  to  navy  yard  to  go 
on  the  ways  as  soon  as  possible  to  examine  propeller  and  rudder.  (See 
survey.) 

Richmond's  lighter  is  aground  opposite  Chaffin’s  Bluff  in  shoal  water. 
When  weather  will  permit  she  ought  to  be  patched  up  so  that  she  can 
be  sent  to  the  yard  to  be  repaired,  if  possible,  and  put  in  serviceable 
condition.  She  is  very  rotten. 

There  are  two  lighters  on  the  fiats,  opposite  Chaffin’s,  kept  to  raise  a 
sunken  fire  vessel  near  by.  The  ice  and  severe  weather  for  a  mouth 
have  prevented  anything  being  done.  When  raised  the  fire  vessel 
should  be  sent  to  the  navy  yard  to  be  calked,  where  there  are  now  three 
others  for  the  same  purpose,  viz,  to  be  put  in  serviceable  condition  as 
fire  vessels.  They  are  all  rotten  and  in  such  bad  condition  that  they 
require  the  utmost  care  and  watching  to  be  kept  afloat.  The  Navy 
Department  directs  that  they  be  kept  prepared  for  use  as  fire  vessels. 
(See  survey  upon  fire  vessels.) 

The  steam  torpedo  boat  Hornet,  attached  to  the  Fredericksburg,  was 
sunk  above  the  graveyard  by  collision  with  the  Allison  (steamer). 
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Her  position  lias  been  determined  by  dragging,  and  buoyed,  but  the 
ice  and  severe  weather  have  prevented  any  efforts  being  made  to  raise 
her.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  she  is  not  seriously  damaged  and 
that  she  can  be  recovered  by  working  at  night  under  cover  of  our  gun¬ 
boats,  and,  if  necessary,  of  an  ironclad.  The  position  is  under  the  Are 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

The  Virginia's  lighter  lies  alongside  of  her  and  is  in  good  condition. 

The  Virginians  (flag-officer’s)  barge  is  undergoing  repairs  at  navy  yard. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  has  placed  torpedoes 
below  Cox’s  Lauding ;  so  reports  Pilot  Moore  and  the  master  of  the 
flag  of-truce  boat  Allison. 

It  has  been  my  intention,  as  soon  as  the  ice  will  permit,  to  replace 
the  booms  that  were  carried  away  above  Kingsland  Creek  by  the  late 
freshet,  and  to  let  the  north  end  rest  under  cover  of  the  picket  line  in 
front  of  Chaffin’s  works. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  report  of  examination  of  the  condition 
of  the  obstructions  in  Kingsland  Reach ;  also  to  the  reports  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Kennon  of  self-acting  torpedoes  placed  by  him  opposite  or  near 
Batteries  Semmes  and  Dantzler.  They  were  washed  away  by  the  late 
freshet,  or  are  perfectly  harmless,  the  squadron  having  passed  over 
their  beds  twice.  An  electric  torpedo  has  been  placed  opposite  to  and 
with  wires  connecting  it  with  Battery  Semmes. 

There  are  two  picket  stations  above  Battery  Semmes,  occupied  by 
the  squadron  at  night,  wlie'n  the  picket  boats  can  not  run  on  account 
of  ice  or  other  causes. 

Only  two  gunboats  being  available  for  patrol  duty,  but  one  is  run  at 
night,  the  other  being  kept  as  the  relief. 

The  general  instructions  for  patrol  and  picket  boats,  to  be  found  in 
the  General  Order  Book,  will  show  the  measures  adopted  to  watch  the 
enemy  and  prevent  a  surprise  movement  on  his  part. 

The  only  available  steam  torpedo  boat  for  picket  service  is  the  Wasp, 
attached  to  the  Virginia. 

The  steam  tug  Torpedo ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Roberts,  is  also 
attached  to  the  squadron  temporarily;  she  belongs  to  the  submarine 
defense  service  of  James  River,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jones.  She 
is  in  good  condition,  and  every  Thursday  relieves  the  regular  mail  boat 
Shrapnel ,  which  lays  by  for  clearing  and  overhauling. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Late  Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Since  the  foregoing  was  penned  the  steamer  Schultz  has  been 
blown  up  by  a  torpedo  just  below  the  bluff'  at  Bishop’s,  60  yards  from 
the  south  bank,  probably  one  of  those  placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon 
and  drifted  from  its  original  position. 


J.  K.  M. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
Sea  officers  in  James  River  Squadron. 


187 


Officers. 

Vessel  to  which  attached. 

First  Lieutenants . 

J.  W.  Dunnington . . 

Commanding  Virginia.. 
Commanding  Hampton  . 

S'.  E.  Shepperd . 

H.  H.  Dalton . 

J.  W.  Alexander . 

Commanding  Beaufort. . 

Comdg.  Nansemond _ 

Commanding  Roanoke. . 
Fredericksburg . 

W.  R.  Butt . 

W.  W.  Pollock . 

A.  Barbot . 

Albert  G.  Hudgins . 

Commanding  Torpedo  . . 

J.  D.  Wilson . 

G.  H.  Arledge . 

H.  B.  Littlepage . 

L.  R.  Hill . 

T.  L.  Skinner . 

Second  Lieutenants. 

W.  P.  Mason . 

Daniel  Trigg . 

W.  W.  Head . 

T.  P.  Bell . 

C.  Gormley . 

Masters. 

H.  S.  Cooke . 

. do  .. 

Passed  Midshipmen. 

P.  H.  Gibbs . 

F.  M.  Thomas . 

L.  M.  Bootes . 

Fredericksburg . 

Midshipmen . 

F.  S.  Kennett . 

Virginia . 

Master's  Mates. 

Virginia,  lighter . 

. do . 

W  McBlair  . 

. do . 

Hampton . 

. do . 

Nansemond . 

. do . 

. do . 

Roanoke . 

. do . 

W  R  Rowe  . 

Beaufort . 

. do . 

. ...  Ido . 

Torpedo . 

Remarks. 


Sick,  February  12;  hospital. 

In  charge. 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Hampton,  temporarily. 

Comdg.  Beaufort,  temporarily. 

Virginia,  temporarily. 

Hospital. 

Expedition  with  Lieut.  Kennon. 


Detached,  on  indefinite  leave. 

Ordnance  officer. 

Expedition  with  Lieut.  Kennon. 
Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Charge  of  lighter. 


Hospital. 


Hospital. 
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[Telegram.] 

Florence,  [S.  C.j,  February  19,  1865. 

I  am  at  this  place,  en  route  for  Wilmington  with  my  command,  about 
400  men  and  officers,  to  be  tendered  you  for  battery  service.  Is  Wil¬ 
mington  siill  intact?  Please  answer  immediately  to  this  place  and  to 
Marion  Court-House. 

J.  It.  Tucker, 
Flag-Officer ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

General  Bragg. 


[  Endorsement .  ] 

Come  on  with  your  force. 


R.  F.  H., 

M.  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Fork  Roads,  February  20,  1865. 

I  telegraphed  Commodore  Pinkney  asking  him  to  organize  nil  the 
naval  forces  in  his  department  and  those  from  Charleston  into  one 
command  under  his  charge,  and  assign  them  to  duty  at  the  batteries 
at  the  obstructions,  taking  the  surplus  as  an  infantry  support.  It  is 
desirable  to  have  every  man  who  can  bear  arms,  and  I  hope  the  Com¬ 
modore  will  do  it.  Colonel  Gaillard  can  be  ordered  on  other  duty,  and 
his  troops  assigned  to  duty  in  the  line.  Keep  me  advised  of  H agood’s 
movements.  See  him  about  it.  I  have  had  no  answer. 

R.  F.  Hoke, 

M  ajar-  General. 

Major  Parker. 


i  Telegram.] 

Whiteville,  [1st.  C.J,  February  21,  1865. 

Telegram  received.  I  have  350  sailors  unused  to  marching,  no 
artillery  or  transportation  for  stores  or  baggage.  Have  a  train  here 
on  which  I  propose  to  move  to  Cheraw,  [S.  C.],  and  thence  to  Charlotte, 
[N.  C.].  All  store  trains  are  going  back.  I  do  not  think  the  small 
force  can  check  enemy,  and  propose  leaving  in  any  direction  you  think 
best  after  sending  my  sick  trains.  Please  answer  immediately.  I 
would  suggest  the  Cheraw  route  for  the  sake  of  transportation  for 
baggage. 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

General  Bragg. 


[  Telegram.] 

Whiteville,  [N.  C.],  February  21,  1865. 

(Received  5:30  a.  m.) 

1  have  seen  the  superintendent  of  this  road,  Captain  Drain  who 
states  that  events  have  occurred  since  your  telegram  of  the  19th  which 
in  his  opinion  precludes  the  arrival  of  my  train.  Please  answer  imme¬ 
diately  at  this  point  if  it  is  proper  for  me  to  come  on. 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-  Officer. 


General  R.  F.  Hoke. 
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Unofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Eggleston,  G.  8.  Marine  Corps,  regarding 

general  Confederate  matters. 

C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  27,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  intended  writing  for  some  time,  but  have  not 
done  so  from  the  fact  that  the  mail  communications  have  been  so 
interrupted  tor  some  time,  but  I  now  believe  I  have  a  safe  conveyance 
for  some  letters,  and  will  avail  myself  of  it  and  write  several.  Our 
affairs  do  not  look  very  bright  at  present.  The  bad  turn  things  have 
taken  dates,  in  my  belief,  from  the  removal  of  General  Johnston  from 
command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Sherman  since  that  time  has 
moved  wherever  he  pleased,  and  after  sweeping  through  the  State  of 
Georgia,  unobstructed  almost,  is  now  endeavoring  to  close  in  the  rear 
of  Richmond,  compelling  us  to  evacuate  Charleston  and,  in  fact,  the 
entire  State  of  South  Carolina.  The  loss  of  the  country  would  be  of 
little  moment  did  it  not  interfere  so  seriously  with  the  supplies  for  this 
army,  which  have  to  be  drawn  from  southwest  Georgia.  The  northern 
half  of  Virginia,  including  the  rich  Shenandoah  Valley,  has  been  made 
a  desert  waste  by  the  ravages  of  war,  and  North  Carolina  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  together  could  not  support  an  army  of  20,000  men.  We  expect 
to  hear  of  a  battle  daily  between  our  forces  and  Sherman,  and  hope  for 
the  best  results  since  General  Johnston  has  been  placed  in  command 
of  our  forces.  On  the  lines  around  Richmond  everything  is  very  quiet, 
Grant  evidently  waiting  for  Sherman  to  accomplish  his  purpose  before 
he  moves,  if  we  succeed  in  whipping  Sherman  everything  will  then 
be  well. 

Our  squadron,  consisting  of  the  ironclads  Virginia,  Richmond,  and 
this  vessel,  on  the  23d  ultimo  proceeded  down  the  river  some  10  miles, 
and  but  for  the  timidity  of  the  pilots  on  the  Virginia  and  Richmond 
would  have  changed  the  entire  phase  of  the  war  in  this  section,  our  object 
being  nothing  less  than  the  division  of  Grant’s  army  into  three  parts 
and  the  destruction  of  his  water  base  at  City  Point.  We  were  to  go 
through  their  obstructions,  and  after  running  through  their  pontoon 
bridge  some  15  miles  below,  would  have  left  one  ironclad  to  cruise  up 
and  down  the  river  to  prevent  them  from  communicating  with  each 
other.  The  other  two  would  have  gone  down  to  City  Point  some  40 
miles  farther,  and  there  obstructed  the  channel  with  sunken  vessels  so 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  them  to  have  removed  them  under 
the  lire  of  the  ironclad  that  would  have  been  left  to  prevent  them,  while 
the  other  ironclad  would  have  been  free  to  run  up  the  Appomattox; 
Grant’s  army  would  thus  have  been  cut  in  three  parts  with  no  prospect 
of  being  able  to  communicate  with  each  other.  Our  army  would  then 
have  been  able  to  mass  and  crush  each  part  in  detail. 

This  vessel  passed  through  the  Yankee  obstruction  at  1:30  a.  m., 
and  we  all  iiattered  ourselves  that  every  difficulty  had  been  overcome. 
The  enemy’s  tii’e  from  their  mortars  had  been  quite  troublesome  for 
some  time,  but  their  heavy  guns  had  not  struck  us  once.  After  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  other  vessels  for  about  an  hour  and  seeing  nothing  of  them, 
our  captain  sent  me  in  a  small  boat  to  report  to  the  commodore  that 
we  were  safely  through  and  ask  if  we  should  wait  any  longer.  1  went 
up  to  the  obstructions,  and  seeing  nothing  of  them,  continued  for  some 
distance  before  1  came  to  them.  After  reporting,  the  commodore 
ordered  me  to  return  without  delay  and  say  to  our  captain  that  both 
the  other  vessels  were  aground  and  would  not  be  able  to  get  off  before 
11  a.  m.  the  next  day.  This  compelled  our  abandonment  of  all  ideas  of 
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success,  for  tlie  first  requisite  was  a  complete  surprise,  and  before  the 
next  night  they  would  have  time  to  concentrate  a  large  fleet  above  C  ity 
Point.  We  came  up  the  river  some  1£  miles,  and  at  daylight  the  enemy 
had  an  easy  range  from  his  shore  batteries  of  100  and  200  pounder  Par¬ 
rotts  on  the  vessels  that  were  aground.  The  projectile  had  no  effect  at 
1,100  yards,  but  a  double-turreted  monitor,  seeing  their  helpless  condi¬ 
tion,  came  within  1,000  yards  and  opened  with  X 1  and  XV  inch  gnus. 
The  XV-inch  were  the  oidy  ones  that  did  any  damage,  and  they  did  not 
penetrate,  but  crushed  in  6  inches  of  iron  and  28  inches  of  wood.  The 
splinters  killed  0  and  wounded  14  men.  Projectiles  of  this  weight  will 
penetrate  any  ironclad  that  has  ever  been  built,  I  believe. 

This  squadron  is  now  commanded  by  Admiral  Semmes,  late  of  the 
Alabama,  He  is  a  small  man,  nothing  particularly  striking  in  liis 
appearance  except  his  eye,  which  is  very  fine  and  piercing.  I  think 
his  reputation  will  suffer  with  the  country  in  having  accepted  this 
command,  for  he  has  not  room  here  to  fight  as  large  vessels  as  these  are. 

*  -  #  *  *  #  *  * 


I  remain,  very  truly,  yours,  etc., 

Judge  It.  J.  Townes, 

Austin  City,  Tex, 


'  E.  T.  Eggleston. 


[Telegram.] 


Fayetteville,  [N.  C.],  February  27,  1865. 

1  have  received  orders  to  report  at  Richmond  with  my  entire  com¬ 
mand.  I  shall  leave  at  once  with  those  here.  Will  you  order  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Evans,  with  his  detachment,  to  report  at  Richmond 
also? 


General  Bragg  or  General  Hoke. 


J.  R.  Tucker, 
Flay- Officer,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Special  order  of  General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  the 

forces  under  his  command. 

Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  59.  j  Kinston,  March  10,  1865. 

I.  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  troops  from  Army  of  North¬ 
ern  Virginia,  will  move  with  them  early  to-morrow  morning  by  high¬ 
way  to  Goldsboro.  Such  as  are  unable  to  march  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  the  depot  for  transportation  by  rail. 

II.  Major-General  R.  F.  Hoke,  with  his  own  division  and  Brigadier- 
General  Baker’s  command,  will  cross  the  Neuse  to-morrow,  destroying 
the  communication  in  hi  -  rear.  He  will  forward  to  Goldsboro,  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible,  by  rail,  all  disabled  men  and  valuable  stores,  and  move 
with  his  command  to  that  point  as  soon  as  this  object  is  accomplished. 
Such  supplies  as  can  not  be  transported  by  daylight  on  12th  instant  or 
issued  to  the  troops  must  be  destroyed,  and  the  command  will  march, 
via  Goldsboro,  to  Smithfield,  [N.  C.]. 

III.  The  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  and  Captain  Chesnut’s  squad¬ 
ron,  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  will  report  to  Major-General  Hoke. 
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IV.  The  different  staff  departments  at  the  post  of  Kinston  will  leave, 
under  Major-General  Hoke’s  orders,  by  rail. 

V.  Captain  Price,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Neuse,  is  desired 
to  cover  Major-General  Hoke’s  movements,  and,  if  practicable,  before 
sacrificing  his  vessel,  to  move  down  the  river  by  way  of  diversion,  and 
make  the  loss  of  his  vessel  as  costly  to  the  enemy  as  possible. 

\  I.  Headquarters  will  be  removed  to  Goldsboro  to  morrow. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

F.  S.  Parker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Semmes ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
for  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  of  his  command '  on  the  evacuation  of 
Richmond. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
Executive  Office ,  Richmond ,  Va.,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir:  General  Lee  advises  the  Government  to  withdraw  from  this 
city,  and  the  officers  will  leave  this  evening  accordingly. 

I  presume  that  General  Lee  has  advised  you  of  this  and  of  his  move¬ 
ments,  and  made  suggestions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  your 
squadron.  He  withdraws  from  his  lines  toward  Danville  this  night; 
and,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  General  Lee,  upon  you  is  devolved 
the  duty  of  destroying  your  ships  this  night,  and  with  all  the  forces 
under  your  command  joining  General  Lee.  Confer  with  him,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  before  destroying  them. 

Let  your  people  be  rationed  as  far  as  possible  for  the  march  and 
armed  and  equipped  for  duty  in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  Raphael  Semmes, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Lomax,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Semmes, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  encampment  of  his  command  near  Dan¬ 
ville,  Va. 

Headquarters  Forces, 

Danville,  April  12,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 

Admiral:  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  General  Beauregard,  you 
will  encamp  your  command  9  miles  from  this  place  and  await  further 
orders.  You  will  send  200  men  to  Pelham  Station,  [N.  C.j,  as  a  guard 
for  stores,  to  report  to  General  Ruggles.  Place  pickets  well  out  from 
your  camp. 

By  order  Major-General  Lomax: 

Walter  K.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Admiral  Semmes. 
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Order  of  General  Beauregard ,  G.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier-  General  Semmes, 
commanding  naval  brigade,  to  assist  in  protection  of  stores. 

Headquarters, 

Greensboro ,  N.  G.,  April  16,  1865—1  o’  clock  p.  m. 
General:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  move  with  your 
brigade  to  the  break  in  the  railroad  about  12  miles  from  this  point  and 
act  as  a  guard  to  the  stores. 

You  will  give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  unloading  stores 
and  transferring  them  to  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  then  reload¬ 
ing  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Wm.  Brent, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Brigadier-General  Semmes. 
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FROM  OCTOBER  29,*  1861,  TO  MAY  13,  1862. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Major  Barnard ,  V.  S.  Army 
requesting  his  presence  in  conference  regarding  efficiency  of  the  blockad- 
ing  squadrons. 


Navy  Department,  June  26,  [1861]. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  coufer  with  Cap- 
tam  S  F  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  ancl  Professor  A.  D.  Bache,  Superin- 
teudent  L  .  b.  Coast  burvey,  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  efficiency 
ot  the  blockading  squadrons,  the  nature  of  which  will  be  stated  in  the 
instructions  of  this  Department  to  Captain  Du  Pont  already  given  and 
to  be  issued  hereafter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.r  .  T  Gideon  Welles. 

Major  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Corps  of  Engineers  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 


First  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effectually 
blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 


[Washington,  D.  C.,  July  5,  1861. ] 

Siu  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  conference,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  your  wishes,  communicated  through  Captain  Du  Pont,  has 
had  under  consideration  that  part  of  your  letter  of  instructions  of  the 
25th  ultimo  which  relates  to  the  necessity  of  occupying  two  or  more 
points  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  Fernandina  being  particularly  mentioned 
as  one  of  those  points. 

It  seems  to  be  indispensable  that  there  should  exist  a  convenient  coal 
depot  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  line  of  Atlantic  blockades,  and 
it  occurs  to  the  conference  that  if  this  coal  depot  were  suitably  selected 
it  might  be  used  not  only  as  a  depot  for  coal,  but  as  a  depot  of  provis¬ 
ions  and  common  stores,  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  and  as  a  general  ren¬ 
dezvous,  or  headquarters,  for  that  part  of  the  coast. 

*In  Series  I,  volume  6,  is  published  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Atlantic 
Squadron  iroiu  July  16  to  October  29, 1861,  ou  which  latter  date  the  operations  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  began.  It  is  considered  desirable  to 
include  in  the  present  volume  (Series  I,  volume  12),  certain  additional  preliminary 
correspondence  relative  to  the  preparation  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  from  J  une  26  to  October  29, 1861.— Compilers. 
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YVe  separate  in  our  minds  the  two  enterprises  of  a  purely  military 
expedition  and  an  expedition  the  principal  design  of  which  is  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  naval  station  for  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 
We  shall  have  the  honor  to  present  plans  for  both  expeditions;  but 
we  will  begin  with  the  latter,  premising,  however,  that  we  think  both 
of  them  should  be  conducted  simultaneously. 

Fernandina  is,  by  its  position,  obviously  the  most  desirable  point  for 
a  place  of  deposit,  answering  at  one  end  of  the  line,  to  Hampton  Roads 
at  the  other.  In  addition  to  its  position  in  this  respect  it  enjoys  sev¬ 
eral  other  advantages  almost  peculiar  to  itself  and  well  suited  to  the 
object  in  view. 

It  has  14  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  at  low  water  and  20  at  high  water, 
a  convenient  depth  for  all  steam  vessels  of  the  Navy  eitliei  propelled 
by  screws  or  side  wheels,  rated  as  “second  class  steam  sloops,”  and 
under ;  for  all  of  those  rated  as  “  first-class  steam  sloops,”  which  are  pro¬ 
pelled  by  screws,  and  by  most  of  the-  same  class  propelled  by  side 
wheels  when  light,  and  by  all  the  newly  purchased  and  chartered 
steamers  of  every  description,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  of  the  very  largest  mail-packet  steamers,  when  deeply  loaded. 

These  depths  are  perfectly  convenient  for  the  new  sloops  and  gun¬ 
boats  now  on  the  stocks,  and  for  the  ordinary  merchant  vessels  pur¬ 
chased  or  chartered  for  freight. 

The  main  ship  chaunel  over  St.  Mary’s  Bar  into  Fernandina  Harbor, 
though  not  direct,  is  by  no  means  tortuous  or  difficult.  It  is  easily  defined 
by  buoys,  and  a  l’ange  by  means  of  beacons  renders  the  passage  of  the 
bar  itself  secure.  A  steam  tug  will  always  be  at  hand  to  take  in  sail¬ 
ing  vessels  when  necessary. 

Inside  of  the  bar  there  is  an  unlimited  extent  of  deep-water  accom¬ 
modation,  and  also  the  protection  of  smooth  water  before  reaching  the 
landlocked  basins. 

The  anchorage  in  Amelia  River  possesses  the  quiet  and  safety  of  an 
enclosed  dock.  Repairs  of  all  kinds  may  be  carried  on  there  without  the 
fear  of  accidents  arising  from  motion  of  the  water. 

The  town  of  Fernandina  and  the  wharves  and  depots  of  the  Florida 
Railroad  Company  furnish  conveniences  the  value  of  which  need  not 
be  eidarged  upon.  If  the  seizure  were  conducted  so  suddenly  as  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  property  and  buildings  (which  it  would  [be] 
difficult  to  replace),  the  facilities  for  landing  and  storing  coal  and  other 
materials  will  be  found  ready  for  use. 

Another  feature  of  this  port,  and  one  which  has  appeared  to  us  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  engage  your  particular  attention,  is  the  iso¬ 
lated  position  of  Fernandina  territorially  and  in  population.  Fernan¬ 
dina  is  on  an  island,  bounded  by  the  ocean  on  one  side,  and  having  on 
the  other  an  interior,  poor  and  uninviting  in  all  respects,  sparse  in  pop¬ 
ulation,  remote  from  large  cities  or  centers  of  military  occupation,  and 
not  easily  accessible  by  railroad  or  water  communication. 

By  the  census  of  1850  the  population  of  Fernandina  was  about  600; 
it  is  now  1,000.  St.  Mary’s  was  about  700;  Darien  was  about  550; 
Jacksonville  was  about  1,145;  St.  Augustine  was  about  1,934. 

The  distance  by  water  from  Fernandina  to  St.  Mary’s  is  9  miles;  Fer¬ 
nandina  to  Brunswick  is  35  miles;  Fernandina  to  Darien  is  51  miles; 
Fernandina,  by  railroad,  to  Baldwin  is  47  miles;  from  Baldwin  to  Jack¬ 
sonville  is  20  miles,  and  from  Fernandina,  by  water,  to  Savannah,  120 
miles;  Fernandina,  by  water,  to  Charleston,  —  miles;  Fernandina,  by 
railroad,  to  Cedar  Keys,  154  miles,  and  from  Fernandina  to  Tallahassee, 
by  the  railroad  to  the  Baldwin  Junction  (Alligator),  nearly  200  miles 
(192). 
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j  the  above-mentioned  places  there  is  water  communication, 
except  Cedar  Keys,  Tallahassee,  and  the  railroad  stations  between 
tnem.  But  it  is  apparent  that  any  military  opposition  of  weight 
must  come  from  bavanuab  and  Charleston,  and  principally  through 
Cumberland  Sound,  and  the  depth  (less  than  10  feet  in  some  places)  of 
this  line  of  interior  navigation  would  require  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  m  the  light  steamers  that  are  employed  there.  These  steamers 
are  so  light  and  devoid  of  shelter  that  an  expedition  would  hardly  be 
undertaken  it  Amelia  Island  were  properly  garrisoned. 

The  environs  of  Fernandina  form  a  natural  protection  against  au 
attack  by  land.  They  consist  of  marsh  and  sand,  which  alone  compose 
the  shores  of  the  rivers  and  bayous. 

A  e  are  careful  to  avoid  making  this  communication  unnecessarily 
long  by  entering  upon  a  comparison  of  Fernandina  with  other  place's 
in  the  same  region  of  coast,  such  as  Brunswick,  for  example,  which  is 
now  connected  by  railroad  with  Savannah,  and  being  more  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  is  less  healthy;  or  St.  John’s  entrance,  which  could  be  easily  forti¬ 
fied  against  us,  and  has  an  insuperable  objection  in  its  bar;  but  we 
take  pains  to  say  that  such  comparisons  have  formed  a  large  part  of 
our  study  of  the  whole  subject. 

A\  e  have  not  spoken  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  Fernandina  as  a 
depot  and  naval  station  without  attaching  a  meaning  to  the  word. 

Although  an  open  and  rapid  communication  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
by  the  Florida  Railroad  to  Cedar  Keys,  accomplished  in  eleven  hours, 
would  undoubtedly  be  desirable,  still  it  has  not  entered  into  our  project 
to  recommend  the  maintenance  of  this  communication.  To  do  so  would 
employ  a  force  disproportioned  to  the  possible  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  it.  The  Central  Railroad  to  Tallahassee,  which  connects  with 
this  road  at  Baldwin,  is  completed  as  far  as  Alligator,  and  for  a  certain 
distance  from  lallaliassee  east,  about  20  miles.  The  country  ou  the 
line  of  the  road  is  thickly  wooded  and  has  few  inhabitants.  A  road  of 
such  length  (154  miles)  in  an  obscure  and  inhospitable  district  may  be 
easily  rendered  impassable. 


Fort  Clinch  is  not  thought  to  be  defensible  in  its  present  condition, 
and  the  sand  batteries  on  the  shore  can  probably  be  easily  turned. 

The  water  is  so  smooth  in  ordinary  times,  on  the  outer  shore  of 
Amelia  Island,  that  a  landing  can  be  effected  there  with  facility,  and 
will,  in  our  opinion,  be  advisable  at  more  than  one  point.  This  landing 
can  not  be  covered  by  large  ships,  especially  such  as  the  screw  frigates. 
Vessels  of  small  draft  must  be  selected  for  this  duty,  and  when  the 
points  of  landing  are  fixed  upon  the  lines  of  approach  for  the  covering 
vessels  must  be  distinctly  traced  out. 

The  Florida  Railroad  from  the  west  shore  of  Amelia  Island,  across 
the  river,  is  built  on  piles  for  the  distance  of  about  1  mile,  similar  to 
the  long  bridges  across  the  Bush  and  Gunpowder. 

When  the  attack  is  made,  one  or  more  small  gunboats  might  take 
the  back  entrance  through  Nassau  Inlet  and  Sound  and  prevent  the 
destruction  of  this  bridge  by  the  rebels.  Nassau  entrance  is,  no  doubt, 
unguarded.  Nassau  Bar  has  only  5  feet  on  it,  and  even  this  deptli  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon.  A  rapid  survey  immediately  preceding  the 
attack  will  correct  any  misapprehension  on  this  point;  launches  may 
therefore  be  employed. 

The  preservation  of  this  trestle  bridge  is  worth  an  effort;  the 
remainder  of  the  road  can  be  replaced  with  less  cost,  because  it  runs 
through  a  naturally  level  country. 

It  is  estimated  that  3,000  men  would  take  and  hold  the  place,  with 
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the  assistance  of  such  force  as  could  be  furnished  by  the  fleet.  After 
the  place  was  taken  a  portion  of  the  defensive  force  would  be  found  on 
board  the  vessels  in  port.  •  Thus  the  number  of  troops  to  be  added  to 
the  marines  and  seamen  employed  in  the  attack  and  subsequent 
defeuse  would  not  probably  at  any  time  exceed  this  number  of  3,000. 

The  details  of  the  expedition  to  Fernandina,  if  decided  upon,  will  fall 
under  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  and  ISTavy  Departments  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  expedition,  to  whom  the  conference  will  be  always  ready 
to  offer  such  information  and  make  such  suggestions  as  may  result 
from  their  careful  study  of  the  ground. 

The  sailing  direction s for  the  port  of  Fernandina,  the  instructions  for 
the  disposition  of  the  buoys  and  beacons,  the  outer  and  inner  anchor¬ 
ages,  the  pilotage,  and  the  meteorology  of  this  section  of  the  coast, 
will  be  hereafter  furnished  by  the  conference  from  the  archives  of  the 
Coast  Survey. 

It  is  known  that  Fernandina  is  healthy  and  that  it  can  supply  wood 
and  water  in  abundance.  Its  market  supplies  remain  to  be  developed. 

Finally,  we  will  repeat  the  remark  made  in  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  that  we  think  this  expedition  to  Fernandina  should  be  under¬ 
taken  simultaneously  with  a  similar  expedition  having  a  purely  mili¬ 
tary  character. 

We  are  preparing  a  brief  report  on  the  latter,  which  we  shall  have 
the  honor  to  submit  in  a  few  days. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy,  President. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 

Major,  U.  S.  Engineers ,  Member. 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  TJ.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Member. 

0.  H.  Davis, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Second  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effect¬ 
ually  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  results  of  our 
study  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  in  reference 
to  its  blockade  is  to  recommend  that  it  be  divided  into  two  sections, 
one  of  which  will  extend  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Romain,  about  370 
miles,  and  the  other  from  Cape  Romain  to  St.  Augustine,  about  220 
miles.  The  geographical  features  of  the  northern  or  upper  section  are 
very  different  from  those  of  the  southern  or  lower  section,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  the  treatment  of  the  two  should  be  distinct.  The  former  is 
characterized  by  narrow  belts  of  sand  which  separate  large  inland 
waters  from  the  ocean,  and  are  divided  at  irregular  intervals  by  open¬ 
ings  or  inlets  through  which  the  ocean  tides  ebb  and  flow  and  access  is 
obtained  to  the  enclosed  sounds.  The  latter  is  distinguished  by  the 
ordinary  ports  and  bays.  The  subject  of  the  present  communication 
will  be  the  first  of  these  sections;  the  second  is  reserved  for  a  future 
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report.  In  order  to  show  the  importance  of  this  section  of  the  coast, 
which  embraces  the  whole  seaboard  of  North  Carolina  and  a  portion  of 
tnat  o  booth  Carolina  and  Virginia,  we  must  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  Elizabeth  and  James  rivers  (the  ports  of  Norfolk  and 
Richmond)  are  not  effectually  blockaded  until  tho  entrance  into  Albe¬ 
marle,  1  arnlico,  and  Core  sounds  is  stopped  against  the  enemy.  The 
external  boundary  of  these  sounds,  the  narrow  belt  of  sand  separating 
tliem  from  the  sea,  is  sparsely  inhabited,  except  at  summer  watering 
places  like  Nag’s  Head,  or  the  few  and  distant  towns  like  Portsmouth. 
I  he  inner  shore  line  consists  chiefly  of  marshes  and  cedar  swamps,  but 
the  interior  communication  with  Norfolk  by  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal 
and  oy  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  and  by  the  rivers  and 
railroads  with  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  is  complete.  All  this  is  so 
apparent  up.on  the  maps  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  it.  The 
several  towns  of  Elizabeth  City,  Edenton,  Washington,  and  New  Berne; 
the  rivers  North,  Pasquotank,  Pamlico,  and  Neuse,  are  connected  in 
trade  and  intercourse  by  numerous  steamers  suited  to  the  navigation 
of  these  shallow  waters.  This  trade  includes  a  considerable  foreign 
commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  of  no  great  importance  (for  revenue) 
to  the  United  States,  but  vastly  important  to  the  rebels  while  they  are 
debarred  the  use  of  the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake.  But  for  this  the 
sterile  or  half  drowned  shores  of  North  Carolina  might  be  neglected. 

But  it  is  an  important  object  in  the  present  war  that  this  trade,  home 
and  foreign,  should  be  interrupted,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  desirable 
to  adopt  some  general  method  by  which  the  approaches  from  the  sea 
and  the  channels  inside  from  sound  to  sound  may  be  shut  up. 

The  most  obvious  method  of  accomplishing  this  object  is  by  putting 
down  material  obstructions;  and  the  most  convenient  form  of  obstruc¬ 
tion,  for  transportation  and  use,  is  that  of  old  vessels  laden  with  ballast 
m  a  neighboring  port,  and  sunk  in  the  appropria te  places.  They  would 
entirely  obliterate  the  old  channels;  new  channels  would  be  formed  in 
time,  but  their  general  use  would  be  almost  impossible,  certainly  very 
precarious,  until  they  were  reexamined  at  leisure.  The  part  of  the  coast 
of  which  we  are  speaking  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  course  of  action 
by  the  smallness  of  the  tides,  which  have  a  rise  of  only  1J  feet  at  Cape 
Hatteras,  2A  feet  at  Cape  Henry,  109  nautical  miles  north,  and  2f  feet 
at  Cape  Lookout,  G8  miles  south.  They  flow  but  a  short  distance  into 
Pamlico  Sound,  where  the  inner  bars  or  “  bulkheads,”  as  they  are  defined 
on  the  Coast  Survey  charts,  mark  the  places  of  principal  deposit  of 
the  moving  sands  and  of  meeting,  therefore,  of  the  inner  and  outer 
waters. 

The  chief  rise  and  fall  of  the  waters  of  these  sounds  are  caused  by 
the  winds;  wherever  the  obstacles  are  so  placed  as  to  be  sheltered 
from  them  they  would  probably  remain;  but  in  very  severe  storms,  in 
which  the  waters  are  heaped  up  on  one  side  of  the  sound,  their  return 
to  a  state  of  equilibrium  is  attended  with  so  much  violence  that  the 
smaller  hulks  could  hardly  fail  to  be  acted  upon  and  removed. 

These  are  extreme  cases.  There  would  be  no  force  arising  from  regular 
currents,  or  the  momentum  of  large  bodies  of  water  that  would  proba¬ 
bly  undermine  them,  except  in  heavy  gales.  Piles  might  be  driven  in 
the  interior  of  the  sounds,  but  their  employment  is  less  simple  and 
more  laborious.  Our  sunken  hulks  should  be  visited  frequently  to 
guard  against  their  removal,  but  with  the  means  at  hand  the  enemy 
could  effect  but  little  in  that  way.  Besides  the  inlets,  there  are  two 
harbors  that  may  have  to  be  blockaded  from  outside,  Beaufort  and  Cape 
Fear  Eiver,  unless  expeditions  were  undertaken  to  capture  Forts 
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Macon  and  Caswell,  which  would  form  a  separate  subject  of  considera¬ 
tion.  It  is  said  that  the  alarm  of  the  people  of  Wilmington  has  led 
them  to  close  New  Inlet.  If,  instead  of  being  closed,  it  should  be  forti¬ 
fied,  the  batteries,  we  imagine,  could  be  easily  turned,  whether  on  the 
main  or  on  Smith’s  Island.  If  we  carry  our  operations  as  far  as 
Georgetown,  that  harbor  may  be  closed  or  blockaded,  as  found  most 
convenient. 

This  long  stretch  of  coast  of  about  350  miles,  one-third  of  the  whole 
coast  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Florida,  requires  the  watching  or 
closing  of  only  ten  or  twelve  harbors  and  inlets.  In  this  respect,  and 
in  respect  to  population,  supplies,  fertility,  or  natural  resources,  it  is 
the  weakest  part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  extent. 

The  seaboard  itself  would  furnish  but  little  resistance,  except  where 
the  inlets  have  been  fortified,  and  expeditions  from  the  sounds  and  from 
the  rivers  emptying  into  them  must  be  conducted  in  small  vessels  and 
steamers  of  light  draft,  such  as  would  be  easily  met  and  discomfited. 
It  is  certain  that  the  distance  of  the  seacoast  from  the  interior,  and 
the  thinly  distributed  population,  will  prevent  any  rally  in  time  to 
interfere  with  our  operations. 

Wood  and  water  are  found  qu  the  sand  beaches,  and  the  latter  may 
be  obtained  in  some  places  by  boriug  the  cedar  swamps.  The  coast  of 
South  Carolina,  between  the  bouudary  of  North  Carolina  and  George¬ 
town,  includes  the  famous  Horry  district,  the  forests  and  swamps  of 
which  comedown  nearly  to  the  ocean  shore.  Major  Prince,  U.  S.  Army, 
explored  it  for  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  triangulation  was  carried  on 
by  cutting  through  nearly  every  step  of  the  way  after  leaving  the 
sounds  south  of  Cape  Fear  entrance.  The  vicinity  of  Cape  Hatteras  is 
one  of  the  worst  regions  on  our  coast  for  tempestuous  weather,  the  cape 
itself  being  the  point  of  separation  between  the  storms  peculiar  to  the 
two  divisions  of  the  country — the  West  India  hurricanes  at  the  south, 
the  course  of  which,  after  skirting  the  ocean  borders  of  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  turns  to  the  eastward  before  arriving  at 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  the  common  northeast  storms  of  our  Northern 
States,  which  begin  at  the  southwest  extremity  of  their  track  and  make 
their  progress  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  We  will  now  proceed 
to  name  these  inlets,  from  north  to  south,  in  order  iu  which  they  stand 
on  our  notes,  and  specify  the  manner  in  which  they  ought,  in  our 
opinion,  to  be  treated. 

1.  Oregon,  or  New  Inlet,  35  miles  north  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Pamlico 
Sound,  coast  of  North  Carolina,  has  a  dangerous  shifting  bar,  on  which 
there  is  7  feet  at  low  and  9  feet  at  high  water.  It  should  be  blocked 
up  by  sinking  as  many  hulks  as  necessary  for  the  purpose.  The  place 
for  these  hulks  will  be  shown  on  the  chart. 

2.  Loggerhead  Inlet.  Not  well  known  by  us. 

3.  Hatteras  Inlet,  11  miles  southwest  of  Hatteras,  opening  also  into 
Pamlico  Sound,  has  19  and  21  feet  on  the  ocean  bar,  with  a  good,  easy 
entrance;  13  and  15  feet  m  the  Oliver’s  Channel  anchorage,  and  7  and 
9  feet  on  the  inside  bar  or  bulkhead,  which  it  is  necessary  to  cross  to 
enter  the  sound.  We  recommend  the  final  obstruction  of  the  inner  bar, 
reserving  the  anchorage  for  a  harbor  of  refuge. 

4.  Ocracoke  Inlet,  14  miles  southwest  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  10  and 
12  feet*  on  the  outer  bar,  and  a  good  and  easy  entrance  for  10  feet;  has 
safe  anchorage  in  19  feet.,  This  inlet  may  be  treated  like  that  of 
Hatteras. 

Before  closing  the  two  last  inlets  on  the  inside  it  will  be  well  to 
decide  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the  interior  navi- 
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gation.  It  may  be  threatened  or  controlled  by  a  force  of  small  steam¬ 
ers  armed  with  rifled  cannon.  It  may  be  kept  open  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  the  towns  on  the  Pasquotank,  the  Chowan,  the  Roanoke,  the 
Pamlico,  and  Reuse  rivers;  or  it  may  be  obstructed  by  sinking  hulks 
between  Core  and  Albemarle  sounds,  between  Albemarle  and  Roanoke 
sounds  at  Roanoke  Island,  and  elsewhere,  as  future  enquiry  may  point 
out.  We  strongly  advise  the  latter.  This  whole  region  of  marshes 
and  cedar  swamps  is  fatally  unhealthy  at  this  season  of  the  year  (except 
on  the  immediate  seashore)  to  our  Northern  constitutions. 

5.  Beaufort,  or  Old  Topsail  Inlet,  may  be  both  blockaded  and 
obstructed.  The  main  channel  has  151  and  IS  feet  low  and  high 
water. 

We  have  already  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  Fort  Macon. 
The  people  at  Beaufort  are  said  to  be  loyal.  How  this  may  be  we  have 
no  certain  means  of  knowing. 

6.  Hogue  Inlet,  10  leagues  west  of  Cape  Lookout,  with  8  feet  on  the 
bar;  7,  New  River  Inlet,  114  leagues,  with  the  same  depth,  and  8,  New 
Topsail  Inlet,  20^  leagues  west  of  Cape  Lookout,  with  10  feet  over  the 
bar,  must  all  be  obstructed. 

9.  New  Inlet,  near  Cape  Fear,  as  we  before  mentioned,  is  said  to  have 
been  closed  by  the  people  of  Wilmington ;  if  not,  its  obstruction  can  be 
easily  effected. 

10.  The  Western  Bar,  at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  River,  must  prob¬ 
ably  be  blockaded.  It  lies  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Caswell,  and  unless 
the  fort  is  taken  the  sinking  of  obstructions  on  the  bar  will  be  difficult. 
This  bar  has  8  and  12  feet. 

11.  Lockwood’s  Folly  Inlet,  and  12,  Tubb’s  Inlet,  may  be  obstructed. 

13.  And  finally,  Georgetown  entrance,  or  Winyah  Bay,  may  be  bcHi 

obstructed  and  blockaded. 

The  archives  of  the  Coast  Survey  will  furnish  the  best  information 
concerning  this  region  of  coast. 

These  plans  may  undergo  some  modification  in  the  hands  of  the 
person  to  whom  their  execution  shall  be  intrusted. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain ,  LI.  8.  Navy,  and  President. 


A.  I).  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  Member. 
J.  G.  Barnard,* 

Major ,  U.  S.  Engineers ,  Member. 
Charles  Henry  Davis, 
'Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Third  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effectu¬ 
ally  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

Washington,  I).  C.,  July  26,  1861. 
Sir:  In  the  last  memoir  of  the  conference  we  had  the  honor  to  pro¬ 
pose  that  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  should  be 


Signed  by  proxy. 
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divided  into  two  sections  haying  distinct  geographical  and  physical 
features  and  requiring,  therefore,  distinct  management.  The  first  ot 
these  sections,  extending  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Romain,  formed 
the  subject  of  our  last  communication.  In  the  present  we  shall  treat 
of  second  section,  comprised  between  Cape  Romain  and  Cape  Florida. 

We  shall  be  able  to  present  our  views  more  clearly  if  we  separate 
this  second  section  into  three  subdivisions,  each  one  of  which  is  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  others  by  circumstances  either  of  physical  condi¬ 
tion  or  of  population  too  striking  to  be  overlooked.  The  first  of  these 
sections  will  extend  from  Cape  Romain  to  Tybee  Island  and  embraces 
the  greater  part  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  ;  the  second,  from  Tybee 
Island  to  Cumberland  Sound,  St.  Mary’s  entrance,  Fernandina,  cover¬ 
ing  the  whole  coast  of  Georgia,  and  the  third,  from  Fernandina  to  Cape 
Florida,  including  St.  John’s  River,  the  harbor  of  St.  Augustine,  and 
all  the  east  coast  of  Florida. 

Our  second  memoir,  in  which  we  discussed  the  occupation  of  Bulls 
Bay,  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  Port  Royal  Bay,  has  left  us  but  little  to 
say  on  the  first  of  these  subsections.  The  field,  which  is  only  112  miles 
in  linear  extent,  is  one  that  requires  the  application  of  the  ordinary 
rules  and  practice  of  blockade.  When  the  three  anchorages  above 
mentioned  are  secure  the  whole  of  this  part  of  our  coast  will  be  under 
complete  control.  It  will  rarely  be  necessary  for  the  blockading  vessels 
to  leave  the  coast  on  account  of  stress  of  weather.  Though  they  may 
be  driven  from  before  the  ports  for  a  time,  it  will  be  easy  for  them  to 
resume  their  stations  when  the  storm  has  subsided.  This  is  a  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  last  importance,  as  regards  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 

But  you  are  better  aware  than  ourselves  of  the  favorable  manner  in 
which  our  foreign  political  relations  would  be  affected  by  the  possession 
of  one  or  more  of  the  three  points,  the  seizure  of  which  was  the  topic  ot 
our  second  memoir.  The  second  of  our  subsections,  which  takes  in  the 
whole  coast  of  Georgia,  is  of  peculiar  formation. 

Throughout  an  extent  of  107  nautical  miles  a  chain  of  islands  sepa¬ 
rates  a  water  space  of  varying  breadth  from  the  open  sea,  and  these 
islands  are  divided  from  each  other  by  frequent  inlets,  several  of  which 
are  available  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  islands  and  the 
inland  waters  constitute  a  series  of  sounds  and  harbors.  The  former 
afford  uninterrupted  smooth- water  navigation  for  steamers  drawing  5 
feet  from  the  Savannah  to  the  St.  Mary’s  River;  the  latter  may  be 
regarded  as  harbors  of  refuge,  or  as  openings  from  the  sounds  by  which 
an  active  cruiser  can  pass  at  any  moment  into  the  ocean  and  change 
its  field  of  observation  at  convenience.  The  rivers  of  the  coast  gen¬ 
erally  empty  into  these  interior  bays  and  sounds.  We  may  complete 
what  we  have  to  say  of  the  navigation  of  these  sounds  and  bays  by 
observing  that  it  demands  the  most  thorough  local  knowledge  and  an 
accurate  acquaintance  with  the  times  and  heights  of  the  tides  to  follow 
all  its  circuitous  paths,  and,  further,  that  the  best  pilot  information 
concerning  this  navigation  that  can  be  put  on  paper  is  to  be  found  in 
the  “Rotes  on  the  Coast  of  Georgia,”  prepared  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Coast  Survey  from  the  archives  of  his  office. 

Concerning  the  islands  forming  the  external  barrier  to  the  sea,  it 
may  be  remarked,  as  a  general  rule,  that  they  have  a  moderately 
straight  sea  beach  on  the  ocean  side,  with  the  common  sand  hills  or 
hillocks  (dunes  or  downs),  and  occasionally  a  fringe  of  wood.  On  the 
inner  side,  upon  the  sounds,  they  are  marshy,  except  in  rare  cases. 
The  midale  part  is  much  diversified,  and  cotton  plantations  are  general. 
Several  of  the  islands  furnish  fresh  water;  but  it  will  be  better,  per- 
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haps,  to  treat  the  whole  subject  of  fresh  water  supplies  on  the  Atlantic 
Southern  Seaboard  in  a  separate  paper. 

The  inlets,  taken  in  connection  with  the  interior  navigation,  resemble 
on  a  smaller  scale  the  peculiar  geographical  distribution  of  land  and 
water  which,  on  the  coasts  of  Holland  and  Belgium  on  a  grand  scale, 
are  especially  adapted  to  the  pursuits  of  commerce  and  of  well  sheltered 
interior  water  communication.  The  example  on  the  coast  of  Georgia 
is  comparatively  minute ;  but  the  frequent  and  convenient  entrances 
trom  the  sea,  affording  a  protection  always  accessible,  at  such  easy  dis¬ 
tances  apart  that  there  is  little  danger  or  necessity  for  exposure  to  the 
storms  of  the  ocean,  constitute  the  most  important  feature  as  well  here 
as  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  North  Sea. 

The  difference  in  breadth  and  depth  of  the  passes  between  the 
numerous  islands,  and  of  the  sounds  and  bays  to  which  they  lead, 
requires  vessels  of  a  smaller  draft.  The  rivers,  or  so-called  rivers,  dis¬ 
charging  into  these  bays  and  sounds  are  not  always  of  real  value. 
But  a  very  hasty  glance  at  these  different  geographical  features,  in 
order,  will  serve,  we  think,  to  satisfy  you  that  the  control  of  these 
waters  would  greatly  tend  to  the  reestablishment  of  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  in  the  whole  of  this  region  by  imposing  a  severe 
check  upon  the  movements  of  the  rebels. 

We  will  speak  first  of  the  inlets  and  second  of  the  sounds  and  rivers 
together. 

The  inlets  are  Tybee  (beginning  at  the  north),  Wassaw,  Ossabaw, 
St.  Catherine’s,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  Altamaha,  St.  Simon’s,  St.  Andrew’s, 
and  Cumberland,  all  of  which,  however,  are  not  equally  useful)  it  is 
worth  while  to  describe  in  a  few  words,  the  most  prominent  only. 

Tybee  is  the  entrance  to  Savannah  River,  and  must,  for  the  present, 
be  blockaded,  though  large  vessels  could  lie  safely  in  the  channel  inside 
the  outer  buoys,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Pulaski,  in 
smooth  weather. 

Passing  over  Wassaw,  which  is  difficult  of  entrance,  and  has  not 
been  surveyed,  we  come  to  Ossabaw  Inlet,  3£  miles  wide,  between 
Great  Wassaw  Island  on  the  north  and  Ossabaw  Island  on  the  south. 
Seventeen  feet  may  be  carried  over  the  outer  bar  through  a  narrow 
channel  which  divides  inside,  where  a  second  bar,  having  14  feet  of 
water  upon  it,  must  be  passed  to  enter  Ogeechee  River.  Passing  again 
over  St.  Catherine’s  Inlet,  of  which  the  bar  is  bad,  we  come  to  Sapelo 
Inlet,  the  entrance  to  Sapelo  Sound,  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  wide, 
between  St.  Catherine’s  and  Blackbeard  islands. 

This  is  one  of  the  easiest  entrances  on  the  Southern  coast.  The  bar, 
which  is  very  narrow,  has  18  feet  of  water,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to 
change  the  course  once  to  enter  the  sound.  A  new  channel  across  this 
bar,  south  of  the  old  one,  was  discovered  by  the  Coast  Survey.  Break¬ 
ers,  north  and  south  of  the  channel,  mark  the  entrance,  which  was  a 
most  convenient  one  when  buoyed. 

Doboy  Inlet  is  one  of  the  entrances  to  Altamaha  Sound  and  River, 
and  the  first  through  which  the  town  of  Darien  is  reached.  The  bar 
is  farther  to  seaward  [or  to  leeward j  than  Sapelo  Bar,  about  4  miles  off, 
and  the  entrance  is  more  than  a  mile  wide  between  Sapelo  and  Wolf 
islands. 

The  depth  of  water  is  sufficient  (not  less  than  24  feet),  but  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  so  winding  that  all  the  assistance  of  lights  and  buoys  is  wanted 
to  navigate  it  in  safety.  Again,  passing  over  Altamaha  Inlet,  which 
is  so  inferior  to  Doboy  that  the  latter  will  always  be  preferred,  we  come 
to  St.  Simon’s  Inlet,  the  entrance  to  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  leading  to 
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Brunswick  and  Blythe  islands,  which  is  about  a  mile  wide  between  St. 
Sijpou’s  and  Jekyl  islands.  The  bar  is  5  miles  from  the  general  line  ot 
coast,  but  is  only  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  wide,  and  had  upon  it  a 
depth  of  17  feet  at  low  and  about  24  feet  at  high  water;  it  is  one  of 
the  best  of  these  openings.  Passing  again  over  the  entrance  to  St. 
Andrew’s  Sound,  of  which  the  bar  is  bad,  we  come  to  the  last  of  the 
series,  Cumberland  Sound,  St.  Mary’s  entrance,  Fernandina,  which  we 
have  described  at  length  in  our  first  memoir  on  the  occupation  of 
Fernandina. 

Thus  you  will  perceive  from  our  brief  enumeration  that  in  this  extent 
of  coast  of  but  little  more  than  100  miles  there  are,  exclusive  of  Tybee, 
five  harbors  of  refuge,  convenient,  well  situated,  and  by  no  means 
unequally  distributed  throughout  this  short  distance. 

An  equally  brief  notice  of  the  sounds  and  inlets  will  enable  you  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  business  and  navigation  which  would  be 
brought  under  control  by  the  military  and  naval  occupation  of  these 
waters  and  their  tributaries.  We  will  take  them  as  they  stand  in  their 
natural  order  of  position  from  north  to  south. 

All  that  relates  to  Calibogue  Sound  and  Tybee  entrance  must  be 
treated  separately,  because  the  possession  of  them  involves  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah. 

Wassaw  Sound  and  St.  Augustine  River  [Creek]  are  next.  They 
form,  in  fact,  a  second  entrance  into  Savannah  River,  St.  Augustine 
Branch  uniting  with  the  main  stream  4  miles  below  Savannah.  Steam¬ 
boats  from  Savannah  to  Fernandina,  or  the  St.  John’s  River,  pass  out 
at  Wassaw  Sound,  reentering  at  Ossabaw  or  Sapelo;  or  else  they  pass 
by  a  narrow,  tortuous,  and  shoal  channel  through  the  Romerly  Marsh, 
south  of  Skiddaway  Island,  where  there  is  but  3J  feet  at  low  water. 
Vessels  are  warped  through. 

Ossabaw  Sound. — After  entering  this  sound  the  channel  divides. 
The  west  branch  leads  into  the  Great  Ogeechee  River,  which  has  a  bar 
of  14  feet;  the  east,  into  Vernon  River,  which  has  a  bar  of  12  feet  at 
the  entrance.  Deep  water  is  carried  up  the  Vernon  River  to  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  on  which  there  is  14  feet  of  water. 
Thirteen  feet  can  be  carried  up  to  Montgomery  on  the  Vernon  River, 
the  site  of  a  proposed  city,  but  in  fact  a  plantation.  The  Ogeechee 
River  heads  high  up  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  has  rich  rice  planta¬ 
tions  upon  its  banks;  there  is  10  feet  of  water  7  miles  up.  The  so- 
called  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Railroad,  from  Savannah  southwest, 
crosses  the  Ogeechee  about  20  miles  from  the  Ossabaw  Bar  and  15 
from  Savannah. 

St.  Catherine’s  Sound. — Into  this  sound  empty  the  Medway,  or  Sud¬ 
bury  River,  which  has  rice  plantations  upon  its  banks  and  the  small 
village  of  Sudbury,  about  9  miles  from  the  sea,  and  also  Newport  River. 

Sapelo  Sound  is  a  broad  and  deep  sheet  of  water,  which  receives 
numerous  rivers  and  arms  of  the  sea,  or  creeks  of  no  special  importance. 
Sapelo  River  is  merely  a  continuation  of  Sapelo  Sound. 

Doboy  Sound  and  the  arms  of  the  sea  connected  with  it  occupy  a 
space  some  12  miles  wide  between  Sapelo  and  Altamaha  rivers.  Darien 
River  is  one  of  these  arms  and  the  old  town  of  Darien,  once  a  place  of 
considerable  business,  stands  on  the  left  hand  about  13  miles  from 
Sapelo  light  house.  Fifteen  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  to  Darien. 

Altamaha  Sound  is  much  interrupted  in  its  navigation  by  islands  and 
shoals,  but  Altamaha  River  and  its  tributaries  reach  the  center  of  the 
State,  Macon  being  upon  the  Ocmulgee,  one  of  its  two  principal 
branches. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


205 


St.  Simon’s  Sound  and  Turtle  River  lead  to  Brunswick  and  Blythe 
Island,  purchased  by  the  United  States  for  the  site  of  a  naval  depot. 

Frederica,  Mackay’s,  and  Back  rivers,  which  are,  in  fact,  arms  of  the 
sea  or  creeks,  come  in  at  the  eastern  head  of  the  sound.  Frederica 
River  is  on  the  main  passage  between  Altamalia  and  St.  Simon’s 
Sound,  next  to  St.  Simon’s  Island. 

The  sound  is  about  4  miles  long  and  1  mile  wide.  From  the  bar  to 
Brunswick  is  about  13  miles  and  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  naval 
depot  about  15  miles.  The  navigation  is  easy  and  3£  fathoms  can  be 
carried  to  near  the  shore  of  Blythe  Island.  The  Brunswick  Railroad 
now  connects  with  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Railroad.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  we  spoke  of  St.  Simon’s  as  one  of  the  best  entrances 
on  the  Southern  coast,  and  we  may  add  that  it  is  specially  adapted  for 
a  naval  depot  at  this  period  and  for  the  particular  service  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound  receives  the  Saltilla  [Satilla]  River  that  drains 
the  interior  of  the  southern  part  of  Georgia,  from  which  it  receives 
many  tributaries;  among  them  are  the  Little  Saltilla  | Satilla]  on  the 
northeast  and  the  Jekyl  on  the  north,  or  rather  the  Jekyl  Creek,  which, 
running  close  by  Jekyl  Island,  forms  part  of  the  communication 
between  Savannah  and  Frederica. 

Cumberland  Sound,  already  described  in  our  first  memoir,  completes 
the  list. 

In  the  above  enumeration  we  have  not  included  all  the  particulars 
in  our  possession.  We  have  merely  presented  a  sketch  or  outline  of 
this  region,  or,  of  its  means  of  intercommunication,  and  of  its  fertility; 
even  designed  to  be,  as  it  is,  a  mere  sketch,  it  would  be  incomplete  if 
we  were  not  to  repeat  at  the  conclusion  that  an  inland  passage  from 
Savannah  to  Fernand  in  a,  long  used  by  steamboats  drawing  5  feet  of 
water,  unites  in  one  common  interest  and  intercourse  all  the  bays, 
sounds,  rivers,  and  inlets  of  which  we  have  given  but  little  more  than 
the  names.  A  superior  naval  power  must  command  the  whole  of  this 
division  of  the  coast.  It  will  be  occupied  by  the  party  or  nation, 
whichever  it  may  be,  that  chooses  to  place  armed  steamers  of  suitable 
draft  in  its  interior  waters,  and  fortifications  of  sufficient  strength  at 
the  mouth  of  its  inlets.  And  the  naval  power  that  commands  the  coast 
of  Georgia  will  command  the  State  of  Georgia. 

For  what  would  be  the  means  and  resources  of  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  hands  of  rebels  if  its  peculiar  productions 
could  only  find  a  market  by  passing  through  the  hands  of  its  loyal 
citizens  holding  offices  by  appointment  of  the  General  Government. 

Beyond  the  bars  of  the  inlets,  which  are  at  distances  from  the  laud 
varying  from  to  5  miles,  the  exterior  seacoast  is  free  from  dangers. 
As  a  general  thing  between  4  and  5  fathoms  are  to  be  found  at  from  4 
to  6  miles  from  the  land  all  the  way  from  Tybee  to  St.  Andrew’s. 
Farther  south  the  slope  of  the  bottom  is  more  steep.  And  it  will 
serve  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  facility  with  which  this  coast  can  be 
approached  at  night  and  in  thick  weather  to  mention  that  at  an  aver¬ 
age  distance  of  I'M  miles  the  depth  is  fathoms.  At  an  average  dis¬ 
tance  of  24  miles  the  depth  is  11£  fathoms;  at  an  average  distance  of 
36  miles  the  depth  is  13^  fathoms;  at  an  average  distance  of  48  miles 
the  depth  is  15£  fathoms,  and  at  an  average  distance  of  60  miles  the 
depth  is  17  fathoms. 

At  the  same  time  the  depth  is  not  a  uniform  and  unfailing  test  of  the 
distance  from  the  land  at  every  part  of  the  coast;  we  are  speaking  of 
averages  only. 
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Our  third  subsection  extends  from  Fernandina  to  Cape  Florida,  and 
embraces  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s,  the  harbor  of  St.  Augustine,  and 
all  the  east  coast  of  Florida.  St,  John’s  aud  St.  Augustine  will  be 
blockaded,  we  presume,  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  lower  coast  may  be  placed  under  the  scrutiny  of  two  or  more 
small  cruisers,  by  which  its  shores  will  be  continually  traversed,  and 
its  bays  inspected.  It  cau  hardly  be  said  to  be  inhabited,  and  is  of  no 
great  consequence  as  a  convenient  place  of  resort  for  pirates.  Having 
finished  all  we  have  to  say  upon  the  sections  and  subsections  separately, 
we  will  offer  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  general  blockade  of  the 
Southern  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape 

Florida.  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

In  the  administration  of  the  military  affairs  of  the  country,  it  has 
been  found  expedient  to  increase  the  number  and  diminish  the  extent 
of  the  military  departments,  so  also  the  number  of  home  squadrons  has 
been  doubled. 

But  we  have  been  led  in  the  preparation  of  these  memoirs  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous,  that  it  would  conduce 
still  further  to  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  if  each  of  the  two  sections 
into  which  we  have’divided  this  coast  were  made  a  naval  station  and 
comprised  the  limits  of  a  separate  command  analogous  to  the  military 
departments.  We  have  aimed  to  show  that  these  sections  possess  dis¬ 
tinct  geograpical  features  and  require  distinct  treatment,  and  on  those 
distinctions  our  opinion  mainly  rests.  But  we  may  add,  that  if  this 
plan  were  adopted,  and  if  vessels  were  assigned  to  ports  and  stations 
under  the  common  rule  of  the  naval  service,  that  is,  until  relieved,  then 
the  commander  in  chief  while  at  sea  within  the  limits  of  his  command 
could,  so  short  is  the  distance,  communicate  with  the  whole  line  of  his 
blockading  squadron,  either  in  person  or  by  his  tender,  every  day,  or 
every  two  days  during  ordinary  weather. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  President. 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  Member. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 

Major ,  U.  S.  Engineers,  Member. 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Commander ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Captain  Du  Pon  t,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  a  continuance  of  the  services  of  Major  Barnard,  U.  S.  Army, 
in  conference. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  August  2, 1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  hist  evening,  1  was  instructed  respectfully  to  request  you  to  apply 
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in  its  name  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  the  continuation  of 
the  counsel  and  services  of  Major  Barnard,  of  the  Engineer  [Corps]. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain  and  President » 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


0.  H.  Davis, 

Commander  and  Secretary. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Captain  Du  Pont ,  1J.  S.  Navy ,  in 
view  of  proposed  cooperation  with  the  War  Department  Jor  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 


Confidential.] 


Navy  Department,  Augtist  3 , 1861. 

Sir:  The  invasion  and  occupation  of  the  seacoasts  of  the  States  in 
rebellion,  as  proposed  by  the  Navy  Department,  having  been  accepted 
by  the  Government,  and  an  officer  of  great  merit  designated  by  the 
War  Department  to  organize  the  expedition  in  conjunction  with  the 
Navy,  you  are  hereby  selected  to  cooperate  with  this  officer. 

The  importance  of  this  expedition  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy  can 
not  be  overestimated;  and  in  confiding  its  preparation  and  organiza¬ 
tion  to  your  hands,  the  Department  hereby  gives  you  the  full  authority 
necessary  to  insure  success.  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  as  early 
as  practicable  and  communicate  this  order  to  the  officer  selected  by 
the  War  Department,  and  you  will  lose  no  time  in  getting  afloat. 

Further  orders  will  be  transmitted  to  you  before  sailing. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

IF  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Professor  Bache ,  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  to 
Captain  Du  Pont ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  closing  of  the  entrance 
to  Charleston  Harbor  by  sunken  vessels. 


September  4, 1861. 

Dear  Captain:  I  think  well  of  Fox’s  idea  of  closing  up  that  entrance, 
and  will  bring  you  the  evidence  for  examination  to-night. 

Yours, 

A.  D.  B[ache]. 

Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regardiny  depredations  com¬ 
mitted  upon  Florida  light-houses. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  York ,  September  6 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Light-House  Board,  that  on  the  2-’d  August  a  gang  of  pirates  from 
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Saint  Augustine  visited  the  light  house  at  Jupiter  hiul  removed  from 
it  the  leuses  and  all  the  illuminating  apparatus.  They  then  proceeded 
to  Cape  Florida  light,  the  leuses  of  which  they  broke  and  destroyed. 

I  have  to  recommend  that  early  measures  be  adopted  for  the  security 
of  the  lights  on  the  reef.  Their  loss  for  a  single  night  would  be  disas¬ 
trous.  A  small  steamer  of  light  draft,  such  as  the  Corwin ,  being  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  reef  for  this  duty,  could,  by 'activity,  effectually  deter  the 
outlaws  from  further  acts  of  violence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  f  rom  the  President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  urging  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  Port  Royal  expedition. 


Executive  Mansion,  September  18, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  To  guard  against  misunderstanding,  T  think  fit  to 
say  that  the  joint  expedition  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  agreed  upon  some 
time  since,  and  in  which  General  T.  W.  Sherman  was  and  is  to  bear  a 
conspicuous  part,  is  in  no  wise  to  be  abandoned,  but  must  be  ready  to 
move  by  the  1st  of,  or  very  early  in  October.  Let  all  preparations  go 
forward  accordingly. 

Yours,  truly, 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  Lincoln. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
assume  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  have  decided  to  divide  the  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  at  the  junction  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  have 
intrusted  the  northern  division  to  Captain  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  who 
hoists  his  flag  at  Hampton  Roads  to-morrow.  Reposing  equal  confi¬ 
dence  in  your  capacity  and  energy,  you  are  hereby  detached  from  the 
command  ot  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard  and  assigned  to  the  southern 
division,  extending  to  Cape  Florida.  The  Wabash  has  been  ordered  to 
New  York,  where  you  will  join  her  and  hoist  your  flag.  Further 
instructions  will  be  given  before  your  departure. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  Captain  Goldsborough, 
which  you  will  also  consider  as  part  of  your  instructions. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Blockading 


Gideon  Welles. 
Squadron. 


See  Series  I,  vol.  6,  p.  233. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  209 

Report  of  Gupta  in  Du  Pou  t ,  1  .  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  his  assignment  to 

the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  and  applying 

for  certain  vessels. 

Washington,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  order  of  this  date,  appointing  me  to  the  command  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Blockading  Squadron. 

This  mark  of  confidence,  with  its  grave  responsibilities,  was  not 
looked  for  by  me,  but  witli  God’s  support  and  direction  I  will  not 
disappoint  the  Department. 

The  order  of  to-day  was  doubtless  intended  to  add  vigor  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  Department’s  instructions  previously  given  me,  and  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  a  suggestion  in  reference  to  the 
expeditions  ordered  by  the  Department  which  may  aid  in  giving  them 
such  efficiency  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

On  the  southern  coast  (Atlantic)  the  Department  is  aware  that  the 
expedition  now  contemplated  can  not  have  the  covering  support  of  our 
great  steam  frigates,  as  at  Hatteras,  and  while  the  ships  purchased  and 
converted  into  vessels  of  war  by  the  remarkable  energy  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  are  of  the  utmost  value,  not  only  for  blockading  but  for  attacking, 
yet  it  would  be  desirable  that  these  ships  should  not  be  the  first  to  come 
under  the  fire  of  the  forts;  not  so  much  because  their  guns  are  lighter, 
but  owing  to  their  very  light  scantling,  a  point  which  the  practical 
knowledge  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  will  fully  appreciate. 

If  the  Department,  therefore,  can  spare  me,  for  a  short  time,  the 
Faicnee,  Iroquois ,  Mohican,  and  Seminole,  carrying  as  they  do  XI  inch 
guns,  with’  the  three  or  four  gunboats- which  I  earnestly  trust  will  be 
finished  in  time,  we  shall  have  a  force  calculated  to  stand  the  brunt  of 
the  first  attack  from  the  forts.  So  soon  as  the  expeditions  are  through 
these  valuable  vessels  can  be  apportioned  to  the  different  squadrons  as 
the  Department  may  deem  best,  remarking  only  that  the  general 
composition  of  the  southern  squadron  should  be  vessels  of  light  draft. 

On  the  receipt  of  my  first  orders  the  Department  kindly  promised 
that  a  special  battalion  of  300  marines  should  be  attached  to  my  com¬ 
mand,  and  the  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Corps  received  orders 
accordingly.  Will  the  Department  please  renew  its  order,  in  view  of 
the  very  short  time  now  left  to  be  ready. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain,  Commanding  Southern  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wtelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington. 

[indorsement.] 

Let  the  vessels  be  detailed  for  duty  as  requested. 

W[elles]. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Colonel  Commandant  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  preparation ■  of  battalion. 

Navy  Department,  September  19,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  have  the  battalion  of  marines,  which  you  had  verbal 
orders  to  prepare,  ready  to  move  from  the  1st  to  the  5tli  of  October. 
Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Colonel  Jno.  Harris, 

Commandant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting 
an  issue  of  rifles  for  marines  under  orders  for  special  service. 


Navy  Department,  September  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  cause  to  be  issued  imme¬ 
diately,  for  special  service,  300  rifled  muskets,  caliber  .58,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States  marines,  to  be  delivered  at  headquarters  to  Major 
William  B.  Slack,  quartermaster  Marine  Corps.  A  battalion  of  300 
marines  is  to  leave  with  the  fleet  for  important  operations  connected 
with  the  movements  of  our  squadrons,  and  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  furnish  them  with  the  same  musket  which  the  Marine  Corps  have 
heretofore  used,  viz,  the  Springfield  rifle,  caliber  .58. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1861. 
Purchase  the  boats  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout  requires.  An  order  will  go 
to-day  relative  to  the  other  suggestions. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Geo.  D.  Morgan, 

New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
authorizing  the  employment  of  contrabands  on  board  ships  of  rear. 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  finds  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  large  and  increasing  number  of  persons  of  color,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  ‘‘contraband,”  now  subsisted  at  the  navy  yards  and 
on  board  of  ships  of  war.  They  can  neither  be  expelled  from  the  service 
to  which  they  have  resorted  nor  can  they  be  maintained  unemployed; 
and  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  render  necessary 
and  regular  services  without  a  stated  compensation.  You  are  therefore 
authorized,  when  their  services  can  be  made  useful,  to  enlist  them  for 
the  naval  service  under  the  same  forms  and  regulations  as  apply  to 
other  enlistments.  They  will  be  allowed,  however,  no  higher  rating 
than  boys,  at  a  compensation  of  $10  per  month  and  one  ration  a  day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Appointed  to  Command  Southern  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Wilmington,  Del. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-0  fleer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
trasmitting  copy  of  letter  from  a  loyal  citizen  in  the  Southern  States 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  the  South. 


Navy  Department,  October  2,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  without  name,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  Department.  Although 
the  name  is  withheld,  the  facts  stated  are  interesting  and  valuable. 
Very  respectfully, 


*  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron, 


Gideon  Welles. 
Son  them  Division. 
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‘  .  V  A  loyal  Citizen  of  .  a  Southern  State,  I  have  some  information  which  may  he 
Arm  v1  Ini  r  i  ^eminent.  Ihe  New  York  Herald’s  account  of  the  Confederate 
Arm,\ ,  published  September  20,  is  correct  in  regard  to  those  regiments  with  which  I 

been  °tI hnwf 'hi  iATp  ?u“.be.rs  of  gnns,  many  of  large  size,  8-inch  and  over,  have 
P  Tv!  “  *  }  Pl!la8bl-  1U  batteries  near  Tybee  light,  at  Ossabaw,  etc.  At 
.  88abaw  there  aie  lour  ten-gun  batteries  bearing  upon  the  channel.  Fort  Jackson 
but  S’,1’'8  are  in  position,  and  it  is  ready  for  occupation  upon 
alaim.  1  01 1 1  ulaski  is  said  to  contain  all  the  men  necessary  to  man  its  full  comnle- 
ment  ot  guns,  of  whom  the  Chatham  Artillery,  of  considerable  practice,  are  part 
^I  he  (  on federates  fear  that,  our  vessels  will  take  the  North  Channel,  said  to  have 
_0  leet  ot  water,  avoid  the  Tybee  Channel  batteries,  and,  with  light-draft  vessels 
take  up  positions  unfavorable  to  Fort  Pulaski  and  perhaps  pass  up  the  river 
At  Drift n,  La.,  there  is  a  large  camp  said  to  contain  16,000  men,  who  are  held  in 
icaamess  to  be  moved  to  the  coast  the  moment  there  is  any  appearance  of  an  attempt 
to  land,  it  is  composed  of  up-countrymen,  who  are  more  afraid  of  the  malarious  dis¬ 
tricts  on  the  coast  than  even  Northerners.  If  they  should  be  called  to  the  coast  even 
An  a  8tr°nS  b;!nt;  the  injury  and  annoyance  would  be  great,  especially  at  this  season. 
All  pomts  on  Tyl)ee  Island  supposed  to  he  practicable  for  landing  are  protected  by 
land  batteries.  1  J 


Edward  Anderson,  formerly  in  ihe  Navy,  went  to  Europe  some  months  since  in  the 
English  yacht  (formerly  the  America),  as  said,  partly  to  buy  two  iron-plated  steam 
war  vessels.  Commodore  Tattnall,  with  a  fleet  of  gunboats  made  from  the  rivertow- 
bo  .  and  steamers,  armed  with  heavy  guns,  has  been  for  sometime  waiting  their 
arrival  to  assist  in  driving  oft  any  United  States  vessel  or  vessels  that  maybe  off  the 
bar  at  the  time.  I  am  convinced  from  careful  examination  of  the  subject  that  a  few 
small  properly  constructed  iron-plated  vessels  could  pass  Fort  Pulaski,  disable  Fort 
Jackson,  and  thereafter  take  such  a  position  as  to  either  compel  the  surrender  of  the 
town  and  the  forts  or  to  enable  them  to  destroy  the  city  and  retire  in  perfect  safety. 
By  passing  up  Back  River  they  could  ascend  the  river  to  tho  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Railroad  bridge  and  destroy  the  communication  by  that  route.  Then,  by  drop- 
pmg  down  1  lont  River  to  within  1  mile  of  the  city  they  could  completely  command 
the  track  of  the  Central  Railroad  and  workshops, 'in  which  a  double  set  of  hands  are 
-employed  on  gun  carriages.  These  vessels  should  be  built  broad  and  of  light  draft. 
.Such  vessels  might  pass  Fort  Pulaski  without  replying  to  its  lire,  or  if  the  enemy 
were  sheiled  out  of  the  open  batteries  at  Ossabaw,  as  at  Hatteras,  the  way  would 
be  open  to  Savannah  via  St.  Augustine  Creek,  with  only  Fort  Jackson  to  silence, 
provided  the  enemy  were  not  given  time  to  erect  batteries  at  Thunderbolt  and 
Causton’s  Bluff. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  stock  in  the  Savannah  Side  Wheel  Steamship  Company  belonged 
to  the  Central  Railroad  Company  of  Georgia,  which  has  vigorously  transported  men, 
guns,  and  all  war  material,  and  in  various  other  ways  assisted  the  rebellion.  It  also 
owned  a  large  share  in  the  Guyler,  Montgomery,  and  Huntsville,  all  of  which  are,  I 
believe,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  probably  come  under  the  confiscation 
act.  A  share  of  the  propellers  also  belongs  to  the  Savannah  agents,  of  whom  Henry 
Bingham  is  now  in  New  York  looking  after  his  interests. 

The  claims  made  of  the  unanimity  of  the  people  of  the  South  in  their  undertaking 
are  not  well  founded. 

The  expressions  of  opinion  are  unanimous,  but  not  less  than  300  of  the  middle-aged 
men  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  comprising  a  majority  of  the  business  men  of  the  place, 
are  secretly  loyal.  The  great  fear  among  many  of  them  is  that  the  United  States 
Government  does  not  know  how  strong  the  rebels  are  at  home,  and  that  consequently 
the  war  will  not  be  prosecuted  with  the  req uired  vigor.  A  fear  is,  however,  beginning 
to  arise  among  them  that  there  is  to  be  difficulty  in  distinguishing  unwilling  and 
coerced  citizens  from  active  traitors. 

Being  entirely  unrepresented  in  Congress,  or  any  part  of  the  Government,  they  are 
beginning  to  feel  very  bitterly  the  neglect  and  misunderstanding  of  their  condition 
and  their  necessities  which  naturally  grow  [out]  of  it.  It  was  one  of  the  many 
neglected  duties  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  [not]  to  have  adopted  some  plan  by 
which  the  oppressed  loyal  men  of  the  South  could  have  been  represented  and  heard. 

I  hope  soon  to  be  in  possession  of  more  accurate,  fresh,  and  full  information.  I 
have  no  way  at  present  of  proving  my  loyalty  and  good  faith  except  so  far  as  this 
act  and  a  simple  claim  to  the  same  may  be  proof.  I  do  not  give  my  name  at  this 
time,  but  in  a  few  days  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  with  safety. 

Yours,  truly. 


Mr.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  York,  October  7,  1861. 

Captain  Du  Pont  says  that  in  order  to  get  such  vessels  that  will  in¬ 
sure  success  he  will  be  unable  to  leave  New  York  before  Tuesday  next, 
so  as  to  leave  Old  Point  by  the  ISth.  In  consequence  of  an  unexpected 
delay  and  hiuderance  in  getting  off  our  ordnance,  I  regret  to  say  that 
it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  army  force  to  be  ready  before  that  time. 
I  am  doing  my  utmost,  but  the  ordnance  delays  us. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  October  7,  1861. 
The  store  vessel  Courier  will  go  with  you,  instead  of  to  Hatteras. 


Captain  S:  F.  Du  Pont, 

A  star  House ,  New  York. 


g.  y.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  8,  1861. 
Orders  went  to  Wabash  24th  September.  Conld  not  some  of  your 
vessels  be  sent  off  Georgia  to  intercept  the  vessels  expected  from 
England?  Would  it  interfere? 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

As  tor  House ,  New  York. 


Telegram.] 

New  York,  October  9,  1861. 

I  have  but  two  gunboats  and  the  Florida  and  James  Adger  ready. 
The  Susquehanna  is  the  most  fitting  vessel  to  send  off  Georgia. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard ,  Wash¬ 
ington,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  ll,  1861. 

Sir:  Several  of  the  steamers  employed  for  the  transportation  of 
troops  leave  New  York  to-morrow  and  will  be  at  Annapolis  on  Monday. 
You  will  send  to  that  port  two  of  the  river  boats,  to  be  used  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  After  this  duty  is  performed  let  them 
return. 

The  Seminole,  Pocahontas ,  Pawnee,  and  R.  P>.  Forbes  will  probably 
move  down  the  river  Tuesday  evening. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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New  York,  October  11,  1861. 

The  coal  will  be  attended  to.  We  are  working  hard  to  leave  Tuesday, 
and  hope  to  do  so  by  postponing  repairs  on  Wabash,  which,  though 
desirable,  are  not  indispensably  necessary.  I  would  like  much  to  see 
you.  If  you  leave  Saturday  night  you  can  be  with  us  Monday  and  be 
of  great  service. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

G.  V.  Fox. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  instruction  and  assignment  of  volunteers  under  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  October  11,  1861. 
Sir:  In  this  great  emergency  the  Department  has  made  many 
appointments  from  outside  of  the  Navy  for  the  numerous  vessels  fitted 
out.  It  made  them  upon  the  best  recommendations  possible  to  be 
obtained,  but  in  several  melancholy  instances  has  been  deceived. 

The  Department  relies  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  flag-officers  to  watch 
over  these  appointments,  instruct  them  carefully  in  their  duties,  perfect 
them  in  their  drill  at  great  guns  and  small  arms,  but  to  take  care  that 
no  movement  is  hazarded  by  being  confided  to  incompetent  hands. 

The  loss  of  one  of  our  useful  steam  tugs,  most  of  which  are  com¬ 
manded  by  persons  from  the  merchant  service,  would  be  felt  far  beyond 
its  pecuniary  value,  as  the  offensive  operations  of  the  Navy  thus  far 
have  been  skillful  and  successful.  You  will  make  such  changes  in  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels  and  the  subordinate  officers  as  shall 
insure  their  safety  and  efficiency,  reporting  your  action  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  The  patriotism  of  the  merchant  service  gives  us  a  volunteer 
force  of  excellent  seamen,  brave  and  loyal,  and  you  will  take  care  that 
the  inefficient  under  your  command  are  removed  immediately  from 
positions  of  trust,  and  if  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts  shall  war¬ 
rant  it,  you  will  send  any  one  home,  furnishing  the  Department  with 
the  written  evidence  upon  which  your  action  was  based. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  vessels  assigned  to  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  Upon  your  departure  from  Hampton  Roads,  assume  the  block¬ 
ade  of  the  southern  division  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  commencing  at  the 
junction  of  North  and  South  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  the  force  that  has  reported  to  you  at  New  York,  and 
that  which  has  been  ordered  from  the  Potomac  to  join  you  at  Hampton 
Roads,  the  following  vessels,  now  on  the  South  Atlantic  coast,  will 
form  part  of  your  squadron,  viz  : 

Sabine ,  Captain  Ringgold,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Vandalia,  Lieutenant  Haggerty,*  off  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

*  Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Vandalia  by  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  October  22, 1861. 
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Susquehanna,  Captain  Lardner,  oft’  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flag,  Commander  Sartori,  off  Charleston,  S.  G. 

Savannah,  Commander  Missroon,  off  Savannah,  Ga. 

St.  Lawrence,  Captain  Pnrviance,  off  St.  Simons,  Ga. 

Bale,  Commander  Yard,  off  Fernandina,  Fla. 

The  Roanoke  is  now  off  Charleston  and  the  Susquehanna  off  Beaufort, 
but  an  exchange  has  been  ordered. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  that  have  been  ordered  from  the  Poto¬ 
mac  to  report  to  you  at  Hampton  Roads: 

Seminole,  Commander  J.  P.  Gillis;  Pawnee,  Lieutenant-Commanding 
Wyman;  Pocahontas ,  Commander  Drayton;  R.  B.  Forbes,  Lieutenant 
Newcomb,  and  also  the  Penguin,  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  if  in  a 
suitable  condition  for  service  on  the  Southern  coast. 

They  will  leave  Washington  not  later  than  Wednesday  morning 
next. 


Whenever  it  becomes  imperative,  you  can  send  any  vessel  to  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  for  supplies  and  repairs,  or  farther  north,  as  your  judgment 
shall  dictate. 

So  soon  as  you  can  possibly  spare  the  tug  R.  B.  Forbes,  send  her  into 
the  Gulf  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Appointed  to  Command  South  Atlantic 


Gideon  Welles. 
Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  cooperative  measures  for  the  occupation  of  certain 

important  points  on  the  Southern  coast. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  order  to  suppress  the  present  insurrection  and  maintain  our 
Union  and  nationality,  the  Government  can  not  delay  vigorous  and 
effective  measures  upon  our  Southern  coast.  By  the  proclamation*  of 
the  1  resident,  on  the  19th  ot  April,  a  blockade  has  been  declared,  and 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  region  of  country  that  is  in  insurrec¬ 
tion  interdicted.  In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  are  persistently  sought  to  be  evaded,  and  to  extinguish 
the  rebellion,  it  is  necessary  to  take  possession  of  certain  important 
points  upon  our  Southern  coast  where  our  squadrons  may  find  shelter 
and  have  a  depot,  and  from  which  the  loyal  citizens  of  those  quarters 
may  be  protected. 

In  examining  the  various  points  upon  the  coast,  it  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained  that  Bull’s  Bay,  St.  Helena,  Port  Royal,  and  Fernandina  are 
6ach  and  all  accessible  and  desirable  points  for  the  purposes  indicated 
and  the  Government  had  decided  to  take  possession  of  at  least  two  of 
them.  Which  of  the  two  shall  be  thus  occupied  will  be  committed  to 
youi  discretion,  alter  obtaining  the  best  information  you  can  in  regard 
to  them.  Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  combined  wisdom  and 
judgment  ot  yourselt  and  the  general  in  command  after  you  shall  have 
obtained  the  facts  and  details. 

The  long  and  elaborate  investigation  which  you  have  given  the  sub¬ 
ject  during  the  summer  and  fall  as  a  member  of  the  board  selected  for 
that  especial  object,  enables  you,  with  the  free  communication  you  have 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  6,  pp.  619,  620. 
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had  with  the  Department,  to  bring  to  the  subject  a  very  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  whole  details  and  purposes  of  the  Government. 

The  men  and  means  embarked  in  this  expedition  are  of  such  magni¬ 
tude  that  the  country  lias  reason  to  expect  therefrom  great  and  grat¬ 
ifying  results.  It  is  believed  that  no  more  effective  blows  can  be  inflicted 
upon  those  who  are  engaged  in  this  causeless  and  unnatural  rebellion 
than  by  naval  expeditions  and  demonstrations  on  the  coast. 

Great  power  is  necessarily  intrusted  to  you,  and  with  it  great  confi¬ 
dence  in  your  discretion,  courage,  and  ability  to  guide  and  direct  the 
energies  of  the  brave  and  loyal  men  who  gladly  peril  their  lives  under 
your  lead  to  vindicate  the  nationality  of  the  flag,  sustain  the  integrity 
of  the  Union,  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  laws.  On  your  well  directed  efforts  and  those  of 
your  associates  will  depend  in  a  great  degree  the  speedy  and  successful 
termination  of  this  unhappy  contest. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  enjoin  upon  you  to  improve  every  favorable 
opportunity  to  cultivate  friendly  feelings  with  the  people,  and  induce 
them  to  return  to  their  duty  and  their  allegiance.  Impress  upon  them 
the  desire  of  the  Government  and  their  iellow-citizens  for  a  return  of 
those  xieaceful  relations  which  once  existed,  and  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  interrupted.  Your  acts  and  words,  on  all  occasions,  you  will 
make  correspond  with  these  declarations. 

The  military  force,  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
accompanies  the  naval  expedition,  will  cooperate  with  you  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  taking  possession  of  and  holding,  as  stated,  at  least  two  of  the 
places  that  have  been  enumerated,  and  in  concert  with  you,  taking  other 
measures  for  maintaining  the  national. authority  and  enforcing  the  exe 


cution  of  the  laws. 

By  a  recent  order*  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  you,  flag-officers  rank  as  major-generals;  but  no  officer  of  the 
Army  or  Navy,  whatever  may  be  his  rank,  can  assume  any  direct  com¬ 
mand,  independent  of  consent,  over  an  officer  of  the  other  service, 
excepting  only  when  land  forces  are  expressly  embarked  in  vessels  of 
war  to  do  the  duty  of  marines: 

The  President  expects  and  requires,  however,  the  most  cordial  and 
effectual  cooperation  between  the  officers  ot  the  two  services  in  taking 
possession  of  and  holding  the  posts  and  positions  on  our  Southern  coast 
which  are  designated  in  these  instructions,  and  will  hold  any  com¬ 
mander  of  either  branch  to  a  strict  responsibility  for  any  failure  to  pro¬ 
cure  harmony  and  secure  the  objects  proposed. 

T  viALitvAnf f'nllxr  nto  * 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc. 


{  S-T  taTj’  \  1\T  WuT  T  PS 


[Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

Navy  Department,  October  12 ,  1861. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  you  can  spare  the  Curlew  from  your  expedition,  you 
will  dispatch  that  vessel  north  to  contiuue  her  experimental  cruise. 
She  might  come  home  with  dispatches. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  )  ork . 


*  See  Series  J,  vol.  6,  p.  293. 


216 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

V 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
transmitting  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  naval  pro¬ 
tection  of  Florida  lights. 


Navy  Department,  October  14 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  herewith  encloses,  and  invites  your  early  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  subject  referred  to,  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  lltli  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  lights  on  the  Florida  coast  and  reef,  which  he  desires 
may  be  protected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Appointed  to  Command  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 


Treasury  Department,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  A  band  of  lawless  persons  have  recently  attacked  the  light-liouse 
and  destroyed  or  removed  the  expensive  illuminating  apparatus  from 
the  two  important  lights,  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape  Florida,  and  the 
Department  has  been  informed  that  the  two  important  lights  at  Carys- 
fort  Eeef  and  at  Dry  Bank,  near  Sombrero  Key  on  the  Florida  Beefs, 
have  been  threatened. 

Commander  Pickering,  lately  the  light  house  inspector  on  that  coast, 
is  of  the  opinion  (and  in  this  opinion  the  Light-House  Board  fully  con¬ 
curs)  that  a  small  vessel  properly  armed,  not  drawing  over  7  feet  of 
water,  could  protect  all  the  lights  on  the  Florida  Beefs  and  do  other 
efficient  service  by  cruising  in  the  Hawk  Channel  between  Cape  Florida 
and  Sombrero  Key.  There  are,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Coast  Survey 
charts,  entrances  through  the  reef  from  the  Florida  Beefs  into  Hawk 
Channel  south  of  Cape  Florida. 

This  .Department  has  received  numerous  communications  on  this 
subject  from  merchants,  presidents  ot  insurance  companies,  and  from 
other  sources  of  the  highest  respectability. 

I  would  be  ] (leased,  therefore,  il  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  service 
would  allow  of  the  employment  of  such  a  force  along  and  inside  of  the 
Florida  Beefs. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


^Telegram.] 


Annapolis,  October  14,  1861. 

No  news.  President  in  a  great  hurry.  When  will  the  Navy  be  con 
centrated  at  the  rendezvous”? 


T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General. 


Commodore  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  measures  for  preventing  the  shipment  of  supplies  to  the  enemy. 


Navy  Department,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  in  which  he  suggests  the  propriety  of  directing  a  vessel  of 
war  to  cruise  in  the  Gulf  Stream  between  Nassau  and  the  Florida  coast, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  shipment  of  supplies  to  the  rebels. 
The  Department  thinks  the  suggestion  a  good  one,  and  that  you  should 
carry  it  out  when  the  force  under  your  command  will  warrant  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Colonel- Commandant,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps  for  the  immediate  departure  of  marines  on  coast  expedition. 

Navy  Department,  October  15, 1861. 

Sir:  The  battalion  of  marines  under  command  of  Major  Reynolds, 
which  is  to  form  part  of  the  coast  expedition,  will  embark  forthwith  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  where  they  will 
report  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  on  board  the  Wabash. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Col.  JonN  Harris, 

Colonel  Commandant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  Washington. 


General  order  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  departure 
from  New  York  of  the  vessels  under  his  command. 

Circular.]  New  York,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  Until  further  instructions  are  issued,  the  following  general 
orders  will  be  observed  in  the  sailing  of  the  squadron: 

1st.  The  ships  composing  the  squadron  will,  on  signals  being  made, 
get  underway  in  the  succession  hereinafter  mentioned  and  take  up  the 
simple  order  of  sailing  of  the  line  ahead,  the  flagship  forming  the  lead¬ 
ing  ship  of  the  line  and  the  courses  varying  with  the  channels. 

The  order  of  succession  will  be  according  to  rank. 

2d.  After  passing  Sandy  Hook  and  hauling  to  the  southward,  the 
squadron  will,  on  signal  being  made,  form  the  general  order  on  two  hues 
of  bearing  making  a  salient  angle  of  90  degrees,  each  ship  making  an 
angle  of  45  degrees  from  the  course  with  the  bow  and  135  degrees  with 
the  quarter  ships,  the  commander  in  chief  occupying  the  vertex  of  the 
angle. 

To  form  this  order  the  ships  will  pass  alternately  to  the  port  and 
starboard  lines  of  bearing,  commencing  with  the  senior  officer  (after 
the  flag-officer)  present,  who  will  begin  the  maneuver  by  putting  his 
helm  to  starboard,  when  the  movement  will  be  simultaneous  through¬ 
out  the  squadron. 
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The  distance  or  interval  between  the  ships  in  the  line  ahead  will  be 
one  cable’s  length,  and  in  the  double  line  of  bearing  two  cables’  lengths. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  J.  B.  (foLDSBOROUGH, 

U.  S.  8.  Florida. 

P.  S. — In  the  event  of  separation,  the  rendezvous  is  Hampton  Eoads. 

S.  F.  D. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  of  his  departure  from  New 
York  with,  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Sandy  Hook ,  October  16,  1861. 

Sill:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  Department  that  I  left 
to-day  at  1  p.  m.  the  anchorage  off  the  Battery,  accompanied  by  the 
steamers  Florida ,  Augusta ,  and  Alabama,  and  the  gunboats  Unadilla 
and  Ottawa,  to  be  followed  in  a  few  hours  by  the  Seneca. 

I  leave  behind  at  the  navy  yard  the  Bienville,  Isaac  Smith ,  Pembina , 
Shaw  sheen ,  Ellen,  and  Whitehall. 

Having  sent  off  the  Adger  and  Curlew,  I  feel  a  great  desire  the  Bien¬ 
ville  should  be  pushed  forward. 

The  Mohican  arrived  in  the  night.  She  had  a  heavy  gale  after  leav¬ 
ing  Boston;  she  follows  tomorrow  night,  wanting  some  men,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U..S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  urging  dispatch  in'  the  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac 
Smith. 


Steam  Frigate  Wabash,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Isaac  Smith ,  under  your  command,  has  been  assigned  to 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Flag-Officer  Breese  will 
indicate  the  point  of  rendezvous.  I  write  to  urge  upon  you  every  exer¬ 
tion  that  will  accelerate  your  departure. 

It  you  can  leave  on  Thursday  evening  you  can  overtake  me  in  the 
roads;  if  later,  there  will  be  no  certainty.  I  shall  be  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  Isaac  Smith  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  Isaac  Smith. 


[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Bankhead, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pembina.\ 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
regarding  measures  for  making  hydrographic  surveys. 


Treasury  Department,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  ldth  instant,  requesting  that  authority  may  be  given  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  to  attach  the  steamer  Vixen  and 
schooner  Arago  to  the  tieet  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du 
Pont,  tor  the  purpose  of  making  hydrographic  surveys. 

^  I  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  authorizing  him  to  comply  with  your  request  should  the  vessels 
be  available. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[Enclosure.] 


Treasury  Department,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  16th 
instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  the  steamer 
Vixen  and  schooner  Arago  may  be  attached  to  the  fleet  under  command 
of  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  the  purpose  of  making  hydrographic 
surveys. 

Should  the  said  vessels  be  available  for  the  purpose  indicated,  you 
are  authorized  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Professor  A.  D.  Baciie, 

Superintendent  Coast  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  instructions  furnished  to  General  Sherman,  U.  S. 
Army. 

War  Department,  October  17,  1861. 


Sir  :  Yours  of  this  date  relative  to  the  instructions  to  General  Sher- 
mau  has  been  duly  received.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
this  Department  has  furnished  General  Sherman  with  copies  of  those 
instructions  for  the  naval  commanders  of  the  expedition. 

Bespectfully, 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary , 


Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copies  of  his  orders  relative  to 
cooperative  coast  expedition. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Annapolis ,  October  18,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  by  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  copies  of  certain  instructions  to  me  from 
Lieutenant-General  Scott  and  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet. 


[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir:  You  have  been  selected  to  command  the  land  portion  of  a  joint 
expedition  with  a  naval  squadron,  and  selected  on  account  of  its 
importance. 

A.  short  letter  of  general  instructions  you  have  already  received  from 
the  War  Department,  and  are  fully  impressed  with  the  principal  objects 
of  the  expedition.  Wishing-  to  leave  you  a  wide  margin  of  discretion, 
I  have  but  little  to  add,  and  that  little  relates  to  the  principles  which 
govern  cooperation  in  joint  expeditions. 

Noland  officer  can  be  subjected,  in  strictness,  to  the  orders  of  any  sea 
officer  unless  placed  oh  ship  to  serve  as  a  marine,  and  no  sea  officer 
under  the  orders  of  a  land  officer  unless  placed  in  some  fortification  to 
assist  in  its  defense,  or  before  it  to  assist  in  its  capture.  But  land 
troops,  embarked  in  vessels  of  war  for  transportation  merely,  will  be 
considered,  in  respect  to  naval  commanders,  as  passengers,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  internal  regulations  of  the  vessels. 

Cordiality  and  deference  on  the  part  of  our  land  forces  toward  those 
of  our  Navy,  in  the  joint  service  in  question,  need  scarcely  be  enjoined. 
Hearty  reciprocity  can  not  fail  to  be  the  result.  To  this  end  free  and 
frequent  conferences  between  the  joint  commanders  are  recommended. 
Accordingly  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
requires  and  expects  the  most  effective  and  cordial  cooperation  between 
the  commanders  of  the  expedition,  their  officers,  and  men,  and  will  hold 
all,  in  proportion  to  rank,  to  a  strict  and  severe  responsibility  for  any 
failure  to  preserve  harmony  and  to  secure  all  the  objects  of  the  joint 
expedition. 

You  will  take  care  to  maintain  strict  order  and  discipline  among  your 
troops;  not  to  neglect  opportunities  of  making  the  prescribed  returns 
to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  to  report  to  him  every  incident  of  impor¬ 
tance  that  may  occur  to  your  command. 

With  full  confidence  in  your  zeal  and  ability, 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

Winfield  Scott. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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War  Department,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  conducting  military  operations  within  States  declared  by  the 
proclamation  ot  the  President  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  you  will 
govern  yourself,  so  far  as  persons  held  to  service  under  the  laws  of 
such  States  are  concerned,  by  the  principles  of  the  letters  addressed  by 
me  to  Major-General  Butler  on  30th  of  May  and  the  Sth  of  August, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  furnished  to  you. 

Special  directions,  adapted  to  special  circumstances,  can  not  be  given. 
Much  must  be  referred  to  your  own  discretion  as  commanding  general 
of  the  expedition. 

You  will,  however,  in  general,  avail  yourself  of  the  services  of  any 
persons,  whether  fugitives  from  labor  or  not,  who  may  offer  them  to 
the  National  Government.  You  will  employ  such  persons  in  such 
services  as  they  may  be  fitted  for,  either  as  ordinary  employes  or,  it 
special  circumstances  seem  to  require  it,  in  any  other  capacity,  with 
such  organization,  in  squads,  companies,  or  otherwise,  as  you  may  deem 
most  beneficial  to  the  service;  this,  however,  not  to  lie  a  general  arming 
of  them  for  military  service. 

You  will  assure  all  loyal  masters  that  Congress  will  provide  just 
compensation  to  them  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  persons  so 
employed. 

It  is  believed  that  the  course  thus  indicated  will  best  secure  the 
substantial  rights  of  loyal  masters  and  the  proper  benefits  to  the 
United  States  of  the  services  of  all  disposed  to  support  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  while  it  will  avoid  all  interference  with  the  social  systems  or 
local  institutions  of  every  State  beyond  that  which  insurrection  makes/ 
unavoidable,  and  which  a  restoration  of  peaceful  relations  to  the  Union, 
under  the  Constitution,  will  immediately  remove. 

Respectfully, 


Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 


Simon  Cameron, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


Commanding  Expedition  to  the  Southern  Coast. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  Coast  Survey  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  regarding  the  preparation  of  Coast  Survey  vessels  for  duty 
in  Southern  ivaters. 

Boston,  October  18, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Boutelle  is  here  and  will  proceed  at  once  to 
New  York  for  the  Vixen,  which  is  meanwhile  preparing  for  sea  by 
Captain  Carlisle  P.  Patterson,  and  will  be  ready  on  Monday. 

The  schooner  Arago,  under  Mr.  Platt,  left  Eastport,  (Me.],  on  Tues¬ 
day  last.  When  she  reaches  New  York  she  will  require  a  pivot  gun 
and  two  rifle  sixes.  The  Governor  of  Maine  had  lent  two  sixes  to  her, 
but  required  them  to  be  landed  before  she  left  the  waters  of  the  State. 
Will  you  send  an  order  for  the  armament,  that  nothing  may  delay  her. 

I  write  to-night  to  Captain  Rodgers  about  the  Savannah  River,  of 
which  I  have  just  received  the  chart. 

So  far  matters  move  on  as  quickly  as  1  had  expected. 

Truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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Do  not  forget  to  apply  to  Secretary  Treasury  for  authority  to  be 
issued  to  Superintendent  Coast  Survey  to  detail  steamer  Vixen  and 
schooner  Arago  in  connection  with  the  blockading  squadron  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Du  Pont  for  surveying  purposes. 

Yours, 

A.  D.  B. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  movements  of 
the  U.  8.  steamers  Rhode  Island  and  Monticello. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  G.,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  leave  this  communication  to  inform  you  that  1  expect  to  reach 
the  Savannah  to-night  or  at  early  daylight,  and  that  the  steamer 
Monticello  proceeds  to  her  station  off  Savannah  this  evening  with,  as 
her  commander  informs  me,  thirteen  days’  fuel,  which  I  deem  it 
important  for  you  to  know. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•T.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Division ,  U.  8.  Forces. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  IT.  8.  Navy , 
■regarding  the  IT.  8.  8.  Iroquois. 

Navy  Department,  October  18,  1861. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  you  can  spare  the  Iroquois  from  your  immediate 
operations  dispatch  her  to  the  Gulf  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  William  Sewell  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding  the 

inefficiency  of  the  blockade. 

86  Cedar  Street,  New  York, 

October  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  off  the  port  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

Wo  are  some  12  miles  from  tlie  shore;  can  just  see  the  outlines  of  the  land  and 
that  is  all;  the  St.  Lawrence  is  here  also.  The  blockade  is  a  perfect  farce,  I  think, 
for  we  can  see  steamers  run  up  and  down  the  coast  every  day,  and  we  are  so  far  off 
that  we  are  useless;  before  we  could  get  underway  they  would  be  out  of  sight. 

The  letter  is  dated  in  August. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  show  you  how  things  are  done  there,  and 
will  account  for  the  escape  of  the  steamer  Nashville.  You,  sir,  have  to 
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bear  tli6  blame,  when  it  is  the  fault  of  the  commanders  of  the  vessels 
placed  there  to  blockade  the  port. 

^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Sewell. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  IT.  S.  Nary. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transportation 
of  marine  battalion  in  chartered  steamer  Governor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861— 8  p.  in. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  report  to  the  Department  an  important  modiheation 
which  I  have  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  marine  battalion. 

After  mature  deliberation  I  satisfied  myself  that  the  organization, 
discipline,  and  effectiveness  of  the  battalion  would  be  preserved  and 
improved  by  keeping  it  together,  a  measure  earnestly  recommended  to 
me  by  Major  Keynolds. 

k  urther,  it  may  occur  that  this  ship  would  be  taken  under  fire  before 
the  marines  were  landed,  and  thus,  without  rendering  any  assistance, 
they  would  be  unnecessarily  exposed  before  their  services  could  be 
availed  of. 

I  have  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  charter  a  steamer  (one  most 
opportunely  offering)  and  have  placed  the  whole  battalion  and  its 
officers  on  board  the  Governor ,  just  from  Boston  with  guns.  I  think 
the  charter  a  moderate  one  and  the  vessel,  drawing  only  7  feet,  will  be 
able  to  follow  wherever  wanted. 

The  battalion  was  a  good  deal  exposed  on  board  the  Pawnee ,  and  was 
much  relieved  at  getting  into  comfortable  quarters  and  under  cover. 

Every  moment  of  our  time  is  occupied  in  some  useful  preparation, 
coaling,  watering,  exercising  our  boats  with  their  howitzers,  etc.,  Com¬ 
modore  Goldsborough  doing  everything  to  help  us.  Nothing  down  yet 
from  Annapolis. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  charter  party  of  the  steamer  Governor. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  successful 
operation  of  the  gunboats  under  steam  or  sail. 

Flagship  Wabash. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  having  reported*  my  arrival  here,  I 
had  nothing  of  a  special  character  to  communicate  yesterday. 

It  has  occurred  to  me,  iu  the  absence  of  more  specific  reports  from 
their  commanders,  that  the  Department  would  be  gratified  to  learn 
that  the  gunboats  -are  quite  a  success  under  steam  or  sail,  so  far  as 
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oiu’  opportunities  of  judging  permitted.  This  ship  was  put  under 
double  reeled  topsails,  and  no  want  of  stability  or  any  other  detect 
presented  itself  in  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  'Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Codon ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron . 

Navy  Department,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  as  early  as  practicable  with  the  Mohican  to  New  York 
and  report  to  Commodore  Breese  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  part  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican ,  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Boston,  October  20,  1861. 

Please  give  telegraphic  order  to  New  York  navy  yard  to  arm  Vixen 
and  Arago  immediately.  Vixen  leaves  Tuesday. 

A.  D.  Bache. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox. 

[Endorsement.] 


Answered  October  20, 1801. 

Please  have  what  armament  you  have  put  on  board  the  Vixen  and 
Arago  early  as  convenient,  as  they  are  wanted  immediately. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Commandant  New  York  Navy  Yard. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  order 
of  movement  of  vessels  from  Hampton  Roads. 

Circular.}  October  23,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following-named  vessels  of  the  fleet  under  my  command 
will,  on  signals  being  made,  get  underway  and  leave  Hampton  Boat  Is 
in  the  third  order  of  steaming,  or  the  double  line.ahead,  viz: 


o 

Wabash. 

Ottawa, 

O 

o 

Unadilla. 

Pawnee. 

O 

o 

Seneca. 

Isaac  Smith. 

o 

0 

Pembina. 

Curlew. 

o 

o 

B.  B.  Forbes. 

Penguin. 

o 

o 

Pocahontas. 
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These  vessels  when  outside  will  form  the  line  abreast,  according'  to 
the  diagram,  except  the  two  last,  which  are  the  flanking  vessels  of  the 
column  of  transports  on  the  east  (as  shown  in  the  diagram).  They 
will  therefore  take  their  positions  as  prescribed  in  the  diagram  in  rear 
of  the  left  of  the  line,  and  await  the  transports. 

After  the  above-named  vessels,  will  follow  the  transports  in  succes¬ 
sion,  thus:  first,  the  Vanderbilt  and  those  composing  the  third  column 
of  transports,  of  which  the  Vanderbilt  is  the  leading  ship;  then  the 
Baltic  and  those  composing  the  first  or  center  column  of  transports, 
of  which  the  Baltic  is  the  leading  ship,  and  lastly,  the  A tlantic  and 
those  composing  the  second  or  right  column  of  transports,  of  which  the 
Atlantic  is  the  leading  ship. 

The  transports  will  form,  when  in  the  offing,  in  three  columns,  in 
the  line  ahead,  under  their  respective  leader,  as  shown  in  the  diagram. 

After  the  transports  will  follow  the  Florida  and  Augusta ,  which  are 
to  flank  the  transports  on  the  west,  and  lastly  the  Mohican  and  Semi¬ 
nole,  which  are  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  as  shown  in  the  diagram. 


The  following  general  directions  are  to  be  observed: 

1st.  Each  vessel  is  to  keep  her  own  place  in  line  abreast  or  ahead,  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  not  leave  except  by  signal. 

2d.  The  transports  will  follow  strictly,  with  or  without  signals  the 
leading  vessel  of  their  respective  columns. 

3d.  The  flagship  will  communicate  with  the  transports  through  the 
leaders  of  the  column  only,  and  by  means  of  Roger’s  marine  signals. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc.,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Blockading  instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont. 

General  Orders,  ) 

Xo.  i.  (  October  24,  1861. 

Commanding  officers  of  blockading  vessels  under  my  command  are 
to  be  governed  by  the  following  rules: 

1st.  Duly  notify  neutrals  of  the  declaration  of  blockade,  and  give  to 
it  all  the  publicity  in  your  power. 

2d.  The  blockade  must  be  strict  and  absolute,  and  only  public  armed 
vessels  of  foreign  powers  are  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports,  which 
are  placed  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

3d.  Protect  our  commerce  from  the  depredations  of  privateers,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  capture  them,  and  all  other  vessels  of  the  enemy 
whenever  you  can  do  so,  without  being  seduced  away  from  your  station. 

4th.  A  lawful  maritime  blockade  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an 
adequate  force,  stationed  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  sufficiently  near 
to  prevent  communication.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  arises  out 
of  the  occasional  temporary  absence  of  the  blockading  vessels,  pro¬ 
duced  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm,  which  does  not  suspend 
the  legal  operation  of  a  blockade;  and  to  take  advantage  ot  such  an 
accidental  absence  is  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  break  the  blockade,  and 
will  justify  the  application  of  penalties.  f 

5th.  A  neutral  or  foreign  vessel  proceeding  toward  the  entrance  ot  a 
blockaded  port  is  not  to  be  captured  or  detained  if  she  shall  not  have 
previously  received  from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a  special 
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notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This  notification  must 
be  inserted  in  writing  on  the  register  and  muster  roll  of  the  neutral 
vessel  by  the  cruiser  which  meets  her,  and  it  should  contain  the 
announcement,  together  with  statements  of  the  day  and  the  latitude 
and  longitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

6th.  Until  the  ports  are  closed  by  proclamation  (that  is,  declared  to 
be  no  longer  ports  of  entry),  the  warning  just  mentioned  is  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  to  all  vessels,  instead  of  capturing  at  once,  as  will  be  the  case 
when  they  come  to  be  so  closed. 

7th.  Vessels  leaving  guarded  insurgent  ports  without  legal  clearances 
are  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication.  If  it  be  claimed  that  there 
is  not  an  effective  blockade,  and  therefore  that  they  are  entitled  to 
depart,  still  they  must  not  disregard  our  municipal  laws  and  the 
requirements  of  the  National  Government.  If  they  do,  they  incur  the 
penalties  and  are  subject  to  the  forfeitures  which  tiie  laws  impose. 

8th.  Vessels  wit  h  contraband  goods  on  board,  approaching  any  of  the 
blockaded  ports,  or  vessels  that  may  have  cleared  for  any  of  those 
ports,  and  be  found,  with  a  due  warning  on  their  papers,  hovering  about 
any  ot  them,  are  all  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc . 


[To  accompany  General  Orders,  No.  1.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  24,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will,  after  receipt  of  this  order,  furnish  me  with  a  tabular 
statement,  weekly,  of  each  and  every  vessel  spoken  and  boarded,  with 
date,  name,  name  ot  captain,  nationality,  position,  cargo,  where  from 
where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  ’ 

You  will  take  care  to  examine  the  character  of  any  vessel  within 
your  reach. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

[Addressed  to  same  commanding  officers  as  preceding.) 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U  S  Navy 
regarding  the  shipment,  by  the  steamer  Fingal,  of  munitions  of  war  for 
the  Confederate  Government.  J 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  October  24,  1861. 

Sir:  Authentic  information  has  been  received  that  a  large  quantity 
of  rifles,  powder,  swords,  and  munitions  of  various  kinds  were  shinned 

d0i^0n  bi)ar?, the  steamer  Volletis ,  which  left  the  Thames  on 
the  _Dth  ultimo  for  Greenock,  Scotland,  where  her  cargo  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  new  iron  screw  steamer  Fingal.  The  transshipment 
is  made  to  throw  this  Government  off  its  guard.  The  Fingal  is  schooner- 
ngged,  with  two  masts,  has  a  round  stern,  the  bust  of  a  man  for  a  head 
has  one  deck  and  a  poop,  is  186  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide,  and  12  ^ 
feet  depth  of  hold.  She  is  British  built  and  her  tonnage  is  a  little 
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short  of  500  tons.  Her  cargo  consists  of  31,000  pounds  powder,  525,000 
cartridges,  1,550,000  percussion  caps,  1,500  rifled  Brown  Bessies,”  000 
sword  bayonets,  a  large  quantity  of  paper  for  cartridges,  and  other 
articles  much  needed  in  the  States  in  insurrection.  A  contract  has 
also  been  made  in  England  for  a  larger  amount  of  similar  articles,  to 
be  shipped  by  another  vessel  which  was  to  follow  within  two  weeks  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Fingal.  Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  to  be  shipped  as  occasion  offers.  The  Fingal  will,  of 
course,  sail  under  the  English  flag,  and  will  undoubtedly  attempt  to 
enter  one  of  the  Southern  jiorts.  Ihe  Department  does  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  urge  you  to  increased  watchfulness  to  prevent  this  vessel 
from  landing  her  cargo.  An  enumeration  of  the  leading  articles  on 
board  of  her  is  surely  sufficient  to  indicate  the  importance  of  prevent¬ 
ing  their  getting  into  the  hands  of  the  insurrectionists  and  of  capturing 
the  vessel  if  possible;  for,  if  she  fails' in  attempting  to  enter  one  of  the 
Southern  ports,  she  may  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  and  land  her  cargo, 
in  hopes  of  getting  it  into  the  States  in  smaller  quantities  and  at 
different  times. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

[Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 

Navy,  transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  trausmit  herewith  further  information  concerning  the  steamer 
Fingal,  which  is  fitting  out  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade,  as  is  suspected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Glasgow,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  send  you  such  particulars  as 
1  can  quietly  get  of  the  steamer  Fingal ,  which  has  been  rapidly  load¬ 
ing  arms  and  ammunition  at  Greenock,  ostensibly  for  Jamaica  and 
Honduras. 

This  steamer  at  time  of  writing  this  is,  I  am  informed,  getting  up 
steam  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  has  on  board,  my  informant  thinks,  about 
31)0  or  400  bales,  which  may  contain  army  uniforms  and  clothing,  about 
300  cases  of  rifles  and  150  cases  of  pistols,  some  cannon  (3  or  more), 
and  gunpowder. 

This  steamer  came  into  dock  at  Greenock  late  on  Sunday  night  last, 
and  commenced  receiving  cargo  and  has  worked  uninterruptedly  day 
and  night  until  this  afternoon,  when  she  hauled  into  the  stream  and 
received  her  gunpowder. 

She  is  supposed  to  have  on  board  500  or  000  tons  of  cargo,  ot  the 
description  as  stated.  The  cases  of  rifles  were  received  by  train  from 
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London  on  Saturday,  marked  “A,”  and  consigned  to  UA.”  I  employed 
a  competent  party,  fully  trustworthy,  to  watch  these  cases  and  give 
me  early  information  of  their  destination,  as,  in  accordance  with  my 
instructions  from  the  minister,  I  did  not  wish  to  appear  prominently  in 
this  matter.  Some  of  the  cases  were  opened  on  the  wharf,  and  the 
contents  were  found  to  be  very  superior  rides,  much  better  arms  than 
are  shipped  from  here  to  the  West  Indies  for  commercial  purposes.  I 
have  had  no  interview  with  any  of  the  customs  officials  in  regard  to 
this  vessel,  but  my  informant  has  conversed  with  some  of  them  and 
learned  that  they  had  been  suspicious  of  the  intended  destination  being 
for  a  lawful  purpose,  and  had  applied  to  the  board  of  customs  at  Lon¬ 
don  for  but  received  no  authority  to  detain  the  vessel.  My  informant 
intimated  his  suspicions  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  the  American 
coast,  which  they  said  was  quite  likely,  but  they  had  no  authority  to 
interfere.  As  this  vessel,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  sail  to-niglit  and  in 
due  time  make  her  appearance  somewhere  in  American  waters,  I  for¬ 
ward  a  description  other  appearance.  She  is  a  screw  propeller  of  4(12 
tons  register,  2  engines  of  120-horsepower,  nominal;  is  185  feet  long,  25 
feet  6  inches  beam,  12  feet  9  inches  deep;  has  one  deck  with  poop  cabin, 
two  masts,  schooner-rigged,  round  stern,  half  man  head,  iron  hull;  was 
built  on  the  Clyde  about  six  months  since  for  Mr.  David  Hutchinson, 
of  this  city,  a  very  respectable  merchant,  in  whose  name  she  still  stands 
registered  at  the  custom-house  here,  although  sold  by  him,  as  is  alleged, 
some  weeks  since  to  a  Mr.  A.  0.  Byrne,  a  stranger  here,  but  reported 
of  Liverpool.  The  master’s  name  is  Anderson.  Her  crew  have  not 
been  shipped  at  the  regular  shipping  office  at  Greenock,  so  I  can  not 
get  particulars;  but  I  understand  they  will  be  pretty  numerous  for  such 
a  small  vessel. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  get  further  particulars  of  the  cargo  and  outfits  of 
this  vessel  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Wm.  Cook, 

U.  S.  Vice-Consul. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Vary,  to  Captain  Lardner,  IT.  S 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  off  Charleston. 


Private.] 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads ,  October  25,  1861. 


Dear  Lardner  :  On  receiving  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the  engine 
ol  the  Susquehanna,  1  dispatch,  with  haste,  the  Alabama  to  preserve 
the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 

Wait  oft  Charleston  for  further  orders  from  me,  and  do  not  speak  of 
my  coming. 

Yours,  faithfully,  in  haste, 


Captain  James  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Susqueha 


S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

nna,  off  Charleston. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  On  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Haggerty , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Van d alia ,  to  convoy  coal  and  powder 

ships  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  duty  is  hereby  assigned  to  you  of  convoying  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous  the  coal  and  powder  ships  belonging  to  the  squadron 
and  to  the  transports  composing  this  expedition. 

The  armed  bark  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  of  the  volunteer  navy,  will 
assist  in  this  duty,  and  Captain  Baxter  is  ordered  to  report  to  you 
accordingly  and  wait  your  specific  instructions. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  placed  under  your  convoy: 

Belonging  to  the  squadron. — Brig  Belle  of  the  Bay .  bark  Jane  A. 
Bishop,  schooner  Western  Star,  brig  E.  P.  Stewart,  ship  Courier. 

Coal  ships  for  transports. — Aid  (schooner),  Charles  M.Neal,  N.  E. 
Clark,  Susan  F.  Abbott,  E.  J.  Allen,  J.  M.  Vance,  William  G.  Audenried, 
Sarah  J.  Bright ,  Elizabeth  English,  Effort,  Saratoga ,  Rachel  S.  Miller, 
Lewis  Chester,  Sarah  Cullen,  J.  Frambes,  J.  S.  Hewitt,  Snowflake ,  Jane 
Satterthwaite,  Willard  Salisbury,  I).  Maloney  (brig). 

You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  first  fair  wind  and  make  the  best  of 
your  way  to  the  port  designated  in  the  enclosed  confidential  communi¬ 
cation,  which  you  will  not  open  until  after  passing  Cape  Henry. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  our  necessarily 
slow  movements,  you  will,  provided  you  use  dispatch,  arrive  in  time  to 
take  part  in  the  operations  of  the  fleet. 

You  will  please  instruct  the  freight  vessels  in  your  convoy  to  make 
for  Savannah,  Ga.,  if  separated  from  your  pennant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty,  U .  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Vandalia,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  is  the  port  of  destination  for  yourself  and 
the  ships  under  your  convoy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty^,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Vandalia,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
'Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  convoy  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  report  yourself  to  Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  to  take  part  in  the  convoy  of  certain 


230  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

% 

V 

vessels  and  for  such  other  duty  as  lie  may  assign  to  the  vessels  under 
your  command. 

In  the  event  of  separation  from  the  Vandalia ,  you  will  open  the 
enclosed  confidential  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

-  OUfi ppy  ptf* 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

L  .  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roods,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  the  event  of  separation  from  the  Vandalia,  you  will  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dit  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Ravy, 

U.  8.  Bark  Gem  oj  the  Sea,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endorsed,  confidential.] 

To  be  opened  in  the  event  of  separation  from  the  Vandalia,  but  not 
otherwise. 


Repoit  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disabled  con¬ 
dition  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Shawsheen. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  28,  1861. 

Str  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Shaw- 
sheeen  from  New  York  in  a  disabled  condition. 

^Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Charles  Bordman,  the  carpenter  of  this 

I  have,  consequently,  ordered  Acting  Lieutenant  E.  R.  Colhoun,  com¬ 
manding  the  Shawsheen,  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  and  report  his  arrival 
to  the  Department,  from  which  he  will  receive  orders  concerning-  the 
necessary  repairs  to  his  vessel.  g 

^  eiT  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

m  n-m  si  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

blag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the 
his  squadron  from  Hampton  Roads. 


departure  of 


tt  7  ,,,  m  U.  B.  S.  WABASH, 

under  Steam,  Tuesday,  October  21),  1861—9  a.  m. 

•  ,M.Y  !?.BAR  S.IR  :  P,e^fe  i,lf'°rm  Mr.  Welles  that  we  are  off,  and  the 
wdl  soon 'eave.  There  seems  but  one  opinion  now  as  to  having 

wi  lbe  ^bz:^8^^1^  °Ur  pr6Sent  ProsPects  and  hopes 


Twenty-eight  days  ago  this 
the  wisdom  of  the  Departmen 


expedition,  though  long  meditated  by 
t,  had  id  reality  no  form  or  substance. 
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J 11  my  judgment  nothing  more  could  well  have  been  added  in  that 
time,  i  felt  at  the  time  of  the  final  decision  at  Mr.  Seward’s  house, 
October  1,  that  the  embarkation  at  Annapolis  was  an  error.  The 
troops  have  been  too  long  on  board,  and  are  too  raw,  but  the  generals 
are  able. 

The  ships  of  my  squadron  are  in  as  high  condition  as  1  can  expect, 
and  1  am  thankful  to  the  Department  for  its  endeavors  to  make  it  as 
efficient  as  possible,  and  to  your  practical,  intelligent,  and  personal 
supervision  and  zeal  I  shall  ever  recur,  whatever  the  results  in  store  lor 
ns  may  be. 

We  have  considerable  power  to  carry  on  an  offensive  warfare  ;  that 
of  endurance  against  forts  is  not  commensurate.  But  in  so  righteous 
a  cause  as  ours,  and  against  so  wicked  a  rebellion,  we  must  overcome 
all  difficulties. 

Please  give  my  highest  regards  to  Mr.  Welles,  and  believe  me,  my 
dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

9 : 30 — Pilot  leaves. 


Order  of  Commander  Missroon ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello ,  regarding  the  station  of  that 
vessel. 


IT.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Tyhee ,  October  31,  1861. 


Sir:  You  will  please  now  occupy  the  position  which  I  indicated  yes¬ 
terday,  at  tlie  northwest  extremity  of  the  curve  of  deep  soundings,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  by  vessels  to  pass  trom 
Savannah,  abreast  of  Hilton  Head  Island,  toward  the  channel  from 
Port  Royal  Sound  by  day  or  by  night,  and  especially  at  night. 

The  Coast  Survey  chart  shows  that  14  feet  may  be  carried  at  high 
water,  but  your  station,  as  near  Hilton  Head  Island  as  may  be  safely 
taken  by  your  vessel,  would  bring  such  vessels  under  your  guns. 

Let  it  be  regarded  as  your  night  station  particularly,  and  yon  will 
please  maintain  a  commanding  position  by  day  also,  except  by  special 


signal. 

I  believe  it  probable  that  attempts  will  now  soon  be  made  to  evade 
the  blockade.  Increased  vigilance  will  hereafter  be  observed  from  our 
mastheads  and  timely  notice  given  you  to  chase. 

Respectfully,  sir, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  Monticello. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  absence  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Monticello  from  the  blockade  of  Savannah,  Oa.,  November  1 
and  2,  1861. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  January  15,  1862. 


Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  reply  minutely  to  your  question  of  yesterday  in 
respect  to  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Monticello  from  her  station  off 


Savannah. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  1st  November  last  the  severest  gale  of  the 
season  set  in,  when  this  ship  and  the  Monticello  were  both  close  in  with 
the  Savannah  Bar,  and  both  proceeded  to  sea  without  interchange  of 
signals  as  a  measure  necessary  to  their  preservation. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  2d  November,  before  the  gale  had  abated, 
when  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  Monticello  hove  in  sight  and  made  signal, 
“Disabled  or  damaged  is  the  engine,”  followed  by  the  signal  for  per¬ 
mission  to  “fetch  into  port  that  1  can,”  to  which  I  assented  for  the  fol 
lowing  reasons,  viz,  the  difficulty  of  communicating  further  in  a  gale, 
the  responsibility  of  the  commander  for  his  statement  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  damage  which  he  had  represented,  and  particularly  the  fact  of 
her  inability  to  render  further  service  off  Savannah  for  want  of  fuel, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Braine  having  reported  to  me  two  days  before 
the  gale  of  the  1st  November  that  he  had  only  five  days’  fuel  on  board 
for  low  steaming,  and  knowing  that  the  expenditure  had  been  unex¬ 
pectedly  large  in  the  preceding  twenty-nine  hours. 

On  the  lsth  October  Lieutenant  Commander  Braine  reported  to  me, 
off'  Charleston,  that  he  had  then  only  thirteen  days’  fuel  on  board,  of 
which  1  notified  you  in  a  letter  left  on  board  the  Roanoke,  supposing 
that  you  would  receive  it  within  three  or  four  days  of  its  date. 

The  Bermuda  is  said  to  have  escaped  from  Savannah  on  the  night  of 
the  2d  November  in  thick  weather.  The  Monticello  could  not  have 
regained  the  station  to  have  prevented  her  departure  in  her  damaged 
condition. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Correspondence  regarding  rescue  of  the  marine  battalion  from  the  trans¬ 
port  steamer  Governor  by  the  IJ.  S.  ship  Sabine ,  November  1-3 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  of  leisure  to  transmit  to  you 
the  report  ot  Major  John  George  Reynolds,  commanding  the  battalion 
of  marines  attached  to  my  squadron,  in  which  he  relates  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  chartered  steamer  Governor  and 
the  rescue  of  himself  and  his  command  by  the  frigate  Sabine,  Captain 
Ringgold. 

TheDepartmentwill  find  this  report  exceedingly  interesting  and  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  of  nearly  all  the 
men  of  the  battalion  was  such  as  to  command  Major  Reynolds’  approval, 
as  it  will,  I  doubt  not,  receive  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department 

The  established  reputation  and  high  standing  of  Major  Reynolds 
might  almost  dispense  with  any  observations  of  my  own  upon  the 
bravery  and  high  sense  of  honor  which  he  displayed  in  disputing  with 
Mr.  Weidman  (though  not  a  seaman)  the  privilege  of  being  the  last  to 
leave  the  wreck. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Reports  of  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  commanding  battalion. 

U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 

At  Sea ,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  marine  battalion  under  my 
command  left  Hampton  Roads  on  transport  steamboat  Governor  on  the 
morning-  of  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  October,  with  the  other  vessels  of  the 
fleet,  and  continued  with  them  near  the  flagship  Wabash  until  Friday, 
the  1st  of  November. 

On  Friday  morning  about  10  o’clock  the  wind  began  to  freshen,  and 
by  12  or  l  blew  so  violently  we  were  obliged  to  keep  her  head  directly 
to  the  wind,  and  thereby  leave  the  squadron,  which  apparently  stood 
its  course. 

Throughout  the  afternoon  the  gale  continued  to  increase,  though  the 
Governor  stood  it  well  until  about  4  o’clock.  About  this  time  we  were 
struck  by  two  or  three  very  heavy  seas,  which  broke  the  port  hog  brace 
in  two  places,  the  brace  tending  inward.  This  was  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  breaking  of  the  hog  brace  on  the  starboard  side.  By 
great  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion 
these  braces  were  so  well  stayed  and  supported  that  no  immediate 
danger  was  apprehended  from  them. 

Up  to  this  time  the  engine  worked  well.  Soon  after  the  brace  chains 
[guys]  which  supported  the  smokestack  parted,  and  it  went  overboard. 
Some  3  feet  of  it  above  the  hurricane  deck  remained,  which  enabled  us 
to  keep  up  the  fires.  Soon  after  the  loss  of  the  smokestack  the  steam 
pipe  burst.  After  this  occurrence  we  were  unable  to  make  more  than  14 
pounds  of  steam,  which  was  reduced  as  soon  as  the  engine  commenced 
working  to  from  3  to  5  pounds.  The  consequence  was  we  had  to  stop 
the  engine  frequently  in  order  to  increase  the  head  of  steam.  At  this 
period  the  steamer  was  making  water  freely,  but  was  easily  kept  clear 
by  the  pumps  of  the  engine  whenever  it  could  be  worked.  About  5 
o’clock  we  discovered  a  steamer  with  a  ship  in  tow,  which  we  supposed 
to  be  the  Ocean  Queen.  To  attract  attention  we  sent  up  rockets,  which 
signals  she  answered.  When  our  rockets,  six  in  all,  were  gone,  we  kept 
up  a  fire  of  musketry  for  a  long  time,  but,  the  sea  running  high  and  the 
win< I  being  violent,  she  could  render  us  no  assistance.  She  continued 
on  her  course,  in  sight  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  About  3  o’clock 
Saturday  morning  the  packing  round  the  cylinder  head  blew  out,  ren 
dering  the  engine  totally  useless  for  some  time.  The  engine  was  finally 
put  in  running  order,  although  it  went  very  slowly.  The  rudder  chain 
was  carried  away  during  the  night,  the  water  gaining  constantly  on  us 
and  the  boat  laboring  violently.  At  every  lurch  we  apprehended  the 
hog  braces  would  be  carried  away,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been 
to  tear  out  the  entire  starboard  side  of  the  boat,  collapse  the  boiler, 
and  carry  away  the  wheelhouse.  Early  in  the  morning  the  rudderhead 
broke,  the  engine  was  of  very  little  use,  the  water  still  gaining  on  us 
rapidly,  and  we  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind.  It  was  only  by  the 
untiring  exertions  of  our  men  that  we  were  kept  afloat.  Nearly  one 
hundred  of  them  were  kept  constantly  pumping  and  bailing,  and  the 
rest  were  holding  fast  the  ropes  which  supported  the  hog  braces. 

Toward  morning  the  weather,  which  during  the  night  had  been  dark 
and  rainy,  seemed  to  brighten  and  the  wind  to  lull.  At  daybreak  two 
vessels  were  seen  on  our  starboard  bow,  one  of  which  proved  to  be  the 
U.  S.  8.  Isaac  Smith,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
of  the  Navy.  She  descried  our  signal  of  distress,  which  was  ensign  half- 
mast,  union  down,  and  stood  for  us.  About  10  o’clock  we  were  hailed 
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by  the  Smith  and  given  to  understand  that  if  possible  we  should  all 
be  taken  on  board.  A  boat  was  lowered  from  her  and  we  were  enabled 
to  take  a  hawser.  This,  through  the  carelessness  of  Captain  [C.  L.] 
Litchlield,  of  the  Governor ,  was  soon  cast  off  or  unavoidably  let  go.  The 
water  was  still  gaining  on  us.  The  engine  could  be  worked  but  little, 
and  it  appeared  that  our  only  hope  of  safety  was  gone. 

The  Smith  now  stood  off,  but  soon  returned,  and  by  1  o’clock  we  had 
another  hawser  from  her  and  were  again  in  tow.  A  sail  (the  propeller 
bark  Young  Rover )  which  had  been  discovered  on  our  starboard  bow 
during  the  morning  was  soon  within  hailing  distance. 

The  captain  proffered  all  the  assistance  he  could  give,  though  at  the 
time  he  could  do  nothing,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather.  The 
hawser  from  the  Smith  again  parted,  and  we  were  once  more  adrift. 
The  Young  Rover  now  stood  for  us  again,  and  the  captain  said  he  would 
stand  by  us  till  the  last,  for  which  encouragement  he  received  a  heart¬ 
felt  cheer  trom  the  men.  He  also  informed  us  [that]  a  large  frigate  was 
ahead  standing  for  us.  He  then  stood  for  the  frigate,  made  signals  of 
distress  and  returned. 

The  frigate  soon  came  into  view  and  hope  once  more  cheered  the 
hearts  of  all  on  board  the  transport.  Between  2  and  3  o’clock  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabine  (Captain  Ringgold)  was  within  hail,  and  the  assurance 
given  that  all  hands  would  be  taken  on  board.  After  a  little  delay  the 
Sabine  came  to  anchor.  We  followed  her  example,  and  a  hawser  was 
passed  to  us.  It  was  now  late  in  the  day  and  there  were  no  signs  of 
an  abatement  of  the  gale.  It  was  evident  that  whatever  was  to  be 
done  for  our  safety  must  be  done  without  delay.  About  8  or  9  o’clock 
the  Sabine  had  paid  out  enough  chain  to  bring  her  stern  close  to  our 
bow.  Spars  were  rigged  out  over  the  stern  of  the  frigate  and  every 
arrangement  made  for  whipping  our  men  on  board,  and  some  thirty 
men  were  rescued  by  this  means.  Three  or  four  hawsers  and  an  iron 
stream  cable  were  parted  by  the  plunging  of  the  vessels.  The  Governor 
at  this  time  had  3  feet  water,  which  was  rapidly  increasing.  It  was 
evidently  intended  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sabine  to  get  the 
Governor  alongside  and  let  our  men  jump  from  the  boat  to  the  frigate. 
In  our  condition  this  appeared  extremely  hazardous.  It  seemed  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  strike  the  frigate  without  instantly  going  to  pieces.  We 
were,  however,  brought  alongside  and  some  forty  men  succeeded  in 
getting  on  board  the  frigate.  One  was  crushed  to  death  between  the 
frigate  and  the  steamer  in  attempting  to  gain  a  foothold  on  the  frigate. 

Shortly  after  being  brought  alongside  the  frigate  the  starboard  quar- 
tei  of  the  Sabine  struck  the  port  bow  of  the  G overnor ,  and  carried  away 
about  20  feet  of  the  hurricane  deck  from  the  stem  to  the  wlieelhouse. 
The  sea  was  running  so  high,  and  we  being  tossed  so  violently,  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  slack  up  the  hawser  and  let  the  Governori&W  astern 
of  the  frigate  with  the  faint  hope  of  weathering  the  gale  till  morning. 
All  our  provisions  and  other  stores,  indeed  every  movable  article,  were 
thrown  overboard,  and  the  water  casks  started  to  lighten  the  vessel. 
Fiom  half  past  •  >  until  daybreak  the  Governor  floated  in  comparative 
safety,  notwithstanding  the  water  was  rapidly  gaining  on  her.  At 
daybreak  preparations  were  made  for  sending  boats  to  our  relief 
although  the  sea  was  running  high,  and  it  being  exceedingly  danger* 
ous  for  a  boat  to  approach  the  guards  of  the  steamer.  In  consequence 
the  boats  laid  off  and  the  men  were  obliged  to  jump  into  the  sea,  and 
were  then  hauled  into  the  boats.  All  hands  were  thus  providentially 
rescued  from  the  wreck  with  the  exception,  I  am  pained  to  say,  of  1 
corporal  and  0  privates,  who  were  drowned  or  killed  by  the  crush  or 
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contact  of  the  vessels.  Those  drowned  were  lost  through  their  disobe¬ 
dience  of  orders  in  leaving  the  lanks,  or  abandoning  their  posts.  After 
the  troops  were  safely  reembarked  every  exertion  was  directed  to  secur¬ 
ing  the  arms,  accouterments,  ammunition,  ami  other  property  which 
might  have  been  saved  after  lightening  the  wreck.  I  am  gratified  in 
being  able  to  say  nearly  all  the  arms  were  saved  and  about  half  the 
accouterments.  The  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  canteens  were  nearly 
all  lost.  About  10,000  round  of  cartridges  were  fortunately  saved,  and 
9,000  lost.  Since  being  on  board  of  this  ship  every  attention  has  been 
bestowed  by  Captain  Ringgold  and  his  officers  toward  recruiting  the 
strength  of  our  men  and  restoring  them  to  such  a  condition  as  will 
enable  us  to  take  the  field  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Too  much 
praise  can  not  be  bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com¬ 
mand.  All  did  nobly.  The  firmness  with  which  they  performed  their 
duty  is  beyond  all  praise.  For  forty  eight  hours  they  stood  at  ropes 
and  passed  water  to  keep  the  ship  afloat.  Refreshments  in  both  eating 
and  drinking  were  passed  to  them  at  their  posts  by  noncommissioned 
officers.  It  is  impossible  for  troops  to  have  conducted  themselves  better 
under  such  trying  circumstances.  The  transport  continued  to  float 
some  three  hours  after  she  was  abandoned,  carrying  with  her  when  she 
sunk,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  company  books  and  staff  returns.  In  order 
to  complete  the  personnel  of  the  battalion,  I  have  requested  Captain 
Ringgold  to  meet  a  requisition  for  several  privates,  to  which  he  has 
readily  assented.  I  considered  this  requisition  in  order,  as  I  have  been 
informed  by  Captain  Ringgold  it  is  his  intention,  as  orders  were  given 
for  his  ship  to  repair  to  a  Northern  port;  in  which  event  he  can  easily 
be  supplied,  and  my  command  by  the  accommodation  rendered  com¬ 
plete,  in  order  to  meet  any  demand  you  make  for  our  services. 

Under  God,  we  owe  our  preservation  to  Captain  Ringgold  and  the 
officers  of  the  /Sabine ,  to  whom  we  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  their 
untiring  labors  while  we  were  in  danger  and  their  unceasing  kindness 
since  we  have  been  on  board  the  frigate. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Geo.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Battalion  Marines ,  Southern  Division. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  /Expedition ,  Southern  Coast. 

P.  S. — List  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  drowned  and 
injured  by  attempting  to  leave  the  U.  S.  transport  steamer  Governor 
without  orders : 

Corporal  Thomas  McKeown,  Privates  Manus  Brown,  Timothy  Lacy, 
Lawrence  Gorman,  Thomas  Walker,  Robert  Campbell,  drowned; 
Private  Edward  H.  Miller,  cut  in  two  by  collision  with  Sabine;  Private 
Gustave  Smith,  arm  broken  by  collision  with  Sabine. 

.Jno.  Geo.  Reynolds, 

Major ,  Commanding  Battalion. 


U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 

Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  to  report  serious  disasters.  My  command  has 
suffered  greatly,  but  under  the  providence  of  God  we  have  been  pre¬ 
served,  and  I  hope  for  some  good  purpose  to  our  country  yet,  although 
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despoiled  of  the  full  and  ample  equipments  with  which  we  were  pro¬ 
vided  on  leaving  headquarters.  You  will  observe  by  the  detailed 
report  to  Commodore  Du  Pont,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed, 
we  are  being  re  tit  ted  for  service  and  hope  to  be  able  to  take  the  field 
when  required.  Captain  Ringgold  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  for 
the  good  of  the  officers  and  men — his  ship  being  bound  home,  has  prof 
fered  everything  at  his  command  toward  equipping  us  for  service.  1 
am  really  at  a  loss  to  convey  or  express  in  words  sufficiently  strong  my 
gratitude  to  Captain  Ringgold  and  his  officers  for  their  uniform  and 
undeviating  kindness. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  from  this  ship  9  privates  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  in  our  ranks  occasioned  by  loss  in  drowning,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Geo.  Reynolds, 

Comdg.  Battalion  Marines ,  Southern  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandant  Marine  Corps ,  Washington ,  />.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Sabine. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  while  cruising  off  George¬ 
town,  S.  C.,  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli, 
1  fell  in  with  the  transport  steamer  Governor  in  a  sinking  condition  (in 
tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  and  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  bark 
Young  Rover),  with  a  battalion  of  marines  under  command  of  Major 
Reynolds,  of  the  Marine  Corps. 

I  am  gratified  to  inform  you  that  after  great  difficulty  I  succeeded  in 
rescuing  the  whole  battalion,  with  the  exception  of  1  corporal  and  t> 
privates,  who,  through  their  own  imprudence,  threw  themselves  over¬ 
board,  hoping  to  gain  this  ship,  and  were  drowned. 

1  also  took  from  the  sinking  steamer  nearly  all  the  arms,  ammunition 
accouterments,  and  clothing.  *3ucli  of  the  latter  as  was  lost  1  have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  supply  from  the  stock  of  marine  clothing  on  board  and 
from  that  of  the  paymaster. 

1  have  also  complied  with  the  requisition  of  Major  Reynolds  for  8 
privates  from  the  marine  guard  of  this  ship,  7  of  them  to  fill  vacancies 
caused  as  above  stated,  and  1  to  supply  the  place  of  1  whose  arm  was 
badly  fractured  in  the  attempt  to  get  on  board  while  the  steamer  was 
under  our  starboard  quarter. 

Knowing  the  great  importance  of  the  battalion  to  you,  and  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  ray  own  conviction  of  duty,  and  the  urgent  desire  of  Major 
Reynolds,  1  did  not  hesitate,  temporarily,  to  leave  my  station  and  pro¬ 
ceed  with  all  dispatch  to  join  you  in  order  to  restore  so  valuable  a  nor 
tion  of  your  command,  separated  from  the  squadron  by  stress  of  weather 
and  saved  under  the  most  perilous  circumstances. 

My  ship  had  previously  sustained  serious  injuries,  and  while  engaged 
m  the  hazardous  duty  incident  to  the  rescue,  received  others.  Amon°- 
t  lem  the  spindle  of  the  capstan  was  found  to  be  sprung,  and  as  the  shin 
has  at  the  utmost  only  ten  days’  water  on  board,  it  is  absolutely  incun! 
bent  on  me  to  resume  the  blockade  and  carry  out  promptly  the  duties 
under  my  letter  of  instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli. 
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I  therefore  trust  you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  for  the 
transfer  of  the  battalion  to  your  squadron.  The  boats  of  my  ship  will 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Major  Reynolds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Weidman,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  steamer  Gov¬ 
ernor,  while  under  his  command. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  desire,  1  submit  the  following  as  com 
ing  under  my  observation  while  in  charge  of  the  steamer  on  which 
your  command  was  embarked  at  Hampton  Roads.  My  charge  of  the 
steamer  commenced  with  the  crash  of  the  hog  braces,  when  it  became 
quite  evident  to  those  who  observed  the  bearing  of  the  captain  of  the 
boat,  Mr.  Litchfield,  that  a  change  was  necessary.  This  was  on  the 
morning  of  Friday,  November  1,  about  11  o’clock.  In  taking  charge 
of  the  steamer,  the  following  facts  presented  themselves  for  my  action: 
Her  sponsons  were  found  leaky  and  in  an  unseaworthy  condition;  her 
hull  in  very  nearly  as  bad  a  condition;  her  pumps  in  wretched  order; 
her  hog  braces  rotten,  insecurely  fastened,  and  broken  in  several 
places;  about  2  feet  of  water  in  her  hold,  and  gaining  slowly,  all  pumps 
going.  To  remedy  the  condition  of  the  sponsons  in  a  measure,  I 
adopted  the  plan  of  changing  my  course  so  as  to  bring  the  wind  on  the 
quarters,  alternately,  so  that  after  clearing  one  sponson,  I  could  clear 
the  other,  and  in  the  meanwhile  keep  the  one  previously  cleared  in 
comparatively  good  condition.  To  assist  the  pumps,  bucket  companies 
were  formed,  some  of  yonr  officers  taking  charge.  We  gained  on  the 
leaks  after  bailing  lively.  Her  pumps  could  not  be  repaired  very 
readily,  but  one  of  the  privates  of  your  command  put  them  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  render  them  servici  able  for  some  time.  Her  hog  braces 
were  secured  as  well  as  possible,  they  lasting  during  the  whole  gale. 
The  gale  at  this  stage  of  our  difficulties  was  blowing  strong,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  heavy  sea.  Its  direction  about  8.  E.,  the  steamer  making 
a  N.W.  course  very  nearly.  I  exerted  myself  to  render  her  as  easy  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  which  I  found  was  facilitated  by  starting 
all  the  water  forward,  and  shifting,  at  different  periods  of  the  gale,  her 
deck  load  from  side  to  side.  Late  on  Friday  night,  two  vessels  were 
discovered,  which  we  signaled  by  means  of  rockets,  etc.,  hoping  that 
they  would  keep  by  us  during  tlie  gale.  They  answered  us,  but  we  soon 
lost  sight  of  them.  I  took  about  twenty  minutes  rest  at  midnight, 
when  you  and  Lieutenant  Corrie  aroused  me,  calling  my  attention  to  a 
change  in  the  weather.  I  informed  you  tliat  I  had  little  hopes  of  com¬ 
ing  out  safe,  and  proceeded  to  take  additional  precautions  for  the 
steamer’s  safety.  The  gale  changed  and  blew 'strong  from  the  south¬ 
ward  and  westward,  the  vessel  riding  easily  head  to  wind.  Several 
accidents  succeeded  each  other  in  quick  succession,  soon  after  culminat¬ 
ing  in  the  fall  of  the  smokestack,  the  bursting  of  the  steam  pipe,  and 
the  vessel  becoming  unmanageable.  Notwithstanding  these  discourag¬ 
ing  events  your  men  worked  nobly,  and  it  was  seldom  found  necessary 
to  reprove  any  of  your  men.  On  Saturday  morning  the  Isaac  Smith 
spoke  us,  giving  us  to  understand  that  she  would  save  all  of  us  at  any 
cost.  She  passed  us  several  hawsers,  but  unfortunately  our  vessel 
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acted  so  badly  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  reuder  her  iu  any 
degree  more  comfortable.  Soon  after  speaking  the  Smith  the  Young 
Rover  spoke  us,  and  gave  us  to  understand  that  a  large  frigate  was 
making  for  us.  It  proved  to  be  the  vessel  we  are  now  on.  She,  after 
a  great  deal  of  labor  and  ti  ouble,  succeeded  in  saving  all  of  us,  with  few 
exceptions,  who  were  either  drowned  or  killed  at  various  stages  of  the 
wreck.  Before  I  close,  I  must  mention  that  your  officers  aided  me 
greatly  in  my  attempts  to  keep  the  steamer  afloat,  particularly  Captain 
Wiley,  Lieutenants  Huntington,  Bartlett,  and  Mathews.  Of  the  crew, 
the  least  1  can  say  is  that  they  were  very,  very  worthless.  The  chief 
engineer  and  the  chief  mate  conducted  themselves  as  cowards  and 
traitors  only  know  how. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Weidman. 

Major  Reynolds. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine 

Corps. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  19 ,  1861. 

Major:  You  will  hud  herewith  a  communication  addressed  by  me 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding  your  report  iu 
relation  to  the  disaster  at  sea  which  overtook  the  transport  Governor , 
on  which  you  were  embarked  with  the  battalion  of  marines  under  your 
command. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  yourself,  to  the  officers,  noncom¬ 
missioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  battalion  my  warm  appreciation 
of  the  good  conduct  and  moral  courage  displayed  by  them  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  above  alluded  to.  Deprived  of  any  opportunity  to  exert  them¬ 
selves,  and  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  measures  to  meet  the 
emergency  proving  incompetent,  your  situation  was  a  more  trying  one 
than  any  encounter  with  our  enemy  could  have  been. 

I  felt  much  anxiety  iu  reference  to  the  battalion,  and  was  truly 
thankful  to  hear  of  its  safe  arrival. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

.  T  Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Major  Jno.  George  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 

his  services. 

Extract.]  u.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Friday ,  November  8.  1861. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  I  have  your  report  of  saving  the  marines,  and 
until  I  can  acknowledge  your  handsome  services  officially,  please 
receive  my  informal  thanks. 

I  send  you  the  letters  addressed  to  you  the  other  day. 

I  am  anxious  you  should  resume  the  blockade  of  Georgetown  as 
many  vessels  are  fitting  out  in  England  to  get  into  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  *  *  * 

Yours,  truly, 


Captain  Ringgold, 

U.  8.  Ship  Sabine. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
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Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  services  performed 

by  the  U.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  York ,  May  20,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  the  accompanying  report,  etc., 
of  the  service  rendered  by  the  Sabine  to  the  transport  Governor ,  in 
November,  1861,  although  prepared  in  January  last,  was  not  engrossed 
until  a  day  or  two  since.  As  expressed  in  the  conclusion  of  my  letter 
to  you,  accompanying  the  report,  my  only  object  was  to  have  the  facts 
on  file  for  future  reference,  and  I  therefore  did  not  allow  the  subject  to 
interfere  with  my  more  important  public  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Kinggolii, 
Captain ,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

New  York ,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 
November  last,  in  consequence  of  indications  of  approaching  stormy 
weather  and  reluctance  to  jeopard  the  safety  of  my  ship  in  an  exposed 
roadstead  like  that  off  Georgetown,  S.  O.,  I  weighed  my  anchor  and  put 
to  sea. 

As  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Flag  Officer  Du  Pont 
encountered  the  memorable  gale  of  the  succeeding  night,  you  have  no 
doubt  been  duly  apprised  by  him  of  the  disasters  suffered  and  can 
judge  of  its  terrors  from  his  experience. 

On  the  following  day,  at  1  p.  in.,  Georgetown  light  house  bearing 
N.  W.,  35  miles  distant,  the  wind  having  veered  to  the  W.  S.  W.,  but 
still  blowing  very  strong,  with  a  heavy  sea,  whilst  the  Sabine  was 
returning  to  her  former  station,  two  vessels  in  close  company,  bearing 
to  the  southward,  were  discovered  from  aloft.  A  rakish  bark,  in  sight 
to  windward  since  daylight,  whose  movements,  in  view  of  the  block¬ 
ade,  made  it  proper  to  watch  and  chase  her,  was  at  this  time  nearly  on 
the  same  line  of  bearing  and  standing  in  their  direction  under  a  press 
of  sail. 

I  stood  for  the  strangers  immediately,  and  very  shortly  afterward 
made  them  out  to  be  two-  steamers  in  tow,  one  of  which  appeared  to  be 
crippled.  The  bark  alluded  to  wore  ship  very  suddenly  and  bore  up, 
evidently  with  a  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  displaying  the  flags 
union  down,  as  signals  of  distress.  Perceiving  I  was  standing  for  the 
steamers,  the  bark  again  wore  ship,  and  stood  back  for  the  distressed 
vessels. 

Pressing  on  I  soon  joined  company,  when  I  found  my  worst  fears 
painfully  realized.  A  side- wheel  steamer,  rolling  heavily,  rudder  gone, 
smokestack  overboard,  her  decks  crowded  with  human  beings,  lay 
before  me,  a  helpless  wreck,  and  a  small  screw  steamer,  evidently  much 
damaged  and  scarcely  able  to  take  care  of  herself,  was  nobly  standing 
by  her  in  her  misfortune. 

The  wind  high  and  sea  very  heavy,  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether 
any  boat  could  live,  either  to  reach  the  wreck  or  to  regain  the  ship. 
Notwithstanding  the  hazard  I  promptly  dispatched  Lieutenant  Balch, 
executive  officer,  with  Acting  Master  Beattie,  to  the  scene  of  the  dis- 
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uster  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  the  officer  in  charge  of  our  determi¬ 
nation  to  stand  by  and  succor  them  to  the  last  extremity.  Lieutenant 
Balch  passed  within  hail,  it  being  impossible  to  board,  exhorting  the 
vessel’s  company  to  rely  upon  our  exertions  and  the  power  of  the  ship 
to  save  and  provide  for  them.  The  encouragement  thus  given  was 
responded  to  with  a  shout  that  rent  the  heavens. 

This  fearless  officer  with  great  difficulty  regained  the  ship  and 
reported  her  to  be  the  transport  Governor ,  of  Flag  Officer  Du  Pout’s 
squadron,  in  a  badly  leaking  condition,  having  on  board  a  battalion  of 
marines,  under  the  command  of  the  veteran  Major  Reynolds,  the  officers, 
rank,  and  file  amounting  to  .'Wo  men,  which,  together  with  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  transport,  comprised  about  400  souls.  All  hands  had 
been  engaged  in  pumping  and  bailing,  but  the  water  was  gaining 
rapidly  upon  them. 

The  propeller  in  company  proved  to  be  the  gunboat  Isaac  A mith , 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  and  the  bark  turned  out  to  be  the 
gunboat  Young  Rover ,  whose  motions  that  morning  1  had  observed  with 
suspicion,  and  the  pursuit  of  which  happily  resulted  in  the  providential 
discovery  of  the  wreck  and  her  human  freight,  thus  exposed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  storm. 

Imagine,  sir,  the  joy  that  tilled  our  hearts  on  finding  we  were  just  in 
time  to  serve  and  save  our  countrymen  and  brethren  from  the  jaws  of 
destruction.  The  helpless  condition  of  the  wreck,  the  imminent  neril 
that  environed  all,  and  the  fury  of  the  elements  left  little  time  for 
deliberation.  My  first  impulse  was  to  take  the  wreck  in  tow  and  carry 
her  to  my  late  anchorage  off  Georgetown.  This,  however,  was  impos¬ 
sible;  to  have  undertaken  it  would  have  been  to  destroy  the  last  hope  of 
rescue.  The  perilous  condition  of  my  own  ship  and  apprehensions  for 
her  safety  in  the  event  of  collision  demanded  judgment  and  decision. 

Being  at  the  time  on  soundings,  in  13  fathoms  of  water,  I  resolved  to 
come  to  anchor.  The  wrecked  vessel  was  floating  astern  and  under 
the  lee.  I  dispatched  Acting  Master  Hathaway,  an  excellent  officer, 
with  orders  for  the  Governor  to  come  to  anchor  also,  when  I  should 
drop  the  Sabine  down  until  the  wreck  was  brought  within  convenient 
distance,  and  then  from  my  ship’s  stern  (with  the  aid  of  a  whip  pur¬ 
chase  and  the  spanker  boom  for  a  derrick)  hoist  the  men  on  board. 

It  was  unsafe  to  communicate  iu  boats,  as  experience  soon  proved. 
It  was  equally  hazardous  to  attempt  to  render  aid  by  throwing  men  on 
board.  It  was  my  duty  to  save  those  who  were  in  extreme  peril  with¬ 
out,  if  possible,  exposing  to  unnecessary  risk  my  own  good  men.  Here 
an  emergency,  unexpected,  forced  me  to  change  my  purpose. 

The  Governor  having  anchored  as  directed,  1  veered  out  chain  until 
the  tiigate  came  witliiu  a  short  distance  of  her.  Stout  hawsers  were 
passed  on  board  and  made  fast,  and.  as  I  confidently  hoped,  the  vessel 
so  effectually  secured  as  to  permit  us  to  begin  the  good  work.  With 
zealous  officers,  a  faithful  crew,  excellent  boats,  and  the  various  other 
resources  of  a  powerful  frigate,  we  proceeded  in  our  labor,  but,  as  you 
will  soon  see,  I  sacrificed  two  boats  that  fell  as  easy  prey  to  the 
devouring  elements.  At  first  I  hesitated  whether  to  hoist  up  the  boats 
that  had  communicated  with  the  wreck  or  leave  them  down  to  be  used 
as  occasion  might  demand.  Before  any  order  could  be  executed  two 
of  them  were  literally  stove  to  atoms  by  collision  with  the  wreck  and 
my  ship. 

All  things  ready,  about  10  p.  m.  the  work  began.  The  progress  of 
transfer  was  tedious  enough,  but  as  the  anxious  night  wore  away  we 
felt  thankful  to  Providence,  as  we  beheld  the  careworn  men  safely, 
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though  slowly,  reaching  our  deck.  But  in  the  midst  of  these  oper¬ 
ations,  at  1  a.  m.,  the  gale  renewed  its  fury;  the  sea,  which  had  been 
gradually  subsiding,  arose  again  in  all  its  power,  the  ship  labored  at 
her  anchors,  and  the  wreck  rolled  destructively.  As  she  lurched  first 
to  port  and  then  to  starboard,  burying  her  sharp  bow  deep  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  each  plunge  seemed  to  be  her  last.  To  add  to  her 
danger,  at  this  moment  one  of  her  heavy  hawsers  gave  way  and  in  a 
moment  more  another  parted.  1  now  almost  despaired.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  anchor  of  the  wreck  held  on.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of 
the  night  this  was  not  immediately  discovered,  but  it  is  to  this  lucky 
circumstance  that  the  ultimate  success  of  our  measure  was  due.  At 
this  crisis  it  became  necessary  to  secure  the  fasts  again.  Volunteers 
being  called  for,  Acting  Master  Beattie,  a  thorough  seaman  and  a  man 
of  nerve,  followed  by  his  hardy  tars,  gained  the  deck  of  the  Governor 
(passing  over  the  stern  of  the  frigate)  and  the  hawsers  were  soon  again 
made  fast.  The  largest  hawser  soon  gave  way  a  second  time,  cut  in 
two  by  the  sharp  stem  of  the  steamer.  The  heavy  stream  chain  cable 
of  the  ship  was  then  passed  on  board  and  well  secured.  The  purchase 
was  once  more  manned,  and  the  rescue  successfully  continued  for  a 
brief  period,  when  the  gale  recommenced  blowing  with  redoubled  vio¬ 
lence.  The  heavy  chain  cable,  now  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  squall, 
gave  way  and  the  wreck  fell  astern,  when  amid  the  raging  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  a  hail  from  Mr.  Beattie  that  the  wreck  was  sinking  was  heard, 
carrying  consternation  to  every  bosom.  The  number  of  the  rescued  at 
this  stage  did  not  exceed  thirty  men.  One  chance  yet  remained  of 
saving  a  portion  at  least  of  the  great  number  yet  on  board.  Provi¬ 
dentially  a  single  hawser  stubbornly  held  on,  preventing  the  wreck 
from  drifting  off.  1  ordered  it  manned  and  the  wreck  hauled  up  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  calling  aloud  to  the  people  to  leap  for  their  lives, 
and  gain,  if  possible,  the  deck  of  my  ship.  Thirty  more  men  were 
saved,  but  the  two  vessels  came  into  collision,  the  steamer  thumped 
heavily  against  the  quarter  of  the  ship,  tearing  off  some  HO  feet  of  her 
deck  rail,  and  was  in  imminent  danger  of  breaking  in  the  middle  and 
going  to  pieces.  The  responsibility  of  bringing  her  alongside  was 
great,  still  greater  now  to  order  her  to  be  dropped  astern  again,  with 
a  painful  consciousness  that  she  might  be  passing  forever  beyond  the 
pale  of  our  protection,  but  her  own  good  anchor  and  chain  stood  their 
ground,  and  in  fact  proved  her  salvation.  While  alongside,  two 
marines  in  their  attempts  to  reach  the  ship  fell  between  the  vessels 
'aud  one  was  crushed  to  death.  As  she  fell  astern,  six  others  in  the 
panic  leaped  overboard  in  the  hope  of  gaining  the  ship  aud  were 
drowned.  Here  succeeded  a  scene  that  beggars  description;  the 
despair  felt  on  feeling  this  attempt  at  rescue  had  proved  so  unsuccess¬ 
ful,  the  bubbling  cry  of  drowning  men.  the  confusion  on  board  the 
wreck,  the  unnatural  glare  of  the  sea  aud  sky,  caused  by  the  rockets 
and  the  red  and  blue  lights  (signals  for  assistance  to  the  Isaac  Smith 
and  Young  Rover),  presented  a  scene  that  might  well  have  struck  ter¬ 
ror  to  the  stoutest  heart. 

While  pondering  what  was  next  to  be  done  the  storm  sensibly  abated, 
the  sea  became  more  calm,  and  the  shattered  wreck  rode  with  com¬ 
parative  ease  under  the  protection  of  the  stern  of  my  noble  ship.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  silence  that  followed  the  scene  just  described  (at  about  3.30 
a.  m.)  Major  Reynolds  hailed  me  to  say  that  with  the  assistance  of  the 
steam  pumps  and  bailing  there  was  a  bare  hope  that  the  wreck  could 
be  kept  afloat  until  daylight,  that  all  bauds  were  utterly  exhausted, 
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and  suggested  that  further  work  should  be  suspended  until  dawn. 
This  intelligence  revived  hope  and  tilled  all  hearts  with  gratitude 
to  God. 

Daylight  brought  a  clear  sky  and  every  indication  of  fair  weather. 
Although  wind  and  sea  continued  high,  the  gale  had  passed.  The 
wreck  had  increased  her  distance  from  the  frigate  (the  hawsers  being 
slacked  up)  and  was  riding  with  a  strain  upon  her  own  moorings,  mak¬ 
ing  it  unsafe  to  use  the  stern  purchase.  Tlie  port  quarter  boat  was  the 
only  one  at  control  outboard  (the  stern  and  starboard  quarter  boats 
having  been  lost),  and  I  directed  it  to  be  manned  with  a  select  crew 
and  rounded  [to]  abreast  of  the  wreck,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to 
avoid  collision.  A  small  breast  line  was  passed  on  board,  connecting 
the  two  together,  and  the  order  given  for  the  men  to  jump  boldly  over¬ 
board,  one  at  a  time,  and  with  this  assistance  gain  the  boat  by  swim¬ 
ming.  Acting  Boatswain  Hatfield,  Quartermaster  Bryan,  Coxswain 
Fair,  and  William  Q.  Lane,  seaman,  comprised  the  sturdy  crew  and 
managed  the  boat  with  coolness  and  dexterity.  It  required  much  reso 
lution  on  the  part  of  the  marine  who  was  ordered  to  take  the  first  fearful 
leap  from  the  shattered  deck  and  swim  for  his  life.  The  example  set, 
the  others  rapidly  followed,  and  in  five  minutes  fifteen  persons  more 
were  safely  transferred  from  the  boat  to  the  ship.  This  experiment 
proved  so  successful  that  I  abandoned  the  use  of  the  purchase,  and  by 
8  a.  m.  the  whole  battalion  (save  the  seven  who  were  lost)  were  safely 
on  board,  Major  Reynolds  and  staff  being  the  last  to  abandon  the 
wreck.  Captain  Litchfield  formally  abandoned  to  me  the  wrecked 
vessel.  (See  annexed  document  marked  E.) 

My  next  duty  was  to  save  the  public  property  and  personal  effects 
of  the  battalion.  Our  success  in  this  respect  far  exceeded  my  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  by  11.30  a.  m.  the  doomed  transport  was  finally  abandoned 
to  her  fate.  Preparations  were  now  made  to  set  tire  to  her,  but  I  con¬ 
cluded  to  reserve  her  for  target  practice  after  getting  underway.  When 
left  to  herself,  however,  the  elements  soon  disposed  of  her.  The  pumps 
once  stopped,  the  leak  rapidly  gained.  She  was  fast  sinking,  and  at 
3.30  p.  m.  she  fell  on  her  side  (carrying  the  walking  beam  and  platform 
with  her),  went  to  pieces,  and  sank,  covering  the  surface  of  the  sea  with 
the  shattered  fragments  of  her  upper  works. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  before  I  anchored  my  ship,  preparatory 
to  the  rescue,  an  officer,  as  I  am  informed,  came  on  board,  reporting 
the  inability  of  the  Young  Rover  to  render  any  assistance  owing  to 
injuries  sustained  in  the  gale.  He  left  immediately  without  reporting 
himself  to  me.  I  was  at  the  time  occupied  in  directing  the  movements 
of  my  ship.  The  Young  Rover ,  toward  night,  anchored  about  3  miles 
under  the  lee,  and  early  next  morning  parted  company  without  further 
communication. 

Soon  after,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  came  on  board  and 
reported  the  Isaac  Smith  disabled,  with  loss  of  the  heavy  battery,  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  heave  overboard.  I  directed  him  to  anchor 
conveniently  for  the  night,  and  next  morning  ordered  him  to  proceed 
with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Royal  aud  convey  to  Flag  Officer  Du  Pont 
intelligence  of  the  safety  of  the  battalion. 

The  Sabine  sustained  serious  injuries.  The  trying  circumstauces 
under  which  the  rescue  was  effected  produced  much  confusion  about 
the  decks,  and  the  task  of  heaving  in  the  long  scope  of  cables  and 
restoring  the  ship  to  order  was  at  once  begun. 

_  There  were  now  about  nine  hundred  souls  on  board,  whiie  the  supply 
of  wood  and  water  was  extremely  limited.  The  instructions  of  Flag- 
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Officer  Gold  sborough  touching  the  blockade  were  positive,  and  I  liad 
to  decide,  under  the  circumstances,  upon  the  course  it  was  best  to 
pursue.  From  rumor  alone  I  learned  that  the  expedition  under  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont  was  about  to  strike  a  blow  at  some  point  on  the 
Southern  coast.  Upon  consultation  with  Major  Reynolds  in  regard  to 
the  destination  of  his  battalion,  that  officer  decided  in  the  emergency 
to  break  the  seal  of  his  confidential  orders,  which,  when  known,  left 
me  no  alternative  but  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  quitting  the  sta 
tion  and  proceeding  forthwith  to  Port  Royal  for  the  object  of  adding  a 
powerful  body  of  troops  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout’s  command. 

The  battalion  had  lost  portions  of  their  equipments,  and  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  propose  compliance  with  any  requisition  Major  Reynolds 
might  submit,  and  to  transfer  from  the  marine  guard  of  the  Sabine 
seven  men,  volunteers,  to  supply  the  loss  of  those  of  the  battalion  who 
had  perished. 

We  were  soon  underway,  the  allowance  of  water  was  reduced  to 
half  a  gallon  a  man  per  diem,  a  privation  to  which  all  submitted  with 
cheerfulness.  Another  gale  from  the  S.  W.  soon  sprung  up,  greatly 
retarding  our  progress.  At  9:30  a.  m.  on  the  3th,  however,  we  were 
within  35  miles  of  Port  Royal,  becalmed,  and  plainly  heard  the  reports 
of  the  guns  of  the  bombardment.  I  immediately  ordered  my  ship  to  be 
cleared  for  action,  hoping  that  a  favorable  breeze  might  enable  me  to 
join  in  the  attack  as  a  willing  volunteer. 

The  firing,  however,  ceased  at  1  p.  m.,  giving  certain  presage  of 
victory,  and  the  Department  can  better  conceive  than  I  describe  the 
deep  regret  and  disappointment  felt  by  all  to  find  we  were  unable  to 
share  in  the  dangers  and  honors  of  that  memorable  day.  Gaining  the 
outer  roads  of  Port  Royal  the  same  evening,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant 
Balch  to  report  my  arrival  to  Flag  Officer  Du  Pout  (copy*  hereto 
annexed,  “A”).  On  his  return  next  day  I  first  learned  that  the  Sabine 
had  been  transferred  to  the  squadron  of  that  officer  and  assigned  by 
him  a  prominent  position  in  the  attack.  The  orders,  however,  had  not 
been  forwarded  to  me. 

I  have  now  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  conduct  during  the 
trying  moments  devoted  to  the  rescue  of  so  many  human  lives.  Where 
all  so  nobly  did  their  duty  it  would  be  difficult  and  invidious  for  me  to 
attempt  to  discriminate.  But  it  is  a  duty  I  owe,  as  well  as  a  pleasure, 
to  present  the  whole  command  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Department. 

To  Lieutenant  Balch  I  am  much  indebted  for  sound  advice  and  sug¬ 
gestions  (in  consultations)  in  the  difficult  situation  in  which  we  were 
placed.  To  his  gallantry  I  have  already  paid  tribute.  I  commend 
him  to  the  best  notice  of  the  Government,  which  he  so  meritoriously 
serves.  Lieutenants  Blake  and  McCann  and  Master  J.  Crittenden 
Watson  were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  and  managed  the  cables, 
hawsers,  etc.,  with  the  utmost  skill  and  efficiehcy.  Acting  Master 
Beattie’s  conduct  (who  volunteered  to  board  the  steamer  at  a  moment 
of  critical  peril  to  secure  the  cables  and  fasts)  merits  high  praise. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


*  See  p.  236. 
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[Enclosure.] 

E. 

Steamer  Governor, 

At  Sea ,  November  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  abandon  to  you  the  steamer  Governor,  under  my 
command,  chartered  by  the  U.  S.  Government  to  transport  troops. 

On  Friday  night  last,  during  a  severe  gale,  the  hog  frames  were 
broken,  the  engine  became  partially  disabled,  and  the  vessel  commenced 
leaking. 

On  next  day  the  rudder  was  broken,  the  steamer  became  entirely 
unmanageable,  and  the  leak  increased  to  such  extent  as  to  keep  the 
Worthington,  injection,  and  bilge  pumps  going  continually  and  two 
large  gangs  of  men  bailing,  and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
Sabine ,  under  your  command,  she  must  have  gone  down  with  all  on 
board,  as  the  disabled  condition  of  the  bark  Young  Rover  and  small 
steamer  Isaac  Smith ,  who  were  in  company,  prevented  them  from 
rendering  the  necessary  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  Litchfield, 

Captain. 

Captain  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Sabine. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  regarding  injuries 

sustained  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Port  Royal  Entrance ,  S.  C.,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  it  was  not  until  late  yesterday, 
on  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Balch  of  this  ship,  that  I  was  apprised  of 
the  transfer  of  the  Sabine  to  your  command.  Otherwise  I  would  have 
submitted  the  enclosed  statement  to  you,  with  a  report  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  and  doings  of  this  ship,  through  that  officer,  since  assuming  the 
duty  of  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  under  the  instructions  of 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  of  24th  September  last. 

I  now  enclose  a  tabular  statement,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
numbers  of  vessels  were  boarded  and  warned  off,  and  I  am  confident 
that,  although  often  interfered  with  by  inclement  weather,  the  heavy 
draft,  of  the  ship,  and  the  irregular  and  shoal  approach  to  the  entrance 
of  Georgetown,  added  to  light  variable  winds  and  strong  irregular 
tides,  the  blockade  has  not  been  violated,  and  which  could  be  made 
much  more  effectual  if  the  Sabine  were  accompanied  by  a  steam  vessel 
ot  sufficient  size  to  assist  her,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  above- 
mentioned  obstacles. 

in  addition  to  the  report  of  the  carpenter  of  this  ship,  transmitted  to 
yon  yesterday,  I  have  to  report  that  she  lias  sustained  very  serious 
injuries  while  rescuing  the  battalion  of  marines  from  the  Governor. 
Among  them,  the  spindle  of  the  capstan  is  found  to  be  sprung,  the  ship 
much  strained  in  her  after  body;  the  main  topsail  sheet  bitts  and  the 
deck  around  them  are  very  much  strained,  also  the  normans  on  the 
quarter  deck.  In  addition,  the  only  two  reliable  sails  in  the  ship  are 
one  new  maintopsail  and  one  new  mainsail.  The  whole  suit  of  sails  on 
board,  with  these  exceptions,  have  been  surveved  and  nearly  all  con¬ 
demned  as  unsuitable  for  the  weather  expected  by  ships  on  exposed 
duty. 
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I  do  not  consider  this  ship  safe  in  the  present  condition  of  the  rudder, 
foul  bottom,  and  many  other  defects  embraced  and  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  carpenter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Carpenter  Burcham,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sustained  by  the  IT.  S.  ship 

Sabine. 


U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 

O  ff  Georgetown ,  S.  C .,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  As  this  ship  sustained  considerable  injury  on  the  occasion  of 
rescuing  the  battalion  of  marines,  etc.,  from  the  wreck  of  the  transport 
steamer  Governor ,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  following: 

The  spindle  of  the  capstan  is  very  badly  sprung  and  the  whelps  need 
repairing;  some  of  them  are  broken  entirely  through. 

The  maintopsail  sheet  bitts  are  much  strained,  also  the  normans  on 
the  quarter  deck. 

Two  boats,  the  gig  and  Rover ,  were  lost  with  all  their  appurtenances. 

Two  gun  deck,  three  berth  deck,  and  two  spar  deck  gratings  were 
lost  when  the  vessels  came  together,  having  been  suspended  over  the 
side  of  the  ship  as  lauding  stages  for  the  men  to  jump  on  to  save 
themselves. 

Both  of  the  binnacles  sustained  considerable  damage;  the  spindle  of 
one  and  the  moldings  of  the  other  broken. 

The  starboard  quarter  gallery  was  completely  crushed  in  by  the  bow 
of  the  steamer,  at  the  same  time  destroying  the  starboard  life  buoy. 

The  lower  part  of  the  starboard  head  pump  was  carried  away  while 
getting  the  anchor  up. 

There  is  a  defect  in  the  ladder  which  might  possibly  cause  great 
damage  in  a  heavy  gale  if  not  remedied ;  the  rudder  binds  hard  against 
the  sternpost  from  the  lower  brace  to  the  heel,  causing  a  heavy  strain 
on  the  upper  braces. 

I  also  find  that  the  bowsprit  bitts  are  much  strained,  caused  by  the 
working  of  the  bowsprit  in  heavy  weather. 

There  is  a  leak  in  the  after  part  of  the  pump  hatch  which  can  not  be 
got  at  without  taking  up  the  lining. 

I  am.  sir  respectfully, 


Geo.  E.  Burcham, 

Acting  Carpenter. 


Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Sabine. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  regarding 

assistance  rendered  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

Off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  November  4 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  with  this  vessel. 

On  Friday  evening  I  made  a  signal  of  distress  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  a  hawser  fast  to  me  from  the  Atlantic ,  but  the  wind  and  sea 
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were  too  heavy;  the  Florida  ran  down  to  me,  but  could  render  no 
assistance. 

After  dark  the  deck  abaft  commenced  ripping  up  from  the  repeated 
heavy  shocks  of  the  sea.  I  therefore  cut  it  away  to  save  the  hull. 

During  the  night  the  vessel  strained  very  much  and  her  upper  deck 
became  loosened. 

At  daylight  Saturday  the  wind  hauled  into  the  southward  and  west¬ 
ward,  blowing  heavily,  with  a  very  ugly  sea;  and  nothing  being  in 
sight,  I  opened  my  instructions  and  stood  in  toward  the  laud  with  a 
light  head  of  steam,  as  the  engine  frame  was  loosened  and  engine  out 
of  line. 

At  8  a.  m.  discovered  a  vessel  dead  to  windward  with  signals  of  dis¬ 
tress  flying.  From  appearances  I  judged  her  to  be  the  Governor,  trans¬ 
port.  Finding  it  impossible  to  steam  up  to  her  in  my  disabled  condi¬ 
tion,  I  felt  compelled,  though  very  reluctantly,  to  throw  my  battery 
overboard,  saving  only  the  Parrott  rifled  30-pounder.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  enabling  me  to  reach  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Governor.  She  was  completely  disabled,  her  hog  frame  broken,  smoke¬ 
stack  and  rudder  gone,  and  leaking  badly. 

After  several  hours  of  arduous  work  I  succeeded  in  getting  two 
hawsers  fast,  and  commenced  towing  her  toward  the  land  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  into  smooth  water,  where  I  could  disembark  her  crew 
and  passengers  and  take  them  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

While  at  work,  the  Young  Rover ,  cruiser,  stood  in,  and  learning  the 
state  of  affairs,  stood  seaward  and  signalized  a  vessel  in  the  offing. 
This  vessel  came  in  at  3  p.  m.  and  proved  to  be  the  Sabine,  Captain 
Ringgold,  who  at  once  commenced  taking  all  hands  on  board  of  the 
frigate. 

Blowing  heavily,  with  a  tremendous  sea  running,  caused  me  great 
anxiety,  as  the  safety  of  so  many  human  beings  was  dependent  upon 
my  getting  them  on  board  of  this  small,  partially  disabled  vessel,  but 
thanks  to  God.  the  timely  arrival  of  the  Sabine  gave  me  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  knowing  all  would  be  saved.  I  anchored  at  night  near  the  ves¬ 
sels,  and  early  Sunday  morn  rendered  such  further  aid  as  I  could  in 
transporting  officers  and  men  to  the  frigate.  After  consultation  with 
Captain  Ringgold,  1  determined  to  proceed  here,  as  the  vessel  might 
be  of  use. 

I  trust  that  my  conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

1  will  only  add  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  under  the  trying 
circumstances  in  which  they  have  been  placed  merits  approbation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 


U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  November  6,  1861. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Nicholson  meets  my  entire  approbation, 
showing  energy  and  judgment  in  saving  so  frail  a  vessel,  and  in  giving 
such  assistance  to  the  Governor  and  the  marines  aboard  of  her. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

Isaac  Smith. 


U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

Port  Royal  Roads ,  8.  C.,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  vessel  has  been  injured  as  follows,  viz:  Upper  deck  all 
loosened,  deck  cut  away  abaft,  hull  started  from  deck  aft,  engine  frame 
loosened,  engine  out  of  line,  battery  thrown  overboard. 

She  will  answe.  very  well  for  smooth-water  work  without  any  repairs, 
except  her  battery,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  me  guns 
to  replace  those  lost,  as  I  believe  she  will  be  a  very  effective  craft,  from 
her  setting  so  low  in  the  water. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  D.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
transportation  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Governor. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  11 ,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  place  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Boyd,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  on  board  the  steam  vessel  by 
which  you  will  receive  this  communication,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
sent  home  in  the  V andalia. 

I  have  dispatched  the  steamer  McClellan  to  supply  you  with  water, 
of  which  you  will  take  on  board  20,000  gallons. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 


Cadwalader  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Port  Royal  Roads,  S. 


C. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  execution  of  orders  regarding  the  crew  of  the 

steamer  Governor. 


U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 

Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir-  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the 
1 1th  instant,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  transport  steamer  Governor 
have  been  sent  on  board  the  steamer  McClellan  for  conveyance  home  m 
the  V andalia:  also  Lieutenant  Boyd  and  two  marines,  invalids,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  battalion  of  Major  Reynolds,  the  one  with  a  badly  fractured 

arm  and  the  other  with  typhoid  fever.  . 

The  surgeon  of  this  ship  recommends  their  transfer,  also  that  they 
may  be  conveyed  to  the  hospital  at  New  York  for  careful  treatment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

y  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  1  ort 


•yui,  ft.  o'. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia, 
for  transportation  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Governor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  13,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  your  vessel  tbe  officers  and 
crew  of  tlie  wrecked  steamer  Governor  and  carry  tbem  with  you  to 
New  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flay- Officer,  etc. 

Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


A  resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Commodore  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  the  officers  and  crew 

of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Commodore  Ringgold,  the  officers,  petty  officers, 
and  men  of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine  for  the  daring  and  skill  dis¬ 
played  in  rescuing  the  crew  of  the  steam  transport  Governor,  wrecked 
in  a  gale  on  the  first  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
having  on  board  a  battalion  of  United  States  marines  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  John  G.  Reynolds,  and  in  the  search  for,  and  rescue  of, 
the  United  States  liue-of-battle  ship  Vermont ,  disabled  in  a  gale  upon 
the  twenty-sixth  of  February  last,  with  her  crew  and  freight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be  directed  to  communicate  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Commodore 
Ringgold,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

Approved,  March  7,  1804. 


Letter  from  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  City  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  correspondence  with  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
testimonial  presented  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

Office  of  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association, 

New  York,  June  10,  1862.. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  this 
association  to  Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  which  accompanied  a  testimonial  for  the  praiseworthy  efforts 
displayed  by  Captain  Ringgold,  with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabine,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board  the  sinking 
steamer  Governor  in  November  last. 

Injustice  to  Captain  Ringgold,  this  association  is  of  opinion  that  a 
copy  of  this  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  reply,  should  be  placed 
on  tile  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  which  purpose  1  now  enclose  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Jones, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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[Enclosures.] 

New  York,  February  28 ,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  gold  medal 
awarded  by  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York.  It 
has  the  following  inscription  : 

Presented  to  Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  in  commemoration  of  Lis  successful 
efforts,  and  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  under  his  command  on  hoard  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabin e,  in  saving  over  400  lives  from  the  transport  steamer  Governor,  on  the 
2d  and  3d  of  November,  1861. 

The  association  asks  your  acceptance  of  this  medal,  with  the  hope 
that  it  will  prove  an  enduring  and  pleasing  memento  of  the  humanity 
and  signal  ability  which  it  gratefully  acknowledges. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Tileston, 

President. 

Captain  Ringgold, 

United  States  Navy. 


TJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York ,  March  2 ,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let¬ 
ter  f  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  gold  medal  awarded  by  the  Life 
Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  in  commemoration  of  the 
successful  efforts  of  myself  and  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  under 
my  command,  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine ,  in  saving  over  400 
lives  from  the  transport  steamer  Governor ,  on  the  2d  and  3d  Novem¬ 
ber,  1861. 

I  am  gratified  to  know  that  our  efforts  on  that  memorable  occasion 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  association  of  which  you  are 

president.  . 

To  save  life  is  ever  a  sacred  duty.  There  were  circumstances,  how¬ 
ever,  that  made  the  rescue  in  this  instance  peculiarly  appropriate.  The 
Marine  Corps,  as  is  well  known,  forms  a  very  important  branch  of  our 
Navy.  As  a  body  it  has  no  superior  in  point  of  discipline,  gallantry, 
and  devotion  to  duty. 

The  battalion  under  Major  Reynolds  was  a  part  of  the  squadron  to 
which  the  Sabine  was  attached,  and  when  we  discovered  its  helpless 
condition  on  board  the  transport  your  own  generous  impulses  will  at 
once  respond  to  the  deep  emotions  that  filled  our  hearts  and  the  alac¬ 
rity  with  which  we  hurried  to  the  rescue. 

The  medal,  be  assured,  is  most  acceptable,  and  will  be  regarded,  not 
more  as  “an  enduring  and  pleasing  memento,”  than  it  will  ever  be  cher¬ 
ished  as  a  delicate  tribute  of  the  respect  entertained  by  the  association 

for  the  service  rendered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Sabine. 

T.  Tileston,  Esq.,  , 

President  of  the  Life  Saving  Benevolent  Association  oj  A etc  1  ork. 


250  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

» 

Letter  from  the  Common  Council  of  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  copy 

of  resolution  presented  to  Captain  Ringgold,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 

U.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

Office  of  Clerk  of  Common  Council, 

No.  8  City  Hall ,  New  York ,  June  20,  1862. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  mucli  gratification  to  be  tbe  medium  of  communi¬ 
cating  to  you  a  copy  of  tbe  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  both 
branches  of  tbe  Common  Council  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  and  duly 
approved  by  bis  honor  tbe  mayor,  “tendering  to  Captain  Ringgold,  tbe 
officers  and  crew  of  tbe  United  States  frigate  Sabine,  on  behalf  ot  tbe 
citizens  of  New  York,  thanks  for  their  heroic,  humane,  and  successful 
efforts  in  saving  tbe  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of 
tbe  ill-fated  steamer  Governor,  which  foundered  during  the  severe  storm 
which  overtook  the  United  States  squadron  while  proceeding  from  Fort¬ 
ress  Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capture  of  Port  Royal,”  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  highly  complimentary  letter  from  his  honor  the  mayor,  in 
transmitting  a  certified  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  to  Captain 
Ringgold. 

Consideration  for  Captain  Ringgold,  his  brave  officers  and  crew,  will, 
I  trust,  actuate  the  Department  in  causing  to  be  placed  on  file  the 
accompanying  letter,  preamble,  and  resolutions  that  the  Government 
and  the  country  may  learn  how  the  mayor  and  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  New  York  value  the  services  of  those  who  peril  their  own 
lives  in  the  effort  to  save  the  lives  of  others,  and  “in  order  to  incite, 
emulate,  and  encourage  others  to  the  performance  of  like  deeds  under 
similar  circumstances.” 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D,  T.  Valentine, 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

Mayor’s  Office, 

New  York ,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Cordially  concurring  as  I  do  in  high  appreciation  of  the  action 
of  yourself,  your  officers,  and  crew,  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  of  the 
unfortunate  steamer  Governor ,  as  expressed  by  the  Common  Council 
of  this  city  in  their  preamble  and  resolutions,  approved  by  me  this  day, 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  herewith  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  such 
preamble  and  resolutions  and  join  in  the  request  that  you  will  cause 
them  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  from  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
Sabine. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Opdyke,  Mayor. 

Captain  Ringgold, 

United  States  Frigate  Sabine. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file 
in  my  office. 

D.  T.  Valentine, 

Clerk,  Common  Council. 

Tn  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Alderman  Peter 
Mitchell  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  honorable  mention  should  be  made  of  acts  of  valor  and  courage,  whether 
performed  on  land  or  sea,  in  order  to  incite  emulation  and  encourage  others  to  the 
performance  of  like  deeds  under  similar  circumstances; 
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And  whereas  Captain  Ringgold,  the  officers  and  crew,  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Sabine,  did,  under  very  perilous  circumstances,  rescue  from  a  watery  grave  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  of  the  transport  steamer  Governor,  together  with  a  battalion  ot  United 
States  marines,  under  command  of  Major  Reynolds,  numbering  in  all  about  tour 
hundred  souls;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  tender  to  Captain 
Ringgold,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Sabine,  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  thanks  for  their  heroic,  humane,  and  successful  eftorts  in  sav- 
in°'  the  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of  the  ill-fated  steamer 
Governor,  which  foundered  during  the  severe  storm  which  overtook  the  United 
States  squadron  while  proceeding  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capture 

of  Port  Royal.  ,  ,  . 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  neatly  engrossed,  duly  authenticated, 
and  forwarded  to  Captain  Ringgold,  with  a  request  to  have  the  same  read  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Sabine  from  the  quarter-deck  of  that  vessel. 

Resolved,  That  his  honor  the  mayor  be  requested  to  communicate  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions  to  Captain  Ringgold,  now  iu  this  port. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  20,  1862. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  January  20,  1862. 

Approved  by  the  mayor,  January  21,  1862. 

D.  T.  Valentine, 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Navy  Yard ,  Neiv  York,  January  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ot  your  letter  ot 
yesterday,  accompanying  a  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
recently  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  ot  New  \ork,  expressive,  in 
such  highly  complimentary  terms,  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  offi- 
cers  and  crew  ot'  the  Sabine  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  ot  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  steamer  Governor.  ^  ,  ,. 

I  return  iny  profound  tlianks  and  tliose  of  tlie  oificers  and  crew  ot 
my  ship  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  approbation,  and  will  take  great 
pleasure  in  having  them  read  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Sabine  in  the 

presence  of  the  officers  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain. 

Hon.  George  Opdyke, 

Mayor  of  N err  York. 


Letter  from  the  governor  of  Maryland  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  and  presented  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  with 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  June  24,  1862. 

Sir-  The  legislature  of  Maryland,  at  its  recent  session,  adopted, 
unanimously,  a  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  that  body  to  Captain 
Cadwalader  Ringgold,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  at  present  in  command 
of  the  frigate  Sabine,  and  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel  for 
their  gallant  and  humane  efforts  in  rescuing  a  marine  battalion  ot  400 
men  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Governor  in  November  last. 

A  copv  of  this  resolution  has  been  transmitted  to  Captain  Ringgold, 
and  I  deem  it  due  to  him  and  his  officers  and  crew  that  a  copy  thereof 
and  of  the  correspondence  with  Captain  Ringgold  ° n  tli o.  s u ’tlp^  s  1 1 o 1 1  < 
also  be  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Department  as  evidence  of  the  high 
appreciation  entertained  by  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  gallant 
services  of  the  officers  and  crew  referred  to. 
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I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  said  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  A.  W.  Bradford. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis ,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  been  furnished  with  the  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  at  its  recent  session,  tendering 
to  you  its  thanks  for  your  gallautand  humane  services  in  rescuing  from 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Governor ,  in  November  last,  a  battalion  ot 
400  men  on  their  way  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Port  .Royal. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  this  resolution, 
expressive,  as  I  feel  assured  it  is,  of  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  our 
community  of  your  coolness  and  courage  upon  that  occasion.  I  beg 
that  you  will  take  a  proper  opportunity  to  communicate  the  resolution 
to  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the  Sabine. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Bradford. 

Captain  Oadwalader  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 

in  General  Assembly, 

Annapolis,  March  3,  1862. 

Joint  resolutions  commending  the  conduct  of,  aud  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  legislature  to,  Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  his  officers  and 
crew,  for  rescuing  the  marine  battalion  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamer 
Governor ,  adopted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  March  3, 
1862. 

Whereas  the  coolness  and  eminent  seamanship  displayed  by  Captain 
Cadwalader  Ringgold,  early  in  November  last,  in  rescuing  a  marine 
battalion  of  400  men  from  the  wreck  of  the  transport  steamer  Governor 
during  the  storm  which  overtook  the  United  States  squadron  on  its 
way  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capture  of  Port  Royal,  is 
an  occurrence  well  calculated  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  American 
Navy  and  deserving  of  honorable  mention  by  the  legislature  of  his 
native  State :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland ,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  legislature  are  tendered  to  Captain  Ringgold  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Sabine  for  their  gallant  and  humane 
efforts  in  saving  the  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of 
the  ill-fated  steamer  Governor  during  the  storm  on  the  Southern  coast 
in  November  last. 

Resolved ,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Captain  Ringgold,  requesting  him  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate  Sabine. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

Attest : 

T.  Snowdon  Thomas, 

Clerk  House  of  Delegates,  Maryland. 

Chapman  Harwood, 

Secretary  Senate. 
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U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Nary  Yard ,  New  York,  May  15,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  official  communication,  dated  9th  instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  concurrent  unanimous  vote 
of  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  has  been  received. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  and  courteous  terms  in  which 
you  have  made  known  to  me  this  gratifying  testimony  of  the  favorable 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  my  native  State,  as  well  ot  my  own  humble 
efforts  as  of  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  brave  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Sabine,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  which,  under  Providence,  so 
happily  resulted  in  rescuing  from  a  situation  of  extreme  peril  the  valu¬ 
able  lives  of  so  many  brave  men. 

We  were  fortunately  and  most  unexpectedly  at  hand  to  undertake  a 
difficult,  an  anxious,  and  a  pleasing  duty,  and  it  was  performed  by  my 
efficient  officers  and  gallant  seamen  with  a  will  and  heartiness  that  char¬ 
acterize  the  American  sailor  in  every  situation  ot  great  peril. 

The  highest  reward,  next  to  the  consciousness  of  having  faithfully 
performed  his  duty,  which  any  one  ot  us  could  desire,  is  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  our  friends  at  home  remember  us  kindly  and  make  honora¬ 
ble  mention  of  our  services. 

I  shall  cause  the  resolutions  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew,  and 
I  need  hardly  say  that  the  honor  done  to  us  will  be  deeply  felt  by  all. 
If  the  legislature  was  in  session,  I  would  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  make 
known  to  that  honorable  body  our  respectful  acknowledgments  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  us  by  the  passage  ot  the  resolutions,  and  1  now 
ask,  in  my  own  name,  and  on  behalf  of  my  officers  and  crew,  that  this 
letter  may  be  preserved  in  the  archives  ot  the  executive  depart¬ 
ment. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

His  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  of  Maryland. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  regarding  project  of  Boston  merchants  for  furnishing  stores 
to  the  blockading  vessels. 


Treasury  Department,  November  2, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  instant  concerning  the  application  ot  certain  merchants  ot 
Boston  for  permission  to  send  a  vessel  to  the  blockading  squadron 
laden  with  stores  and  comforts  such  as  they  have  reason  to  believe 
many  of  the  officers  and  men  have  need  of  and  would  gladly  purchase 

atYou  express  the  opinion  that  such  a  project  might  be  allowed  under 
proper  restrictions  and  a  limited  number  of  vessels,  and  that  its  results, 

if  faithfully  carried  out,  would  be  highly  beneficial. 

I  beg  you  to  indicate  what  restrictions  should  be  placed  upon  the 
proposed  trade,  and  to  what  extent  it  should  be  allowed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

y  George  Harrington, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 

I  would  advise  that,  if  possible,  the  parties  be  required  to  use  steam¬ 
ers,  and  that  they  enter  into  heavy  bonds  to  communicate  only  with 
the  blockading1  vessels  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast,  touching  at 
every  port  in  our  possession,  and  that  the  officers  be  appointed  by  the 
Treasury  Department. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  for  the  delivery  of  orders  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston ,  November  3,  1861. 

Sir:  Please  proceed  off  Charleston  and  deliver  the  accompanying 
letter  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  and  rejoin  this  ship  without  unneces¬ 
sary  delay. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston ,  November  A,  1861. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me,  with  all  the  dispatch 
your  machinery  will  admit  of,  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  join  him  off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston,  November  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me  with  all  dispatch  off 
Port  Royal,  S  C. 

The  Curlew ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  will  relieve  you  in 
the  blockade  of  Georgetown.  We  have  had  heavy  gales,  and  the  fleet 
has  not  yet  collected,  or  I  would  send  a  steamer  to  tow  you,  but  1  hope 
this  N.  W.  wind  will  bring  you  in  time. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 

My  Dear  Ringgold:  The  within  order  I  could  not  carryout,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  some  of  the  ships  of  this  squadron  causing  me  to 
retain  the  Curlew. 
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Tlie  Isaac  Smith  informed  me  of  the  important  service  you  had  ren¬ 
dered  in  taking  the  battalion  of  marines  from  their  sinking  vessel. 

1  have  just  heard  of  your  appearing  in  the  offing,  and  send  the  Vixen, 
Captain  Boutelle,  to  pilot  you  in,  and  orders  to  the  Forbes  to  assist  in 
towing  you. 

I  came  in  yesterday  without  touching,  and  in  the  afternoon  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  attack  the  Hilton  Head  forts,  when  I  grounded  on  the 
Fishing  Bip  Sboai,  and  to-day  the  Hood  tide  and  strong  winds  have 
caused  me  to  defer  another  day. 

I  have  been  wishing  you  to  arrive,  the  more  so  that  the  Sava/nnali , 
that  I  sent  for  to  Savannah,  has  not  yet  returned  since  blown  off. 

I  am  gratified  at  having  you  in  this  squadron.  I  forgot  to  mention 
that  while  I  would  not  have  you  to  hazard  your  ship,  1  will  wait  all  I 
can  for  you.  Mr.  Boutelle  is  the  very  intelligent  assistant  in  the  Coast 
Survey  of  that  name,  and  you  may  have  every  confidence  in  him. 

Yours,  very  truly,  „  „ 

’  J  S  F  Dtt  Pont. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  On  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Port  Royal,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me  at  once  off  Fort 
Boyal,  provided  you  cau  leave  a  vessel  to  maintain  the  blockade. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  F.  Hu  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  John  S.  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Shiv  Savannah,  oft  Savannah,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Commander  Davis,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  pilotage  of  vessels  into  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Vixen, 

Port  Royal  Entrance,  [November  4,  1861]. 

My  Dear  Du  Pont:  All  the  vessels  of  war  cau  come  in  under  the 
Curlew's  pilotage  as  far  as  we  are,  except  the  Wabash .and Susquehanna, 
and  perhaps  you  had  better  send  them.  I  am  m  sight  ot  the  enemy's 
works  and  the  shipping.  All  goes  well.  I  am  writing  on  the  extrem¬ 
ity  of  a  vibrating  cylindrical-shaped  concern. 

You  cau  send  in  the  transports  this  afternoon. 

Yours,  affectionately,  Charles  [B.]  Davis. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  exchange  office 
1  •  with  the  enemy  at  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  Three  rebel  steamers,  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Stevens 
came  down  and  commenced  firing.  Upon  finding  that  then  sh 
reached,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  this  vessel,  in- company 

~*Se<7also  reported  Lieutenant  Animen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Seneca. 
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with  the  Seneca,  Curlew ,  and  the  Pembina ,  got  underway  and  returned 
their  tire,  the  rebels  gradually  retreating.  The  Smith  also  fired.  The 
captain  thought  one  of  his  Parrott  shot  struck. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  vessels,  a  position  was  taken  by  the 
gunboats  about  2  miles  in  advance  of  the  transport  fleet  by  all  the 
gunboats  except  the  Pawnee ,  which  remained  near  the  transports. 

The  gunboats  are  well  spread  across  the  channel,  and  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  are  such  as  to  protect  the  transports. 

Three  rebel  steamers  were  seen,  exclusive  of  those  engaged. 

Troops  are  encamped  on  both  shores,  leading  to  the  belief  that  bat¬ 
teries  are  on  both. 

Nothing  definite,  however,  is  known  about  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

One  of  the  transports  carried  a  blue  flag;  possibly  Commodore 
Tattnall. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsboro ugli,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sus' 
tained  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida  under  his  command. 

.  IT.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia ,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  from  the  south  and  east  on  the  night  of  November  1,  we 
parted  our  main  discharge  pipe  in  the  flange  to  such  an  extent  as  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  make  for  the  nearest  port  where  it  could  be  replaced.  I 
enclose  report  of  the  engineers  of  this  vessel  upon  the  subject;  also  a 
letter*  from  me  to  the  sea  officers,  and  their  reply*  thereto.  In  separat¬ 
ing  even  temporarily  fi  otn  the  expedition  on  which  I  had  embarked 
with  all  my  zeal,  all  my  energy,  and  all  my  hopes  for  its  suceess,  I  feel 
that  it  has  given  me  more  pain  and  mortification  than  anything  that 
lias  occurred  during  my  whole  naval  career,  which  feeling  is  largely 
shared  in  by  every  officer  and  man  on  board.  Still  I  hope  that,  if 
the  mechanics  will  work  expeditiously  night  and  day,  to  be  enabled 
to  rejoin  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  in  time  to  be  of  some  service.  I  have 
asked  for  a  survey  on  the  pipe  and  shall  request  Commodore  Pender  - 
grast  to  use  dispatch  and  permit  me  to  expedite  the  work  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  It  ought  to  be  replaced  in  three  days  at  furthest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Florida, 

At  Sea ,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Last  night,  during  a  heavy  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  while  lying  to, 
discovered  the  main  discharge  pipe  leaking;  until  midnight  I  did  not 
consider  it  dangerous.  At  daylight,  upon  close  examination  of  the 


Not,  necessary  to  publish. 
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pipe,  I  found  it  had  commenced  to  crack  in  the  flange.  I  immediately 
reported  to  you,  sir,  in  person,  that  it  was  parting  and  that  I  did  not 
consider  it  safe  to  proceed  with  it  in  that  condition.  Since  then  my 
two  senior  engineers  have  concurred  with  me  in  that  opinion,  and  I 
respectfully  request  that  we  proceed  to  the  nearest  port  to  repair  the 
damage,  as  I  consider  the  engine  unseaworthy  and  dangerous  in  its 
present  condition. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  S.  Smith, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

Commander  J.  It.  Goldsrorough. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  John  S.  Smith, 
acting  chief  engineer. 

Jas.  E.  Shafer, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

Geo.  E.  Bennett, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

Geo.  Mason, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

Geo.  F.  Smith, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole , 
announcing  arrival  at  Fort  Royal ,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Anchorage ,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  very  slow  rate  of  speed  ot  this  vessel,  both  under 
steam  and  sail,  continuance  of  bad  weather,  and  a  severe  gale  (or 
cyclone)  we  encountered  (an  account  of  which  accompanies  this),  we 
have  been  delayed  somewhat  in  our  arrival. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  • 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal ,  S.  6. 

[Endorsement.] 

Captain  Gillis  arrived  in  good  time  and  has  shown  great  zeal. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Codon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
regarding  relief  extended  to  the  steamers  Mayflower  and  Peerless. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

At  Sea,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  parted  company  with  the  Hag- 
shin  in  running  down  to  the  steamer  Mayflower ,  one  of  the  convoy,  with 
her  ensign  union  down.  The  captain  desired  I  would  remain  by  him 
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during  the  night,  the  sen  then  running  very  high  and  the  wind  increas¬ 
ing  rapidly.  1  kept  her  light  in  sight  until  the  shift  of  wind  at  S.  W . 
At  daylight  the  following  morning  1  was  again  obliged  to  run  to  lee¬ 
ward  in  answer  to  the  signal  of  distress  of  another  steamer.  This  one 
proved  to  be  the  steam  transport  Peerless ,  with  cattle  and  stores  for 
the  Army,  also  of  the  convoy.  The  ship  was  reported  as  sinking  by 
the  captain,  and  I  at  once  prepared  a  boat  for  lowering,  although  the 
sea  made  it  very  doubtful  if  the  boat  would  live.  Lieutenant  Henry 
W.  Miller  volunteered  at  once,  and  the  crew  of  the  boat  were  in  place 
in  a  moment.  The  boat  barely  escaped  swamping,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  steamer  had  swamped  her  boat  in  lowering  it.  We  relieved, 
through  the  skillful  management  of  the  boat,  the  entire  crew  of  the  dis¬ 
tressed  vessel  by  their  jumping  overboard  to  our  boat  and  being  hauled 
from  our  boat  to  the  ship.  My  officer,  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  boat’s 
crew  were  taken  on  board  of  this  ship  in  the  same  way  from  the  boat, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  tow  astern  to  await  the  moderation  of  the 
gale.  I  regret  to  say  the  boat  has  been  so  damaged  as  to  render  her 
quite  useless.  As  the  distressed  crew  came  on  board  with  nothing  but 
what  they  stood  in,  I  ordered  the  purser  to  issue  such  clothes  as  were 
needful  to  relieve  them  in  their  destitute  condition  Yesterday  I 
boarded  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  with  coal  for  the  squadron.  As  it 
was  nearly  calm,  1  ranged  alongside,  took  her  in  tow,  and  obtained  45 
tons  of  coal,  which  I  needed  greatly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


P.  g. — I  enclose  herewith  the 
of  the  Peerless. 


confidential  letter  given  to  the  captain 

S.  W.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle ,  U.  S. 

Coast  Survey ,  requesting  that  he  make  a  hydrographic  reconnoissance  of 

Port  Boyal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boyal  Roads,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  efficient  assistance  and  cooperation 
in  bringing  the  heavy  ships  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  and 
transports  into  Port  Eoyal  Eoads,  and  I  shall  take  pains  to  inform  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  that  your  services  have  met  my 
cordial  commendation. 

I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  hydro- 
graphic  reconnoissance  of  the  channel  between  the  North  Breaker  and 
Fishing  Eip,  placing  such  buoys  on  the  latter  as  will  make  it  safe  to 
pass  the  southeast  or  northwest  point  of  the  shoal,  or  to  cross  it  with 
the  gunboats  at  low  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 


Charles  O.  Boutelle,  Esq., 

Assistant ,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 
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Report  of  Flap- Officer  Du  Pont ,  t  .  S.  Navy ,  of  the  cruise  from  Hampton 
Roads  and  entrance  into  Port  Royal  Harbor  of  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Government  having  determined  to  seize  and  occupy  one 
or  more  important  points  upon  our  Southern  coast,  where  our  squadron 
might  find  shelter,  possess  a  depot,  and  afford  protection  to  loyal  citi¬ 
zens,  committed  to  my  discretion  the  selection  from  among  those  places 
which  it  thought  most  available  and  desirable  for  these  purposes. 

After  mature  deliberation,  aided  by  the  professional  knowledge  and 
great  intelligence  of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Fox,  and  upon 
taking  into  consideration  the  magnitude  to  which  the  joint  naval  and 
military  expedition  had  been  extended,  to  which  you  have  called  my 
attention,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  original  intentions  of  the 
Department,  if  first  carried  out,  would  fall  short  of  the  expectations  of 
the  country  and  of  the  capabilities  of  the  expedition,  while  Fort  Royal, 
I  thought,  would  meet  both  in  a  high  degree. 

I  therefore  submitted  to  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  commanding 
the  military  part  of  the  expedition,  this  modification  of  our  earliest 
matured  plans,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  his  full  concurrence, 
though  he  and  the  commanders  of  brigades  very  justly  laid  great  stress 
on  the  necessity,  if  possible,  of  getting  this  frigate  into  the  harbor  of 
Port  Royal. 

On  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  October,  the  fleet  under  my  command  left 
Hampton  Roads,  and,  with  the  army  transports,  numbered  fifty  vessels; 
On  the  day  previous  I  had  dispatched  the  coal  vessels,  twenty-five  in 
all,  under  convoy  of  the  Vandalia ,  Commander  Haggerty,  to  rendezvous 
off  Savannah,  not  wishing  to  give  the  true  point. 

The  weather  had  been  unsettled  in  Hampton  Roads,  though  it  prom¬ 
ised  well  when  we  sailed,  but  off  Hatteras  it  blew  hard.  Some  ships  got 
into  the  breakers,  and  two  struck,  but  without  injury. 

On  Friday,  the  1st  of  November,  rough  weather  soon  increased  into 
a  gale,  and  we  had  to  encounter  one  of  great  violence  from  the  south¬ 
east,  a  portion  of  which  approached  to  a  hurricane.  The  fleet  was 
utterly  dispersed,  and  on  Saturday  morning  one  sail  only  was  in  sight 
from  the  deck  of  the  Wabash. 

On  the  following  day  the  weather  moderated,  and  the  steamers  and 
ships  began  to  reappear.  Orders  (not  to  be  opened  except  in  case  of 
separation)  were  furnished  to  all  the  men  of-war  by  myself,  and  to  the 
transports  by  Brigadier-0 eneral  Sherman. 

As  the  vessels  rejoined,  reports  came  in  of  disasters.  1  expected  to 
hear  of  many,  but  when  the  severity  of  the  gale  and  the  character  of 
the  vessels  are  considered,  we  have  only  cause  for  great  thankfulness. 

In  reference  to  the  men-of-war,  the  Isaac  Smith,  a  most  efficient  and 
well-armed  vessel  for  the  class,  purchased,  but  not  intended  to 
encounter  such  sea  and  wind,  had  to  throw  her  formidable  battery 
overboard  to  keep  from  foundering,  but,  thus  relieved,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  was  enabled  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the 
chartered  steamer  Governor,  then  in  a  very  dangerous  condition,  and 
on  board  of  which  was  our  fine  battalion  of  marines,  under  Major 
Reynolds.  They  were  finally  rescued  by  Captain  Ringgold,  in  the 
Sabine,  under  difficult  circumstances,  soon  after  which  the  Governor 
went  down.  I  believe  seven  of  the  marines  were  drowned  by  their 
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own  imprudence.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson’s  conduct  m  tlie 
Isaac  /Smith  has  met  with  my  warm  commendation. 

The  Peerless,  transport,  in  a  sinking  condition,  was  met  oy  the 
Mohican,  Commander  Codon.  All  the  people  on  board,  twenty- six  in 
number,  were  saved  under  very  perilous  circumstances,  m  which 
service  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Miller  was  very  favorably  noticed  by  Ins 

commander.  T .  ,  ,,  , . 

On  passing  Charleston  I  sent  in  the  /Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammon,  to  direct  Captain  Lardner  to  join  me  with  the  steamer  Susque¬ 
hanna,  off  Port  Loyal,  without  delay.  On  Monday,  at  8  o’clock  m  the 
morning,  I  anchored  off  the  bar  with  some  twenty-live  vessels  m  com¬ 
pany,  with  many  more  heaving  in  sight.  . 

The  Department  is  aware  that  all  the  aids  to  navigation  had  been 
removed,  and  the  bar  lies  10  miles  seaward,  with  no  features  on  the 
shore  line  of  sufficient  prominence  to  make  any  bearings  reliable.  But 
to  the  skill  of  Commander  Davis,  the  fleet  captain,  and  Mr.  Boutelle, 
the  able  assistant  of  the  Coast  Survey,  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Vixen , 
the  channel  was  immediately  found,  sounded  out,  and  buoyed.  By  o 
o’clock,  I  received  assurance  from  Captain  Davis  that  I  could  send 
forward  the  lighter  transports  (those  under  18  feet)  with  all  the  gun¬ 
boats,  which  was  immediately  done,  and  before  dark  they  were  securely 
anchored  in  the  roadstead  of  Port  Loyal,  S.  C.  The  gunboats  almost 
immediately  opened  their  batteries  upon  two  or  three  rebel  steamers 
under  Commodore  Tattnall,  instantly  chasing  him  under  the  shelter  of 
the  batteries. 

In  the  morning  Commander  John  Lodgers,  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Flag,  tem¬ 
porarily  on  board  this  ship  and  acting  on  my  staff,  accompanied  by 
Brigadier-General  Wright  in  the  gunboat  Ottawa  (Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Stevens),  and  supported  by  the  Seneca  (Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Am  men),  the  Curlew  (Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough), 
and  the  Isaac  Smith  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson),  made  a 
reconnoissance  in  force  and  drew  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Hilton 
Head  and  Bay  Point  sufficiently  to  show  that  the  fortifications  were 
works  of  strength  and  scientifically  constructed.  In  the  evening  of 
Monday  Captain  Davis  and  Mr.  Boutelle  reported  water  enough  for  the 
Wabash  to  venture  in. 

The  responsibility  of  hazarding  so  noble  a  frigate  was  not  a  light  one. 
Over  a  prolonged  bar  of  over  ii  miles  there  was  but  a  foot  or  two  of 
water  to  spare,  and  the  fall  and  rise  of  tide  is  such  that  if  she  had 
grounded  she  would  have  sustained  most  serious  injury  from  straining, 
if  not  totally  lost.  Too  much,  however,  was  at  stake  to  hesitate,  and 
the  result  was  entirely  successful. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  Wabash  crossed  the  bar,  followed 
closely  by  the  frigate  Susquehanna,  the  Atlantic,  Vanderbilt,  and  other 
transports  of  deep  draft,  and  on  running  through  that  portion  of  the 
fleet  already  in,  the  safe  passage  of  this  great  ship  over  the  bar  was 
hailed  by  gratifying  cheers  from  the  crowded  vessels. 

We  anchored  and  immediately  commenced  preparing  the  ship  for 
action,  but  the  delay  of  planting  buoys,  particularly  on  the  Fishing- 
Lip,  a  dangerous  shoal  we  had  to  avoid,  rendered  the  hour  late  before 
it  was  possible  to  move  with  the  attacking  squadron.  In  our  anxiety  to 
get  the  outline  of  the  forts  before  dark,  we  stood  in  too  near  this  shoal 
and  the  ship  grounded.  By  the  time  she  was  gotten  off  it  Avas  too 
late,  in  my  judgment,  to  proceed,  and  I  made  signal  for  the  squadron 
to  anchor  out  of  gunshot  from  the  enemy. 


* 


United  States  Steamer  Wabash. 
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To-day  the  wind  blows  a  gale  from  the  southward  and  westward,  and 
the  attack  is  unavoidably  postponed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beaure¬ 
gard,  by  the  United  States  Navy ,  November  7,  1861. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  I  attacked  the 
enemy’s  batteries  on  Bay  Point  and  llilton  Head,  Forts  Beauregard 
and  Walker,  and  succeeded  in  silencing  them  after  an  engagement  ot 
four  hours’  duration,  and  driving  away  the  squadron  of  rebel  steamers 
under  Commodore  Tattnall.  The  reconnoissance  of  yesterday  made  us 
acquainted  with  the  superiority  of  Fort  Walker,  and  to  that  I  directed 
my  special  efforts,  engaging  it  at  a  distance  of,  first,  800  and  afterwards 
600  yards.  But  the  plan  of  attack  brought  the  squadron  sufficiently 
near  Fort  Beauregard  to  receive  its  fire,  and  the  ships  were  frequently 
fighting  the  batteries  on  both  sides  at  the  same  time. 

The  action  was  begun  on  my  part  twenty- six  minutes  after  9,  and  at 
half  past  2  the  American  ensign  was  hoisted  on  the  flagstaff  of  Fort 
Walker,  and  this  morning  at  sunrise  on  that  of  Fort  Beauregard. 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  terminated  in  utter  rout  and  confusion. 
Their  quarters  and  encampments  were  abandoned  without  an  attempt 
to  carry  away  either  public  or  private  property.  . 

The  ground  over  which  they  fled  was  strewn  with  the  arms  ot  pn- 
vate  soldiers,  and  officers  retired  in  too  much  haste  to  submit  to  the 

encumbrance  of  their  swords.  „ 

Landing  my  marines  and  a  company  of  seamen,  1  took  possession  ot 
the  deserted  ground  and  held  the  forts  on  Hilton  Head  till  tie 
arrival  of  General  Sherman,  to  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  transfer  its  • 


We  have  captured  forty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  most  ot  them  ot  the 
heaviest  caliber  and  of  the  most  improved  description. 

The  bearer  of  these  dispatches  will  have  the  honor  to  carry  with 
him  the  captured  Hags  and  two  small  brass  field  pieces,  lately  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which  are  sent  home  as  suitable 
trophies  of  the  success  of  the  day.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
general  order  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  fleet  to  morrow  morning  at 
muster.  A  detailed  account  of  this  battle  will  be  submitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

p  g _ The  bearer  of  dispatches  will  also  carry  with  him  the  first 

American  ensign  raised  upon  the  soil  of  South  Carolina  since  this 

rebellion  broke  out.  Du  pONT> 
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Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  aecouut 
of  the  action  of  the  7th  of  November. 

From  the  reconnoissance  of  the  5th  we  were  led  to  believe  that  the 
forts  on  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head  were  armed  with  more  than  twenty 
guns  each  of  the  heaviest  caliber  and  longest  range,  and  were  well  con¬ 
structed  and  well  manned,  but  that  the  one  on  Hilton  Head  was  the 
stronger.  The  distance  between  them  is  2.2  nautical  miles,  too  great  to 
admit  of  their  being  advantageously  engaged  at  the  same  time,  except 
at  long  shot.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Hilton 
Head  (or,  as  I  shall  hereafter  call  it,  Fort  Walker)  first,  and  afterwards 
to. turn  my  attention  to  Fort  Beauregard,  the  fort  on  Bay  Point.  The 
greater  part  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Walker  were  presented  upon  two  water 
fronts,  and  the  flanks  were  but  slightly  guarded,  especially  on  the  north, 
on  which  side  the  approach  of  an  enemy  had  not  been  looked  for. 

A  fleet  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  seven  steamers,  armed,  but  to 
what  extent  I  was  not  informed  further  than  that  they  carried  rifled 
guns,  occupied  the  northern  portion  of  the  harbor  and  stretched  along 
from  the  mouth  of  Beaufort  Fiver  to  Skull  Creek. 

It  was  high  water  on  the  7th  instant  at  11:35  a.  m.  by  the  tables  of 
the  Coast  Survey. 

These  circumstances,  the  superiority  of  Fort  Walker  and  its  weak¬ 
ness  on  the  northern  flank,  the  presence  of  the  rebel  fleet,  and  the  flood 
tide  of  the  morning  decided  the  plan  of  attack  and  the  order  of  battle. 

The  order  of  battle  comprised  a  main  squadron  ranged  in  a  line  ahead, 
and  a  flanking  squadron,  which  was  to  be  thrown  off  on  the  northern 
section  of  the  harbor  to  engage  the  enemy’s  flotilla  and  prevent  them 
raking  the  rear  ships  of  the  main  line  when  it  turned  to  the  southward, 
or  cutting  off  a  disabled  vessel. 

The  main  squadron  consists  of  the  frigate  Wabash ,  Commander  C.  E. 
P.  Bodgers,  the  leading  ship;  the  frigate  Susquehanna ,  Captain  J.  L. 
Lardner;  the  sloop  Mohican ,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon;  the  sloop  Semi¬ 
nole,  Commander  J .  P.  Gillis ;  the  sloop  Pawnee,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
E.  H.  Wyman;  the  gunboat  TJnadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Col¬ 
lins;  the  gunboat  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens;  the 
gunboat  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead,  and  the 
sailing  sloop  Vandalia ,  Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty,  towed  by  the  Isaac 
Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson. 

The  flanking  squadron  consisted  of  the  gunboat  Bienville,  Commander 
Charles  Steedman,  the  leading  ship;  the  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Daniel  Amrnen;  the  gunboat  Curlew ,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  P.  G.  Watmough;  the  gunboat  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  T.  A.  Budd,  and  the  gunboat  A  ugusta,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 
the  closing  ship  of  that  line. 

The  plan  of  attack  was  to  pass  up  midway  between  Forts  Walker  and 
Beauregard,  receiving  and  returning  the  fire  of  both,  to  a  certain  dis¬ 
tance  about  2£  miles  north  of  the  latter.  At  that  point  the  line  was  to 
turn  to  the  south  round  by  the  west  and  close  in  with  Fort  Walker, 
encountering  it  on  its  weakest  flank,  and’  at  the  same  time  enfilading, 
in  nearly  a  direct  line,  its  two  water  faces.  While  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward  the  vessels  of  the  line  were  head  to  tide,  which  kept  them  under 
command  whilst  the  rate  of  going  was  diminished. 

When  abreast  of  the  fort  the  engine  was  to  be  slowed  and  the  move¬ 
ment  reduced  to  only  as  much  as  would  be  just  sufficient  to  overcome 
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the  tide,  to  preserve  the  order  of  battle  by  passing  the  batteries  in  slow 
succession,  and  to  avoid  becoming  a  fixed  mark  for  the  enemy’s  fire. 
On  reaching  the  extremity  of  Hilton  Head  and  the  shoal  ground  making 
off  from  it  the  line  was  to  turn  to  the  north  and  east  and,  passiiig  to  the 
northward,  to  engage  Fort  Walker  with  the  port  battery  nearer  than 
when  first  on  the  same  course.  These  evolutions  were  to  be  repeated. 
The  accompanying  plan  will  explain  the  preceding  description. 

The  captains  of  the  ships  had  been  called  on  board  and  instructed  as 
to  the  general  formation  of  the  lines  and  their  own  respective  places. 

At  8  o’clock  the  signal  was  made  to  get  underway.  At  8: 10  a.  m., 
the  ship  riding  to  the  flood,  tripped  her  anchor,  and  at  8:30  a.  m.  the 
ship  turned  and  was  headed  in  for  the  forts.  At  9  the  signal  was  made 
for  close  order.  At  9  :  26  a.  m.  the  action  was  commenced  by  a  gun  from 
Fort  Walker,  immediately  followed  by  another  from  Fort  Beauregard. 
This  was  answered  at  once  from  this  ship  and  immediately  after  from 
the  Susquehanna.  At  10  o’clock  the  leading  ship  of  the  line  turned  to 
the  southward  and  made  signal  to  the  Vandalia  (which  ship,  in  tow  of 
the  Isaac  Smith,  was  dropping  astern  and  was  exposed  without  support 
to  the  fire  of  Fort  Beauregard)  to  join  company.  At  10:15  a.  in.  the 
signal  was  made  for  closer  action,  the  Wabash  slowly  passing  Fort 
Walker  at  a  distance,  when  abreast,  of  800  yards.  At  11  the  signal  was 
made  to  get  into  and  preserve  stations,  and  at  11 :  15  a.  m.  to  follow  the 
motions  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Standing  to  the  northward,  nearly  in  the  line  shown  in  the  diagram, 
the  ship’s  head  was  again  turned  to  the  southward,  and  she  passed  the 
guns  of  Fort  Walker  at  a  distance  less  than  GOO  yards.  The  sights 
were  adjusted  to  550  yards.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  the  enemy’s  flag  was  shot 


away. 

The  second  fire  with  the  starboard  guns  of  the  Wabash  and  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Lardner,  in  the  Susquehanna ,  my  second  in  command,  who  always 
kept  so  near  as  to  give  me  the  entire  support  of  his  formidable  battery, 
seems  at  this  short  distance  to  have  discomfited  the  enemy.  Its  effect 
was  increased  by  the  shells  thrown  from  the  smaller  vessels  at  the 
enfilading  point.  It  was  evident  that  the  enemy’s  fire  was  becoming 
much  less  frequent,  and  finally  it  was  kept  up  at  such  long  intervals 
and  with  so  few  guns  as  to  be  of  little  consequence. 

After  the  Wabash  and  Susquehanna  had  passed  to  the  northward  and 
given  the  fort  the  fire  of  their  port  battery  the  third  time,  the  enemy 
had  entirely  ceased  to  reply  and  the  battle  was  ended. 

At  1.15  p.  m.  the  Ottawa  signaled  that  the  works  at  Hilton  Head 
were  abandoned.  This  information  ivas,  a  few  minutes  later,  repeated 
by  the  Pembina .  As  soon  as  the  starboard  guns  of  this  ship  and  the 
Susquehanna  had  been  brought  to  bear  a  third  time  upon  Foit  Walker, 
I  sent  Commander  John  Rodgers  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce.  LUe 
hasty  flight  of  the  enemy  was  visible  and  was  reported  from  the  tops. 
At  twenty  minutes  after  2  Captain  Rodgers  hoisted  the  flag  of  the 
Union  over  the  deserted  post.  At  forty-five  minutes  after  2  I  anchored 
and  sent  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  on  shore  with  the  marines  and 
a  party  of  seamen  to  take  possession  and  prevent,  if  necessary,  the 
destruction  of  public  property. 

The  transports  now  got  underway  and  came  up  rapidly,  anti  by 
nightfall  Brigadier-General  Wright’s  brigade  had  landed  and  entered 

upon  the  occupation  of  the  ground.  ,,  lr 

I  have  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  report  that  the  plan  of  attack 
designed  making  the  reduction  of  Fort  Walker  the  business  of  the 
day.  In  passing  to  the  northward,  however,  we  had  improved  every 
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opportunity  of  firing  at  long  range  upon  Port  Beauregard.  As  soon 
as  tlie  fate  of  Port  Walker  was  decided  I  dispatched  a  small  squadron 
to  Fort  Beauregard  to  recounoiter  and  ascertain  its  condition,  and  to 
prevent  the  rebel  steamers  returning  to  carry  away  either  persons  or 
property. 

Near  sunset  it  was  discovered  that  the  flag  upon  this  fort  was  hauled 
down  and  that  the  fort  was  apparently  abandoned. 

At  sunrise  the  next  day  tiie  American  ensign  was  hoisted  on  the 
flagstaff  of  Fort  Beauregard  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen. 

The  Pocahontas,  Commander  Percival  Drayton,  had  suffered  from 
the  gale  of  Friday  night  so  badly  as  not  to  be  able  to  enter  Port  Royal 
until  the  morning  of  the  Ttli.  He  reached  the  scene  of  action  about  12 
o’clock  and  rendered  gallant  service  by  engaging  the  batteries  on  both 
sides  in  succession. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  S.  Newcomb,  of  the  R.  B.  Forbes,  which 
vessel  had  been  employed  in  towing  in  the  Great  Republic,  arrived  in 
time  to  take  good  part  in  the  action. 

And  finally,  the  tug  Mercury ,  Acting  Master  Martin,  commanding, 
employed  his  single  Parrott  gun  with  skill  and  effect. 

After  congratulating  you  upon  the  success,  thus  far,  of  our  expedi¬ 
tion,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  counsels  of  the  Department,  and 
which  the  Department  has  fostered  and  labored  to  render  efficient,  the 
gratifying  duty  remains  to  be  performed  of  according  to  each  and  all 
their  due  share  of  praise  for  good  conduct  in  their  encounter  with  the 
enemy.  This  duty,  though  most  welcome,  is  still  delicate. 

I  am  wcdl  aware  that  each  one  did  his  part  in  his  place,  and  when  I 
discriminate,  it  is  in  cases  that  necessarily  fell  under  my  own  immediate 
observation. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  would  have  embraced  and  improved  the 
same  opportunities  of  distinction,  and  in  noticing  those  who  were  made 
prominent  by  their  stations,  or  who  were  near  me  during  the  action,  I 
am  showing  no  invidious  preference. 

The  general  order  No.  2  already  forwarded  to  the  Department, 
expressed  in  general  terms  my  commendation  of  the  gallantry  and  skill 
of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  ships  herewith 
inclosed  do  justice  to  those  under  them,  while  the  results  speak  for 
the  commanding  officers  themselves.  The  names  of  the  latter  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  dispatch.  I  refer  with  pleasure  to  them 
again.  They  did  their  duty  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I  am  most  happy 
to  bear  testimony  to  their  zeal  and  ability. 

The  officers  of  this  ship,  to  whom  I  am  deeply  indebted,  will  be  men¬ 
tioned  by  her  commander,  0.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  in  his  special  report. 

It  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  speak  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  ship  was  handled  during  the  engagement,  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  professional  skilj,  the  calm  and  rapid  judgment,  and 
the  excellent  management  of  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers.  His  atten¬ 
tion  was  divided  between  this  duty  and  the  effective  service  of  the 
guns,  which  involved  the  estimation  of  distances,  the  regulation  of 
fuzes,  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  divisions.  His  conduct  and 
judicious  control  of  everything  within  the  sphere  of  his  duty,  though 
no  more  than  was  to  be  expected  from  his  established  reputation, 
impressed  me  with  a  higher  estimation  than  ever  of  his  attainments 
and  character. 

I  had  also  an  opportunity  to  remark  the  admirable  coolness  and 
discrimination  of  the  first  lieutenant,  T.  CL  Corbin.  The  good  order, 
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discipline,  and  efficiency  in  every  respect  of  this  ship  are  to  a  great 
extent  the  results  of  his  labors  as  executive  officer,  and  they  were  con¬ 
spicuous  on  this  occasion. 

Acting  Master  Stites,  acting  as  pilot,  was  devoted  and  intelligent 
in  the  performance  of  liis  duties,  and  the  third  assistant  engineer, 
Missimer,  who  attended  the  bell,  was  prompt  and  always  correct. 

Acting  MasterS.  W.  Preston,  acting  as  my  flag-lieutenant,  displayed 
throughout  the  day  au  undisturbed  intelligence  and  a  quick  and  gen¬ 
eral  observation  which  proved  very  useful.  His  duties  as  signal 
officer  were  performed  without  mistake.  This  gentleman,  and  the 
young  officers,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lamson,  Mr.  J.  P.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  J.  II. 
Rowland,  who  were  also  under  my  eye  in  immediate  command  of  the 
pivot  guns  and  spar-deck  divisions,  sustained  the  reputation  and 
exhibited  the  benefits  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  training  of  which 
only  could  make  such  valuable  officers  of  such  young  men. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  a  passenger  in  this  ship,  going  to  take 
command  of  the  steamer  Flag,  volunteered  to  act  upon  my  staff.  It 
would  be  difficult  for  me  to  enumerate  the  duties  he  performed,  they 
were  so  numerous  and  various,  and  he  bi  ought  to  them  all  an  invincible 
energy  and  the  highest  order  of  professional  knowledge  and  merit.  I 
was  glad  to  show  my  appreciation  of  his  great  services  by  allowing 
him  the  honor  to  hoist  the  first  American  flag  on  the  rebellious  soil  of 
South  Carolina. 

My  secretaiy,  Mr.  Alexander  McKinley,  was  by  my  side  throughout ' 
the  engagement,  making  memoranda  under  my  direction.  He  evinced 
the  same  cool  bravery  which  he  once  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  under  fire  in  a  foreign  land.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention 
him  here  as  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  of  great  worth,  and  of  heartfelt 
devotion  to  his  country. 

I  have  ;yet  to  speak  of  the  chief  of  my  staff  and  fleet  captain,  Com¬ 
mander  Charles  II.  Davis.  In  the  organization  of  our  large  fleet  before 
sailing,  and  in  the  preparation  and  systematic  arrangement  of  tne 
details  of  our  contemplated  work,  in  short,  in  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  the  flag-officer,  I  received  his  most  valuable  assistance.  He  pos¬ 
sesses  the  rare  quality  of  being  a  man  of  science  and  a  practical  officer, 
keeping  the  love  of  science  subordinate  to  the  regular  duties  of  his 
profession. 

During  the  action  he  watched  over  the  movements  of  the  fleet,  kept 
the  official  minutes,  and  evinced  that  calmness  in  danger  which,  to  my 
knowledge  for  thirty  years,  has  been  a  conspicuous  trait  in  his  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties. 

Flagshit  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  8 ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  yester¬ 
day,  in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point: 

Wabash. — Killed,  1;  Thomas  Jackson,  coxswain-captain  of  a  gun. 
Slightly  wounded,  Alfred  Hornsby  (seaman)  and  William  Wall 
(seaman). 
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Susquehanna.— Killed,  2;  John  P.  Clark  (ordinary  seaman),  William 
Price,  2d  (coal  heaver).  Wounded  severely,  1 ;  Samuel  F.  Smart  (first- 
class  boy).  Wounded  slightly,  2;  Patrick  Dwyer  (ordinary  seaman) 
and  Samuel  Holbrook  (quarter  gunner). 

Pawnee. — Killed,  2;  John  Kelly  (ordinary  seaman),  W.  H.  Fitzhugh 
(first-class  boy).  Wounded  slightly,  3;  Alfred  Washburn  (master’s 
mate),  Jacob  Hanse  (ordinary  seaman).  Patrick  Quinn  (ordinary  sea¬ 
man)'. 

Mohican. — Killed,  1;  John  M.  Whittemore  (third  assistant  engineer). 
Wounded  seriously,  3;  W.  Thompson,  Isaac  D.  Seyburn  (acting  mas¬ 
ter),  and  Sherman  Bascomb  (ordinary  seaman).  Wounded  slightly, 4; 
Mayland  Outlibert  (third  assistant  engineer),  John  H.  Pitman  (master's 
mate),  John  W.  Townsend  (ordinary  seaman),  Charles  Brown  (ordinary 
seaman). 

Bienville.— Killed,  2;  Pat.  McGuigan,  Alex.  Chambers.  Wounded 
slightly,  3;  Peter  Murphy,  Alex.  Fivey,  William  Gilchrist. 

Seminole. — A  few  slightly  wounded ;  not  reported. 

Total  killed .  8 

Wounded  seriously .  ” 

Wounded  slightly . - .  D 

Killed  and  wounded . 31 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Additional  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  0.,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  making  out  the  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  action  of  the  7th 
instant,  the  names  of  the  wounded  on  board  of  the  gunboat  Ottawa 
were  inadvertently  omitted,  though  the  aggregate  of  the  wounded  in 
the  fleet  was  correctly  stated. 

Ottawa. — Severely  wounded:  H.  C.  Keene  (acting  master),  Tabor 

Green  (seaman).  Slightly  wounded:  -  Hutchinson  (seaman), 

- Dillon  (boy),  Morris  Welch  (landsman). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  the  action  of  yesterday  Thomas  J aekson,  coxswain,  was  killed 
at  his  gun  while  doing  his  duty  gallantly  as  its  captain. 

Alfred  Hornsby,  seaman,  and  William  Wall,  ordinary  seaman,  were 
wounded,  but  are  doing  well.  The  Wabash  was  much  cut  up  in  her 
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rigging,  twenty  injuries  to  it  having  been  reported.  Her  spars  and 
hull  were  struck  nine  times.  A  shot  from  an  80-pounder  rifled  cannon 
passed  directly  through  the  center  of  the  mainmast,  about  12  feet  above 
the  rail;  another  shot  struck  the  forward  part  of  the  same  mast,  carry¬ 
ing  away  the  forward  chafing  batten.  We  have  two  shots  in  the  water 
line,  one  of  which  makes  a  leak  in  the  after  magazine  passage. 

The  spanker  boom  was  shot  away,  as  was  also  the  starboard  lower 
boom  and  spare  maintopsail  yard. 

The  other  shots  struck  the  rail,  the  sides,  and  the  deck. 

The  mainmast  is  much  in  juried,  but  I  hope  to  secure  it  for  good 
service.  I  attribute  the  safety  of  the  ship  to  the  short  distance  at 
which  she  engaged  Fort  Walker,  the  enemy’s  shot  passing  over  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabasii, 

Port  Royal ,  November  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Although  I  know  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Wabash  was  closely  observed  and  warmly  commended  by  you  dur¬ 
ing  the  action  of  the  7tli  instant,  yet,  in  obedience  to  your  demand  for 
a  special  repoit,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following? 

The  men  did  their  duty  as  became  American  seamen,  with  calmness, 
precision,  and  resolute  earnestness.  They  fought  their  guns  with  energy 
and  pointed  them  with  admirable  coolness. 

The  three  gun-deck  divisions  of  IX-incli  guns,  under  Lieutenants 
Upsher,  Luce,  and  Barnes,  were  commanded  by  those  officers  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  illustrated  the  highest  power,  both  of  men  and  guns,  and 
exhibited  the  greatest  effect  of  manhood  and  training.  I  beg  leave  to 
commend  these  officers  in  terms  of  the  warmest  praise,  both  for  skill 
and  conduct,  and  also  Lieutenant  Irwin,  who,  in  command  of  the  pow¬ 
der  division,  did  everything  that  a  brave  and  earnest  man  could  do  to 
make  his  ship  efficient. 

Acting  Masters  Lamson,  Rowland,  and  Robertson,  in  command  of  the 
spar-deck  guns,  followed  the  example  of  their  seniors  upon  the  gun 
deck,  and  did  honor  to  the  Naval  School,  which  had,  at  their  early  age, 
trained  them  to  do  such  effective  service  in  battle. 

Acting  Masters  W.  H.  West,  Rockwell,  Gregory,  and  Palmer,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  the  various  divisions,  evinced  patriotic  zeal  and  courage. 

Mr.  Coghlan,  the  boatswain,  not  only  did  his  duty  in  the  sixth  divi¬ 
sion,  but  skillfully  served  the  rifled  boat  guns,  with  which  he  did  good 
service. 

The  gunner,  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the  magazine,  and  the  carpenter,  Mr. 
Bordman,  with  his  shot  plugs,  did  their  duty  manfully. 

The  engine  and  steam  during  the  whole  action  were  managed  with 
consummate  skill,  which  did  great  credit  to  Chief  Engineer  King  and 
his  assistants. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Missimer,  who  stood  upon  the  bridge  by 
my  side  during  the  action,  impressed  me  very  favorably  by  his  cool 
intelligence  and  promptness. 
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All  the  other  officers  in  their  various  departments  did  their  whole 

duty  faithfully.  ,  ...... 

Acting  Master  Stites  rendered  most  valuable  service  by  his  careiui 
attention  to  the  steering  and  soundings  of  the  vessel,  and  by  his  skill 
and  vigilance  in  keeping  the  ship  clear  of  the  shoals.  I  desire  to  com¬ 
mend  him  especially  to  your  notice. 

My  clerk,  Mr.  Blydenburgh,  acted  as  my  aid  and  did  prompt  and  good 

service.  .  .  TT  r  ,, 

The  two  oldest  seamen  in  the  ship,  John  Dennis  and  Henry  L.  Dooms, 
both  quartermasters,  the  one  at  the  wheel  and  the  other  at  the  signals, 
well  represented  the  gallantry  of  their  class  and  generation. 

The  marines  were  used  as  a  reserve,  and  whenever  called  upon,  ren¬ 
dered  prompt  assistance  at  the  guns  with  the  good  conduct  which  has 
always  characterized  their  corps. 

It  remains  only  for  me  to  speak  of  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant 
Corbin,  who  has  filled  that  post  since  the  Wabash  was  commissioned. 

The  admirable  training  of  the  crew  may  in  a  high  degree  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  his  professional  merit,  and  his  gallant  bearing  and  conspicuous 
conduct  throughout  the  whole  action  were  good  illustrations  of  the  best 
type  of  a  sea  officer. 

At  the  close  of  the  action  the  Wabash  was  engaged  with  E  ort  VV  alker, 
at  a  distance  of  600  yards  or  less,  and  her  officers  and  men  may  well 
feel  satisfied  with  the  precision  of  their  aim  and  the  overwhelming 
power  of  their  rapid  fire. 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty  shells  were  fired  from  her  guns,  chiefly 
with  5  second  fuzes.  Some  grape  was  fired  with  good  effect  from  the 
X-incli  gun  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action. 

I  have  to  thank  .that  most  brave  and  distinguished  officer,  Captain 
C.  II.  Davis,  the  captain  of  the  fleet,  for  the  aid  he  gave  me  when  not 
engrossed  by  the  important  duties  of  his  special  station. 

And  I  desire  to  pay  the  same  tribute  to  Commander  John  Rodgers, 
who,  being  a  passenger  on  board,  had  volunteered  to  serve  upon  your 
staff,  and  never  failed  to  give  me  most  valuable  assistance. 

Xor  must  I  fail  to  bear  witness  to  the  gallant  bearing  and  striking 
coolness  of  your  young  flag  lieutenant,  Mr.  Preston. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  in  the  name  of  the  officers  and  men  of  your  flagship 
for  the  example  you  gave  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wahasli. 

Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  submitting  a  list  of  damages  to 

that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C'.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  a  thorough  examination  has  been 
made  of  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  of  this  ship,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  list  of  damages  received  yesterday  during  the 
attack  upon  the  forts  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point,  viz: 

Fore-topgallant  stay  shot  away;  port  fore  topgallant  bowline  shot 
away;  jib  halliards  shot  away  twice;  port  fore  swifter  injured;  fore- 
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topsail  halliard  block  strap  shot  away;  fore- top  mast  backstay,  lower 
dead-eye  and  laniard  shot  away;  fore  topgallant  backstay  shot  away; 
maintopmast  backstay,  upper  dead  eye  and  laniard;  starboard  and 
port  mainstays  shot  away  by  two  separate  shots;  maintop-gallant 
stay  shot  away;  port  main  swifter  injured;  starboard  swifter  injured ; 
starboard  main  lift  shot  away;  main  rolling  pennant  shot  away;  star¬ 
board  main  truss  shot  away;  starboard  fore  third  shroud  laniard  shot 
away;  ratlines  on  each  side  main  rigging,  one  shot  away  without 
injury  to  shrouds;  one  hawser  shot  away;  jew’s-harp  of  sheet  anchor 
struck  by  shell  and  severed  on  upper  and  lower  parts;  spanker  boom 
shot  away  outside  taffrail;  port  INo.  23,  shot  passed  through  outboard, 
cutting  rail  and  end  of  spare  topsail  yard;  mainmast  shot  through 
about  20  feet  above  deck;  mainmast,  chafing  batten  shot  away;  star¬ 
board  lower  stuns’l  boom  shot  away  and  struck  lower  dead-eye  of 
rigging;  spar  deck  at  No.  16  gun  shot  through  deck,  injured  four 
planks  and  lodged  in  hammock  netting;  water  line  under  No.  3  gun, 
shot  struck,  breaking  copper,  starboard  side;  0  feet  abaft  No.  14  gun, 
shot  struck  port  side  water  line. 

Very  respectfully, 

Tiios.  Gf.  Corbin, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant  C.  It.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flagship  1  Vabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  occupation  of  the  forts. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal ,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  After  the  action  yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  occu¬ 
pied  the  fortification  at  Hilton  Head  with  the  small-arms  men  and 
marines  of  the  11  abash ^  and  held  it  until  the  brigade  of  General 
Wright  had  landed,  when  I  delivered  it  to  that  officer  with  its  muni¬ 
tions  of  war.  It  is  known  as  Fort  Walker,  and  is  an  enclosed  work, 
with  two  water  fronts,  upon  which  are  mounted  en  barbette  VIII  and 
X  inch  columbiads,  rifled  80-pounders,  and  very  heavy  32  pounders. 

There  is  a  traverse  in  rear  of  each  gun.  The  land  front  is  regularly 
bastion ed,  and  connected  with  the  water  fronts  by  curtains  flanked 
from  the  land  side,  a  gun  in  the  salient  ot  each  bastion,  en  barbette ,  and 
one  on  each  flank  in  embrasure. 

There  are  three  demilunes  in  front  of  curtains  in  land  front,  mount¬ 
ing  three  guns.  There  are  two  hot-shot  furnaces,  in  which  were  found 
hot  shot. 

There  are  also  bombproofs. 

I  found  near  Fort  Walker  the  tents  and  baggage  of  its  garrison, 
some  muskets,  and  a  large  quantity  of  excellent  ammunition. 

Six  dead  men,  left  by  the  enemy,  were  buried  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
Wabash. 

The  wounded  had  been  removed. 

I  sent  on  board  the  Wabash  four  prisoners,  found  near  the  fort. 

This  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  visited  lort  Beauregard, 
on  Bay  Point,  upon  which  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  of  the 
Seneca ,  had  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

I  found  it  defended  by  an  enclosed  work,  mounted  with  13  heavy 
cannon,  some  of  them  columbiads  and  one  rifled. 

I  also  found  quantities  of  ammunition  and  much  baggage. 


270 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

V 

A  large  cam]),  a  mile  from  the  fort,  had  been  hastily  abandoned  ;  the 
tents  were  standing  and  much  baggage  and  some  arms  remained  in  it. 

I  desired  Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  this  ship,  to  make  a  carelul  inven¬ 
tory  of  the  cannon  in  both  forts,  and  I  respectfully  enclose  his  reports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  It.  P.  Rodgers, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wabash. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  , 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  guns  and  munitions  of 

war  contained  in  Fort  Beauregard. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  November  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  this  day 
visited  the  fort  known  as  Fort  Beauregard,  situated  upon  Bay  Point, 
and  there  instituted  a  careful  survey  of  the  ordnance  and  ammunition 
contained  in  and  lying  about  the  fort,  and  have  to  report  as  follows: 

The  fort  has  four  faces,  upon  which  guns  are  mounted,  each  face 
looking  on  the  water  and  each  gun  so  mounted  as  to  command  the  water 
approach  to  Broad  and  Beaufort  rivers.  The  guns  are  thirteen  in  num¬ 
ber,  of  the  following  sizes: 

Five  32’s,  navy  pattern,  1845;  all  in  good  order. 

One  rifled  6-inch,  new,  marked  G.  S.  A.,  1861;  J.  R.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F.; 
gun  burst  and  carriage  destroyed. 

Five  seacoast  guns,  42-pounders,  long  and  very  heavy;  all  in  good 
order. 

One  X-inch  columbiad,  marked  0.  S.  A.,  1861;  J.  R.  A.  &  Go.,  T.  F. ; 
Palmetto  coat  of  arms;  weight  13,226  pounds;  spiked  with  steel  spike 
and  loaded. 

One  VUI-inch  columbiad;  same  marks  as  the  X-inch;  in  good  order. 

There  is  also  upon  each  flank  of  the  main  work,  at  a  distance  of  about 
150  yards  from  it,  a  small  work  built  to  command  the  land  approach 
along  the  beach,  as  well  as  the  channel  abreast.  These  outer  works 
are  connected  by  earthworks  with  the  main  fort. 

Upon  the  outer  work  on  the  left  flank  are  mounted  2  24-pounders,  in 
good  order,  marked  8.  O.  Upon  the  outer  work  on  the  right  flank  are 
mounted  3  32-pounders,  63-cwt.,  navy  pattern,  1845;  all  in  good  order. 

Within  the  fort  were  also  2  fieldpieces,  6  pounders,  old  Spanish  pat¬ 
tern;  making  in  all  20  pieces  of  ordnance  of  the  classes  as  above 
enumerated. 

Within  the  fort  I  found  a  great  amount  of  ammunition  scattered 
about  in  disorder.  In  the  shell  room  were  several  hundred  shells  filled 
and  fuzed  for  the  various  sizes  of  guns.  The  magazine  is  filled  with 
powder,  put  up  in  cylinders  ready  for  use;  the  powder  appears  to  be 
of  most  excellent  quality.  There  are  two  furnaces  for  heating  shot, 
both  tilled  with  shot,  some  of  them  partly  melted.  The  ammunition 
chests  are  nearly  all  full  of  powder.  In  a  pool  of  water  in  the  rear 
large  quantities  of  ammunition  are  lying  where  it  was  thrown  by  the 
enemy  before  retreating. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 

G.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  Esq., 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 
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Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  guns  and  munitions  of 

war  contained  in  Fort  Walker. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Port  Royal ,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  this  day  made  a  careful 
examination  of  the  guns  and  munitions  of  war  mounted  and  contained 
within  Fort  Walker,  so  called,  situated  upon  Hilton  Head  in  this  har¬ 
bor,  and  have  to  report  as  follows: 

Upon  the  sea  front  of  said  fort  there  are  mounted  upon  the  best  im¬ 
proved  modern  barbette  carriages,  circular  railways,  the  following  guns : 

One  6-inch  rifled  gun;  marks  J.  E.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F.,  1861;  C.S.  A.;  Pal¬ 
metto  coat  of  arms  on  pawl  of  sight  (right-angle  sea  face) ;  in  good  order. 

Six  32-pounders  of  62-cwt.,  each,  1845;  navy  pattern,  of  which  one 
has  the  cascabel  knocked  off ;  three  are  dismounted  and  carriages 
ruined;  all  loaded  and  generally  in  good  order. 

One  X-incli  columbiad,  13,220  pounds  weight;  marks  J.  E.  A.  &  Co., 
T.  F.,  1861;  Palmetto  coat  of  arms;  C.  S.  A.,  1861;  in  good  order. 

One  VIII -inch  columbiad,  9,018  pounds;  marks  J.  E.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F., 
1861;  C.  S.  A. 

Three  seacoast  howitzers,  Vll-iuch,  1,600  cwt. ;  oid  army  pattern  ;  in. 
good  order,  loaded;  one  spiked  with  priming  wire,  marked  “Charles¬ 
ton,  with  great  haste.” 

One  rifled  6-inch,  in  good  order,  loaded;  marked  J.  E.  A.  &  Co., 
T.  F.,  1861;  C.  S.  A  (in  left  angle  sea  front). 

At  or  surrounding  each  gun,  ammunition  is  placed  in  great  profusion. 
Five  large  chests  filled  with  powder  for  the  various  guns  in  front  of 
them.  Shot,  shell,  and  rifled  projectiles  are  also  scattered  about  with¬ 
out  limit.  In  center  of  fort  are  two  furnaces  for  hot  shot,  and  one 
pump  with  water. 

In  left  wing  are  1  32-pounder,  same  class  as  others  before  mentioned. 
1  seacoast  howitzer,  42-pounder,  not  mounted  ;  all  in  good  order. 

[In]  outer  work,  in  rear,  commanding  land  approach,  are  mounted  2 
32  pounders,  S,  C.,  1851  and  1827 ;  loaded  with  canister  by  our  men 
after  taking  possession  to  command  land  approach;  in  good  order.  1 
VM-inch  heavy  howitzer,  mounted  on  navy  carriage,  loaded  with  can¬ 
ister,  just  put  up,  commanding  approach  to  angle  of  outer  work;  the 
only  gun  in  embrasure;  ammunition  chest  full,  grape  and  canister  sur¬ 
rounding  gun;  1  English  siege  gun,  marked  with  broad  arrow,  and 
G.E.  and  crown;  12-pounder,  behind  embankment  at  right  of  right 
wing;  1  English  siege  gun,  marked  with  broad  arrow,  and  G.E.  and 
crown  ;  12  pounder,  behind  embankment  at  right  of  right  wing,  mounted 
to  right  of  magazine  to  command  the  ditch  of  main  work. 

In  right  wing  are  mounted  3  32  pounders,  same  class  as  others  before 
mentioned. 

There  are  also  in  covered  way,  leading  to  shell  room  and  magazine, 
about  250  X-inch,  100  Vlll-incli  shell,  some  loaded  and  fixed  with 
sabots  and  straps;  50  42-pounder  shot,  50  boxes  (4  shell  in  each)  rifled 
6-inch  shell  of  three  patterns,  300  VIII  and  6  inch  canister,  rammers, 
sponges,  accouterments,  primers,  tools  of  all  descriptions. 

The  magazine  door  being  locked,  I  was  unable  to  enter  without 
destroying  the  door.  In  all,  there  are  mouuted  23  guns  of  heavy  cali¬ 
ber,  all  of  which  are  in  good  condition  and  serviceable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Lieutenant. 

C.  E.  P.  Eodgers, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Wabash. 
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Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  found  myself  a  few  miles  from  Tybee  light¬ 
house,  and  at  once  commenced  steaming  for  Port  Itoyal  entrance.  Soon 
after  I  stood  off  in  pursuit  of  a  schooner,  which  I  thought  intended 
breaking  the  blockade,  but  which  proved  to  be  laden  with  coal  foi  the 
squadron.  As  my  stock  was  reduced  to  one  day’s  supply,  and  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  fleet  was  at  anchor  outside,  1  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  to  replenish,  while  towing  the  vessel  to  our  mutual  desti¬ 
nation,  and  this  1  was  doing,  when  about  10  o’clock  I  heard  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  cannonade.  I  immediately  cast  off  the  schooner  and  stood 
for  the  scene  of  action,  which  I  reached  at  a  little  after  113  o’clock.  In 
passing,  I  engaged  the  batteries  on  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head,  but 
soon  getting  out  of  range  of  the  former,  I  directed  my  fire  on  the  latter 
until  signal  was  made,  about  2.30,  to  cease  firing. 

During  this  time,  I  expended  24  X-inch  and  37  32-pounder  shell  and 
5  32  pounder  shot,  and  4  15  pounder  rifle  shell.  I  could  have  fired 
much  more  frequently,  but  as  there  were  evident  signs  toward  the  last 
that  the  enemy  were  leaving,  I  thought  it  well  to  spare  the  ammuni¬ 
tion.  The  only  injuries  received  were  a  shot  through  the  mainmast  and 
the  boom  topping  lift  and  several  small  pieces  ot  rigging  cut  away. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Unofficial  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal ,  November  30 ,  1861. 

My  Dear  Wise:  I  wish  I  could  give  you  something  to  interest  you 
in  connection  with  the  attack  on  this  place,  and  which  would  belong 
peculiarly  to  ordnance,  but  really  can  scarcely  at  present  think  ot  any¬ 
thing  that  has  escaped  the  penny-a-liners.  One  thing  struck  me,  how¬ 
ever,  iu  coining  up,  for  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  first  stage  of  the 
action,  and  that  was  the  very  large  quantity  of  bombs  bursting  in  air, 
and  so  high  in  air,  too,  as  to  have  made  them  very  harmless.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  we  committed  the  great  sin  of  the  enemy  in  pointing  too 
high,  which  was  undoubtedly,  in  their  case,  the  reason  that  so  little 
damage  was  done  us.  The  few  shot  that  struck  me  were  all  aloft,  and 
from  appearances  on  the  following  morning  I  could  not  perceive  that 
we  had  at  all  injured  their  works,  or  at  least  to  a  degree  that  would 
have  rendered  them  untenable.  Three  guns  were  more  or  less  disabled, 
but  plenty  were  left  to  carry  on  the  battle,  and  if  the  report  of  the 
Charleston  papers  is  true  about  killed,  I  think  had  they  been  a  little 
older  troops  they  would  have  made  a  much  longer  fight.  As  a  proof 
of  wild  firing  I  saw  Xl-inch  shell  full  a  mile  and  a  half  behind  the  bat¬ 
tery,  and  I  have  been  told  that  many  were  found  much  farther  off.  I 
don’t  understand  their  not  having  burst,  as  I  am  quite  sure  that  every 
one  of  mine  did.  I  found  two  difficulties  with  the  screw  (elevating). 
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In  the  case  of  the  X-inch  of  the  Pocahontas,  it  covered  the  sight  at  two 
degrees,  so  as  to  render  it  useless,  and  had  L  not  made  wooden  ones  for 
the  muzzle  we  could  not  have  regulated  the  elevation  at  all  after  that; 
and  in  the  case  of  the  ride  gun  in  this  ship,  when  fired  with  much  eleva¬ 
tion,  the  handle  invariably  flies  around,  and  if  care  is  not  taken  it  will 
break  off  the  sight.  There  has  been  so  much  firing  this  war  at  long 
ranges  that  a  long  sight  for  the  muzzle  is  indispensable,  and  it  should 
be  invariably  supplied,  as  well  as  a  table  of  approximate  ranges  beyond 
five  degrees,  particularly  for  the  rifle  guns.  These  latter  do  not  seem 
to  find  much  favor,  owing;  most  likely  to  the  shape  of  the  vent.  There 
is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  them  clear,  particularly  with  the  friction 
primers,  which  are  also  very  inconveniently  exploded  with  the  side 
vents.  Then  rapid  firing  is  out  of  the  question;  as,  if  not  washed  out 
every  few  fires,  nothing  but  a  battering  ram  will  get  the  shot  home. 
This  would,  of  course,  preclude  rapid  firing.  As  the  secesh  people, 
however,  seem  to  swear  by  them,  never  trusting  the  most  insignificant 
fort  or  ship  without  at  least  one,  we  must,  of  course,  have  them  too,  or 
the  game  of  the  Savannah  will  be  played  again  farther  south,  and 
indeed  I  think  the  last  reports  from  Tybee  mention  something  of  the 
sort  there.  With  the  vantage  ground  their  light  steamers  occupy, 
attempting  to  come  to  close  quarters  is  utterly  out  of  the  question. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  scout  up  the  St.  Helena  Sound  and  the 
adjacent  rivers,  and  have  been  so  impressed  with  its  wonderful  impor¬ 
tance  that  I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  it  at  once  occupied.  It  is  only 
inferior  to  this  place  in  a  slight  difference  of  depth,  and  in  everything 
else,  including  nearness  to  Charleston,  decidedly  superior.  I  found 
every  place  deserted,  except  by  the  negroes,  and  took  possession  of 
three  forts,  anyone  of  which  might  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
had  they  been  occupied.  With  the  gunboats  I  went  up  the  Ashepoo 
River,  and  by  pulling  an  hour  or  so  in  a  boat  might  have  paid  Mr. 
Aiken  a  visit.  The  negroes  are  becoming  perfectly  demoralized,  are 
doing  nothing,  and  seem  to  be  perfectly  convinced  that  we  have  come 
to  free  them,  and  in  consequence  are  most  friendly,  and  whenever  we 
call  on  them  for  assistance  work  like  Turks.  I  overheard  one  of  them 
say  that  they  ought  to  work  for  us,  as  we  were  doing  so  for  them.  All 
these  stories  about  their  being  afraid  of  our  selling  them  off  to  Cuba 
are  simply  nonsense,  as  one  of  them  very  sensibly  said  to  me:  “Massa, 
you  don’t  suppose  we  would  have  been  here  had  we  believed  such 
things.” 

No  doubt  the  papers  will  begin  soon  to  pitch  into  us  for  slowness,  but 
I  think  the  fault  lies  with  the  army.  In  the  first  place  13,000  men  can 
not  do  much,  and  in  the  next,  1  don’t  think  when  they  landed  they 
were  much  better  than  a  mob,  in  which  their  officers  did  not  seem  to 
place  much  confidence.  That  the  demoralization  can  only  be  compared 
to  that  after  Bull  Run  throughout  the  whole  lower  countryis  undoubted, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  during  the  first  week  we  could  better  have 
moved  with  0,000  men  than  now  with  40,000;  the  golden  opportunity 
is  passed,  and  as  we  won’t  go  in  search  of  them  they  are  coming  to  us. 
The  only  way  that  I  can  account  for  the  panic  is  the  fear  of  the  slaves, 
and  there  being  really  no  troops  in  this  part  of  the  country,  they  had 
evidently  stripped  themselves  here  in  hopes  by  that  means  to  carry  the 
war  into  Africa,  the  true  game  when  practicable,  and  the  one  we  are 
ourselves  now  trying.  The  gunboats  have  proved  themselves  invalu¬ 
able  for  this  kind  of  service,  and  it  is  only  a  pity  that  we  had  not  forty 
instead  of  four;  most  useful  employment  could  be  found  for  all  of  them. 
It  is  rather  singular  that  although  the  forts  had  the  greatest  quantity 
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of  rifle  shells  and  hot  shot  there  is  no  knowledge  of  one  of  the  former 

having  burst  or  of  one  of  the  latter  having  burned.  I  do  not  believe 
myself  that  the  common  plunger  with  a  nipple  and  cap  will  ever  answer, 
and  we  must  lind  out  something  else.  The  shell  which  struck  the 
Wabash  seemed  to  have  done  so  fairly  end  on;  the  cap  was  crushed  in 
and  yet  no  explosion.  1  hey  use  a  very  ingenious  mode  ot  preventing 
accidental  explosion,  which  is  by  placing  two  delicate  pieces  of  wire  on 
each  side  of  the  nipple,  which  must  be  crushed  in  before  the  head  ot 

the  percussion  cap  can  be  reached.  „  , 

We  have  here  an  English  frigate  VImmortahte,  pretty  much  ot  the 
Wabash  class,  but  with  much  lighter  guns,  VIII  inch  on  gun  and  d-  s 
on  spar  deck,  but  to  make  up,  an  Armstrong  hundred-pounder,  which 
is  a  perfect  gun,  only  weighs  81  hundredweight,  and  finished  like  a 
piece  of  jewelry  work.  If  the  vent  will  stand,  which  they  say  it  will, 
it  is  the' gun,  and  my  objections  to  breecli-loading  are  much  weakened 
after  seeing  it.  The  sights  are  at  the  side,  and  with  a  tangent  screw 
for  minutes,  more  strongly  made  than  ours,  and  I  think  an  improv  einent ; 
in  many  other  respects  they  are  not  up  to  us,  as  shape  ol  guns,  quoins 
instead  of  screws,  etc.,  but  ahead  in  the  rifle  musket,  which  is  the 
Enfield,  shortened,  and  with  the  regular  ship’s  cutlass,  very  much  such 
a  one  as  our  new  one,  only  a  little  longer,  to  slip  on  as  Sharps  swoid 
bayonet,  giving  it  the  enormous  advantage  over  the  latter  ot  a  sword 
with  a  guard  for  the  hand,  without  which  one  can  not  be  used  as  a 
weapon  of  defense,  and  I  recommend  it  to  your  attention.  All  the 
pistols  on  board,  two  hundred  and  odd,  are  revolvers,  the  common 
pistol  being  entirely  discarded.  The  rammers  and  sponges  are,  as  in 
some  of  our  ships,  kept  on  the  hooks  during  exercise.  Theie  is  at¬ 
tached  to  each  musket  a  safety  cap  to  cover  the  nipple,  on  which  the 
hammer  rests  when  down,  thus  preventing  all  chance  of  explosion,  and 
permitting  the  guns  to  be  kept  loaded  in  the  arms  chests,  if  it  should 
be  advisable  on  occasions,  and  much  decreasing  the  chances  of  accident 
generally.  Four  shell  for  each  gun  are  kept  on  deck  overhead,  amid¬ 
ships,  and  every  weapon  or  utensil  required  for  the  gun’s  crew  in 
action  is  also  triced  up  overhead,  including  all  spare  articles.  The 
ammunition  for  the  boats  is  round  the  mainmast  in  a  kind  of  crib. 

The  Immortalit&s  engine  can  work  up  to  2,800  horsepower,  the 
Wabash  only  900,  and  the  captain  assures  me  in  smooth  water  she  goes 
13  knots  with  steam  alone.  *  *  * 

Yours,  most  truly, 

P.  Drayton. 

I  will  send  you  the  expenditures  of  ordnance  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
them. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Anchorage  in  Beaufort  River ,  November  7 , 1861 — 7:  30  p.  m. 

Sir:  Having  proceeded  from  Hilton  Head  to  the  anchorage  desig¬ 
nated  in  your  order  of  this  evening,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
our  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  action  to-day  with  the  rebel  battery 
and  troops  at  Hilton  Head. 

In  obedience  to  your  general  signal,  we  got  underway  with  this 
vessel  at  8:45  a.  m.,  cleared  ship  for  action,  and  took  our  station  in 
line  as  directed,  standing  up  channel  between  Hilton  Head  batteries 
and  those  on  Phillips  Island  at  Bay  Point. 
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At  10  a.  m.  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Wabash ,  the  leading  ship 
of  the  line. 

At  10:15  a.  in.,  when  in  range  of  Bay  Point  battery,  we  opened  fire 
with  our  starboard  broadside,  two  32-pounder  medium  guns,  our  XI- 
incl)  pivot  gun  trained  on  Hilton  Head  battery,  with  which  we 
answered  briskly  the  enemy’s  fire. 

At  10:  20  a.  m.  a  shot  over  our  starboard  quarter  cut  away  spanker 
boom  topping  lift  near  the  poop. 

At  10 : 25  a.  m.  a  rifle  bolt  passed  over  starboard  side  forward,  cut 
away  ash  crane,  through  hammocks,  and  over  sheet  anchor,  port  side. 

At  10:35  a.  m.  headed  down  in  position  and  returned  in  a  lively 
manner  the  fire  from  Hilton  Head  battery  with  our  starboard  guns. 

11:05  [a.  in.]  a  32-pounder  from  the  rebels  passed  through  the  star¬ 
board  side  of  the  Seminole,  just  forward  of  our  fore  channels,  across 
berth  deck,  cutting  ladder  of  fore  hatch,  and  lodged  in  the  bags  on  port 
side. 

11 : 15  [a.  m.]  our  port  main  brace  was  shot  away  by  rifle  bolt. 

11:18  a.  m.  another  cut  away  our  fore-topgallant  backstay;  another 
shot  away  our  fore-topgallant  halliards,  fore-topsail  buntlines  and  jib 
halliards. 

At  11:50  a.  m.  expended  all  our  shell  for  the  medium  32-pounders; 
continued  our  fire  with  solid  shot,  using  shell  in  our  XI -inch  pivot, 
some  30  of  which,  out  of  42  Xl-iuch  shell  fired,  took  effect  in  and  around 
the  batteries  and  camp  of  the  enemy. 

At  2  p.  m.  gunboat  inshore  made  signal,  “Enemy  enfeebled  is.” 

At  2 :  45  p.  m.  flagship  signaled  “  Cease  firing.” 

Our  guns  were  well  served  and  our  shot  were  seen  to  do  good  execu¬ 
tion  ;  ship  kept  in  her  position  as  near  as  possible  without  fouling  other 
vessels;  officers  and  crew  did  their  duty  with  cheerful,  cool,  and  steady 
courage.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  them  to  your  notice. 

At  3:  03  p.  m.  the  star-spangled  banner  of  our  beloved  Union  was 
seen  waving  from  the  flagstaff  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Confederates. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you. 

We  expended  43  Xl-inch  shell,  82  32-pounder  shell,  and  about  00 
round  shot  during  the  action;  kept  our  position  next  to  Mohican,  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  fight  we  were  abreast  the  guns  of  the  upper  or 
northwestern  part  of  semicircular  battery  at  Hilton  Head,  thus  giving 
a  cross  or  flank  fire  on  the  enemy’s  works  with  our  starboard  guns, 
and  were  the  last  to  leave  his  battery,  except  some  of  the  smaller  gun¬ 
boats.  We  were  struck  six  times,  but  one  shot  in  hull  above  water 
line;  some  of  the  crew  received  slight  splinter  wounds,  but  providen¬ 
tially  none  were  killed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  regarding  casual¬ 
ties  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Hilton  Head,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  yesterday 
with  the  fort  at  this  place  and  its  opposite,  this  ship  was  struck  ten 
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times  iii  the  hull  and  in  twenty  different  parts  of  spars  and  rising, 

but  was  not  materially  injured.  ,  0 

Two  men  were  mortally  wounded,  since  dead,  1  severely,  and  z 

The  officers  and  crew  began  the  fight  and  went  through  with  it  with 

the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag- Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  A.tlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  ammunition,  expended  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1S61. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  correct  account  of  the  powder,  shot,  and 
shell  used  in  the  engagement  of  this  day,  viz: 


Charges  of  12  pounds 
Charges  of  8  pounds  - 
Charges  of  9  pounds  . 
Charges  of  8  pounds  . 
Charges  of  6  pounds  . 

Solid  shot . 

5-second  shell . 

10-second  shell . 

15-second  shell . - 


109 

70 

42 

173 

32 

2 

145 

142 

137 


Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  H.  Summers, 

Acting  Gunner. 


Captain  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  regarding  casualties 

to  that  vessel. 


IT.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  off  Hilton  Head  this 
ship  suffered  the  following  damage: 

Shot  in  starboard  main  yardarm,  five  shot  in  hull. 

One  screw  to  main  rigging  carried  away  by  a  shot.  Serious  injuries 
to  after  hatch;  nothing,  however,  that  may  not  readily  be  repaired 
with  some  carpenter’s  aid.  One  of  my  boats  is  so  much  injured  that  it 
must  be  replaced  or  repaired  at  once,  and  I  have  not  the  means.  The 
officers  and  crew  did  what  I  expected  of  them  in  the  engagement,  their 
entire  duty,  with  spirit  and  heart. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  G-odon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  regarding  casual¬ 
ties  on  board  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  of  yesterday  with 
the  forts  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times,  one  shot  passing  through 
and  through  her,  another  striking  bulwarks  forward,  unfortunately 
mortally  wounding  two  men,  Patrick  McGuigan  and  Alexander  Cham¬ 
bers  (since  dead),  and  slightly  wounding  three  others,  Peter  Murphy, 
Alexander  Fivev,  and  William  Gilchrist,  whilst  gallantly  lighting  at 
their  guns.  The  other  shots  did  but  little  damage.  It  affords  me  the 
utmost  gratification  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  excellent  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men.  It  would  be  impossible  to  particularize  the  bearing 
of  any  one  officer  or  man,  such  was  their  gallant  conduct. 

During  the  engagement  we  fired  from  this  vessel  81  32-pounder  solid 
shot,  39  32-pounder  shell,  and  G2  rifle  shell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  Na  val  Forces ,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  8.  6'.,  November  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  fired  yesterday  at  Forts 
Walker  and  Beauregard  33  Xl-incli  shells  and  37  20-pounder  shells 
from  the  Parrott  gun. 

A  majority  of  the  latter  either  fell  short  or  exploded  prematurely, 
while  the  latter  did  good  execution. 

The  vessel  was  struck  six  ti  mes,  but  no  person  on  board  was  sufficiently 
hurt  to  be  classed  as  wounded. 

The  principal  injuries  are  to  two  of  our  boats,  the  loss  of  our  main 
boom,  and  a  shot  18  inches  below  the  water  line,  immediately  forward 
of  the  boilers,  which  will  be  repaired  temporarily  this  day. 

In  designating  the  persons  who  did  their  whole  duty,  I  herewith 
enclose  the  muster  roll  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Lieutenant.  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

II.  S.  Flagship  Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  cqmmanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Royal ,  8.  C.,  November  15 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report: 

On  Monday,  the  4th,  this  vessel  entered  Port  Eoyal  and  sounded  the 
channel  until  within  3  miles  of  Bay  Point,  when  we  were  signaled  from 
the  Ottawa  to  return  and  anchor,  which  we  did  at  4  p.  m.  near  her,  about 
a  mile  farther  out  and  a  cable’s  length  nearer  the  batteries.  The  fleet 
generally  at  this  time  were  standing  in  and  anchoring. 
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An  hour  later  three  rebel  steamers  approached  us  and  opened  fire 
with  rifled  guns,  but  at  a  distance  which  proved  ineffective.  The  Ottawa , 
Pembina,  and  this  vessel  got  underway,  and  standing  in  at  an  angle 
allowing  our  heavy  guns  to  bear,  drove  them  before  us.  At  sunset  we 

returned  and  anchored  as  before.  ,.11 

At  daylight  on  Tuesday  several  rebel  steamers  again  attacked  us. 
We  got  underway,  and  obeying  signal  from  the  Ottawa ,  accompanied  her, 
with  the  Pembina,  Curlew,  Isaac  /Smith,  and  afterwards  the  Pawnee ,  drove 
them  until  we  were  within  a  cross  fire  of  the  batteries  of  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point,  both  opening  upon  us.  No  material  damage  was  sus¬ 
tained;  a  heavy  shell  or  shot  probably  struck  the  vessel  on  the  port  side, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  find  it,  and  probably  will  not  until  we  get  in 
a  seaway.  Our  rigging  was  struck  three  times.  The  object  being 
effected,  that  of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  rebel  batteries,  we 
returned  and  anchored  as  before  at  about  half  past  8. 

Two  or  three  hours  after,  the  rebel  steamers  again  approached  us,  and 
finding  that  they  were  within  range  I  had  the  satisfaction  ot  firing  an 
Xl-inch  shell  at  the  flagship,  which  was  seen  from  aloft,  as  well  as  by 
several  persons  on  deck,  to  strike  just  abaft  the  starboard  wlieelhouse. 
The  vessel  put  into  Bay  Point,  and  on  returning,  or  rather  showing  her¬ 
self  in  the  afternoon,  had  a  large  white  plank  forward  of  the  port  wheel- 
house,  probably  where  the  shell  went  out. 

O11  the  morning  of  the  7th,  obeying  signal,  we  took  position  assigned 
in  the  line,  and  passing  up,  delivered  our  fire  at  Bay  Point,  and  on 
arriving  out  of  fire  of  the  batteries,  made  chase,  as  directed  by  instruc¬ 
tions,  to  the  rebel  steamers.  They  being  river  boats,  soon  left  us,  and  I 
had  the  chagrin  of  having  wasted  several  shells  at  them  at  ineffective 
distance. 

Returning  to  the  attack  on  Hilton  Head,  we  passed  so  near  to  the 
shore  as  to  be  fired  upon  by  riflemen,  who  kept  quiet  on  being  fired  on 
by  our  Parrott  20-pounder.  Prom  an  enfilading  position  we  began  with 
10-second  fuzes,  and  closing  up  found  ourselves  within  effective  5-second 
range.  At  the  latter  part  of  the  action  we  were  within  howitzer  range, 
and  were  using  both  howitzers  effectively,  as  well  as  Xl-inch  gun  and 
Parrott  20-pounder. 

During  the  engagement  we  fired  03  Xl-inch  shells,  9  with  15-second 
fuzes,  28  with  10  second  fuzes,  and  26  with  5-second  fuzes.  Thirty-three 
projectiles  from  the  Parrott  gun  were  also  fired  and  12  24-pound  shrapnel. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Parrott  shell  appears  defective.  Its  flight 
was  wild  and  range  short.  As  I  fired  once  myself  I  know  they  were  not 
to  be  depended  on,  and  the  captain  of  the  gun  was  much  disappointed 
at  his  results. 

During  the  engagement  an  officer  was  kept  at  the  masthead,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  report  our  firing,  by  which  we  were  governed.  I  have 
therefore  reason  to  believe  that  our  fire  was  effective. 

Few  of  our  crew  have  served  before  in  a  vessel  of  war,  and  as  we  went 
into  commission  only  three  weeks  before  the  engagement,  Mr.  Sproston, 
the  first  lieutenant  of  the  vessel,  fired  nearly  all  the  XI  inch  shells  with 
his  own  hand.  Of  him,  as  well  as  of  the  officers  and  crew  generally,  I 
have  to  express  my  warmest  commendation  and  my  surprise  that  amidst 
such  a  shower  of  shot  and  shells  we  received  no  damage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

IAeiLtenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  are  the  damages  sustained  by  this  vessel  in  the 
engagement  of  yesterday,  viz: 

One  42-pounder  shot  starboard  quarter  at  water  line;,  one  18  inches 
above;  tliese  two  shot  cut  four  of  the  frame  timbers,  passed  through 
the  wardroom,  knocking  down  bulkhead  and  demolishing  drawers  and 
bureau  of  the  second  room,  also  sideboard  in  wardroom  and  iron  safe, 
knocking  in  a  panel  in  the  opposite  room  and  partly  destroying  the 
bureau.  One  of  them  struck  the  deck  above,  raising  two  planks,  and 
passed  through  a  panel  into  the  master’s  room. 

One  round  shot  passed  through  the  launches’  chock  on  the  starboard 
side,  through  the  launch,  breaking  the  spare  topmast  and  out  through 
the  port  bulwarks. 

One  passed  through  starboard  forward  port,  striking  the  chase  of 
No.  1  gun,  then  upper  sill  of  port  and  the  cap  square,  breaking  the 
trunnion  of  the  starboard  forward  gun. 

One  passed  through  the  bulwarks  3  feet  forward  of  starboard  for¬ 
ward  gun,  tearing  off  large  splinters,  struck  the  coaming  of  fore  hatch 
and  fell. 

One  port  side,  amidships,  at  water  line;  did  not  penetrate. 

One  grazed  foreyard  and  one  cut  the  main  topgallant  yard  rope. 

All  the  injuries  to  crew  were  made  by  splinters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  H.  Wyman, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  transmitting  sur- 
geon’s  report  of  casualties  on  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Entrance ,  S.  C.,  November  7 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  surgeon 
of  this  vessel  of  the  casualties  resulting  from  this  day’s  engagement. 

As  we  have  no  chaplain  on  board,  will  you  be  pleased  to  give  direc¬ 
tions  regarding  the  burial  of  our  dead. 

I  would  here  mention  that  all  this  ship’s  company,  officers  and  crew, 
have  behaved  with  the  greatest  energy  and  coolness. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  R.  H.  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Commanding  U.  S.  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Entrance ,  S.  C .,  November  7 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 

engagement  to  day.  ,  ,  .  ... 

Killed,  1 _ John  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  chest  crushed  by  splinters 

from  a  round  shot. 
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Severely  wounded,  1 — William  H.  Fitzhugli,  first-class  boy;  leg 
crushed  by  splinters,  involving  amputation. 

Slightly  wounded,  3— Mr.  Alfred  Washburn,  master’s  mate;  head 
and  back  bruised  by  splinters.  Jacob  Hahn,  boy;  head  contused. 
Patrick  Quinn,  ordinary  seaman;  foot  torn  by  splinters. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Gunnell, 

Surgeon. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  Wyman. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  regarding  one  death 

from  injuries. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir:  William  H.  Fitzhugli,  first-class  boy  (contraband),  reported 
yesterday  as  having  received  a  serious  fracture  of  the  leg  from  splin¬ 
ters,  died  last  night. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Wyman, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  a.  m.,  in  conformity 
to  signal  by  the  flagship,  I  weighed  anchor,  took  position  as  prescribed 
in  line  of  battle,  and  followed  the  leading  vessels  into  action. 

Having  shifted  over  one  gun  from  the  port  to  the  starboard  side,  I 
was  enabled  to  present  three  guns  on  that  broadside.  These,  together 
with  the  12  pound  Dahlgren  rifle  gun  on  the  forecastle,  were  served 
throughout  tli©  engagement  with  remarkable  precision  and  coolness  by 
their  respective  crews. 

When  abreast  the  rebel  batteries,  a  shot  from  the  one  located  at 
Hilton  Head  entered  the  steam  drum  above  the  spar  deck.  Out  rushed 
the  steam  and  the  engine  stopped.  Soon  after  a  32-pound  round  shot 
from  the  Bay  Point  battery  struck  a  skylight  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
buried  itself  deeply  into  an  oak  bitt-kead  on  the  port  side,  after  car¬ 
rying  away  the  tiller  chain  on  that  side. 

We  were  promptly  taken  in  tow  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  to  whose 
commander  I  feel  indebted  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  there¬ 
after  brought  us  under  fire  upon  every  favorable  occasion. 

Acting  Master  Harris,  who  had  charge  of  the  gun-deck  division; 
Paymaster  Wood,  in  charge  of  powder  division;  the  engineer  and  other 
officers,  behaved  with  deliberate  energy  throughout. 

To  Divine  Providence  we  all  give  thanks  for  our  preservation  from 
the  slightest  bodily  injury,  and  especially  when  we  reflect  that  had  the 
boiler  been  penetrated  a  short  distance  lower,  the  loss  of  life  from  the 
escape  of  the  steam  must  have  been  serious. 
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With  the  greatest  admiration  at  the  splendid  manner  with  which 
your  flagship  was  fought  and  handled,  and  duly  grateful  to  those 
through  whose  favor  1  was  allowed  to  participate  in  a  victory  the 
results  of  which  must  be  so  glorious  and  important  to  the  cause  we 
serve, 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  A.  Budd, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  November  — ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  as  soon  as  the  Ottawa,  under 
my  command,  could  take  up  her  position  in  the  order  of  battle,  1 
weighed  anchor,  following  in  the  wake  of  our  leading  vessel. 

When  abreast  of  Bay  Point  battery,  finding  that  our  Xl-incli  gun 
was  doing  good  execution,  I  stopped  the  engine  to  engage  it,  and  threw 
about  a  dozen  shells  in  and  about  the  fortification. 

Discovering,  however,  that  we  were  under  a  cross  fire,  I  steamed  up 
to  take  distance  in  the  order  assigned.  About  this  time  a  32-pound 
shot  struck  the  Ottawa  in  the  port  waist,  just  abaft  the  pivot  gun 
(XI  inch),  wounding  severely  Mr.  Keene,  one  of  the  acting  masters, 
who  subsequently  lost  his  leg  by  amputation,  one  other  man  seriously, 
and  four  others  slightly,  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  deck 
of  the  vessel,  the  coamings  ot  the  forward  coal-bunker  hatch,  and 
splitting  two  of  the  upper  beams. 

Discovering,  as  we  ranged  up  witli  tlie  fort  on  Hilton  Head,  that  we 
occupied  an  enfilading  position,  I  continued  to  occupy  it  until  the  enemy 
deserted  their  batteries,  when,  being  the  nearest  to  them,  I  signalized 
the  same  to  the  flagship  and  stopped  firing,  about  500  yards  from  the 


While  engaging  at  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  and  when  within 
300  yards  of  Die  beach  of  Hilton  Head,  some  of  the  riflemen  of  the 
enemy  commenced  firing  upon  us,  when  we  opened  with  the  howitzers, 
charged  with  shrapnel,  and  quickly  dispersed  them. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  notice  the  good  conduct,  coolness,  and  gal- 
lantry  of  both  officers  and  men  upon  the  occasion,  who  behaved  with 
the  steadiness  of  veterans,  and  to  commend  them  to  your  favorable 
notice,  and  the  notice  of  the  Department,  as  worthy  supporters  ot  the 
cause  we  have  espoused. 

Very  respectfully, 

J  1  ’  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Newcomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  R.  B.  Forbes. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  P>.  Forbes, 

Port  Royal  Bay,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  •  T  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  after  performing  the  duty 
assigned  to  me  yesterday  I  hastened  to  join  the  squadron,  my  pilot 
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refusing  to  bring  me  nearer  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  soon  discovered 
the  battery  abreast  of  me  and  quite  near.  I  commenced  tiring.  Sev¬ 
eral  shells  were  tired  near  and  around  us.  I  then  took  my  position  as 
ordered  and  tired  43  shell  from  our  rifled  guns,  but  few  falling  short  of 
the  battery.  In  firing  the  Cochran  shell,  several  jammed  in  the  bore 
of  both  guns,  although  well  greased  before  entering  them.  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  using  the  Hotchkiss  shells.  A  flagstaft  on  shore  was  shot 
away.  Every  officer  and  man  acted  with  coolness  and  laudable  spirit. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  S.  Newcomb, 
Lieuten ant ,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Hu  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 


U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

Port  Royal  Bay ,  S.  C.,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  Thursday,  November  7,  this  vessel,  with  the  T  andalia  in  tow 
astern,  passed  the  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point  twice. 

At  noon  a  shot  from  Bay  Point  battery  struck  the  fore  gaff,  cutting  it 
in  two.  This  was  the  only  damage  sustained,  the  enemy  throwing  their 
shot  directly  over  and  beyond  us. 

I  fired  from  the  Parrott  30  pounder  28  shell  at  the  batteries  and  3  at 
the  rebel  steamers  to  the  northward ;  in  all,  31  shell. 

Officers  and  crew  behaved  witli  perfect  coolness  during  the  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«1.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

U.  S.  S.  Curlew, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  Port  Royal,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  sustained  no  damage 
or  loss  during  the  reconnoissance  on  the  5th  instant  or  during  the  gen¬ 
eral  attack  upon  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point, 
except  in  the  fracture  of  the  Parrott  20-pounder  within  18  inches  of  the 
muzzle;  all  the  fragments  were  carried  overboard,  leaving  a  rugged 
end  which  disabled  the  gun  for  further  service. 

The  tubes  of  the  condenser  and  several  of  the  flues  of  two  of  the  boilers 
were  started  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  battery,  causing  them  to 
leak  so  seriously  that  repairs  are  necessary. 

One  hundred  and  two  solid  shot,  12  15-second  shell,  and  21  10-second 
shell  were  fired  during  the  general  attack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Additional  Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Curlew, 

Port  Iioyal ,  S.  G.,  November  17 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  with  praise  of  the  general 
gallantry,  coolness,  and  cheerfulness  of  the  officers  and  men  under  iny 
command  during  the  several  actions  with  the  rebel  squadron  and  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  4tli,  5th,  and  7th,  instant. 

Master  H.  E.  Mullan,  acting  executive  officer,  rendered  efficient  serv¬ 
ice  by  his  readiness  and  zeal.  Acting  Master  C.  A.  Curtis,  in  charge 
of  the  battery  of  32s,  is  deserving  of  all  praise  for  the  spirit  lie  instilled 
the  men  with,  and  effectualness  and  accuracy  of  the  divisional  firing. 
Acting  Master  Robert  Spavin’s  steadiness  at  the  wheel  merits  com¬ 
mendation.  Acting  Master  H.  N.  Parish,  who  had  charge  of  the  Par¬ 
rott  pivot  gun,  disabled  early  in  the  action  of  the  t  th  by  the  enemy  s 
shot,  afterward  assisted  with  his  crew  at  the  broadside  battery. 

The  paymaster,  William  A.  Aiken,  acting  as  signal  officer,  by  Ins 
coolness  and  watchfulness,  was  of  material  assistance;  he  also  kept  a 
careful  record  of  the  incidents  of  the  several  actions.  Messrs.  Emery, 
Swasey,  McConnell,  and  Loyd,  engineers  of  the  vessel,  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  contend  against  in  the  general  unfitness  of  engine,  boiler, 
and  condensing  apparatus  for  such  rough  service,  managed  to  carry  us 
through  the  action,  for  which  I  was  thankful. 

Fortunately  the  readiness  of  our  medical  officer,  Mr.  I  lerucci,  was 
not  called  upon.  Masters  Mate  Duncan,  acting  as  gunner,  provided  a 
bountiful  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmougi-i, 
Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pembina. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Pembina, 

Port  Royal,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  to-day,  I  forward  herewith  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  <tli  instant: 

November  7,  9:30  a.  in.,  got  underway  in  ob_edience  to  signal  from 
flagship  and  took  station  assigned.  At  10:05  commenced  firing  at 
Bay  Point  batteries  from  Xl-inch  gun  and  20-pounder  rifle,  using  o- 
second  fuzes  from  former  and  percussion  shell  from  the  latter,  llie 
first  appeared  to  burst  with  great  precision,  but  the  shells  from  the 
rifle  were  very  uncertaiu.  Passing  the  fire  of  Bay  1  oiut,  closed  up 
with  Hilton  Head  batteries,  and  with  little  interruption  remained 
eno-aged  until  2:15  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  were  discovered  leaving 
their  battery.  Ceased  firing,  ran  down,  and  reported  same  to  Flag- 
( ifficer  Du  Pont.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report  among  officers  or  crew, 
nor  any  injuries  to  the  vessel,  although  much  of  the  time  under  a 
heavy  fire,  most  of  their  shot  passing  over  us.  The  conduct  ot  the 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  action  was  unexceptionable,  *11  attend- 
ing  to  their  duty  with  a  courage  and  coolness  which  weie  more  to  be 
admired,  as  it  was  their  first  time  undei  fiie. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Bankhead, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  August  27,  1862 . 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Port  Royal  we  were  dispatched 
on  blockading  duty,  and,  consequently,  were  not  present  when  the 
reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  other  vessels  engaged  were 
sent  in. 

Before  leaving  this  station,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gal¬ 
lantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  on  that  occasion  by  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Augusta.  They  were  as  cool  as  they  are  any  other 
day,  and  I  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  precision  of  their  fire. 

The  shot  were  pretty  thick  over  and  around  us, but  we  were  struck  but 
once  in  the  hull.  This  immunity  I  attribute  to  the  flagship  and  other 
leading  ships  receiving  the  weight  of  the  enemy’s  fire  and  being  the 
chief  objects  of  their  aim. 

Early  in  the  action  we  saw  the  Penguin ,  near  us,  disabled  by  a  shot, 
enveloped  in  steam,  but  still  keeping  up  her  fire  with  spirit.  We  took 
her  in  tow,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  fight  passed  the  batteries 
with  her  inline  with  the  other  ships. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  II.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  Commander  Haggerty,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  7,  1861.— At  9:30  a.  m.,  ship  was  taken  in  tow  by  the 
steamer  Isaac  Smith  and  took  our  position  iu  rear  of  first  line  of  battle, 
in  obedience  to  general  order.  Standing  in  to  pass  the  battery  on  the 
southern  point  of  St.  Philip’s  Island;  cleared  for  action.  At  10:30, 
coming  within  long  range,  opened  with  starboard  battery  a  broadside 
of  round  shot  on  the  St.  Philip’s  Island  side  and  the  port  on  the  bat¬ 
tery  on  Hilton  Head,  and  continued  Avitli  shell  while  in  range,  the 
enemy  returning  the  fire  with  rifled  guns,  the  shots  passing  between 
the  masts  and  close  around  the  ship.  FolloAved  the  line  of  battle, 
sheering  around  with  the  starboard  helm,  and  passing  the  battery  on 
Hilton  Head  in  order;  opening  fire  when  in  range;  continued  the 
action  when  in  range  till  2  p.m.,  when  the  battery  on  Hilton  Head 
being  silenced  and  deserted,  flagship  sent  a  boat  ashore  with  flag  of 
truce.  They,  finding  no  one  in  the  battery,  hoisted  the  American  flag, 
which  Avas  received  by  the  squadron  with  hearty  cheers. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Mercury,  Acting  Master  Martin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  5, 1861. — Received  General  Sherman  and - on  board 

and  stood  toward  the  shore  on  a  reconnoissance.  Saw  several  United 
States  steamers  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries  on  shore  and  three 
rebel  steamers.  At  9:30  a.  m.  we  fired  one  30-pound  shell  at  a  rebel 
steamer,  Avliick  fell  short  of  her. 

November  7. — Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina.  At  7  a.  m.  got 
underway.  At  11:58  beat  to  quarters  and  saw  the  Avliole  fleet  in  action 
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and  engaged  the  rebel  batteries  on  shore.  We  took  a  position  about 
1,(300  yards  from  the  shore  rebel  camp  and  tired  fifteen  30-pound  shells,  of 
which  four  were  seen  to  take  effect,  exploding  in  the  midst  of  the  camp. 
At  3  p.  m.  the  stars  and  stripes  were  hoisted  on  Hilton  Head  battery  by 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  found,  on  landing,  that  the 
rebels  had  all  retreated  and  the  batteries  mounted  about  twenty-seven 
guns.  We  beat  retreat  and  assisted  in  landing  troops  from  the  U.  S. 
flagship  Wabash. 

February  10 ,  1862.— Acting  Master  S.  G.  Martin  detached  from  this 
vessel  and  Acting  Master  Rockwell  ordered  to  take  temporary  com¬ 
mand. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  explaining  the 
absence  of  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  attack. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

New  York,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  in  the  outer  roads 
of  Port  Royal  (8th  November  last)  with  the  rescued  marine  battalion, 
under  Major  Reynolds,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer 
Batch  with  a  letter  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  simply  reporting  the 
nature  of  my  special  mission  to  him  (see  my  letter,  copy  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  “A”*),  intending,  as  was  my  duty,  after  resuming 
my  proper  station,  to  forward  to  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough,  under 
whose  orders  I  was  serving,  a  detailed  report  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  rescue  of  Major  Reynolds’  battalion  from  the  wreck  of  the  trans¬ 
port  steamer  Governor  by  the  frigate  Sabine ,  under  my  command. 

On  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  next  day,  I  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  my  ship  had  been  transferred  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pouts 
command,  who,  in  a  private  note,  acknowledges  my  letter,  and  says, 
“I  have  your  rexiort  of  having  saved  the  marines,  and  until  l  can 
acknowledge  your  handsome  services  officially,  please  receive  my  infor¬ 
mal  thanks,”  directing  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  resume  the  blockade  of 
Georgetown,  to  which  place  I  immediately  proceeded  (hereunto 
annexed,  marked  “A-2” ). 

It  was  here,  for  the  first  time,  while  preparing  an  exact  report  of  the 
transaction  to  him,  in  consequence  of  my  having  been  placed  under 
his  command,  that  I  received  his  letter  of  the  24th  November,  convey¬ 
ing  his  previous  order  of  3d  to  me,  to  join  him  oft  Port  Royal,  and  the 
letter  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  placing  me  under  his  orders  (hereto 
annexed,  marked  “B,”  “C,”“D”).  In  his  letter  of  24th  he  regrets  that 
his  order  of  3d  November  had  not  reached  me,  and  in  the  postscript  (as 
you  will  perceive)  he  assigns  the  reason  why  he  could  not  transmit  it 
by  the  Curlew  in  time  for  me  to  join  him  and  take  active  part  in  the 

bombardment  of  the  forts.  ,  ,  ,, 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  the 
noble  ship  under  my  command,  with  her  powerful  armament,  did  not 
participate  and  do  her  lull  share  in  the  capture  of  the  forts. 

The  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  to  the  Department  contains  a 
remark  touching  the'  absence  of  the  “heavy  frigates”  under  his  com¬ 
mand  during  the  attack  that,  without  explanation,  would  seem  to 
apply  to  the  Sabine.  No  censure  can  attach  to  her. 

Ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  orders,  she  was  on  her  station  in 
the  performance  of  the  duty,  as  stated  in  the  accompanying  report, 

*  See  p.238. 
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On  returning  to  Port  Royal  in  December  last,  no  allusion  was  made 
by  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  (during  several  interviews)  to  the  subject  of 
the  official  notice  of  the  “handsome  services,”  an  omission  to  be 
ascribed,  no  doubt,  to  the  pressure  of  important  public  cares. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  becomes  a  duty  to  myself,  as  well  as  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Scibine,  to  submit  to  you  a  faithful  narrative  of 
the  event  and  to  request  that  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  all  the 
parties  concerned,  my  report,*  and  accompanying  papers,*  may  be  put 
on  record  upon  the  files  of  the  ISavy  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  -with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

burial  of  the  dead. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Iioyal  Harbor,  Thursday  Evening,  November  7,  1S61. 
Sir:  All  the  dead  from  the  different  ships  of  the  fleet  will  be  buried 
on  shore  to-morrow.  Further  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPoni, 

Flag -Officer,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  gallantry  of  the  officers 

and  men  of  his  command. 

General  Orders,  )  Flagship  Wabash, 

|  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Sound, 

No.  2.  )  November  8,  1861. 

It  is  the  grateful  duty  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  make  a  public 
acknowledgement  of  his  entire  commendation  of  the  coolness,  disci¬ 
pline,  skill,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command  in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  on  Hilton  Head  and  Bay 
Point,  after  an  action  of  four  hours’  duration. 

The  flag-officer  fully  sympathizes  with  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
squadron  in  the  satisfaction  they  must  feel  at  seeing  the  ensign  of  the 
Union  flying  once  more  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  been 
the  chief  promoter  of  the  wicked  and  unprovoked  rebellion  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  suppress. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  B lockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  9,  1861. 
My  Dear  Lardner  :  I  enclose  a  general  order  to  be  read  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  1  take  the  occasion  to  say  that 

*  For  enclosures,  see  pp.  236,  238-245. 
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your  noble  ship  throughout  the  whole  of  the  battle  was  precisely  where 
I  wanted  her  to  be,  and  doing  precisely  what  1  wanted  her  to  do,  and 
that  your  close  support  of  this  ship  was  a  very  gallant  thing. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Gomman ding  Susquehanna. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Transport  Atlantic,  November  7, 1861. 

Commodore:  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  success  to-day. 
I  intended  to  call  on  you  in  person  this  evening,  but  am  compelled  to 
forego  the  pleasure  until  to  morrow. 

1  am  very  much  afraid  it  is  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  burn  Bay 
Point  to-night.  I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  occupying  it 
to-night.  It  has  already  been  evacuated,  but  for  fear  the  gunners  will 
return  this  evening,  if  one  or  two  gunboats  are  sent  over  I  can  land 
a  regiment  there  at  once  and  save  the  guns,  carriages,  ammunition,  etc. 

Yours,  truly  and  faithfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

acknowledging  congratulatory  letter. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  November  7,  1861. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  your  kind  congratulations.  My  first 
thought  after  we  made  the  cordon  for  your  landing  was  Bay  Point.  I 
have  five  vessels  over  there  to  prevent  the  steamers  carrying  off  men 
and  material.  You  can  send  a  regiment  over  whenever  you  deem  it  fit. 

The  stampede  was  so  immediate  after  our  second  turn  and  opening, 
which,  though  I  say  it  myself,  was  fine,  that  we  have  taken  any  amount 
of  papers  and  documents  and  muster  rolls,  flags,  and  great  many  offi¬ 
cers1  trunks,  etc. 

The  most  important  letter  is  one  from  the  brigadier-general  at 
Savannah,  sending  reinforcements  here  of  the  most  feeble  kind,  three 
companies  and  two  fieldpieces,  and  asking  General  Drayton,  com¬ 
manding  at  Hilton  Head,  to  send  them  back  as  soon  as  possible.  You 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  there  for  weeks.  Forbes  has  gone  out  for 
Ocean  Express. 

Yours,  most  faithfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

[General  Sherman.] 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
acknowledging  the  complimentary  terms  of  dispatch  sent  to  the  War  Department. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  November  19,  1861. 
General  :  A  paper  has  just  been  put  into  my  hands  containing  your 
dispatch  of  the  8th  instant  to  the  War  Department,  in  which  you  have 
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expressed  in  generous  terms  your  appreciation  of  the  engagement 
between  the  squadron  and  the  enemy’s  forts. 

Please  receive  iny  warm  thanks  for  the  compliment,  not  alone  lor 
myself  bnt  for  my  associates.  This  gratifying  testimony  from  a  gal¬ 
lant  soldier  has  gone  to  the  heart  of  every  officer  of  the  fleet,  and  will 
tend  to  maintain  that  harmonious  cooperation  between  the  two  arms 
of  the  service  which  has  been  enjoined  by  the  President,  which  is  so 
agreeable  to  yon  and  myself,  and  so  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

1  am,  general,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

’  *  ’  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  force  under  my  command 
embarked  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  arrived  at 
Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia,  on  the  22d.  In  consequence  of  the  delay 
in  the  arrival  of  some  of  our  transports  and  the  unfavorable  state  of 
the  weather,  the  fleet  was  unable  to  set  out  tor  the  Southern  coast 
until  the  29th,  Avhen,  under  convoy  of  a  naval  squadron,  in  command 
of  Commodore  Du  Pont,  and  after  the  most  mature  consideration  of 
the  objects  of  the  expedition  by  that  flag-officer  and  myself,  it  was 
agreed  to  first  reduce  any  works  that  might  be  found  at  Port  Royal, 
S.  0.,  and  thus  open  the  finest  harbor  on  the  coast  that  exists  south  of 
Hatteras.  It  was  calculated  to  reach  Port  Royal  in  five  days  at  most, 
but  in  consequence  of  adverse  winds  and  a  perilous  storm  on  the  day 
and  night  of ‘the  1st  of  November,  the  fleet  arrived  at  Port  Royal  Bar 
not  till  the  4th,  and  then  but  in  part,  for  it  had  been  almost  entirely 
dispersed  by  the  gale,  and  the  vessels  have  been  straggling  in  up  to 
this  date.  The  transport  steamers  Union,  Belvidere,  Osceola,  and  Peer¬ 
less  have  not  arrived.  Two  of  them  are  known  to  be  lost,  and  it  is 
probable  that  all  are.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  say  that  none  of 
the  troop  transports  connected  with  the  land  forces  were  lost,  though 
the  Winfield  Scott  had  to  sacrifice  her  whole  cargo  and  the  Roanoke  a 
portion  of  her  cargo  to  save  the  lives  of  the  regiments  on  board.  The 
former  will  be  unable  to  again  put  to  sea.  The  vessels  connected  with 
the  naval  portion  of  the  fleet  have  also  suffered  much,  and  some  have 
been  lost. 

After  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  Port  Royal  Bay  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  rebels  had  three  fieldworks  of  remarkable  strength,  strongly 
garrisoned,  and  covered  by  a  fleet  of  three  gunboats  under  Captain 
Tattnall,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  besides  strong  land  forces,  which  the 
rebels  were  concentrating  from  Charleston  and  Savannah.  The  troops 
of  the  rebels  were  afterwards  ascertained  to  have  been  commanded  by 
General  Drayton.  One  of  the  forts,  and  probably  the  strongest,  was 
situated  on  Hilton  Head,  and  the  other  two  on  Phillips  Island.  It  was 
deemed  proper  to  first  reduce  the  fort  on  Hilton  Head,  though  to  do 
this  a  greater  or  less  fire  might  have  to  be  met  from  the  batteries  on 
Bay  Point  at  the  same  time.  Our  original  plan  of  cooperation  of  the 
land  forces  in  this  attack  had  to  be  set  aside  in  consequence  of  the  loss, 
during  the  voyage,  of  a  greater  portion  of  our  means  of  disembarkment, 
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together  with  the  fact  that  the  only  point  where  the  troops  should  have 
landed  was  from  5  to  6  miles  (measuring  around  the  intervening  shoal) 
from  the  anchoring  place  of  our  transports — altogether  too  great  a 
distance  for  successful  debarkation  with  our  limited  means.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  the  place  should  be  reduced  by  the  naval  force 
alone.  In  consequence  of  the  shattered  condition  of  the  fleet  and  the 
delay  in  the  arrival  of  vessels  that  were  indispensable  for  the  attack, 
it  had  to  be  postponed  until  the  7th  instant.  I  was  a  mere  spectator  of 
the  combat,  and  it  is  not  my  province  to  render  any  report  of  this 
action,  but  I  deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  say  that  the  firing  and 
maneuvering  of  our  fleet  against  that  of  the  rebels  and  their  formidable 
land  batteries  was  a  masterpiece  of  activity  and  professional  skill  that 
must  have  elicited  the  applause  of  the  rebels  themselves  as  a  tactical 
operation.  I  think  that  too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the 
science  and  skill  exhibited  by  the  flag-officer  of  the  naval  squadron  and 
the  officers  connected  with  the  ships.  1  deem  the  performance  a 
masterly  one,  and  [it]  ought  to  have  been  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
After  the  works  were  reduced  I  took  possession  of  them  with  the  land 
forces.  The  beautifully  constructed  work  on  Hilton  Head  was  severely 
crippled  and  many  of  tbe  guns  dismounted.  Much  slaughter  had 
evidently  been  made  there,  many  bodies  having  been  buried  in  the  fort, 
and  some  twenty  or  thirty  were  found  some  half  a  mile  distant.  The 
island  for  many  miles  was  found  strewed  with  arms  and  accouterments 
and  baggage  of  the  rebels,  which  they  threw  away  in  their  hasty  retreat. 
We  have  also  come  into  possession  of  about  forty  pieces  of  ordnance, 
most  of  which  is  of  the  heaviest  caliber  and  the  most  approved  models, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  camp  equipage. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  [C.  O.]  Boutelle, 
assistant  in  the  Coast  Survey,  assisting  me  with  his  accurate  and 
extensive  knowledge  of  this  country.  His  services  are  invaluable  to 
the  Army  as  well  as  the  Navy,  and  1  earnestly  recommend  that 
important  notice  be  taken  of  this  very  able  and  scientific  officer  by  the 
W  ar  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  my  report  of  the  8th  instant,  and  after  a  more 
perfect  examination  into  details,  1  have  to  state  that  the  number  of 
pieces  of  ordnance  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands  is  fifty-two,  the  bulk 
of  which  is  of  the  largest  caliber,  all  with  fine  carriages,  etc.,  except 
eight  or  nine  that  were  ruined  by  our  fire,  which  dismounted  their  pieces. 

A  complete  inventory  of  the  amount  of  public  property  captured  is 
being  prepared  and  will  be  duly  furnished.  Besides  the  wreck  of  small 
arms,  etc.,  thrown  away  by  the  rebels  in  their  hasty  retreat,  as  stated 
in  my  last,  a  light  battery  of  two  fine  12-pounder  howitzers  lias  been 
found  to  have  been  abandoned  near  the  ferry,  about  6  miles  distant. 
I  have  also  ascertained  by  examination  that  the  bight  of  the  rebels 
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extended  to  Braddock  Point,  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  about 
15  miles  distant,  the  fort  at  that  point  being  deserted  and  its  guns 
spiked.  It  has  one  X-inch  columbiad  and  two  5J-inch  guns. 

On  clearing  out  the  fort  at  Hilton  Head  the  dead  body  of  Dr.  Buist, 
formerly  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Army,  was  found  in  one  of  the 
galleries  leading  from  the  terre-plein  to  a  caponiere,  he  having  been 
killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  and  buried  by  the  falling  in  of  a  para¬ 
pet.  He  was  the  principal  surgeon  of  this  fort. 

The  effect  of  this  victory  is  startling.  Every  white  inhabitant  has 
left  the  island.  The  wealthy  islands  of  St.  Helena,  Ladies,  and  most 
of  Port  Royal  are  abandoned  by  the  whites,  aud  the  beautiful  estates  of 
the  planters,  with  all  their  immense  property,  left  to  the  pillage  of  hordes 
of  apparently  disaffected  blacks,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  panic 
has  extended  to  the  fort  on  the  north  end  of  Reynolds’  Island,  com¬ 
manding  the  fine  anchorage  of  St.  Helena  Sound.  Of  this,  however,  I 
shall  have  satisfactory  information  in  a  few  days.  I  am  now  in  the 
occupation  of  the  forts  at  Hilton  Head,  the  two  on  Phillips  Island,  and 
the  one  at  Braddock  Point.  The  task  of  unloading  our  vessels  will  be 
a  very  slow  and  difficult  operation,  in  consequence  of  the  extended 
shallow  shores,  until  wharves  can  be  constructed.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
expected  to  be  able  to  leave  here  with  a  large  force  as  soon  as  our 
defenses  are  fully  underway,  to  further  carry  out  the  grand  objects  of  the 
expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington ,  B.  C. 


General  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  expressing  commendation. 

Navy  Department,  November  13,  1861. 

The  Department  announces  to  the  Navy  and  to  the  country  its  high 
gratification  at  the  brilliant  success  of  the  combined  navy  and  army 
forces,  respectively  commanded  by  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  and  Brigadier- 
General  T.  W.  Sherman,  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beaure¬ 
gard,  commanding  the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina. 

To  commemorate  this  signal  victory,  it  is  ordered  that  a  national 
salute  be  fired  from  each  navy  yard  at  meridian  on  the  day  after  the 
receipt  of  this  order. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  recommending  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to 

Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S,  Navy. 

Washington,  February  4,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  third  section  of  the  “Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Navy,”  approved  December  21,  186L,  provides: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate, 
shall  have  the  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy,  for  the  command 
of  squadrons  and  single  ships,  such  officers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  good  of  the 
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service  requires  to  be  thus  placed  in  command;  and  such  officers  may,  if  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  &  vote  of 
thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy,  he 
restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the 
Navy,  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  continuance  as  the  flag- 
officer  in  command  of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  such 
important  service  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  corre¬ 
spond  with  the  intention  of  the  law,  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Samuel 
F.  Du  Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard, 
commanding  the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Harbor,  on  the  7th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1861. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pout,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

Navy  Department,  July  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  22d  February,  1862,  tendering 
its  thanks  to  yourself  and  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
under  your  command  for  the  victory  at  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 

[Enclosure.] 

Resolution  of  Congress  extending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Xavy, 

upon  recommendation  of  the  President. 

A  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Samuel  F. 
Du  Pont  and  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his 
command  for  the  victory  at  Port  Royal. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  tendered  to 
Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  and  through  him  to  the  officers,  petty 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  attached  to  the  squadron  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  for  the  decisive  and  splendid  victory  achieved  at  Port  Royal  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November  last. 

Approved,  February  22,  1862. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  rumors  of  the  Port  Royal  expedition. 

[Hampton  Roads,  Virginia],  November  8,  1861. 

Doctor  Fahs  reports  that  the  information  which  reached  Norfolk 
last  evening  (November  6)  concerning  the  Southern  expedition  was 
as  follows: 

Two  vessels  had  been  driven  on  shore  by  the  late  gale  and  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  One  of  them  he  understood  to  be  a 
steamer  called  the  Union.  The  name  of  the  other  he  did  not  leoollect. 
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One  of  them  had  horses  on  board,  but  fifteen  of  which  swam  on  shore 
and  were  captured,  the  balance  having  been  drowned  or  shot  by  the 
crew  of  the  steamer.  The  other  vessel,  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition, 
gun  carriages,  and  military  stores  generally,  had  become  a  total  loss. 
Seventy-three  prisoners  (the  crews)  had  been  taken  to  Raleigh,  N.  G. 

Forty  vessels  were  reported  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  engaging  >■ 

teries  at  the  entrance  of  that  port,  the  bombardment  going  on  at  that 
time.  One  of  our  vessels  was  said  to  have  been  so  much  injured  by  the 
rebel  shot  that  she  had  been  towed  off,  and  another,  which  had  got  on 
shore,  was  being  so  badly  used  up  by  the  shot  from  a  vessel  under 
command  of  Commander  Tattnall  that  he  expected  to  capture  her. 


[Endorsement.] 


Doctor  Fahs,  who  has  been  up  in  Norfolk  with  his  wife  for  several 
davs,  by  permission  of  General  Huger,  and  under  a  flag  of  truce,  came 
down  yesterday  afternoon,  and  brings  the  written  report  concerning 

our  Southern  expedition.  ,  . 

It  smacks  of  the  truth  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  bombardment  of  Port  Royal,  where,  in 

truth,  the  expedition  was  to  go  direct.  .  , 

I  send  it  for  what  it  is  worth,  supposing  it  may  be  earlier  intelligence 


than  any  yet  received  at  Washington. 


L.  M.  GfOLDSBOROUGH].  . 


Hon.  G.  A  .  Fox. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  November  11,  1861. 

News  has  been  received  at  Hatteras  Inlet  by  deserters  of  taking  of 
two  Confederate  forts  at  Port  Royal  and  landing  large  Federal  force  at 
Beaufort.  From  Norfolk  have  tidings  similar,  with  accounts  [of]  intense 
excitement.  Railroad  near  Beaufort,  with  great  amount  stores,  fallen 
into  hands  [of  the]  Federals.  Deserters  came  into  Newport  News  and 
report  tli  at  Federal  troops  were  advancing  on  Charleston ;  reports  intense 
excitement.  Only  one  vessel  wrecked  on  North  Carolina  coast,  the 
Union ;  the  Winfield  Scott  supposed  lost.  French  frigate  Cleopatra 
burned  to  water’s  edge  off  Hatteras;  all  saved. 

C.  C.  Fulton. 

Mr.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Copv  sent  to  Mr.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  War. 

Fulton. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  November.  13,  1861. 

Fortress  Monroe ,  November  12,  1861. — The  steamer  Bienville  has  just 
arrived  at  Old  Point  from  the  great  expedition.  She  left  Port  Royal 
on  Sunday  a.  m.  and  brings  cheering  intelligence.  She  proceeds  at 
once  to  New  York,  where  she  will  be  due  to  morrow  evening.  Captain 
Steedman,  however,  left  her  at  this  place  and  proceeds  direct  to  Wash¬ 
ington  with  dispatches  and  trophies — two  brass  cannon  and  secession 
flags.  He  reports  the  gale  encountered  by  the  fleet  to  have  been  very 
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severe.  The  Union  and  Osceola  went  ashore  and  were  lost,  as  pre¬ 
viously  reported.  The  Governor  foundered  at  sea,  but  the  Isaac  Smith 
succeeded  in  saving  all  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  marines. 
The  fleet  arrived  at  Port  Eoyal  on  Monday,  4th  instant.  Tuesday  the 
small  gunboats  sounded  and  buoyed  out  the  channel  under  a  lire  from 
the  forts,  which  did  no  damage.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  pre¬ 
vented  active  operations,  but  on  Thursday  morning,  7th  instant,  the 
man-of-war  and  the  gunboats  advanced  to  the  attack.  The  action  com¬ 
menced  at  10  a.  m.  and  was  hotly  carried  on  on  both  sides  and  lasted 
about  four  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  rebels  were  compelled  by 
the  shower  of  shells  to  abandon  their  works  and  beat  a  hasty  retreat. 
Our  loss  was  8  men  and  1  officer.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  Mohican 
killed  and  about  20  wounded.  Eebel  loss  not  known;  52  bodies  were 
found  by  our  men  and  buried.  All  their  wounded  except  two  were 
carried  off.  Two  forts  were  captured,  Fort  Walker,  on  Hilton  Head, 
mounting  twenty-three  guns,  and  Fort  Beaufort  [Beauregard],  on  Bay 
Point,  mounting  ninteen  guns.  The  guns  were  of  heavy  caliber.  These 
were  both  new  and  splendid  earthworks,  of  great  strength,  constructed 
in  the  highest  style  of  military  science,  and  pronounced  by  our  engi¬ 
neers  as  impregnable  against  any  assault  by  land  forces.  The  final 
retreat  of  the  rebels  was  a  perfect  rout.  They  left  everything,  arms, 
equipments  of  all  kinds,  even  the  officers7  swords  and  commissions,  all 
the  letters  and  papers,  both  public  and  private;  order  books  and  docu¬ 
ments  of  all  kinds  were  left  in  their  flight  and  fell  into  our  hands, 
affording  our  officers  much  valuable  information.  Among  the  papers 
was  a  telegram  from  Jeff.  Davis  to  the  commander  of  the  post,  inform¬ 
ing  him  of  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  and  that  he  knew  their  destination 
to  be  Port  Eoyal.  Query:  Who  was  the  traitor?  The  whole  surround¬ 
ing  country  was  seized  with  a  perfect  panic.  The  day  after  the  fight 
the  Seneca  and  two  other  gunboats,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Annnen,  proceeded  up  to  Beaufort  and  found  but  one  white  man  in 
the  town,  and  he  was  drunk.  All  the  plantations  up  the  river  seemed 
to  be  deserted  except  by  the  negroes,  who  were  seen  in  great  numbers 
and  who,  as  the  boat  passed,  came  down  to  the  shore  with  bundles  in 
their  hands,  as  expecting  to  be  taken  off.  They  seized  all  the  letters  in 
the  post-office  at  Beaufort.  After  the  capture  of  the  forts  the  whole 
army,  about  15,000  men,  were  safely  landed  and  established  on  shore. 
The  forts  were  but  little  injured,  but  the  rebels  could  not  stand  the 
explosion  of  our  big  shells.  The  force  of  the  enemy,  as  ascertained 
from  their  papers,  was  from  3,000  to  4,000  men,  under  General  Drayton, 
of  South  Carolina,  Our  victory  is  complete,  the  enemy  losing  every¬ 
thing  but  their  lives,  which  they  saved  by  running.  J.  S.  Bradford,  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  bearer  of  dispatches,  and  B,  H.  Wyman,  command¬ 
ing  the  Pawnee ,  also  arrived  in  the  Bienville  and  take  the  boat  to-night 
for  Baltimore.  The  boats  from  the  Wabash  were  the  first  to  land  after 
the  fight,  and  Captain  John  Eodgers  was  the  first  man  on  shore.  The 
boats  returned  loaded  with  valuable  trophies  of  all  kinds,  one  of  our 
officers  finding  an  elegant  cavalry  sword  with  solid  silver  scabbard. 
Swords,  pistols,  etc.,  were  scattered  about  in  every  direction  and  in  any 
quantity.  But  four  prisoners  were  found,  two  of  them  wounded.  All 
hands  connected  with  the  fleet  are  represented  as  acting  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  The  reporters  who  accompanied  the  expedition 
return  to  New  York  in  the  Bienville  with  full  list  killed.  More  coming. 

Fulton. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  returning 

sketch  of  the  action. 

Coast  Survey  Office,  December  6 , 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  sketch  of  the  action  at  Port 
Royal  on  the  7th  of  November,  which,  as  requested,  has  been  transferred 
to  a  drawing*  representing  correctly  the  topography  of  Port .Royal. 
The  uncertainty  which  remains  in  regard  to  the  dimensions  of  the  forts 
is  of  little  consequence,  as  it  conduces  to  the  clearness  of  the  plan  that 
their  dimensions  should  not  be  accurately  according  to  the  scale  of 

the  map. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  A>  ^ 

Superintendent. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Private.] 


Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  November  15,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  can  not  tell  you  how  earnestly  we  are  all  thanking 
you  for  what  you  and  your  command  have  already  done  for  the  Navy 
and  the  country.  The  success  is  all  that  was  expected,  and  more  than 
we  ought  to  have  asked.  Still,  we  want  men  until  this  infernal  rebellion 
is  disposed  of.  I  have  at  no  time  had  a  doubt  as  to  what  you  could 

accomplish.  ,  . 

I  have  watched  every  movement  from  the  initiative  more  earnestly 
perhaps  than  you  supposed.  It  was  not  possible  to  avoid  a  feeling  of 
sadness  during  the  period  of  that  terrible  storm,  but  even  then  1  did 
not  despond.  My  faith,  like  yours,  held  out. 

Most  sincerely  do  I  congratulate  you  on  what  has  already  been  done. 
You  have  inscribed  your  name  on  one  of  the  proudest  pages  of  our 
history  already;  but  you  are  to  do  still  more  for  the  country’s  salvation. 
Go  on,  my  dear  sir,  in  this  glorious  work. 

We  shall  spare  no  labor  or  means  to  sustain  you. 

Make  my  regards  to  General  Sherman,  to  whom,  with  yourself,  I 
extend  congratulations,  and  believe  me,  dear  sir, 

Most  truly,  yours,  _ 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Official  letter  of  thanks  and  congratulation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 

Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  November  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  no  ordinary  emotion  that  I  tender  to  you  and  your 
command  the  heartfelt  congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  Government 
and  the  country  for  the  brilliant  success  achieved  at  Port  Eoyal.  In 
the  war  now  waging  against  the  Government  in  this  most  causeless 
and  unnatural  rebellion  that  ever  afflicted  a  country  high  hopes  have 
been  indulged  in  the  Navy  and  great  confidence  reposed  in  its  efforts. 


*See  p.  263,  Du  Pout’s  report. 
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The  results  of  the  skill  anti  bravery  of  yourself  and  others  have 
equaled  and  surpassed  our  highest  expectations. 

To  yon  and  your  associates  under  the  Providence  of  God  we  are 
indebted  for  tbis  great  achievement  by  the  largest  squadron  ever  fitted 
out  under  that  flag  which  you  have  so  gallantly  vindicated  and  which 
you  will  bear  onward  to  continued  success. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  announcing  the  victory  at  Port 
Royal  the  Department  issued  the  enclosed  general  order,*  which,  with 
this  letter,  you  will  cause  to  be  read  to  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Extracts  from  tlie  Savannah  Republican,  November  12,  1861. 

The  part  the  Navy  took  in  the  affray  at  Port  Royal. 

Having  been  present  on  board  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah ,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  during  the  late,  to  us,  disastrous  fight 
at  Port  Royal,  I  feel  it  to  be  an  act  no  more  than  due  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  several  Government  vessels  therein  engaged  to  report 
to  the  public  the  role  that  each  and  all  of  them  sustained,  with  honor 
to  themselves  and  to  the  cause,  of  the  ultimate  success  of  which,  by 
their  patriotism,  skill,  and  bravery,  they  are  no  unfitting  exponents. 
It  is,  and  long  has  been,  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  the  officers  of  our 
nascent  Navy  that  the  Goufederate  Government  has  not  hitherto  been 
able  to  afford  them  in  their  line  facilities  to  reap  results  as  glorious  or 
valuable  to  the  greater  advancement  of  our  cause  as  have  been  obtained 
by  the  land  forces  in  Virginia  and  elsewhere;  but  notwithstanding  all 
this,  wherever  they  have  been  placed,  and  under  whatever  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances  they  have  labored,  their  services  will,  no  doubt,  in  future  be 
acknowledged  and  appreciated  in  the  impartial  reckoning  ot  results 
and  distribution  of  favors  at  the  end  of  this  war. 

The  fleet  with  which  Flag-Officer  Tattnall  has  been  furnished  to 
encounter  the  navy  of  the  enemy  is  by  no  means  of  as  powerful  a  char¬ 
acter  as  even  the  now  overstrained  resources  of  the  Government  might 
readily  place  in  his  charge.  One  frail  river  steamboat,  the  Savannah , 
with  two  or  three  tugs  improvised  into  men-of-war  comprise  his  whole 
force.  Our  entire  appreciation  of  this  fact  may,  perhaps,  the  more 
clearly  enable  people  to  acknowledge  the  merit  of  the  late  action  anil 
the  advantages  derived  thereby  of  our  little  naval  lorce  at  Port  Royal. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  (November  2, 1861)  that  1  lag- 
Officer  Tattnall  received  reliable  information  at  Savannah  that  the 
enemy’s  fleet  had  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  for  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
He  instantly  departed  thence  with  his  whole  available  force,  consisting 
of  the  paddle  steamer  gun  vessel  Savannah,  2,  Lieutenant  Command 
ing  J.  N.  Maffitt;  the  Resolute,  2,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones;  the  Sampson,  2,  Lieutenant  Commandifig  J.  S.  Kennard,  and 
the  Lady  Davis,  2,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Rutledge. 

The  Monday  after  his  arrival  he  found  the  enemy,  forty- four  sail 
strong,  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  Perceiving  several  of  their  vessels 
to  be  engaged  near  the  bar  in  taking  soundings,  lie  instantly  wit  i  us 
small  force  attacked  them  at  a  distance  of  but  a  mile  and  a  halt,  and 


*  See  p.  290. 
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after  a  cannonading  of  forty  minutes,  during  which  he  succeeded  in 
entrapping  three  of  the  enemy’s  ‘‘screw  pelters”  under  the  tire  ot  our 
batteries,  finding  that  he  had  to  encounter  English  rifled  guns  lie  retired 

inside  the  harbor.  ,  . 

The  day  after  (Tuesday)  lie  again  engaged  the  enemy  at  long  shots  • 
for  upward  of  an  hour,  apparently  with  some  effect,  the  flagship  Savan¬ 
nah  receiving  no  further  injury  from  the  reception  of  two  shots  than  a 
temporary  one  to  her  upper  works,  and  the  remaining  vessels  ot  the 

squadron  receiving  no  hurt  whatever.  . 

Early  in  the  evening  of  this  day  we  were  all  much  gratified  by  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Page,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  Virginia,  the  second  in  command 
to  Flag-Officer  Tattnall  of  the  Georgia  and  Carolina  coast,  lhis  accom¬ 
plished  officer,  whose  reputation  in  the  old  service,  to  which  lie  has 
long  been  a  bright  ornament,  is  well  known,  was  a  most  valuable 
addition  to  our  force,  and,  as  events  proved,  to  the  army  also,  which  is 
somewhat  indebted  to  his  personal  exertions  for  the  satisfactory  retreat 
made  by  them,  when  even  their  usual  bravery,  most  memorably  dis¬ 
played  as  it  was,  failed  to  quite  support  them  in  their  hour  of  need. 

Everyone  on  board  the  little  fleet  expected  an  attack  from  the  enemy 
during  the  night,  yet  every  officer  and  man  of  it  was  cool  and  collected. 
Sensible  of  the  fearful  odds  which  at  any  moment  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  encounter,  and  fully  resolved  to  meet,  as  far  as  lay  in  then 
power,  any  issue  forced  upon  them  with  the  spirit  of  true  Southern 
sailors,  they  awaited  with  courage  in  their  hearts  and  resolve  stamped 
upon  every  countenance  the  approach  of  a  foe  to  whom  from  old  associ¬ 
ation  they  took  peculiar  pride  in  showing  themselves  ready  to  stand 
by  their  cause  like  men  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche.  But  the  American 
fleet  did  not  attempt  an  entrance,  and  morning  dawn  showed  it  to  be 
in  the  position  of  the  day  previous.  Another  twenty-four  hours  passed, 
only  to  reveal  the  same  mysterious  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Thursday  morning,  however,  at  about  half  past  9,  their,  fleet  was 
seen  to  get  underway  and  stand  into  the  harbor  in  the  following  order: 
The  Minnesota ,  51,  a  screw,  leading,  the  flag  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
at  the  mizzen,  closely  followed  by  the  paddle-wheel  steam  frigate  Sus¬ 
quehanna ,  15;  the  San  Jacinto,  14,  screw  steam  corvette,  and  a  number 
of  screw  and  “paddle  pelters,”  mounting  rifled  guns,  one  of  which  towed 
in  a  sailing  “jackass  frigate,”  not  recognized  by  our  officers  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  but  supposed  to  have  been  the  Cumberland,  24.  At  9  o’clock, 
having  got  within  range,  they  opened  quite  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  bat¬ 
teries,  which  was  returned  by  them  with  spirit. 

Flag-Officer  Tattnall  ordered  the  anchor  of  the  Savannah  hove  up 
when  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  him,  and, 
steaming  up  toward  Hilton  Head  battery,  took  a  raking  position  upon 
the  bow  of  the  largest  American  frigate,  then  hotly  engaging  it,  and 
opened  fire  with  his"  32s  upon  her,  to  which,  however,  she  did  not  deign 
immediately  to  reply. 

Our  distance  was  too  great  (being  that  of  a  mile)  and  our  guns  were 
of  too  light  a  caliber  to  enable  us  to  do  her  much,  if  any,  injury.  Sev¬ 
eral  excellent  shots  were  made  by  Midshipman  E.  J.  Moses,  command¬ 
ing  the  after  gun,  but  with  what  effect  was,  of  course,  impossible  for 
us  to  determine.  All  this  time  the  enemy’s  frigate  was  gradually  near¬ 
ing  us  for  the  double  purpose  of  enfilading  the  battery  and  returning 
the  respects  of  our  little  vessel;  but  the  commodore,  disliking  to  run 
unless  under  a  fire,  and  that  a  hot  one,  only  gave  the  order  to  retreat, 
when  the  frigate,  rounding  to,  discharged  her  first  gun  at  us,  and  the 
Susquehanna  commenced  a  pursuit. 
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We  soon  found  the  frigate  to  be  rapidly  gaining  upon  us,  and  that 
if  we  were  not  in  the  meantime  blown  out  of  the  water,  Skull  Creek 
was  our  only  haven  of  refuge  from  a  prison  in  the  great  American 
metropolis.  The  Minnesota ,  evidently  disposed  to  return  our  attentions 
of  the  last  two  days  once  and  forever,  discharged,  at  a  distance  of  800 
yards,  three  broadsides  in  quick  succession  against  our  miserable  little 
cockleshell,  but  thanks  to  her  poor  gunnery  and  our  luck,  wTe  were 
only  hit  once  by  an  Xl-inch  shell  that  entered  our  port  wheelhouse, 
carrying  away  bulkheads  and  stanchions,  though  hurting  no  one,  from 
the  fact  that  it  did  not  explode  and  lit  upon  the  starboard  side  of  the 
gun  deck,  passing  within  2  feet  of  Captain  Page,  who  was  superin¬ 
tending  the  working  of  the  forward  gun.  At  this  juncture  we  were  so 
close  to  the  enemy’s  ships  that  their  crews  could  with  the  naked  eye 
be  distinctly  seen  ramming  home  the  guns,  and  Flag-Officer  Tattnall, 
regretting  his  inability  to  return  the  high-down  compliments  of  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner,  ordered  his  blue  dag 
to  be  dipped  three  times  to  him  in  token  of  his  acknowledgments  of  the 

same.  n  .  . 

We  reached  Skull  Creek  in  safety  about  11  o’clock  and  went  along¬ 
side  of  Seabrook’s  Landing,  when  the  dag-officer  instantly  dispatched 
our  marines,  under  the  command  of  Captain  George  Holmes,  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  an  experienced  officer,  over  the  other  side  of  the  island  to  render 
assistance  to  the  fatigued  garrison  of  the  battery,  Captain  Page,  at  the 
request  of  the  dag-officer,  superintending  the  debarkation. 

They  were  followed  an  hour  afterwards  by  Flag-Officer  Tattnall, 
Captain  Page,  and  Midshipman  Barron  Carter,  of  Augusta,  the  dag- 
officer’s  aid,  who  preceded  all  the  available  seamen  of  the  Savannah 
and  Sampson ,  with  some  few  marines  of  the  latter  vessel,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Philip  Porcher,  of  South  Carolina,  ordered  to 
make  speed  with  all  our  naval  ammunition  to  the  battery,  which  at 
the  time  appeared  to  bp  hard  pressed.  . 

I  accompanied  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Porcher  to  within  a  halt 
mile  of  the  battery.  Before  reaching  that  point,  however,  the  firing 
between  the  battery  and  shipping  had  ceased,  and  the  lieutenant,  from 
the  number  of  straggling  soldiers  en  route  to  the  landing  “in  search  ot 
their  companies,”  thought  things  not  exactly  as  they  should  be,  and  so 
remarked,  but  he  nevertheless  kept  on  his  course  until  informed  offi¬ 
cially  by  an  army  officer  of  the  garrison  being  in  the  enemy’s  posses¬ 
sion  and  advised  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  his  vessel. 
This  advice  he  partially  followed  by  countermarching  his  men,  m  good 


order,  at  common  time.  .  .  , 

I  however,  not  being  an  active  participant  in  the  altair,  but  meielj 
a  spectator,  pushed  on  to  learn  the  fate  of  the  flag-officer  and  Captain 
Holmes’s  command,  and  met  them  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  battery.  Captain  Holmes  was  missing.  He,  upon  his  near 
approach  to  the  fort,  had  gone  in  advance  of  Ins  company  to  see  how 
matters  stood  and  had  not  returned,  when  the  commodore,  finding  all 
to  be  lost  and  conceiving  the  captain  to  have  been  captured,  ordered 
Lieutenant  Eaney,  of  Florida,  the  second  in  command,  to  follow  after 
him  with  his  men  to  the  steamer,  to  use  his  own  words,  “feeling  no 
fear  for  the  success  of  the  retreat,  or  his  personal  safety,  with  so  relia¬ 


ble  an  officer  in  his  rear.”  _  „  h  ,  r 

When  we  reached  Seabrook’s  Landing  the  steamer  Savannah  hal 
left  for  the  city  to  repair  the  damages  sustained  m  the  engagement, 
but  the  naddle  gun  vessel  Sampson ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Kennaid, 
received  us allCn  board,  and  afterwards,  at  the  request  ot  certain 
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army  officers,  many  of  tbe  volunteers  who,  most  unfortunately,  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  their  companies  and  were  consequently  m  much 
disorder.  The  embarkation  of  these  last  was  superintended  by  Gap- 
tain  Page,  and  detained  us  until  late  in  the  evening. 

At  11  o’clock  the  paddle  gun  vessel  Resolute ,  2,  Lieutenant  Com  - 
manding  Jones,  arrived  at  Pope’s  Jetty  [Pope’s  Island]  from  Savan¬ 
nah,  where  she  had  been  sent  early  in  the  morning  with  dispatches 
from  the  flag-officer  commanding.  At  this  jetty  Lieutenant  Jones  found 
a  crowd  of  soldiers,  who  expressed  an  evident  desire  to  join  their  com¬ 
panies  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  gave  earnest  that  were  he  to  tow 
them  over  to  it  in  flats  procured  for  the  purpose  it  would  be  a  small 
favor  gratefully  received.  This  much  he  did  for  them,  and  made  report 
to  the  flag-officer  afterwards,  from  whom  he  received  a  warm  approval 
for  the  celerity  with  which  he  had  executed  his  orders  and  for  the  new 
instance  of  that  discretion  he  always  evinced  whenever  left  to  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  his  better  judgment.  One  act  of  the  navy  was  so  important  to 
the  safe  retreat  of  the  troops,  and  withal  so  illustrative  of  the  two  gal¬ 
lant  officers,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Johnston,  who  conceived  it,  that, 
upon  the  common  principle,  although  apostolic,  of  “  Honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due,”  I  can  not  forbear  from  giving  it  a  passing  notice. 

It  seems  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jones,  after  he  had  taken  off 
to  his  steamer  all  the  troops  from  Pope’s  Jetty  whom  he  supposed 
desirous  to  retreat  on  board,  returned  to  the  other  one  in  order  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  flag-officer,  and  upon  his  arrival  there  he  learned 
that  two  guns  were  left  mounted  and  unspiked  by  an  artillery  company 
on  the  jetty  he  had  just  left.  He  instantly,  with  Lieutenant  Johnston, 
C.  S.  Navy,  of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  attempt  their  recovery,  which 
proposition  was  gladly  accepted  and  warmly  approved  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  Accordingly,  at  about  12  o’clock,  his  steamer,  the 
Resolute ,  again  changing  her  course,  reached  the  lower,  or  Pope’s,  Jetty, 
where  Lieutenant  Johnston,  at  the  order  of  Mr.  Jones,  went  ashore, 
accompanied  by  young  Midshipman  Chew,  and  found  the  guns  in  the 
same  position  and  condition  in  which  they  had  been  described.  The 
lieutenant,  however,  not  desiring  by  a  hasty  act  to  possibly  retard,  it 
not  disconcert,  any  plan  of  the  army,  first  hailed  a  steamboat  contain¬ 
ing  a  company,  whose  guns  they  were,  desiring  to  know  if  they  contem¬ 
plated  leaving  them  behind,  and  received  for  reply  that  “not  being  of 
any  further  use  to  them,  they  were  spiked  and  left.”  Lieutenant  John¬ 
ston  readily  removed  with  his  fingers  the  ends  of  two  priming  wires 
that  had  been  thrust  into  the  touchholes  of  the  guns,  and  substituted 
in  their  places  substantial  rat-tail  files,  with  which  he  had  provided 
himself  for  the  purpose.  He  then  succeeded  in  dismounting  one  of  the 
guns  and  throwing  it  overboard;  the  other  he  was  obliged  to  leave  on 
its  carriage  on  the  wharf  for  the  want  of  time. 

Flag-Officer  Tattnall  left  the  island  with  the  Resolute  and  Sampson 
at  about  2  a.  m.  for  Savannah,  where  he  arrived  a  little  after  daylight, 
carrying  with  him  as  passengers  many  of  the  officers  and  men  from  the 
captured  garrison.  *  *  * 

An  Eyewitness. 


The  Port,  Royal  Forts. 

The  Charleston  Courier  gives  the  following  interesting  particulars: 
On  the  northeast  end  of  Hilton  Head  stands  Fort  Walker,  a  most 
excellent  earthwork,  planned  and  built  under  the  supervision  of  Major 
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F.  D.  Lee,  who  was  highly  complimented  for  the  scientific  skill  he  dis¬ 
played  in  its  construction.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  number  and 
caliber  of  the  guns  on  this  fort : 


X-inch  eolumbiad .  1 

Vlll-incli  eolumbiad .  1 

X-inch  eolumbiad,  new  pattern .  1 

VIH-inch  eolumbiad,  new  pattern .  1 

42-pounders .  3 

32-pounders .  6 

Water  battery : 

VIH-inch  howitzers .  2 

32-pounders .  2 

24-pounders .  2 

12-pounder . 1 


The  fort  at  Bay  Point  was  a  work  of  less  strength,  having  about  15 
guns  mounted,  some  of  large  caliber. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  8,  1861. 

The  following  telegram  has  been  received  from  Brigadier-General 
Drayton : 

I  have  been  compelled,  after  a  gallant  and  desperate  defense  of  four  hours,  ammu¬ 
nition  exhausted,  seven  or  eight  guns  on  water  battery  out  of  thirteen  either  dis¬ 
mounted  or  unfit  for  service,  to  abandon  Fort  Walker  and  retire  upon  this  place, 
Bluffton.  Particulars  will  be  given  when  official  returns  are  received. 

J.  H.  Trapier, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General. 


Report  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. ~ 

Headquarters, 
Coosau'hatchie ,  November  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  on  my  way  to  the  entrance  of  Port 
Royal  Harbor,  I  met  General  Ripley  returning  from  the  battery  at  the 
north  end  of  Hilton  Head,  called  Fort  Walker.  He  reported  that  the 
enemy’s  fleet  had  passed  the  batteries  and  entered  the  harbor.  Nothing 
could  then  be  done  but  to  make  arrangements  to  withdraw  the  troops 
from  the  batteries  to  prevent  their  capture  and  save  the  public  property. 
The  troops  were  got  over  during  the  night,  but  their  tents,  clothing, 
and  provisions  were  mostly  lost,  and  all  the  guns  left  in  the  batteries. 
General  Drayton’s  command  was  transferred  from  Fort  Walker  to 
Bluifton;  Colonel  Dunovant’s  from  Bay  Point  to  St.  Helena  Island 
and  thence  to  Beaufort,  There  are  neither  batteries  nor  guns  for  the 
defense  of  Beaufort,  and  Colonel  Dunovant  crossed  Port  Royal  Ferry 
yesterday  and  was  halted  at  Garden’s  Corner.  General  Drayton 
reports  he  has  but  955  men  with  him,  and  no  field  battery,  the  troops 
from  Georgia  that  were  on  the  island  having  returned  to  Savannah 
without  orders.  Colonel  Dunovant’s  regiment  is  in  as  destitute  a 
condition  as  General  Drayton’s  command,  as  they  were  obliged  to  leave 

*For  additional  reports  of  the  operations  of  Confederate  forces  see  Official  Records 
of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Vol.  VI.. 
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everything  behind,  and  number  between  600  and  700  men.  I  wrote  to 
General  Lawton  to  endeavor  to  withdraw  the  guns  from  the  battery  at 
the  south  end  of  Hilton  Head.  I  have  received  as  yet  no  report  from 
him  nor  any  official  account  from  the  commanders  of  the  batteries.  I 
fear  every  gun  has  been  lost.  At  present  I  am  endeavoring  to  collect 
troops  to  defend  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  to  push  forward  the 
defenses  of  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

Colonel  Clingman’s  regiment  of  North  Carolina  \  olunteers,  six  com¬ 
panies  of  Colonel  Edwards’  regiment  of  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  and 
Colonel  Martin’s  South  Carolina  Cavalry  compose  the  force  now  here. 
The  enemy  having  complete  possession  of  the  water  and  inland  navi¬ 
gation,  commands  all  the  islands  on  this  coast  and  threatens  both 
Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  can  come  in  his  boats  within  4  miles 
of  this  place.  His  sloops  of  war  and  large  steamers  can  come  up  Broad 
River  to  Mackay’s  Point,  the  mouth  of  the  Pocotaligo,  and  his  gunboats 
can  ascend  some  distance  up  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tulifinny.  We 
have  no  guns  that  can  resist  their  batteries,  and  have  no  resource  but 
to  prepare  to  meet  them  in  the  field.  They  have  landed  on  Hilton 
Head.  Their  fleet  is  in  Port  Royal  Harbor.  Four  of  their  gunboats 
are  reported  to  be  approaching  Beaufort.  I  fear  there  are  but  few 
State  troops  ready  for  the  field.  The  garrisons  of  the  forts  at  Charles¬ 
ton  and  Savannah  and  on  the  coast  can  not  be  removed  from  the  bat¬ 
teries  while  ignorant  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  I  am  endeavoring 
to  bring  into  the  field  such  light  batteries  as  can  be  prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee, 

General ,  Com  m  an  ding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — None  of  the  officers  from  Richmond  have  reached  me. 

R.  E.  L. 


Eeport  of  Brigadier-General  Drayton,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Third  Military  District,  Dept,  of  South  Carolina, 

Camp  Lee,  Hardeeville,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  official  report  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  on  the  7th  instant  between  the  Federal  fleet,  numbering  fifteen 
war  steamers  and  gunboats,  and  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  upon 
Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point,  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Sound. 
The  fleet  was  commanded  by  Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  flag-officer  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  the  troops  on  board  the  trans¬ 
ports  by  Brigadier-General  Sherman.  The  distance  between  the  forts 
is,  by  Coast  Survey,  2§  miles. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  had  been  collecting  in  our  waters  since  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  4th  instant,  and  had  increased  in  the  afternoon  to  thirty-two 
war  steamers  and  transports.  On  receiving  a  dispatch  to  this  effect 
from  Colonel  William  C.  Heyward,  commanding  the  troops  at  Camp 
Wralker,  I  left  my  headquarters  in  Beaufort  and  repaired  by  steamer  to 
Bay  Point,  which  I  reached  at  6  p.  m.,  passing  on  the  way  the  ever- 
watchful  little  fleet  of  Flag  Officer  Tattnall,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

After  remaining  in  consultation  until  1.30  a.  m.  with  Colonel  R.  G.  1M. 
Dunovaut,  commandant  of  the  post,  I  took  my  departure,  leaving  him 
such  general  instruction  as  the  uncertain  mode  and  direction  from 
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which  an  attack  might  be  expected  would  permit.  I  then  visited  Com¬ 
modore  Tattnall,  and  after  an  exchange  of  views  took  leave,  crossed 
over  to  Hilton  Head  Island,  landed  there  at  daylight  on  the  5tli,  and 
immediately  dispatched  a  courier  to  Braddock  Point,  south  end  of  the 
island,  ordering  Captain  Stuart’s  company  of  Ninth  Regiment  to  march 
on  F ort  W alker,  and  embark  thence  to  strengthen  Captain  Elliott’s  gun¬ 
ners  in  Fort  Beauregard.  This  compauy  did  not  leave  on  the  6th  as  pro¬ 
posed,  as  Captain  Sapard,  of  the  steamer  Edith ,  failed  to  comply  with  his 
orders  to  carry  it  across  early  in  the  morning.  They  were  dispatched, 
however,  by  the  first  steamer  at  my  disposal  on  the  7th,  and  before  they 
had  reached  halfway  across  the  bay  they  were  cut  off  from  Bay  Point 
by  the  advancing  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in 
Skull  Creek,  where  Captain  Stuart  disembarked  his  whole  command 
in  safety. 

On  inspecting  Fort  Walker  shortly  after  my  arrival  I  found  twenty 
guns  of  various  caliber  mounted  upon  the  ramparts,  thirteen  of  which 
were  on  the  channel  battery,  viz :  One  N-inch  columbiad  in  the  center, 
flanked  on  the  right  by  five  32-pounders  and  one  IX-inch  Dahlgren 
rifled  [sic]*  cannon,  and  to  the  left  by  six  other  cannon  in  the  following 
order:  One  32-pounder,  one  YHI-inch  columbiad,  three  42-pouuders, 
and  one  rifled  24-pounder;  north  bastion,  one  32  pounder;  south  bas¬ 
tion,  one  32-pounder,  one  Vlll-incli  howitzer,  and  one  long  12-pouuder; 
south  flank  of  bastion,  one  navy  32-pounder;  demilune,  two  24-pound¬ 
ers;  redan,  one  navy  Vlll-incli  howitzer.  Of  these  eight  guns,  one  in 
the  north  bastion  and  two  in  the  south  flank  could  occasionally  be  used 
against  the  ships  of  war.  The  rest  were  for  the  land  defense. 

To  man  the  guns  within  the  fort  and  for  an  infantry  reserve  outside, 
we  had,  until  reinforcements  came  from  Savannah  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  6th,  two  companies  of  Colonel  Wagener’s  First  Regiment  Artillery, 
South  Carolina  Militia,  numbering  152  men;  three  companies  of  Colonel 
Heyward’s  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  210  men;  four 
companies  of  Colonel  R.  G.  M.  Dunovant’s  Twelfth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  under  Major  Jones,  260  men.  Total,  622  men. 

There  were  stationed  on  the  beach  at  Camp  Lookout,  6  miles  oft,  Cap¬ 
tain  J.  H.  Screven’s  Mounted  Guerrillas,  numbering  65,  who  acted  as 
scouts  and  couriers. 

About  9  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  Commodore  Tattnall,  who  had  boldly 
attacked  the  enemy’s  gunboats  on  the  previous  day,  again  gallantly 
steamed  out  to  exchange  shots  with  them,  but  he  was  met  by  too  large 
a  force,  and  therefore  retired  slowly  behind  our  forts.  The  enemy  fol¬ 
lowed  and  engaged  both  batteries  for  about  forty-five  minutes,  with  no 
other  injury  than  three  men  slightly  burned  in  Fort  Beauregard  from 
the  explosion  of  a  caisson  struck  by  a  rifle  shell. 

On  the  6th  instant  the  fleet  and  transports,  which  had  increased  to 
about  forty-five  sail,  would  probably  have  attacked  us  had  not  the 
weather  been  very  boisterous.  In  the  afternoon  about  4  o’clock  we 
received  our  first  reinforcements  from  Georgia,  450  infantry,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Berry,  C.  S.  Army,  and  Captain  Read’s  battery  of  two 
12-pounder  howitzers  and  50  men. 

1  have  reason  for  supposing  that  this  assistance  would  have  arrived 
sooner,  for  General  A.  R.  Lawton,  commanding  provisional  forces  in 
Georgia,  wrote  from  Savauah  to  Colonel  W.  C.  Heyward  on  the  4th 
instant,  8:30  p.  m.,  as  follows: 

From  a  dispatch  received  to-day  from  General  Ripley,  I  infer  that  you  (Colonel 
W.  C.  Heyward)  have  been  sufficiently  reinforced  from  his  command  until  the  plans 
of  the  enemy  shall  he  more  fully  developed.  _  _ _ 

*See  report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes,  p.  271. 
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Two  hours  after  the  gallant  Georgians  came  to  the  rescue  I  received 
the  welcome  intelligence  that  Colonel  De  Saussure’s  Fifteenth  Regiment 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  650  strong,  had  landed  at  Seabrook  s  W  harf, 

upon  Skull  Creek,  and  were  close  at  hand.  ,  Hot 

At  last  the  memorable  7th  dawned  upon  us  bright  and  serene.  .Not 
a  ripple  upon  the  broad  expanse  of  water  to  disturb  the  accuracy  ot 
lire  from  the  broad  decks  of  that  magnificent  armada  about  advancing 
in  battle  array  to  vomit  forth  its  iron  hail  with  all  the  spiteful  enei  g j 
of  long-suppressed  rage  and  conscious  strength.  At  9:^0  a.  m.  our 
IX-iucli  Dahlgren  gun  opened  Are  upon  the  [48]  gun  steamship  11  al)([slli 
flagship  of  Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  which  led  the  van,  closely  succeeded 
bv  fourteen  other  large  steamers  and  gunboats. 

The  shell  from  the  Dahlgren  exploded  near  the  muzzle  and  was 
harmless.  Other  shots  followed  from  both  forts,  and  soon  the  hre 
became  general  on  land  and  water.  In  spite  of  our  Are,  directed  with 
deliberation  and  coolness,  the  Aeet  soon  passed  both  batteries,  appar¬ 
ently  unharmed,  and  then,  returning,  delivered  in  their  changing  rounds 
a  terriAc  shower  of  shot  and  shell  in  Aank  and  front. 

Besides  this  moving  battery  the  fort  was  enAladed  by  two  gunboats 
anchored  to  the  north,  off  the  mouth  of  Fishhall  Creek,  and  another  at 
a  point  on  the  edge  of  the  shoals  to  the  south.  This  enAlading  Are  on 
so  still  a  sea  annoyed  and  damaged  us  excessively,  particularly  as 
we  had  no  gun  on  either  flank  of  the  bastion  to  reply  with,  for  the 
32-pounder  on  the  right  flank  was  shattered  very  eailj  bj  a  round 
shot,  and  on  the  north  Aank,  for  want  of  a  carriage,  no  gun  had  been 
mounted.  After  the  fourth  Are  the  X-inch  columbiad  bounded  over 
the  limber  and  became  useless.  The  24-pouuder  riAed  cannon  was 
choked  while  ramming  down  a  shell  and  lay  idle  during  nearly  the 
whole  engagement.  The  shells  for  the  IX-inch  Dahlgren  were  also  too 
large.  The  fourth  shell  attempted  to  be  rammed  home  could  not  be 
driven  below  the  trunnions,  and  was  then  at  great  risk  discharged. 

Thus  far  the  Are  of  the  enemy  had  been  endured  and  replied  to  with 
the  unruffled  courage  of  veterans.  At  10:30  our  gunners  became  so 
fatigued  that  I  left  .the  fort  accompanied  by  one  of  my  volunteer  aids, 
Captain  H.  Rose,  and  went  back  to  Captain  Read’s  battery  (If  miles 
in  the  rear  of  the  fort)  and  brought  the  greater  part  of  his  men  back 
to  take  the  places  of  our  exhausted  men  inside  the  fort.  It  was  while 
thus  engaged  with  Captain  Read’s  company  that  Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles 
rode  up  and  reported  his  regiment  about  2  miles  oft.  I  instantly 
directed  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Drayton,  to  accompany  Colonel  Stiles  to 
the  road  along  which  his  regiment  was  advancing,  and  to  station  it  in 
position  by  the  side  of  the  other  Georgia  troops.  On  entering  the 
fort  with  Captain  Read’s  company  they  were  cordially  greeted  by  both 
officers  and  men. 

The  vigorous  attack  from  the  Aeet  continued  unabated  with  still  no 
decided  damage  to  any  of  their  ships.  About  12:30  p.  m.  I  again  went 
out  of  the  fort  with  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Captain  Young,  for 
the  purpose  of  mustering  together  the  infantry  and  reserves,  and  have 
them  in  readiness  for  any  eventuality.  Before  leaving,  however,  I 
turned  over  the  command  to  Colonel  Heyward,  with  directions  to  hold 
out  as  long  as  any  effective  Are  could  be  returned. 

Having  mounted  our  horses  we  rejoined  the  troops  near  Hospital  No. 
2.  I  received  information  through  one  of  the  vedettes  that  a  steamer 
and  small  boats  were  sounding  close  to  the  beach.  I  detached  Captain 
Berry  with  three  companies  of  his  battalion  under  the  guidance  of 
Captain  Ephraim  Barnard,  volunteer  aid,  by  a  road  marked  “K,”  to 
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watch  the  enemy,  beat  them  back  if  they  attempted  to  land,  and  give 
notice  if  he  wanted  support.  I  then,  with  some  of  my  staff,  rode  to 
collect  together  the  other  troops,  who,  through  ignorance  of  our  island 
roads,  had  lost  their  way  and  had  not  yet  come  up. 

Ou  the  road  leading  to  wharf  on  Skull  Creek,  about  1^  miles  from 
Fort  Walker,  I  unexpectedly  met  General  Eipley  and  staff.  Saluting 
him,  I  enquired  if  he  visited  the  island  to  assume  command,  and  whether 
he  wished  to  go  back  with  me  into  the  fort.  He  said  no;  but  that  he 
would  return  to  Coosawhatchie  to  collect  and  bring  back  two  or  three 
regiments  to  my  support.  We  then  moved  from  under  the  tire  of  the 
ships  to  the  shelter  of  some  myrtles,  where  we  could  not  be  seen.  I  then 
stated  to  him  the  incidents  of  the  morning,  how  the  men  had  fought, 
that  the  day  was  going  against  us,  and  I  was  then  collecting  my  forces 
for  any  emergency  that  might  arise,  and  if  compelled  to  defend  the  island 
it  should  be  retained  to  the  last  extremity.  We  then  parted,  he  taking 
the  road  toward  the  ferry  and  I  in  pursuit  of  the  purposes  which  brought 
me  out  of  the  fort. 

On  reaching  my  reserves  at  Hospital  No.  2, 1  learned  that  the  enemy 
had  ceased  taking  soundings  and  had  gone  back  to  sea,  whereupon  I 
dispatched  Captain  Read  to  order  Captain  Berry  to  return  from  the 
beach. 

2  o’clock  had  now  arrived,  when  I  noticed  our  men  coming  out  of  the 
fort,  which  they  had  bravely  defended  for  four  and  a  half  hours  against 
fearful  odds,  and  then  only  retiring  when  all  but  three  of  the  guns  on 
the  water  front  had  been'disabled,  and  only  500  pounds  of  powder  in 
the  magazine,  commencing  the  action  with  220  men  inside  the  fort, 
afterward  increased  to  255  by  the  accession  from  Read’s  battery.  These 
heroic  men  retired  slowly  and  sadly  from  their  well-fought  guns,  which 
to  have  defended  longer  would  have  exhibited  the  energy  of  despair 
rather  than  the  manly  pluck  of  a  true  soldier. 

The  defense  of  this  post  involved  a  twofold  preparation— first,  to  repel 
the  attack  from  the  fleet,  and,  secondly,  an  assault  by  the  beach  from 
the  troops  upon  the  transports.  By  the  beach  we  had  to  provide  against 
an  attack  from  the  north  under  cover  of  the  bluff  south  of  Fishhall  Creek, 
and  from  the  south  by  the  beach  under  cover  of  the  woods,  between 
where  a  picket  of  25  men  were  posted  under  Captain  Paul  H.  Seabrook, 
and  lastly  by  the  road  leading  from  the  beach  to  the  second  hospital. 
To  guard  against  surprise  either  by  Fishhall  Creek  or  by  the  beach, 
when  I  was  returning  to  the  fort  with  a  portion  of  Captain  Read’s  com¬ 
pany  I  at  the  same  time  led  up  Colonel  De  Saussure’s  regiment  to  the 
hollow  west  of  the  road  and  directed  them  to  lie  down.  They  were 
perfectly  masked  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  but  not  from  that  of  the  fleet, 
for  the  watchmen  at  the  mastheads  gave  notice  of  their  position,  com¬ 
pelling  Colonel  De  Saussure  after  a  short  time  to  fall  back  under  a  heavy 
fire  to  a  less  dangerous  locality. 

Had  the  intrenched  camp,  with  storehouses  and  magazines,  been  made 
in  time,  several  lives  and  large  quantities  of  public  property  might  have 
been  saved;  but  it  was  impossible  to  have  made  this  within  the  short 
time  and  with  the  diminutive  force  at  my  disposal,  for  on  my  arrival  at 
headquarters  in  Beaufort  on  the  night  of  the  17th  October  the  number 
of  troops  at  Camp  Walker  was  but  362,  afterwards  increased  on  the 
24th  to  622  by  the  accession  of  four  companies  under  Major  Jones,  of 
Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  engineer  force  of  some  60  men,  who,  with  the  soldiers,  worked  inces¬ 
santly  day  and  night.  As  for  evidence  of  what  they  accomplished: 
The  VIH-inch  columbiad  on  the  water  front  was  only  mounted  on  the 
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1st  November;  one  YHI-incli  howitzer  in  the  salient  of  the  south 
bastion,  mounted  on  the  4th;  one  32-pounder  on  the  right  flank  of 
bastion  mounted  on  the  5th;  one  Vlll-incli  howitzer  mounted  on  a  ship 
carriage;  embrasure  cut  through  parapet  of  demilune  on  the  night  oi 
the  5th;  covered  way  and  hot-shot  furnace  for  42-pounders,  constructed 
of  earth  and  dry  masonry,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  together  with  wads 
of  moss  and  hay  for  same,  splinter  proof,  occupying  only  one  halt  terre- 
plein  behind  the  principal  traverse,  was  finished  on  the  morning  of  the 
engagement  (7th  instant),  the  material  not  having  arrived  before  the  4th 

The  retreat  was  commenced  about  3  p.  m.  toward  Ferry  Point,  about 
6  miles  off,  Colonel  De  Saussure’s  regiment  and  Captain  J.  Head  s  com¬ 
pany  of  artillery  bringing  up  the  rear.  At  1 : 30  a.  in  by  the  aid  of 
Commodore  Tattnall’s  fleet,  the  steamers  St.  Johns  and  Edisto  and  three 
large  flats,  capable  of  holding  150  men  each,  the  troops  were  all  safely 
embarked  without  provisions,  no  ammunition  but  what  was  contained 
in  the  cartridge  boxes  (the  100,000  cartridges  I  had  made  requisition 
for,  and  been  anxiously  expecting,  not  having  reached  us  until  alter 
the  battle),  and  fearing  that  our  retreat  would  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy  s 
gunboats  at  Skull  Creek,  no  other  alternative  was  left  but  to  leave  the 
island  and  concentrate  upon  the  mainland,  where  we  would  be  enabled 
to  fight  the  enemy  on  more  equal  terms,  should  he  venture  beyond  the 
protection  of  his  fleet  and  attack  us  there. 

The  muskets  captured  by  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  some  ten 
or  fifteen,  were  those  left  in  the  fort,  shattered  by  shot  and  shell  5 
others  left  in  camp  belonging  to  men  on  sick  leave,  or  to  those  engaged 
in  heating  hot-shot  furnaces  two  days  before  the  fight,  and  some  boxes 
of  arms  which  had  been  left  on  the  wharf  the  night  before  the  battle, 
belonging  to  the  sick  men  of  Colonel  De  Saussure’s  regiment,  who  had 
been  left  behind  at  Lightwood  Knot,  and  which  could  have  been  saved, 
with  a  box  of  swords,  if  the  captains  of  the  steamers  Edisto  and 
St.  Johns  had  not  refused  to  take  them  on  board  when  directed  to  do  so. 

To  Captain  Tattnall,  flag-officer  Confederate  States  Navy,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  little  fleet,  I  can  not  too  highly  express  my 
admiration  of  their  intrepidity  and  hardihood  in  attacking  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  on  the  4tli  and  5th  instant.  These  encounters,  by  interrupt¬ 
ing  their  soundings  and  the  location  of  their  buoys,  no  doubt  prevented 
our  being  attacked  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  before  our  reinforce¬ 
ments  reached  us.  I  must  also  acknowledge  the  assistance  extended 
to  us  by  the  gallant  commodore,  with  his  boats,  on  the  night  of  our 
retreat  from  the  island. 

Fort  Beauregard.—1 The  attack  upon  the  fort,  though  not  so  concen¬ 
trated  and  heavy  as  that  upon  Walker,  was  nevertheless  very  severe. 
Its  armament  was  nineteen  guns,  of  which  the  following,  viz:  One 
VUI-inch  Bodman,  bored  to  24-poundet  and  rifled;  two  42-pounders; 
one  X-inch  columbiad;  two  42-pounders,  reamed  to  8  inches;  and  one 
32-pounder,  in  hot-shot  battery,  were  the  only  guns  capable  of  being 
used  against  the  fleet. 

The  force  on  Bay  Point  was  640  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  B.  G.  M. 
Dunovant,  Twelfth  Begiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  Of  the 
above,  149  garrisoned  Fort  Beauregard,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Captain  Stephen  Elliott,  jr.,  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Ninth  Begiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  The  infantry 
force  of  Colonel  Dunovant’s  regiment  was  intrusted  with  the  protection 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  and  of  the  defense  of  the  bastion  line 
at  the  Island  Narrows,  where  an  attack  was  expected  from  the  enemy. 
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Knowing  bow  small  a  force  Captain  Elliott  bad  to  command  bis 
batteries,  I  ordered,  as  soon  as  1  reached  Hilton  Head  on  tbe  5tb 
instant,  Captain  Stuart’s  company  (Hamilton  Guards),  Ninth  Eegiment 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  to  march  upon  Fort  Walker  from  Braddock 
Point,  and  take  thence  the  steamer  Edith  for  Bay  Point,  but  the  fail¬ 
ure  ol  Captain  Sapard,  of  the  Edith ,  to  fulfill  his  appointment  at  the 
hour  designated  prevented  me  from  supporting  Captain  Elliott  as  I 
desired.  But  on  Thursday  morning,  7th  instant, ‘having  obtained  the 
steamer  Emma ,  I  dispatched  Captain  Stuart’s  company  in  her  to  Fort 
Beauregard.  The  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy’s  fleet,  however,  to  the 
attack  on  the  batteries  cut  off  and  compelled  her,  at  the  risk  of  being 
intercepted,  to  turn  back  and  seek  shelter  in  Skull  Creek,  on  the  shores 
of  which  Captain  Stuart’s  company  safely  disembarked  and  joined  me 
in  tbe  afternoon;  and  here,  again,  was  exhibited  another  act  of  heroism 
on  the  part  of  our  veteran  commodore,  who,  to  save  the  Emma ,  inter¬ 
posed  his  own  frail  flag-steamer  between  her  and  the  advancing  flag¬ 
ship  of  Commodore  Du  Pont,  drawing  upon  himself  her  entire  broad¬ 
side,  and  thus  diverting  this  huge  leviathan  temporarily  from  her 
course,  secured  the  safety  of  the  Emma  at  the  peril  of  his  own  vessel. 

The  nonarrival  of  any  reinforcements  at  Camp  Walker  until  the  night 
of  the  6tli  instant  also  prevented  me  from  sending  the  four  companies 
ot  the  Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  under  Major 
-Jones,  to  the  support  of  the  other  six  companies  of  the  regiment  at 
Bay  Point. 

For  the  details  of  the  engagement  at  this  post,  the  notable  examples 
of  bravery,  the  general  good  conduct,  their  well-timed  retreat  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  dotted  red  lines  on  the  map  appended,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  official  reports  of  Colonel  Duuovant  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Elliott.  But  among  the  many  officers  and  men  honorably  noticed 
on  this  occasion  in  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Dunovant,  none  of 
them  are  so  justly  entitled  to  well  merited  encomium  as  Captain  Stephen 
Elliott,  the  commander  of  tbe  fort.  Others  may  have  exhibited  an 
equal  amount  of  cool  bravery  in  front  of  the  foe,  but‘  his  opportunities 
enabled  him  to  surpass  all  his  brother  officers  in  the  skillful  arrange¬ 
ment  of  his  defenses,  superb  condition  of  his  batteries,  and  in  the  high 
discipline  which  he  had  imparted  to  his  model  company,  the  creature 
of  his  own  indefatigable  exertions. 

The  delays  and  dangers  incident  to  the  manner  in  which  troops  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds  are  landed  at  the  forts  of  Port  Royal,  and  the 
absence  of  all  means  of  retreat  in  case  of  disaster,  had  attracted  my 
most  serious  attention  immediately  after  I  had  assumed  command  at 
Beaufort,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  *  [7th  |  instant.  I  immediately 
took  steps  for  remedying  the  first  and  providing  for  the  last. 

With  the  double  object  of  landing  supplies  in  all  weather  at  Bay 
Point,  and  at  the  same  time  of  furnishing  the  means  of  retreat  beyond 
the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  I  directed  one  of  my  volunteer  aids, 
Captain  T.  R.  S.  Elliott,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  adjacent  creeks 
to  the  north  of  the  fort.  He  reported  that  about  3  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Moss  Creek  [Horse  Island  Creek]  there  was  a  depth  of  water 
sufficient  for  steamers  drawing  7  feet  at  low  water,  and  that  from 
thence  a  causeway  of  306  yards  over  the  marsh  might  easily  be  made, 
and  furnish  a  sure  means  of  transportation,  and  thus  avoid  the  losses 
and  delays  which  had  previously  occurred  in  landing  from  the  steamers 
into  flats  upon  the  beach. 


*  A.  W.  R.,  vol.  6,  p.  11. 
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From  the  point  above  indicated  in  Moss  Creek,  iiats  were  to  have 
been  provided  and  stationed  to  convey  the  soldiers  in  case  of  emergency 
across  the  creek,  thence  by  land  to  Station  Creek,  where  other  flats  were 
to  be  placed  for  the  same  object  as  at  Moss  Creek.  Landing  at  St. 
Helena  the  transit  to  White  Ilall  Ferry  opposite  Beaufort  was  com- 

paratively^sa^-ead  ^  also  commenced  repairing  the  wharf  at  Seabrook’s 
Landing,  on  Skull  Creek,  with  a  view  of  transporting  stores  to  Fort 
Walker  when  the  weather  was  too  boisterous  to  land  them  in  the  suit. 
The  completion  of  the  wharf  was  prevented,  however,  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  attack  of  the  enemy,  though  in  its  incomplete  state  it  had 

already  been  put  to  successful  use.  • 

I  succeeded,  however,  in  obtaining  from  Charleston  two  flats  and  two 
troop  boats,  and  from  Savannah  three  large  flats,  capable  of  containing 
150  men  each,  which  reached  Jenkins’  Island  Ferry  in  time  to  assist  m 
embarking  our  troops  on  the  night  of  the  retreat.  Three  other  smaller 
ones  were  sent  at  the  same  time  to  White  Hall  Ferry,  which  assisted  in 
performing  the  same  good  offices  for  Colonel  Dunovant’s  command. 
The  rest  of  the  scheme,  for  want  of  time  and  flats,  could  not  be  carried 

out  in  the  manner  I  intended. 

For  the  purpose  of  sending  messages  between  Forts  Walker  and 
Beauregard,  and  thence  to  my  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  I  had  pie- 
pared,  by  the  assistance  of  Captain  Lyuah,  another  of  my  aids,  a 
number  of  signal  tings,  the  designs  of  which  had  already  been  prepared 
and  painted,  and  only  needed  a  few  more  days  to  have  been  put  into 

operation.  ~ 

In  alluding  as  I  have  to  these  matters,  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon 
any  person,  or  to  say  these  pressing  wants  could  have  been  supplied' 
anterior  to  the  period  when  1  entered  upon  my  duties.  My  design  has 
been  to  exhibit  the  condition  in  which  1  found  my  command,  and  to 
show  that  1  have  left  no  effort  untried  to  improve  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  prompt  measures  adopted  by  Colonel  Bun ov ant 
to  effect  his  retreat  in  the  direction  of  the  Narrows,  it  is  surprising  that, 
with  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  enemy  (through  Mr.  Boutelle  and 
others  connected  with  the  Coast  Survey),  his  retreat  had  not  been 
intercepted  by  gunboats  passing  up  toward  Beaufort,  and  mine  by  other 
steamers  taking  the  passage  through  Skull  Creek  toward  the  ferry 
landing.  Why  they  did  not  adopt  this  course  must  be  left  to  time  to 
explain. 

Casualties.— The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  killed,  wounded,  miss¬ 
ing,  and  taken  prisoners:  Killed  in  Fort  Walker,  10;  wounded  in  Fort 
Walker,  20;  killed  in  Colonel  Be  Saussure’s  Fifteenth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  1;  wounded  severely,  15;  wounded  in  Fort  Beau¬ 
regard,  13.  Total  killed  and  wounded  59.  Missing,  4;  taken  prisoners, 
sick  in  hospital,  3.  Total  number  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  taken 
prisoners,  06. 

The  heads  of  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary’s  departments, 
Major  E.  Willis  and  Captain  C.  B.  Owens,  have  discharged  their  several 
duties  with  economy  and  fidelity.  The  reports  hereunto  appended  of 
these  officers  and  of  their  assistants  show  how  unwearied  and  earnest 
were  their  efforts  to  save  the  public  property  left  at  the  headquarters 
in  Beaufort.  I  must  likewise  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  W .  C. 
I  ley  ward,  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  commanded 
in  Fort  Walker  and  its  vicinity,  and  who  during  the  battle  made  the 
best  use  of  the  means  at  his  disposal.  Colonel  John  A.  Wageuer,  First 
Regiment  Artillery  South  Carolina  Militia,  supported  by  Major  Arthur 
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M.  Huger,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  placed  in  immediate  command  of  all 
the  batteries,  nine  of  which,  upon  the  water  front,  were  manned  by  the 
German  Artillery,  Companies  A  and  B,  Captains  Harms  and  Werner, 
First  Regiment  Artillery  South  Carolina  Militia,  all  of  whom  fought 
under  the  Hag-  of  their  adopted  country  with  an  enthusiasm  which  could 
not  have  been  surpassed  had  they  been  lighting  in  defense  of  their  own 
fatherland. 

The  remaining  four  batteries  on  the  left  flank  of  the  water  front  were 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Josiah  Bedon,  Ninth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers.  The  flanking  and  rear  guns  of  the  fort  were 
manned  by  detachments  from  Captain  Bedon’s,  Canaday’s,  and  White’s 
companies,  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  Major  F.  D. 
Lee,  South  Carolina  Engineers,  and  constructing  engineer  of  Fort 
Walker,  not  only  fought  gallantly  at  the  batteries,  but  afforded  valuable 
assistance  at  other  points  in  the  work  during  the  contest. 

Captain  Joseph  A.  Yates,  Battalion  South  Carolina  Artillery,  and 
acting  ordnance  officer,  was  zealous  in  the  execution  of  all  the  duties 
assigned  to  him.  Toward  the  eloseof  the  fight  he  was  severely  wounded, 
but  has  since  recovered,  and  is  again  ready  in  another  field  to  resist  all 
marauders  that  may  approach  our  shores.  Doctor  Ogier  and  his  able 
assistants,  Doctors  W.  C.  Ravenel  and  William  Elliott,  a  volunteer  from 
Savannah,  Ga.,  were  present  and  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  hos¬ 
pitals.  I  can  not  but  regret  the  painful  wound  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  resignation  of  Doctor-  Ogier  as  medical  director  in  my  mili¬ 
tary  district. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  not  but  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  behavior  of  my  aids,  Captain  Henry  E.  Young  and  Lieutenant 
J.  E.  Drayton;  as  also  that  of  the  gentlemen  comprising  my  volunteer 
staff,  Captains  L.  Clieves,  II.  Rose,  E.  Lynah,  J.  E.  Eddings,  J.  I.  Mid¬ 
dleton,  jr..  and  Joseph  A.  Huger.  The  names  of  the  officers  and  men 
not  mentioned  in  my  report  will  be  found  deservedly  mentioned  in  the 
official  reports  of  the  colonels  of  regiments,  commandants  of  batteries, 
and  chiefs  of  the  general  staff. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

Tuos.  F.  Drayton, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  D.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Dept,  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  November  19,  1861. 

It  might  be  proper  to  remark  upon  the  within  report  and  some  prob¬ 
ably  inadvertent  inaccuracies,  or  to  give  a  report  of  movements  and 
orders  from  these  headquarters,  and  instructions  given  after  news  was 
received  that  the  enemy’s  fleet  was  intended  for  Port  Royal,  and  how 
they  were  carried  out  and  followed.  I  deem,  however,  that  no  good 
would  result  to  the  service  from  a  discussion  of  these  points  at  this 
time;  and  requesting  that  should  it  be  thought  proper  to  publish  this 
report  it  should  be  published  w*ith  this  endorsement, 

It  is  respectfully  forwarded. 

R.  S.  Ripley, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Report  of 


Colonel  Wagener,  First  Regiment  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Militia,  of  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Fort  Walker. 


Charleston,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  our  fatiguing  retreat  from  the  island  of  Hilton 
Head,  I  am  only  now  able  to  render  you  my  official  report  o ;  “ 
astrous  day,  together  with  the  returns,  in  part  only,  as  I  not  been 

able  to  obtain  the  reports  of  Captains  Bedon,  Canaday,  and  White,  o 
Colonel  Heyward’s  regiment,  which  I  would  beg  you  to  receive  thro  g 

^'  onTlitfrsd^y^JioruingalteTth  instant, tbe  fleet  which  had  been  watch- 
in  or  US  for  days  began  to  move  in  such  a  manner  that  I  had  the  loi  * 
roll  beat  immediately,  and  in  one  and  a  half  minutes  every  cannoneer 
was  at  his  post.  The  armament  of  the  fort  was  divided  into  batteries, 

'm Right- channel  battery.— 8 os.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  German  Artillery,  C  om- 

l™clrUerGchllnd MtRry^Nos.  G,  7,  8, and  9, German  Artillery,  Company 

A,LeflthZ^battery.-Nos.  10, 11, 12,  and  13,  Company  C,  Ninth  Regi¬ 
ment,  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Captain  Josiah  Bedon. 

These  were  the  front  batteries,  all  under  command  of  Major  A.  M. 
Huger,  First  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Militia.  * 

The  flanking  and  rear  guns  were  manned  by  detachments  horn  Cap¬ 
tains  Bedon’s,  Canaday’s,  and  White’s  companies,  Ninth  Regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Canaday.  The  reserve  was  under  charge  o 
Captain  White.  The  first  gun  (32-pounder  rifle),  which  was  loaded 
with  a  percussion  shell,  I  directed  myself,  but  unfortunately  the  shell 

exploded  directly  in  front  of  the  muzzle. 

The  battle  opened,  I  think,  a  tew  minutes  before  9  o’clock  a.  m.  ihe 
enemy  had  chosen  a  day  which  was  entirely  propitious  to  him.  Ihe 
water  was  as  smooth  as  glass.  The  air  was  just  sufficient  to  blow  the 
smoke  of  his  guns  into  our  faces,  where  it  would  meet  the  column  ol 
our  own  smoke  and  prevent  our  sight  excepting  by  glimpses.  Ihe 
sailing  vessels  of  our  opponents  were  towed  by  his  steamers,  and  thus 
could  maneuver  on  the  broad  expanse  of  Port  Royal  with  the  accuracy 
of  well-trained  battalions.  No  sooner  did  we  obtain  lus  range  when  it 
would  be  changed,  and  time  after  time  rechauged,  while  the  deep  water 
permitted  him  to  choose  his  own  position  and  fire  shot  after  shot  and 
shell  after  shell  with  the  precision  of  target  practice.  Most  unfortu¬ 
nate  for  us  was  the  mistake  of  the  engineers,  which  1  had  pointed  out 
before  the  battle,  of  having  failed  to  establish  a  battery  on  the  bluft 
which  commanded  our  flank.  The  enemy  having  taken  position  m  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  exposed  us  to  a  raking  fire  which  did  us  the  great¬ 
est  damage,  dismounting  our  guns  and  killing  and  wounding  numbers 
of  our  men. 

Major  Huger  reports  to  me  as  follows,  viz : 

Up  to  some  minutes  after  9  o’clock  a,  m.,  the  firing  was  very  slow,  the  range  being 
too  great.  About  that  time,  however,  the  enemy  reached  a  position  in  front  ot  the 
batteries  at  about  1*  miles  range,  at  easy  speed,  delivering  a  slow  but  well-directed 
fire  and  evidencing  their  determination  to  pass  beyond,  which  1  endeavored  by  a 
rapid  fire  of  shell  and  hot  shot  to  prevent,  but  the  long  range  and  moving  objects 
did  not  let  me  succeed.  In  a  feiy  minutes  several  of  the  enemy  s  ships  passed  well 
beyond  ns  Three  of  them  took  position  to  enfilade  our  batteries  from  our  north¬ 
west  flank,  while  others  which  had  not  yet  got  into  action,  assumed  direction  oppo¬ 
site  our  southeast  front,  and  their  largest  ship,  the  Minnesota,*  returned  down  our 
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front,  delivering  a  beautifully  accurate  lire  at  short  range,  supported  at  rather 
longer  range  by  the  fire  of  two  other  large  ships  of  war.  So  soon  as  these  positions 
had  become  established,  the  fort  was  fought  simply  as  a  point  of  honor,  for,  from 
that  moment,  we  were  defeated,  excepting  perhaps  by  providential  interference. 

Our  guns  were  fought,  nevertheless,  with  determination  and  skill, 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  enemy.  About  11  o’clock  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  Bay  Point  batteries  had  been  silenced,  where¬ 
upon  we  determined  that  we  would  have  to  fight  so  much  harder,  and 
I  am  proud  to  say  our  men  were  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion. 
Between  12  and  1  o’clock  I  was  knocked  down  by  a  piece  of  shell  and 
a  good  deal  stunned.  I  sent  for  Major  Huger  and  transferred  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fort  to  him,  to  enable  me  to  get  a  few  moments  rest.  By  a 
little  after  1  o’clock  Major  Huger  informed  Colonel  Heyward,  command¬ 
ing  the  island,  that  the  ammunition  was  nearly  gone.  It  was  there¬ 
upon  determined  by  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  to  evacuate 
the  works.  Three  sections  of  the  German  Artillery,  under  Captain 
Harms,  Lieutenant  Melchers,  and  Orderly  Bischoff,  were  detailed  to 
continue  a  slow  fire  while  the  wounded  were  removed,  and  the  garri¬ 
son  was  ordered  to  retreat  by  dispersion.  Near  2  o’clock  Major  Huger 
ordered  the  last  detachment  from  their  guns. 

By  this  time  the  field  in  our  rear  was  covered  with  the  shells  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  is  by  the  intervention  of  God’s  providence  only  that 
not  more  were  lost.  The  fort  was  gone,  but  our  honor  was  saved.  Of 
the  channel  battery  only  three  guns  were  in  condition  to  have  contin¬ 
ued  the  fight,  which  would  have  been  hopeless  under  any  circumstances. 
A  retreat  was  consequently  ordered.  On  reaching  Bluffton,  the  gen¬ 
eral  commanding  was  kind  enough  to  order  our  battalion  here  with 
expressions  of  approval,  for  which  I  respectfully  tender  him  my  thanks. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  our  killed  and  severely 
wounded.  The  slightly  wounded  have  not  been  mentioned,  for  they 
are  very  numerous.  The  general  commanding  will  concur  with  me  that 
this  has  been  one  of  the  hardest  fought  fields  on  record,  and  I  would 
be  very  grateful  to  him  for  the  public  expression  of  his  opinion,  to  set 
the  tongue  of  slander  at  rest  and  encourage  .our  citizen  soldiery.  I 
beg  leave,  also,  respectfully,  to  bring  to  his  notice  the  names  of  the 
following  officers  and  men  who  havfe  particularly  distinguished  them¬ 
selves  by  acts  of  heroism,  viz:  Major  Huger,  the  bravest  of  the  brave; 
Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Heape,  of  Captain  Bedon’s  company,  whom  I  saw 
myself  save  a  poor  severely  wounded  soldier  in  the  terrible  shell  fire  of 
the  enemy  while  crossing  the  field  in  retreat;  Mr.  Carlsen,  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Artillery,  who  replaced  the  Confederate  flag  on  the  rampart  in  a 
storm  of  shot  and  shell;  Private  Julius  Wagener,  a  boy  oidy  15  years 
of  age,  who  replanted  our  noble  Palmetto  banner  on  the  ramparts, 
whence  it  had  been  shot  down;  I  would  not  have  mentioned  his  name, 
he  being  my  own  son,  but  for  the  opinion  that  he  may  hereafter  become 
very  useful  to  his  country;  Private  Geilfuss,  German  Artillery,  who 
brought  away  the  Palmetto  flag,  and  was  otherwise  heroically  attentive 
to  his  duties. 

I  deem,  besides,  specially  deserving  the  notice  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding  Major  Barnwell  and  Captains  Yates  and  Read,  of  the  Regular 
Army;  Major  Lee,  of  the  engineers;  Colonel  Gaston  Allen,  who  kindly 
acted  as  my  special  aid,  and  my  entire  staff,  who  did  their  duty  well. 

I  may  further  mention  as  deserving  of  great  praise  Captain  Bedon 
and  his  officers  and  Captain  Harms  and  his  officers,  Captain  Werner 
and  his  officers,  especially  Lieutenant  Melchers,  who  tired  the  last 
o-un  Private  Heidenreich  and  Corporals  Petersen  and  Stelljes,  of  the 
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German  Artillery,  deserve  to  be  praisefully  mentioned,  likewise  several 
members  of  the  Ninth. Regiment  whose  names  1  have  not  been  able  to 
remember.  Captains  Canaday  and  A  bite  and  their  officers,  Lieutenant 
Scanlan,  of  the  ordnance,  and  Sergeants  Cameron  and  Bruggermann 
have  also  done  well.  Indeed,  where  all  were  heroes,  with  very  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  it  is  the  voice  of  our  country  only  which  is  strong  enough  to 
proclaim  their  “  well  done.” 

The  entire  force  in  the  works  consisted  of  220  men,  as  detailed  by  my 
special  alarm  regulations,  and  these  had  to  resist  an  overpowering  array 
of  seventeen  war  vessels,  with  nearly  400  guns  of  the  best  and  heaviest 
caliber.  All  the  guns,  as  is  usual  in  sand  batteries,  worked  hard,  add¬ 
ing  much  to  the  labor  of  the  men,  who  had  already  worked  hard  and 
enjoyed  little  or  no  rest  for  several  days  preceding.  I  had  great  reason 
to' be  grateful  to  Captain  Read’s  regulars  for  their  brave  and  valuable 


ai(J 

Under  the  circumstances  of  our  retreat  nothing  whatever  could  be 
saved  by  the  men.  They  had  been  working  at  the  guns  in  most  cases 
in  shirt  sleeves;  the  sand  had  covered  their  knapsacks  and  muskets, 
sometimes  2  or  3  feet  deep,  and  very  few  arms  were  therefore  brought 
off  and  very  few  knapsacks  and  clothing  saved.  They  are  entirely  des¬ 
titute  and  should  be  cared  for  by  the  State.  The  officers  have  also  lost 
all  in  some  cases  even  their  swords.  The  Confederate  flag  was  rent 
into  so  many  shreds  that  no  piece  could  be  found.  The  Palmetto  dag, 
however,  has  been  brought  home  decorated  with  many  a  token  of  the 
enemy’s  wrath. 

The  battle  of  Port  Royal,  it  is  true,  has  been  lost,  but  the  enemy,  1 
sincerely  believe,  have  paid  very  dear  for  their  success,  and  we  may 
console  ourselves  with  the  conviction  that  we  have  not  only  done  our 
duty  manfully  under  the  most  terrific  circumstances  but  that  we  have 
for  five  hours  defended  a  position  against  the  most  scientific  and  bravest 
seamen  which  one  of  our  best  generals  and  engineers  had  pronunced 
untenable. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Wagener, 

Colonel  First  Artillery ,  South  Carolina  Militia , 

Late  Commandant  Fort  Walker. 


Captain  H.  B.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General . 


Report  of  Colonel  Heyward,  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment  of 

Fort  Walker. 

IIdqrs.  9th  Regt.  South  Carolina  Vols., 

3d  Military  District,  Dept.  South  Carolina, 

Camp  Lee ,  November  16, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  7th  November,  I  was  placed 
in  command  of  Port  Walker,  Colonel  J.  A.  Wagener  and  Major  A.  M. 
Huger  having  the  immediate  command  of  the  batteries,  assisted  by 
Captain  Yates  and  Major  John  Barnwell.  The  enemy  opened  lire  upon 
us  about  9  a.  in.,  which  was  briskly  returned  by  us  until  many  of  our 
guns  were  either  disabled  by  them  or  rendered  useless  by  various  acci¬ 
dents.  The  two  rilled  guns  failed,  in  consequence  of  it  being  found 
impossible  to  force  down  the  shells  after  two  or  three  discharges.  The 
X-inch  gun  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  discharge  was  rendered  useless.  Two 
of  the  42-pounders  were  also  rendered  useless. 
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About  2  p.  m.,  finding  the  lire  oi  our  batteries  bad  nearly  ceased,  I 
enquired  of  Major  Huger  where  Colonel  W agener  was.  Lie  informed  me 
that  the  colonel  bad  been  stunned  by  the  bursting  ol  a  shell,  and  that 
be  (Major  Huger)  was  then  in  command  of  the  battery.  On  consulting 
with  him  it  was  determined  that  Mr.  L.  Cbeves  and  myself  (Mr.  Cbeves 
'acting  as  aid  to  General  Drayton)  should  proceed  to  the  magazine  and 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  ammunition.  On  reaching  the  door  we 
were  met  by  Lieutenant  Scanlan,  who  reported  that  there  were  about 
ten  or  eleven  rounds  for  32-pounders  left.  On  returning  and  reporting 
this  to  Major  Huger  it  was  decided  that,  as  we  could  tight  no  longer 
with  any  hope  of  success,  one  or  two  guns  should  still  be  served  slowly 
until  all  the  wounded  could  be  removed,  and  then  to  evacuate  the  fort. 
This  was  fortunately  accomplished  with  but  little  additional  loss,  and 
the  retreat  to  Buckingham  Ferry  commenced. 

For  particulars  respecting  the  officers  and  men  of  my  own  regiment 
on  duty  in  the  fort,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Captain  Josiali  Bedon 
and  Captain  Canaday.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  already 
been  sent  in  by  my  adjutant.  Colonel  A  agener  s  report,  I  presume, 
will  furnish  all  the  necessary  information  respecting  his  regiment,  I 
regret  that  my  report  should  be  so  short,  but  without  a  room  toi  myselt, 
with  very  little  convenience  for  writing,  constant  application  for  leave 
of  absence,  noise  and  confusion  about  me,  1  find  it  impossible  to  wide 


more. 


Yours,  respectfully 


Wm,  C.  Heyward, 

Colonel  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 


Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  A d jutant-  Oener al . 

Captain  Bedon  and  Lieutenants  Heape,  Guerard,  and  Boyle  behaved 
with  distinguished  bravery  during  the  whole  action.  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Huger  and  Mr.  Hugh  Bose,  aids  to  General  Drayton,  rendered  great 
assistance  and  displayed  great  coolness. 


Report  of  Colonel  W.  D.  De  Saussure,  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment 
1  of  Fort  Walker. 

Camp  Lee,  November  17,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  general  commanding, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  ol  casualties  m  the  1  dteenth 
Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Walker,  on 
Hilton  Head  Island,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861: 

Killed,  Lieutenant  E.Z.  Swygart,  Company  C,  and  Lieutenant  James 

Norris  ComnanvF;  wounded,  11.  ,  T  , 

As  the  command  was  all  day  under  the  eye  of  the  general  i  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  report  its  operations  during  the  engagement  but  earn 
not  close  without  bringing  to  the  notice  ot  the  genera  ^“andiu^  that 
Colonel  Randolph  Spaulding,  ol  Georgia,  attached  himself  tc » 

B,  of  this  regiment,  and  fought  throughout  the  day  as  a  private  m  the 

r^nliSi 

Respectfully  submitted.  w.  D  De  saussube, 

Colonel  Fifteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 
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Report  of  Major  Lee,  South.  Carolina  Engineers,  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Walker. 

New  River  Bridge,  December  4,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to-  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report  of  the  defenses  of  Hilton  Head  up  to  the  time  ol 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Walker,  November  7,  1861: 

As  Chief  of  Engineers,  S.  C.  Army,  I  received  instructions  during  the 
month  of  May,  1861,  from  General  Beauregard,  then  commanding  pro¬ 
visional  forces  in  South  Carolina,  to  carry  into  execution  the  defensive 
works  on  this  coast.  The  general  location  of  these  defenses,  together 
with  the  number  and  character  of  guns  to  be  employed,  was  designated 
by  General  Beauregard,  and  the  immediate  necessity  of  the  early  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  proposed  works  Avas  urged  upon  those  in  authority. 

In ‘the  month  of  June  I  received  an  appropriation  of  .$15,000,  and 
with  this  limited  means  at  my  disposal  commenced  the  works  at  Port 
Royal,  Captain  Gregorie,  S.  C.  Army,  being  charged  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  Fort  Beauregard  at  Bay  Point.  Shortly  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  work  Major  J.  H.  Trapier,  C.  S.  Engineers,  having  been 
charged  with  the  engineering  work  in  this  State,  and,  by  order  of  the 
governor,  having  transferred  to  Major  Trapier  the  corps  then  under  flay 
command,  1  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Hilton  Head  and  carry  into 
execution  the  defensive  Avork  at  that  point. 

I  immediately,  on  receipt  of  this  order,  organized  a  party  of  artisans, 
and,  leaving  Charleston  July  1, 1861,  reached  Hilton  Head  on  the  3d  of 
the  same  month.  The  labor  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  work 
Avas  to  be  immediately  furnished  by  the  planters  of  the  \Ticinity,  but 
owing  to  some  delays  in  the  issuing  of  the  order  no  laboring  force  Avas 
put  at  my  disposal  for  three  Aveeks  after  my  arrival  at  Hilton  Head. 

In  the  meantime  I  designed  and  laid  out  the  proposed  work,  a  sketch 
of  which  accompanies  this  report.  The  armament  of  the  water  front, 
as 'ordered  by  General  Beauregard,  consisted  of  seven  X-inch  colurn- 
biads,  and  my  plans  were  arranged  for  such  a  battery.  The  interior 
slopes  of  the  water  battery  were  consequently  intended  for  seven  cir¬ 
cular  traverses  against  enfilading  fire.  The  labor  having  arrived,  the 
Avork  was  rapidly  pressed  forward,  and  by  September  1,  1861,  was 
ready  to  receive  its  armament.  In  place  of  receiving  seven  X-inch  guns 
but  one  could  be  procured,  together  Avitli  one  X-inch  columbiad,  model 
bored  to  a  32-pounder  and  rilled ;  one  VUI-inch  columbiad,  model  bored 
to  a  24-pounder  and  rifled;  one  VII I-inch  columbiad;  nine  navy  32- 
pounders;  three  navy  42-pounders;  three  navy  VUI-inch  howitzers;  two 
24-pounders;  two  42-pounder  carronuades,  and  two  long  English  12- 
pouuders.  Thirteen  of  these,  viz,  one  X-inch  columbiad;  one  X-inch 
columbiad,  pattern  bored  to  a  32-pounder  and  rifled;  one  VUI-inch 
columbiad,  pattern  bored  to  a  24-pounder  and  rifled;  one  VUI-inch 
columbiad;  six  navy  32-pounders,  and  three  navy  42-pounders,  being  in 
all  thirteen  guns,  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  water  front. 

This  involved  the  necessity  of  subdividing  the  spaces  allotted  to  the 
guns  in  this  battery,  and  consequently  placing  them  in  such  near 
proximity  as  effectually  to  prevent  the  construction  of  traverses 
against  enfilading  fire.  The  salient  of  the  bastions  of  the  fort  on  the 
land  side,  and  also  of  the  demilune,  Avere  arranged  for  circular  trav¬ 
erses,  some  of  Avhich  were  sent  me;  but  the  necessary  chassis  and 
carriages  never  having  arrived,  I  Avas  forced  to  make  use  of  two  spare 
carriages',  viz,  one  low  navy  carriage,  to  suit  Avkicli  an  embrasure  had 
to  be  cut  through  the  salient  of  the  demilune  on  the  eve  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  and  one  barbette  carriage,  the  latter  of  Avhich  was  placed  in  the 
salient  of  the  south  bastion,  but  with  a  limited  traverse  segment. 
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Two  YIII  inch  navy  howitzers  were  mounted  on  these  carriages.  The 
third  Vlll-incli  howitzer,  intended  for  the  salient  of  the  north  bastion, 
was  never  mounted,  no  carriage  having  arrived  for  it.  Besides  these, 
one  navy  32-pounder  was  mounted  on  the  exterior  angle  of  each  bastion, 
and  one  long  English  12-pounder,  en  embrasure,  was  placed  in  the 
shoulders,  to  enfilade  the  curtain  face  of  the  work.  One  of  these  last 
was  afterwards  removed  for  beach  defense.  Besides  the  VIII  inch  how¬ 
itzer,  two  24-pounders,  en  barbette,  were  mounted  in  the  demilune. 

For  beach  defense  two  heavy  shell  guns  were  designated  to  occupy 
the  two  exterior  flanking  works,  which  commanded  the  beach  approaches 
on  both  sides,  and  to  give  a  cross  fire  on  the  front  of  the  glacis,  or 
more  properly  cover-face  to  the  water  front  of  the  works.  In  place  of 
these  two  light  carronades  arrived  a  short  time  before  the  bombard¬ 
ment,  but  without  carriages  or  chassis.  They  were  therefore  simply 
buried  in  the  sand  to  such  depth,  and  with  such  directions,  as  to  enable 
us  to  have  at  least  one  fire  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  storm  the  work. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  12-pounder  from  the  north  bastion  was  placed 
in  such  position  as  to  sweep  the  beach  by  the  approach  from  the  south. 
The  ditches  on  the  water  front  not  being  protected  by  bastions,  I 
arranged  caponieres,  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  pierced  for  two  tiers 
of  musketry,  approached  by  galleries  leading  under  the  parapets  from 
the  interior  of  the  fort.  These  completed  the  ditch  defenses  and 
enabled  us,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  cross  the  ditch  at 
any  point,  to  pour  in  a  cross  fire  of  canister  and  ball.  As  a  protection 
to  the  land  batteries  of  the  fort  I  constructed  a  heavy  traverse  longi¬ 
tudinally  to  the  work,  and  to  insure  against  casualties  from  shot  and 
shell  bursting  in  the  parade  I  arranged  small  traverses  in  rear  of  each 
gun  of  the  water  battery,  sufficiently  low,  however,  as  to  offer  no 
obstacle  to  the  passage  of  such  shell  as  might  graze  the  parapet  of  the 
water  front. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  construct  .a  splinter  proof  over  the  entire  place 
of  arms,  between  the  principal  traverse  and  the  curtain  of  the  work, 
and  had  ordered  all  the  necessary  material  for  that  purpose.  My  requi¬ 
sitions  for  a  steamer  to  transport  the  same  some  30  miles  were,  how¬ 
ever,  not  complied  with,  and  I  was  enabled  to  cover  in  only  about 
one-third  of  the  proper  space,  and  then  by  bringing  ranging  timber  by 
hand  nearly  2  miles  and  by  working  day  and  night. 

The  magazine  of  the  work  was  large  and  complete,  and  so  protected 
that,  though  an  enormous  amount  of  shot  and  shell  was  fired  against 
it,  it  remained  at  the  close  of  the  action  as  strong  and  secure  as  before 
the  fight.  No  permanent  hot-shot  furnace  was  constructed,  but  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  material  for  .one  which  had  been  ordered  arrived  a  few  days 
before  the  action,  and  from  it  a  temporary  one  was  constructed  on 
Tuesday,  November  5.  This  work  was  well  and  rapidly  executed  by 
my  artisans  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  1  feel  it  my  duty  to 
call  to  your  attention  the  cool  bravery  of  Mr.  Patterson  and  the  arti¬ 
sans  under  him  in  executing  my  orders  under  the  most  trying  circum¬ 
stances.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  temporary  furnace,  a  portable 
one  had  arrived  some  time  before  the  bombardment,  but  of  exceedingly 
limited  capacity.  In  connection  with  the  fort  it  was  proper  to  con¬ 
struct  a  line  of  infantry  works  about  2  miles  to  the  south,  and  also  a 
battery  at  the  outlet  of  Skull  Creek  into  Broad  River,  but  for  reasons 
over  which  I  had  no  control  these  works  were  never  carried  into 
execution.  * 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  defenses  at  Hilton  Head  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  November  7,  1861.  As  an  offensive  work  Fort  Walker  proved 
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itself  unequal  to  the  immense  force  brought  against  it.  As  a  defensive 
work  it  accomplished  its  purpose  by  so  well  protecting  the  lives  of  b 
garrison  that,  after  sustaining  an  incessant  lire  of  shot  and  shell  f.  i 
nearly  five  hours,  but  ten  of  the  garrison  were  reported  killed,  lhis 
number  would,  I  believe,  have  been  materially  lessened  had  the  trav¬ 
erses  on  the  water  front  been  practicable.  .  j 

At  the  close  of  the  engagement  the  fort  had  received  but  little  dam¬ 
age,  although  hundreds  of  shot  and  shell  were  buried  in  the  parapets 

and  tr ^ay^the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  D.  Lee, 

Major  Engineers ,  8.  C.  Army. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hardeemlle. 


Report  of  Colonel  Dunovant,  Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment 

of  Fort  Beauregard. 

Hdqrs.  12th  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Camp  Lee,  Pocotaligo,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  26th  of  October  last  I  assumed  command  of  the  forces 
stationed  on  Bay  Point  Island,  consisting  of  three  companies  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment,  to-wit:  The  Beaufort  Artillery,  Captain  Stephen 
Elliott:  Colleton  Rifles,  Captain  Anderson,  and  Captain  Harrisons 
company  of  infantry.  Six  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  to  wit:  Company  A,  Captain  McCorkle;  Com¬ 
pany  0,  Captain  Davis;  Company  D,  Captain  Bookter;  Company  E, 
Captain  Hinson;  Company  F,  Captain  McMeekin  and  Company  I, 
Captain  Valandiugham,  and  a  small  detachment  of  Captain  Screven  s 
company  of  Beaufort  Guerrillas,  under  Lieutenant  Youmans.  My  staff 
consisted  of  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Talley,  adjutant;  Doctor  E.B.  Turnip- 
seed,  surgeon;  Captain  T.  I.  Bell,  quartermaster;  Captain  E.  A.  Rabb, 
commissary:  Reverend  0.  B.  Betts,  chaplain,  and  Mr.  Robert  Chisolm, 
volunteer  on  staff.  The  entire  force  on  the  island,  inclusive  of  field, 
staff,  and  company  officers,  was  619.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  of 
the  Twelfth  Regiment,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  six  companies 
of  that  regiment  and  Captain  Anderson’s  company,  then  at  the  Nar¬ 
rows.  Captain  Elliott  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  work 
known  as  Fort  Beauregard  with  his  own  company  and  Captain  Harri¬ 
son’s.  The  detachment  of  Captain  Screven’s  company  was  ordered  to 

report  directly  to  me.  .  . 

Monday,  the  4th  instant,  the  enemy’s  fleet  made  its  appearance  early 
in  the  morning,  and  crossing  the  bar  came  to  anchor  to  the  south  of 
and  opposite  the  island,  but  made  no  further  demonstration  of  an 
attack  on  our  position  during  that  day. 

In  the  afternoon  Commodore  Tattnall,  with  three  small  steamers, 
attacked  the  nearest  of  the  enemy’s  vessels,  and  after  sustaining  a 
heavy  fire  and  replying  most  gallantly,  retired  slowly  up  the  river. 

Tuesday  morning,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  point  and  mode 
of  attack,  the  following  disposition  was  made  of  the  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  Regiment:  Companies  A  and  D  were  posted  in  rear  of  a  range 
of  sand  hills  distant  about  200  yards  from  Fort  Beauregard,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  that  work  in  case  of  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
land.  Companies  C  and  E  took  position  near  Captain  Anderson’s  com- 
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pany  at  tlie  Narrows,  and  Companies  F  and  I  were  held  at  the  camp 
of  the  regiment,  being  about  equidistant  between  the  detachments,  so 
as  to  support  either. 

Between  7  and  8  o’clock  Commodore  Tattnall’s  steamers  again 
advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy,  who  met  the  attack  in  such  num¬ 
bers  and  with  such,  weight  of  metal  that  the  little  steamers  were  com¬ 
pelled  again  to  retreat  above  the  forts.  The  enemy  followed,  firing 
upon  the  steamers  till  within  range  of  our  guns,  when  Fort  Beaure¬ 
gard  joined  in  the  conflict  and  drew  a  heavy  tire  of  shot  and  shell,  prin¬ 
cipally  the  latter,  upon  that  work  and  the  other  portions  of  the  island 
occupied  by  our  troops.  This  engagement  lasted  nearly  two  hours, 
when  the  enemy’s  fleet  withdrew  and  assumed  very  nearly  its  former 
position  opposite  our  island,  which  it  retained  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

The  only  casualties  on  our  part  were  those  stated  in  Captain  Elliott’s 
report,  herewith  transmitted,  as  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  a 
caisson. 

The  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather  prevented  any  further  action 
of  the  enemy  on  Wednesday.  Thursday  morning,  however,  the  wind 
lulled  and  the  water  was  unusually  smooth.  Of  this  the  enemy  availed 
himself,  and  at  8:30  a.  m.  the  fleet  of  war  vessels,  headed  by  what  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  Minnesota ,  bore  toward  the  northwest  till 
reaching  the  main  channel  they  moved  directly  toward  our  batteries. 
As  soon  as  they  came  within  range,  Fort  Beauregard  opened  upon  the 
vessel  in  advance,  which  being  seconded  by  Fort  Walker  and  replied  to 
by  the  enemy,  the  action  became  general.  About  the  time  of  the  first 
movement  of  the  fleet,  it  having  been  reported  to  me  that  barges  filled 
with  troops  were  leaving  the  transports,  which  still  occupied  their  posi¬ 
tion  opposite  the  camp,  in  anticipation  of  an  attempt  to  effect  a  landing 
in  that  vicinity  I  ordered  Companies  C  and  E,  which  had  been  with¬ 
drawn  on  Wednesday,  back  to  a  point  near  the  earthwork  at  the  Nar¬ 
rows,  retaining  at  the  camp  the  four  remaining  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  Regiment.  After,  however;  having  made  a  careful  personal 
observation  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  in  view  of  their  steady 
advance  and  heavy  fire  upon  the  western  end  of  the  island,  I  changed 
the  arrangement  of  the  force,  throwing  the  four  companies  at  the  camp 
in  the  rear  of  the  sand  lulls  before  referred  to,  near  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  withdrew  within  supporting  distance  the  two  companies  of  the 
Twelfth'at  the  Narrows.  Thus  the  troops  remained  for  several  hours 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  during  which  they  exhibited  great 
coolness  and  promptness  in  obedience  to  orders.  Notwithstanding  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  sand  hills  many  shot  and  shell  fell  around 
them  but  fortunately  without  inflicting  injury  of  any  kind.  The  bat¬ 
teries  at  Fort  Beauregard  were  worked  with  great  gallantry,  skill,  and 
energy,  and  the  highest  praise  is  due  to  Captain  Elliott  and  his  com¬ 
mand  for  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  important  trust. 

About  2  p.  m.,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon  our  batteries  was  slackened 
and  redoubled  against  Hilton  Head.  A  little  after  3  o’clock  it  was 
reported  to  me  by  Adjutant  Talley  that  a  boat  was  leaving  one  of  the 
fleet  for  the  shore  of  Hilton  Head  amid  loud  cheers  from  the  former,  and 
that  Fort  Walker  was  silent.  1  at  once  proceeded  to  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  after  the  colloquies  accurately  detailed  by  Captain  Elliott  m  his 
report,  ordered  him  to  make  arrangements  for  retreat  from  the  iort 

toward  the  Narrows.  ,  „  ^  , . 

I  then  returned  and  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  the  evacuation 
of  the  island,  and  the  force  moved  in  good  order  toward  the  eastern 
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portion  of  the  island.  The  only  line  of  retreat  lay  across  the  strip  of 
land  known  as  the  Narrows,  scarce  50  yards  wide  and  1,000  long,  to 
the  main  body  of  Eddings’  Island,  which  itself  is  but  an  extensive 
swamp,  entirely  impenetrable  save  by  a  trail  known  to  tew,  and  o 
such  extreme  difficulty  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  transporting 
baggage  of  any  kind  beyond  what  could  be  borne  on  the  shoulders  ot 
the  men.  Of  the  character  of  the  route  and  the  consequent  impracti¬ 
cability  of  transportation  I  had  been  fully  advised,  and  therefore  dul 
not  undertake  the  removal  of  camp  equipage,  stores,  or  heavy  bag¬ 
gage  Nor  did  I  think  it  prudent  to  destroy  such  property  by  hre, 
inasmuch  as  the  retreat  was  at  best  of  doubtful  feasibility  and  the 
nature  of  the  movement  would  have  been  thereby  revealed  to  the 
enemy  and  its  success  still  further  jeoparded,  if  not  entirely  frustrated. 

I  believe  that  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  evacuation 
of  the  island  was  effected  it  was  unknown  to  the  enemy  until  it  had 
been  fully  accomplished,  and  this  conviction  is  strengthened  by  then 
failure  to  take  advantage  of  the  entire  command  of  Station  Creek  and 
Beaufort  River  to  cut  off  the  retreat  at  Jenkins’  Landing,  and  espe¬ 
cially  at  White  Hall  Ferry.  The  body  of  the  command  reached  the 
landing  at  Station  Creek  and  crossed  to  Dr.  Jenkins’  plantation  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  and  after  resting  a  short  time  at  the  latter  place  resumed 
the  march  for  Beaufort,  where  it  arrived  early  Friday  morning.  The 
town  was  deserted  by  the  white  population,  and  no  representative  of 
the  Quartermaster’s  or  Commissary  Departments,  or  other  person  in 
authority,  could  be  found.  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  taking  tor  the  use  of  the  tioops  such 
provisions  and  necessaries  as  their  condition  imperatively  demanded,, 
and  had  I  known  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  stores,  might  have 
saved  much  public  property,  which  has  probably  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  I  proceeded  with  the  command  to  Port  Royal  Ferry, 
and  thence  to  this  place,  regarding  the  latter  as  an  important  point  of 
defense  and  at  the  same  time  one  from  which  I  could  readily  open  com¬ 
munications  to  procure  the  necessary  supplies  for  my  command.  In 
consequence  of  the  intricacy  and  difficulty  of  the  line  of  retreat,  some 
officers  and  men  detained  by  their  duties  lost  their  way,  but  all  these 
have  since  rejoined  their  respective  companies.  There  is  but  one  man 
whom  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  as  missing.  As  to  the 
particulars  of  this  case  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
efficient  surgeon  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  herewith  submitted.  Seme 
muskets  were  left,  but  only  those  which  had  been  drawn  for  enlisted 
men  who  were  at  the  time  absent  by  reason  ot  the  severe  epidemic 
which  had  thinned  our  ranks  during  the  previous  month. 

No  soidier  threw  away  his  arms.  In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  retreat  was  arranged  and  effected,  justice  to  myselt  and  others 
requires  that  I  should  add  a  word  of  explanation.  Having  received  no 
instructions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  island  of  Bay  Point  should  be 
defended,  nor  of  the  contingencies  upon  which  it  should  be  abandoned, 
with  no  arrangement  for  receiving  orders,  by  means  of  signals  or  other¬ 
wise,  from  headquarters,  and  totally  without  information  ot  any  plan 
devised  or  facilities  provided  for  the  retreat  of  my  command  in  case  of 
disaster,  I  felt  that  these  circumstances  imposed  upon  me  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  endeavoring  to  secure  some  means  of  evacuating  the  island  in 
the  event  such  a  step  should  become  necessary.  Accordingly,  the 
state  of  facts  above  referred  to  continuing,  on  Tuesday  I  went  in  per¬ 
son  to  Captain  Elliott,  who,  perhaps,  was  more  familiar ‘with  the  locali¬ 
ties  than  any  other  person,  and  after  learning  from  him,  in  answer  to 
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my  enquiries,  that  a  retreat  was  practicable  through  Eddings’  Island 
if  boats  and  flats  could  be  secured  to  take  the  forces  across  Station 
Creek,  I  instructed  him  to  select  some  prudent  and  trusty  person  to 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  necessary  means  of  transportation  at 
the  landing  on  Ed  dings’  Island.  The  Reverend  Stephen  Elliott  was 
chosen  to  discharge  this  important  duty  and  left  on  Thursday  morning 
for  that  purpose.  Fortunately  Captain  Thomas  Hanckel,  Mr.  Henry 
Stuart,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Cuthbert,  of  Beaufort,  had  already  secured  a 
large  number  of  flats  at  Dr.  Jenkins’  Landing  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
them  to  some  point  on  Eddings’  Island  for  our  relief.  Mr.  Elliott 
informed  them  of  the  plan  agreed  upon,  and  thus,  through  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  these  gentlemen  and  the  valuable  assistance  of  Captain  Fripp 
and  his  command,  the  evacuation  of  the  island  was  effected.  I  com¬ 
municated  the  plan  of  retreat  to  none  save  Captain  Elliott,  the  adjutant, 
and  the  quartermaster. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  commanding  the  greater  portion  of  the 
infantry,  was  prompt  and  energetic  in  executing  the  orders  for  the 
movements  of  his  immediate  command.  From  the  nature  of  the  attack, 
the  forces  at  Fort  Beauregard  were  the  only  active  participants  in  the 
engagement,  and  I  can  not  close  this  report  without  drawing  special 
attention  to  the  high  qualities  of  the  officer  exhibited  by  Captain 
Elliott,  commanding  that  work.  Compelled,  from  the  necessities  of 
our  position,  to  act  the  part  of  engineer,  ordnance  officer,  and  com¬ 
mander  of  the  fort,  he  exhibited  an  energy  and  intelligence  in  preparing 
the  batteries  for  the  fight  which  were  only  equaled  by  the  gallantry  and 
firmness  of  the  defense. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff  did  their  duty.  Adjutant  Talley,  Cap¬ 
tain  Bell,  quartermaster,  and  Reverend  C.  B.  Betts,  the  chaplain, 
frequently  sent  with  orders  to  various  parts  of  the  island  during  the 
bombardment,  executed  their  trust  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory 
to  me. 

Lieutenant  Youmans  and  his  detachment  were  efficient  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  part  assigned  them.  To  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the 
Beaufort  Artillery,  the  command  is  under  obligations  for  valuable 
services  rendered"  at  the  ferry  across  Station  Creek,  and  to  Captain 
Thomas  R.  Elliott  for  similar  aid  in  passing  White  Hall  Ferry. 

The  reports  of  Captain  Elliott  and  Surgeon  Turnipseed  are  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  M.  Dunovant, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Regiment  South.  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Report  of  Captain  Elliott,  commanding  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery,  of  the  bombardment  of 

Fort  Beauregard. 

Headquarters  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery, 

November  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Fort  Beauregard  by 
Colonel  Dunovant,  commanding  the  post,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  garrison  consisted  of  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery  (Company  A, 
83  men)  and  Captain  Harrison’s  company  (Company  D,  <>6  men),  both 
of  Colonel  Heyward’s  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  io 
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tlie  former  was  intrusted  the  main 


work  (13  guns),  to  the  latter  the 


lint  shot  battery  (3  earns)  and  the  sand  battery  (2  gujis). 

On  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  the  enemy  appeared  and  anchored  withi 
the  bar,  4  miles  below  the  fort.  On  Tuesday  morning,  at  7  : 30 m  clock 
five  gunboats  came  within  range  and  opened  upon  us  with  ^eavy  gi  ^ 
throwing  spherical  and  ride  shell  with  accuracy.  One  of  these  struck 
the  caisson  causing  it  to  explode,  and  thereby  injuring  slight  y 
tile  gun  detacLellts.  I  replied’,  but  Ibuud  the 

successful  liring,  and  at  9: 15  o’clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  withdrew,  having 

b6Onl Wednesday fthewea'ther  being  boisterous,  the  enemy  remained 

qUOn  Thursday,  pursuant  to  an  order  previously  received  from  Colonel 
Dunovant,  1  dispatched  the  chaplain  ot  the  Ninth  Re^ment  to  bk 
Helena,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation  me. *se  it  * sho 
be  necessary  and  prove  practicable  to  retire.  At  8  :o0  a.  m.,  fifteen  ot  t 
enemy’s  S  formed  in  line  and  steamed  up  the  harbor,  engaging  us  at  - 
9 :15  o’clock.  These  were  subsequently  joined  by  four  otliei  s.  iavm^ 

passed  the  batteries,  they  turned  to  the  left  and  southward  and  lepassed 

near  the  Hilton  Head  shore.  .  .  , 

This  circuit  was  performed  three  times,  after  which  they  remained 

out  of  reach  of  any  except  our  heaviest  guns  The  last  gnj'  roji  my 
battery  was  fired  at  3:35  p.  m.,  being  the  eighth  to  which  the  enemy 
had  not  replied.  A  few  moments  afterwards  Colonel  Dunovant  enteiert 
the  fort  and  said  to  me,  “Captain  Elliott,  what  is  the  condition  of 
things  over  the  river?”  I  replied,  “Fort  Walker  lias  been  silenced, 
sir.”  “By  what  do  you  judge?”  “  By  the  facts  that  the  fort  has  been 
subjected  to  a  heavy  enfilade  and  direct  tire,  to  which  it  lias  ceased  to 
reply:  that  the  vessels  having  terminated  their  tire,  the  flagship  has 
steamed  up  and  delivered  a  single  shot,  which  was  unanswered,  and 
that  thereupon  cheering  was  heard  from  the  fleet.  Then,  sir,  it 
having  been  proved  that  these  works  can  not  accomplish  the  end  loi 
which  they  were  designed,  that  of  protecting  the  harbor,  you  will  pre¬ 
pare  to  retire  from  a  position  from  which  our  retreat  may  readily  be 
cut  off  and  which  our  small  force  will  not  enable  us  to  hold  against  a 
land  attack.”  I  then  prepared  my  command  for  a  retreat,  destroyed  a 
greater  part  of  the  powder,  spiked  the  guns,  and  an  hour  later  took  up 

the  line  of  march  for  biddings’  Island. 

Our  fire  was  remitted  during  those  intervals  when  passing  down  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  river,  as  the  ships  were  too  distant.  Tliis-cessa- 
tiou  afforded  a  respite  to  the  cannoneers,  already  fatigued  by  labors 
properly  belonging  to  the  engineer  and  ordnance  departments.  At  all 
other  times  it  was  kept  up  with  shot  and  shell. 

One  of  the  coluinbiads  was  fired  fifty-seven  times,  the  other  not  quite 
so  often.  The  position  of  the  hot-shot  guns  in  the  main  battery  was 
such  that,  when  unmasked,  the  ships  were  too  far  distant  to  be  reached 
by  any  elevation  the  guns  were  susceptible  of.  They  were  theretoie 
used  but  sparingly,  but  hot-sliot  was  fired  from  two  42-pounders  on  the 
front  face.  The  flagship  was  supposed  to  be  on  fire  more  than  once. 

Our  fire  was  directed  almost  exclusively  at  the  larger  vessel.  They 
were  seen  to  be  struck  repeatedly,  but  the  great  distance,  never  less 
than  2,500  yards,  prevented  our  ascertaining  the  extent  of  injury.  The 
wooden  fuzes  for  the  Vlll-iucli  shell  were  very  defective,  generally 
igniting  the  charge  a  few  seconds  too  soon.  The  paper  fuzes  were  more 
reliable.  It  had  been  found  during  the  engagement  on  Tuesday  that 
the  rifle  shell  could  not,  without  much  difficulty,  be  forced  down  after 
one  or  two  discharges.  They  had.  therefore,  in  the  interim  been  refitted. 
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The  gun,  however,  exploded  at  the  thirty-second  discharge,  slightly 
wounding  every  man  of  the  detachment.  No  other  cause  can  be. 
assigned  except  that  the  gun,  after  being  fired  several  times  in  rapid 
succession,  was  loaded  and  allowed  to  remain.  As  it  became  cool  it 
may  have  contracted  upon  the  shell,  and  hence  the  explosion. 

The  hot-shot  battery,  manned  by  Captain  Harrison’s  company,  fired 
a  few  rounds,  but  the  great  severity  of  the  cannonade  in  an  exposed 
position  drove  the  men  from  the  guns.  Some  of  his  men  afterwards 
assisted  me  in  the  main  work,  among  whom  Sergeant  Eden  field  deserves 
to  be  mentioned  with  praise.  The  Beaufort  Artillery  behaved  with  cool¬ 
ness  under  heavy  fire,  as  is  attested  by  the  iact  that  no  accident  attribu¬ 
table  to  carelessness  occurred  at  their  guns.  Instances  of  conspicuous 
bravery  might  be  mentioned,  but  it  would  be  unfair  to  eulogize  a  few 
when  the  majority  did  their  duty. 

Previous  to  the  engagement  the  members  of  this  corps  contributed 
each  according  to  his  talent  to  the  efficiency  of  the  whole,  but  especially 
zealous  and  untiring  were  Privates  S.  E.  Scanlan  and  I.  E.  Falbin  in 
preparing  ammunition  and  placing  the  battery  in  order.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  I  must  mention  with  honor  Captain  Harrison’s  company,  who, 
for  months  before,  cheerfully  gave  me  their  assistance.  I  must  also 
thank  the  companies  of  Colonel  Dunovant’s  command,  who  labored  to 
make  my  position  more  secure.  Honor  is  due  to  Midshipmen  Maffitt 
and  Bead,  who,  with  coolness  and  courage,  gave  me  valuable  aid  when¬ 
ever  it  was  required. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  of  the  Beaufort  Artillery: 
Captain  S.  Elliott,  in  the  leg,  by  a  fragment  of  rilled  gun;  Sergeant  • 
B.  W.  Sloman,  in  the  hand,  by  the  same;  Privates  Fripp,  Hamilton, 
Willcox,  Perryclear,  and  Joyce,  by  same;  Sergeant  Stuart,  by  recoil  of 
columbiad;  Private  M.  W.  Fripp,  by  same;  Privates  William  Elliott 
and  F.  N.  Murdaugli,  by  explosion  of  caisson,  all  slightly.  Of  Captain 
Harrison’s  company,  Privates  J.  and  J.  E.  Crews  lost  each  an  arm  by 
the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  Elliott,  Jr., 

Captain  of  Beaufort  Artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  William  II.  Talley, 

Adjutant  of  Twelfth  Regiment. 


Reconnaissances  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina ,  and  its  tributaries , 

November  25-28,*  1861. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Bay  Point,  November  21,  1861. 

General  •  I  have  organized  an  expedition  for  St.  Ilelena,  of  three 
vessels,  under  Commander  Drayton,  to  leave  at  4  in  the  morning. 

If  you  desire  to  send  an  engineer  officer  along,  Captain  Drayton  will 
receive  him  on  the  Pawnee.  He  had  better  be  over  this  evening.  I  he 
object  of  the  expedition  is  a  general  reconuoissance. 

I  have  heard  some  heavy  guns  this  forenoon,  and  presume  my  boats 
have  drawn  the  fire  of  Pulaski  on  them. 

Yours,  most  truly,  g  ])(j  poN,r 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Hilton  Head. 


'  For  general  correspondence,  November  7-24,  see  pp.  329  361. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  No  vember  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  take  under  your  command  the  gunboats  Una- 
dilla  and  Pembina  and  proceed  to  St.  Helena  Sound,  where  you  will 
endeavor  to  ascertain  by  a  recon noissance  the  state  of  preparation  of 
the  enemy  at  Hunting  Island,  Otter  Island,  and  at  the  mouth  of  i  or¬ 
gan  and  the  Coosaw  rivers.  I  have  explained  to  you  verbally  my 
views  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  this  expedition.  The  following 
memorandum  will  serve  to  keep  them  before  you : 

1.  To  ascertain  what  guns,  if  any,  are  mounted  on  or  near  the  waters 
of  St.  Helena  Sound;  the  caliber  of  such  guns. 

2.  Fortifications  or  earthworks,  whether  abandoned  or  not. 

3.  The  general  state  of  the  neighboring  country. 

4.  Whether  there  are  any  boats,  scows,  or  other  vessels  that  can 

be  useful  to  the  enemy.  . 

5.  Whatever  can  be  found  out  concerning  the  quantity  and  condition 
of  cotton,  and  the  number  and  state  of  the  white  and  slave  population. 

6.  You  will  please  remember  that  I  enjoined  upon  you  to  regard  this 
expedition  as  a  reconnoissance  only;  to  avoid  an  engagement  with  bat¬ 
teries  of  force,  and  to  bear  in  mind  that  your  vessel  will  soon  be  wanted 
for  more  important  service. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer,  etc. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  8.  8.  Paivnee,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Whilst  waiting  for  the  ammunition  expected  in  the  Bienville, 
I  have  not  suffered  the  squadron  to  be  idle. 

The  men-of-war  of  small  draft  and  the  tug  Hllen  have  ascended 
Broad  and  Beaufort  rivers,  and  penetrated  into  the  adjacent  creeks. 
The  country  is  everywhere  in  the  same  deplorable  state. 

The  slaves  are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  except  that  occasional 
attempts  are  made  by  their  former  masters  to  carry  them  oft  at  night, 
when,  in  case  of  resistance,  extreme  violence  is  used. 

A  great  deal  of  cotton  of  this  year’s  growth,  most  of  which  is  not 
ginned,  is  lying  about  in  barns  or  in  the  open  air.  I  have  already 
taken  the  first  steps  toward  collecting  it,  for  I  learn  from  the  most 
intelligent  of  the  slaves  that  orders  are  given  to  burn  it,  and  several 
barns  have  been  destroyed  on  Port  Royal  Island  on  the  approach  of 
our  vessels. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  report  in  a  separate  communication  the 
occupation  of  Tybee  Island. 

This  morning,  at  4  o’clock,  I  dispatched  a  small  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Paivnee,  Commander  Drayton;  the  Unadilla ,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Collins,  and  the  Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead, 
to  examine  the  waters  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  look  at  the  defenses, 
if  any,  on  Hunting  and  other  islands,  or  at  Morgan,  or  the  Coosaw 
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rivers,  to  enquire  into  the  condition  ot‘  the  neighboring  country  and 
its  inhabitants,  and  take  possession  of  any  abandoned  public  property. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  Commander  Dray 
ton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee, 
of  his  expedition  up  St.  Helena  Sound  and  the  adjacent  river,  which 
the  Department  will  find  interesting. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
24th  instant,  I  left  this  harbor  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  25tli  instant  in  company 
with  the  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  the  Pembina, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  piloted  by  the  I  ixen,  Captain 
Boutelle.  We  crossed  this  bar  at  4:30,  and  that  of  St.  Helena  Sound 
at  9:30,  a  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  General  Clinch  then  being  oft  the 
entrance  of  South  Edisto  River,  which  position  she  shortly  left,  and 
steamed  up  the  river.  I  soon  after  came  in  sight  of  a  fort  on  the  point 
of  Otter  Island,  into  which,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  I  threw  a  few 
shells,  as  did  the  gunboat,  to  discover  if  it  was  occupied.  There  being- 
no  answer,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession,  and  found  it  to 
be  a  regular  triangular  work,  with  two  faces  toward  the  water,  of  250 
feet  each,  with  bastions  and  a  curtain  on  the  land  side,  the  whole  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  ditch.  The  magazine  had  been  blown  up,  and  everything 
carried  away  or  destroyed,  the  only  thing  left  being  the  fragments  of 
an  80-pounder  rifle  gun,  which  had  been  burst.  There  was  also  on  the 
outside  a  large  quantity  of  timber  and  palmetto  logs,  which  I  left 
undisturbed,  there  being  little  or  no  probability  of  anyone  coming  to 
remove  it,  and  considering  that,  should  we  occupy  the  place,  it  would 
be  required  to  finish  the  work. 

Having  made  the  above  examination,  I  continued  up  the  Coosaw 
River  with  the  gunboats,  piloted  by  Captain  Boutelle.  When  just  after 
passing  Morgan  River,  about  10  miles  from  Otter  Island,  1  came  in 
sight  of  a  fort  directly  ahead,  and  at  the  junction  of  Barnwell  Creek 
wfth  the  Coosaw.  When  within  a  mile,  we  threw  a  few  shells  into  it, 
and  there  being  no  signs  of  occupation  and  the  negroes  showing  them¬ 
selves  in  the  neighborhood,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  redoubt,  with  a  ditch  on  three  faces  and  a  steep 
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slope  toward  tlie  water,  above  which  the  parapet  was  elevated  30  feet, 
its  name  being  (as  we  found  from  papers  picked  up)  Fort  Heyward. 
The  armament  had  consisted  of  only  three  guns — one  rifle,  which  had 
been  removed,  and  two  18-pounders,  which,  being  of  a  very  antiquated 
make  and  spiked,  I  destroyed  by  breaking  the  trunnions  ofl.  Ike 
next  morning  early  I  returned  and  removed  to  this  vessel  a  quantity 
of  intrenching  tools  which  I  found  near  the  tort,  together  with  a  laige 
sling  cart  and  two  siege  carriages  which  had  not  been  much  injured  by 
the  lire,  which  had  consumed  sufficiently  to  render  useless  the  other 
one  and  all  of  the  timbers.  This  being  completed,  I  returned  to  Otter 
Island,  finding  there  the  Vixen ,  which  had  preceded  us  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  an  engineer,  Lieutenant  O’Rorke,  oft,  who  had  been  sent 
by  General  Sherman  to  join  us  at  Coffin’s  Landing.  He  desired  to 
make  a  drawing  of  the  fort,  and  as  it  then  was  late  l  anchored  for  the 
night,  leaving  again  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the  gunboats 
and  Vixen  (there  not  being  water  for  the  Pawnee )  to  ascend  the  Ashepoo 
River,  as  I  understood  that  there  was  a  military  station  a  short  distance 
up.  After  running  4  miles,  I  discovered  a  redoubt,  and  having,  as 
before,  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  not  occupied,  I  landed,  and  found 
that,  like  the  others,  it  was  very  carefully  and  scientifically  built,  with 
a  deep  ditch  surrounding  it.  Everything  had  been  destroyed  or  carried 
away,  excepting  a  rifle  20-pounder  and  an  old  English  18-pounder,  both 
of  which  had  been  burst,  and  another  18,  which  I  destroyed.  Having 
performed  this  duty,  I  continued  up  the  river,  thinking  that  I  might 
find  fortifications  at  Mosquito  Creek,  which  offers  the  only  inland 
channel  of  communication  with  Charleston.  None  had,  however,  been 
erected  there,  and  I  continued  up  the  river  to  the  plantation  on  Hutch¬ 
inson’s  Island,  about  12  miles  from  Otter  Island,  which  was  as  far  as 
the  vessels  could  go. 

Here  was  a  large  number  of  negroes,  but  no  white  men,  although 
they  told  me  that  there  was  a  picket  of  soldiers  about  3  miles  beyond. 
At  this  time  I  heard  heavy  firing,  and  as  we  all  supposed  it  to  proceed 
from  the  Pawnee ,  I  hurried  everyone  on  board  and  returned  down 
the  river  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  on  reaching  that  vessel  was  told 
that  the  sounds  came  from  the  direction  of  Beaufort.  I  then,  with  the 
Paumee,  got  underway  and,  accompanied  by  the  other  vessels,  ran 
across  the  bay  to  Hunting  Island  River,  where  I  landed  and  looked  for 
fortifications  on  the  point  of  Hunting  Island,  but  could  not  find  the 
least  appearance  of  there  ever  having  been  any  there.  The  light  house 
had  been  recently  blown  up  and  all  the  public  property  carried  away. 
I  had  now  examined  all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  except 
Coffin’s  Landing,  which  had  been  visited  by  Lieutenant  O’Rorke  on 
his  way  across,  and  he  reporting  that  no  works  had  been  erected  there, 
I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  delay  that  would  have  been  occasioned  by 
going  there.  I  left  Hunting  Island  harbor  at  7  a.  m.  this  morning  and 
reached  my  anchorage  here  at  meridian. 

With  regard  to  the  other  enquiries  that  I  was  ordered  to  make  I  would 
beg  ieave  to  say  that  wherever  practicable  the  slaves  have  been  removed, 
as  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Ashepoo,  where  there  is  communication 
with  the  Edisto.  At  all  the  plantations  south  of  that,  however,  a  great 
many  still  remain;  at  Hutchinson’s  Island  not  less,  I  think,  than  120. 
Not  a  white  man  seems  to  be  left  anywhere  outside  of  the  line  of  mili¬ 
tary  occupation,  which  was  higher  than  I  was  able  to  go  with  the 
vessels.  The  slaves  are  doing  nothing  and  are  very  friendly.  They 
assisted  us  voluntarily  wherever  we  wanted  their  aid,  and  sometimes, 
as  at  Fort  Heyward,  worked  very  hard,  and  I  overheard  one  of  them 
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say  that  it  was  but  fair  that  they  should  do  so  for  us,  as  we  were  work¬ 
ing  for  them.  The  more  intelligent  of  them  told  me  that  there  was  no 
packed  cotton  in  their  neighborhood;  that  scarce  any  had  been  packed 
this  year,  and  that  not  much  more  than  half  the  cotton  and  scarcely 
any  of  the  provision  crop  had  been  gathered. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  fort  on  Otter  Island.  It  can  be  easily  held,  and  with  a  few 
vessels  as  a  support  would  be  almost  impregnable  to  any  ordinary 
force.  It  completely  commands  the  inland  route  to  Charleston,  and  4 
miles  above  it  the  Ashepoo  and  South  Edisto  rivers  approach  each 
other  so  closely  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  almost  have  com¬ 
manded  the  navigation  of  the  latter  river  from  my  vessel,  and  a  few 
guns  in  position  on  the  narrow  neck  of  land  that  divides  them  might 
easily  control  both  streams.  No  single  point  can  command  all  the 
entrances  into  St.  Helena  Sound,  as  it  is  5  miles  across,  but  a  fort  on 
Otter  Island  shuts  up  the  most  important  one,  and  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  and  under  its  guns  is  perhaps  the  very  best  anchorage  for  ships 
to  be  found  in  those  waters. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that,  as  far  as  we  could  make  out,  on  our  return 
down  the  river  (the  Ashepoo)  they  appeared  to  be  burning  houses  in 
the  direction  of  the  South  Edisto  River  or  on  those  plantations  which 
must  have  still  been  in  possession' of  the  whites,  and  the  same  tiling- 
seemed  to  be  continued  during  the  night.  I  can  not  finish  without 
mentioning  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  Captain  Boutelle  for  the  skill 
and  untiring  energy  he  displayed  in  piloting  us  through  those  inland 
waters,  and  I  think  the  people  must  have  been  a  little  surprised  at  see¬ 
ing  vessels  of  war  passing  at  full  speed  up  narrow  and  not  over-deep 
rivers,  such  as  the  Coosaw  and  Ashepoo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  25,  1861. — In  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Coosaw  River.  At 
1 : 20  p.  m.  got  underway  and  followed  Pawnee  up  the  Coosaw  River. 
At  3:30  fired  the  rilled  and  the  Xl-incli  gun  at  a  fort  on  Sams  Point. 
At  3 : 40  let  go  anchor  and  sent  boats  to  reconnoiter. 

November  26.— At  6:40  a.  m.  gig  and  first  cutter  ashore;  crews  en¬ 
gaged  destroying  ordnance  in  Fort  Heyward,  Sams  Point,  S.  C. 

November  27.— At  6:30  a.  m.  followed  the  steamer  Vixen  up  the 
Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina;  TJnadilla  in  company.  At  7  fired  shell 
and  rifled  gun  at  a  fort  on  the  northeast  bank  of  the  river. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  TJnadilla,  Lieutenant  Collins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  25,  1861.— At  5  a.  m.  got  over  the  bar  in  company  with 
the  Pembina ,  Pawnee,  and  Vixen,  standing  for  St.  Helena  Sound.  At 
10:30  one  dead  shell  fired  from  Parrott  gun  at  what  appeared  to  be 
a  battery;  no  answer  from  shore.  At  3:50  p.  m.  anchored  in  Coosaw 
River;  fired  a  shell  from  Parrott  gun  at  a  newly  erected  battery;  no 
return  from  shore. 
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November  27. — At  6  a.  m.  went  up  Ashepoo  River  to  the  mouth  of  Tar 
River.  At  7: 15  tired  a  dead  shell  from  Parrott  gun;  no  return  from 
shore.  At  11 : 30  proceeded  down  the  river,  as  we  heard  heavy  guns 
firing  at  a  distance. 


Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia ,  by  Federal  naval  forces,  November 

24,  1861. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  a  pielimmary 

reconnoissance. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  November  19,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  and  report  to  Commander  Missroon, 
off  Savannah,  for  duty  in  aid  of  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

I  wish  you,  while  there,  to  confer  with  Captain  Missroon  on  the  most 
feasible  plan  of  placing  obstructions  on  the  bar  of  Tybee  entrance,  tor 
which,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Department  has  made  extensive  prepara¬ 
tions. 

A  reconnoissance  will  probably  enable  you  to  form  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  force  on  Tybee  Island,  and  of  the  possibility  ot  gaining 
access  to  the  inner  bar,  but  on  making  this  reconnoissance  you  will 
please  to  bear  in  mind  that  nothing  need  be  risked. 

If  the  information  acquired  by  this  reconnoissance  should  be  impor¬ 
tant,  I  wish  you  to  return  and  communicate  it  to  me  immediately. 

I  will  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  again  calling  your  attention  to  the 
vessels  bound  from  England  to  a  southward  port,  mentioned  in  my 
recent  dispatches. 

You  have  a  list  of  them  and  will  please  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance 
with  regard  to  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag.- Officer,  etc. 

Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  Flag,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officei  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Saturday  Evening ,  November  23,  1861. 

General  :  I  am  thankful  for  the  extract  you  have  kindly  sent  me 
from  Colonel  Terry’s  report,  for  it  coinfirms  what  Commander  J. 
Rodgers,  of  the  Flag ,  reported  as  his  opinion. 

He  has  been  sounding  the  Savannah  Bar,  and  left  again  to-day  with 
three  vessels  to  continue  his  work  up  to  Tybee.  If  the  forts  there  have 
really  been  abandoned,  which  I  shall  know  to  morrow,  1  will  cork  up 
Savannah  like  a  bottle  by  placing  a  frigate  in  the  roads  opposite  Tybee 
and  out  of  range  from  Pulaski. 

1  feel  some  concern  about  the  report  of  the  Fingal  getting  in.  If  a 
week  ago  from  last  Sunday  or  Monday  be  meant  in  Colonel  Terry’s 
letter,  it  is  hardly  possible  she  may  have  run  the  blockade.  This  would 
be  the  10th  of  November.  I  had  a  steamer  there  on  the  2d,  and  they 
have  been  going  down  ever  since.  There  are  eight  men-of-war  now  from 
Savannah  to  Fernandina,  cruising  and  blockading. 
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The  New  York  papers  of  the  15th  report  the  capture  off  Key  West 
of  an  English  steamer  laden  with  munitions  of  war. 

The  Fingal  had  but  four  pieces  of  ordnance.  AVe  have  a  complete 
invoice  of  her  cargo,  valued  at  £48,336.  She  had  24,000  pounds  of 
powder,  11,340  rifles,  400,000  cartridges,  a  half  million  percussion 


caps,  etc. 

We  have  had  an  expedition  into  Johnson’s  Creek  to  day.  An  intelli¬ 
gent  negro  informed  the  officer  of  it  that  the  rebels  were  intrenching  at 
Port  Boyal  Ferry  depot  and  had  four  guns  mounted  the  size  of  the 
smallest  guns  in  the  fort  at  Bay  Point. 

I  am,  general,  yours  very  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  ship  Savannah,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  into  Tybee  entrance. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Commander  John  Bodgers, 
which  circumstance  prevented  his  sending  through  you  informing  me 
that  he  is  at  anchor  in  the  channel  abreast  of  Tybee  Island. 

Lientenant  Commanding  Ammen,  who  went  in  with  Commander 
Bodgers,  brought  this  note  and  gave  me  other  particulars  confirming 
the  report  of  our  possession  of  Tybee  Island,  and  acquainting  me  also 
with  the  fact  that  the  enemy  has  sunk  obstructions  in  the  river  at  Fort 
Pulaski. 

You  will  please,  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  communication  as 
possible,  take  the  Savannah  into  Tybee  entrance  and  anchor  off  the  light 
or  beacon,  hoist  the  flag  on  the  tower,  and  protect  it  from  the  ship  with¬ 
out  keeping  a  permanent  force  on  shore. 

I  give  these  orders  presuming  that  nothing  will  have  occurred  to  alter 
the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  time  of  Captain  Ammen’s  departure. 

But  I  leave  you  always  to  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  new  and 
unforeseen  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  etc. 

Commander  .T.  S.  Missroon, 

TJ.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  is  flying  over  the  territory  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

As  soon  as  the  serious  injury  to  the  boilers  of  the  Flag  had  been 
repaired  I  dispatched  Commander  John  Bodgers  to  Tybee  entrance,  the 
mouth  of  Savannah  Biver,  to  report  to  Commander  Missroon,  the  senior 
officer,  for  a  preliminary  examination  of  the  bars,  and  for  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  most  suitable  place  for  sinking  the  proposed  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
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Captain  Rodgers  was  instructed  to  push  Ins  recon noissance  so  tar  as 
to  “form  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  force  on  lybee  Island  and  of 
the  possibility  of  gaining  access  to  the  inner  bar,  and  further,  it  the 
information  acquired  by  this  reconnoissance  should  be  important,  to 
return  and  communicate  it  to  me  immediately. 

I  was  not  surprised  when  he  came  back  and  reported  that  the  uetenses 
on  Tybee  Island  had  probably  been  abandoned.  Deeming  it  proper, 
however,  to  add  the  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Aininen,  and  1  oca- 
hontas ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  to  his  force,  I  directed  nmi  to 
renew  his  approaches  with  caution,  and  if  no  opposition  was  met  with 

to  occupy  the  channel.  X1  „  ,  , 

I  am  happy  now  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  the  Department 
that  the  Flag,  the  Augusta ,  and  the  Pocahontas  are  at  anchor  m  the 
harbor  abreast  of  Tybee  beacon  and  light,  and  that  the  Savannah  has 
been  ordered  to  take  the  same  position. 

The  abandonment  of  Tybee  Island,  on  which  there  is  a  strong  mar- 
tello  tower,  with  a  battery  at  its  base,  is  due  to  the  terror  inspiied  by 
tlie  bombardment  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  and  is  a  direct 

fruit  of  the  victory  of  the  7th.  .  .  . 

By  the  fall  of  Tybee  Island,  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski,  which  is 
within  easy  mortar  distance,  becomes  only  a  question  ol  time. 

The  rebels  have  themselves  placed  sufficient  obstructions  in  the  river 
at  Fort  Pulaski,  and  thus,  by  the  cooperation  of  their  own  fears  with 
our  efforts,  the  harbor  of  Savannah  is  effectually  closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Hon.  CL  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. ] 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

At  anchor  on  Tybee  Bar ,  November  25,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  Rodgers  landed  on 
Tybee  Island  at  3  p.  m.  last  evening  and  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Union 
on  the  martello  tower  and  light-house,  which  were  held  last  night  by  a 
boat’s  crew,  by  whom  numerous  camp  fires  were  built  to  induce  a 
belief  that  it  was  held  in  force. 

I  am  now  about  going  up  in  the  Seneca  to  select  a  suitable  anchorage 
for  this  ship,  by  advice  of  Commander  Rodgers,  and  expect  to  reach  it 
to  morrow  at  9  a.  m. 

Your  communication  of  yesterday  was  received  this  morning  at  9 
o’clock. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Commander  John  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  24,  1861. — Off  Savannah.  At  9  anchored,  Tybee  light¬ 
house  W.  by  N.,  distant  4  miles.  At  10.40  the  Seneca  and  Pocahon¬ 
tas  got  underway  and  stood  in  over  the  bar.  At  11.15  commenced  fir- 
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ing  upon  the  martello  tower  on  Tybee  Island.  They  fired  10  guns.  At 
3,  beat  the  long  roll,  called  away  all  boats  armed,  sent'them  in  charge 
of  the  first  lieutenant  to  join  a  landing  party.  The  small-arms  men 
landed  at  4.03  from  the  boats  and  took  possession  of  Tybee  Island.  The 
United  States  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  martello  tower  and  light-house; 
boats  returned  and  reported  the  island  deserted  by  the  rebels.  A 
launch’s  crew  had  been  left  ashore  under  command  of  M  aster  Phoenix,  of 
the  Tocahontas ,  in  charge  of  public  property  and  to  light  false  camp¬ 
fires.  At  9,  two  very  large  fires  were  discovered  on  the  mainland. 
About  fifteen  minutes  later  another  large  fire  showed  itself,  supposed 
to  be  in  or  about  Port  Pulaski. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  14,  1861. — Lieutenant  G.  B.  Balch  placed  in  command. 

November  24. — At  10.30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  Tybee 
light,  firing  six  rounds  of  X-inch  shell  and  three  shell  from  32-pounder  at 
fort  near  Tybee  light  house,  Seneca  also  firing.  At  2.30  p.  m.,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  a  signal  from  the  Seneca,  lowered  and  manned  all  our  boats.  The 
boats  from  all  the  vessels  having  stopped  at  the  Flag,  they  pulled  ashore 
and  took  possession  of  Tybee  Island.  At  4.30  we  made  signal  that  a  Con¬ 
federate  steamer  was  coming  down  but  she  returned  to  Fort  Pulaski 
without  coming  in  range.  The  gig,  first  and  second  cutters  returned, 
leaving  Messrs.  Phoenix  and  Wiley  and  the  launch  and  launch’s  crew 
on  shore  to  man  the  battery.  From  8  to  midnight,  camp  fires  burning 
brightly  on  shore.  Master  Phoenix  in  charge  with  the  launch’s  crew 
and  a  few  marines  garrison  the  fort  with  howitzers  and  small  arms. 
The  retreating  rebels  are  apparently  burning  everything  in  their  track. 
Immense  fires  are  burning  in  different  places. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Ammen,  IT.  S.  Navy,  in  command. 

November  24,  1861—  At  10.30  a.  m.  Commander  Kodgers,  of  the  Flag, 
and  pilot  came  on  board  of  this  vessel.  Weighed  anchor  and  stood 
over  the  bar,  planting  channel  buoys,  followed  by  the  Tocahontas. 
When  within  long  range  fired  with  15-second  fuzes  on  the  martello 
tower  on  Tybee  Island,  firing  six  of  this  range,  then  one  10-second 
fuze,  theu  two  5-second  fuzes  from  XI  inch  pivot  guns.  We  also  fired 
six  Parrott  rifle  shell.  The  Tocahontas  opened  fire  at  the  same  time; 
receiving  no  reply,  anchored  in  Tybee  Loads. 


Report  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
Savannah,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  On  Sunday  last,  24th  instant,  the  enemy  crossed  Savannah 
Bar  with  five  of  his  vessels,  and  made  a  lodgment  on  Tybee  Island. 
Subsequently  three  other  vessels  joined  them,  and  the  force  on  lybee 
Island  was  reinforced.  Five  vessels,  one  of  them  a  frigate,  said  to  be 
the  Sabine,  now  lay  inside  of  the  bar  north  of  Tybee  Island.  They  are 
3  or  4  miles  from  Fort  Pulaski,  within  range  of  whose  guns  they  have 
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not  yet  approached.  The  force  on  Tybee  Island  is  reported  to  be  lai  ge, 
but  I  am  unable  to  state  it.  No  demonstration  ot  their  purpose  has 
yet  been  made  further  than  the  occupation  of  the  island. 

The  preparation  and  arrangement  of  Fort  Pulaski,  ordered  on  my 
first  arrival,  have  progressed  slowly,  but  I  do  not  think  the  passage  ot 
the  river  can  be  forced.  Fort  Jackson  is  now  armed,  and  its  defenses 
have  been  strengthened,  and  form  an  interior  barrier.  The  channel 
of  the  river  has  also  been  blocked  up. 

The  force  in  the  Savannah  Fiver  is  believed  to  be  part  of  that  from 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  E.  Lee, 

General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Haggerty ,  If.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship 
T and  alia ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  York. 

U.  S.  Ship  Yandalia, 

New  York ,  November  34,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  at  this 
station,  in  command  of  this  vessel,  from  Port  Royal,  which  place  I  left 
on  the  14th  instant,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  S.  F. 
Du  Pont. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,. very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Haggerty, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  I).  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  inform  the  Department  regarding  the  relative  merits  of  commanding 
officers. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  November  25, 1861. 

Sir  :  Since  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  depends  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  professional  skill  of  each  individual  commander,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  enjoins  upon  the  flag  officers  a  vigilant  supervision  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  each  vessel  under  their  command. 

A  large  number  of  most  efficient  steamers  are  being  pressed  to  com¬ 
pletion,  and  the  Department  desires  to  assign  these,  as  far  as  the  public 
service  will  admit,  to  those  officers  who  have  performed,  at  sea,  most 
faithfully,  the  duties  of  the  blockade.  You  will  therefore  keep  the 
Department  advised  of  the  relative  merit  of  each  and  every  commander 
attached  to  your  squadron,  and  take  care  that  no  case  of  individual 
merit,  or  the  reverse,  occurs  without  a  full  investigation  and  report  to 
the  Department.  The  Department  also  desires  a  particular  report 
relative  to  the  officers  formerly  in  the  Navy  and  now  serving  under 
acting  appointments,  and  those  now  attached  to  seagoing  vessels  who 
are  on  the  retired  list.  As  full  authority  is  given  to  the  flag-officers  to 
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send  lioine  tke  inefficient  and  apathetic,  and  make  any  changes  in  the 
commanding  officers  that  the  public  service  demands,  the  Government 
will  hold  them  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  each  single  ship.  Eank 
has  its  merits,  but  no  consideration  will  be  given  to  it  unless  accom¬ 
panied  with  enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion 
and  professional  fidelity  to  the  duties  imposed. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  U.  8.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  requesting  a  suitable  armament  for  the  steamer  Bibb. 


Coast  Survey  Office,  November  25, 1861. 

Sir:  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  returned  the 
steamer  Bibb  to  the  service  of  the  Coast  Survey,  that  vessel  has  been 
assigned  to  duty,  under  the  charge  of  Assistant  C.  O.  Boutelle,  in  Port 
Royal  Sound  and  at  such  other  ports  as  Commodore  Du  Pont  may  visit, 
and  at  which  the  services  of  the  party  will  be  required.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  such  direction  may  be  given  from  the  Navy 
Department  as  may  insure  the  supply  of  a  suitable  armament,  includ¬ 
ing  small  arms  for  the  steamer  Bibb,  so  as  to  admit  of  her  taking  her 
place  in  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Du  Pont  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 

Order  issued  26tli  November  by  Bureau  Ordnance  to  arm  the  Bibb 
in  the  best  manner  according  to  the  means  oi  the  New  \ork  yard. 

H.  A.  W. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  information  regarding  the  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  ot  a  communication  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  tbe  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  to  which  I  invite  your  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  duplicate  dispatch 
received  here  yesterday  from  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States 
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at  Havana,  in  which  ho  reports  the  arrival  at  Nnevitas  of  the  Evelyn, 
from  Charleston  ;  also  the  R.  Burrows  at  Havana,  from  Mobile,  and  the 
Theodora ,  from  Charleston,  at  Cardenas. 

The  Department  has  been  informed  that  the  practice  of  commanders 
of  ships  of  the  blockading  squadron  in  suspending  lanterns  from  the 
mastheads  of  their  respective  vessels  at  night  is  ot  great  service  to  the 
vessels  of  the  insurgents  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  giving  them 
exact  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  blockading  ships,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  light  houses  and  buoys,  furnishing  to  the  pilots  of  the 
escaping  vessels  valuable  aid  in  clearing  the  harbors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  November  7, 1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
No.  29,  of  the  consul  at  London,  and  the  invoice  which  accompanied  it, 
received  from  the  Department  of  State,  giving  further  information  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Fingal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Font, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosures.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  October  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  a  further  report  in  reference  to  the  screw 
steamer  Fingal,  which  recently  cleared  from  Greenock  with  a  full  cargo 
of  material  of  war  for  the  rebels. 

The  paper  is  a  true  copy  of  the  invoice  of  cargo  as  presented  for 
clearance  at  the  custom-house.  It  is  not  probable  it  gives  the  full 
amount  of  cargo.  The  invoice  of  ammunition  I  first  sent  was  correct, 
so  far  as  the  shipment  of  one  house  was  concerned. 

It  appears,  from  the  printed  slip  I  herewith  enclose,  that  my  suspi¬ 
cions  are  verified,  and  she  carries  a  large  number  of  rides. 

It  also  appears  from  the  same  authority  that  the  Fingal  has  been 
sold  to  a  Liverpool  house — Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  If  this  be  so,  she 
is  in  reality  a  Confederate  ship,  and  will  change  her  papers  on  arriving 
at  some  port  in  the  rebel  States  and  then  turn  pirate. 

The  last  mail  brings  us  the  unpleasant  intelligence  that  the  steamer 
Bermuda  has  got  into  Savannah  with  a  full  cargo  of  powder,  etc.,  for 
the  rebels.  Trusting  that  we  shall  not  have  to  bear  the  mortification 
of  hearing  that  a  similar  success  has  attended  the  Fingal  also, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Subenclosure.] 

Greenock,  October  12,  [1861] — 1  p.  m. 
In  re  Bulloch  &  Co. 


Sir:  I  have  succeeded  (with  considerable  maneuvering)  in  ascer¬ 
taining  particulars  of  the  Fingal’s  cargo  from  an  official  source  here. 
It  comprises,  viz,  410  boxes,  73  barrels,  230  casks,  1,091  cases,  1  trunk. 


11,340  rifles,  value . - .  £42,  000 

60  pistols .  210 

24,100  pounds  gunpowder .  805 

409,000  cartridges .  1, 195 

550,000  percussion  caps . 162 

Apparel _ *. . - . - .  600 

Apothecaries’  wares .  80 

500  sabers . 350 

Wrought  leather .  200 

4  pieces  of  ordnance,  12^  tons .  300 

14  tons  of  lead  shot .  35 

7  tons  of  shells .  927 

230  swords . 230 

9,982  yards  blanket .  1,  240 


Total  value  cargo .  48,  334 


I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 


J.  Pallaky,  Esq. 


Ed.  Brennan. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen  as  acting  masters. 

Navy  Department,  November  7, 1861. 

Sir  :  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  that  all  of  the  present  grad¬ 
uated  midshipmen,  nineteen  in  number,  should  receive  appointments 
as  acting  masters.  A  number  of  them  have  already  received  appoint 
ments  direct  from  the  Department. 

You  are  authorized  to  give  acting  appointments  to  such  of  these 
midshipmen  who  have  not  received  them  in  the  squadron  under  your 
command,  taking  care  to  distribute  them  so  that  there  will  not  be  more 
than  one  on  board  each  vessel. 

The  pay  of  these  officers,  under  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  will  be  the 
same  as  warranted  masters. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Purviance ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  TJ.  S.  frigate 
St.  Lawrence,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Fanny  Lee. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Off  St.  Simon’s  Island,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  yesterday  captured  the  English  schooner  Fanny  Lee,  com¬ 
manded  by  J.  G.  Fritzinger,  belonging  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
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Slie  was  a  few  hours  out  from  Darien,  Ga.,  with  a  cargo  of  rice  and 
tobacco,  bound  to  Nassau. 

I  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  W. 
Bogert. 

Agreeably  to  article  7  of  an  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  to  the  Department  a  complete  list  of  the 
officers  and  men  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  capture. 

The  officers  and  crew  are  all  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  Pur vi an ce, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Font ,  XT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Haggerty, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  regarding  that  vessel. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  November  7,  1861. 
§ir:  The  Isaac  Smith  will  go  alongside  of  you  in  the  morning. 
Please  deliver  to  her  your  six  VIII-inch  guns. 

You  will  then  get  ready  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  in  accordance  with 
the  promise  I  made  your  crew,  and  you  will  use  all  dispatch  in  refitting 
your  ship  and  returning  to  this  port. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia. 


The  above  order  is  so  far  revoked  that  you  will  go  to  New  York 
instead  of  Philadelphia. 

Respectfully, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Assistant  Boutelle,  XT.  S.  Coast  Survey,  regarding  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  in  the  Beaufort  River. 


Vixen, 

November  7,  1861 — 7 p.  m. 


Commodore:  We  have  returned  from  the  reconnoissance  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman.  Under  the  authority  you  gave  me  this  morning  I  desired 
Captain  Ammen  to  take  us  up  Beaufort  River  and  to  Skull  Creek  in 
the  Seneca.  We  went  about  2  miles  up  Beaufort  River,  and  returning 
went  over  to  Skull  Creek,  or  the  inland  passage  to  Savannah.  No  rebel 
batteries  or  vessels  were  Seen,  and  the  coast  seems  entirely  clear.  To¬ 
morrow  I  hope  to  get  down  a  few  buoys  on  the  shoals  in  the  harbor. 

Respectfully, 


Charles  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant,  Coast  Survey. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Wabash. 


P.  S. — 1  return  your  papers  which  General  Sherman  left  on  board 
here. 


C.  O.  B. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmit¬ 
ting  a  request  regarding  the  British  vessel  Palinurus,  chartered  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  declaration  of  blockade. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  November  7 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  yonr  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  note  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  Department  by  Lord  Lyons. 
It  has  reference  to  the  case  of  the  British  vessel  Palinurus ,  now  on  her 
passage  from  Calcutta  to  Charleston. 

1  have  to  request  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  the  officer  com¬ 
manding  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  not  to  capture  that 
vessel  unless  she  shall  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  after  having  been 
warned  of  its  existence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  IT.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Washington,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Mr.  James  P.  Allen,  of  Belfast,  in  Ireland,  has  represented  to 
her  Majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  that  a  ves¬ 
sel  of  his,  the  Palinurus ,  is  now  on  her  passage  from  Calcutta  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  having  been  chartered  previous  to  the  arrival  at  the  former  place 
of  intelligence  of  the  declaration  of  blockade.  Immediately  upon  the 
arrival  of  that  intelligence,  the  master  endeavored  to  be  released  from 
the  charter,  or  at  least  to  obtain  permission  to  go  to  another  port.  But 
this  the  charterers  refused,  being  apparently  under  the  conviction  that 
the  vessel  would  not  be  liable  to  seizure  until  after  she  had  been  indi¬ 
vidually  warned  off.  They  insisted  that  she  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
call  off  Charleston  for  orders,  and  then,  if  she  should  find  a  blockade 
in  force  there,  that  she  should  go  on  to  New  York.  It  would  seem  to 
be  hard  that  this  vessel  should  be  held  liable  to  capture  when  there  is 
no  desire  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  owners  or  master  to  attempt 
to  run  the  blockade,  or  to  evade  in  any  way  the  regulations  of  the 
United  States  Government.  I  am  accordingly  instructed  by  her  Maj¬ 
esty’s  secretary  of  state  to  communicate  these  circumstances  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  to  express  a  hope  that  such 
directions  may  be  given  as  will  prevent  any  risk  of  the  Palinurus  being 
captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi¬ 
ent,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  IT.  Seward. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  British  vessel  Palinurus. 

Navy  Department,*  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  on  application  of  the  British 
minister,  requests  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  officers  commanding 
the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  not  to  capture  the  British  ves 
sel  Palinurus  unless  she  shall  attempt  to  run  the  blockading  squadron 
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after  having  been  warned  of  its  existence,  said  vessel  having,  it  is 
alleged,  been  chartered  in  Calcutta  for  Charleston  prior  to  the  receipt 
of  intelligence  of  the  blockade. 

In  pursuance  of  this  request  from  the  State  Department,  the  Pahnurus 
will  not  be  captured  by  any  vessel  under  your  command  unless  she 
attempts  to  run  the  blockade  after  having  been  warned  of  its  existence. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  1  J  ’  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  Tr  ,  i 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir-  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  off  Savannah, 
Ga.,  to  assume  the  blockade  of  that  port,  and  you  will  report  yourselt 
to  the  senior  officer,  if  there. 

The  accompanying  documents  are  for  your  consideration. 

Bespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  1  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to 
Lieutenant  Wyman  and  Commander  Drayton,  Lf.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  R.  H.  Wyman,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  and  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Surgeon  Gunnell,  I  have  relieved  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Wyman  from  duty,  ordering  him  to  take  passage  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Bien¬ 
ville  for  Hampton  Roads,  and  to  report  himself  to  the  Department  by 
letter. 

I  beg  further  to  report  that  I  have  detached  Commander  Drayton 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas ,  and  ordered  him  to  assume  the  command 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  return  to  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  have  delivered  the  remainder  of  the  marines,  T 
will  thank  you  to  resume  with  the  least  delay  possible  the  blockade  of 
Georgetown,  S.  G. 

Your  first  lieutenant  states  that  you  will  want  water.  I  will  dispatch 
you  a  supply. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  Sabine,  off  Bar  of  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Light-House  Board,  regarding  aids  to  navigation  needed  in  Port  Royal 
Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Light-House  Board,  through 
you  of  the  entire  possession  of  roads  and  harbor  of  Port  Royal  and  the 
mouth  of  Port  Royal  River,  Broad  River,  and  Chechessee  by  the  forces 

of  the  squadron.  . 

This  sheet  of  water  is  beyond  description  grand  and  capacious,  out 
it  will  require  all  the  aids  to  navigation  which  the  intelligence  of  the 

board  may  deem  necessary.  • 

To  assist  the  board  in  its  investigations,  I  respectfully  submit  the 


following: 

1.  A  light-ship  for  Martin’s  Industry,  and  to  mark  the  entrance  to 

this  bay.  .  ,  ,  ... 

2.  Fifteen  first-class  buoys  to  mark  the  entering  channels,  which  are 


three  in  number.  . 

3.  Ten  second-class  buoys  to  mark  the  points  of  shoals  inside  this  bay. 

4.  Ten  spar  buoys  for  river  and  creek  marks. 

5.  A  buoy  tender. 

A  tug  to  be  used  by  a  chief  pilot,  with  four  pilots  attached  to  her, 
would  be  of  the  highest  service  also.  The  tug  should  have  steam  power 

enough  to  bring  large  vessels  in. 

I  am  dispatching  to-day  a  gunboat  expedition  up  to  Beaufort,  to 
recover  the  two  light  vessels  which  I  am  told  are  there.  As  the  dis¬ 
tance  is  only  about  14  miles,  I  think  the  expedition  will  be  back  before 
this  letter  leaves.  The  light  vessel  should  have  a  wire  boarding  net  as 
a  precaution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 


Commander  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Secretary  to  Light-House  Board,  Washington. 


p  g  _p.  ra.,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ainmen  has  returned  from 
Beaufort,  which  is  deserted ;  the  light  vessels  were  burned. 
Respectfully, 
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Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  G .,  by  Federal  naval  forces,  November  9, 1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  writing  iny  official  dispatch  I  have  sent  gunboats  to  take 
possession  of  Beaufort  to  protect  the  inhabitants,  but  1  regret  to  say 
they  have  tied  and  the  town  is  abandoned  to  the  negroes,  represented 
to  me  as  in  a  lawless  condition. 

The  light  vessels,  which  I  hoped  to  save,  were  destroyed  on  the  deser¬ 
tion  of  the  forts  by  the  rebels. 

The  post-office  was  visited  and  a  number  of  documents  and  letters 
obtained. 

I  have  covered  Skull  Creek,  mouth  of  Broad  River,  and  have  cut  oft 
this  communication  between  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  officers. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  reports  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Ammen  and  Lieutenant  Sproston,  which  I  trust 
will  be  found  interesting.  Also  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Collins,  and  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  him  in  relation  to  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  Beaufort. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Hilton  Head,  November  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
this  morning  1  left  Hilton  Head  at  noon,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bankhead  in  the  Pembina  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Watmough  in  the  Curlew. 

We  proceeded  up  Beaufort  River  prepared  for  action,  but  found  the 
banks  deserted  except  by  squads  of  negroes,  who  appeared  to  regard 
us  with  curiosity  and  fear. 

On  reaching  the  upper  end  of  a  small  marsh  island  within  half  a  mile 
of  Beaufort  we  observed  the  hasty  departure  of  many  persons,  and  not 
seeing  the  light  boats,  which  was  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition, 
1  sent  Lieutenant  Sproston  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  authorities,  if  any  could  be  found,  and  to  assure  the 
inhabitants  that  all  persons  who  were  not  in  arms  would  be  respected. 
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Lieutenant  Sproston,  whose  report  is  appended,  returned  with  a  Mr. 
Allen,  who  appeared  overcome  with  fear  or  drink.  After  stating  to 
him  the  assurances  which  you  directed  me  to  give  peaceable  inhab¬ 
itants,  I  sent  him  on  shore  and  directed  the  return  of  this  ship  to  your 
anchorage. 

Coming  down,  we  were  boarded  by  a  boat’s  crew  of  negroes,  who 
stated  that  many  of  them  had  been  shot  by  their  masters.  I  informed 
them  that  we  had  not  come  for  the  purpose  of  taking  them  from  their 
masters,  nor  of  making  them  continue  in  a  state  of  slavery;  that  they 
were  free  to  go  to  Beaufort  or  to  Hilton  Head. 

They  said  they  would  go  to  Beaufort  to  make  some  arrangements, 
and  thought  that  all  of  the  blacks  would  come  in  to  avoid  being 
murdered. 

Not  knowing  the  channel  way,  we  grounded  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
marsh  island  within  half  a  mile  of  Beaufort,  and  got  oft' after  an  hour’s 
delay  and  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 
of  the  Curlew. 

In  the  meantime  the  Pembina ,  in  endeavoring  to  turn  the  lower  end 
of  the  same  island,  in  order  to  come  around  the  main  channel  way, 
grounded  also,  and  the  tide  falling,  she  could  not  be  got  off  during  this 
tide.  I  therefore  directed  the  Curlew,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Watmough,  to  remain  by  her  and  aid  in  getting  her  oft'  at  next  high 
tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  Beaufort ,  S.  C., - . 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  landed  in  the  town  of  Beaufort 
and  found  the  place  deserted  by  every  inhabitant  with  the  exception 
of  two,  one  of  whom  I  was  conducted  to  by  the  negroes,  who  were 
rejoiced  to  see  me,  crowding  around  in  large  numbers  and  cheering 
the  flag.  They  told  me  that  their  masters  had  been  tiring  at  them 
and  driving  them  back  in  the  woods  to  pi’event  their  communicating 
with  the  United  States  forces,  and  I  judged  from  their  manner  that 
they  would  commit  any  act  of  retaliation  that  opportunity  offered. 
They  also  stated  that  the  forces  formerly  occupying  Phillips  [Tsland| 
fortifications,  with  the  Beaufort  Artillery,  had  retired  to  Port  Royal 
Ferry,  10  miles  distant  from  the  town. 

Mr.  Allen,  an  old  inhabitant  of  the  place,  but  Northern  by  birth, 
met  me  at  the  entrance  of  his  store,  much  agitated  and  holding  a  flag 
of  truce  in  his  hand.  He  said,  and  I  witnessed  its  corroboration,  that 
the  negroes  were  perfectly  wild,  breaking  into  every  building  and 
destroying  or  carrying  off  all  portable  property,  and  that  the  light- 
boats  iiad  been  burned  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  batteries. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  another  resident  of  the  place,  was  said  to  be  in  the  town, 
but  I  did  not  find  him,  so  brought  Mr.  Allen  on  bo^rd. 

An  intelligent  mulatto  boy  dismounted  from  a  horse  he  was  riding 
and  coming  toward  me  said,  “  The  whole  county  have  left,  sir,  and  all 
the  soldiers  gone  to  Port  Royal  Ferry;  they  did  not  think  that  you 
could  do  it,  sir.” 
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On  close  eunnirv  I  judged  that  there  must  be  at  Port  Royal  Ferry 
nt*  this  time  or  the  time  of  the  negro’s  departure  from  there  this 
morning,  about  a  thousand  troops  and  the  Beaufort  Artillery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8peostos, 

Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant  D.  Ammen/U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Gunooat  Seneca. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  com- 

mand  of  the  station. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen 
that  on  taking  possession  of  the  town  of  Beaufort  under  my  oulei  of 
the  8th  instant,  he  found  that  most  of  the  white  inhabitants  had  aban¬ 
doned  the  town  and  that  the  negroes  were  committing  excesses  and 

deYmiywifl  proved1* with  the  most  convenient  dispatch  in  the  gunboat 
UnadiUa ,  under  your  command,  to  Beaufort,  where  you  will  W  t 
gunboat  Pembina  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead)  and  the  ga 
boat  Curlew  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough),  and  assume  the 

command  of  the  station.  . 

You  will  employ  your  force  in  suppressing  any  excesses  on  the  part 
of  the  negroes,  and  you  will  take  pains  to  assure  the  white  inhabitants 
that  there  is  no  intention  to  disturb  them  in  the  exercise  of  then 
private  rights  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  private  property. 

Acting  on  this  principle  of  conduct,  you  will  pursue  any  other  meas¬ 
ures  that  tend  to  create  confidence,  to  bring  back  the  people  to  their 
houses,  and  to  reestablish  order. 

You  will  please  send  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  to  report  to 
me  to-morrow  morning,  in  person,  upon  the  actual  state  of  things  and 
upon  the  steps  you  may  have  found  it  expedient  to  take. 

Any  information  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  collect  concerning 
the  state  of  the  surrounding  country  will  be  valuable. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Napoleon  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  UnadiUa,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  general  at  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort,  S.  C.,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  from  this  place  the  pillage 
has  nearly  ceased,  owing  to  the  judicious  measures  instituted  by  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Commanding  Bankhead  and  Watmough. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  visited  the  arsenal  and  found  therein  appa¬ 
ratus  belonging  to  one  of  the  United  States  light  houses;  also  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  powder,  which  I  send  by  the  Curlew.  • 

I  have  heard  of  some  Government  channel  buoys  not  far  from  here, 
which  I  expect  to  secure  to  day. 
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I  do  not  consider  the  information  derived  from  tbe  negroes  at  all 
reliable,  and,  notwithstanding  their  subserviency,  I  think  they  are 
quite  as  likely  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  rebels  as  the  United  States. 

The  force  at  Port  lioyal  Ferry  is  variously  represented  to  be  from 
3,000  to  10,000.  All  accounts  agree  in  stating  that  a  large  force  is  col¬ 
lecting  there. 

Yesterday  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  saw  at  a  distance  two 
white  men  on  horseback,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  scouts.  They  were 
riding  very  fast. 

At  2:30  o’clock  this  morning,  during  a  dense  fog,  from  six  to  eight 
musket  shots  were  tired  from  the  shore  immediately  below  the  town. 
The  balls  were  heard  passing  over  the  two  other  gunboats. 

Captain  Bankhead  supposes  they  were  fired  by  rebel  scouts. 

He  was  informed  yesterday  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  owners 
of  houses  here  to  send  persons  in  to  burn  them. 

As  Mr.  Luce  returns  to  day,  leaviug  us  without  anyone  having 
knowledge  of  the  river,  I  respectfully  request  that  a  pilot  may  be 
ordered  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Notice  put  up  by  Captain  Bankhead  on  the  principal  house  in  Beaufort. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  us  to  prevent  the  negroes  from  plun¬ 
dering  their  masters’  houses.  Had  the  owners  remained  and  taken 
care  of  their  property  and  negroes,  it  would  not  have  occurred.  I  only 
trust  that  we  will  not  be  accused  of  the  vandalism. 

An  American  Navy  Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Sartori ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag , 
regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  the  boiler  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston  Bar ,  November  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  to  you  of  the  8th  instant  the  boiler  of  this 
vessel  has  rapidly  approached  a  point  wherein  it  is  deemed  almost  use¬ 
less.  The  report  of  the  engineers  of  the  vessel  and  those  of  the 
Alabama ,  whom  I  have  ordered  upon  a  survey,  I  herewith  enclose,  and 
I  trust  will  fully  show  the  necessity  for  prompt  action  in  the  matter. 
As  I  am  situated  I  can  do  next  to  nothing  in  case  of  being  attacked 
by  an  enemy  under  steam,  and  still  worse  if  caught  at  my  anchorage 
by  a  southeast  gale,  which  at  this  season  may  occur  at  any  moment. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  claw  off,  and  no  ground  tackling  would 
hold  me  in  safety  through  the  heavy  sea  such  a  gale  brings  with  it. 
Under  all  these  circumstances  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  send  the  Alabama 
to  you  with  this  information  and  for  your  orders  upon  the  subject,  being 
impressed  with  the  serious  responsibility  now  devolving  upon  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  O.  Sartori, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  pressing  ; 
for  a  new  boiler  in  the  (I .  S.  S.  Flag. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  10,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  joined  the  Flag.  I  found  that  the 
bottom  of  her  boiler  had  dropped  out  to  day  and  that  it  is  now  sup¬ 
ported  by  slips  of  wood.  She  is,  I  hear,  one  of  the  most  eflmient  ves¬ 
sels  as  a  blockader  of  any  of  those  which  have  been  purchased. 

I  can  not  now  afford  even  to  wish  to  go  North,  but  may  I  sugge.s 
that  a  boiler  be  immediately  made  for  her?  Raney  &  Neafy,  I  huade  - 
pliia,  made  her  present  ones. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  John  Rodgers, 

Commander. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  11.  v. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S ,  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 

Navy,  for  the 'temporary  assignment  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  to  duty 

at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this,  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  to  the 
blockade  of  Georgetown  until  the  Sabine  arrives,  the  Sabine  having  been 
detained  here  for  the  want  of  a  supply  of  water. 

As  soon  as  the  Sabine  arrives  off  Georgetown,  the  Alabama  will 
return  to  your  command  for  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer ,  etc. 

Captain  J.  L.  Gardner,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Alabama,  regarding  the  need  of  coal  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to 
this  place,  where  I  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  have 
since  that  time  been  employed  on  the  blockade. 

In  consequence  of  the  crippled  state  of  the  Flag,  l  have  necessarily 
had  to  be  underway  more  or  less  every  day,  and  will  be  still  more  so 
now,  as  I  am  the  only  vessel  left  here.  I  have  on  hand  now  coal  for  six 
full  days’  steaming  (say  140  tons),  which  I  will  economize  as  much  as 
possible. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  from  you  an  order  that  will 
enable  me  to  proceed  to  some  place  for  coal,  when  I  shall  be  reduced  to 
but  two  days’  supply,  as  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  coal  from  a 
vessel  alongside  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  swells  and  from  having 
no  barge  adequate  to  the  purpose. 
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I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  Commander 
Sartori  on  the  5th  instant,  which  will  explain  itself.  He  directed  me 
to  put  on  board  the  bark*  an  officer  and  a  prize  crew  of  7  men.  Com¬ 
mander  Sartori  then  ordered  her  to  Hampton  lioads.  The  Spanish  crew 
of  14  men  was  divided  between  the  Flag  and  Alabama ;  the  captain 
remained  on  board. 

I  am  happy  to  congratulate  you  ou  the  glorious  event  of  having  car¬ 
ried  the  war  into  Africa. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  loading  of  railroad  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  Confederates. 

Nayy  Department,  November  ll,  1861. 
Sir:  1  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Mr.  George  D.  Morgan,  by  which  you  will  see  that  the 
bark  J.  A.  Hazard  is  loading  with  a  large  quantity  of  locomotive  tires, 
the  ultimate  destination  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  States  in 
insurrection. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 

New  York,  November  9,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  bark  J.  A.  Hazard  is  now  loading  at  this  port  for 
Matanzas  with  a  large  amount  of  locomotive  tires,  twice  as  much  as 
they  can  use  in  Cuba  for  a  year.  The  railroads  at  the  South  can  not 
run  long  without  this  article  and  this  is  the  way  they  get  it. 

Y ery  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  regarding  floating  machine  shops. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal ,  November  12,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  just  remembered  that  during  the  Crimean  and 
China  wars  by  England  and  France  vessels  fitted  up  as  machine  shops 
were  used  with  remarkable  advantage,  and  gunboats  and  large  steamers 
were  always  undergoing  repairs. 

*  See  Series  I,  vol.  6,  pp.  384-389,  441,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  hark 
Providencia. 
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The  French  floating  machine  shop  I  was  on  board  ot  in  Hongkong, 
and  she  was  fitted  precisely  as  a  shop  on  shore  would  have  been,  with 

shafting  and  gearing,  etc.  ,  „ 

I  have  addressed  this  to  you  instead  of  Mr.  Welles  as  being  more  m 

your  line. 

In  haste  and  with  great  respect,  yours,  faithfully, 

S.  F.  Uu  Pont, 

Flay -Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox; 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Baltimore,  November  12 , 1861. 


The  Belvidere  is  still  here;  the  tugs  Commodore  Perry  and  Ethan 
Allen ,  which  returned  from  the  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  are  both  here. 
Are  these  the  tugs  you  wish  the  Belvidere  to  take  in  tow  ?  She  will 


wait  your  order. 


John  A.  Dix. 


G.  Y.  Fox. 


Report  of  Commander  Ooldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Florida,  explaining  the  cause  of  delay  in  reaching  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Port  Royal,  November  13,  1861. 

Flag-Officer:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  my  arrival  at  this 
place,  and  enclosed  correspondence  relative  to  the  unfortunate  accident 
sustained  by  our  machinery  in  the  gale  on  the  night  of  Friday,  the  1st 
instant,  which  compelled  me  to  separate  from  the  fleet  and  resort  to 
the  painful  necessity  of  returning  into  port. 

The  following  morning,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  the  southward  and 
westward  and  continuing  to  blow  from  that  quarter  for  several  days,  I 
was  enabled,  with  the  aid  of  my  sails  and  steam  (after  adopting  the 
only  available  means  on  board  to  secure  my  pipe),  to  reach  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  where,  owing  to  the 
promptness,  activity,  and  energy  of  Commander  Thomas  Turner,  Chief 
Engineer  Danby,  and  Naval  Constructor  Hoover,  a  new  pipe  was  put 
in,  damage  repaired,  and  ready  to  sail  on  Saturday,  the  9th  instant, 
which  I  did. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent,  IT.  S.  Coast  Survey,  to  the  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  the  fitting  of  the  schooner  Caswell  for 
service  in  Southern  icaters. 

Philadelphia,  November  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  Captain  Du  Pont,  of  the  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  having- 
called  for  the  services  of  another  Coast-Survey  vessel,  I  have  ordered 
the  schooner  Caswell  to  be  got  ready  immediately.  She  is  now  lying 
at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  Will  you  please  send  telegraphic  order  to  the  com- 
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mandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  to  suitably  arm  and  supply  her 
with  ammunition  when  she  shall  report  at  said  yard? 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa , 
regarding  affairs  in  and  about  Shull  Creek. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Shull  Creek ,  November  14,  1861. 

Sir:  From  observations  and  diligent  enquiry,  I  have  satisfied  myself 
that,  should  a  move  in  that  direction  be  desirable,  the  way  to  Bluttton 
is  unobstructed,  both  in  reg'ard  to  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  who 
have  fallen  back  to  Hardeeville,  a  distance  of  15  or  20  miles,  and  water, 
of  which  there  is  sufficient  for  vessels  drawing  9  or  10  feet.  On  Tues¬ 
day  evening  I  signaled  to  the  flagship  for  another  vessel,  naming  the 
Curlew  as  one  suitable  for  the  purpose,  with  the  intention  of  making  an 
extended  reconnoissance  in  that  direction,  but,  as  no  vessel  was  sent,  1 
presume  my  signals  were  not  intelligible,  owing  to  the  distance,  and  1 
have  therefore  confined  my  operations  to  sounding  in  the  boats,  the 
Ottawa  is  at  present  anchored  about  3  miles  from  the  outlet  ot  Skull 
Creek;  my  reconn oissances  have  extended  in  boats  about  1  miles 
further 

I  have  taken  possession  of  a  sloop  of  about  60  tons,  which  is  nearly 
high  and  dry  upou  the  land,  but  can  easily  be  hauled  off.  Preparatory 
to  this  she  will  require  calking;  before  doing  anything  further,  1  snail 

await  in  this  respect  your  instructions. 

Believing  that  the  enemy,  after  recovering  from  this  panic,  will  take 
the  aggressive,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  another  vessel  be  sent 
to  cruise  in  company  with  this  vessel  to  render  assistance  in  the  event 
of  grounding  in  an  unknown  channel  and  to  give  such  other  support 
as  may  be  needed. 

As  the  Ottawa  requires  extensive  repairs,  1  have  to  request,  when 
her  services  can  be  spared  from  active  duties’,  the  assistance  of  the 
carpenters  of  the  squadron  to  put  her  in  efficient  condition  for  any 
service.  Enclosed  please  receive  the  communication  ot  Mr.  [William 
W.]  Dungan,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel,  in  regard  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  her  port  boiler. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 

blockade  of  Georgetoum,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (7.,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Penguin  under  your  command  and 
blockade  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  S.  G. 
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Captain  Ringgold,  of  the  Sabine,  is  senior  officer,  and  you  will  report 
accordingly  on  his  arrival  there;  for  1  presume  you  will  be  in  advance 
of  him. 

Enclosed  is  a  memorandum  of  vessels  suspected  of  intending  to  run 
the  blockade,  which  you  will  deliver  to  Captain  Ringgold,  previously 
taking  a  copy  of  the  same  for  your  own  use.  Also,  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  F.  W.  Seward,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

You  will  stop  off  Charleston  and  communicate  with  Captain  Lardner, 
of  the  Susquehanna ,  delivering  the  papers  addressed  to  him  and  inform 
ing  him  of  your  destination. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd, 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 

P.  S. — Letter  just  received  from  Captain  Lardner;  report  to  him  to 
[Remainder  of  this  letter  missing,  but  see  letter  from  Du  Pont  to 
Ringgold,  November  24. J 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah,  regarding  measures  for 
insuring  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Savannah ,  Oa. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  detailed  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Commander  J.  R.  Golds- 
borough,  for  blockading  service  off  the  port  of  Savannah. 

He  will  deliver  to  you  the  memorandum  of  all  the  vessels  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  and  also  a  cojiy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  State,  F.  W.  Seward,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  the  commanders  of  vessels 
under  your  charge  with  copies  of  the  same,  and  dispose  of  these  vessels 
in  the  manner  you  deem  best  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ooldsborough, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  the  Savannah 
blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  off  Savannah 
and  report  yourself  to  Commander  Missroon,  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Savannah, 
for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 
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Letter  f  rom  C.  H.  Welles,  jr.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recommending 
the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  Ga .,  as  a  desirable  point  for  landing  a  naval 
expedition. 


Athens,  Pa.,  November  15,  1861. 

My  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  in  Georgia, 
induces  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  point  as  the  best  for  the  land¬ 
ing  of  a  naval  expedition  and  army  troops  on  the  Southern  coast.  The 
harbor  is  perfectly  landlocked,  large  enough  to  floatthe  navies  of  Europe ; 
water  on  bar,  as  shown  by  Coast  Survey,  sufficient  to  float  any  naval 
frigate;  water  in  harbor  ample  depth,  harbor  perfectly  protected;  loca¬ 
tion  as  healthy  as  any  on  the  coast,  or  more  so.  Railroad  fully  completed 
and  in  running  order,  connecting  it  with  Savannah  and  Thomasville, 
Ga.,  by  its  connection  with  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Road,  leading  from 
Savannah  southwest  to  Thomasville,  which  is  only  about  20  miles  from 
Tallahassee,  from  which  there  is  a  railroad  to  the  Gulf.  These  connec¬ 
tions  make  it  really  one  of  the  very  best  points  for  a  large  military  camp 


on  the  Southern  coast. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbor  is  between  St.  Simon’s  and  Jekyl  Island. 
From  Savannah  and  Charleston  there  is  an  inside  navigable  route  of  6 


feet  water  to  and  past  this  place,  St.  Mary’s,  and  Fernandina,  Fla. 
Thomasville  is  a  very  large  cotton  exporting  town. 

I  would  urge  upon  your  favorable  notice  this  most  important  and  most 
desirable  point  for  landing  a  large  force.  St.  Simon’s  Island,  residence 
of  T.  Butler  King,  produces  the  finest  long  staple  cotton  in  the  world, 
and  vast  rice  fields  abound  on  the  Altamaha  and  Saltillo  fSatilla]  rivers, 
on  the  north  and  south  of  the  harbor.  Congress  established  a  naval 
station  here  and  purchased  site  for  it;  hence  the  records  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Coast  Survey  will  explain  all. 

My  partner,  Mr.  H.  S.  Welles,  or  myself  will  cheerfully  volunteer  our 
services  under  your  orders  at  any  moment  with  the  expedition,  or  to 
visit  Washington  to  give  such  information  as  we  possess. 

Yours,  truly, 

C.  H.  Welles,  Jr. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale  of  the  British  schooner  Mabel ,  November 

15,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  18, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  E.  M.  Yard,  of  the 
II  S  Sfhipl  Dale ,  captured  the  British  schooner  Mabel  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  latitude  31°  10'  N.  and  longitude  80°  52'  30"  W., 
and  brought  her  into  this  harbor. 

She  purported  to  be  from  Havana  and  bound  for  New  York,  but  at 
the  time  of  her  capture  was  heading  tor  St.  Catherine’s  Sound. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  7  bales  blankets,  4  cases  cloth,  3  cases  saddles 
and  bridles,  3  boxes  starch,  25  boxes  tin,  120  bags  coffee,  20  barrels 
potatoes,  350  pigs  lead,  30  bags  shot,  1  box  shoes,  0  bags  arrowroot,  1 
case  pistols  (revolvers),  and  2  cases  cavalry  swords. 

The  Mabel  was  formerly  named  the  John  W.  Anderson,  ot  Baltimore, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  registry  given  at  Nassau,  New  1'rovi- 
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deuce,  found  among  lier  papers.  She  had  no  clearance  from  the  port 

of  Havana.  .  J  .  .  ,  ,  . 

The  character  of  her  cargo,  part  of  it  being  contraband,  and  her  posi¬ 
tion  as  above  given  seem  to  be  strong  presumptive  evidence  ot  hei 

intention  to  run  the  blockade.  .  ,r  , 

I  liave  therefore  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  ot  Master  s  Ma 
Levi  Lane,  of  the  U.  S.  S[hip]  Dale ,  and  seven  men  of  that  ship  lor 

adjudication.  ,  ,.  .  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G-ideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Yard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Dale. 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Dale, 

Off  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  November  15, 1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  at  4  p.  m.  I  discovered  a  schooner 
bearing  to  the  eastward  and  standing  N.  1ST.  W.  I  made  sail  in  chase,  and 
at  6 : 30  brought  to  and  boarded  the  British  schooner  Mabel  from  Havana 
and  bound  for  New  York.  She  is  now  of  Nassan,  New  Providence,  and 
was  formerly  the  schooner  John  W.  Anderson,  ot  Baltimore. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  coffee,  tin,  saddles  and  bridles,  blankets,  shoes, 

etc.,  and  20  barrels  potatoes.  ' 

The  second  mate,  Mr.  F.  P.  Eagle,  informs  me  that  the  vessel  had 
sailed  from  Savannah  in  October  last  (he  believed  the  2d),  and  has  since 
been  sold  in  Nassau. 

The  character  of  the  cargo,  part  of  which  being  contraband,  her  posi¬ 
tion,  namely,  latitude  31°  10'  N.,  longitude  80°  52'  30"  W.,  and  heading 
for  St.  Catherine’s  Sound,  induces  me  to  believe  that  instead  ot  being 
bound  for  New  York  she  was  destined  for  some  port  in  the  Southern 

States.  .  . 

I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  send  her  to  you  for  your  decision  in 

the  case. 

She  has  a  crew  of  10  men,  and  not  having  myself  a  crew  to  spare  suffi¬ 
cient  to  guard  against  her  recapture,  1  have  thought  proper  to  avail 
myself  of  a  fair  wind  to  see  her  safely  off  Port  Royal. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  was  in  sight  at  sunset,  and  her  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  ports  of  Fernandina  and  St.  Simon’s  well  enables  her  to 
blockade  both  until  another  vessel  may  be  sent. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  our  water  is  nearly  out,  and  the  ship  could 
not  remain  out  more  than  eight  or  ten  days  longer,  and  for  other  cogent 
reasons  I  have  to  request  that  I  may  come  into  port. 

If  1  am  to  return  to  my  station  I  have  to  request  that  the  prize  officers 
and  crew  may  be  returned  to  me,  as  the  prize  master,  Mr.  William  Otti- 
well,  is  my  senior  watch  officer,  leaving  now  on  board  only  two. 

I  will  await  your  further  orders  outside  the  bar.  I  enclose  herewith 
also  the  papers  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bdwd,  M.  Yard, 

Commander. 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  Blockading  Squadron  Southern  Coast,  Port  ’Royal,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  II.  S.  Nary , 
forwarding  information  obtained  from  intercepted  letters. 

Navy  Department,  November  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  been  placed  in  possession  of  letters  inter¬ 
cepted  from  the  mail  bag  of  the  Theodora  (carrying  Mason  and  Slidell), 
from  which  the  following  information  is  gathered: 

1st.  That  correspondence  from  Liverpool  for  parties  in  Charleston  can 
be  sent  ‘‘under  cover  to  F.  A.  Sauvalle,  Havana,  as  there  is  plenty  of 
communication  between  that  port  and  the  coast  of  Florida.” 

2d.  That  a  Mr.  Wagner,  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  now  in  Charleston  (October  3),  reported  that  “a  steamer 
would  leave  Liverpool  for  some  port  in  the  Confederate  States  shortly ;  ” 
and 

3d.  “Vessels  drawing  7  to  8  feet  of  water  can  go  inland  to  North 
Edisto,  Port  Royal,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  and  go  to  sea  from  them. 
In  fact,  they  can  go  inland  all  the  way  to  Feruandina,  Fla.,  and  select 
which  harbor  is  best  to  go  out  of.” 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Curlew,  advising  that  she  be  returned  to  her  owners. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  damaged 
condition  of  the  Curlew’s  engine,  the  impossibility  of  making  repairs 
here,  and  the  unsuitableness  of  the  vessel  for  the  public  service  on 
account  of  her  liability  to  derangement  in  her  machinery,  have  decided 
me  to  send  her  to  New  York,  and  to  recommend  that  she  be  returned 
to  the  owners  according  to  the  term  of  the  contract. 

I  should  esteem  it  a  favor  if  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  of 
the  Curlew,  is  assigned  to  some  other  vessel  and  ordered  to  join  my 
command.  I  should  be  most  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  such  a 
valuable  officer. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  New  York  in  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  16,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Curlew  to  New  York  and 
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forward  the  enclosed  dispatches  to  the  Department,  reporting  youi 
arrival  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  letter  or  in  person. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

F  lag  -Officer,  etc. 

Actg.  Lieut.  Comdg.  P.  G.  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  Curlew. 

N.  B. — The  above  dispatches  put  in  the  mail  bag  of  the  Baltic. 


Better  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  IT.  8.  Wavy , 
regarding  steps  taken  hy  the  Department  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  16, 1861. 


Sir:  The  buoys  for  Port  Royal  will  be  sent  down  by  the  Bienville. 
The  Minot’s  Ledge  light-boat  is  preparing  at  Boston  and  will  be  towed 
down  at  the  earliest  moment.  Two  pilot  boats  have  been  ordered  to 
be  purchased  and  dispatched  to  you.  Two  houses,  similar  to  the.  shops 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  are  building,  and  when  ready  will  go  with  the 
machinist  for  the  purpose  of  affording  minor  repairs  to  the  engines  at 
two  points  on  the  coast  under  your  command. 

Several  of  the  tugs  are  at  Baltimore  undergoing  repairs.  Attempts 
were  made  to  tow  them  from  Hampton  Roads,  but  they  were  driven 
back  by  the  gale.  The  Department  feels  confident  of  getting  them  to 
Port  Royal  by  towing  them  empty. 

Twenty-five  old  whaling  vessels  will  leave  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island  about  the  20th  instant  loaded  with  stone;  they  are  to  be 
delivered  off  Savannah  under  contract,  a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Morgan 
has  been  requested  to  send  you.  Twenty  more  similar  vessels  are 
being  bought  for  Charleston,  but  will  not  sail  until  the  Department 
hears  from  you. 

Arrangements  will  soon  be  made  to  run  a  steamer  up  and  down  the 
Atlantic  coast  in  addition  to  the  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 


The  propeller  Flambeau,  Lieutenant  Commanding  William  G.  Temple, 
has  been  sent  to  the  Bahamas  and  Nassau  to  endeavor  to  interdict  the 
rebel  vessels  which  start  from  those  points  for  the  United  States  coasts. 

The  propeller  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  and  the 
bark  Roebuck ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Trundy,  are  under 
orders  to  join  your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dit  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Blockading  instructions  from  Commander  Missroon ,  77.  S.  Wavy,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Coldsborough,  77.  S.  Navy,  commanding  77.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Tybee  Light ,  Wovember  16, 1861. 
Sir:  Tybee  liglit-house  bears  W.  by  N.,  distance  10£  miles  from  this 
ship. 

The  Floridais  position  will  be  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Tybee, 
extending  to  the  southern  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Sound. 
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The  Augusta's  position  will  be  to  the  southward  and  westward  of 
Tybee,  and  will  extend  to  W assaw  Sound,  both  vessels  having  in 
view  the  port  of  Savannah  especially,  which  they  are  ordered  here  to 
blockade. 

They  will  keep  as  close  in  shore  as  may  be  with  satety  to  themselves, 
and  each  will  regulate  her  movements  by  the  other,  in  some  degree,  so 
as  to  always  have  one  approaching  this  ship,  while  the  other  may  be 
departing  from  her.  By  this  arrangement  there  will  be  one  ot  the 
steamers  at  the  command  of  the  Savannah ,  from  whose  mastheads  a 
longer  range  of  vision  is  obtainable. 

At  night  both  vessels  will  keep  inshore  of  this  ship,  and  within  signal 
distance,  with  a  sharp  lookout,  under  easy  steam,  or  ready  to  move  at 

the  instant.  .  . 

When  approaching  this  ship  at  night  they  will  show  a  light,  which 
when  answered  by  this  ship  from  her  deck,  the  Florida  will  Hash  a 
light  (by  covering  and  uncovering  it)  tive  times,  and  the  Augusta  six 
times,  to  avoid  unnecessary  preparation  at  quarters  in  this  ship. 

When  this  ship  wishes  to  communicate  with  either  vessel  by  day  she 
will  hoist  the  distinguishing  pennant  of  the  particular  vessel,  and  then 
signalize.  At  night  she  will  show  a  red  light  at  the  masthead  and 
dash  live  times  for  the  Florida  to  come  within  hail  and  six  times  for 


the  Augusta.  . 

Should  she  desire  to  communicate  intelligence  to  either  vessel  without 
bringing  her  within  hail  the  Coston  signals  will  be  used,  applied  to  the 
day  signal  numbers  of  our  signal  book,  followed  by  live  flashes  for  the 
Florida  and  six  for  the  Augusta.  Should  the  signals  be  made  to  both 
vessels,  no  flashes  will  follow  the  Coston  lights. 

As  a  guide  to  steamers  moving  about  at  night,  the  Savannah  will 
wear  a  white  light  at  her  peak.  If  signals  are  not  noticed  a  gun  will 
be  fired. 

Respectfully, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Savannah. 


Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Flor  ida ,  off  Savannah ,  Ga. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer 


Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  affairs 
in  Beaufort,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  17, 1861. 

Sir-  In  a  previous  communication  I  informed  the  Department  that 
on  the  day  following  the  capture  of  the  forts,  I  dispatched  three  gun¬ 
boats  up  Beaufort  River  to  reconnoiter  and  recover,  ll  possible,  the 
light-boats,  lenses,  buoys,  moorings,  and  other  public  property  which 
the  rebels  had  conveyed  there. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  my  instructions  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  this  officer’s  report  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Department. 

On  Tuesday,  the  12th  instant,  I  went  to  Beaufort  myself,  inviting 
General  Sherman  to  accompany  me,  and  taking  up  the  Seneca with  the 
armed  launches  of  this  ship.  The  Unadilla  and  Pembina  held  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  river  and  town. 

The  latter  was  deserted.  A  few  blacks  were  standing  at  the  corners 
of  the  streets;  their  plunder  and  destruction  had  been  arrested,  the 
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impression  produced  by  tlie  sight  of  a  city  in  perfect  preservation  and 
bearing  all  the  signs  of  the  most  recent  inhabitation,  yet  wanting  the 
animation  of  ordinary  life,  was  very  striking. 

The  people  left  their  property  in  such  a  state  as  to  show  that  their 
precipitate  flight  was  either  the  result  of  real  terror  or  of  a  design  to 
make  it  appear  such. 

They  have  so  long  asserted  that  we  carry  on  the  war  without  regard 
to  the  common  humanities  and  courtesies  of  modern  hostilities  that 
some  persons  have  probably  become  the  dupes  ot  their  own  misrepre¬ 
sentations,  some  are  actually  deceived,  while  those  who  take  the  lead 
in  promoting  these  opinions  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  acting  as  it 
they  were  true. 

A  fear  of  the  slaves  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  chief  troubles,  and  lies 
much  deeper  than  even  any  apprehension  of  ourselves. 

The  deserted  city  and  neighboring  plantations  exhibit  a  most  melan¬ 
choly  example  of  weakness  and  dereliction  from  duty,  the  only  excuse 
for  which  must  be  the  well-founded  dread  of  a  servile  insurrection. 

I  have  held  Beaufort  long  enough  to  give  the  inhabitants  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  return  to  their  homes,  but  since,  in  the  opinion  of  General 
Sherman,  it  is  not  a  strategic  point,  and  the  services  of  the  squadron 
are,  as  you  know,  required  elsewhere,  I  have  determined  to  withdraw 
the  vessels. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  Port  Royal  Ferry  (under  my  escort  as  far 
as  Beaufort)  by  General  Sherman  on  Thursday,  the  14th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 
requesting  permission  for  Boston  merchants  to  dispatch  sailing  vessels 
with  supplies  for  the  squadron. 

Treasury  Department,  November  18, 1861. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  November  6  to  this  Department,  in 
which  you  mention  certain  restrictions  under  which  Messrs.  Sprague, 
Soule  &  Co.,  and  others,  merchants,  of  Boston,  may  be  allowed  to  send 
supplies  to  the  blockading  squadron,  among  others  that  the  parties 
shall  be  required  to  use  steamers,  if  possible,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  above-named  gentlemen,  under  date  of 
the  15th  instant,  asking  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  dispatch  a  sail¬ 
ing  vessel  instead  of  a  steamer,  to  which  request  1  ask  your  attention. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Though  this  Department  would  prefer  that  this  matter  should  be 
performed  by  steamers,  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  allowing 
it  by  sailing  vessels. 


[G.  Y.  Fox.J 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  rout ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Codon ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mohican ,  to  cruise  between  Savannah.,  Ga ., 

and  Fernandina ,  Fla.,  for  the  interception  of  blockade  runners. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow  and  cruise  between  Savan¬ 
nah  and  Fernandina  for  the  general  purposes  of  blockade,  and  for  the 
special  object  of  intercepting-  the  vessels  bound  from  Great  Britain  to 
Savannah  (or  some  other  Southern  port),  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  list.  My  information  concerning  these  vessels  is  minute  and 
reliable,  their  cargoes  are  very  valuable,  and  consist  principally  of 
munitions  of  war,  clothing,  and  medicines. 

You  will  not  anchor  unless  you  find  it  expedient,  but  keep  underway 
within  sight  of  land,  yet  far  enough  off  to  command  the  view  of  an 
extended  range  of  coast.  You  will  communicate  with  the  blockading 
vessels  on  this  part  of  our  station  as  opportunity  may  offer,  to  procure 
information;  and  you  will  read  these  orders  to  any  senior  or  superior 
officer  you  may  fall  in  with. 

It  being  the  object  of  your  cruise  to  intercept  vessels  expected  from 
sea,  it  will  be  desirable  to  avoid  attracting  notice  from  shore,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  abstain  from  making  any  demonstration  of  your  force. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  8.  ,8.  Mohican,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  V.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  to  proceed  on  a  reconnoissance  to 
Beaufort,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  take  a  run  up  as  far  as  Beaufort  to-morrow 
morning,  making  a  reconnoissance  of  the  same. 

You  will  be  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  in 
the  Senaca,  who,  being  familiar  with  the  river,  will  lead,  and  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bankhead  in  Pembina. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  has  my  instructions  to  bring  back 
some  Fresnel  lenses  now  in  the  arsenal,  which  belong  to  the  United 

States.  .  „ 

As  a  few  days  have  elapsed  since  we  were  up,  a  certain  amount  oi 

caution  should  be  exercised  before  landing. 

Stop  all  plundering  by  the  transports  or  others.  I  am  taking  all  the 
measures  in  my  power  to  arrest  this  nefarious  practice  so  disgraceful 
to  our  arms. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  DuPont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-General  Sher¬ 
man,  U.  8.  Army,  urging  cooperative  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
plundering. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  November  18,  1861. 

My  Dear  General:  You  will  regret  to  learn  that  desecration  and 
plundering  by  persons  in  boats  from  the  transports  and  coa,l  vessels 
have  been  going  on.  Houses  have  been  broken  into  on  Paris  Island 
and  elsewhere  and  the  furniture  destroyed.  In  that  of  Dr.  Meeus  the 
amusement  seems  to  have  been  to  fire  through  a  line  piano  with  pistols. 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased  to  learn  that  I  have  taken  measures 
to  arrest  this  nefarious  practice  on  the  water,  so  disgraceful  to  our 
arms  and  so  shocking  to  your  sentiments  and  mine.  In  future  no  boat 
from  the  transports  will  be  permitted  to  laud  on  the  river  shores, 
except  they  have  a  pass  from  some  officer  authorized  by  you  to  give 
one.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  join  you  in  any  measure  to  prevent  these 
practices  that  you  may  deem  fitting  and  proper.  This  morning  I 
visited  all  the  ships  of  the  squadron,  and  in  a  few  remarks  to  the  crews 
enjoined  upon  them  a  rigid  abstinence  in  this  matter. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  here  with  another  matter,  but  will  see  you  on 
the  subject.  The  captains  of  the  transports  apply  to  me  to  suppress 
mutinies,  etc.,  and  to-day  a  large  number  of  the  Great  Republic’s  men 
refused  duty  and  resisted  being  confined,  but  I  sent  a  lieutenant  on 
board,  when,  after  speaking  to  them,  23  submitted  at  once  and  were 
put  in  irons. 

Hoping  to  get  on  shore  to  see  you  soon, 

I  am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Forces,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  prevention  of  plundering. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary]  C[orps], 

Hiltoyi  Head,  8.  C.,  November  19,  1861. 

Commodore  :  1  thank  you  for  the  police  regulation  in  the  harbor  to 
protect  property  from  marauders.  I  have  endeavored  to  my  utmost 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  depredations,  but  the  large  number  of  vessels 
in  the  harbor  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  stop  altogether  the 
sending  of  boats  to  the  shores  of  the  different  islands.  Indeed,  I  have 
not  the  means  of  watching  them.  I  think  that  your  regulation  will 
effectually  stop  the  outrages  we  so  much  deplore. 

I  regret  that  you  should  have  been  troubled  with  the  men  on  the 
Great  Republic.  Had  the  master  of  the  vessel  informed  me  of  the  facts 
it  would  have  been  attended  to  here.  Your  note  was  the  first  I  had 
heard  of  it. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 
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Report  of  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Seminole , 
regarding  a  reconnaissance  to  Beaufort ,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 

Beaufort ,  8.  C.,  November  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  last  evening,  we  proceeded  in  this 
vessel,  followed  by  the  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and 
the  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  up  the  river  to 
Beaufort,  anchored  off  the  town,  aud  at  1  o’clock  p.  ra.  landed  with 
several  armed  boats,  taking  some  marines  to  throw  out  as  pickets 
around  the  approaches  to  the  arsenal,  whilst  we  seaclied  for  Govern¬ 
ment  stores  and  munitions  of  war;  destroyed  two  heavy  gun  carriages 
with  slides  and  a  number  of  iron  trucks  or  wheels,  bringing  off  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  grape  and  shrapnel. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  has  the  Fresnel  lenses,  by  your 
direction. 

Made  a  reconnoissance  through  and  around  the  town,  which  is  the 
abomination  of  desolation;  gloom  and  sadness  prevail.  From  what  I 
can  learn,  the  ravages  were  commenced  by  the  retreating  Confederates 
from  Bay  Point,  and  the  negroes  have  completed  the  work.  The  stores 
are  stripped  of  their  contents  and  private  dwellings  are  in  the  greatest 
disorder,  furniture  broken,  beds  ripped  open  and  their  feathers  scat¬ 
tered;  in  some  rooms  eider  down  a  foot  or  more  in  depth;  books,  valu¬ 
able  books,  lying  about  in  the  yards  and  streets,  torn  and  mutilated; 
in  the  houses  all  is  disorder  and  destruction. 

On  our  anchoring,  but  one  negro  was  to  be  seen;  after  our  landing 
the  number  of  contrabands  was  estimated  at  300;  a  troop  of  mounted 
men  scoured  the  place  this  morning  before  our  arrival  and  drove  off 
quite  a  number  of  negroes;  they  shot  two. 

J  The  following  information  was  given  me  by  an  intelligent  negro  who 
acts  as  pilot  in  these  waters:  At  Bluff'ton,  a  village  of  400  inhabitants, 
on  May  River,  about  11  miles  from  Hilton  Head,  there  is  a  troop  of 
30  horsemen,  a  picket  of  observation. 

At  Hardeeville,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savaunah  Railroad,  18  miles 
west  of  Bluff'ton  and  between  there  and  Pocotaligo  Railroad  depot,  20 
miles  farther  west,  there  are  from  12,000  to  11,000  troops,  some  mounted, 
General  Drayton  and  Major  Lee  in  command;  those  from  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point  are  there;  their  numbers  daily  increase;  the  lower  class 
of  whites  are  pressed  into  the  service.  People  of  wealth  at  and  around 
Bluff’ton  are  burning  their  houses,  barns,  etc.;  a  Mr.  Baynard,  every 
building  on  his  plantation.  The  navigation  to  Bluff'ton  is  represented 
as  intricate  and  dangerous  from  shoals. 

In  the  event  of  occupying  Beaufort,  there  are  two  or  three  places  on 
the  river  bank,  high  ground,  below  the  town  on  which  there  is  timber 
and  thick  undergrowth,  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  cleared. 

Some  of  the  Rhetts  were  in  town  the  morning  of  our  arrival ;  they  left 
when  we  hove  in  sight. 

November  20.— Eight  white  men  were  seen  by  the  negroes  this  morn¬ 
ing  in  the  outskirts  of  Beaufort;  troops  are  collecting  in  numbers  at 
Garden’s  Corner,  S  miles  from  Beaufort  and  3  from  the  ferry. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Bay,  8.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-  General  to  the  °/  *!ie 

Nary  regarding  the  forwarding  of  mail  matter  to  the  United  States 

forces  in  Beaufort  and  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Post-Office  Department,  Appointment  Oittce, 

November  19 ,  1861. 

Sir-  Enquiries  are  made  at  tins  Department  as  to  the  facilities  to 
be  afforded^ to  the  public  for  sending  letters,  etc.,  to  our  land  and  nav  al 
forces  at  Port  Royal  and  Beaufort,  S.  0.  I  have  instructed  the  pos  - 
master  of  Philadelphia  to  send  such  letters  to  New  York,  to  be  forwarded 
from  thence  to  their  destination  by  United  States  vessels  sailing  from 

thU  no  better  plan  suggests  itself  to  your  mind ,  will you  be  ^4  enough 
to  direct  commanders  of  vessels  about  to  sail  for  1  ort  Royal _  to  inform 
the  postmaster  of  New  York  of  their  days  of  sailing  and  ports  of  depar¬ 
ture^  so  that  he  may  make  up  bags  of  mail  matter  to  be  sent  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  kasson, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.S.  8. 

Curlew ,  regarding  the’cruise  of  that  vessel  from  1  ort  Royal,  S.  C.,  to 

New  York. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Curlew, 

New  York  Harbor,  November  21, 1861. 

Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  my  arrival  at  this 
port,  having  left  Port  Royal  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant  in  tow 
of  the  Baltic,  under  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  to  proceed  direct 
to  this  port,  in  order  that  this  vessel  might  reach  home  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  her  sixty  days’  trial.  An  uninterrupted  senes  of  mishaps  to 
flues  of  boilers  and  tubes  of  condenser,  at  times  under  critical  circum 
stances,  have  demonstrated  the  imsuitableness  of  this  vessel  for  a  war 
vessel.  On  our  first  broadside  on  morning  of  7th  instant  the  condenser 
tubes  gave  way,  flooding  the  condenser  and  necessitating  almost  the 
stoppage  of  engine  to  free  it,  whilst  under  fire  of  the  two  batteries;  also 
preventing  us  from  getting  within  reach  of  Tattnall’s  squadron,  already 
on  their  flight.  Two  days  afterwards  three  flues  began  to  leak,  and 
increased  to  such  an  extent  whilst  endeavoring  to  return  to  Beaufort, 
under  orders  from  the  flag-officer,  that  we  were  obliged  to  return  and 
anchor  to  repair  them.  From  that  time  until  our  departure  for  home 
we  were  repairing.  The  first  day  out  the  condenser  again  went,  and  we 
ceased  to  use  it.  The  boiler  flues  have  again  shown  signs  of  leaking, 
and  I  believe  had  we  been  left  to  our  own  steam  power,  we  would  have 
failed  in  reaching  our  port.  In  other  respects  the  vessel  is  equal  to  her 
class.  A  portion  of  her  battery  and  some  ammunition  were  left  for  the 
Isaac  Smith.  Other  vessels  also  drew  on  our  magazine  stores. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W< ashington  City,  B.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding 
the  reported  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Department  of  Sta.te, 

Washington ,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
dispatch,  No.  84,  with  the  private  letter  accompanying  it,  signed  John 
S.  Diak. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  the  consul- 
general,  who  has  had  much  experience  at  sea  in  the  command  of  vessels, 
in  regard  to  the  carelessness  with  which  the  blockade  off  Charleston 
Harbor  is  kept,  and  the  persistence  of  the  commanders  of  those  vessels 
in  showing  their  lights,  thus  furnishing  to  the  eye  of  a  seaman  knowing 
the  waters  a  sufficient  guide  at  all  times  either  to  go  in  or  come  out  of 
a  harbor. 

In  auother  dispatch,  No.  81,  the  consul-general  states  that  the  arrivals 
from  blockaded  ports,  particularly  Savannah  and  Charleston,  are  so 
frequent  that  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  keep  the  run  of  them.  The 
schooner  Robert  Peel  recently  arrived  from  Savannah,  having  made 
her  third  successful  voyage  from  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Unofficial  report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

affairs  of  the  blockade. 

[U.  S.  Ship]  Savannah,  November  21,  1861. 

My  Dear  Du  Pont  :  Bodgers  came  yesterday  and  commenced  his 
work  in  the  afternoon.  I  gave  what  help  I  could,  and  the  Augusta  to 
accompany  him,  at  his  request,  for  a  consort.  While  at  the  bar  they 
are  in  the  right  place. 

Three  days  ago  I  sent  Parrott  to  look  into  or  about  Wassaw.  He 
found  four  steamers  there,  one  of  them  a  large  white  steamer,  but  with 
no  Hag  or  pennants.  They  moved  about  within  the  sound,  watched  by 
the  Augusta  for  some  hours,  apparently  without  a  specific  object,  and 
then  departed  up  the  sound,  the  white  boat  leading  and  the  others  fol¬ 
lowing  her  in  man-of-war  order,  but  not  by  signal.  Believing  that  Was¬ 
saw  is  the  point  of  departure  as  well  as  of  entrance  of  vessels  while  we 
lie  before  this  port,  I  have  sent  the  Florida  there  to  watch  it,  while  the 
other  two  steamers  are  about  the  bar  and  main  channel. 

Dodgers  told  me  of,  and  gave  me  the  newspaper  announcing,  the 
escape  of  the  Bermuda  from  S.,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  November,  with 
its  additions  of  braggadocio  about  “  preparations  for  a  battle,  etc.,”  but 
my  reports  show  that  I  and  the  Monticello  were  blown  off  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1st;  she  broke  down  and  could  not  get  back  till  the  12th, 
when  I  found  the  Augusta  here,  since  the  8th.  The  port  was  therefore 
just  seven  days  unguarded.  I  suppose  it  is  known  to  you  that  String- 
ham  allowed  the  blockade  to  be  abandoned  by  the  St.  Lawrence  for 
want  of  provisions  and  water,  before  sending  this  ship  here,  and  that 
the  Bermuda  entered  on  the  very  day  the  Savannah  left  Hampton 
Eoads,  and  not,  as  Goldsborougli  said,  while  the  Savannah  was  blown 
off  in  a  violent  gale  of  the  previous  day. 
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1  see,  too,  an  account  of  the  steamer  Theodora,  from  Havana,  23(1 
October,  having  run  into  Savannah  a  tugboat,  formerly  the  Got  don.  1 
do  not  believe  she  got  in  before  the  departure  of  this  ship  and  the 
Monticello  unless  it  were  through  Wassaw  Sound,  for  I  was  within  can¬ 
non  range  of  the  bar  and  the  Monticello  playing  around  me,  day  anti 
night,  and  both  very  watchful. 

Two  steamers  are  sufficient  to  guard  this  harbor,  and  while  Rodgers 
remains  I  shall  spare  one  (the  third)  for  Wassaw  Island,  as  it  is  nearly 
identical  with  Savannah,  convenient  as  it  is  as  a  port  ot  entry  tor 
steamers  and  schooners. 

I  beg,  however,  that  yon  will  look  at  the  chart  and  see  how  easy 
side- wheel  steamers  of  small  draft,  say  of  12  feet,  may,  at  high  water, 
run  over  the  shoals  at  night  to  the  northward  of  this  bar,  and  where 
they  could  not  be  followed  (if  seen  and  not  stopped  by  the  shot)  by  the 
steamers  drawing  14  and  16  feet,  like  the  Augusta  and  Flag.  Our  coast 
differs  so  materially  from  all  others  that  to  hermetically  seal  it  would 
be  simply  impossible,  as  we  could  that  of  the  west  coast  ot  Mexico,  for 
jn  stanco 

I  have  studied  my  position  and  chances  for  the  best  .service,  ihe 
Augusta  keeps  between  me  and  Wassaw  ;  the  Florida  between  me  and 
the  southern  channel  of  Port  Royal,  with  all  attention  ot  both  upon 
Savannah,  the  one  moving  toward  me  while  the  other  may  be  moving 
aw  ay — as  egress  may  be  attempted— both  vessels  well  inshore  of  me, 
while  this  ship  is  anchored  most  of  the  time  about  10  miles  east  of  the 
light-house  and  abreast  the  main  channel,  ready  to  get  underway  by 
“slipping”  on  the  instant;  either  to  chase  (which  would  be  useless)  or 
to  clear  the  shoals  north  of  me.  A  good  lookout  from  my  tall  mast 
heads  enables  [me]  to  direct  the  steamer’s  movements.  Rodgers,  if  he 
remains,  shall  have  charge  of  the  channel  itself  day  and  night,  so  as  to 
carry  out  his  observations,  etc.  All  are  directed  to  show  no  light,  and 
not  to  approach  me  at  night  without  necessity,  and  to  keep  out  of  range 
of  my  guns,  lest  they  should  get  hurt  by  mistake  from  my  gun  deck. 
This  is  the  best  I  can  do,  while  vigilance  is  perfectly  sleepless  day  and 
night.  I  beg  for  any  orders  or  suggestions  which  you  think  will  benefit 
the  duty.  I  can’t  keep  underway  and  retain  my  station,  nor  would  it 
be  desirable  for  the  duty,  I  think,  even  if  I  could. 

Shall  you  have  to  contend  with  casemates'?  Small  vessels  have  not 
the  necessary  endurance.  These  casemates  could  be  soon  starved,  as 
they  have  not  probably  preserved  provisions,  but  that  would  not  suit 
our  people,  whose  cry  is  for  blood,  which,  like  old  Shylock,  they  want 
more  than  the  pound  of  flesh.  Would  it  be  impossible  to  land  my 
X-inch  guns?  They  would  make  short  work  of  them  at  600  yards. 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  mounted  guns  on  our  ship  carriages  at  Fort 
Constitution  at  request  of  the  authorities,  just  as  effectively  as  were 
the  army  carriages  made  for  the  fort.  I  say  this,  as  I  have  heard  that 
the  guns  of  the  Vandalia  had  been  landed  at  Port  Royal.  Apropos  to 
the  use  of  such  light  guns,  let  me  here  tell  you  that  the  range  of  shell 
from  such  guns  exceeds  that  of  shot  (round)  one-sixth  at  least,  by 
experiments  determined  by  Colonel  Bumtord,  and  the  recoil  and  strain 
much  reduced.  I  have  proved  both  points. 

Yours,  very  truly,  J.  S.  Missroon. 

I  have  to-day  by  inspection  just9,000  gallons  of  water,  which  will  last 
27  days,  at  333  a  day. 

The  eclat  of  your  success  closes  some  malicious  mouths  at  home 
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pretty  effectually.  1  find  I  can  get  this  ship  within  2  miles  of  the  fort 
at  b\,  and  that  the  two  X-inch  guns  can  be  used  as  mortars  at  that 
distance. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence 
with  Captain  Hancock,  R.  N.,  commanding  II.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite, 
regarding  the  presence  of  that  vessel  off  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  21,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Department,  a  correspondence  between  Captain  George  Hancock,  of 
H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite,  and  senior  uaval  officer  on  this  coast,  and 
myself,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

'Hon-.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortality, 

Port  Royal  Entrance ,  November  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  ordered  to  this  coast  by  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Milne,  K.  C.  B.,  commander  in  chief  of  H.  B.  M.  ships  and  ves¬ 
sels  on  the  North  American  and  West  Indian  command,  I  hasten  to 
place  myself  in  communication  with  you  and  fully  and  frankly  to 
express  the  object  of  my  visit. 

As  you  must  be  aware,  the  movements  of  the  very  formidable  expedi¬ 
tion  under  your  command  have  created  a  general  anxiety  and  alarm 
amongst  the  foreigners  residing  in  those  Southern  cities  and  towns 
where  your  attacks  might  be  expected  to  fall,  and  they  have  loudly 
called  upon  their  respective  governments  to  afford  them  an  asylum  in 

the  event  of  an  attack.  , 

Iu  response  to  this  appeal  I  am  on  this  coast,  but  am  instructed  by 
my  commander  in  chief,  who  fully  feels  and  understands  the  difficulties 
and  necessities  of  your  position,  that  I  am  most  carefully  to  abstain 
from  any  act  or  from  any  movement  that  you  may  consider  prejudicial 
to  your  plan  of  operations,  or  likely  in  any  way  to  inconvenience  you 
or  those  under  you.  My  officers  have  been  strictly  prohibited  from 
carrying  any  information,  letters,  papers,  etc.,  from  one  part  of  the 
coast  to  another,  and  they  fully  understand  that  deeply  as  we  all 
lament  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  great  and  kindred  nation,  it 
is  our  duty  to  abstain  from  any  act  or  words  which  may  be  at  variance 
with  that  strict  neutrality  which  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  proclaim.  In  conclusion,  sir,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  feel 
very  certain  the  lives  and  interests  of  all  British  subjects  falling  within 
the  sphere  of  your  operations,  would,  as  far  as  lay  in  your  power,  be 
most  carefully  and  courteously  protected,  yet  occasions  may  arise  when 
it  would  be  a  convenience  and  assistance  to  you  that  these  cares  should 
be  taken  off  your  hands  and  that  they  should  find  an  asylum  on  board 
a  British  ship.  Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  that  my  presence 
generally  in  the  neighborhood  of  your  operations  will  not  be  deemed 
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by  you  as  iu  any  way  prejudicial  to  those  operations,  but  that  you  will, 
on  the  contrary,  consider  that  1  am  only  affording  that  protection  to 
her  Majesty’s  subjects  which  they  may  rightfully  expect  and  claim  at 
the  hands  of  her  Majesty’s  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Hancock, 

Captain  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite 
and  Senior  Naval  Officer  on  this  Coast. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  W abash. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  G.,  November  21 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  yester¬ 
day,  conceived  and  expressed  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  courtesy 
which  commands  my  confidence. 

I  fully  understand  the  necessity  that  must  frequently  arise  for  offer 
ing  to  the  foreign  residents  of  States  aud  cities  engaged  in  active  war 
the  protection  of  an  armed  vessel  of  their  own  nation.  Such  necessity 
has  occurred  in  my  own  experience  of  foreign  service,  and  I  am  so  far 
from  opposing  the  offer  of  such  protection  that  I  shall  be  most  happy, 
as  you  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  to  concur  in  it,  and  to  add  my  own 
assistance  to  your  efforts  whenever  it  can  contribute  to  the  security  or 
convenience  of  your  countrymen. 

Accordingly,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  your  presence  gener 
ally  in  the  neighborhood  of  my  operations  will  not  be  regarded  by  me 
as  in  any  manner  unsuitable. 

But  on  account  of  the  liability  to  misinterpretation,  the  unavoidable 
constraint  which  the  constant  presence  of  a  foreign  ship  of  war  in  my 
squadron  would  exercise,  and  for  other  obvious  reasons,  I  would  deem 
it  objectionable  to  be  followed  systematically  in  my  progress  from  point 
to  point. 

I  shall  offer  you  the  highest  proof  of  my  confidence  in  your  senti¬ 
ments  and  of  my  appreciation  of  your  candor  by  making  you  acquainted, 
on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  this  place,  with  the  next  point  of 
intended  debarkation,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  necessity  for  your  presence  tor  the  purpose  of  affording 
protection  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  G.  Hancock,  E.  N., 

Commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite ,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer 
on  the  Coast,  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 

of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  November  21,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  day 
after  the  action  of  November  7,  I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
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Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  to  Savannah,  to  enlorce  the  blockade  at  that 
port. 

On  the  lltli  1  dispatched  the  armed  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  1.  B.  Baxter,  to  Charleston,  directing  him  to 
report  to  Captain  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna. 

On  the  11th  I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Commander  J.  E. 
Goldsborough,  to  assist  in  the  blockade  ot  Savannah  and  the  ports  to 
the  southward. 

On  the  same  day  I  gave  orders  to  the  Penguin ,  Acting  Lieutenant 
T.  A.  Budd,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  but  before  his 
departure,  in  consequence  of  a  communication  received  from  Captain 
Lardner,  relating  to  Edisto  and  Bull’s  Bay,  I  modified  his  order,  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  report  himself  to  Captain  Lardner,  for  the  purpose,  if 
required,  of  assisting  in  the  blockade  of  Edisto  and  Bull’s  Bay. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  after  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  from 
Halifax  relating  to  the  Fingal ,  I  dispatched  the  Mohican ,  Commander 
S.  W.  Godon,  to  cruise  between  Savannah  and  Fernandina  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  purposes  of  blockade  and  particularly  tor  the  special  object  ot 
intercepting  vessels  bound  from  Great  Britain  to  Savannah  oi  any 
other  Southern  port,  and  on  the  19th  I  also  dispatched  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Flag ,  Commander  John  Bodgers,  to  Savannah. 

The  vessels  now  engaged  in  blockading  in  my  department  are  the 
frigate  Sabine ,  the  steamer  Susquehanna ,  the  steamer  Alabama,  the 
steamer  Penguin,  the  armed  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  the  sloop  Savannah , 
the  steamer  Augusta,  the  steamer  Florida,  the  steamer  Mohican,  the 
steamer  Flag ,  and  the  frigate  St.  Lawrence. 

The  sloop  of  war  Dale,  engaged  in  the  blockade  ott  the  coast  ot  Tfor- 

ida,  has  come  into  this  port  for  water. 

The  vessels  now  in  this  port  have  been  constantly  employed  m  vari¬ 
ous  expeditions  since  their  repairs,  and  I  purpose  to  morrow  to  make 
an  armed  reconnoissance  ot  the  St.  Helena  Sound. 

A  memorandum  just  received  from  Commander  Parrott,  ot  the 
Augusta,  states  that  Commander  John  Rodgers,  in  the  Flag,  is  engaged 
in  sounding  out  and  buoying  the  channel  of  Savannah. 

I  am  looking  hourly  for  the  arrival  of  the  Bienville  with  our  arnmuni- 

t1011"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington , 


Extract  of  an  official  report  made  by  Colonel  Alfred  E.  Terry ,  of  the 
Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  November  22, 1861. 


I  learned  while  at  Daufuskie  that  the  enemy  have  entirely  abam 
doned  Tvbee,  first  destroying  the  fortifications.  I  was  also  told  that 
a  week  ago  last  Sunday  or  Monday  the  British  ship  Fingal  succeeded 
in  running  the  blockade  and  got  into  Savannah  She  brought  seventy 
rifled  nuns,  some  of  them  breech-loaders,  and  a  large  quantity  ot  pow¬ 
der  Om  prisoner  tells  me  that  Fort  Jackson,  a  short  time  since 
mounted  but  four  guns,  but  that  eight  additional  ones  have  quite 
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recently  been  mounted  upon  it.  He  states  that  the  number  of  troops 
in  and  around  Savannah  is  6,000. 

*##*#** 

[Endorsement.] 

November  23,  1861. 

The  enclosed  extract  of  a  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Font,  thinking  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  him. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Army ,  Hilton  Head ,  8.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Hu  Pont ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  violation  of  the  blockade  at  Savannah ,  Ga.,  and 

Charleston ,  8.  C 

Navy  Department,  November  23, 1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  call  your  attention  to  the  continued 
violation  of  the  blockade,  particularly  at  Savannah  and  Charleston,  as 
reported  by  the  agents  of  the  Government  at  the  various  ports  in  the 
West  Indies. 

It  appears  from  these  reports  that  vessels  find  no  difficulty  in  run¬ 
ning  in  and  out  of  those  ports  in  the  night  time,  being  guided  by  the 
lights  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

The  Department  invites  your  serious  consideration  to  this  subject, 
that  steps  may  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  our  vessels  being  used  as 
light-ships  for  the  succor  of  the  insurgents,  thereby  defeating  the  very 
object  for  which  they  are  intended. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  explaining  the  change  of  destination  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Penguin, 

ordered  to  blockade  duty  off  Georgetown,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  two  favors  of  November  21  by  schooner 
Shark.  I  regret  to  find  that  my  communication  to  you,  enclosing 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough’s  order  placing  the  Sabine  in  my  squadron, 
together  with  a  private  letter  from  me,  all  in  one  envelope,  have  not 
been  received  by  you. 

They  were  originally  put  on  board  the  R.  B.  Forbes ,  which  steamer 
1  had  sent  to  give  you  a  tow.  1  felt  sure  Lieutenant  Balcli  had  obtained 
these  letters,  for  I  gave  special  directions  about  them. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough’s  letter  until 
the  original  be  received. 

I  desire  also  to  explain  what  Captain  Lardner  omitted,  it  seems,  to 
do— how  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  came  to  be  sent  you  by  him. 

I  had  ordered  the  steamer  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd, 
to  report  to  you  for  blockading  service  off  Georgetown,  but,  just  as  he 
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was  leaving,  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Lardner,  saying  that 
Bull’s  Bay  and  North  Edisto  were  now  resorted  to  by  vessels  attempt¬ 
ing  to  run  the  blockade,  since  Charleston  had  been  effectually  covered; 
and  several  ships  from  Europe  being  expected  with  munitions  of  war, 
that  were  too  large  to  get  into  Georgetown,  I  directed  the  Penguin  to 
report  to  Captain  Lardner  and  for  the  latter  to  send  on  the  Gem  of  the 
Sea  to  you  until  I  could  send  yon  a  steamer. 

Your  requisitions  will  be  approved  and  forwarded  by  first  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine ,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  blockade  of 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Susquehanna  and  Alabama  off 
Charleston;  Penguin  off  Edisto  and  Stono  Inlet;  Gem  of  the  Sea  was 

sent  to  Bull’s  Bay.  ,  „ 

I  believe  these  places  to  be  effectually  blockaded,  but  m  the  event  ot 
an  easterly  gale  the  ships  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  sea.  They  will  pro 
ceed,  however,  as  short  a  distance  as  safety  requires,  and  return  on  the 
first  change.  In  that  time  it  is  possible  for  a  vessel  to  get  to  sea.  I  can 
hear  of  none  likely  to  attempt  it.  The  Nashville  is  at  the  wharf  and  I 
am  informed  without  coal  or  cargo. 

The  Alabama  requires  coal.  ,  ..  , 

The  schooner  Albion,  of  Nassau,  built  in  Maryland,  under  English 
colors,  with  a  cargo  suitable  for  a  Southern  market,  was  seized  on  the 
25th  instant  by  the  Penguin  for  attempting  to  run  into  Edisto.  She 
was  sent  to  Philadelphia*  for  adjudication. 

A  list  of  vessels  boarded  since  the  11th  instant  is  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

'Penguin,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albion. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  North  Edisto,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  yesterday  captured  and  sent  to  New 
York  the  schooner  Albion,  after  a  chase  of  one  hour.  She  had  British 
flag  flying — had  been  warned  off  by  the  St.  Later ence,  and  her  captain 
and  mates  are  from  Savannah,  by  their  own  admission.  By  the  Span¬ 
ish  steamer  [Nuestra  Senora  de]  Regia  I  send  the  crew  and  officers  tor 
your  disposal.  _ 


*Sent  to  New  York. 
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Nothing  has  as  yet  passed  out  of  this  port,  though  when  I  arrived  oft 
it  two  steamboats  and  schooner  were  visible.  These  have  probably 
passed  around  into  St.  Helena  Sound. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  A.  Budd, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

One  of  the  officers,  named  Hernandez,  is  said  to  be  a  Savannah  pilot. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  & 

Navy,  regarding  condition  of  panic  among  Spanish  inhabitants  oj 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  26,  1861. 

Sib:  The  steam  ferryboat  under  Spanish  colors  for  Havana  came  in 
to-day. 

Her  captain  informs  me  that  his  dispatches  to  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Charleston  are  to  urge  upon  this 
functionary  to  send  some  men-ofwar  immediately  to  Charleston  to 
receive  on  board  the  Spanish  inhabitants  there  domiciled,  who,  with  all 
the  population,  seem  under  a  panic,  either  from  apprehension  of  an 
invasion  or  of  a  servile  insurrection,  or  of  both. 

1  enclose  copies  of  a  correspondence*  between  myself  and  Captain 
Hancock,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite ,  as  having  some  bearing 
on  this  question  which  you  might  like  to  see. 

While  permitting  vessels  of  war  to  receive  their  countrymen  on  board, 
1  would  watch  narrowly  any  abuse  of  this  privilege  of  neutrals. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

II.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborougli,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  a  brief  engagement 
with  the  enemy  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  mouth  of 
Savannah  River. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Florida,  • 

Port  Royal,  November  26,  [1861] — 6  p.  m. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  To-day,  about  12  meridian,  Commodore 
Tattnall,  in  the  steamer  Everglade  as  his  flagship,  having  a  hulk  of 
about  200  tons  lashed  alongside,  mounting,  one  heavy  gun  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  steamers  Resolute  and  Sampson,  weighed  anchor  from  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Pulaski,  and,  standing  down  a  short  distance  toward 
us,  opened  a  fire  with  the  gun  on  the  hulk,  his  shot  falling  at  least  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  mile  short.  They  were  directed  toward  the 
Pocahontas.  We  all  returned  his  salutation,  but  the  firing  from  the 


See  pp.  357-358. 
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Seneca  and  Pocahontas's  XI- inch  was  beautiful.  One  or  two  ot  their 
shells  exploded  nearly  over  him.  In  a  very  short  time  he  resumed  his 
former  anchorage,  where  1  left  him.  The  Savannah  anchored  inside 
this  morning. 

Sincerely,  yours,  etc.,  J.  E.  Goldsboroug-h. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  a  brief  engagement  with 
the  enemy  at  mouth  of  Savannah  River. 

U.  S'.  Ship  Savannah, 

Near  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  passed  the  bar  to  day 
and  came  to  anchor  at  12:45  in  a  position  to  operate  effectively  with 
shell,  in  conjunction  with  all  the  steamers,  upon  Tybee  Island,  and  just 
outside  of  long  range  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

Soon  after  anchoring  this  ship  four  steamers  of  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  several  hours  in  line  of  battle,  seemingly  with  many  troops  on 
board,  the  largest  bearing  the  flag  and  broad  pennant  and  having 
a  scow  of  large  size  with  four  heavy  cannon  and  filled  with  troops, 
cautiously  approached  us  and  fired  several  ineffectual  shells  and 
shot,  which  were  promptly  returned  by  the  steamers  having  long-iange 
cannon,  two  of  their  steamers  only  discharging  their  guns  and  all 
continuing  under  the  protection  ot  Pulaski’s  cannon. 

They  subsequently  retired  with  troops  up  the  Savannah  hiver. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  t>  ,  x>  ,  „  n 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  1  ort  Royal,  S.  L. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Commander  Rodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding. 

November  25,  1861.— Tybee  Bay.  At  10 :  25  discovered  a  large  fire  on 
the  north  end  of  Cockspur  Island.  A  steamer  came  down  from  Savan¬ 
nah  to  Fort  Pulaski  to  land  men.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  three  steamers 
were  visible  during  the  watch  opposite  Fort  Pulaski. 

November  26.— At  12 : 20  the  rebel  steamers,  which  had  all  met  abreast 
the  fort,  began  to  move  toward  us.  At  1  beat  to  quarters.  One  ot 
them  bearing  the  flag  of  a  commodore,  opened  fire  on  us,  which  was 
returned  by  the  squadron.  The  rebel  steamer  tired  six  guns,  and  upon 
the  squadron  advancing  they  retreated  to  their  old  positions  abreast  ot 

the  fort. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Batch,  V.  8.  Navy, 

commanding. 

November  25,  /*<,/. -Several  rebel  steamers  miming  up  and  down 
inside  the  fort,  apparently  landing  ordnance  stores  at  Foit  l  ulasti. 
At  sundown  five  Confederate  steamers  in  sight  off  Fort  Pulaski. 

November  26.— At  1  p.  m.  three  rebel  steamers  stood  down  toward  us. 
One  had  a  lighter,  filled  with  men,  alongside.  We  beat  to  quarters^and 
exchanged  several  shots,  when  the  rebels  returned  up  river.  At  o :  30 
saw  firing  from  a  Federal  battery  on  Hilton  Head  Island. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 

of  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Florida, 

Tybee  Roads,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  hoisted  my  flag 
on  board  this  ship  this  morning  and  ran  down  here  to  make  a  personal 
examination  of  the  ground,  bringing  with  me  the  Ottawa  and  R.  B. 
Forbes. 

I  find  the  island  abandoned  by  the  rebels.  I  landed  with  the  armed 
boats  from  the  ships  of  the  squadron  and  the  marines.  The  light-house 
is  uninjured,  except  that  the  glass  of  the  lantern  is  very  much  broken. 
The  martello  tower  will  require  considerable  repairs  if  occupied  for 
defense.  1  postpone  any  recommendation  upon  the  subject  of  theoccu 
pation  of  the  island  till  after  I  have  conferred  with  General  Sherman. 

p.  s.—  U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  28. 

The  general  commanding  has  decided  to  make  a  complete  reconnois¬ 
sance  of  Tybee  Island,  which  will  take  place  to  morrow  or  next  day, 
after  which  I  shall  be  able  to  speak  more  positively  upon  the  further 
plans  in  respect  to  that  place,  which  in  the  meantime  will  be  held  by 
the  vessels. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  f ram  Brigadier -General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  reporting  a  reconnoissance  of  Tybee  Island. 

November  27,  1SC1. 

Commodore  :  Made  reconnoissance  this  morning  in  direction  of  west¬ 
ern  end  of  island;  fast  land  narrows  to  a  few  yards  in  width  about  If 
miles  west  of  light  house,  where  a  fort  is  constructed,  but  not  finished. 
Fast  land  then  widens  out  to  a  good  width  and  terminates  in  a  landing- 
near  mouth  of  creek  and  apparently  under  fire  of  enemy’s  guns  from 
Pulaski. 

Good  road  leading  from  light  house  to  landing  place,  over  which  rebel 
cannon  and  stores  were  transported  back.  Reconnoitered  with  object 
of  drawing  lire  from  Pulaski,  and  found  that  casemate  guns  fall  little 
short  of  shore,  but  barbette  guns  explode  shells  on  the  island. 

From  the  fresh  tracks  observed  some  of  qnemy  visited  light  house  last 
night.  A  few  people  were  seen  on  western  end  of  islaud,  but  appeared 
to  be  running;  don’t  think  the  enemy  has  any  force  on  the  island,  but 
am  not  entirely  sure.  Party  was  not  strong  enough  to  make  it  safe  to 
carry  out  reconnoissance  as  far  as  I  wished. 

The  above  are  all  the  principal  points  discovered. 

Thought  I  would  not  wait  till  your  arrival,  as  it  would  make  my  return 
to  the  Head  [Hilton]  later  than  I  had  anticipated. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


T.  W.  Sherman. 
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Report  of  Commander  Missroon ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  holding  of 

Tybee  Island. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Near  Tybee  Island,  Georgia ,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  from  the  best  information 
yet  obtained,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  ability  to  hold  Tybee  Island 
with  a  small  military  force  well  intrenched  by  earthworks  and  a  few 
heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  upon  the  martello  tower,  which  is  a  formidable 
stucco  structure,  and  which  should  be  armed  with  as  little  delay  as  pos¬ 
sible,  to  prevent  its  destruction  and  that  of  the  sheds  and  barracks. 
The  marshes  and  creek  which  border  the  island  on  the  west  side  will 
greatly  add  to  its  means  of  defense  by  a  small  force. 

From  the  western  limits  of  the  island  Fort  Pulaski  may  be  annoyed 
and  probably  rendered  untenable  by  a  bombardment  maintained  from 
six  or  eight  XHI-iueh  mortars  till  such  ordnance  may  be  brought  to 
bear  as  will  effectually  destroy  the  work. 

If  we  do  not  hold  the  island  permanently  with  a  sufficient  force,  and 
the  enemy  have  the  means  of  landing  cannon  and  mounting  several  of 
large  caliber  on  the  tower  under  cover  of  night,  in  spite  of  our  shells 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  dislodge  him,  and  if  we  fail  to  do  so  this 
anchorage  would  become  untenable.  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  leave 
me  to  the  exercise  of  my  discretion  in  unforeseen  circumstances,  1  shall 
send  a  sufficient  force  of  seamen  and  marines  to  hold  the  tower,  with 
boats  at  hand  to  convey  them,  if  necessary,  to  the  vessel  stationed  to 
receive  them,  while  the  enemy,  in  such  case,  may  be  driven  back  by  the 
shells  of  the  shipping. 

The  island  has  several  buildings  suitable  for  barracks.  There  are 
some  horses  and  cattle  there,  with  abundance  of  water. 

If  the  military  be  not  at  this  juncture  available,  I  would  undertake  to 
fortify  the  island  if  furnished  with  the  necessary  implements  and  mate¬ 
rials,  and  to  hold  it  with  the  crew  and  battery  of  this  ship,  aided  by  500 
marines;  there  would  be  but  little  if  any  loss  in  dismantling  so  unsuit¬ 
able  a  ship  as  this  is  for  blockade  purposes. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Trundy,  0.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  Bar  and  report  to  Captain  J.  L. 
Lardner,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  for  such  blockading  duty  as  he 
may  assign  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  A.  Trundy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Report  of  Commander  Codon ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained 
from  Confederate  deserters  from  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Fernandina,  November  28, 1861. 

Sir-  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  21st  instant,  when  off  Brunswick, 
fell  in  with  sailboat  about  13  miles  offshore,  containing  two  men,  who 
reported  themselves  deserters  from  the  rebel  Army  at  St.  Augustine, 
they  passed  through  Matanzas  opening,  about  5  miles  south  ot  St. 
Augustine  entrance.  The  boat  is  a  fine  one,  belonged  to  the  Coast 
Survey,  and  now  used  by  Major  Church.  These  men,  one  an  English¬ 
man,  the  other  from  Boston,  state  that  they  were  forced  to  serve  in  the 
rebel  Army.  They  report  that  at  Fernandma  there  are  three  batteries, 
two  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  and  one  on  Cumberland  island, 
mounting  in  all  twelve  guns,  mostly  32-pounders.  The  land  force  con¬ 
sists  of  about  1,300  or  1,400  men,  there  are  two  companies  at  St.  Augus¬ 
tine  and  two  at  Jacksonville;  they  say  they  are  m  want  of  most  articles, 
but  fresh  beef  and  flour  abundant.  To-day  made  a  small  sail  to  the 
south  of  Fernandina,  which  I  at  once  chased,  when  she  slipped  into 
Nassau  entrance.  I  was  about  4  miles  from  her  when  she  got  inside. 
With  a  small  steamer  stationed  at  Nassau,  or  oil  the  St.  John  s  River, 
I  could  prevent  anything  entering  this  part  ot  the  coast,  and  could 

have  caught  this  small  craft. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  to  perform  blockade  duty 
off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  29,  1861. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  to  Charleston  Bar 
and  report  yourself  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  forwarding  list  of  suspected  ves¬ 
sels  and  assigning  his  station  for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  29,  1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  list*  of  vessels  suspected  of  intending  to  run  the 
blockade,  and  in  that  list  is  mentioned  the  iron  screw  steamer  Gladia¬ 
tor,  which  was  expected  to  sail  from  London  about  the  <> th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  loaded  with  munitions  of  war. 


*  See  list  in  Senea  I,  vol.  6,  p.  447. 
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You  will  therefore  proceed  to  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch  and 
cruise  between  the  Savannah  station  and  Feruandina,  looking  in  at  all 
the  intermediate  places,  without  going  quite  in  sight  of  Fernandina.' 

On  your  way  please  communicate  with  Commander  Missroon  and 
deliver  the  enclosed  list  directed  to  him  and  showing  him  their  orders, 
receiving  from  him  any  suggestions  as  to  the  probable  best  points  of 
intercepting  the  Gladiator-. 

Please  also  to  endeavor  to  fall  in  with  Commander  Codon,  of  the 
Mohican ,  supplying  him  also  with  a  copy  of  the  new  list  of  vessels, 
especially  calling  his  attention  to  the  Gladiator. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  of  Captain  Saxton,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brig  adder -General  Sherman, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  appearance  of  a  Confederate  gunboat  near 
Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Quartermaster’s  Office,  November  30,  1861. 

Captain:  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  a  rumor  prevails  in 
camp  that  I  believe  to  be  true,  that  the  steamer  Winfield  Scott  was 
driven  back  from  her  intended  trip  to  Beaufort  yesterday  by  a  rebel 
gunboat.  No  person  who  was  sent  up  on  the  above-named  steamer  has 
made  any  report  to  me  officially  or  otherwise,  but  I  am  informed  that  a 
rebel  boat  sailed  out  of  a  creek  and  drove  our  boat  back.  I  understand 
from  the  Navy  that  four  gunboats  were  sent  to  Beaufort  yesterday  in 
advance  of  the  Winfield  Scott.  I  also  understand  that  the  Scott  has 
gone  up  to  Beaufort  this  morning.  I  gave  her  no  order  to  do  so. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

R.  Saxton. 


Captain,  TJ.  S.  Army,  and  Quartermaster. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Endorsement.] 

November  30,  1861. 

This  communication  being  entirely  incomprehensible  to  me,  inas¬ 
much  as  no  reports  have  been  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  on  board  the  Scott,  I  respectfully  refer  it  to  Commodore  Du 
Pont  and  ask  him  if  he  knows  anything  about  the  matter. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  provisions  for  the  safety  of  the  army 
steamer  Winfield  Scott. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  30,  1861. 

General  :  Having  submitted  to  me  a  communication  from  the  quar¬ 
termaster  of  the  forces  to  your  adjutant-general,  and  asking  for  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  matter,  I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  following: 

In  pursuance  of  our  conversation  and  understanding  in  relation  to 
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the  steamer  Winfield  Scott's  going  to  Beaufort  for  iron  and  lumber  to 
complete  the  wharf,  I  ordered  three  of  the  gunboats  of  my  squadron  to  be 
in  readiness  yesterday  morning  at  8  o’clock  to  accompany  and  protect 
her.  The  gunboats  waited  until  10  o’clock,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
go  up  the  river  and  precede  the  steamer,  which  I  presumed  would  lol- 
low  immediately,  though  it  appears  she  did  not  leave  the  anchorage 

until  much  later  in  the  day.  ...  . 

Last  evening  about  dark  Colonel  Serrell,  with  two  other  persons, 
came  into  my  cabin  and  informed  me  that  he  had  returned  in  the  Win¬ 
field  Scott  from  Beaufort  River,  in  consequence  of  seeing  a  rebel  steamer 
in  the  creek  leading  from  Morgan  River,  and  asked  me  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  a  gunboat.  .  ,  , . 

I  sent  an  officer  with  him  to  the  gunboat  Pembina ,  with  directions  to 
her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  to  keep  company 
with  the  Winfield  Scott,  and  I  left  the  time  of  her  departure  (whether 
last  evening  or  this  morning)  to  be  arranged  between  Colonel  Serrell 
and  Captain  Bankhead. 

The  three  vessels  that  went  to  Beaufort  yesterday  morning  returned 
last  evening.  They  did  not  see  the  rebel  steamer  reported  by  Colonel 
Serrell. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  submit  to  you  that  when  the  army 
transports  or  their  boats  have  occasion  to  go  into  the  interior  waters, 
I  should  be  informed  of  their  intention  at  the  very  time  of  going,  other¬ 
wise  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  provide  tor  their  safety,  which  I  am 
always  ready  and  willing  to  do,  for  you  are  aware,  my  dear  general, 
there  is  a  great  responsibility  involved  in  this  matter,  and  that  you  and 
I  will  hear  of  transports  and  men  being  cut  off  if  this  precaution  be  not 
observed. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Forces,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman ,  77.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Hu  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  army  steamer  Winfield  Scott. 


Headquarters, 


f Hilton  Head,  S.  C.],  November  30,  1861. 

Commodoee:  Your  favor  of  this  date  is  received,  and  you  have 
relieved  me  of  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  Colonel  Serrell  should  have 
informed  me  also  of  the  fact  of  his  being  driven  back,  which,  by  the 
way,  I  very  much  doubt  that  he  was.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  no 
steamboats  can  get  through  the  creek  from  Morgan  River. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  you  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  understanding  of 
the  time  when  transports  are  to  leave  for  Beaufort,  and  the  Winfield 
Scott  was  ordered  to  follow  immediately  after  your  gunboats,  and  the 
reason  she  did  not  is  owing  to  that  want  of  promptitude  aud  discipline 
which  to  my  infinite  sorrow  and  perplexity  pervades  our  volunteer 


service. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 


T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  DuPont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 

U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  proponed  army  reconnoissance  of  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  30,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  several  communications  have  been  received.  I  have 
delayed  writing  to  you  until  General  Sherman  has  come  to  a  determi¬ 
nation  as  to  the  occupation  of  Tybee.  He  intends  tp  make  an  armed 
reconnoissauce  in  force  and  I  will  await  the  result. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Department  with  a  copy  of  a 
general  order. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  Missroon, 

U.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  E.  J.  Waterman,  November  30, 1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from 
the  Department  of  February  20,  desiring  me  to  report  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  capture  of  the  E.  J.  Waterman. 

I  supposed  that  I  had  done  so,  but  in  looking  over  my  records  I  And 
very  little  reference  to  her. 

The  schooner  ran  on  shore  on  Tybee  Island  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  of  November  last  and  part  of  her  crew  escaped,  but  the  captain, 
cook,  and  mate  remained  on  board.  Commander  Missroon,  who  was 
then  blockading  at  Tybee  Hoads,  succeeded  in  getting  her  off,  though 
her  cargo  of  coffee  was  most  seriously  damaged  and  many  of  the  cigars 
abstracted.  A  secession  flag  was  found  on  board,  but  no  papers. 

On  my  tiles  is  a  letter  from  Commander  Missroon,  dated  December 
7,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had  concluded  to  send  her  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  but  whether  he  did  so,  or  what  became  of  her,  I  can  not  at  this 
moment  recollect. 

Verv  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Near  Tybee,  November  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  small  schooner  belonging  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  under  a  secession  flag,  from  Havana,  bound  to  South 
Edisto,  S.  C.,  ran  upon  Tybee  Island  soon  after  daylight  this  morning, 
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doubtless  supposing  the  island  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  She  is  laden 
with  coffee  (179  bags)  and  other  articles.  I  am  unable  as  yet  to  give 
other  particulars.  The  captain,  mate,  and  cook  are  in  our  hands,  and 
three  of  her  crew  have  escaped  and  are  yet  on  Tybee.  I  am  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  get  the  vessel  off,  which  is  doubtful. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  report  that  the  prevailing  westwardly  winds 
have  so  operated  upon  the  waters  of  this  bay  as  to  leave  this  ship 
aground  about  forty  minutes  at  the  end  ot  each  ebb  tide.  1  am  now 
sounding  for  a  better  position,  but  so  far  without  success.  So  long  as 
we  have  smooth  water  she  may  hold  even  this  position  without  injury 
(apart  from  the  helplessness  of  the  ship  while  so  aground),  but  should 
a  southeast  gale  bring  in  a  heavy  sea  her  situation  will  be  extremely 
critical. 

1  enclose  requisitions  from  this  and  the  other  vessels  present,  and 
earnestly  request  that  XI  inch  shells  for  the  Seneca  may  be  furnished 
with  dispatch,  as  she  has  but  twenty-one  now  on  board;  and  also  some 
fuzes  for  the  Pocahontas ,  of  which  she  is  much  in  need. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Enclosed  is  a  reconnoissauce*  of  Tybee,  made  by  an  intelligent  (engi¬ 
neer)  officer  of  the  Flag,  who  has  some  military  experience. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Near  Tybee  Island ,  Georgia,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  The  prize  schooner  F.  J.  Waterman,  owned  in  Charleston,  S.  C., 
was  captured  ashore  on  Tybee  Island  on  the  30th  November,  1801,  and 
I  have  placed  her  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Henry  13.  Carter,  of  this 
ship,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  to  report  him¬ 
self  to  the  Department. 

The  captain  and  mate  are  now  prisoners  on  board  the  prize,  and  sent 
home  as  witnesses.  Two  others  of  the  crew  have  been  delivered  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  and  live  of  the  crew  have  escaped  to  the  woods,  and 
as  yet  have  not  been  recovered. 

Accompanying  this  letter  are  the  lists  of  officers  and  crews  of  the 
ships  making  the  capture,  viz,  U.  S.  S[hip]  Savannah ,  U.  >3.  S.  Flag, 
U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  U.  S.  S.  Seneca ,  and  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole.  The  list  of  officers  and  crew  of  latter  vessel  shall  be  sent 
hereafter. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Not  found. 
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Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
rout,'  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  readiness  of  army  forces  for  further 
operations. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  6'.,  November  30,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  vessels  intended  for  the  second  part  of  our  expedi¬ 
tion  are  loaded  and  prepared  for  departure.  The  troops  intended  for 
that  division  are  on  shore  and  consuming  the  stores  calculated  only  for 
those  of  the  tirst  division,  and  the  consequence  is  that  we  shall  soon  be 
getting  short  of  si  pplies  here  unless  we  unload  the  vessels  intended 
for  another  place,  or  unless,  which  is  not  certain,  supplies  soon  arrive 
from  New  York.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  for  me  to  be  very  certain 
at  what  time  we  can  leave  in  order  that  proper  arrangements  can  be 
made  in  regard  to  our  supplies.  Can  you  inform  me  when  you  will  be 
ready,  aud  if  some  day  can  be  set  ?  I  think  we  can  manage  the  affair 
of  supplies  without  much  difficulty. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Naval  Force. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier -General  Sher¬ 
man,  U.  S.  Army,  making  enquiry  regarding  occupation  of  Tybee  and 

Otter  islands.  _ 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  1,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  only  waiting  to  distribute  the  ammunition  that 
came  out  in  the  Bienville,  when  I  shall  be  ready  for  our  next  expedition. 
I  will  let  you  know  in  good  time. 

What  are  your  intentions  as  to  the  occupation  ot  Tybee  aud  Otter 
islands  1  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  must  be  gov¬ 
erned  in  part  by  your  decision. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  *  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  etc.,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  S'.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

J  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  December  1,  1861. 
Sir-  The  Florida  having  broken  down,  aud  the  Alabama  not  having 
coal  you  will  please  proceed  at  once  to  Charleston  Bar  and  report 
yourself  to  Captain  Gardner  for  blockading  duty,  showing  these  orders 

to  Commander  Missroon. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

S.  F  •  I ) TJ  1  ONT^ 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  Savannah. 
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Capture  of  the  sloop  Lida ,  December  1 ,  1864. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  sloop  Lida 
was  captured  off  St.  Simon’s  by  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  laden  with  coffee, 
cigars,  etc.,  and  brought  into  this  port. 

1  appointed  a  board  of  officers  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  sloop  and 
her  cargo,  directing  them  also  to  examine  into  the  seaworthiness  of  the 
vessel  • 

A  copy  of  my  order  and  the  report  of  the  board  are  enclosed,  apprais¬ 
ing  the  value  of  the  sloop  and  her  cargo  and  condemning  her  as  unsea¬ 
worthy. 

I  have  shipped  the  cargo  on  board  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  A.  H. 
Cain,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia  (as  per  triplicate  bill  of  lading 
enclosed),  forwarding  by  the  vessel  the  papers,  books,  charts,  flag  taken 
on  the  Lida,  with  a  statement  from  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole , 
of  the  particulars  of  her  capture,  to  the  Hon.  John  Cadwalader,  U.  S. 
district  judge,  in  Philadelphia. 

In  consequence  of  the  prize  not  going  north,  the  witnesses  were  sent 
to  New  York  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut. 

'  Will  the  Department  be  pleased  to  give  orders  that  they  be  not  dis¬ 
charged  until  the  prize  is  adjudicated? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 

At  Sea,  off  St.  Simon’s  Sound ,  Georgia,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  proceeded  to  sea  with  this 
vessel  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ultimo;  communicated  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  30th  with  Commander  Missroon,  of  the  Savannah,  lying  at 
the  anchorage  off  Tybee  Island  light-house,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  on  the  lower  end  of  the  third  island  southwesterly  from  and  includ¬ 
ing  Tybee  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns,  and  at  Wassaw  Island  a 
battery  of  two  or  three  guns;  stood  on  toward  entrance  at  Wassaw 
Island,  endeavoring  to  make  a  good  observation  until  our  soundings 
gave  us  3  fathoms,  then  stood  out  and  alongshore  course,  judging 
we  were  sufficiently  off  to  clear  all  dauger,  when,  after  running  thus  a 
short  time,  the  ship  struck  two  or  three  times;  immediately  backed  the 
engines,  hauled  down  and  brailed  up  fore  and  aft  sail,  sounding  at 
same  time  fore  and  aft;  we  had  9  feet  under  the  bows  and  3  fathoms 
amidships  and  astern;  backed  off,  using  jib  and  spanker  as  wind  suited 
to  pay  her  head  rapidly  around;  we  got  off  this  bluff  spit  head  and  ran 
into  6  fathoms  water,  regretting  much  our  pilot  had  been  taken  from 
us,  as  it  is  unsafe  to  make  a  close  reconnoissance  along  this  coast  where 
you  sometimes  jump  the  ship  ashore  from  3,  5,  and  3  fathoms  water. 

We  then  steered  toward  Ossabaw  Island,  discovered  a  Confederate 
(small)  steamer  with  flag  flying  passing  along  inside  southerly;  we 
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tlien  approached  Sapelo  Bay  [Sound],  off  which  we  anchored  for  the 
night;  got  underway  at  daylight  and  stood  in  along  the  coast  to  44'' 
fathoms;  there  being  appearances  of  shoal  water  around,  edged  off 
into  <>  fathoms,  bottom  lumpy,  lead  giving  from  6  to  4J,  5,  etc.;  drawing 
in  toward  Doboy  Sound,  a  large,  red  buoy  seen  on  Northern  Spit  of 
entrance,  and  a  Confederate  flag  flying  on  a  high  staff  at  southwestern 
end  ot  Sapelo  Island;  a  battery  or  houses,  and  a  small  schooner  and 
smoke  of  a  steamer  were  seen  inside. 

Stood  off  to  the  southward  and  eastward  in  search  of  the  frigate  St. 
Lawrence ;  discovered  and  stood  for  her.  At  2  p.  m.  communicated 
with  Captain  Purviance  in  obedience  to  your  order,  then  stood  inshore 
toward  St.  Simon’s  Sound.  Fell  in  with  sloop  Lida ,  from  Havana,  and 
said  to  be  bound  to  Halifax — cargovcoffee,  lead,  and  sugars;  her  papers 
being  irregular,  and  other  suspicious  indications,*  concluded  to  tow  her 
to  Savannah,  as  I  am  informed  a  rebel  steamer  ran  out  several  times 
during  the  St.  Lawrence's  stay  here,  possibly  for  the  purpose  of  towing 
in  small  vessels  bound  to  their  ports;  will  request  the  commanding 
officer  at  Savannah  Fiver  to  send  her  to  Port  Ptoyal  Bay  for  your 
decision.  I  fear  the  Gladiator  has  gone  into  Darien,  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
reports  having  chased  a  propeller,  bark-rigged  and  black  hull,  in  there 
on  the  29th  ultimo.  We  will  return  to  St.  Simon’s,  and  thence  south  as 
directed. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Loyal  Bay. 


Report  of  a  board  of  survey. 


TJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Port  Royal ,  8.  C.,  December  4,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  attached,  we,  the  surveying  officers  therein  appointed,  have  to 
report  as  follows: 

That  having  carfully  examined  the  prize  sloop  Lida ,  now  lying  m 
this  harbor,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  other  furniture,  we  do  appraise 
the  same  at  the  gross  sum  of  $150. 

Also  that  the  size  and  condition  of  the  said,  sloop  precludes  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  sending  her  to  the  northward  at  this  season  ot  the  year  with 
any  reasonable  chance  for  her  safety. 

We  also  report  that  the  cargo  of  the  said  sloop  is  as  follows: 

Pounds. 


30  bags  coffee,  marked  S.  S.  C.,  weighing  155  pounds  each 
76  bags  coffee,  markedR.  Fv  weighing  188  pounds  each 

22  bags  coffee,  marked  P.,  weighing  188  pounds  each . 

17  bags  coffee,  no  mark,  weighing  150  pounds  each . - 

16  bags  coffee,  marked  V.  &  C.,  weighing  164  pounds  each 


4,  650 
13,  288 
4, 136 
2,  500 
2,  624 


161  bags,  weighing  27,198  pounds,  at  12  cents.... 

2  cases  of  shoe  thread,  valued  at . 

4  packages  leather,  24  sides,  valued  at . 

10  packages  buckles,  4  gross,  valued  at.  . .  —  -  . 

1  case  containing  18  bottles  quinine,  valued  at 
33  boxes  cigars,  valued  at . 


$3, 203. 52 
344.  60 
64.00 
23. 00 
54.00 
60.00 


*  Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  section  7,  pages  148  and  149,  Kent’s  Commentaries, 
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8,  000  pounds  lead,  596  pigs  and  5  rolls,  at  6  cents .  ^  ^  qq 

1  case  preserves . . 

,  .  .  4, 239. 52 

Total  value  of  cargo .  _ 

.  4,  239.  52 

Value  cargo . - . . . . .  450.  00 

Value  sloop  and  tackle .  . 

,  ,  .  .  4, 689. 52 

Total,  skip  and  cargo . 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 

W.  H.  West, 

Acting  Master. 
Wm.  Wallace  Goodwin, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  7  „  ,  „  ,  0  n 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Correspondence  relative  to  the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Sehora  de  Regia, 

seized  December  1 ,  1861 ,  for  violation  of  neutrality,  and  passenger 

Hmilio  Puiz. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  they  he  sent 

to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  December  10,  1861. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  Du  Pont  may  be 
directed  to  send  to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings  the  Spanish 
steamer  Nuestra  Sehora  de  Regia,  and  Emilio  Puiz,  a  Spanish  subject 
found  on  board  that  vessel,  which  was  recently  seized  at  Port  Koyal 
bv  Brigadier  General  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  ot  the  United 
States  and  the  law  of  nations.  General  Sherman  will  be  instructed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  transfer  the  said  vessel  and  person  to  Captain 
Du  Pont  for  the  purpose  named. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  send  them  to 

New  York. 

Navy  Department,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  send  to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings  the 
Spanish  steamer  Nuestra ,  Sehora  de  Regia  and  Emilio  Puiz,  a  Spanish 
subject  found  011  board  that  vessel,  which  was  recently  seized  at  Port 
Royal  by  Brigadier-General  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  nations. 

General  Sherman  will  be  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
transfer  the  said  vessel  and  person  to  you  for  this  purpose. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  • 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  pro¬ 
posed  constitution  of  a  court  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Department  of  State. 

Washington ,  December  13,  1861. 

General  :  An  examination  of  the  papers  taken  on  board  the  steamer 
Nuestra ,  Sehora  de  Regia  has  been  prosecuted  far  enough  to  remove  all 
doubt  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  forfeited,  and  that  Emilio  Puiz  ought 
to  be  detained  for  abusing  his  privileges  as  a  foreigner  to  violate  the 
military  regulations  of  the  United  States  and  the  blockade  You  will 
detain  both  the  vessel  and  the  said  Emilio  Puiz.  You  will  also  detain 
the  crew  for  witnesses  on  the  preexamiuation.  We  will  very  soon  pro 
vide  for  constituting  a  court  at  Port  Royal  adequate  to  try  the  subject 
there. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 


Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  the  transfer  of  the 
steamer  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  It  now  being  understood  that  it  has  been  determined  to  be 
inexpedient  to  establish  a  prize  court  at  Port  Royal,  in  South  Carolina, 
I  will  thank  you  again  to  direct  General  Sherman  to  transfer  to  the 
naval  authorities  there  the  Spanish  vessel  Nuestra  Senora  de  Regia,  and 
any  others  which  may  have  been  taken  by  the  military  authorities,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  carried  to  New  York  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Endorsement  1.] 

War  Department,  December  18,  1861. 
The  necessary  orders  will  be  given  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Adjutant-General  Thomas. 

[Endorsement  2.] 

Copy  respectfully  furnished  Brigadier- General  T.  W.  Sherman,  who 
will  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  within 
expressed. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[Endorsement  3.] 

January  17,  1862. 

Respectfully  furnished  to  Commodore  Du  Pont.  I  am  ready  to  turn 
over  the  steamboat  and  crew,  with  Emilio  Puiz,  to  the  commodore  at 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sher¬ 
man,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  discrepancy  in  orders. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  After  the  receipt  of  your  (lispatcli  of  December  11,  directing 
me  to  send  the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Sehora  de  Regia  and  Emilio 
Puiz  to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  communication.  I  send  here¬ 
with  a  copy  of  his  reply. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  0.,  December  28,  1861. 

Commodore:  Your  letter  and  enclosure  of  yesterday  were  duly 
received.  There  seems  to  be  some  mistake  somewhere.  The  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  December  13,  directs 
me  to  detain  the  vessel  here. 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 

order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  for  tae  transfer  of  the  steamer  to  the  naval  authorities. 

Navy  Department,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order  that  has  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  transfer  of  the  Spanish  vessel  Nuestra 
Sehora  de  Regia  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Port  Royal. 

When  the  transfer  shall  have  been  made  you  will  send  the  vessel  to 
New  York  for  adjudication. 

The  Department  has  received  information  that  the  schooner  Kate 
Hale,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  left  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  20th 
instant,  for  Charleston,  loaded  with  powder,  lead,  fish,  etc.  She  is 
about  100  tons  register. 

Your  letter  of  the  ISth  instant,  with  enclosures,  in  relation  to  the 
Crusader,  has  been  received  ;  also  one  of  same  date  and  one  of  the  19th 
instant  acknowledging  dispatches,  and  one  of  the  19tli  reporting 
departure  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  G.,  January  24,  1862. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  requested  this  Department  to  transfer 
the  Spanish  vessel  Nuestra  Sehora  de  Regia,  seized  at  Port  Royal  by 
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General  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
naval  authorities  at  the  place  of  capture,  that  the  vessel  may  be  sent 
to  New  York  for  adjudication,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  general 
commanding  at  Port  Poyal  transfer  the  said  vessel  to  the  naval  author¬ 
ities  of  the  United  States  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  report  his  action  in  the  matter  to  this  Department. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  send  the  steamer 

to  New  York  for  adjudication. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City ,  D.  6'.,  April  3 ,  1862. 

General:  You  are  directed  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  to  send 
the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Sehora  de  Begin  to  New  York.  This  order 
you  will  regard  as  peremptory  and  to  be  executed  without  delay. 

If,  when  this  order  reaches  you,  General  Hunter  shall  have  assumed 
command,  you  will  transmit  it  to  him  to  be  executed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General. 

Brigadier- General  Sherman, 

Or  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Port  Royal. 


[Endorsement  1.] 

April  11,  1802. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Hunter. 

The  steamer  Sehora  de  Regia  was  seized  by  me  on  the  1st  of  Decem¬ 
ber  last  for  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  with  all  her  crew  and  a 
passenger  named  Emilio  Puiz.  The  case  was  immediately  reported  to 
the  War  Department  and  a  mail  taken  from  her  sent  to  Washington  at 
the  same  time.  The  Secretary  of  State  instructed  me  to  detain  her 
and  her  crew,  with  Emilio  Puiz,  at  Port  Koyal,  with  a  view  of  having 
the  case  investigated  at  that  place.  These  instructions  are  on  file  at 
Port  Royal.  Subsequent  instructions,  however,  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  Secretary  of  War  directed  this  steamer,  crew,  and  Emilio 
Puiz  to  be  turned  over  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  whichwas done  promptly, 
and,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  February  last.  The  instructions,  how¬ 
ever,  are  all  on  file  in  the  adjutant-general’s  office  at  Port  Royal,  as 
well  as  the  official  letter  of  the  provost-marshal  at  Hilton  Head,  certi¬ 
fying  to  the  fact.  The  steamer  has  ever  since  been  anchored  under  the 
guns  of  the  naval  fleet  at  Port  Royal,  and  in  the  exclusive  charge  of 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.  She  was  there  on  the  4th  April,  when  1  left 
Port  Royal.  It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  that  I  have  had  no  con 
trol  over  this  vessel  and  crew  since  they  were  surrendered  to  the  flag- 
officer  by  the  orders  received  from  Washington. 

J  T.  W.  Sherman. 


[Endorsement  2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head ,  April  19 ,  1862. 


Most  respectfully  referred  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  commanding 


blockading  squadron. 


D.  Hunter, 

Major-General ,  Commanding . 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mills,  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
New  York  in  command  of  the  Spanish  steamer.  ’ 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Nuestra  Sonora  do  Regia  unde  i 
vour  command,  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Empire  City,  to  New  York  and 
report  first  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  and  as  soon  after  as 
possible  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  letter,  informing 
liim  of  your  arrival  with  the  steamer. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  W.  A.  Mills, 

Nuestra  Senora  de  Regia. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  for 

holding  Tybee  Island. 

U.  S.  Ship  Sayannah, 

Near  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  five  persons  who  gained  the  woods  at 
Tybee  Island  from  the  schooner  E.  Waterman  on  the  30th  ultimo  have 
not  been  taken,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  have  escaped  by  swimming 
to  the  next  island,  on  which  the  late  reconnoissance  shows  that  soldiers 
were  quartered. 

The  guard  named  by  you  on  your  late  visit  to  this  place  (of  50  men) 
has  been  sent  to  hold  the  island  by  day,  and  has  been  withdrawn  after 
dusk  in  the  evening  (so  that  its  departure  might  not  be  observed  by  the 
enemy)  until  to-day,  when  its  debarkation  was  prevented  by  the  surf. 
It  wiil  be  renewed  to-morrow,  if  possible. 

That  the  enemy  will  be  informed  of  the  withdrawal  of  our  men  at 
night,  of  their  numbers,  of  the  loose  habits  of  the  seamen  as  a  shore 
guard  (almost  impossible  to  be  corrected,  situated  as  we  are  here),  and 
of  the  time  of  landing,  etc.,  by  the  escaped  crew  of  the  prize,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 

The  same  dense  foliage  of  the  island  that  hid  the  prize  crew  would 
afford  ample  cover  for  several  companies  of  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy, 
whose  single  discharge  at  our  boats  would  effect  the  most  deadly  results, 
while  they  would  be  hidden  from  view  of  the  shipping  quite  as  soon 
as  the  guns  could  be  trained.  The  peculiar  form  and  location  of  these 
sand  hills  and  the  dense  undergrowth  afford  the  most  perfect  protec¬ 
tion  for  making  such  an  assault,  and  I  am  daily  expecting  it,  while 
guarding  so  far  as  I  can  against  it. 

The  enemy,  by  retiring  to  the  center  of  the  island,  would  possess  it 
thence  to  the  southwest  extremity,  as  our  shells  could  be  thrown  but 
little  beyond  its  center.  It  is  estimated  that  about  -700  troops  have  been 
thrown  into  Fort  Pulaski  since  the  118th  November,  as  observed  from 
the  ship. 

If  the  possession  of  the  island  would  be  considered  by  you,  sir,  as 
sufficiently  indicated  by  the  landing  of  a  larger  body  of  men  less  fre¬ 
quently,  say  once  in  three  or  four  days  (previously  throwing  some  shells 
to  clear  the  woods  of  any  occupants),  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  it 
as  a  substitute  for  our  present  practice,  which,  at  this  season,  may  not 
be  always  practicable,  owing  to  weather  and  the  surf. 
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The  health  of  those  engaged  in  these  frequent  landings  (always  becom¬ 
ing  wet  several  times  in  the  day)  is  beginning  to  suffer  theretrom,  to 
avoid  which  was  one  of  my  reasons  for  advocating  a  permanent  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Loyal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 
U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  alleged  violation  of 
blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  through  Maffitfs  Channel. 

Navy  Department,  December  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  L.  Blodgett,  secretary  Board 
of  Trade,  Philadelphia,  is  submitted  for  your  information. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  ,  „  „ 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Loyal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  A  gentleman  in  charge  of  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Charleston,  Mr.  F.  T.  Sharratt,  left  that  city  on  Friday,  November  29, 
arriving  here  this  evening.  His  long  residence  there,  and  perfect 
responsibility  for  any  statements,  induce  us  to  send  you  a  brief  account 
of  facts  known  to  him.  First,  the  blockade  is  constantly  violated  at 
Charleston  through  the  Maffitfs  Channel  in  consequence  of  the  Union 
fleet  lying  exclusively  in  the  Ship  Channel,  south  of  Fort  Sumtei.  11 
Confederate  steamer  Isabel,  thoroughly  fitted  out,  painted  black,  and 
loaded  with  near  1,000  bales  of  cotton,  now  lies  m  Ashley  Fiver,  wait¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  to  go  out.  When  the  Union  fleet  withdraws  for 
a  night,  or  withdraws  on  account  of  bad  weather  or  to  reconnoiter,  the 
opportunity  is  seized  to  go  out  by  the  MaffittN  Channel,  and  always 
with  success.  The  privateer  Gordon  came  m  by  this  channel  at  11  a.  m. 
in  the  summer,  and  she  went  out  the  same  way  on  October  12,  with 
Mason  and  Slidell  on  board.  She  came  m  by  the  Edisto  Inlet  and  in¬ 
land  route  and  now  lies  at  Charleston.  The  Jeff  Dams,  the  Dixie,  and 
all  other  privateers  except  the  schooner  Salhe,  used  the  same  channel. 
Within  a  few  weeks  the  brig  West  Indian  and  bark  Helen,  both  with 
naval  stores,  the  new  schooner  General  Ripley,  with  rice,  the  Nashville 
on  October  26,  and  many  others  of  less  note,  have  gone  out  by  the 
same  channel.  The  schooner  Prince  of  Wales  is  also  loading  with  cot- 

t0  A^ele'-ra^inbie^aiid  signals  from  the  outer  defenses  give  infbrma- 
tion  of  every  movement  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  enable  the  North 
Channel  to  be  used  almost  with  impunity. 

There  are  five  gunboats  building  at  Charleston,  three  of  them  near 
to  completion.  The  floating  battery  lies  at  Wappoo  Cut,  guarding  the 
‘  inland  route”  from  the  soStli.  One  of  Tattnall’s  gunboats  only  is  in 
the  waters  between  Charleston  and  Beaufort. 
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General  Gonzales  lias  a  new  4-gun  battery  near  Beaufort,  a  new  style 
of  gun,  VIII -inch  howitzers,  5  feet  long,  invented  by  Geneial  Bipfoy, 
wldch  now  lie,  partly  masked,  back  of  Beaufort.  They  were  sent 
secretly,  and  it  is  supposed  that  our  troops  are  not  aware  of  then 

The  Nashville  took  out  many  naval  officers  and  cadets  to  officer 

P1Theyl are 'expecting  the  Gladiator,  with  arms  and  stores,  either  at 
Charleston  or  Savannah.  The  Fingal  arrived  at  Savannah  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  November  13,  bringing  12,500  Enfield  rifles  and  10  rifled  cannon, 

with  150  tons  powder,  clothing,  etc.  rh._„ri 

The  information  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  Maffitts  Channel, 
and  the  confidence  the  rebels  have  in  being  able  to  use  it  constantly ,  is 
the  point  we  feel  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  represent  to  you  at 
the  earliest  moment.  A  feint  to  withdraw  and  a  return  to  the  Maffitt  s 
Channel  by  an  active  vessel  from  our  squadron  would  be  sure  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  Isabel,  if  done  within  two  or  three  days.  . 

David  Landreth,  esq.,  Morton  McMichael,  esq.,  and  other  eminent 
citizens  can  vouch  for  the  facts  here  given  and  the  entire  reliability  ot 

the  gentleman  named. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  *  Lorin  Blodgett, 

Secretary  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

We  beg  to  state  that  this  information  and  use  of  names  is  confiden¬ 
tial,  Mr.  Sharratt  and  Mr.  Landreth  having  large  property  interests  m 

Charleston.  _ 

L.  Blodgett. 


Report  of  Flan- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  efficiency  of 

the  blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  4,  1861. 

Sir:  The  second  letter  of  the  Department  relating  to  the  extinguish- 
ng  of  the  lights  of  the  blockading  vessels  is  before  me.  The  necessary 
orders  on  this  subject  were,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department, 
immediately  issued  when  the  first  letter  on  this  subject  was  received. 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  Port  Boyal  I  gave  my  attention  to 
the  blockade.  On  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  I  closed  up  North 
Edisto,  Stono,  and  Bull’s  Bay,  besides  maintaining  the  existing  force 
off  Georgetown  and  doubling  that  off  Charleston.  The  blockade  of  the 
latter  is  now  so  rigorous  that  the  fishermen  have  been  driven  in,  and 
the  city  of  Charleston  is  deprived  of  its  usual  supply  of  fish. 

Savannah  is  completely  stopped  up,  and  there  has  been  an  outer 
cordon  of  blockading  vessels,  comprising  the  St.  Lawrence ,  the  Mohi¬ 
can.  and  the  Seminole,  which  covers  the  inner  blockade  of  the  coast  ot 
Georgia. 

Unless  my  own  sources  of  information  are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  abroad  are  sometimes  misled  by  incorrect 
statements.  The  Nashville,  for  example,  1  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
is  now  at  the  wharf  in  Charleston  without  coal  or  cargo. 

There  is  one  obstruction  to  a  constantly  efficient  blockade  that  can 
neither  be  removed  nor  overcome,  and  that  is  fog. 
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The  vessels  that  lie  in  wait  to  rim  the  blockade,  having  skillful 
pilots,  and  being  desperate  iu  their  attempts,  can  not  but  sometimes 
succeed  under  the  favor  of  fog  or  darkness. 

From  two  recent  captures  I  am  led  to  think  that  the  contraband  car¬ 
goes  are  divided  and  distributed  in  mauy  small  vessels  before  approach¬ 
ing  the  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Ron.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  restricting  the  firing 
of  guns  in  the  presence  of  superior  officer. 

General  Orders,  )  U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

'  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  [Sound], 

No.  3.  \  December  4 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  Hereafter  uo  signal  or  other  gun  will  be  fired  in  presence  of  a 
superior  officer  without  special  authority,  except  in  case  of  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

The  above  sent  to  the  different  vessels  of  the  fleet. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  McArann ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte ,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal ,  S.  C. 


Navy  Department,  December  .5,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Wyandotte  under  your  command  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster- 
roll  of  the  crew  of  the  Wyandotte  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Lieutenant  Robert  M.  McArann, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Marchand ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger ,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Port 
Royal ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  December  .5, 1861. 


Sir:  As  soon  as  the  repairs  on  the  James  Adger  are  completed  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Commander  John  B.  Marchand, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  James  Adger ,  Baltimore ,  Md. 
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Reconnaissance  of  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  December  5-6,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  4,  1861.  • 

Sib:  The  apprehension  of  losing  possession  of  the  bay  [sound |  of 
St.  Helena,  so  exceedingly  valuable  for  a  harbor,  tor  its 
Charleston,  and  for  the  command  it  secures  of  large  liveis,  supplying 
interior  communication  with  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  has  induce 
me  to  dispatch  a  second  expedition  there,  under  Commander  Drayton, 
with  orders  to  hold  Otter  Island  until  General  Sherman  is  prepared  to 
assume  military  occupation  of  it,  when  he  will  transfer  the  tort  to  his 

tl<I°have  also  dispatched  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Rodgers  to  make  a  reeon- 
noissance  of  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek],  in  order  to  ascertain  the  position 
and  force  of  the  enemy’s  battery  there  information  which  the  com¬ 
manding-general  has  expressed  to  me  Ins  desire  to  obtain  betoie  laud¬ 
ing  troops  on  Tybee  Island.  ,  .  . 

The  Department  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that,  in  the 
necessary  occupation  of  St.  Helena  Sound  and  of  Tybee  Roads,  and  m 
the  examination  of  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek],  a  large  number  ot  the  ves¬ 
sels  of  my  squadron  is  engaged,  which  will  be  released  and  employed 
on  blockading  duty  as  soon  as  Otter  and  Tybee  islands  are  held  by  the 

Army. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flae-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  1 ,  1861. 

Sib  :  You  will  proceed  in  the  gunboat  Ottawa,  accompanied  by  the 
Pembina,  to  Tybee  Roads  and  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Com¬ 
mander  Missroon,  who  will  explain  further  the  objects  I  have  in  view. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgebs, 

U.  S.  S. -  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  1,  1861. 

Sib:  This  letter  will  be  placed  in  your  hands  by  Commander  C.  R. 
r.  Rodgers,  the  captain  of  this  ship,  who  will  communicate  to  you  the 
desire  of  the  commanding  general  and  myself  to  obtain  an  approximate 
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knowledge  of  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy’s  battery  south  of 
Big  Tybee  Island,  of  which  the  reconnoissances  by  land  made  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Gillmore,  of  the  Engineers,  and  the  one  communicated  by  yourself, 
were  unable  to  acquire  any  satisfactory  information. 

The  examination  by  land  having  proved  insufficient,  I  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  attempt  a  recoil noissance  by  water,  and  Commander  C.  R.  P. 
Rodgers  has  been  assigned  to  this  duty  under  your  direction. 

The  gunboats  Ottawa  and  Pembina  go  with  him,  and  to  these  you 
will  add  such  other  vessels  as  you  may  think  expedient. 

The  main  object  of  the  reconnoissance  will  be  to  “clear  up  this  point,” 
to  use  the  language  of  the  commanding  general  in  an  official  communi¬ 
cation  to  me  of  this  morning,  “  whether  the  enemy’s  battery  is  on  the 
South  Tybee  Island,  or  further  south,”  or,  in  other  words,  “whether  it 
is  on  Little  Tybee  Island  or  Great  Wassaw  Island.” 

And  this  I  beg  you  not  to  lose  sight  of.  You  will  please  remember 
that  according  to  the  Memoir  of  the  Coast  of  Georgia,  by  A.  D.  Bache, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek]  “is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  enter  and  has  not  been  surveyed,”  and  further  that  the  vessels 
of  the  squadron  are  about  to  be  employed  on  other  and  important 
service. 

I  enjoin  it  upon  you,  therefore,  not  to  allow  any  risk  to  be  incurred, 
neither  from  an  encounter  with  batteries,  the  force  of  which  is  wholly 
unknown,  nor  from  too  near  an  approach  to  shoals  and  bars,  the  depth 
and  currents  of  which  have  not  been  determined. 

1  shall  rely  upon  your  best  judgment  to  see  that  my  wishes  herein 
are  carefully  complied  with,  and  that  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
original  projects  of  the  expedition  are  not  crippled  by  the  unnecessary 
exposure  of  the  efficient  vessels  ot  the  fleet. 

Your  own  acquaintance  with  the  ground,  gained  while  on  the  block¬ 
ade,  will  enable  you  to  furnish  Captain  Rodgers  with  valuable  sugges¬ 
tions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

TJ.  S.  Shi])  Savannah ,  off  Savannah,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
advising  the  occupation  of  Otter  and  Tybee  islands. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Head ,  S.  C'.,  December  2,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  have  received  detailed  reports  from  engineer  officers 
sent  to  reconnoiter  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Tybee  Island,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  interests  of  the  service  will  be  advanced 
by  the  occupation  of  Otter  Island,  and  propose  doing  so  as  soon  as  the 
proper  ordnance  can  be  arranged. 

It  is  important,  too,  tliat  Tybee  Island  should  be  occupied  as  soon 
as  practicable,  otherwise  there  are  some  fears  that  the  enemy  may  do 
so,  he  having  landed  quite  a  large  force  at  Pulaski  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  probably  for  that  purpose. 

But  to  know  how  large  a  force  it  would  be  judicious  to  place  on  lybee 
Island  I  think  a  knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  enemy’s  battery  south 
of  it  is  necessary,  as  well  as  the  force  he  has  there.  Captain  Gillmore 
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reports  that  he  was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy’s  battery 
is  on  the  South  Tybee  Island  or  farther  south,  but  that  the  imhcations 
are,  from  the  top  of  a  derrick  in  sight,  that  it  is  on  the  foi  mer.  ^ap- 
taiu  G.  had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  this  point,  which  I  hold  is 

of  importance.  *  .  . 

Can  not  the  gunboats  down  there  clear  up  this  point . 

The  occupation  of  Tybee  will  naturally  have  two  objects  covering 
the  channel  in  the  absence  of  any  naval  force  and  the  reduction  ot 
Pulaski.  The  first  object  only  can  now  be  effected  until  a  proper  aima- 
ment  from  the  North  is  obtained.  The  last  object  can  be  of  essential 
importance,  even  though  it  be  only  partially  effected,  as  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  to  assist  another  operation. 

It  is  necessary  also  to  state  that  if  these  occupations  be  now  made 
they  may  seriously  affect  the  promptitude  ot  the  continuation  of  oui 

expected  departure. 

I  remain,  commodore,  yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  2,  1801. 

General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  official  communication 
of  to-day,  and  I  hasten  to  assure  you  of  my  hearty  cooperation  in  carry¬ 
ing  your  plans  into  execution. 

1  had  already  anticipated  your  wishes  in  respect  to  Wassaw  by 
dispatching  Captain  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  Tybee  with  instructions  to 
the  commanding  officer,  Commander  Missroon,  to  make  such  recon- 
noissance  in  force  as  would  determine  the  position  and  power  of  the 
enemy’s  battery  on  the  south. 

Captain  Rodgers  was  compelled  by  the  fog  to  put  back,  tie  will 
leave  again  to-morrow  morning,  and  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  send 
by  the  earliest  moment  a  copy  of  Commander  Missroon’s  report. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

3  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  at  Wassaw  Island  have  been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  after 
removing  the  guns,  cutting  up  the  platforms,  and  breaching  one  face 
of  the  fort. 

For  the  circumstances  attending  this  important  discovery,  and  the 
temporary  occupation  of  the  waters  of  Wassaw  Sound,  as  well  as  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  inner  and  ultimate  line  of  defense  selected  by  the 
enemy,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
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Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  upon  whose  skill  and  judgment  I  relied 
for  the  execution  of  this  undertaking. 

Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek]  and  Sound  constitute  a  second  entrance  into 
Savannah  River,  and  as  21  feet  can  he  carried  over  the  bar  at  high 
water,  this  passage  is  but  little  inferior  to  Tybee  entrance. 

The  highest  point  reached  by  Commander  Rodgers  was  about  S  miles 
from  Wassaw  Bar,  about  10  from  Savannah,  and  between  4  and  5  from 
Thunderbolt,  on  one  side,  and  Montgomery.  [Ga.],  on  the  other.  These 
last  two  places  are  described  in  the  Coast  Survey  memoirs  and  reports. 

I  attach  the  highest  value  to  this  possession,  but  1  must  confess  that 
the  addition  of  the  occupation  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  Tybee  entrance, 
and  Wassaw  Sound  by  the  Navy  to  the  demands  upou  the  force  which 
the  Department  has  so  liberally  placed  at  my  disposal  threatens  to 
embarrass  the  duties  of  the  blockade  and  to  postpone  some  other 
operations. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Department  will  find  it  possible  to  supply 
me  with  more  gunboats  and  other  vessels  of  that  class,  propelled  by 
steam,  having  which  I  will  venture  to  indulge  in  the  expectation  that 
the  whole  of  the  seacoast  of  Georgia  and  a  great  part  of  that  of  South 
Carolina  will  be  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  at  no  distant 
period . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fla  a -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  December  6,  1861.- 

Sir:  On  yesterday  morning  I  left  Tybee  Roads  before  daylight  with 
the  steamers  Ottawa ,  Seneca ,  and  Pembina ,  and  crossed  the  bar  of  Was¬ 
saw  Sound  at  half  tide,  not  having  less  than  LS  feet  water  upon  it. 

We  approached  the  fort  on  Wassaw  Island  within  a  mile,  and  seeing 
neither  guns  nor  men  we  did  not  fire,  but  I  sent  Lieutenant  Barnes  to 
it  with  a  white  dag. 

He  found  it  an  enclosed  octagonal  work,  with  platforms  for  eight 
guns  on  the  water  faces.  The  land  faces  were  protected  by  abattis. 
The  work  was  well  constructed.  The  guns  had  been  removed,  the  plat¬ 
forms  cut,  the  magazine  blown  up. 

From  the  freshness  of  the  footprints  and  other  signs,  it  appeared  to 
have  been  abandoned  very  recently.  Adjoining  tlie  fort  are  huts  or 
sheds  for  a  large  garrison.  Some  lumber  and  bricks  remain;  every¬ 
thing  else  had  been  carried  away. 

We  immediately  pushed  on  to  Cabbage  Island,  where  we  had  been 
led  to  look  for  another  battery,  but  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  kind 
there. 

We  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  through  the  Romerly  Marsh,  and 
to  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  River. 

From  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  River  we  observed  a  battery,  bearing 
from  us  about  N.  W.  by  W.  ^  W.,  and  distant  about  3  miles. 
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It  is  on  the  river  and  just  above  a  house  with  a 
one  of  the  Coast  Survey’s  points  of  triangulation,  and  is  about  10  mile, 
from  Savannah.  Between  the  house  and  fort  was  a  large  encampment, 
but  we  could  not  count  the  tents.  We  counted  five  guns,  aPP^ently 
of  large  caliber,  on  the  face  of  the  battery  toward  us.  We  could  only 
see  one  gun  upon  the  other  face,  but  there  may  have  been  more. 

We  were  near  enough  to  see  the  men  on  the  ramparts  and  the  glxsten- 

1U  We  sawse^alsmall  vessels;  some  of  them  in  Romerly  Marsh  were 
in  tow  of  a  small  steam  tug,  but  they  were  all  beyond  our  reaci. 

Upon  Little  Tybee  Island  we  could  see  no  earthworks,  but  we  could 
not  get  nearer  to  it  than  2  miles  because  of  the  shoals. 

In  coming  out  of  Wassaw  Sound  at  high  tide  we  had  not  less  than  21 

Returning1  to' Tybee  Roads  at  1  o’clock,  I  landed  and  made  a  recoin 
noissance  on  foot  with  the  marines  of  the  Savannah  and  detachments  ot 
small-arms  men  from  that  ship  and  the  Ottawa.  Upon  reaching  the 
mouth  of  Lazaretto  Creek,  having  no  boats  m  which  to  cross,  our  prog¬ 
ress  was  stopped.  We  waited  until  low  tide,  but  the  creek  was  unford- 

R;lL)lG 

I  was  able,  however,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Luce,  to  observe 
from  the  top  of  a  tree  the  position  in  which  a  battery  has  been  supposed 
to  exist,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  battery  there.  I  he  spar 
which  was  mistaken  for  a  derrick  is  simply  a  place  ot  lookout,  and  there 
was  no  appearance  of  any  earthwork  or  position  tor  guns.  A  battery 
in  such  a  place  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  There  may,  however, 
have  been  a  signal  gun  placed  there,  as  the  dune  upon  which  the  spar 
is  raised  is  upon  the  southeastern  part  ot  Little  Tybee  Island,  and  is  a 
commanding  point  ot  observation. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  tor  the  most  earnest, 
cordial,  and  efficient  cooperation,  and  also  Lieutenants  Commanding 
Aminen  and  Bankhead,  whose  vessels  were  always  in  the  right  place 
and  always  well  handled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Reconnaissance  of  St.  Helena'  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers , 
South'  Carolina,  December  5-9,  1861. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  Confederate  operations  in  the  Coosaw  River. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  December  5,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  have  just  received  information  of  a  reliable  kind, 
given  to  me  by  negroes  who  have  been  engaged  on  the  works,  that  the 
rebels  are  constructing  a  strong  pile  work  across  the  channel  of  the 
Coosaw  River  about  a  mile  above  the  brickyard  which  lies  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Beaufort  and  Coosaw  rivers ;  also  another  one  across  Whale 
Branch,  between  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  Whale  Island.  I  deem  it  impor¬ 
tant  to  communicate  this  to  you  at  once,  in  order  that  such  steps  may 
be  taken  in  the  matter  as  you  may  think  necessary. 
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I  am  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  way  to  prevent  this  work 
going  on,  and  at  any  rate  will  take  possession  of  Port  Boyal  Island  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


P.  S. — We  shall  get  one  regiment  up  there  early  to  morrow.  Will 
you  send  a  gunboat  or  two  to  cover  the  first  landing  ! 

T.  W.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 
placing  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembina  at  his  service. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  December  6 ,  1861. 

General:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  to  you  the  report  of  an 
interesting  recounoissance  made  by  Commander  Rodgers  in  Wassaw 
Inlet  and  Sound. 

When  1  received  your  note  last  evening  all  the  gunboats  were  absent, 
but  I  am  about  sending  up  the  river  the  Pembina ,  to  be  useful  to  you 
and  at  your  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay -Officer ,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  protection  of  gunboats  at  Otter  Island. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C.,  December  7,  1861. 

Commodore  :  It  is  desirable  to  send  our  troops  and  ordnance  to  Otter 
Island  by  the  inland  passage,  and  to  use  that  passage  in  our  commu¬ 
nication  with  that  island.  In  the  meanwhile  I  am  compelled  to  ask  of 
you  the  service  of  a  couple  of  gunboats  to  go  to  and  remain  at  that 
island  until  the  guns  are  landed  and  mounted.  If  you  are  pleased  to 
thus  assist  us  in  this  matter,  will  it  not  be  practicable  to  send  the  gun¬ 
boats  by  the  inland  passage  with  our  first  vessels  1  If  you  can  do  this, 
please  inform  me,  and  1  will  give  you  timely  notice  when  we  shall  be 
ready  to  send  our  troops  and  ordnance. 

I  remain,  commodore,  with  highest  regard, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  request  regarding  Otter  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  December  7,  1861. 

General:  I  have  four  vessels  in  St.  ^elena  Sound,  under  Com¬ 
mander  Drayton,  one  of  them,  the  Dale,  especially  ordered  to  hold  Otter 
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Island  and  cover  the  passage  to  Charleston,  so  you  can  send  forward 
your  troops  and  ordnance  as  soon  as  ready. 

In  liaste,  respecttnlly  and  truly ,  g  p  p0NT 

Urio-fldier-Geueral  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

^  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  expedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  December  12,  1861. 

SIB-  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  report  of 
fmmnander  Percival  Drayton  of  a  second  expedition  to  St.  Helena 
So  Z' made  under  bis  direction  and  consisting  of  the  sloop  Pawnee, 
Commander  Drayton:  the  gunboat  Unadilla ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Collins-  the  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  i  ic  • 
olson  the  sloop  DaZc, 'Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  and  the  U.  S. 
«ii rvovi iiff  steamer  Vixen ,  Mr.  Boutelle,  assistant  Coast  Survey. 

Commfnder  Drayton  left  this  port  on  the  5tli  instant  and  proceeded 
farther  up  the  Ashepoo  than  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  lauded  on 
Hutchinson’s  Island,  where  he  found  that  all  the  buildings,  lucludi  g 
Se  negro  houses,  and  the  picked  cotton  had  been  burned  two  days 
before  ~  An  attempt  had  been  made  at  the  same  time  to  drive  oft  t 
negroes  some  of  whom  had  been  shot  in  their  efforts  to  escape.  Conn 
mander  Drayton  draws  a  most  painful  picture  of  the  condition  ol  the 

far  as  the  entrance  to  Beau- 
fort  [Brickyard]  Creek.  Here  he  witnessed  a  similar  scene  ot  desolation, 
Ind  such  was  the  destitute  state  of  the  negroes  that  he  was  induced  by 
their  earnest  entreaties  to  bring  some  o%them  to  Ottei  Island,  whe  e 
tlmv  were  sunnlied  with  food  by  his  order. 

41  The  Isaac  Zith  and  Dale  remain  at  Otter  Island  to  assist  the  army 

in  its  maintenance.  .  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  ^  ^ont, 

Flay -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  9, 1861.  ■ 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  sea 
at  daylight  of  the  5th,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Unadilla,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  N.  Collins;  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  and  Coast  Survey-steamer  I  ixen,  Captain  Boutelle, 
and  reached  the  anchorage  off  the  fort  on  Otter  Island,  St.  Helena 
Sound,  at  midday.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  some  negroes  com¬ 
ing  on  board  and  reporting  that  there  was  a  body  of  soldiers  at  the 
entrance  of  Mosquito  Creek,  a  place  up  the  Ashepoo  where  the  inland 
route  to  Charleston  commences,  I  proceeded  as  far  as  that  place,  when 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


389 


the  niglit  coming  on,  obliged  me  to  return.  1  saw,  however,  no  signs 
of  the  presence  of  white  people,  excepting  that  some  buildings,  which 

I  discovered  the  next  day  to  have  been  on  Hutchinson’s  Island,  were 
burning.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  U.  S.  SfliipJ  Dale ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  W.  T.  Truxtun,  appearing  off  the  harbor,  I  sent  the  Isaac 
Smith  to  tow  her  in,  a  pilot  being  furnished  by  Captain  Boutelle. 

Unfortunately,  however,  when  halfway  up,  the  Dale  stuck  fast,  and 
as  it  was  then  about  high  water,  no  exertion  could  get  her  afloat  until 

II  o’clock  of  that  night,  when  she  was  forced  into  deep  water  without 
having  suffered  any  apparent  injury  and  towed  the  following  morning 
by  Captain  Boutelle  in  the  Vixen  around  Morgan  Island,  this  having 
become  necessary,  owing  toherhaving  forcedover  the  shoal  which  divides 
that  channel  from  the  one  she  was  in  originally.  So  soon  as  she  was 
safely  at  her  anchorage  near  us,  I  proceeded  up  the  Ashepoo  with  the 
Unadilla,  Isaac  Smith ,  and  Vixen ,  to  examine  that  river  farther  up  than 
I  had  been  able  to  do  on  the  previous  occasion.  On  approaching 
Mosquito  Creek  we  saw  a  picket  of  soldiers  who  took  to  their  horses, 
however,  on  our  approach,  and  escaped  into  the  woods,  hastened  per¬ 
haps  in  their  flight  by  a  shot  or  two  which  were  thrown  after  them. 

Continuing  up  the  river,  1  landed  on  Hutchinson’s  Island,  and 
found  that  two  days  before  all  the  negro  houses,  overseer’s  houses,  and 
outbuildings,  together  with  the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned.  The 
attempt  had  at  the  same  time  been  made  to  drive  oft-  the  negroes,  but 
many  had  escaped,  although  some  of  their  number,  they  said,  had 
been  shot  in  attempting  to  do  so.  The  scene  was  one  of  complete 
desolation;  the  smoking  ruins  and  cowering  figures  which  surrounded 
them,  of  those  negroes  who  still  instinctively  clung  to  their  hearth¬ 
stones,  although  there  was  no  longer  there  shelter  for  them,  presented 
a  most  melancholy  sight,  the  impression  of  which  was  made  even 
stronger  by  the  piteous  wailing  of  the  poor  creatures,  a  large  portion 
of  whom  consisted  of  the  old  and  decrepit.  We  were  not  able  to  leave 
until  sometime  after  dark,  and  singular  enough  the  moment  we  were 
fairly  underway,  a  bright  signal  light  was  burned  on  the  very  planta¬ 
tion  we  had  just  quitted,  showing  that  some  of  the  blacks,  for  there 
was  certainly  no  white  man  there,  -were  communicating  the  fact  of  our 
departure.  On  the  following  morning,  with  the  same  vessels,  I  started 
to  explore  the  Coosaw  River,  but  very  soon  after  leaving,  the  Unadilla , 
unfortunately,  was  completely  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  a  maiu 
crosshead,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her  at  anchor  and  continue  on 
with  the  other  two  vessels.  When  oft-  Fort  Heyward,  1  left  the  Isaac 
Smith ,  it  not  being  quite  safe  to  take  so  long  a  vessel  higher  up,  and 
continued  in  the  Vixen  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Beaufort  [Brick¬ 
yard]  Creek,  to  a  place  called  the  Brick- Yards,  where  I  had  been  told 
there  was  either  a  fort  or  a  guard  of  soldiers.  Nothing,  however,  being- 
seen  of  either,  I  anchored  off  a  plantation  belonging  to  Mr.  Bythewood, 
close  by,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information,  as  1  saw  a  great  many 
negroes  there.  On  landing,  I  found  that  a  short  time  previously  the 
cotton  house,  with  its  contents,  had  been  burned,  and  all  of  the 
negroes  that  could  be  caught  had  been  taken  away.  Here  were  large 
numbers  of  those,  however,  who  had  left  Hutchinson’s  Island  after 
their  houses  had  been  burned,  and  who,  with  their  household  effects 
piled  up  about  them,  lined  the  beach.  Some  of  them  begging  to  be 
permitted  to  go  to  Otter  Island,  saying  that  they  had  neither  shelter 
nor  food,  were  taken  back  with  us. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  returned  down  the  river,  reaching  otlr  anchor¬ 
age  off  Fort  Otter  at  sunset,  the  Unadilla  having  been  towed  to  the 
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same  place  by  the  Isaac  Smith,  As  I  did  not  see  that  the  services  of 
the  Pawnee  Avere  any  longer  necessary  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  think¬ 
ing  it  important  to  get  the  Unadilla  as  soon  as  possible  to  a  place  where 
her  engines  could  be  repaired,  I  determined  this  morning  to  tow  that 
vessel  to  Port  Royal  Harbor,  Avhich  I  have  done,  reaching  here  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Vixen  at  half  past  7  this  evening.  In  obedience  to  your 
instructions,  before  leaving  I  transferred  the  charge  of  the  fort  and 
adjacent  Avaters  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  who,  with  the 
Isaac  Smith  and  Dale ,  will  remain  thereuntil  he  receives  further  orders 
from  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

P.  S.— As  about  a  hundred  and  forty  negroes,  most  of  them  in  a  very 
destitute  condition,  had  collected  at  Otter  Island  before  my  departure, 
I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  to  see  that  they  were 
supplied  Avith  food  until  some  disposition  could  be  made  of  them,  or 
until  he  heard  from  you. 

Yery  respectfully,  P.  Drayton. 


Letter  of  Brigadier-  General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag  Officer  Du 
Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  movement  of  troops. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  December  ft,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  send  to-day  some  troops  to  Beaufort,  which  are 
about  starting.  1  think  it  would  be  proper  to  have  a  gunboat  or  two 
there  at  the  first  landing. 

I  also  send  to-day  a  small  force  to  occupy  Tybee  Island,  though  una¬ 
ble  to  send  any  guns  for  the  iutrenchments  just  yet. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Wabash. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  British  ship  Cheshire ,  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off"  Charleston,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant  we  took  as  a 
prize,  about  12  miles  E.  S.  E.  of  Tybee  light,  the  ship  Cheshire  (one  of 
the  vessels  we  have  been  notified  to  look  out  for),  James  Craig,  master, 
of  and  from  Liverpool,  Avith  a  clearance  for  Halifax  or  Nassau,  for 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  of  Savannah. 

When  coming  out  over  Port  Royal  Bar  we  saw  her,  and  as  she  was 
too  far  outside  the  stone  vessels  to  belong  to  them,  and  too  far  to  sea¬ 
ward  to  be  properly  standing  offshore,  with  courses  hauled  up,  as  hers 
were,  we  gave  chase. 
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Her  master  says  be  bad  orders  to  call  oft'  Savannah  and  see  if  tbe 
blockade  was  raised,  and  among  her  papers  is  a  mutilated  letter  to 
that  effect. 

He  pretends  be  bad  been  off  Savannah  since  tbe  morning  of  the  5th, 
waiting  to  communicate  with  one  of  our  skips,  but  tbe  crew  say  she 
stood  seaward  out  of  sight  of  land  on  first  making  it. 

She  bad  on  board  seven  persons  not  mentioned  in  her  papers.  One 
of  them,  Thomas  Stone,  at  first  saitl  be  was  a  passenger  to  Nassau, 
but  afterwards  that  be  was  supercargo'.  He  is  without  doubt  tbe  real 
captain. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  acknowledged  cargo.  A  more  thorough  exami¬ 
nation  than  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  will,  perhaps, 
discover  arms. 

I  towed  her  as  far  as  off  Charleston,  and  thence  sent  her  to  New  York 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Nathan  B.  Heath,  with  a  master’s  mate 
and  10  men. 

The  master  and  most  of  the  crew  of  the  Cheshire  remain  on  board 
this  ship. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  (1.  Parrott, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

December  6,  1861. — Off*  Tybee  Island.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Light  N.  E.  breezes,  with  passing  clouds;  several  steamers  and  sail 
vessels  in  the  offing,  and  a  ship  under  English  colors  with  a  United 
States  steamer  in  chase.  About  12:30  heard  the  report  and  saw  the 
smoke  of  two  guns  discharged  from  the  steamer.  The  strange  sail 
hove  to,  then  clewed  up  and  furled  the  courses,  and  was  taken  in  tow 
by  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Augusta ,  by  an  exchange  of 
numbers  with  the  Alabama,  which  subsequently  passed  within  signal 
distance  on  her  way  to  the  anchorage  off  Tybee  Island.  Learned  after¬ 
wards  that  the  vessel  in  tow  of  the  Augusta  was  the  ship  Cheshire ,  a 
prize.  Vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  at,  the  anchorage, 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Flag ,  Pocahontas ,  Seneca ,  and  this  ship. 

Andrew  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Lanier ,  II.  S. 

Wary ,  regarding  the  towing  of  the  stone  feet  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  Tybee  Roads  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Missroon,  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Savannah ,  for  the  purpose  of  tow¬ 
ing  up  to  this  port  the  vessels  of  the  stone  fleet,  beginning  with  those 
most  disabled. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer,  etc. 

Commander  E.  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  J)u  Font,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Steedman,  U.S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Bienville ,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  St. 

Simon1  s  Sound,  FlagShip  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  Please  proceed  with  all  convenient  dispatch  and  assume  the 
blockade  of  St.  Simon’s  Sound.  You  will  hnd  herewith  some  block 
ading  instructions  modified  in  one  of  the  articles;  also  a  list  of  vesse  s 
to  mil  tli 6  "blockade. 

'  You  are  authorized  to  get  Mr.  Tice  from  the  ^a^as  eoast  pilot. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  since  the  more  effectual  blockade  ot 
Charleston  and  Savannah  that  St.  Simon’s  Sound  is  more  resorted  to 

in  order  to  forward  cargoes  from  Brunswick. 

Please  collect  all  the  information  you  can  in  reference  to  the  coast 
defenses,  the  feelings  of  the  people,  etc. 

Respectfully,  etc,  g  ^  Dc  poNTj 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  C.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  8.  Bienville ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  for  a  reconnoissance  in  Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great 
Oaeechee  rivers,  Georgia. 

J  ’  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  10,  1861. 


Sir:  You  will  please  take  under  your  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa, 
Seneca,  and  Pembina  and  armed  steamer  Henry  Andrew  and  proceed  to 
Ossabaw  Inlet,  where  you  will  undertake  a  reconnoissance  similar  to 
that  made  at  Wassaw,  extending  your  examination,  if  prudent,  into 
Ossabaw  Sound,  up  the  Vernon.  River  so  far  as  to  sight' "\  ernonburg, 
aud  to  a  convenient  distance  up  the  Great  Ogeechee  River. 

You  will  be  guided  in  this  reconnoissance  by  the  instructions  given 
in  the  previous  reconnoissance  to  Wassaw,  to  Commander  Missroon,  to 
whom  you  will  please  report  and  show  these  orders. 

Wishing  you  a  repetition  of  your  former  success, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 


Commander  C.  It.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Isaac 
Smith,  of  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina ,  Decent 
ber  10-12,  1861. 


U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 


St,  Helena  Sound,  December  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements 
since  Commander  Drayton  left  me  in  charge  of  this  place. 

On  the  10th  instant  went  up  the  Ashepoo  as  far  as  the  fort  on  Fen¬ 
wick’s  Island,  taking  with  me  boats  from  the  Dale,  her  marine  guard, 
and  40  men,  with  officers  (also  20  contrabands  with  their  boats  to  get 
potatoes).  Observed  no  change  since  my  previous  visit.  Brought 
down  and  landed  on  Otter  Island  near  the  fort  (which  I  have  named 
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Fort,  Drayton,  after  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee)  a  quantity  of 
lumber,  corn,  a  corn  mill,  two  horses,  one  cart,  and  other  articles,  to 
make  the  contrabands  comfortable.  Three  contrabands  came  in  during 
the  day,  reporting  the  rebels  to  be  obstructing  the  river  about  10  miles 
above  where  we  had  been.  Sent  them  on  the  island.  On  the  11th 
instant,  discovering  two  vessels  outside,  stood  out  to  ascertain  their 
character;  finding  them  transports  with  troops  to  garrison  this  place, 
stood  back  to  the  anchorage  and  made  all  preparations  for  turning  Fort 
Drayton  over  to  the  army.  At  4  o’clock,  the  hour  agreed  upon,  1  went 
ashore  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  and  several  officers  from 
each  vessel,  and  formally  turned  over  Fort  Drayton,  with  all  the  prop¬ 
erty,  contrabands,  etc.,  to  Colonel  Welsh,  the  commanding  officer  of 
army,  my  men  marching  out  of  the  fort  as  his  men  marched  in.  On  the 
12th  instant,  again  went  up  the  Ashepoo,  taking  the  marines  of  the 
Dale ,  and  having  Colonel  Welsh  of  the  army  and  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Truxtun  as  passengers.  Landed  the  party  at  Fenwick’s  Island 
Fort  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  and  when  finished  stood  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Mosquito  Creek.  Seeing  a  picket  of  several  mounted  men  at  a 
house,  which,  on  a  previous  visit  I  had  discovered  to  be  their  head¬ 
quarters,  I  tired  at  them  once  with  a  rilled  shot  and  again  with  an  VIII 
inch  shell,  thus  driving  them  to  the  woods.  I  landed  the  Dale’s  marines 
and  then  went  on  shore  and  burned  their  quarters.  Proceeded  back 
to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieu  tenant ,  Com  m  a  tiding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline  near  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s 
River ,  Florida ,  December  11,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  20 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  lltli 
instant  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  Commander  C.  Steedman,  when  cruising 
off  the  Florida  coast,  chased  two  schooners  off  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s 
Fiver,  captured  one,  and  drove  the  other  into  the  breakers. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline ,  the  name 
of  the  prize,  she  was  found  deserted  by  her  crew,  who  had  escaped  to 

the  other  vessel.  . 

The  papers  on  board  consisted  of  her  register,  clearance,  manifest, 
sundry  newspapers,  and  of  letters  directed,  some  of  them,  to  Key  West, 
but  mostly  to  Nassau. 

The  letters  directed  to  Key  West  I  purpose  to  send  to  the  authorities 
there,  to  enable  them  to  know  who  are  the  correspondents  of  the  rebels 
in  that  place.  The  others  I  enclose  to  the  Department. 

The  Sarah  and  Caroline  was  brought  into  this  port  by  a  prize  crew, 
and  I  directed  a  board  of  officers  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  her  cargo,  and  to  ascertain  her  seaworthiness. 

Their  report  is  enclosed,  wherein  they  decide  against  the  feasibility 
of  sending  her  north  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

1  have  therefore  shipped  her  cargo,  consisting  of  60  barrels  of  tur¬ 
pentine,  on  board  the  brig  Belle  of  the  Bay ,  Holloway,  master  (as  per 
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triplicate  bill  of  lading  enclosed),  bound  to  New  York,  and  consign  the 
same  to  the  judge  of  the  (J.  S.  district  court  or  to  the  1  k  S.  prize  commis¬ 
sioners,  city  of  New  York,  to  whom  were  enclosed  the  register,  clear¬ 
ance,  and  manifest  of  the  prize,  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  her  capture,  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers,  and 

duplicate  bill  of  lading.  . 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  request  the  Department  to  send 
me  a  copy  of  the  Blue  Book  giving  the  names  of  the  civil  officials  v\ ltli 
whom  in  cases  similar  to  the  present  I  may  have  to  communicate. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

At  Sea ,  December  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th, 
in  running  down  the  land  to  the  southward,  two  sails  were  discovered. 

I  immediately  gave  chase  and  succeeded  in  capturing  one  of  them,  a 
pilot-boat  schooner,  named  the  Sarah  and  Caroline ,  of  Jacksonville, 
Charles  Brown,  master.  The  other  one  I  drove  into  the  breakers  at 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s  River. 

AVlien  the  Sarah  and  Caroline  was  taken  possession  of  by  our  boats 
they  found  that  the  crew  had  deserted  her  and  gone  on  board  the  other 
schooner.  Owing  to  night  fast  approaching  and  the  extreme  danger 
of  swamping  our  boats,  Lieutenant  Benham  did  not  consider  it  prudent 
to  attempt  boarding  her  and  getting  the  crews  oft.  She  was  therefore 
left  for  the  night.  It  was  my  intention  to  send  my  boats  early  in  the 
morning  and  see  what  could  be  done,  if  she  had  not  gone  to  pieces, 
but  during  the  night  a  severe  northeast  blow  came  on,  obliging  me  to 
weigh  anchor  and  keep  oft  the  land. 

I  herewith  send  you  her  register,  clearance,  bill  ot  lading,  and  also 
some  newspapers  and  letters.  She  has  a  cargo  of  GO  barrels  turpen¬ 
tine  and  was  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence.  The  only  colors 
found  on  board  were  two  American  flags. 

I  thought  proper  to  opeu  some  of  the  letters  addressed  to  parties  in 
Nassau,  in  hopes  I  might  obtain  information  which  would  assist  me 
more  effectually  in  harrying  on  the  blockade  in  this  quarter,  but  you 
will  perceive  that  the  information  is  very  meager.  1  am,  however,  sat¬ 
isfied  that  since  the  capture  of  Beaufort  and  Tybee  most  of  the  attempts 
will  be  made  to  run  cargoes  south  of  Sapelo.  I  shall  therefore  (until 
another  vessel  joins  me)  keep  constantly  moving  between  St.  Simon’s 
and  St.  John’s,  occasionally  running  a  few  miles  to  the  southward  of 
the  latter  place.  By  doing  this,  I  think  I  shall  be  more  likely  to  make 
captures  than  if  I  were  to  keep  constantly  in  sight  of  St.  Simon’s. 

In  passing  Nassau  on  the  chase  a  small  battery  developed  itself  by 
firing  one  gun  at  me  at  very  long  range. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  please  send  to  me  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  occurs  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edward  Sheffield  and  the 
four  men  under  his  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Jhas.  Steedman, 

Commander . 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief,  etc.,  U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash,  Port  Royal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
extract  of  letter  seized  on  the  prize  schooner. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  2 ,  1861  [2]. 

Sir:  I  send  for  your  information  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
seized  with  others  on  the  prize  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Extract.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November  27,  1861. 

Dear  Mother:  I  send  this  by  a  vessel  that  will  leave  this  place 
for  one  of  the  Bahama  isles.  By  the  way,  there  has  quite  a  little  trade 
sprung  up  between  this  place  and  the  same  island.  We  get  butter, 
apples,  salt,  etc.,  in  exchange  for  turpentine,  rosin,  etc.  But  don’t 
blab,  for  if  Seward  should  hear  of  it  he  would  put  Lincoln  up  to  send 
a  blockading  vessel  to  stop  it. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  St. 

Simon's  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  to  the 
blockade  of  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  communicating  with  Commander  Steed- 
man  in  the  Bienville ,  and  arranging  with  him  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
effectually  blockading  that  place  and  contiguous  ones. 

Enclosed  you  will  liud  an  order  to  accompany  General  Orders,  No.  1; 
also  a  modification  of  the  blockading  instructions  and  a  list  of  sus 
pected  vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reconnaissance 
in  Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  the  further  prosecution  of  my  examination  of  the  inlets  and 
sounds  of  the  coast  of  Georgia,  I  directed  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers 
to  take  under  his  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Stevens;  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the 
Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  together  with  the  armed 
steamer  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  Mather,  and  to  proceed  to 
Ossabaw,  where  he  was  to  inform  himself  as  accurately  as  possible  of 
the  state  of  things  in  the  inlet  and  sound  and  in  the  Yernon  and  Great 
Ogeechee  rivers. 
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It  appears  that  there  are  no  batteries  on  Ossabaw  Island,  aor  in  the 
Great  Ogeeeliee,  up  which  river  he  ascended  as  far  as  Morrell  s  lanta 

tinn  which  ho  found  abandoned.  , 

There  is  a  fort,  advantageously  placed  and  well  protected  by  mars  es 
on  the  side  of  the  land,  situated  on  the  eastern  end  of  Green  Island 
It  now  mounts  eight  guns,  and  is  not  yet  completed.  It  commands  not 
only  Vernon  River,  but  the  Little  Ogeechee,  Hell  Gate  the  passage 
from  Vernon  River  into  the  Great  Ogeechee,  and  even  the  channel  ol 

the  latter  river. 

Commander  Rodgers’s  report  is  herewith  enclosed.  _ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  II  asliington. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  12, 1861. 
Sir:  I  left  Tybee  Roads  before  daylight  yesterday  morning— with 
the  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Henry  Andrew — and  crossed  the  bar 

at  Ossabaw  soon  after  8  o’clock.  _ 

Entering  and  passing  up  Vernon  River,  we  discovered  on  the  eastern 
end  of  Green  Island  a  fort  mounting  eight  guns,  apparently  ot  heavy 

caliber.  „  ,  . 

Near  it  is  an  encampment,  where  we  saw  about  seventy-five  tents. 
There  was  a  barrack  near  the  fort,  and  another  building  was  in  process 
of  erection.  I  think  the  work  is  not  yet  completed. 

The  fort  is  advantageously  placed,  and  its  approaches  landward  are 
well  protected  by  marshes.  It  has  three  faces,  upon  two  of  which  guns 
are  mounted.  It  commands  not  only  Vernon  River,  but  the  Little 
Ogeechee  and  Hell  Gate,  the  passage  from  Vernon  River  into  the  Great 
Ogeechee.  Its  long-range  guns  will  also  reach  the  channel  ot  the 
Great  Ogeechee. 

We  were  exactly  2  nautical  miles  from  the  tort,  and  alter  observing 
it  carefully,  we  steamed  down  the  river. 

When  the  Seneca ,  the  second  vessel  of  the  line,  had  turned,  a  well- 
directed  shot  was  iired  at  her,  apparently  from  a  rifled  cannon,  which 
fell  not  more  than  200  yards  astern  of  her. 

A  shot  was  also  fired  at  the  Pembina,  apparently  from  a  heavy 
smoothbore  gun,  which  fell  much  short. 

We  did  not  fire  from  the  vessels,  being  at  too  long  range  for  effective 
practice.  Nor  was  I  willing  that  our  simple  reconnoissauce  should  be 
reported,  for  the  comfort  of  the  enemy,  as  an  engagement  and  repulse. 

Passing  again  into  Ossabaw  Sound,  we  entered  the  Great  Ogeechee 
and  steamed  up  it  about  4  miles  to  Morrell’s  Plantation  and  Ossabaw 
Island,  where  I  landed,  but  found  it  abandoned. 

There  are  no  batteries  on  Ossabaw  Island  for  the  defense  of  the 

sound. 

I  saw  Vernonburg,  but  could  observe  no  battery,  save  the  one  on 
Green  Island. 

We  saw  over  the  land  two  or  three  schooners  at  the  head  of  Wassaw 
Sound,  which  had  probably  passed  from  Ossabaw  through  theRomerly 
JVX  till's  l)  6S. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenants  Oommanding  Stevens,  Ammen,  and 
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Bankhead,  and  Acting  Master  Commanding  Mather  for  very  hearty 
cooperation. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  Godfrey,  showed  much  skill,  though  he  had  never 
before  been  in  Vernon  River. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  accompanied  us,  and  by  his  famil¬ 
iarity  with  the  topography  of  the  country,  rendered  me  much  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Barnes  and  Acting  Master  Preston,  of  the  Wabash ,  at  the 
mastheads  with  good  glasses,  carefully  observed  the  shores,  and  were 
always  on  the  alert. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  ship  Admiral ,  December  12 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (7.,  December  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  Saturday 
last  I  sent  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  the  prize  ship  Admiral ,  under 
charge  of  Acting  Master  John  E.  Rockwell,  of  this  ship,  and  ten  men 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama.  The  crew  of  the  prize  will  be  sent  in  the 
Atlantic  to-day. 

The  Admiral  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Commander 
Lanier,  on  the  12th  instant,  about  12  miles  to  the  southward  of  Tybee. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  received 
this  a.  m.  off  Port  Royal  Bar,  at  1  o’clock  p.  m.  I  proceeded  south. 

About  12  or  14  miles  to  the  southward  of  Tybee  I  discovered  a  large 
ship  standing  to  the  westward  on  the  wind.  I  chased  her,  brought  her 
to,  and  on  examination  of  her  papers  found  her  to  be  the  ship  Admiral, 
cleared  from  Liverpool  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  12tli  September, 

1861.  . 

Among  his  papers  is  a  contract  to  deliver  his  cargo,  consisting  ot 
J76i  tons  salt,  in  bags,  also  242  coal,  etc.,  at  Savannah. 

Believing  this  ship  is  a  lawful  prize,  1  trust  my  deviation  from  your 
orders  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans¬ 
mitting  clipping  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post  regarding  evasions  of 

blockade. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  December  12 ,  1861. 

Str:  In  confirmation  of  the  information  communicated  to  this  De¬ 
partment  by  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  m  a  dmpatch,  ot 
which  a  copy  has  been  transmitted  to  you  with  my  letter  of  this  date, 
respecting  the  evading  of  the  blockade  by  vessels  of  the  insurgent 
States,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a  printed  slip  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  of  yesterday,  exhibiting  the  manner  in  which  such 

vessels  escape  observation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Unstopped  rat  holes— Curious  statement  of  an  English  traveler  in  the  South. 

We  find  in  an  English  paper  some  accounts  of  a  remarkable  letter 
said  to  have  recently  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Daily  Review,  from  a 
South  Carolina  correspondent  of  that  paper.  The  correspondent  writes 
from  Charleston,  and,  says  the  Examiner,  from  which  we  quote- 

draws  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  stagnation  in  that  once  busy  harbor.  But,  at  t'10 
same  time,  he  gives  us  an  idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
Palmetto  State  contrive  to  mitigate,  in  some  degree,  the  inconveniences  of  the  block¬ 
ade  He  tells  how,  under  the  guidance  of  a  friendly  cotton  planter  he  made  a  night 
iourney  to  a  point  on  the  coast,  of  which  he  only  indicates  the  position,  hut  which 
can  be  no  other  than  the  Bull’s  Bay  named  by  the  New  York  papers  as  the  probable 
destination  of  the  powerful  squadron  of  war  vessels  and  transports  that  has  lately 

sailed  for  Southern  waters.  .  ,  ... 

Embarking  with  the  mystery  of  a  conspirator  on  board  a  small  steam  tug  laden  w  ltn 
the  most  explosive  and  combustible  goods,  this  witness  for  the  press  is  carried  down 
the  dreary  estuary  of  the  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers,  passing  a  few  dark  and  rakish 
orivateers  and  one  or  two  unfinished  ships  intended  for  the  Confederate  Ravy. 
Steaming  boldly  for  the  open  sea,  he  and  his  friend  glide  by  Forts  Sumter  and  Moul¬ 
trie  which,  together  with  the  new  earthworks  and  batteries  on  shore,  appear  to 
make  of  Charleston  a  miniature  Cronstadt.  Creeping  along  the  coast  with  then- 
hearts  ill  at  ease,  for  the  lights  of  the  blockading  frigate  shine  at  no  great  distance, 
and  the  breakers  are  unpleasantly  near,  the  adventurous  voyagers  at  length  get  into 
quiet  water  in  a  narrow  sound  between  a  low  reedy  islet  and  the  mainland.  I  hey 
make  but  slow  progress,  for  the  tug  has  a  couple  of  scows  in  towwith  heavy  cargoes  of 
cotton  and  turpentine,  and  the  channel  being  of  no  great  depth  these  are  constantly 
sticking  hard  and  fast  upon  sand  banks.  .  ,  ,  ,, 

There  shoot  forth,  however,  from  secluded  creeks  and  inlets  lurking  boats  by  the 
aid  of  which  the  tug  is  sent  forward  before  the  unfriendly  dawn  can  reveal  her  posi¬ 
tion  to  the  Federal  man-of-war.  The  little  expedition  thus  reaches  in  safety  the 
secluded  spot  where  the  unconquerable  genius  of  trade  has  opened  a  new  outlet  for 
the  produce  of  the  South.  The  scene  is  thus  described: 

“It  wasbroad  daylight  when  we  emerged  from  this  reed- fringed  creek  upon  a  space 
of  open  water,  skirted  by  broad  rice  fields  dotted  here  and  there  with  square  anti¬ 
quated  houses  and  contiguous  collections  of  negro  huts.  But  rebellion  had  made  this 
quiet  bay  a  busy  focus  of  industry,  and  as  we  panted  up  to  anew  wharf  along  and 
near  which  twenty-six  vessels  were  lying,  and  I  saw  the  desperate  traffic  carried  on 
in  utter  defiance  of  the  blockade,  I  gave  the  Southerners  credit  for  greater  energy 
than  1  had  believed  possible.  Among  the  ships  I  observed  the  notorious  privateer 
Sumter  which  had  arrived  the  day  before  with  a  prize  laden  with  valuable  silks 
and  wines,  two  other  privateers  and  a  captured  Boston  clipper,  which  was  being  cut 
down  and  pierced  for  guns.  The  other  vessels  were  either  prizes  or  merchantmen 
owned  in  Liverpool  or  New  York,  which,  having  brought  in  cargoes  of  foreign  goods 
and  munitions  of  war,  were  being  loaded  with  rice,  cotton,  and  turpentine.  Nearly 
all  the  cotton,  it  was  stated,  would  find  its  way  to  Kew  England.  Five  ships,  I  was 
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told,  had  sailed  during  the  night.  It  was  from  this  harbor  that  Mr.  Slidell  and  his 
friends  sailed  for  Cuba  on  their  way  to  Europe,  and  until  its  whereabouts  is  discov¬ 
ered  and  the  mouths  of  these  inlets  effectually  closed  With  stone,  or  sunk  lighters  the 
blockade  is  a  mere  sham  and  the  trade  with  Charleston  virtually  open.” 

In  the  course  of  a  tour  through  the  adjoining  States  the  special  correspondent 
found  other  ports  where  a  thriving  import  and  export  business  appeared  to  he  carried 
on  without  the  slightest  concealment  or  chance  of  interruption.  At  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  no  hostile  squardon  had  ever  troubled  the  repose  of  the  prosperous  and  con¬ 
tented  merchants,  the  embouchure  of  Cape  Fear  River  having  apparently  been  over¬ 
looked  by  the  official  geographers  of  Washington. 


Letter  f  rom  the  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  transmitting  a  sketch  of  places  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina . 
and  Georgia  in  possession  of  the  United.  States. 


Coast  Survey  Office, 

Washington ,  December ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  With  this  I  send  a  copy  of  a  geographical  sketch*  pre¬ 
pared  by  Assistant  C.  O.  Boutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  whose  services 
have  been  so  distinguished  at  Port  Royal  and  the  vicinity,  giving  the 
chief  localities  of  operations  between  St.  Helena,  S.  C.,  and  Tybee,  Ga. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Baohe, 

Superintendent. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  for i card¬ 
ing  information  regarding  the  blockade  runner  Isabel. 

Navy  Department,  December  13, 1861. 
Sir:  The  following  extract  from  an  intercepted  letter,  dated  Charles¬ 
ton,  November  13,  1861,  is  submitted  for  your  information: 

I  have  just  written  you  by  the  Isabel,  a  steamer  which  will  attempt  to  run  the 


*This  map  is  omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish,  hut  upon  it  is  shown  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  places  in  possession  of  the  United  States  forces,  December  12, 1861,  as  follows : 

1.  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  Port  Royal,  taken  in  naval  action,  November  7, 
1861. 

2.  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  occupied  by  naval  forces,  November  9,  1861,  and  by  army  forces, 
December  7,  1861. 

3.  Battery  at  Braddock's  Point,  on  southeastern  extremity  of  Hilton  Head  Island, 
seized  by  the  Army  November  8,  1861. 

4.  Battery  on  northeastern  extremity  of  Tybee  Island,  seized  by  the  Navy  No¬ 
vember  24,  1861. 

5.  Fort  on  southeastern  extremity  of  Otter  Island,  St.  Helena  Sound,  seized  by  the 
Navy  November  25,  1861. 

6.  Fort  at  Sam’s  Point,  in  Coosaw  River,  at  northeastern  extremity  of  Ladies’ 
Island,  seized  by  the  Navy  November  25,  1861. 

7.  Fort,  on  Fenwick’s  Island,  on  left  bank  of  Ashepoo  River,  and  about  2  miles 
from  mouth. 

8.  Battery  on  northeastern  extremity  of  Great  Wassaw  Island,  Wassaw  Sound, 
seized  by  the  Navy  December  5,  1861. 

9.  Port  Royal  Island,  occupied  by  the  Army  December  7,  1861. 

There  are  also  shown  Confederate  forts,  as  follows: 

Confederate  fort  on  right  bank  of  Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  at  “Red  Flouse,” 
and  about  2  miles  from  mouth,  reconnoitered  by  the  Navy  December  5,  1861. 

Confederate  fort  on  left  bank  of  Vernon  River,  Georgia,  near  mouth  of  Little 
Ogeechee  River,  reconnoitered  by  the  Navy  December  11,  1861. 

Fort  Pulaski,  at  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  and  Fort  Jackson,  near  Savannah. 

—Compilers. 
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blockade  on  Friday,  but  there  is  also  a  Spanish  vessel  which  will  leave  the  port  of 
Georgetown,  [S.  C.],  this  week,  and  I  shall  send  a  lew  lines  by  hei  also. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc,  Gideon  Welles> 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  Du  Pont,  ,  v  ,  ,,  r 

Comdg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bn  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  collection  of 

abandoned  cotton. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  13,  1861. 

Sir.'  In  one  of  my  previous  letters  I  informed  the  Department  that 
I  intended  to  collect  the  cotton  -in  this  vicinity  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  owners,  and  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  munition 

°f  I  proceeded  so  far  as  to  procure  the  employment  of  some  intelligent 
negroes  in  ginning  the  new  cotton,  and  to  collect  a  few  bales  ot  the  old, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  unginned  cotton  in  bulk.  But  I  very  soou  dis¬ 
covered  that  there  existed  two  objections  to  the  further  prosecution  ot 
mv  purpose  which  I  had  not  foreseen.  One  was  the  peril  to  which  it 
exposed  the  unfortunate  negroes,  and  the  other  the  time  and  labor 
consumed  in  the  operation — enough  to  interfere  with  the  military 

movements  of  the  squadron.  .  „  , , 

Most  of  the  bales  collected  are  reserved  for  the  protection  ot  the 
Paivnee's  machinery.  The  remainder,  with  the  loose  cotton,  is  sent 
home  in  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart ,  A.  H.  Gain,  master  (consigned  to 
the  navy  agent  in  Philadelphia  as  per  bill  ot  lading  enclosed),  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Port ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Cillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in  Tybee  Roads. 

FLAGsHir  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  13,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  proceed  to  Tybee  Roads  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Missroon  for  blockading  duty  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  P<  >NT, 

Flag  Officer,  etc. 


Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  8.  Fain/,  to  Commander  Missroon , 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  United  States  vessels  in  Tybee  Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  13, 1861. 
Sir:  1  have  directed  Commander  Gillis  to  report  to  you  on  the  sloop 
Seminole  for  blockading  duty,  and  you  will  please  send  to  Port  Royal 
Harbor  the  Flag  and  the  Pocahontas. 

I  recommend  that  you  send  the  Seminole  to  sea  when  vessels  appear 
in  the  offing  without  giving  an  account  of  themselves. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

U.  S.  Shi})  Savannah,  Tybee  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Budd,  U.'S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off  North  Fdisto. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  off  North  Edisto 
and  assume  the  blockade  of  that  place. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 

U.  8.  8.  Penguin ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 

Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  British  schooner  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Navy  Department,  December  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  communicated  to  this  Department  on  the  12th 
instant  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana,  in  relation  to  the  English 
schooner  Parliament,  reported  to  have  run  the  blockade  at  Savannah 
and  to  have  taken  in  a  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  at  Havana  for  some 
Southern  port.  1  also  submit  for  your  information  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  written  at  Cardenas,  November  3: 

Tli ere  is  a  schooner  here  called  the  E.  J.  Waterman ,  ol  and  Irom  Charleston,  S.  C., 
that  has  run  the  blockade  seven  times.  She  came  here  consigned  to  the  American 
vice-consul,  who  sold  her  cargo,  which  consisted  of  rice,  etc.  I  expect  that  he  has 
bought  her  return  cargo,  as  she  has  commenced  taking  on  sugar  and  molasses.  She 
flies°the  rebel  flag  as  hold  as  we  can  ours. 

She  is  going  to  try  to  get  back  into  Charleston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Sami.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 
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[Enclosure — Extract.] 


U.  S.  Consulate-General  in  Cuba, 

Havana ,  November  27, 1861. 


Tlie  English  schooner  Parliament ,  lately  an  American  vessel,  which 
ran  the  blockade  at  Savannah,  as  before  reported,  is  now  loaded  and 
ready  to  sail  with  a  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  for  some  Southern  port. 
Mr.  Crawford  has  stated  that  he  has  requested  from  the  British  admiral 
on  this  station  a  man-of-war  to  convoy  this  vessel  beyond  the  reach 
of  American  steamers  of  war,  supposed  to  be  in  the  waters  of  this 
vicinity.  I  am  informed  also  to-day  that  the  English  schooner  Eugenia 
Smith,  Captain  Smith,  of  Np-w  York,  with  munitions  ot  war,  etc.,  is  dis¬ 
patched  for  Matamoras  by  the  British  consul  himself,  accompanied  by 
a  request  to  the  authorities  of  this  port  that  her  manifest  be  kept  from 
the  public. 

These  two  last  circumstances  do  not  reach  me  from  official  sources, 
but  I  do  not  doubt  their  truth.  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 


Consul-General. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Hu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  proposing  a  reeonnoissance  in' Broad  River. 


Port  Royal,  Hecemher  15,  1861. 

Commodore:  Will  any  one  of  your  gunboats  be  so  disengaged 
to-morrow  as  to  be  able  to  run  up  Broad  River  to  examine  the  entrance 
into  the  river  leading  up  to  Port  Royal  Ferry  ?  If  any  oue  could  go  by 
9  o’clock,  I  would  like  to  accompany  it. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction  of 
a  schooner,  Hecemher  15, 1861,  off  St.  Andrews. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  24, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  C.  Steedinan,  of  the 
Bienville,  on  the  15th  of  December  last,  drove  on  shore  and  subse¬ 
quently  set  on  fire  a  schooner  off  St.  Andrews,  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade,  loaded  with  coffee,  cigars,  blankets,  shoes,  etc.  She  was  from 
Havana. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Ringgold ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Sabine ,  to  proceed  to  New  York  for 
repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  17,  1861. 
Sir:  On  account  of  the  great  toil  and  exposure  to  which  your  crew 
would  be  necessarily  subjected  in  obtaining  water  for  your  ship  from 
the  wells  on  shore,  and  of  the  injuries  to  your  vessel,  sustained  in 
rescuing  the  officers  and  men  of  the  marine  battalion  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Governor,  I  have  concluded  to  send  the  Sabine  north. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  Yew  York,  cruising  on  the  way,  and 
upon  your  arrival  there  you  will  please  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  H. 
Paulding,  commanding  the  U.  S.  naval  station,  Yew  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine ,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  stations  of  certain  vessels  for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready,  please  proceed  with  the  Susquehanna 
under  your  command  and  assume  the  blockade  of  St.  Simon’s,  remain¬ 
ing  underway  or  at  anchor  as  you  may  deem  best.  Many  vessels  are 
expected  from  England  just  now  to  run  the  blockade  somewhere  on 
the  coast,  and  St.  Simon’s  may  be  resorted  to. 

You  will  please  direct  Commander  Steedman,  in  the  Bienville ,  to 
cover  Fernandina,  and  Commander  Lanier,  in  the  Alabama,  to  cover 
Wassaw  and  Ossabaw  inlets.  The  first  is  now  the  only  access  to 
Savannah  with  deepwater;  the  latter  will  also  admit  vessels  which 
can  transmit  their  cargoes  to  Savannah. 

Please  collect  any  information  you  can,  should  the  opportunity  offer, 
as  to  the  condition  and  defenses  of  any  portion  of  the  coast. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Reconnoissance  in  North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina , 

December  17-21 ,  1861. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  the  Seneca  with  your  command  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  an  examination  of  South  Edisto,  Yorth  Edisto,  and 
Stono  inlets. 
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Tlie,  object  of  this  examination  is  to  ascertain  liow  far  the  entrance 
to  these  inlets  is  guarded,  but  in  doing  this  you  will  avoid  an  engage¬ 
ment,  and  not  go  farther  than  is  necessary  to  draw  the  lire  of  the 
enemy  and  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force. 

Any  information  you  may  be  able  to  collect  at  Stono,  either  in 
regard  to  strength  of  the  enemy  in  batteries  or  otherwise,  or  in  regard 
to^the  landing  of  troops,  will  be  very  valuable. 

As  spoil  as  this  duty  is  performed,  you  will  please  return  to  this  place 
to  make  a  report  of  your  proceedings. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J  1  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flan- Officer,  etc. 


Commander  P.  Drayton, 

XI.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

p.  s. — The  last  order  in  closing  paragraph  so  far  modified  that  you 
will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  Bar  before  returning  to  Port  ltoyal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  report  by 
Commander  Drayton  of  a  reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  Biver  and 
the  adjacent  waters.  He  discovered  a  fort  there,  consisting  of  two 
redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connected  by  a  curtain  and  protected  in 
the  rear  by  palisades  formed  of  thick  plank. 

The  cotton  houses  and  outbuildings  were  set  on  fire  on  his  approach. 
Hearing  that  there  were  500  of  the  enemy  at  Bockville,  [S.  C.],  a  small 
town  in  the  vicinity,  he  advanced  upon  them,  and  found  that  the 
encampment,  which  had  been  occupied  some  four  months  was  deserted 
a  few  hours  before  his  arrival  in  such  haste  that  the  soldiers  had 
taken  only  their  arms,  leaving  their  camp  equipage  and  provisions 
behind  them. 

Captain  Drayton  took  on  board  the  tents  and  provisions  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  cotton.  He  left  the  Penguin ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  in 
possession  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Drayton  next  entered  the  South  Edisto,  where  he  found 
similar  fortifications  deserted  and  destroyed.  He  also  communicated 
with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  who  reported  that  everything 
was  quiet  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  the  fort  there  was  being  rapidly 
repaired  and  put  in  a  state  of  defense.  Captain  Drayton  brought  in 
two  prisoners. 

The  cotton  taken  by  Captain  Draytou  I  have  shipped  on  board  the 
coal  schooner  M.  A.  Schindler,  Ireland,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia, 
consigned  to  James  S.  Chambers,  navy  agent  (as  per  bill  of  lading 
enclosed),  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Department. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  14tli  instant,  I  left  this  har¬ 
bor  at  daylight  of  the  l(ith,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  and  Coast  Survey  steamer  Vixen, 
Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle,  but  at  the  bar  found  that  the  heavy  northeaster 
which  was  blowing  had  raised  such  a  sea  as  to  render  it  out  of  the 
question  to  attempt  entering  the  rivers  which  I  was  directed  to  exam¬ 
ine.  I  therefore  returned  to  my  anchorage,  which  I  left  a  second  time, 
however,  on  the  following  morning,  and  reached  the  North  Edisto  at  2 
o’clock.  Shortly  after  I  crossed  the  bar  with  the  Seneca ,  piloted  in  by 
Captain  Boutelle  in  the  Vixen,  which  vessel  he,  however,  left  when  we 
were  inside  for  the  Pawnee,  his  vessel  remaining  astern  of  us.  At  this 
time  we  could  plainly  perceive  fortifications  ahead,  on  Edisto  Islaud, 
distant  a  mile  and  a  half.  As  it  was  reported  to  me  that  they  were 
filled  with  men,  I  commenced  firing  slowly  from  my  bow  gnus,  as  did 
the  Seneca,  but  receiving  no  answer  soon  ceased,  and  running  by  the 
batteries,  anchored  in  the  North  Edisto  River.  On  landing  I  found  the 
fort,  which  was  entirely  deserted,  to  consist  of  two  redoubts  for  five 
guns  each,  connected  by  a  long  curtain,  and  protected  in  the  rear  by  a 
double  fence  of  thick  plank,  with  earth  between  and  loopholed.  The 
guns,  as  the  negroes  informed  me,  had  been  all  removed  toward 
Charleston  some  weeks  back. 

While  1  was  making  this  examination,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen-  had  proceeded  up  the  river  for  about  5  miles,  the  effect  of 
which  was  immediately  apparent  in  the  firing  of  cotton  houses  and  out¬ 
buildings.  As  during  the  night  some  negroes  came  on  board  and 
informed  us  that  at  the  small  town  of  Kockville,  which  was  in  full  sight, 
was  a  large  encampment  of  soldiers,  at  least  500,  and  Captain  Boutelle 
offering  to  go  up  the  creek  on  which  it  was,  I  determined  to  make  them 
a  visit  in  the  Vixen,  and  at  daylight  of  the  17th  went  on  board  of  that 
vessel  for  the  purpose,  taking  with  me  the  marines  and  boats  of  the 
Paicnee  and  Seneca,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Snell.  Owing  to 
our  running  ashore,  we  did  not  reach  the  town  until  near  8  o’clock,  a 
little  above  which  was  a  sloop  laden  with  cotton  and  provisions,  which 
I  took  possession  of  and  had  towed  alongside.  There  being  still  no 
si<nis  of  life  on  shore,  I  landed  with  about  50  men  to  reconnoiter,  and 
was  soon  satisfied  that  the  troops  had  left,  as  the  first  thing  seen  was 
the  negroes  pillaging  a  building  in  which  was  a  large  quantity  ot^  com¬ 
missariat  stores,  consisting  of  rice,  sugar,  bacon,  corn,  etc.  Ihis  I 
stopped  at  once  and  had  what  remained  removed  to  the  Vixen.  Being 
then  informed  that  the  camp,  which  was  a  mile  from  the  water,  was 
entirely  deserted,  I  went  there,  but  although,  so  far  as  I  could  learn, 
the  troops  had  left  at  daylight,  and  it  was  then  only  a  little  after  8, 
the  negroes,  whom  I  found  as  busy  as  bees,  had  removed  the  most 
valuable  part  of  what  had  been  left,  which  was  nearly  everything 
excepting  their  arms.  The  encampment  was  a  large  one,  had  been 
occupied  for  many  months,  aud  its  late  tenants  had  been  evidently  m  the 
possession  of  every  comfort.  I  removed  to  the  boats  forty  Sibley  and 
four  ordinary  tents,  besides  a  quantity  of  articles  of  no  particular  value 
which  were  lyiug  about,  aud  found  at  a  neighboring  house,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  used  as  headquarters,  a  Confederate  flag.  Having 
pretty  well  cleared  the  ground  of  what  was  worth  removing,  and  being 
desirous  of  examining  above,  l  left  at  2  o’clock,  and  proceeding  up  the 
river  with  the  Vixen,  not  liking,  to  trust  the  Pawnee  in  so  narrow  a 


406  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

channel,  came  on  the  Seneca ,  which  had  started  at  9  o’clock  to  explore, 
fast  on  a  mud  bank.  We  remained  by  her  until  9  o’clock,  but  found  it 
impossible  to  pull  her  off,  owing  to  the  night  tide  not  being  as  high  as 
the  morning  one.  While  lying  here,  however,  I  sent  the  boats  and 
burned  a  sloop  which  had  run  ashore  some  distance  beyond,  whi  e 
attempting  to  escape  from  the  Seneca ,  and  which  could  not  be  got 
afloat.  The  Vixen  afterwards  returned  for  the  night  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  Pawnee ,  but  went  back  at  daylight  of  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  with  a  party  of  men  and  boats  from  this  vessel  to  lighten  the 
Seneca ,  which  vessel  was  got  off  at  high  tide.  While  the  Vixen  was 
running  up  the  river  for  this  purpose  she  came  on  a  small  sloop  laden 
with  cotton,  from  which  two  white  men  were  taken,  whom  I  now  have 
on  board  as  prisoners. 

As  in  the  meantime  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  all  m  a  great 
state  of  alarm,  had  collected  on  board  of  the  different  vessels,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  land  them  on  the  point  and  call  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  which 
was  cruising  off  tlie  port,  and  to  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ludd 
in  charge  of  the  river,  after  my  departure,  until  lie  could  hear  from  you. 
Captain  Boutelle  was  kind  enough  to  go  out  in  the  Vixen  and  pilot 
the  Penguin  in  to  her  anchorage  off  the  fort,  where  she  now  is.  On 
the  morning  of  the  19th  I  ran  down  to  the  South  Edisto,  and  leaving  the 
Pawnee  and  Seneca  at  the  bar,  went  in  with  the  1  ixen.  I  found  the 
fortifications,  which  are  on  Edisto  Island,  entirely  deserted  and  partly 
destroyed.  They  consist  of  two  redoubts,  which  had  mounted,  so  far 
as  I  could, judge,  four  guns  each,  but  the  guns  had  been  removed. .  The 
Pale ,  being  in  sight  across  Otter  Island,  in  the  Ashepoo,  I  made  signal 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  pulled  over  with  four  boats.  He 
reported  that  everything  was  quiet  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  anchor¬ 
age,  and  that  the  fort  on  Otter  Island  was  rapidly  being  placed  in  a 
state  of  defense.  Up  to  the  present  time,  although  they  had  been  in 
sight  of  the  South  Edisto  forts,  where  we  were  lying,  they  had  not  yet 
landed  there.  Having  finished  my  examination  of  the  South  Edisto,  I 
returned  to  the  Pawnee  and  stood  north,  with  the  intention  of  lying  off 
Stono  for  the  night;  but  as  the  weather  looked  threatening,  and  the 
Vixen  was  almost  out  of  coal,  1  went  into  the  North  Edisto  again  for 
the  night,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  supplying  her  with  some. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  reported  everything  as  when  I  left,  but 
on  the  following  morning  negroes  came  in  and  stated  that  the  troops 
who  had  left  the  encampment  at  Rockville,  being  largely  reinforced, 
showed  a  disposition  to  reoccupy  that  place.  As  the  weather  was  too 
threatening  to  permit  of  my  making  a  careful  examination  of  the  Stono, 
as  I  intended,  1  determined  now  to  return  at  once  to  this  place,  and 
report  to  you  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  North  Edisto.  This  I  have 
done,  reaching  my  anchorage  here  at  3  o’clock  to-day,  although  some¬ 
what  delayed  by  the  sea  raised  by  a  very  heavy  northeaster  which  is 
blowing  outside.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Amineu  I  sent  to  Charleston 
ton  to  report  that  the  Penguin  was  in  the  North  Edisto  and  with  direc¬ 
tions  on  his  way  to  look  into  the  Stono  River  and  see  if  he  could  make  out 
the  fortifications  which  the  negroes  tell  me  are  there  in  great  strength. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  expressing  my  indebtedness  for  the  ready 
assistance  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Anirnen  and  Captain 
Boutelle  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatch  of  additional  vessels  to  Tybee  Bonds. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  IS,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch*  of  this  date,  closed  at  5:30  a.  m.,  has  just  been 
received.  In  anticipation  of  a  portion  ot  it,  I  have  already  dispatched 
the  gunboat  Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead.  He  should 
have  left  yesterday  afternoon,  but  I  hope  is  already  with  you. 

I  am  now  dispatching  the  armed  steamer  Henry  Andrew ,  Acting 
Master  Mather,  commanding.  You  will  find  him  a  very  efficient  officer. 
He  tows  down  with  him  a  coal  vessel.  When  empty,  please  send  her 

home  for  more  coal  without  her  calling  in  here. 

The  Andrew  will  be  followed  by  the  Ellen ?  Acting  Master  l>ud(l? 


another  efficient  officer,  in  about  two  hours. 

I  went  immediately  on  shore  and  called  on  the  general  and  urged  the 
departure  of  troops  immediately.  They  are  being  forwarded  (I  refer 
you  to  my  accompanying  unofficial  letter*  for  further  details). 

I  have  not  another  vessel  of  war  undamaged  in  harbor  that  will  cross 
the  Savannah  Bar.  They  are  all  out  reconnoitering  Edisto  and  Stono 
under  Commander  Drayton,  closing  Charleston  Bar  under  Captain 
Davis,  holding  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  blockading. 

Please  accept  my  commendation  for  your  great  zeal,  and  remain 
assured  that  1  am  fully  impressed  with  the  difficulties  of  holding  Tybee 
Island. 

llespectfully,  etc., 

1  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 


Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

U.  3.  Ship  Savannah,  Tybee  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
referring  to  alleged  harsh  treatment  of  British  subjects  captured  m  the 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 


Navy  Department,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir  ■  Complaint  has  been  made  by  the  British  minister  of  rigorous 
treatment  inflicted  on  certain  of  his  countrymen,  captured  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  A  correspondence  has  been  had 
between  the  representative  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  and  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  and  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  was 
addressed  by  the  latter  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject. 

While  satisfied  that  our  naval  officers  are  as  humane  as  they  are 
brave,  I  may,  on  the  appeal  that  has  been  made,  enjoin  kindness  m  all 
cases  toward  captured  prisoners,  and  that  irons  be  used  only  when 
and  as  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  captives  and  the 

prizes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  rj-TTlTT'.n'N'  WELLES. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  „  ,  tj  7  u  , 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


*  Not  found. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  December  3,  1861. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship’s  note  of  the  30th  of  November  last,  in  which  you  review  the 
explanations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  I  had  submitted  to 
you  concerning  the  cases  of  two  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Revere, 
and  two  other  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Louisa  Agnes,  which  two 
schooners  were  captured,  though  at  different  times,  in  attempts  to 
break  the  blockade  of  the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents. 

I  have  read  your  objections  to  those  explanations  with  great  care, 
and,  as  I  trust,  with  candor,  inspired  by  a  sincere  desire  to  concede  to 
the  complainants  whom  you  represent,  any  redress  to  which  they  might 
be  found  entitled,  and  to  preserve  the  best  possible  understanding 
with  the  Government  of  Great  Britian. 

The  Secretary’s  explanations  do  in  fact  show,  as  you  have  assumed, 
that  the  two  seamen  of  the  schooner  Revere  were  confined  for  two  or 
three  days  in  single  irons  in  the  daytime  and  in  double  irons  during  the 
night,  and  that  after  the  period  thus  passed  they  were  left  at  liberty 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  but  confined  at  night. 

I  can  not  admit,  however,  that  you  are  perfectly  just  in  calling  this 
confinement  “hard  treatment.” 

You  notice  the  explanation  that  confinement  of  the  seamen  with  irons 
to  the  extent  practiced  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent  their  rising 
and  retaking  the  vessel.  But  you  object  that  no  information  is  given 
from  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the 
precaution,  and  that  no  evidence  is  adduced  of  there  having  been  ground 
for  suspecting  the  men  of  a  design  to  retake  the  vessel,  or  for  appre¬ 
hending  that  they  had  the  means  of  executing  such  a  design. 

Whether  the  restraints  practiced  upon  the  two  seamen  in  question 
were  “hard  treatment”  and  “a  severe  measure,”  as  you  have  charac¬ 
terized  it,  or  whether  it  was  proper  treatment,  of  course  depends  alto¬ 
gether,  as  you  seem  to  admit,  upon  the  circumstances  whether  those 
restraints  exceeded  the  rigor  which  reasonable  prudence  required  for 
the  security  of  the  capturing  vessel  and  her  prize  on  their  way  to  port 
for  adjudication. 

You  seem  to  have  assumed  that  any  confinement  of  seamen,  especially 
in  irons,  in  such  a  case,  must  by  law  be  presumed  to  be  unnecessary, 
and  therefore  unreasonable  and  severe,  and  that  consequently  it 
devolves  upon  the  officer  who  makes  the  capture  to  exculpate  himself 
from  the  general  charge  of  “hardness”  or  “severity”  by  showing  that 
the  rigor  practiced  was  necessary  in  the  act  complained  of. 

I  submit,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  these,  as  in  all  other  cases,  it  rests 
with  the  complainant  to  show  in  his  statement  the  facts  and  circum¬ 
stances  which  constitute  the  grievance  before  the  accused  party  can  be 
called  upon  to  deny  or  at  least  justify  the  conduct  alleged  against  him. 

I  proceed  to  examine  the  case  of  the  two  seamen  of  the  Revere  in  the 
light  of  this  rule. 

On  the  Oth  of  October,  your  lordship  addressed  me  a  note  in  which 
you  stated  that  you  therewith  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
as  well  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  an  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit. 

Lou  added  that  you  desired  to  recommend  to  my  favorable  considera¬ 
tion  the  request  to  which  those  papers  referred,  that  the  master  of  the 
British  schooner  Revere,  who  appeared  to  be  detained  at  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe,  might  appear  at  Boston  as  a  witness  for  the  defense  of  the  vessel 
before  the  prize  court  at  that  city. 
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You  added  that  you  desired  also  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  unusual 
manner  in  which  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Revere  appear  to  have 
been  treated,  and  especially  to  the  fact  of  two  of  the  crew  having  been 
kept  (as  it  would  seem  very  unnecessarily)  in  irons.  You  closed  with 
requesting  me  to  return  the  attested  copy  of  the  affidavit  to  you.  Your 
request  that  the  captain  might  be  allowed  to  appear  at  the  prize  court 
was  promptly  granted,  and  the  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit  was 
returned  to  you  as  requested,  without  a  copy  of  it  having  been  taken 
in  this  Department,  as  it  was  not  then  supposed  that  you  thought  it 
would  be  useful  beyond  the  purpose  of  showing  that  you  had  grounds 
for  calling  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  confinement  of  the  sea¬ 
men.  It  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  dispatch  was  silent  upon  the 
subject  of  the  confinement  of  the  seamen.  A  copy  of  your  note, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  annexed  to  it,  was,  on  the  7th  day 
of  October,  the  very  day  of  their  receipt  by  me,  submitted  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  request  in  general  terms  for  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  note. 

On  the  11th  of  November  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  lord- 
ship  a  second  note,  bearing  date  on  the  7tli  of  that  month,  in  which  you 
recite  that  on  the  10th,  meaning  the  6th,  of  October,  you  had  directed 
my  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which  the  master  and  crew  of 
the  British  schooner  Revere  appeared  to  have  been  treated  after  the 
capture  of  their  vessel  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge ,  and  especially  to 
the  fact  that  two  of  the  crew  had  been  kept  in  irons.  You  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  lay  before  me  another  and  kindred  complaint  about  the  rigor 
practiced,  as  you  assumed,  upon  two  seamen  of  another  and  different 
vessel,  but  you  gave  me  no  information' whatever  concerning  the  two 
seamen  of  the  Revere. 

A  copy  of  this  last  paper  was  transmitted  by  me  to  the  ^secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  12th  day  of  November. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  having  called  Flag-Officer  GoldsborouglFs 
attention  to  the  two  complaints  as  thus  submitted  to  me  in  very  gen¬ 
eral  terms,  that  officer  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  send¬ 
ing  him  the  papers,  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  to  you  and  which 
you  have  found  so  unsatisfactory. 

These  papers  show  that  the  irons  which  had  been  used  had  been  placed 
on  board  for  the  protection  of  the  prize  masters,  and  to  be  used  by  them 
when  deemed  necessary.  I  am  informed  that  irons  are  always  provided 
and  kept  on  board  blockading  vessels  as  a  necessary  precaution.  So 
customary  is  this  that  a  naval  officer  who,  being  charged  with  the 
maintenance  of  a  blockade,  should  lose  his  own  vessel,  or  even  a  prize, 
for  want  of  this  precaution,  would  justly  incur  punishment  at  the  hands 
of  his  government.  The  papers  show  that  Lieutenant  (fwiu,  the  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  the  Cambridge ,  constantly  had  injunctions  from  the  com¬ 
mander  that  the  crews  were  to  have  every  indulgence  their  case 
would  admit  of,  and  that  they  should  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Upon  capture  of  the  Revere  he  put  the  prize  master  on  board  of 
her  with  the  irons,  with  instructions  to  use  them  if  he  should  deem  it 
necessary.  The  prize  master,  going  with  probably  only  two  or  three 
loyal  seamen  spared  from  the  Cambridge ,  it  appears,  did  deem  it  neces¬ 
sary  at  first  to  put  the  two  captured  seamen  in  irons  until  their  dispo¬ 
sitions  should  be  ascertained.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  seamen 
were  strangers  to  him,  captured,  disappointed  in  the  objects  of  their 
voyage,  and  conveyed  against  their  wishes  and  will  to  a  distant  and 
to  them  foreign  port,  by  an  authority  in  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent 
power,  I  think  it  might  have  been  reasonably  apprehended  by  the  prize 
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master  that  if  left  from  the  first  entirely  free  they  might  attempt  the 
life  of  the  prize  master  or  at  least  the  deliverance  of  the  prize.  Using 
the  same  form  of  illustration  as  before,  I  think  that  the  prize  master 
who,  having  irons  put  in  his  hands  for  liis  own  safety  and  the  security 
of  the  prize  vessel,  should  nevertheless  have  lost  the  prize  by  its  being 
recaptured  by  captives  whom  he  had  not  confined,  would  justly  be  dis¬ 
missed  from  the  naval  service.  Whether  the  prize  master  might  not 
with  safety  have  released  the  two  seamen  from  their  confinement  in  irons 
at  an  earlier  day  or  hour  remains  uncertain.  It  should  seem  enough 
if  he  has  exercised  his  best  discretion  in  a  case  in  which  liis  discretion 
was  necessarily  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  unless,  indeed,  it  shall  be 
affirmatively  shown  that  he  willfully  or  negligently  abused  his  power- 
over  the  unwilling  and  reluctant  seamen. 

That  he  did  not  so  abuse  his  power  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  proved 
by  the  fact  that  all  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge  testified  that  the 
seamen  made  no  complaints  on  leaving  the  Cambridge ,  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary  spoke  in  good  terms  of  their  treatment,  and  that  the  commanclei 
of  the  Cambridge  declares  that  he  is  astonished  at  the  complaint  of  ill- 
treatment,  and'  with  the  best  sources  of  information  open  to  him,  denies 
their  assertions  altogether.  It  remains  to  say  that  theGovernment,  hav¬ 
ing  no  sufficient  grounds,  can  not  agree  that  the  two  seamen  in  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  present  case  were  hardly  treated  or  made  to  sutler  unneces¬ 
sary  hardship.  For  this  reason  I  can  not  admit  what  your  lordship 
seems  to  claim,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ought  to  have  expressed 
his  disapproval  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge ,  or 
that  he  ought,  in  view  of  the  whole  case,  to  have  expressed  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  take  measures  to  secure  considerate  treatment  in  future  to  Brit¬ 
ish  seamen  in  similar  circumstances.  At  the  same  time  this  Govern¬ 
ment  means  and  intends  to  conduct  its  operations  upon  the  highest 
principles  of  humanity  known  in  maritime  proceedings,  and  especially 
with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of  justice  and  moderation  so  far  as  these 
proceedings  affect  Great  Britain  and  other  friendly  powers,  and  there¬ 
fore  a  copy  of  this  paper  will  be  addressed  to  the  flag-officers  of  the 
blockading  squadrons,  accompanied  by  an  instruction  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  to  use  irons  only  when  and  so  long  as  necessary,  and 
in  all  cases  to  practice  the  utmost  kindness  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  captives  and  prizes  toward  seamen  captured  in  attempting  to  break 
the  blockade. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Lord  Lyons,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Missroon , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  reported  attack  upon  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  Wyandotte ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  McArann, 
to  ascertain  your  wants  and  receive  any  intelligence  you  may  have  to 
send. 

Commander  John  Rodgers  reports  that  the  troops  on  Tybee  were 
attacked  last  night.  I  hope  this  will  expedite  the  reinforcements. 

I  send  you  the  mails  for  the  Savannah  and  the  other  vessels  under 
your  command. 
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Your  requisitions  have  also  been  received,  and  as  soou  as  you  can 
spare  the  Henry  Andrew  send  up  your  paymaster  by  her  and  the  Henry 
Andrew  can  go  alongside  the  storeship  and  obtain  such  stores  required 
by  you  as  she  may  have. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  Missroon, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Tybee  Hoads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Purviance ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence ,  designating  an  outer  line 
of  cruising  and  blockading. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  19,  1861. 


Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  on  Monday  next  by  the  flood  tide  and 
cruise  between  Georgetown  and  St.  Helena  Sound,  approaching  as  near 
as  possible  in  favorable  weather  the  harbors  of  Georgetown,  Bull’s  Bay, 
Charleston,  Stono,  North  and  South  Edisto,  communicating  at  your 
discretion  with  the  vessels  permanently  blockading  these  ports,  receiv¬ 
ing  such  information  from  them  as  they  may  have  to  give,  and  you 
imparting  to  them  such  knowledge  of  sails  in  the  offing  as  you  may 
deem  necessary.  You  will  perceive  by  this  1  intend  you  should  keep 
up  an  outer  line  of  cruising  and  blockading,  keeping  a  vigilant  eye  to 
expected  vessels  from  Europe  coming  with  the  intention  to  run  the 
blockade  with  contraband  of  war;  but,  as  above  stated,  I  desire  you  to 
perform  this  duty  as  close  to  the  coast  as  you  can  without  unduly 
hazarding  your  own  ship. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

1  Flag-Officer,  etc. 


Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  St.  Later ence^  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
Note. — This  cruising  ground  of  St.  Lawrence  modified  by  making 
terminus  Savannah. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Marchand , 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to  blockade 

duty  of  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

*  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  James  Adger  and  assume  the 
blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  from  which  station  I  have  had  to  with¬ 
draw  the  Sabine. 

The  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  will  be  under  your  orders. 

Enclosed  please  find  instructions  for  your  governance,  with  list  of 
vessels  expected  from  England  intending  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  leave  to  your  discretion  the  best  manner  of  covering  the  port,  rou 
may  sometimes,  by  leaving  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  for  a  short  time  to  watch 
it,  extend  a  little  your  circuit  to  the  southward  or  chase  a  vessel  m  the 

&  Very  respectfully,  etc.,  F*  Du  Pont 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  B.  Marchand,  _  . 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Mather , 
I/.  8.  "Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew ,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  in  Tybee  Hoads,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  "You  will  proceed  witli  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew  under  your 
command  to  Tybee  Roads,  Georgia,  and  report  to  Commander  Miss- 
roon,  commanding  blockading  force  oil  Savannah. 

You  will  take  a  coal  schooner  in  tow  and  report  the  same  on  your 
arrival. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer ,  etc. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Penguin. 


IJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

North  Fdisto  River,  December  19,  1861. 

•  Sir:  You  will  remain  in  the  North  Edisto  River  until  you  receive 
orders  to  the  contrary  from  a  superior  officer. 

There  are  a  number  of  negroes  who  have  collected  for  security  on 
the  point  of  Edisto  Island.  Should  they  stand  in  need  of  your  assist¬ 
ance,  I  recommend  you  to  give  it  to  them  if  it  can  be  done  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Yours,  respectfully 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd, 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 

Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  reconnoissance  in  Coosaw 

River ,  South  Carolina. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

December  19,  1861. 

Commodore:  As  the  copies  of  reports  of  reconnoissauces  enclosed 
herein  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  I  forward  them  by  my  coxswain. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Port  Royal, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  my  directions,  Lieutenant  Porter,  Eighth 
Michigan  Regiment,  took  a  party  last  evening  across  the  Coosaw 
River  and  surprised  a  picket  on  Chisolm’s  Island.  I  found  an  intelli¬ 
gent  negro  as  guide.  The  party  started  at  half  past  9  o’clock,  crossed 
the  Coosaw,  got  in  the  rear  of  the  picket,  attacked  it,  and  took  the 
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whole  party  of  six  prisoners.  Two  were  wounded.  They  belong  to 
the  Fourteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Colonel  Jones 
commanding,  and  their  names  are  J.  P.  Langford,  L.  M.  Langford,  B. 
Matthews,  John  Matthews,  M.  W.  Jennings  (wounded),  and  Corporal 
G.  Y.  Langford  (wounded). 

I  have  not  been  able  to  elicit  much  information  from  them.  They 
state,  however,  that  theirs  is  the  only  regiment  stationed  at  Garden’s 
Corner,  and  that  there  are  no  pieces  of  artillery  there.  They  have 
been  in  the  Confederate  service  about  four  months ;  have  received  no 
pay.  They  stated  that  the  common  people  had  been  led  into  the  war  by 
the  leaders;  that  they  volunteered  to  prevent  being  drafted. 

They  (the  prisoners)  believe  the  whole  difficulty  grows  out  of  a  mis¬ 
understanding.  Their  leaders,  however,  were  very  determined. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

’  Isaac  I.  Stevens, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnois- 
sauce  made  by  the  Mayflower  yesterday: 

We  passed  into  the  Whale  Branch  by  the  Eastern  Channel,  finding 
a  nearly  uniform  sounding  of  3  fathoms  (at  half  tide),  except  at  one 
place  where  we  passed  over  a  bank,  in  If  fathoms.  W  e  found  no 
obstruction  until  within  about  a  mile  of  Port  Royal  Ferry,  where  two 
tiatboats  loaded  with  live-oak  trees  had  been  sunk  in  the  stream.  V  e 
were  unable  to  find  them,  and  were  informed  by  the  negroes  that  at 
low  tide  the  boats  were  3  fathoms  below  the  surface. 

The  river  is  very  crooked,  with  sharp  turns  and  marshy  shores.  At 
Port  Royal  Ferry  a  causeway  has  been  built  out  from  each  shore,  leav¬ 
ing  a  space  of  some  300  yards  between.  On  the  mainland,  and  com¬ 
manding  this  causeway,  the  enemy  had  a  battery  of  three  guns,  one 
VIIL-inch  columbiad,  one  6-pounder  fieldpiece,  and  one  other  gun,  I 
think  a  24-pounder.  The  branch  was  so  narrow  that  the  captain  of 
the  Mayflower  said  that  he  could  not  turn  his  boat  in  it,  and  haying  no 
other  resort  we  went  on  as  fast  as  possible.  When  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  ferry  the  enemy  began  a  sharp  fire  on  us  with  small  arms  from 
the  bank  and  from  buildings.  The  distance  was  so  short  that  the  fire 
was  quite  accurate,  and  I  ordered  a  case  shot  to  be  fired  at  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  effectually  dispersed  them.  As  we  neared  the  battery,  the 
enemv  unmasked  their  guns  by  shoveling  earth  from  the  parapet,  and 
as  we  passed  opened  fire  on  us  with  shot  and  shell,  firing  m  all  seven 
shots,  only  one  of  which  struck  the  boat,  and  this  one  did  no  damage. 
Captain  Day,  Third  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  detachment  which  was  on  board,  replied  to  their  shots  with  case 
shots,  making  tine  firing.  I  am  convinced  that  the  two  larger  pieces 
fired  were  not  mounted,  but  laid  on  the  ground,  one  intended  to  com¬ 
mand  the  stream  toward  Broad  River  and  the  other  the  stream  tow  ard 
Beaufort.  The  battery  seemed  to  be  newly  thrown  up  and  was 

UUSome  miles  beyond  the  ferry  the  enemy  had  commenced  to  plant- 
piles  in  the  river,  but  over  a  hundred  feet  of  the  deepest  water  was 
unobstructed.  At  this  place  a  number  of  tents  was  visible _  near  the 
bank.  The  tents  were  not  in  regular  order,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to 
estimate  their  number,  but  I  should  judge  that  there  was  a  sufficient 
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number  for  half  a  regiment.  About  2  miles  from  the  ferry  our  boat  ran 
into  a  bar,  where,  from  the  best  information  I  could  get,  there  is  only 
8  feet  of  water  at  high  tide.  This  bar  extends  from  shore  to  shore,  and 
is  I  should  judge,  200  feet  wide.  While  waiting  here  for  the  tide  to 
rise,  three  flatboats  loaded  with  men  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Regiment 
came  from  the  direction  of  the  ferry.  The  euemy  brought  a  fieldpiece 
to  the  shore  and  opened  fire  on  the  boats  at  less  than  the  distance  ot 
half  a  mile  with  great  rapidity.  To  protect  the  boats  I  ordered  Cap¬ 
tain  Day  to  open  fire  on  their  gun,  which  he  did  with  such  success  as 
to  silence  it,  and,  I  am  quite  sure,  disable  it.  One  man  of  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Regiment  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
At  about  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  the  Mayflower  floated  off  the  bar  and 
steamed  to  Beaufort  without  difficulty.  I  took  a  negro  prisoner,  who 
has  been  used  to  the  [Whale]  Branch,  and  who  piloted  us  nearly  the 
whole  distance,  and  have  him  now  on  board  the  Mayflower. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  Bell, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regiment , 

Acting  Inspector-  General. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Newcomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  R.  B. 

Forbes ,  of  arrival  at  New  York,  in  tow  of  steamer  Atlantic. 

IT.  S.  S.  R.  B.  Forbes, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival,  having  been  towed  from 
Port  Royal  Bay  [Sound],  South  Carolina,  by  the  steamer  Atlantic,  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  instant.  The  steamer  took  me  in  tow  off  the  entrance 
of  the  bay.  I  have  no  written  orders  from  the  flag-officer — verbal  orders 
that  the  Atlantic  would  tow  me  to  New  York.  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du 
Pont  ordered  me  to  make  a  report  in  detail  from  the  time  I  towed  the 
Florida  off  the  reef  on  the  northern  breakers  until  the  breaking  of  our 
port  shaft.  I  did  so,  and  asked  for  a  court  of  enquiry.  He  informed 
me  that  he  should  refer  my  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  When  the  shaft  broke,  a  hole  nearly  9  inches  in  diameter  was 
made  in  her  bottom,  flooding  our  magazines.  I  refer  you  to  my  report 
as  to  the  circumstances.  At  the  place  where  the  shaft  perforated  the 
hull  was  not  more  than  one-thirtieth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Our 
rifled  guns,  with  all  the  ammunition  and  fixtures  that  were  saved,  were 
taken  from  the  vessel  by  verbal  orders  from  the  flag-officer.  All  the 
small  arms,  with  ammunition  and  equipments,  rockets,  lights,  etc.,  are 
on  board  in  good  order.  Unless  the  Department  shall  think  proper  to 
order  a  court  of  enquiry,  I  respectfully  request  a  short  leave  of  absence 
and  preparatory  orders  to  command  one  of  the  new  gunboats. 

My  crew,  with  the  exception  of  eight  men  and  those  belonging  to  the 
engineers’  department,  were  transferred  to  different  vessels.  After 
entering  New  York  Harbor  I  found  a  deserter  from  H.  B.  M.  frigate 
Immortalite,  who  had  been  smuggled  on  board.  I  at  once  secured  him 
in  irons,  and  shall  deliver  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  S.  Newcomb, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  R.  B.  Forbes. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  rout ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  dispatching  of 
the  TJ.  8.  sh  ip  Sabine  to  Neiv  York  for  repairs. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  South  Carolina ,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  difficulties  in  watering  the  Sabine ,  without  keeping  steamers 
in  tin;  harbor  to  do  it  whose  services  I  needed  elsewhere,  with  some 
defects  to  her  rudder,  induced  me  to  order  her  to  the  North.  She  will 
enter  New  York,  and  I  am  directing  her  to  cruise  on  the  way. 

Captain  Ringgold  and  his  crew  are  ready  and  anxious  for  active 
service,  and  if  they  could  be  transferred  to  some  steamer  like  the  Hart¬ 
ford,  bringing  to  bear  at  once  their  present  training  and  discipline,  I 
respectfully  suggest  it  would  be  a  very  advantageous  disposition  of 
them.  I  enclose  Captain  Ringgold’s  report  to  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  needing  repairs. 

Navy  Department,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  especially  the  steamers,  may  at 
times  require  repairs  actually  necessary  to  their  efficiency  and  safety 
which  can  not  well  be  done  on  the  station,  the  Department  authorizes 
you  to  exercise  your  discretion  in  such  cases  as  to  sending  them  North 
to  be  repaired. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Same.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  measures  for  effectually  closing  Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  20,  1861. 

My  Dear  Missroon  :  I  have  your  official  and  interesting  private 
letters,  on  one  point  of  which  I  wish  you  to  act  immediately,  viz,  clos¬ 
ing  effectually  Wassaw  Inlet,  which  has  been  troubling  me.  The  Sus¬ 
quehanna  has  orders  to  send  the  Alabama  there;  the  Fingal  must  not 
get  out. 

I  therefore  send  back  the  Wyandotte  for  you  to  keep,  but  you  must 
send  the  Seminole  and  the  Henry  Andrew  up  to  the  head  of  the  sound, 
near  Cabbage  Island,  where  she  can  effectually  close  both  Wilmington 
River  and  the  creek  through  Romerly  Marshes.  You  have  a  copy  of 
thereeonnoissance  made  by  Commander  [C.J  R.  [P.]  Rodgers.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Bankhead  was  with  Commander  Rodgers,  and  you 
can  send  the  Pembina  in  lieu  of  the  Andrew  if  you  prefer  it.  So  soon  as 
the  Alabama  comes,  she  must  go  in  and  relieve  the  Pembina  or  Andrew, 
as  the  case  may  be. 
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As  these  vessels  may  he  attacked  from  Savannah,  through  Wilming¬ 
ton  River,  they  must  be  on  the  alert  and  keep  boarding  netting  up  at 
night.  If  Gillis  chooses,  he  can  go  a  mile  up  the  Wilmington  River 
from  its  junction  with  Romerly  Marshes  and  still  be  out  of  range  of  the 
fort  now  occupied  for  the  defense  of  that  approach  to  Savannah.  So 
soon  as  anything  gets  from  the  various  expeditions  I  will  reinforce 
this  Wassaw  division.  Now  I  am  left  with  St.  Lawrence.  The  Rhode 
Island  had  orders  to  go  to  you,  but  the  gale,  I  suppose,  prevented.  The 
Savannah  has  had  a  hard  time  in  this  particular.  W~hen  blockading 
outside  under  Hull  she  could  not  be  found,  and  now  you  have  got 
inside  the  bar  the  supply  vessels  are  shy  about  going  in  after  you. 

General  Wright,  late  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  superior  m  that 
branch,  is  all  we  could  desire  now  at  Tybee.  His  request  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  will,  I  know,  command  his  immediate  attention. 

I  can  not  find  the  printed  circular  about  the  contraband,  but  we  are 
authorized  to  rate  them 'first-class  boys— that  is,  $10  and  a  ration.  _  I 
think  you  can  rate  Isaac  accordingly.  He  had  better  go  with  Gillis. 
Rodgers  took  18  f  [eet]  over  the  Wassaw  Bar  going  in,  and  came  out  with 
21  feet  at  high  water. 

Vanderbilt  just  in.  I  send  you  the  last  date  from  New  York  (16). 
Yery  squally  looking  from  England,  and  not  much  better  from  France. 
A  side-wheel  steamer  coming  in  with  a  square-rigged  vessel  in  tow. 
If  one  of  my  squadron,  I  will  send  her  down  at  once. 

Thanking  you  always  for  your  energy  and  zeal, 

I  am,  yours,  affectionately, 

S.  E.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Missroon, 

Tybee  Roads. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  first  stone  fleet  sunk  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  20,  1861. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mr.  Morgan  to  purchase  twenty-five  old  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1861. 

The  Department  is  desirous  of  obtaining  twenty-five  old  vessels,  of 
not  less  than  250  tons  each,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  on  the  bar  at 
Savannah.  You  are  authorized  to  obtain  suitable  vessels  m  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Mr.  Richard  Chapell,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  in  the  manner 
following: 

1.  Purchase  the  twenty-five  vessels,  after  suitable  examination,  as 
secretly  as  possible,  before  any  knowledge  is  obtained  that  Govern¬ 
ment  is  in  the  market. 

2.  Land  all  unnecessary  articles  and  sell  them  at  your  leisure  to  the 
best  advantage. 

3.  Prepare  the  vessels  for  delivery  off  Savannah,  and  contract  with 
proper  parties  for  said  delivery  to  the  naval  officer  in  command  of  that 
port. 

4.  Have  a  pipe  and  valve  fitted  under  skillful  direction,  so  that  after 
anchoring  in  position  the  water  can  be  readily  let  into  the  hold. 

5.  Load  them  with  blocks  of  granite  to  utmost  extent,  considering 
their  safe  transit  down  the  coast. 

6.  Leave  one  anchor  and  chain  on  board  ready  for  use  and  such  sails 
and  gear  as  are  necessary  to  sail  them  to  their  destination. 
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7.  The  officers  and  seamen  employed  on  this  duty  will  be  brought 
home  by  and  at  the  expense  and  subsistence  of  this  Department. 

8.  Let  this  duty  be  performed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  let  the 
vessels  sail  in  fleets  of  six  at  a  time. 

9.  Notify  the  Department  of  the  probable  time  of  each  departure. 

Respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles. 


George  D.  Morgan,  New  York. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  proposing  to  sink  the  obstructions  at  the  entrance 

of  the  Savannah  River. 

Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861.. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Fox:  Captain  Rodgers  and  myself  have  conferred 
very  fully  upon  the  subject  of  sinking  obstructions  at  the  entrance  of 
Savannah  River,  aiid  we  agree  that  the  best  point  for  this  operation  is 
the  narrow  channel  above  Tybee  light;  but  that  this  point  is  probably 
rendered  inaccessible  at  present  by  the  batteries  on  Tybee  Island. 

This  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  conference,  you  remember. 

It  only  remains  to  try  the  effect  of  these  obstructions  on  the  outer 
bar,  on  the  spot  and  in  the  manner  designated  by  you  in  our  recent 
conversation  on  the  subject  at  the  Astor  House;  unless  indeed  we 
should  be  able  to  effect  an  approach  to  the  point  first  mentioned.  I  will 
take  care  of  them  when  they  come  down.  Shall  we  not  see  you  here 
before  our  departure'? 

Yours,  very  truly,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Assistant  Secretary  G.  Y.  Fox. 


Confidential  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  the  twenty -five  vessels  purchased  for  sinking  in  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  already  obtained  and  fitted  the  twenty-five 
ships  for  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  and  only  awaits  a  dispatch  from  you 
to  send  them  forward. 

Twenty  are  also  being  purchased  for  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
you  will  see  that  like  preparation  is  made  there  to  receive  them.  It  is 
believed  that  a  new  channel  now  exists,  bearing  about  due  east  from 
the  light.  If  this  can  be  thoroughly  closed,  and  only  a  few  vessels 
sunk  in  the  intricate  channel  of  Sullivan’s  Island,  Charleston,  as  a 
harbor,  will  no  longer  exist. 

The  Bienville  may  be  retained  with  your  command  if  she  has  not 
already  left.  The  intercourse  between  the  rebel  States  and  Havana 
and  New  Providence  has  increased  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  the 
Department  has  directed  a  steamer  to  be  stationed  off  Havana  to  break 
up  that  end  of  the  traffic. 

The  rebels  boast  of  running  the  blockade  in  stormy  nights  with  the 
assistance  of  the  lights  of  our  fleet. 

The  Department  will  furnish  you  with  all  the  hulks  you  may  require 
for  any  part  of  the  coast  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

N  w  R — YOL  12 - 27 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Morgan  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  sunk,  and  ordered  to  the  port  of  Savannah. 

New  York,  November  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  hand  you 
herewith  list  of  twenty-live  vessels  loaded  with  stone  and  prepared  to 
sink.  Also  copy  of  agreement  in  the  shipping  articles  of  said  vessels. 
Also  copy  of  letter  handed  to  each  master  for  his  government. 

If  the  weather  is  good,  all  the  vessels  will  sail  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


[Xnclosures.] 


List  of  old  whaling  vessels  purchased  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department  and  loaded  with 
stone,  ordered  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  to  sail  from  New  Bedford  and  New  London, 
Wednesday,  November  20,  1861. 


Names. 

Tons. 

Port  of  departure. 

Names. 

Tons. 

Port  of  departure. 

Ship  Corea . 

Bark  Tenedos . 

Ship  Lewis . 

Bark  Fortune . 

Ship  Robin  Hood  . . . 

Ship  Archer . 

Bark  Cossack . 

Bark  Amazon . 

Bark  Frances  Henri¬ 
etta. 

Bark  Garland . 

Bark  Harvest . 

Bark  American . 

Ship  Timor . 

Ship  Meteor . 

356 

245 

308 

292 

395 

322 

254 

318 

407 

243 

314 

329 

289 

324 

New  London,  Conn. 

Do. 

-  Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

New  London,  Conn. 
Do. 

Ship  Rebecca  Sims  . 
Ship  L.C.Richmond 

Ship  Courier . 

Ship  Maria  Theresa. 
Ship  Kensington  . . . 

Ship  Herald . 

Ship  Potomac . 

Bark  Peter  Demill.. 

Ship  Phcenix . 

Bark  Leonidas . 

Bark  South  America 

Tonnage,  twenty- 
five  [vessels] . 

400 

341 

381 

330 

357 

274 

356 

300 

404 

231 

606 

8,376 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

New  York. 

New  London,  Conn. 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Do. 

New  York,  November  IS,  1861. 


Copy  of  the  agreement  on  the  shipping  articles  of  the  stone  vessels  as  to  the  terms  and  serv¬ 
ice  of  their  masters,  officers,  and  crews. 

u  From  the  port  of  New  London  (or  New  Bedford),  under  orders  for 
a  port  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  not  south  of  Key  West,  there 
to  leave  the  vessel  and  be  returned  free  of  expense  to  this  port.  Term 
of  service  not  to  exceed  three  months;  wages  guaranteed  for  one 
month  and  payable  on  return  to  New  London  (or  New  Bedford). 

“New  York,  November  18,  1861? 


- , - ,  186-. 

Sir:  The - ,  now  under  your  command,  having  been  purchased 

by  the  Navy  Department  for  service  on  the  Southern  coast  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  are  your  orders  for  your  proposed  voyage: 

You  will  proceed  from  this  port  on - the - instant,  or  with 

the  first  fair  wind,  and  when  clear  of  the  land  make  a  direct  passage 

to  the  port  of - and  there  deliver  your  ship  to  the  commanding 

officer  of  the  blockading  fleet  off  said  port,  taking  liis  receipt  for  her 
to  return  to  me.  After  the  delivery  of  your  vessel,  yourself  and  crew 
will  be  provided  with  passage  to  the  port  of  New  York  by  the  Navy 

Department,  and  on  arrival  there  you  will  call  on - ,  who  will 

furnish  you  funds  to  return  to  this  port. 
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On  the  voyage  down,  it  would  be  well,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  keep 
in  company  of  your  consorts,  to  exhibit  lights  by  night  and  sound 
horns  or  bells  in  case  of  fog  near'the  coast. 

You  will  also  examine,  daily,  the  pipe  in  the  quarter  of  your  ship 
under  water,  to  see  that  it  remains  safe. 

The  only  service  required  of  you  is  the  safe  delivery  of  your  vessel: 
and,  as  she  is  old  and  heavily  laden,  you  will  use  special  care  that  she 
sustains  no  damage  from  unskillful  seamanship  or  want  of  prudence 
and  care. 

On  a  close  approach  to  your  port  of  destination,  begin  to  put  between- 
decks  cargo  into  lower  hold,  and  before  anchoring  permanently,  have 
your  second  anchor  and  chain  (if  you  have  one)  secured  on  deck.  On 
leaving  your  vessel,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  you  will  bring  away 
papers,  chronometer,  charts,  compasses,  spyglass,  and  any  other  valu¬ 
able  portable  articles,  not  required  by  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
fleet  there,  and  return  them  safely  to  me. 

In  case  of  disaster  to  preclude  going  on,  you  can  call  at  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe,  Hampton  Eoads,  to  repair  damages,  reporting  to  the  flag-officer 
there. 


Wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  passage, 
Captain - . 


I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 
George  D.  Morgan. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah,  of  the 
arrival  off  Savannah  of  seventeen  ships  and  harks. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Near  Tybee  Island ,  December  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  arrived  near  this 
place  seventeen  ships  and  barks  (chiefly  old  whale  vessels)  up  to  this 
time,  with  information  that  many  more  are  on  their  way,  and  may  be 
daily  exjiected.  They  are  all  laden  with  stone;  but  few  good  vessels 
among  them,  and  all  badly  found  in  every  respect,  especially  in  ground 
tackle,  few  having  more  than  one  chain  and  anchor;  one  of  them  (the 
Richmond )  no  anchor,  and  now  riding  by  our  stream  anchor. 

All  these  vessels  have  reported  to  me  under  a  uniform  printed  order 
from  their  owners  or  agents,  requiring  them  to  proceed  and  to  give  up 
their  respective  ships  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  United  States  blockade 
oft  Savannah;  to  withdraw  all  articles  from  them  not  wanted  by 
the  Eavy;  to  take  the  receipt  of  the  senior  officer  for  their  respec¬ 
tive  ships,  and  to  return ;  that  the  Navy  Department  would  furnish 
conveyance  for  the  masters  and  crews  to  New  York.  Having  received 
no  intimation  of  the  coming  of  these  vessels,  and  having  dispatched 
the  information  of  the  arrival  of  several  of  them  to  you  yesterday  by 
the  Augusta  for  your  orders,  I  have  so  informed  the  masters,  and  have 
not  yet  taken  charge  of  any  of  the  vessels. 

Several  of  these  vessels  have  arrived  in  a  sinking  condition.  The 
Meteor  parted  her  only  chain  and  went  ashore  yesterday  at  7:30p.  m. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  channel,  before  succor  could  reach  her  from  the 
Pocahontas.  The  ship  Lewis  is  also  ashore  and  bilged.  The  ship 
Phoenix  struck  in  trying  to  enter  the  harbor,  and  was  towed  in,  leaking 
badly,  with  loss  of  rudder.  It  being  certain  that  she  would  exhaust 
her  crew  and  would  sink  where  it  was  desirable  she  should  not,  I  had 
her  towed  where  she  makes  a  good  breakwater  and  bridge  for  landing 
on  Tybee  Island  from  the  shipping,  and  where  she  now  lies. 
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The  ship  Archer  also  struck  three  times  on  the  night  of  the  3d. 
instant,  off  Savannah  Bar  Shoals,  and  is  leaking  badly,  and  said  to  be 
unfit  now  to  go  to  sea. 

This  large  and  unexpected  accumulation  of  ships  within  a  very  lim¬ 
ited  circle,  and  their  very  insufficient  ground  tackle,  render  this  anchor¬ 
age  unsafe  both  for  themselves  and  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  this  ship,  in  the  event  of  storms  from  the  northward  and 
northwest.  Their  early  disposition  on  that  account  would  be  very 
desirable. 

Each  of  these  ships  has  one  and  some  of  them  two  whaleboats  that 
might  be  of  service  in  your  operations.  I  may  use  them  in  landing 
troops  on  Tybee. 

Your  orders  would  be  desirable  in  regard  to  the  spars  and  sails  of 
such  vessels  as  you  may  plant  here. 

The  work  on  board  and  duty  ashore  are  seriously  felt  by  officers 
and  crews  of  our  vessels,  and  our  sick  reports  are  increasing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
towing  of  the  stone  fleet  to  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Commander  Lanier,  of  the  Alabama,  to  report 
to  you  for  the  purpose  of  towing  up  to  this  port  the  vessels  of  the  stone 
fleet. 

It  you  And  it  advantageous  to  sink  any  of  these  vessels  for  a  wharf 
at  Tybee,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah ,  off  Savannah: 


Certificates  to  captains  of  the  vessels  of  the  stone  fleet. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  17,  1861. 
This  is  to  certify  that  Captain  Archer,  in  accordance  with  his  instruc¬ 
tions  and  contract,  has  delivered  over  to  me  the  stone  vessels  under  his 
command. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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This  certificate  given  to  the  following  captains  or  masters : 


Master. 

Ton¬ 

nage. 

Feet 

draft. 

Ship  Archer . 

Wm.  Worth _ 

29.Q 

14 

Ship  Robin  Hood . 

400 

15 

Bark  Tenedos . 

0.  Sisson . . 

*200 

12 

Bark  Herald . 

O.H.  Gifford. 

300 

15 

Ship  Courier . 

- Pomeroy . 

Bark  Fortune . . 

210 

14 

Bark  L.  C.  Richmond . 

250 

15 

Bark  American . 

275 

15 

Ship  Kensington . . 

B.  W.Tillon. 

400 

15 

Bark  Leonidas . . 

290 

12 

Bark  Amazon . 

200 

15 

Ship  America  . 

W.  H.  B.  Chase  . . 

412 

16 

Ship  Potomac . 

250 

14 

Ship  Rebecca  Ann  [Sims?] . 

J.  Willis . . 

400 

16 

Ship  Maria  Theresa'. . \ . 

T.  S.  Baily  .. 

220 

16 

The  bark  Harvest  f . 

W.  W.  Taylor . 

340 

15 

►  Supposed. 


f  Kept  for  a  coal  ship. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  trans¬ 
portation  to  New  York  for  the  crews  of  the  stone  fleet. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  December  21,  1861. 

General  :  Captain  Davis  returned  from  off  Charleston  to-day,  having 
sunk  sixteen  hulks  on  and  inside  of  the  main  bar,  the  work  having  been 
thoroughly  done.  This  leaves  me  with  250  men  on  my  hands  to  send  to 
the  North.  They  are  men  on  board  the  Gahawba ,  which  steamer  ren¬ 
dered  much  assistance  in  the  operation,  and  Captain  Davis  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  her  commander. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  say,  general,  that  I  would  esteem  it  an 
especial  favor  if  you  will  allow  the  Gahawba  to  take  the  crews  of  these 
stone  vessels  to  New  York.  I  learn  she  is  nearly  discharged  and  can 
be  ready  in  a  day.  If  you  will  permit  her  to  go,  I  shall,  of  course,  pro¬ 
vision  these  men.  I  have  some  information  to  send  you  of  some  further 
reconnoissance  by  Commander  Drayton.  He  has  been,  with  the  Pawnee 
and  Seneca,  into  North  Edisto.  The  guns  had  been  removed  from  a  large 
fort,  and  the  advance  of  the  vessels  surprised  and  caused  the  instant 
desertion  of  a  camp  of  500  men,  taking  their  arms  only,  leaving  their 
tents,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage  in  our  possession. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 


General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head ,  8.  C. 


Report  of  Elag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  successful  obstruction  of  the  main 

channel  leading  into  Charleston  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  main 
channel  leading  into  Charleston  Harbor  has  been  obstructed  by  the 
sinking  of  a  portion  of  the  stone  hulks  sent  out  for  this  purpose. 

I  intrusted  this  work  to  the  scientific  skill  of  Captain  Davis,  my  fleet 
captain,  and  the  Department  will  perceive  by  his  interesting  report, 
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herewith  enclosed,  that  he  has  performed  the  task  with  his  accustomed 

^Apprehending  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  injure  the  defense¬ 
less  ships  and  persons  unavoidably  exposed  in  front,  I  direeted  Oapta 
Davis  to  take  with  him  the  Mohican ,  Commander  Codon,  the  Ottaica, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  and  the  Pocahontas ,  Lieutenant i  Com¬ 
manding  Batch,  as  a  covering  force.  These  vessels  were  judicioiuly 
placed  so  as  to  bring  cross  fires  to  bear,  but  the  enemy  s  steame 

anneared  only  at  a  distance.  .  ,  -  , 

I  have  projects  for  the  disposal  of  others  of  the  stone  vessels,  defer¬ 
ring  the  execution  of  them,  however,  until  further  operations  are  deter- 

Besidesthe  disposition  of  those  on  the  Charleston  Bar,  I  have  applied 
eight  more  to  very  useful  purposes.  Twenty  four  of  the  first  fleet  have 
thus  been  disposed  of.  The  Department  is  aware  that  one  put  back. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  On  returning  from  the  bar  off  Charleston,  where  I  have  been 
occupied  in  sinking  the  stone  ships  sent  out  by  the  Department  for  this 
purpose,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

During  the  service,  which  lasted  from  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant, 
until  to  day,  I  have  been  very  much  favored  by  weather,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  moving  of  the  ships  from  Port  Royal  to  Charleston,  the 
preparations  there,  and  their  final  disposition  on  the  bar  of  the  main 
channel,  although  consuming  time,  have  not  been  attended  with  any 
serious  obstacle  or  difficulty. 

In  all  this  work  I  have  been  ably  assisted  by  Commanders  Godon 
and  Goldsborough  and  by  Lieutenants  Commanding  Stevens  and 
Balch,  and  have  derived  much  valuable  information  and  important  aid 
from  the  skill,  local  knowledge,  and  zeal  of  Acting  Master  G.  H.  Brad¬ 
bury  and  Mr.  Godfrey,  who  acted  as  pilots,  both  of  whom  are  worthy 
of  your  highest  confidence. 

Accordingly,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  recite  details  of  duty  that 
have  nothing  in  them  either  remarkable  or  interesting. 

On  the  night  of  my  arrival  off  Charleston  the  light- house  was  blown 
up,  by  which  the  purpose  of  my  visit  was  essentially  promoted. 

After  the  bar  had  been  sounded  out,  two  ships  were  sunk,  one  on  the 
eastern  and  one  on  the  western  limit  of  the  channel,  which  served  to 
limit  the  field  of  operations. 

After  all  the  ships  which  were  to  be  sunk,  sixteen  in  number,  had 
been  brought  here  and  in  a  position  to  be  easily  moved,  they  were 
towed  in  by  the  smaller  steamers  and  placed  upon  and  inside  the  bar 
in  a  checkered  or  indented  form,  lying  as  much  as  possible  across  the 
direction  of  the  channel,  in  several  lines  some  distance  apart,  and  they 
were  made  so  nearly  to  overlie  each  other  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
draw  a  line  through  them  in  the  direction  of  the  channel  which  would 
not  be  intercepted  by  some  one  of  the  vessels. 
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There  were  several  principles  which  guided  me  in  choosing  the  place 
and  the  manner  for  sinking  the  vessels: 

1.  The  bar  was  selected  because  it  is  the  principal  and  culminating 
point  of  the  natural  deposit  in  this  line.  By  adding  the  materials  con¬ 
tained  in  the  hulks  to  those  already  placed  there  by  nature,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  natural  forces  which  aggregate  the  latter  will  tend  to 
keep  the  former  in  their  assigned  position. 

2.  By  putting  down  the  vessels  in  the  indented  form  it  was  intended 
to  create  a  material  obstruction  to  the  channel  without  seriously 
impeding  the  How  of  water. 

If  it  were  possible  to  build  a  wall  across  the  channel,  the  rivers, 
which  must  How  to  the  sea,  would  undoubtedly  take  another  and  simi 
lar  path;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  blocking  up  of  the  natural 
channel  is  only  partial,  the  water  may  retain  a  part  of  its  old  course 
and  require  the  addition  only  of  a  new  channel  of  small  capacity. 

3.  Lastly,  the  mode  of  sinking  the  vessels  is  intended  to  establish  a 
combination  of  artificial  interruptions  and  irregularities,  resembling 
on  a  small  scale  those  of  Hell  Gate  or  Holmes’  Hole,  and  producing, 
like  them,  eddies,  whirlpools,  and  countercurrents,  such  as  render  the 
navigation  of  an  otherwise  difficult  channel  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Henry  Davis, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Captain  of  the  Fleet. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Headquarters, 

Coosaichatchie ,  S.  G.,  December  20 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  General  Ripley  that  the  enemy 
brought  his  stone  fleet  to  the  entrance  of  Charleston  Harbor  to  day 
and  sunk  between  thirteen  and  seventeen  vessels  in  the  main  ship  chan¬ 
nel.  The  North  Channel  and  Maffitt’s  Channel  are  still  open.  This 
achievement,  so  unworthy  any  nation,  is  the  abortive  expression  of  the 
malice  and  revenge  of  a  people  which  it  wishes  to  perpetuate  by  ren¬ 
dering  more  memorable  a  day  hateful  in  their  calendar.  It  is  also 
indicative  of  their  despair  of  ever  capturing  a  city  they  design  to  ruin, 
for  they  can  never  expect  to  possess  what  they  labor  so  hard  to  reduce 
to  a  condition  not  to  be  enjoyed.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  certain  that 
an  attack  on  the  city  of  Charleston  is  not  contemplated,  and  we  must 
endeavor  to  be  prepared  against  assaults  elsewhere  on  the  Southern 
coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee, 
General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War:  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Major  Thomas  M.  Wagner,  South  Carolina  Artillery. 

Fort  Sumter, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  February  12 ,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  sinking  of  the  stone  fleet  at  the  entrance  ot 
Charleston  Harbor. 
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Ou  tlie  afternoon  of  December  18  a  large  increase  to  the  blockading 
squadron  was  observed.  The  majority  of  vessels  appeared  to  be  old 
whaling  and  trading  vessels.  On  the  19th,  the  weather  being  bad,  not 
much  progress  was  made  in  their  preparation  for  sinking.  A  few  of 
the  vessels  were  stripped.  By  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  great 
activity  was  observed;  fifteen  vessels  were  placed  in  line  more  or  less 
direct  across  the  main  ship  channel,  about  4  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  3  miles  E.  S.  E.  of  the  light  on  Morris  Island.  By  evening 
all  had  been  stripped,  dismasted,  and  sunk.  From  the  observations 
made  the  vessels  appeared  to  have  been  placed  in  a  single  irregular 
line,  with  intervals  of  100  feet,  making  a  distance  of  about  3,500  feet 
in  extent  from  shoal  to  shoal,  and  completely  occupying  the  channel. 
The  vessels  commenced  to  settle  immediately,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week 
but  little  was  to  be  seen  of  any  of  their  hulls.  They  have  now  entirely 
disappeared.  Large  portions  of  the  wrecks  have  from  time  to  time 
come  ashore.  The  position  of  the  blockading  squadron  has,  however, 
prevented  any  accurate  survey  being  made. 

On  January  20  another  fleet  came  to  anchor  off  the  port.  They  took 
up  their  position  in  a  line  extending  from  the  entrance  of  the  North 
Channel  southwardly  to  the  main  ship  channel.  The  vessels  were 
mostly  of  a  smaller  class  than  those  of  December.  They  were  fourteen 
in  number — barks  and  brigs.  They  were  stripped  and  towed  north 
wardly  to  their  positions,  which  were  on  the  south  edge  of  the  shoal 
known  as  the  Rattlesnake,  and  opposite  the  entrance  of  the  Maffitt’s 
Channel,  with  the  exception  of  one  vessel,  which  was  placed  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  shoal,  about  24  miles  east  of  the  other  vessels  and 
between  the  shoal  and  the  Long  Island  beach. 

The  line  extended  from  north  to  south,  and,  by  measurement,  64 
miles  E.  N.  E.  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  place  has  been  carefully  noted  ou 
the  chart  of  the  harbor  at  Fort  Sumter.  The  first  four  vessels  to  the 
north  of  the  line  were  sunk  on  the  western  end  of  the  Rattlesnake  in 
shoal  water,  the  balance  in  4  or  5  fathoms  water,  and  in  the  track  of 
vessels  entering  Charleston  Harbor  by  Maffitt’s  Channel. 

The  operations  on  both  occasions  were  superintended  by  six  armed 
steamers  and  a  sailing  frigate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  M.  Wagner, 

Major,  /S'.  C.  Artillery ,  Commanding  Fort  Sumter. 

Captain  Leo  D.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah ,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  December  21,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  regret  to  hear  of  the  hazardous  condition  of  the  Savannah. 
The  ship  must  not  be  endangered.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  take 
her  into  deep  water  whenever  you  may  think  it  necessary,  in  which 
case  you  will  please  resume  blockading  duty,  and  I  would  recommend 
your  cruising  down  the  coast  and  falling  in  with  Captain  Lardner  off 
St.  Simon’s,  consulting  with  him  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  in  heading  off  the  attempts  now  pending  of  the  running  of  the 
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blockade  by  vessels  loaded  with  arms  from  England,  of  which  I  have 
recent  and  important  information.  As  yon  have  but  fifteen  days’  water 
you  will  be  governed  accordingly,  and  return  to  Port  Royal  in  order 
to  refill  and  take  in  supplies.  1  will  endeavor  then  to  give  your  crew 
some  respite,  adopting  measures  to  check  the  uupleasaut  symptoms  of 
scurvy  which  you  have  reported. 

Commander  Drayton  will  go  down  to  Tybee  Roads  to  morrow  morning 
in  the  Pawnee.  Please  hand  over  tohim  such  information  as  your  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  roads  will  dictate  as  to  their  security  and  the  occupation 
of  the  island  by  our  forces. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Missroon, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah ,  Tybee  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomsha ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  December  21, 1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  propeller  Potomsha  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Before  sailing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Potomsha. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Propeller  Potomsha,  New  York. 

Mutatis  mutandis ,  Lieutenant  A.  C.  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  to  proceed  for 

blockade  duty  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part 
of  the  South  Atlantic  Blocking  Squadron. 

Before  sailing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Restless. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Bark  Restless,  New  lork. 

p.  S.— Touch  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  way  to  Port  Royal  to  receive 
stores  to  be  sent  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout’s  squadron. 


G.  Welles. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,■  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  boats  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

December  21,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  have  just  been  informed  that  there  are  about  fifty 
whaleboats  brought  here  by  the  steamer  Gahawba  from  stone  vessels 
that  were  consigned  to  you  and  recently  sunk.  I  have  been  some  time 
making  an  exertion  to  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  boats  for  necessary 
operations  in  these  waters,  and  these  would  come  in  play  very  oppor¬ 
tunely  if  you  will  authorize  me  to  take  them.  Please  inform  me  if  I 
can  have  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  schooner  Kate  Hale. 

Navy  Department,  December  22,  1861. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Kate  Hale,  Captain  Benton,  is  reported  to  have 
arrived  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  13th  instant,  ten  days 
from  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  with  a  full  cargo  of  naval  stores.  She  is  a 
fore  and  aft  schooner,  of  about  90  tons,  clean  built,  with  gaff-topsails, 
jib,  and  Hying  jib. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  modification 

of  blockading  instructions. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  after  due 
consideratiQu  L  determined  to  modify  the  fifth  rule  of  the  blockading 
instructions*  heretofore  issued  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  under  my  command. 

I  was  induced  to  do  this  in  consequence  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  considering  himself  bound  under 
the  former  rule,  warning  off  a  vessel  proceeding  toward  one  of  the 
blockaded  ports,  instead  of  capturing  her,  though  the  captain  admitted 
that  he  intended  to  run  the  blockade  and  was  well  supplied  with  money 
to  purchase  a  return  cargo  of  cotton. 

The  rule,  as  modified,  is  as  follows: 

Every  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockaded  port  is  to  be  boarded  and  examined, 
and  if  on  such  examination  any  irregularity  appears  in  her  papers,  or  there  are 


See  blockading  instructions,  October  24,  1861. 
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discovered  any  suspicious  circumstances  attending  tier  position  or  her  cargo,  and 
particularly  if  she  had  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  such  vessel  is  to  be  seized 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  T)u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  the  disposition  of  the 

blockading  vessels .' 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  24,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report  upon  the  disposition  of  the  blockading 
vessels,  such  changes  have  taken  place  as  to  make  another  report 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  the  Department  informed  on  this  subject. 
At  present  there  are  stationed — 

Off  Georgetown,  the  steamers  James  Adger  and  Augusta  and  sailing 
bark  the  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Off  Charleston,  the  steam  sloop  Mohican ,  the  steamer  Florida,  and  the 
sailing  bark  Roebuck. 

Off  Stono,  the  gunboat  Pocahontas. 

In  North  Edisto,  the  gunboats  Seneca  and  Penguin. 

In  St.  Helena  Sound,  the  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith  and  the  sailing 
sloop  of  war  Dale.  These  vessels  command  South  Edisto. 

In  Tybee  Roads,  the  steam  sloop  Pawnee,  the  steamer  Wyandotte,  the 
gunboat  Ottawa,  and  the  armed  tugs  the  Ellen  and  Henry  Andrew. 

Off  or  inside  of  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw,  the  steam  sloop  Seminole  and 
the  gunboat  Pembina. 

Off  Doboy  and  Sapelo,  the  steamer  Alabama. 

Off  St.  Simon’s,  the  frigate  Susquehanna. 

Off  Fernandina,  the  steamer  Bienville. 

The  sloop  Savannah,  withdrawn  from  Tybee  Roads  in  consequence 
of  her  grounding  at  low  water,  has  orders  to  form  an  outside  line  of 
blockade  by  cruising  from  St.  Augustine  to  Tybee  entrance,  and  the 
frigate  St.  Lawrence  will  proceed  to  sea  to  day  at  noon  on  the  same 
service. 

It  is  my  wish  and  purpose  to  hold  every  harbor,  inlet,  and  sound  on 
the  coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  except  Georgetown,  perhaps, 
and  Charleston,  by  having  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  at  anchor  in 
them  at  all  times,  and  as  soon  as  the  size  of  the  squadron  will  admit 
of  it,  vessels  will  be  so  stationed  and  furnished  with  supplies  and 
inspected  by  myself  from  time  to  time  as  may  bo  necessary. 

This  last  duty  of  personal  inspection  will  be  very  much  aided  by 
having  a  dispatch  steam  vessel  of  convenient  size  and  good  speed,  so 
that  1  need  not  be  detained  too  long  from  my  headquarters,  for  which 
I  would  be  greatly  obliged  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rodgers, 
V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  3.  S.  Flag,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of 
Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  to-morrow  morning  in  the  steam  sloop 
Flag,  under  your  command,  to  Wassaw  Sound,  to  take  part  in  the 
blockade  of  that  entrance  to  Savannah. 

You  will  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole ,  in  the  event  of 
his  being  there  ;  and  if  he  is  not  there  you  will  take  charge  of  the  duty 
of  the  blockade,  and  will  prevent  the  departure  of  the  Fingal,  now 
lying  in  Wilmington  River  loaded  with  cotton  and  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  put  to  sea. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Flag. 


Destruction  of  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  December  24,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  24th 
ultimo  the  Gem  of  th'e  Sea,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Baxter,  ran  on  shore  and  burned  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales, 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence  (on  the  list  of  vessels  furnished  by  the 
Department),  laden  with  salt  and  oranges,  at  North  Inlet,  9  miles  to 
the  north  of  the  entrance  to  Georgetown.  His  report  is  enclosed. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  energy  and  zeal  shown 
by  Lieutenant  Baxter  in  this  enterprise. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  the  Augusta, 
Commander  Parrott,  captured  the  schooner  Island  Belle,  of  Nassau, 
laden  with  sugar  and  molasses,  about  12  miles  S.  E.  of  Bull’s  Island 
light.  She  had  a  clearance  for  Baltimore,  but  when  first  seen  was 
standing  in  for  Bull’s  Bay. 

The  Island  Belle  was  built  at  Charleston  in  1801  and  called  the 
General  Ripley ,  and  her  certificate  of  British  registry  bears  date 
November  4,  1861. 

Commander  Parrott  sent  her  to  New  York. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Gem  of 

the  Sea. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  December  25,  1861. 
Sir:  About  half  past  7  o’clock  yesterday  morning,  as  we  were  cruis¬ 
ing  off  the  north  end  of  North  Island,  wind  from  north,  saw  a  schooner 
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running  down  the  coast  close  inshore.  We  immediately  tacked  ship 
and  stood  to  the  IS.  E.  in  order  to  cut  her  off.  She  then  hauled  to  the 
wind  aud  stood  in  for  the  land.  We  immediately  tacked  ship  again, 
hoisted  our  colors,  and  stood  in  for  land.  As  she  did  not  show  her 
colors  we  tired  a  shot  across  her  bows,  to  which  she  paid  no  attention. 
We  then  gave  her  another  shot,  which  fell  astern  of  her.  A  third  shot 
was  then  fired,  which  we  afterwards  discovered  went  through  her  bul¬ 
warks,  cut  in  two  a  spar  lying  on  deck,  then  struck  a  cask  o*f  water, 
and  glanced  through  her  deck  into  the  hold.  Four  more  shots  were 
fired  at  her,  which  did  no  execution.  As  the  last  shot  was  fired  she 
passed  into  the  North  [Inlet]  entrance,  and  after  running  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  point  ran  aground.  One  of  her  boats  was 
immediately  lowered  and  pulled  with  all  haste  up  the  creek.  The  creek 
or  channel  could  be  plainly  seen  from  the  masthead.  We  were  then 
lying  to,  about  2  miles  from  land,  in  5  fathoms  water.  We  lowered  the 
first  cutter  without  delay  and  sent  Mr.  Coffin  (master’s  mate)  toward 
shore  to  take  soundings.  At  this  time  a  sail  was  reported  bearing  S.  E. 
from  us,  which  we  soon  made  out  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger.  The 
captain’s  gig  was  then  lowered,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Clarke  (executive  officer) 
was  sent  in  to  reconnoiter,  and  soon  after  the  schooner  was  reported  to 
be  on  fire  and  two  boats  pulling  away  from  her  up  the  creek  for  dear 
life.  On  coming  up  with  the  first  cutter,  Mr.  Clarke  joined  Mr.  Coffin, 
sent  his  own  boat  back,  pulled  inside  the  bar  and  boarded  the  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  loaded  with  fruit  and  salt.  Her  cabin  was  in  flames 
aud  the  wind  was  blowing  the  fire  forward.  As  the  tide  was  rising, 
she  soon  swung  off,  when  he  let  go  her  anchors.  This  brought  her 
head  to  the  wind  and  took  the  fire  over  her  stern,  after  which  Mr. 
Clark  left  her  and  pulled  for  the  bark  to  report.  In  the  meantime  we 
had  lowered  the  second  cutter  and  sent  Mr.  Provost  (acting  master)  to 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Clarke.  Signals  for  assistance  were  also  set  for 
the  steamer,  but  she  only  came  within  2  miles  of  us  and  there  lay  with¬ 
out  answering  them  for  at  least  two  hours.  The  second  cutter  went  in 
and  boarded  the  schooner,  passing  Mr.  Clark  on  his  return  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the  breakers.  Mr.  Provost  immediately  set 
all  hands  to  work  to  check  the  fire,  hoping  to  save  the  schooner  and 
bring  her  out  to  sea.  Having  no  buckets,  the  whole  complement  of 
cooking  utensils,  such  as  saucepans,  kettles,  coffee  pots,  etc.,  were 
brought  into  requisition,  and  after  an  hour’s  hard  labor,  throwing  water 
and  sprinkling  salt  over  the  burning  timbers,  the  fire  was  subdued. 
By  this  time  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Coffin  had  returned  and  we  at  once 
hove  up  the  anchors  and  attempted  to  tow  her  out.  Another  boat 
then  came  alongside  from  the  bark,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Molloy  (mas¬ 
ter’s  mate).  They  succeeded  in  towing  her  out  of  the  creek,  when  a  fire 
was  opened  upon  them  with  rifies  from  the  mainland,  the  bullets  drop¬ 
ping  and  skipping  around  them  so  thick  and  fast  that  they  attempted 
to  turn  from  the  channel  and  find  a  passage  to  tow  her  through  the 
breakers.  She  soon  grounded,  however,  and  finding  no  passage 
except  through  the  channel,  which  runs  close  under  the  land  within  150 
yards  of  the  beach  where  this  company  of  riflemen  were  stationed,  they 
were  obliged  to  abandon  the  schooner,  but  not  until  they  had  kindled 
good  fires  fore  and  aft.  The  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Provost, 
was  detained  some  time  longer  than  the  other  boats,  in  order  to  get 
the  fire  well  started,  when,  as  she  crossed  the  breakers,  eight  rebels 
made  their  appearance  on  the  point  (having  crept  along  on  the  outside  of 
the  island  while  they  were  inside)  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the 
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boat,  which  was  returned  from  all  the  boats.  None  of  our  men  were 
injured,  although  the  bullets  fell  over  and  around  them  as  fast  as  the 
scoundrels  could  load  and  fire  their  pieces.  The  steamer  came  within 
hailing  distance  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  having  a  consultation  with 
Captain  Marchand,  we  sent  in  five  boats  (two  from  the  bark  and  three 
from  the  steamer)  to  blow  the  schooner  to  pieces,  fearing  that  otherwise 
she  might  not  be  effectually  destroyed.  But  on  reaching  the  breakers 
the  tide  was  found  to  be  entirely  too  low  for  the  boats  to  enter,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt.  On  turning  to  leave,  our  boats 
were  greeted  with  terrific  yells  from  the  rebels  on  the  island,  and  also 
with  another  charge  of  musketry,  but  received  no  injury. 

The  schooner  is  still  burning  this  morning,  and  her  masts  have  gone 
overboard,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  she  and  her  cargo  are  hope¬ 
lessly  ruined. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  9 ,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  official  report,  with 
extracts  from  your  log,  detailing  the  circumstances  under  which,  on  the 
24th  ultimo,  you  chased  and  drove  into  the  breakers  and  set  on  fire  the 
schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  and  for  the  gallant  conduct  of  your  officers 
and  men  when  exposed  in  their  boats  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  please  receive  my  warm  commendation  for  the  spirit  and 
zeal  which  governed  your  conduct  in  the  performance  of  this  service. 

I  have  forwarded  your  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  same  for  my  own 
files. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -  Officer. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

U.  S.  Park  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  Ammen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  reconnoissances  in  the  North 
Edisto  River ,  December  24-29 ,  1861. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  <7.,  February  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  the  report 
of  Commander  Drayton  of  a  reconnoissance  in  South  and  North 
Edisto. 

I  have  since  this  reconnoissance  always  had  one  or  two  ships  in  North 
Edisto,  and  I  herewith  enclose  three  interesting  reports*  of  Lieutenant 

*Two  reports  referred  to  bear  dates  of  January  8  and  21,  1862,  and  will  be  found 
under  dates  of  January  5  and  21,  1862. 
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Commanding  Ammen,  of  tlie  Seneca ,  detailing  occurrences  there  up  to 
a  very  recent  period. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Don.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  December  29,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  the  Seneca  entered  North  Edisto  Harbor  on  the  noon  of  the 
following  day.  Not  having  taken  the  precaution  to  run  up  the  distance 
and  anchor  off  the  port  in  the  morning,  owing  to  a  strong  northeast 
wind  and  consequent  current,  we  found  ourselves  at  daylight  near 
Charleston. 

We  found  the  Penguin  at  North  Edisto,  and  that  the  blacks  under 
her  charge  on  Botany  Bay  Island  were  constantly  increasing  in  num¬ 
ber  and  amounting  at  this  time  probably  to  between  700  and  900. 
They  have  built  huts  and  appear  contented,  but  I  fear  their  supplies  of 
corn  will  soon  fall  short,  owing  to  their  improvidence  and  the  limited 
extent  of  country  over  which  they  range. 

I  bring  from  the  Penguin  three  prisoners — white  men — who  were  taken 
by  the  negroes  on  Edisto  Island  and  brought  on  board  of  that  vessel 
by  them.  They  are  doubtless  the  three  men  alluded  to  in  my  verbal 
report  of  the  22d. 

I  found  at  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  west  point  of  Edisto  Har¬ 
bor  141  VIII- inch  shells  buried  in  the  sand;  they  were  saboted, 
filled,  and  fuzed.  Owing  to  their  exposure  I  thought  the  fuzes  defect¬ 
ive,  even  if  ever  so  good  quality,  and  therefore  carried  the  shell  to  the 
low- water  mark,  to  prevent  accident  on  the  removal  of  the  fuzes.  The 
shells  themselves  are  not  of  such  quality  as  we  would  wish  to  use  in 
our  service. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  owing  to  exact  information  that  the  house 
of  Mr.  King  was  again  the  quarters  of  rebels,  this  vessel  went  up  the 
river  and,  from  a  convenient  locality,  shelled  the  premises,  and  also  a 
wood  on  White  Point,  in  which  a  number  of  cavalry  had  taken  refuge. 
They  left  in  haste  and,  I  am  informed,  with  the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or 
wounded. 

I  learned  yesterday  evening  that  on  the  26th  1,000  additional  men 
had  arrived  at  the  localities  mentioned,  and  that  on  the  27th  two  heavy 
pieces  of  artillery  had  been  brought,  and  that  on  the  28tli  six  addi¬ 
tional  pieces  had  arrived,  two  of  which  had  been  carried  to  some  point 
that  I  could  not  ascertain.  On  this  morning  the  Seneca,  accompanied 
by  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  shelled  the  locality, 
and  some  fifty  cavalry,  who  took  to  flight.  Not  doubting  the  fact  of 
heavy  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  brought  and  not  yet  in  battery,  I 
regarded  as  of  sufficient  importance  and  falling  within  my  instructions 
to  communicate  with  you  without  delay. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  Wadmelaw,  John’s,  and  some  parts  ot 
North  Edisto  islands  are  infested  with  gangs  of  rebel  cavalry,  whose 
principal,  if  not  sole,  object  is  to  drive  the  negroes  into  the  interior. 
We  understand  there  is  a  large  encampment  within  3  miles  of  Rock¬ 
ville,  and  that  at  low  tide  they  visit  that  locality;  but  not  wishing  to 
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injure  property,  and  bearing  in  mind  your  order  to  that  effect,  I  have 

n°I  have  established  a  beacon  and  range  on  the  southwest  side  of  North 
Edisto  Harbor  and  find  they  answer  well  for  our  drait  of  water,  but  will 
reserve  sailing  directions  until  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
soundings  in  the  vicinity  of  the  range  and  over  the  bar. 

Bearing  in  mind  your  enquiry  as  to  the  use  of  Stono  as  a  port  for 
Charleston,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  prisoners  appears  to 

have  exact  information  on  that  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hanl.  Ammen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  V.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information 

obtained  from  a  desevtev  vegavding  Fovt  Pulaski  and  Savannah ?  Ga , 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  some  interesting 
items  of  news  referring  to  Pulaski  and  Savannah  (obtained  from  a 
deserter),  which  were  sent  up  here  yesterday  from  Tybee  by  Com¬ 
mander  Missroon. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

The  following  items  were  given  by  a  deserter  from  Fort  Pulaski  who 
escaped  to  Tybee  Island  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  December,  1801, 
named  William  Barr,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  citizen  of  Philadelphia: 

There  are  now  more  than  500  troops  in  the  fort  and  about  9,000  in 
and  about  Savannah,  about  which  city  they  are  throwing  up  earth¬ 
works. 

There  is  a  tight  raft,  very  long  (about  300  feet),  proposed  to  be  used 
to,  or  for  firing  the  shipping,  lying  near  Fort  Jackson;  it  is  covered 
with  combustible  materials. 

That  he  (Barr)  cast  loose  the  raft  of  square  timber,  which  I  lately 
towed  to  the  island.  He  had  cast  loose  another,  which  had  been  recov¬ 
ered  by  the  enemy.  He  said  every  stick  cost  $10,  and  was  used  to 
glance  the  shells  expected  to  be  thrown  into  Pulaski  and  protect  the 
men  at  the  guns  in  casemate. 

That  an  attack  by  land  and  water  is  looked  for.  There  is  one  rifle 
cannon  in  Pulaski  only,  and  five  X-inch  columbiads  and  thjrty-four 
heavy  VUI-inch,  and  32s. 

There  are  four  mortars  of  X-inch  and  one  of  XH-inch. 

The  XH-inch  mortar  alluded  to  is  placed  near  the  wharf  and  about 
half  a  mile  from  Pulaski,  and  somewhat  nearer  to  Tybee  than  the  fort; 
between  that  mortar  and  the  fort  is  placed  another  mortar,  X-inch. 

The  troops  about  Savannah  have  the  Enfield  and  other  improved 
muskets,  but  those  in  the  fort  use  the  smoothbore  musket. 
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They  have  plenty  of  powder  and  ball  for  their  cannon :  they  calcu¬ 
lated  ten  days’  supply,  at  ten  hours  a  day. 

The  troops  are  regularly  paid  in  Confederate  money,  which  passes 
freely  and  as  good  as  gold  there. 

The  raft  cut  loose  had  161  logs,  costing  them  $10  a  log. 

There  is  no  talk  of  giving  in,  in  any  quarter.  They  are  determined 
to  tight  it  out,  and  expect  succor  in  the  action  of  England  and  France. 

Ihey  are  expecting  the  news  of  a  figlit  in  Virginia  daily. 

The  troops  are  well  fed;  fresh  bread  daily,  and  fresh  beef  six  days  in 
the  week.  The  troops  are  satisfied  and  well. 

The  negroes  are  strong  secessionists  and  nine  out  of  ten  are  believed 
to  be  ready  to  fight  for  the  Confederacy. 

Several  negroes,  taken  by  the  fleet  or  army  at  Hilton  Head,  have 
returned  to  their  masters  in  Savannah.  Females  left  Savannah  about 
the  8th  of  November  and  returned  afterwards. 

Soon  after  we  took  possession  of  the  island  the  enemy  got  together 
a  foice  of  1,000  men  to  retake  it.  Many  of  these  troops  were  actually 
on  board  steamboats,  when  the  order  was  countermanded  by  General 
Lee.  Their  plan  was  to  send  1,500  troops  to  the  southwest  end  of  the 
island  t  Tybee)  and  500  to  King’s  Landing,  opposite  Pulaski.  General 
Lee  said  the  position  of  the  ships  rendered  the  attack  useless. 

Major  Olm stead  commands  Pulaski.  Tattnall  has  three  steamers 
and  one  flatboat,  with  three  heavy  guns,  one  of  them  a  rifle.  Two 
more  are  now  building;  one  will  be  finished  in  a  fortnight. 

Barr  is  particularly  intelligent  and  anxious  to  be  useful. 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd , 
L .  S.  -A  ary,  commanding  L  .  S.  S.  Ellen,  to  report  the  circumstances  of 
an  attach  upon  that  vessel  in  Skull  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Harbor,  [ Ga .],  December  25,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  Port  Koyal  and  report  yourself  at  once  to 
the  flag-officer  and  make  a  report  of  the  circumstances  of  your  being 
fired  into.  Should  you  find  the  battery  still  in  position  in  Skull  Creek, 
[South  Carolina],  do  not  wait  to  engage  it  or  fire  further  than  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  distract  their  attention  in  passing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Acting  Master  Budd, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ellen. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  reason  for  send¬ 
ing  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Ellen  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Harbor,  [Ga.],  December  25,  1861. 
Sir  :  As  I  think  it  well  that  you  should  be  informed  of  the  Elleii’s 
being  fired  into  while  passing  through  Skull  Creek,  I  send  her  back, 
with  a  request,  however,  that  she  be  returned  to  me  if  possible,  as  the 
N  w  R — yol  12 - 28 
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Fingal  may  well  try  to  run  to  sea  at  night  by  this  P^age,  which  is  at 
least  a  mile  wide  and  requires  more  vessels  to  properly  watch  than 
will  have  when  she  leaves,  as  both  the  Pembina  and ^ 
Commander  Gillis  at  Wassaw.  It  is  certain,  I  think,  that  the  1  ingal 

is  still  near  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  Drayton 

Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  -  „  , 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Loyal  Harbor. 


General  order  of  Commander  Drayton ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  chase 

of  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Harbor,  December  25,  1861. 

Sir:  As  it  is  not  improbable  that  vessels,  particularly  the  Fingal, 
may  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  to  sea  the  first  dark  night,  you  will  be 
prepared,  on  a  signal  being  made  from  this  vessel  of  the  preparatory, 
to  get  underway  and  also  open  your  battery  on  the  passing  vessel, 
which  you  will  follow  to  sea,  if  able  to  run  out  in  the  night,  should  the 
signal  to  chase  be  made  from  this  vessel.  You  will  be  careful  to  keep 
always  the  bearings  of  our  own  vessels  so  as  not  to  lire  in  their 
directions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J  P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  his  views  regarding  the  blocking  of 
Wilmington  River. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  26,  1861. 

General:  I  have  decided,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  that  it  would  be  expedient,  so  far  as  the  blockade  only  is  concerned, 
to  block  up  Wilmington  River,  the  second  entrance  to  Savannah,  as 
effectually  as  Savannah  River  itself  is  blocked  up,  by  sinking  one  or 
more  of  the  stone  ships  at  the  place  where  the  former  empties  into 
Wassaw  Sound. 

But  before  doing  so  I  am  desirous  of  conferring  with  you  and  learn¬ 
ing  whether  this  proceeding  will  interfere  with  any  plans  or  views  of 
your  own. 

Will  you  please  to  let  me  know  your  own  views  on  this  point,  which 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  will  meet  with  my  heartiest  concur¬ 
rence. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
ront,  L .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  blocking  of  Wilmington  River. 


My  Bear  Commodore  :  I  send  you  Gillmore’s  report,  but  Lave  not 
bad  time  to  have  it  copied;  therefore  please  return  it  to  me  as  soon  as 
once  ^ 6  C0Piec^  ^  hasten,  because  I  know  you  want  the  facts  at 


1  propose  this:  Let  the  stone  ships  stand  in  statu  quo  until  Wilming¬ 
ton  is  arrows  are  examined;  and  if  they  are  found  as  represented,  then 
stop  up  W  llmmgton  River. 

But  we  must  know  the  positive  facts.  If  Wilmington  Narrows  are 
as  represented,  we  know  what  to  do. 

Yours,  truly, 


T.  W.  Sherman, 

-cm  ~  ^  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Batch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon¬ 
tas,  of  engagement  with  Confederate  shore  battery  at  Stono  Inlet,  South 

Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  1361. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  engaged  in  the  blockade 
ot  Stono,  and  being  at  anchor  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  a  steamer 
came  down  through  one  of  the  island  channels  and  passed  in  front  of 
Stono  Inlet  and,  I  was  in  hopes,  in  range  of  our  guns.  I  directed  the 
X-inch  gun  to  be  fired  at  her,  but  before  the  shot  could  be  repeated  she 
had  passed  across  the  inlet  up  another  channel.  My  impression  is  that 
the  steamer  brought  down  a  reconnoitering  party. 

Soon  after  firing  on  the  steamer  two  batteries  opened  on  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  with  rifled  guns,  which  dropped  their  shot  only  from  50  to  150 
yards  short,  and  I  can  commend  their  accuracy  of  fire. 

We  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  two  batteries,  firing  twelve  15-second 
shells  and  three  32-pounder  solid  shot,  but  the  distance  was  too  great 
to  reach  them,  and  I  have  to  report  that,  owing  to  our  strong  desire  to 
get  closer,  this  ship  touched  the  bottom  several  times,  but  being  soft, 
and  having  been  promptly  relieved  from  her  unpleasant  situation,  I 
can  confidently  express  the  opinion  that  she  is  uninjured  either  in  hull, 
lower  masts,  or  bowsprit,  as  also  in  her  machinery. 

The  enemy  discontinuing  the  fire,  and  having  had  the  last  shot  at 
his  batteries,  I  stood  out  in  deeper  water  and  anchored. 

The  superiority  in  range  of  his  guns  was  soon  discovered  by  us,  and 
we  could  but  express  the  regret  that  the  depth  of  water  prevented  us 
from  shortening  the  distance,  and  thus  equalizing  the  power  of  his 
guns. 

I  herewith  enclose,  to  be  forwarded,  a  report  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs,  in  accordance  with 
general  order  dated  Navy  Department,  August  16,  1852,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Trnxtun ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  reconnaissance  in 
South  JEdisto  River ,  South  Carolina ,  December  26,  2 /,  1861. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 

Otter  Island,  St.  Selena  Sound,  S.  C.,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir  •  I  have  to  make  the  following  report :  Last  evening  (26th  instant) 
Colonel  Thomas  Welsh,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  N  oluuteers,  command¬ 
ing  the  post  on  Otter  Island,  informed  me  that  his  picket  guard  on  the 
upper  end  of  Fenwick’s  Island  had  seen  a  small  schooner  cruising 
about  in  the  South  Edisto  River.  I  therefore  dispatched  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning  the  launch  and  first  cutter  with  the  marine  guard, 
under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  William  Ottiwell  and  Midship¬ 
man  Silas  W.  Terry,  to  capture  the  schooner  and  also  to  make  a  general 
reconnoissance  of  both  banks  of  the  river  as  tar  up  as  time  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  would  permit.  The  boats  returned  at  9  o’clock  this  evening 
without  having  seen  the  schooner.  Mr.  Ottiwell  reports  all  the  houses 
on  Bailey’s  and  Raccoon  islands  to  be  standing  in  apparent  good  order, 
but  the  plantations  entirely  deserted. 

There  being  no  signs  of  secession  forces  on  the  upper  side  of  Raccoou 
Island,  he  proceeded  on  in  obedience  to  my  instructions  to  Pine  Land¬ 
ing  to  rest  the  men.  He  there  found  a  large,  deserted  house.  Having 
placed  picket  guards,  the  men  were  sent  to  dinner.  A  few  minutes 
after  the  guard  reported  seeing  a  carriage  through  the  woods  driving 
down  the  road.  Mr.  Ottiwell  with  a  detachment  of  marines  at  once 
started  in  pursuit.  After  going  a  few  hundred  yards  and  turning  a 
bend  in  the  road  he  came  upon  a  cart  half  loaded,  with  the  horse  har¬ 
nessed  to  it,  standing  in  a  potato  field.  He  also  saw  a  carriage  driving 
rapidly  down  the  road  toward  Eddingsville.  After  thoroughly  exam¬ 
ining  the  neighborhood,  and  convincing  himself  that  the  place  had  just 
been  hastily  abandoned,  he  returned  to  his  boats  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  to  a  house  reported  by  the  negro  pilot  as  belonging  to  Governor 
Aiken,  in  the  porch  of  which  a  white  woman  was  standing  watching 
his  movements.  When  about  50  or  60  yards  from  the  front  of  the 
house  two  persons  in  the  uniform  of  officers  stepped  out  of  the 
house  and  placed  their  muskets  against  the  railing  of  the  veranda. 
They  were  almost,  immediately  followed  by  some  10  or  12  armed 
men.  One  of  the  officers  invited  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  land.  On  being 
asked  “Who  are  you"?”  he  replied,  “Pickets  of  the  Fourth  South  Car¬ 
olina  Regiment.  Come  on  shore,  I  tell  you.”  On  Mr.  Ottiwell  declin¬ 
ing  to  do  so,  the  whole  body  immediately  fired  a  volley  at  the  boats  and 
took  shelter  behind  the  oak  trees  and  shrubbery,  from  where  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  fire  till  dislodged  by  canister  from  the  boat  gun  and  the 
musketry  of  the  marines  and  boats’  erews,  when  they  fled  behind  the 
house  for  refuge.  A  shell  thrown  through  the  house  forced  them  to 
take  flight  along  a  road  leading  to  a  village  of  negro  quarters  about  a 
mile  distant.  Mr.  Ottiwell  continued  to  throw  shell  after  them  as  long 
as  they  remained  in  range,  and  maintained  his  position  in  front  of  the 
house  for  twenty-five  minutes,  after  which  he  slowly  retired  down  the 
river  without  a  single  man  wounded  or  a  boat  struck. 

From  the  fact  of  the  bridges  being  destroyed,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  the  lower  or  eastern  end  of  South  Edisto  Island  only  that  has 
been  abandoned,  and  that  the  western  portion  is  still  held  in  quiet  pos¬ 
session  by  the  rebels.  Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  productive 
of  any  visible  results,  I  trust  the  sudden  and  evidently  unexpected 
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presence  of  our  boats  will  prove  to  them  that  we  are  not  sleeping  on 
our  watch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  postponement  of  operations. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  December  27,  1861. 

Commodore  :  Yours  of  yesterday  is  received.  Our  plans  for  cam¬ 
paign  are  not  fully  matured,  but  in  the  meanwhile  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  work  you  refer  to  be  postponed  until  I  have  the 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  you,  which  will  be  to-day,  if  possible 
for  me  to  get  over  to  the  Wabash.  I  will  try  to  be  there  this  afternoon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  forwarding  consular  information  regarding  secret  signals  used 

by  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  December  27, 1861. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch 
(No.  41)  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Havre  in  relation  to  secret  signals  used  by  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  41.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

Havre,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully ,  to  state  that  through  the  same 
source  of  intelligence  indicated  in  my  dispatch  No.  40,  I  have  learned 
that  the  Bermuda  employs  as  a  secret  signal  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  being  three  legs  of  a  man  upon  white  ground.  My  skill  would 
fail  me  to  give  a  satisfactory  figure  of  it. 

A  shot  was  sent  across  her  bows  by  the  guns  at  Savannah,  upon 
which  she  raised  this  signal  and  a  free  passage  was  at  once  given. 

It  doubtless  has  heretofore  been  the  understood  signal  for  recognizing 
English  vessels  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  was  in  error  in  saying  she  coaled  at  Falmouth.  She  received  there 
her  bill  of  health  and  thence  proceeded  to  Madeira,  where  she  coaled. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  O.  Putnam. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  blocking  of  the  passage  between  Savannah  Due) 
and  Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir:  From  your  letter  of  25th,  received  to-day,  and  from  information 
obtained  from  Master  Commanding  Mather  and  Pilot  Godfrey,  there 
seems  to  be  a  passage  from  the  Savannah  River  to  Wassaw  Sound  near 

Little  Tybee.  7  7  ~ 

I  learn  from  the  prisoners  now  on  board  that  the  liiVCTgiddc^  vom- 
mander  Tattnall’s  steamer,  has  recently  gone  through  this  passage,  the 
prisoners  being  on  board  the  Everglade  at  the  time. 

It  becomes  important,  not  alone  tor  securely  blocking  up  the  Jtmgal, 
but  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  the  pilot  boats  now  employed  for  the 
transshipment  of  cargoes  at  Wassaw,  to  have  this  passage  examined. 
You  will  therefore  please  direct  Commander  Rodgers  to  take  the  Henry 
Andrew  and  make  a  reconnoissance,  using  proper  caution.  I  have  no 
objection  to  having  the  passage  obstructed  by  one  or  more  stone 
vessels,  but  the  Wilmington  River  must  be  left  open  yet.  I  think  the 
Seminole's  launch,  with  gun  and  armed  boat’s  crew,  should  accompauy 
the  Andreic  in  this  reconnoissance. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  pilotage  and  police  of  Beaufort  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  December  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  enquiring  what  are  the  wishes  of  the  Department  in  respect  to 
the  pilotage  and  police  of  Beaufort  Harbor. 

If  Port  Royal  is  to  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  of  course  civil  officers 
will  be  appointed  and  municipal  laws  established,  which  authority  will 
make  a  tariff  of  prices  to  govern  pilots.  Until  that  shall  be  done  the 
place  will  be  under  martial  law  and  under  the  control  of  the  highest 
military  authority  there,  and  the  naval  commandant  should  regulate 
the  pilotage  as  he  deems  best  for  the  public  service.  The  boats  sent 
to  you  are  entirely  under  naval  authority,  and  the  officers  are  not  enti¬ 
tled  to  any  remuneration  beyond  their  pay. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  reports  relative  to  the 
steamer  R.  B.  Forbes,  was  duly  received,  and  also  your  two  letters  of 
the  20th  instant,  concerning  the  prize  Sarah  and  Caroline  and  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabine,  with  their  respective  enclosures. 

The  R.  B.  Forbes,  when  again  ready  for  service,  will  be  attached  to 
the  bomb  flotilla,  under  Commander  D.  D.  Porter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  consular  dispatches  regarding  the  arrival  of  blockade 
runners  at  Nassau,  New  Providence ,  and  the  attitude  of  the  authorities 
there  regarding  transshipment  of  coal. 


Navy  Department,  December  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  copies  of  two  letters  from  the 
American  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  one  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  other  to  George  W.  Blunt,  esq.,  relative  to  cer¬ 
tain  vessels  that  have  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston  and  to  the  action 
of  the  authorities  at  Nassau. 

As  the  object  of  the  Department  in  sending  the  Flambeau  to  Nas¬ 
sau  seems  to  be  frustrated  by  the  English  authorities,  it  will  devolve 
upon  your  squadron  to  close  the  Southern  ports  on  the  Atlantic 
entirely  to  the  trade  with  Nassau;  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that 
you  will  obstruct,  at  all  hazards,  both  of  the  channels  to  Charleston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  (No.  39)  received  from  the  United  States  consul  at 
Nassau,  relating  to  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  several  coal-laden  ves¬ 
sels  and  of  the  danger  of  their  capture  by  the  insurgent  craft. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosures.] 

No.  39.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the 
steamer  Ella  Warley,  from  Charleston,  with  1,000  bales  of  cotton.  She 
is  the  steamer  Isabel,  lately  so  called,  and  I  presume  she  is  armed. 
Several  coal-laden  vessels  are  now  due;  one  has  arrived  in  this  harbor, 
and  one  is  now  in  the  offing,  prevented  from  crossing  the  bar  by  the 
strong  gale  which  has  prevailed  for  some  days. 

Nothing  would  be  easier  than  the  capture  of  these  Government 
stores  by  these  secession  craft,  and  every  facility  would  be  afforded  by 
the  mass  of  the  people  here. 

I  have,  some  months  since,  advised  the  Department  of  the  necessity 
for  one  of  our  cruisers  being  dispatched  to  cruise  off  these  islands,  most 
particularly  in  the  New  Providence  channels. 

May  I  again  reiterate  the  suggestion? 

I  think  it  would  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  deluded 
people  here,  who  openly  sympathize  with  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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U.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  10, 1861 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  tlie  opportunity  offered  by  Captain  James  Bain, 
of  the  brig  Forest  City,  totally  wrecked  at  Abaco  on  the  24tli  ultimo, 
to  drop  you  a  line,  recommending  him  to  your  notice  as  one  of  the  very 
honest  wreck  captains  I  have  ever  met. 

Secession  is  rampant  here  now. 

Last  week  the  steamer  Ella  Warley,  late  Isabel,  arrived  from  Charles¬ 
ton  direct,  with  1,000  bales  cotton.  Aesterday  the  British  steamer 
Gladiator  arrived  from  London,  deeply  laden  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  the  rebels,  and  this  morning  the  steamer  Theodora  again 
arrived  here  from  Charleston,  a  little  damaged  by  the  long  and  heavy 
gale  which  has  just  abated. 

1  have  just  received  a  consignment  of  several  cargoes  of  coal  from 
the  U.  S.  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  people  here  remonstrate 
with  Governor  Nesbitt  against  its  being  discharged  here;  but  they 
were  told  that  no  law  could  prevent  it. 

The  merchants  here  swear  that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  be 
reshipped  on  any  national  vessel,  as  it  would  infringe  the  neutrality  (?) 
laws. 

This  is  a  pretty  barefaced  operation  in  the  face  of  three  secession 
steamers  now  lying  in  sight  of  the  consulate,  two  discharging  cotton 
and  one  loaded  to  the  bends  with  arms  for  the  damned  rebels  of  the 
South,  whom  may  God  speedily  destroy. 

H.  K.  H.  Prince  Alfred  visited  us  last  week,  and  was  most  enthusi¬ 
astically  received,  several  balls  and  dinners  being  given  in  his  honor. 

I  have  written  to  the  Department  of  State  several  times  within  the 
past  four  months  to  send  an  armed  cruiser  to  this  vicinity,  but  as  yet 
none  have  appeared. 

Yours,  etc.,  in  haste, 


Hon.  George  W.  Blunt. 


Samuel  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul,  Nassau. 


3  p.  m.  I  have  just  received  notice  from  the  governor,  Nesbitt,  thatl 
may  ‘‘land  the  Government  coals,  but  only  on  condition  that  they  shall 
not  be  put  on  board  any  vessel  of  war  of  the  II.  S.  Navy  during  hostili¬ 
ties  now  unhappily  existing  in  America.” 

Please  give  publicity  to  this  damnable  extract  and  oblige, 

Yours,  truly, 


Samuel  Whiting. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  urging 
the  necessity  of  a  more  efficient  blockade  for  the  restriction  of  trade  with 
Nassau,  and  transmitting  correspondence. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  28,  1861. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  two  communications  of  yesterday,  enclosing 
copies  of  dispatches  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  trade  between  Nassau  and  ports  in  the  insurgeut  States,  by 
which  large  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  are  introduced  into  such 
States  and  cargoes  of  cotton  and  rice  exported  therefrom,  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  transmit  for  your  further  information  on  this  subject  a 
copy  of  a  communication  received  to-day  from  the  superintendent  of 
police  of  New  York,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  W.  H. 
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Macdonald,  'which  accompanied  it,  showing  the  extent  of  this  unlawful 
trade  and  indicating  the  mode  by  which  it  could  be  prevented. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  prompt  means  should  be  taken  to  render 
the  blockade  more  efficient  and  thus  prevent  the  introduction  of  supplies 
into  the  insurgent  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o  f  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


Office  of  the  Superintendent 

of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 


New  YorTc,  December  26 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  me  to-day  by  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Macdonald,  late  a  shipmaster  running  out  of  Charleston. 

In  my  conversation  he  stated  that  opportunity  is  open  for  procuring 
arms,  etc.,  and  breaking  up  the  Nassau  traffic. 

He  says  he  had  $200  offered  to  him  to  take  charge  of  a  vessel  to  run 
the  blockade,  and  that  if  the  crew  had  been  white  instead  of  black,  as 
it  was,  he  would  have  taken  the  job  and  have  run  the  vessel  into  a 
Northern  port  or  into  the  blockading  squadron.  But  he  feared  the 
captain  and  mate  would  be  too  much  for  him  with  nothing  but  a  black 
crew  to  back  him. 

Any  vessel  going  to  Nassau  for  freight  to  run  the  blockade  can  get 
it  if  the  officer  in  charge  will  arrange  it  right,  and  a  few  captures  in 
this  way  would  cure  the  recklessness  with  which  supplies  have  been 


thrown  into  the  Southern  ports. 
It  is  worth  looking  at. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


John  A.  Kennedy, 

Superintendent. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Subenclosure.] 

New  York,  December  26 , 1861. 

W.  H.  Macdonald  says  that  he  has  been  a  shipmaster  and  sailed 
out  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  for  four  years  past. 

That  he  went  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  about  two  or  three  months 
ago  and  remained  there  two  months,  and  returned  to  New  York  yester¬ 
day,  bearing  dispatches  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  which  he 
placed  in  the  post-office  (1  understood  him  to  say)  yesterday  afternoon 
at  an  hour  so  late  that  he  could  not  at  the  time  obtain  a  receipt  for 
them.  He  is  now  staying  at  No.  11  Oak  street,  in  this  city. 

Left  Nassau  December  11,  on  the  British  brig  Mary  Emily ,  Captain 
Avery.  During  that  morning  saw  ship  Eliza  Bonsall ,  of  Charleston, 
flying  English  colors,  going  toward  Nassau,  where  she  was  expected  to 
arrive  to  take  on  board  a  load  of  cotton  from  two  Charleston  steamers 
then  at  Nassau,  viz,  the  Isabel  and  the  Gordon ,  which  had  run  the  block¬ 
ade.  About  the  time  of  seeing  the  Eliza  Bonsall ,  an  armed  vessel  of 
the  United  States  (a  propeller)  also  hove  in  view,  when  Macdonald 
requested  Captain  Avery  to  bear  down  on  the  propeller  to  give  her 
information  of  the  true  character  of  the  Eliza  Bonsall ,  but  the  captain 
declined  to  do  so,  and  the  ship  undoubtedly  entered  Nassau  without 
molestation. 
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During  bis  stay  at  Nassau  over  thirty  sail  of  rebel  yessels  entered 
the  port.  They  generally  changed  name  and  flag  in  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours;  sometimes  it  was  done  in  less  than  twelve  hours  after 
arrival.  One  merchant  at  Nassau  has  assumed  the  ownership  of  at 
least  ten  rebel  vessels,  when  in  reality  he  has  not  ten  cents  owner  s 

interest  in  the  whole  of  them.  ^7  , 

At  the  time  Macdonald  left  Nassau  the  English  steamer  Gladiator 
was  lying  there,  laden  with  Armstrong  guns,  small  arms,  and  powder. 

An  English  full-rigged  brig  left  also  on  the  11th.  She  had  come  from 
England  to  run  the  blockade,  and  came  into  Nassau  to  procure  a  pilot. 
She  obtained  one,  named  Blake,  and  took  out  a  clearance  tor  New  Yoik, 
and  then  sailed  down  South  to  make  whatever  port  was  open  to  them, 
intending  to  strike  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  first;  failing  there,  to  coast  up 

for  a  chance,  and  if  none  offered,  to  come  to  New  York. 

W.  H.  Macdonald. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Bit  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Drayton , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  withdrawal  oj  the  U.  *S'.  8.  Ottawa,  for  service 
in  the  Coosaw  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  28, 1861. 
My  Dear  Drayton  :  I  send  Vandalia  to  add  to  your  force,  but  I  must 
withdraw  the  Ottawa  for  a  short  time  to  go  on  important  service  in  the 
Coosaw  Biver  with  the  army  to  knock  down  some  forts  they  are  put¬ 
ting  up. 

.Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Drayton, 

U.  8,  8.  Pawnee ,  Tybee  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of 

affairs  in  Tybee  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads,  December  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Vandalia  has  just  arrived  at  sunset  and,  as  might  be  sup¬ 
posed,  wanted  a  tow  immediately,  having  taken  her  berth  where  there 
will  scarcely  be  water  at  low  tide.  There  may  be  a  moral  effect  attend¬ 
ing  her  presence,  but  otherwise  she  can  scarcely  be  of  use  except  to 
occasionally  aid  the  soldiers  with  boats  and  men,  and  even  10  feet  is 
too  much  for  this  anchorage,  the  channel  of  deep  water  being  very  nar¬ 
row,  and  even  I  have  scarcely  much  more  than  swinging  room.  As 
there  is,  however,  water  for  vessels  drawing  12  feet  at  the  top  of  the 
tide  for  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile,  I  should  think  that  without  another 
small  steamer  coasters  might  slip  by  at  night.  The  Fingal,  I  under¬ 
stand,  can  not  return  to  the  Savannah  River  without  unloading. 

The  anchorage  here  is  very  bad.  The  Wyandotte  got  adrift  to  day, 
and  was  nearly  in  the  breakers,  when  her  steam  saved  her.  The  Ben 
De  Ford  nearly  dragged  into  me,  and  the  coal  schooner  kept  me  busy 
half  the  night  to  get  her  out  of  her  dangerous  proximity  to  the  beach. 
I  should  have  got  ballast  enough  in  her  to-day,  had  the  weather  per¬ 
mitted,  and  sent  her  oil.  You  ask  me  my  opinion  of  the  military  occu¬ 
pation  here,  and  whether  their  shore  batteries  can  give  me  any  support. 
The  guns  already  mounted  are  quite  sufficient  to  protect  the  anchorage, 
supposing  (which  is  not  probable)  that  we  snould  be  driven  off.  If  I 
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required  more  vessels,  it  would  be  merely  with  regard  to  the  more  com¬ 
plete  blockade,  both  in  aud  out.  The  Wyandotte ,  with  her  present  com- 
mandiug  Officer,  I  should  be  afraid  to  permit  out  of  my  sight,  and  she  is 
consequently  almost  useless.  I  could  give  no  order  with  the  least  hope 
of  its  being  intelligently  obeyed,  and  think  that  if  a  new  commander  is 
not  soon  found  there  will  be  no  vessel  for  the  one  whom  you  may  select. 
Even  she  draws  a  little  too  much  water  for  this  place,  and  her  battery, 
bad  enough  in  itself,  is  almost  ruined  by  Van  Brunt’s  carriage. 

In  talking  over  the  matter  with  General  Wright,  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  both  his  camp  and  my  vessel  are  entirely  within  range  of  a  Xl-inch 
columbiad,  of  which  there  are  four  at  least  at  Fort  Pulaski.  Why  they 
have  not  yet  been  used  is  their  secret,  and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time 
they  have  kept  one.  I  might  move  beyond  3J  miles,  the  range  of  the 
gun  referred  to,  but  this  would  leave  for  the  soldiers  only  the  extreme 
southerly  point  of  the  island. 

General  Wright  says  that  there  are  not  at  present  mortars  enough 
cast  to  shell  them  out  of  Pulaski,  and  that  had  we  them  we  would  have 
to  make  regular  approaches  as  for  a  siege.  The  fact  is  that  this  war 
must  be  carried  ou  properly,  and  the  soldiers  must  fight.  When  they 
are  inclined  to  do  so,  and  to  trust  themselves  in  the  open  field  without 
ships  or  fortifications,  then  we  can  take  all  these  places  in  the  rear  and 
either  starve  them  out  or  attack  them  on  their  weak  point.  It  is  a 
disagreeable  admission  to  make,  but  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  they  can, 
without  a  shadow  of  risk,  make  all  that  part  of  Tvbee  within  a  circle  of 
3  miles  nearly  untenable  whenever  they  have  collected  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  columbiads  aud  the  necessary  ammunition,  to  say  nothing  of  large 
rifle  guns,  none  of  which  they  have  as  yet. 

The  landing  is  very  bad  here,  aud  scarcely  to  be  improved  without  a 
regular  breakwater.  The  ships  sunk  afford  a  very  little  protection,  but 
not  much. 

I  have  not  seen  anything  lately  of  Tattnall’s  flotilla,  which  is,  per¬ 
haps,  busy  in  Wassaw  Sound,  which  is  open  to  vessels  of  their  light 
draft. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Mather , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Tybee  Roads  and  Wassaw 
Sound. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  December  28,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Tybee  .Roads  and  report  to  Commander 
Drayton,  proceeding  through  Skull  Creek  or  the  outside  passage  at 
your  option,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  exchange  of  officers  with 
the  Wyandotte ,  and  then,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  proceed  to  Was¬ 
saw  Sound  aud  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Commander  Gillis, 
remaining  subject  to  his  orders. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather, 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Instructions  from  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Hag¬ 
gerty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  T  andaha,  regarding  hi  c 

ade  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir-  I  wisli  you  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  all  vessels  attempting 
to  come  in  at  night,  as  they  must  approach  you  first.  Have  an  armed 
boat  ready  to  board  them  and  your  guns  ready  for  use,  in  case  they 
should  insist  on  passing  you  before  you  are  satisfied  of  their  character. 
Also  notify  all  vessels  that  they  must  not  come  above  where  the  U  yan- 
dotte  is  lying,  as  they  will  place  themselves  within  range  of  the  guns  of 
Pulaski. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  Commanding  off  Tybee. 

Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty, 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Vandalia ,  Tybee  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  insecure 
anchorage  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Vandalia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads ,  December  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  Commander  Haggerty  bas  made  a  report  to  me,  which  I  have 
promised  to  call  your  attention  to,  on  the  insecure  position  of  his  ship 
at  her  present  anchorage,  which  is  the  best  here,  except,  perhaps,  a 
very  small  place  where  1  am,  but  which  is  entirely  too  near  the  fort  for 
any  vessel  to  lie  without  steam,  nor  is  there  any  other,  with  this  excep¬ 
tion,  where  more  than  3^  fathoms  at  mean  low  water  can  be  found  for 
a  sufficient  distance  to  allow  for  swinging  with  a  moderate  good  scope. 
This  depth  is  liable  to  be  decreased  2  feet  by  particular  winds,  leaving 
the  Vandalia  little  over  a  foot  to  spare  for  the  sea,  which  is  sometimes 
here  quite  heavy.  There  is  also  a  likelihood  of  a  vessel  going  over  her 
anchor,  which  he  tells  me  was  the  case  with  his  night  before  last,  and 
caused  several  severe  blows  to  be  received.  I  agree  very  much  with 
Commander  Haggerty  in  his  views,  and  think  this  a  dangerous  anchor¬ 
age  for  any  vessels  drawing  over  12  feet,  and  particularly  for  sailing 
ones,  which  must  anchor  a  little  more  out  of  reach  of  the  fort  than 
steamers.  I  do  not  see  that  the  Vandalia  can  render  any  service  for 
the  risk  she  runs,  and  for  all  useful  purposes  the  Ellen  would  be  fully 
equal  to  two  such,  as  she  is  so  far  off  that  her  guns  would  scarcely  be 
of  any  service,  and  even  her  boats,  for  the  same  reason,  are  not  very 
available  in  the  strong  tides  and  rough  water  that  seem  to  be  the  rule 
here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  Commanding  of  Tybee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  I)u  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  delay  the  sinking  of  stone  vessels  in  Tyhee  Creek. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  Recent  information  respecting  the  topography  of  Tybee  Island 
induces  me  to  suspend  for  the  present  the  sinking  of  the  stone  vessels 
at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  coming  into  Wassaw  Sound. 

You  will  therefore,  if  this  reaches  you  in  time,  not  sink  the  vessels, 
but  keep  them  at  anchor  in  a  safe  place. 

The  Alabama  or  other  vessels  must  cover  the  creek. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

TJ.  S.  Shij)  Savannah,  Wassaw  Sound. 


Letter  from  Captain  Saxton,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General  Sherman , 
TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  stone  vessels  for  army  use. 

Fort  Welles,  December  31,  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  application  maybe  made 
for  the  stone  ship  Garland  to  be  used  as  a  storeship  in  this  harbor,  and 
also  for  two  other  stone  vessels,  one  to  place  at  Seabrook’s  Landing  and 
one  at  Beaufort. 

If  Commodore  Du  Pont  could  spare  us  these  three  vessels  it  would 
facilitate  our  operations  very  much. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Saxton, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General ,  Fxpeditionary  Corps. 


Report  of  Commander  Parr ott,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.S.  Augusta, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Island  Belle ,  December  31,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  BulVs  Bay,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  December  we  took 
as  aprize,  about  12  miles  S.  E.  of  Bull’s  Island  light,  the  schooner  Island 
Belle,  of  166  tons,  of  Nassau,  and  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  with  a  clear¬ 
ance  for  Baltimore. 

Her  cargo  is  sugar  and  molasses. 

We  saw  her  at  daylight  standing  in  for  Bull’s  Bay.  She  was  built 
at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  1861,  and  called  the  General  Ripley,  and  her 
certificate  of  British  registry  bears  date  of  November  11,  1861.  I  sent 
her  to  New  York. 

We  have  still  on  board  the  master  and  most  of  the  crew  of  the 
Cheshire,  captured  on  the  6th  of  December.  I  think  it  is  due  to  them 
that  they  should  soon  be  sent  to  New  York. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  sending  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  December  31,  1861. 

December  31,  1861.— At  8:15  spoke  the  schooner  Island  Belle. ,  of 
Nassau,  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  bound  to  Baltimore  under  English 
colors:  sent  third  cutter  with  first  lieutenant  on  board.  At  8:2o 
returned  with  captain  of  the  schooner.  At  9 : 30  sent  the  third  cutte 
with  Mr.  Wyatt,  captain  of  the  schooner,  and  six  of  our  own  crew  to 
examine  the  cargo.  At  10 : 50,  third  cutter  with  Captain  Parrott  went 
aboard  the  schooner.  At  11  hauled  down  the  English  flag,  hoisted  the 
American,  and  claimed  the  schooner  as  a  lawful  prize  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  at  Bull’s  Bay.  Sent  on  board  the  prize  schooner 
Island  Belle  twenty  days’ provisions  for  7  men  anti  water,  arms,  etc., 
and  a  prize  crew  of  6  men  under  Master  Robert  M  yatt.  Received  on 
board  from  schooner  1  mate  and  3  men ;  left  on  her  the  captain  and 
2  men. 


Joint  attach  upon  Confederate  troops  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing 
of  the  Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861- January  2, 
1862. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

proposing  cooperative  action. 

Confidential.]  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  December  28,  1861. 

Commodore  :  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  clear  Coosaw  River, 
or  the  river  running  around  Port  Royal  Island,  of  its  batteries  and  men 
rapidly  accumulating  there.  I  propose  doing  it  the  moment  that  the 
necessary  means  can  be  collected,  say  by  Monday.  Now,  if  we  can  get 
you  to  assist  us  with  a  few  light-draft  gunboats,  say  one  at  the  ferry 
and  one  near  the  brickyard,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  moment.  I  think 
you  expressed  yourself  yesterday  very  favorable  to  the  measure.  The 
enemy  are  going  ahead  very  fast,  and  I  very  much  regret  that  I  have 
not  yet  the  means  of  assailing  them  at  the  point  where  they  ought  to 
be.  At  any  rate,  they  must  be  cleared  out  on  Coosaw  River,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  I  know  you  will  cheerfully  assist  all  in 
your  power.  I  think  the  enemy  are  making  the  greatest  efforts  to  take 
advantage  of  our  occupancy  of  Port  Royal  Island  and  fasten  our  troops 
there,  so  that  we  can’t  use  them  elsewhere.  If  we  give  him  a  small 
dash  there,  it  will  not  only  keep  him  deceived  as  to  our  intentions,  but 
will  tend  to  fasten  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Pocotaligo. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  28,  1861. 
General:  I  will  have  two  of  my  regular  gunboats,  Ottaica  and 
Pembina ,  ready  on  Monday  to  join  in  any  expedition  you  may  desire. 
The  only  trouble  I  apprehend  is  that  they  are  too  long  and  draw  9 
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feet.  I  will  have  each  one  accompanied  by  an  armed  launch,  with 
howitzer,  from  this  ship. 

I  am  sending  off  to  Tybee  and  Wassaw  to  get  the  above-named  boats 
here  in  time. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  4 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  attention 
of  General  Sherman  and  myself  has  been  drawn  for  some  time  past  to 
the  design  of  the  enemy  to  shut  up  our  troops  in  Port  Royal  Island  by 
placing  obstructions  in  Coosaw  River  and  Whale  Branch  by  construct¬ 
ing  batteries  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  at  Seabrook,  and  at  or  near  Boyd’s 
Neck,  and  by  accumulating  men  in  this  vicinity  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  be  able  to  throw  a  force  of  2,500  or  3,000  troops  upon  any  one  of 
these  points  at  a  short  notice. 

In  a  confidential  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo  (a  copy  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  but  which  the  Department  will  perceive, 
on  account  of  references  to  future  operations,  is  not  suited  for  publica¬ 
tion),  the  general  had  informed  me  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
arresting,  peremptorily,  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  for  doing  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  serve  a  subsequent  purpose,  and  he  requested 
me  to  furnish  my  quota  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  this  combined 
operation. 

The  plan  of  conduct  having  been  fully  determined  in  several  confer¬ 
ences  between  the  commanders  in  chief  and  the  heads  of  the  expedition, 
and  the  first  day  of  the  new  year  having  been  selected  for  the  time  of 
attack,  I  appointed  Commander  C.R.  P.  Rodgers  to  the  command  of  the 
naval  forces,  consisting  of  the  gunboat  Ottawa ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens;  Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four 
armed  boats  of  this  ship,  carrying  howitzers,  under  the  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Upshur,  Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempff,  all  of 
which  were  to  enter  the  Coosaw  by  Beaufort  River;  and  of  the  gun¬ 
boat  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  tug  Ellen ,  Acting 
Master  Commanding  Budd,  both  of  which  were  to  move  up  Broad 
River  and  approach  the  batteries  at  Seabrook  and  Port  Royal  Ferry 
by  Whale  Branch.  The  armed  tug  E.  B.  Hale ,  Acting  Master  Foster, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Barnes,  was  afterwards  dispatched 
to  Commander  Rodgers. 

The  part  assigned  to  the  naval  force  was  to  protect  the  lauding  of 
the  troops  at  Heyward’s  Plantation  (the  first  point  of  debarkation),  to 
cover  the  route  of  the  advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of 
debarkation  and  to  assail  the  batteries  on  their  front. 

I  refer  you  with  pleasure  to  the  official  reports  for  the  occurrences  of 
the  day,  and  I  have  only  to  add  that  from  the  note  of  Brigadier-General 
Stevens  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report)  and  from  various 
other  sources  I  learn  that  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Commander  Rodgers  with  the  highest  skill  and  ability.  I 
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have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  his  detailed  report,  which  the 
Department  will  read  with  interest. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F  ’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  reached  Beaufort  at  noon  on  the  31st  of  December,  with  the 
gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  and  Pembina, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four  large  boats  of  this 
ship,  each  carrying  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  under  Lieutenants  Upshur, 
Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempff.  At  sunset  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  of  this  ship,  joined  me  with  the  armed  steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Commanding  Foster. 

In  order  that  no  intimation  might  be  given  to  the  enemy  of  our 
approach,  these  vessels  remained  at  Beaufort  until  after  dark,  when 
they  ascended  the  river  to  a  point  about  2  miles  from  the  Coosaw, 
where  we  anchored  to  await  daylight. 

At  4  the  next  morning  I  moved  on  with  the  launches,  and  at  day¬ 
light  joined  General  Stevens  at  the  head  of  his  column  at  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous. 

The  troops  having  all  embarked,  we  crossed  the  Coosaw,  and  at  8 
a.  m.  the  first  detachment  of  volunteers  landed,  under  cover  of  our  boat 
guns,  at  Heyward’s  plantation,  and  with  them  went  the  two  light 
howitzers  of  the  Wabash  to  serve  as  a  section  of  light  artillery,  under 
Lieutenant  Irwin,  of  this  ship. 

At  sunrise,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Ottawa  through  the  difficult  passage  of  the  Brickyard  [Creek], 
and  in  joining  me  in  front  of  the  column.  The  Pembina  and  E.  B.  Hale 
arriving  shortly  afterwards,  we  proceeded  to  the  next  lauding,  at  Adams 
plantation,  where  the  remaining  troops  were  directed  to  disembark. 

On  our  way  up  we  threw  a  few  shells  into  what  seemed  an  outpost 
of  the  enemy,  near  a  long  embankment. 

Anchoring  the  gunboats  at  10  o’clock,  so  as  to  cover  the  route  of  the 
advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  where,  also, 
our  launches  were  stationed,  I  went  up  in  the  Hale  to  within  range  of 
the  battery  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  at  which  Lieutenant  Barnes  threw  a 
few  shot  and  shells,  dislodging  a  body  of  troops  stationed  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  field,  but  eliciting  no  response  from  the  battery. 

At  1:30  p.  m.,  General  Stevens  being  ready  to  move,  the  gunboats 
shelled  the  woods  in  front  of  his  skirmishers,  and  then,  advancing,  we 
threw  a  rapid  fire  into  the  fort  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  anchored  in 
front  of  it  at  2:  40  p.  m.,  the  Ottawa  passing  between  the  heads  of  the 
two  causeways. 

The  enemy  had  succeeded  in  taking  oft  all  their  guns  save  one,  but 
I  could  not  learn  whether  any  except  field  guns  had  been  removed  on 
the  day  of  the  attack.  We  found  a  quantity  of  Vlll-iucli  shells  and 
30-pounder  riile  shells  in  the  magazines. 

At  half  past  2  the  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the 
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E’lrn  Master  Commanding-  Brnld,  the  other  vessels  which  you  had 
placed  under  my  orders,  having  passed  from  Broad  Eiver  through 
hale  Branch,  came  within  signal  distance,  and  their  commanders 
came  on  board  of  the  Ottawa,  having  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
work  at  Seabrook,  but  their  vessels  were  prevented  by  the  lowness  of 
the  tide  from  joining  me.  The  Ellen  came  up  at  8  o’clock,  and  the 
Seneca  the  next  morning. 

Immediately  after  the  Ottawa  had  anchored  the  ferry  was  reopened 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Boundheads  passed  over  and  occupied  the  fort 
where  they  were  joined  about  4  o’clock  by  General  Stevens’  advance 
guard.  The  enemy  appearing  in  force  and  in  line  of  battle  upon  the 
right  ot  our  troops,  at  4: 15  the  Ottawa  moved  down  the  river  a  short 
distance,  with  the  Pembina ,  and  opened  lire  with  Xl-iuch  and  Parrott 
gnus,  their  shells  falling  among  the  enemy’s  troops  with  great  effect, 
driving  them  into  the  woods  and  clearing  the  Hank  of  our  column’ 
where  the  skirmishers  had  been  engaged  and  the  enemy  had  opened 
fire  from  a  field  battery  of  several  pieces. 

Soon  alter  sunset  we  ceased  firing  tor  a  while,  and  the  enemy  sent  a 
hag  of  truce  to  one  of  our  advanced  posts  to  ask  permission  to  carry 
off  their  killed  and  wounded.  Just  then  the  gunboats  reopened,  and 
before  General  Stevens’  messenger  could  convey  his  reply — that  the 
tiring  should  cease  for  an  hour  to  enable  the  enemy  to  carry  off'  their 
wounded — the  officer  who  had  brought  the  flag  had  galloped  off. 

At  sunset  I  landed  our  heavy  howitzer,  directing  Lieutenant  Upshur 
to  place  it  in  battery  with  the  guns  already  on  shore  under  Lieutenant 
Irwin,  there  being  no  artillery  with  the  brigade  but  that  of  the  Wabash. 
At  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Luce,  with  the  second  launch  and  its 
rifled  gun,  and  Lieutenant  Barnes,  with  the  Hale ,  were  sent  to  the 
lower  landing  to  protect  the  boats  and  steamer  in  which  our  troops 
had  crossed  and  to  superintend  their  removal  to  the  ferry,  which  was 
accomplished  about  midnight. 

At  sunrise  we  reembarked  our  boat  guns. 

At  9 :  JO  on  the  lhorning  ot  the  2d,  the  enemy  again  appearing  in 
the  woods,  we  opened  a  hot  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  Ottawa , 
Seneca ,  Pembina ,  Ellen ,  and  Hale ,  and  after  firing  briskly  for  a  time 
slackened  the  fire,  so  as  to  drop  a  shot  or  shell  into  the  woods  about 
once  a  minute. 

At  9:40  our  troops  began  to  recross  the  ferry  and  were  all  over  by 
noon,  our  field  guns  having  been  again  landed,  at  the  request  of  Gen 
eral  Stevens,  to  cover  t  he  rear  of  the  returning  column. 

The  enemy  made  no  further  demonstration. 

The  scows  which  had  been  used  in  crossing  were  taken  to  our  ves¬ 
sels,  to  be  towed  to  Beaufort,  and  at  2  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and 
moved  down  the  Coosaw  to  a  point  near  the  Beaufort  Eiver,  where  we 
were  compelled  to  wait  for  this  morning’s  tide  to  pass  through  the 
Brickyard  Channel. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  the  great '  satisfaction  I  found  in  coop 
erating  with  General  Stevens  and  my  admiration  of  the  skillful  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  handled  his  troops  and  made  his  combinations.  About 
2,500  of  our  volunteers  crossed  the  Coosaw.  Their  conduct  and  bearing 
were  excellent. 

I  have  to  thank  the  commanding  officers  of  vessels  for  the  skillful 
and  prompt  support  they  gave  me. 

The  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  served  and  their  vessels 
handled,  under  very  difficult  circumstances,  shows  the  highest  profes¬ 
sional  merit. 
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The  manner  in  which  the  boat  and  held  guns  of  the  Wabash  were 
manigid  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  did  those  officers  much 

W  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  will  make  a  separatereportofthe 
service  of  the  Seneca  and  Ellen  at  Seabrpok  before  I  met  himi at  half 
past  2  on  New  Year’s  Day.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that 

his  work  was  thoroughly  done.  ,  llnw  •„  mnnv 

The  channel  of  the  Coosaw  is  so  narrow  and  so  shallow  in  many 

parts  that  it  does  not  afford  a  vessel  room  to  turn  by  the  ’  "  , 

methods,  and  our  gunboats  were  consequently  very  often  aground,  but 
scT admirably  are  they  adapted  to  this  kind  of  service  that  we  never 

felt  any  solicitude  for  their  safety.  .  e  ,,  . 

Lieutenant  William  S.  Cogswell,  a  signal  officer  of  the  Aimy,  was 
directed  to  report  to  me  for  duty  and  furnished  me  .^tfi  f^  rneans  of 
constantlv  communicating  with  General  Stevens  with  a  facility  and 
rapidity  unknown  to  the  naval  service.  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
recommending  that  the  codes  of  signals  invented  by  Major  Myer  be  at 

once  introduced  into  the  Navy.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Lodgers, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  TJ.  S. 

Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca ,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Seneca  and 
the  Ellm  in  the  attack  on  the  batteries  oil  the  Coosaw  River  on  the  1st 
of  January. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  January  3,  1861  [  2\. 

Sir  :  The  circumstances  which  prevented  a  fulfillment  of  your  verbal 
instructions  on  the  evening  of  the  3 1st  are  known  to  you. 

Alter  obeying  your  signal  to  come  within  hail,  we  left  at  sunset, 
accompanied  by  the  Ellen ,  Acting  Lieutenant  Rudd.  We  soon  found 
ourselves  out  of  the  channel,  and  anchoring  in  3  fathoms  of  water,  the 
Seneca  swung  and  grounded  on  a  shoal.  We  soon  succeeded  in  getting 
off,  but  as  it  was  near  high  water  of  spring  tides,  I  was  not  willing  to 
risk  tbe  cooperation  of  the  vessels  by  attempting  to  run  the  somewhat 
intricate  channel  of  Broad  River  after  night. 

At  early  daylight  of  January  1  we  were  again  underway.  At  about 
8  a.  m.  we  entered  Whale  Branch,  and,  after  about  2  miles  run,  were 
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boarded  by  Captain  Elliott,  Seventy-ninth.  Highlanders,  who  showed 
nie  his  orders  from  (ieneral  Stevens.  As  they  were  entirely  definite, 
1  did  not  hesitate  to  lend  our  lull  cooperation  to  the  objects  named,  but 
as  they  differed  somewhat  from  my  instructions  1  asked  a  copy. 

mile  higher  up  Captain  Elliott  pointed  out  a  supposed  earthwork 
at  about  10-second  range.  The  channel  being  narrow,  we  anchored 
witli  a  hedge  at  each  end  and  opened  with  XJ-inch  and  20  pound  rifle. 

1  lie  vessel  dragging  in  the  direction  of  the  earthwork  and  bringing  up 
ust  beyond  a  5-second  range,* induced  me  to  weigh  and  get  a  little 
nearer,  anchoring  with  hedge  astern  and  port  anchor,  and  after- 
wnrds  by  the  help  of  the  mainsail  we  were  enabled  to  shell  the  locality 
ot  the  earthwork  and  adjacent  woods  effectually,  in  which  we  were  abl'v 
seconded  by  the  Ellen.  J 

Captain  Elliott  embarked  about  300  men  and  lauded  on  the  sight  of 
the  earthwork,  and  by  means  of  signals  indicated  to  us  the  position  of 
the  enemy  in  sight  from  his  pickets.  We  again  opened  fire,  aud  sweep¬ 
ing  the  woods  with  shell,  soon  received  another  signal  to  cease  firing. 
On  examination  by  them  it  was  found  that  a  platform  was  complete  for 
a  heavy  gun,  and  the  earthworks  themselves  capable  of  mounting  a 
number.  Everything  destructible  was  destroyed  by  fire— platforms 
the  woodwork  of  the  magazine,  and  the  woods  in  which  the  works  were 
hidden. 

_  In  shelling  the  earthworks  and  neighboring  woods  we  expended  23 
Xl-inch  shell,  11  20-pound  rifle,  8  24-pound  howitzer  shells,  and  10 
24-pound  shrapnel. 

About  2  : 40  p.  m.  the  Ottawa ,  Commander  Rodgers  on  board,  bavin " 
come  within  signal  distance  and  being  abreast  Port  Royal  Ferry,  made 
signal  to  come  within  hail,  but  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  tide  we  were 
unable  to  comply,  getting  aground  in  the  attempt.  The  Ellen,  how¬ 
ever,  at  8  p.  m.,  was  able  to  obey  the  signal. 

We  learned  in  the  morning  that  400  rebel  cavalry  were  within  a  thou¬ 
sand  yards  of  our  anchorage.  At  a  plantation  they  set  fire  to  cotton 
and  corn  houses,  driving  oft'  the  young  negroes  and  leaving  the  decrepit 
without  the  means  of  subsistence. 

At  10  a.  m.,  January  2,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers,  we  got 
underway,  and  after  a  short  detention  on  another  sand  bank  succeeded 
in  reaching  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and  by  order  commenced  shelling  the 
enemy’s* encampment,  expending  in  doing  so  9  Xl-iuch  shells  and  6 
20-pound  rifle. 

We  took  four  scows  in  tow  belonging  to  the  Army  and  brought  them 
to  Beaufort  from  Port  Royal  Ferry,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers 
and  being  directed  to  follow  signals  of  the  Ottawa,  any  further  report  is 
deemed  unnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stevens,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  E.  C.,  * 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  3,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  I  would  do  great  injustice  to  my  own  feel¬ 
ings  did  1  fail  to  express  my  satisfaction  and  delight  with  the  recent 
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cooperation  of  the  command  of  Captain  Rodgers  in  our  celebration  of 

NWlY,“er  “gard  be  bad  to  bis  beautiful  working  of  the  gunboats  in 
tho  narrow  channel  of  Port  Royal,  the  thorough  conceit  of  action 
established  through  the  signal  officers,  or  the  masterly 'handling  of  t  le 
guns  against  the  enemy,  nothing  remained  to  be  de.  ■  , 

Such  a  cooperation  tends  to  elevate  and  mspiri  >■  .  .  ■  ’ 

augurs  everything  propitious  for  the  welfare  of  our  cause  m  this  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  country. 

Truly,  your  friend,  l3ii0  X.  Stevens, 

Brigadier-  G  enera  l,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  PONT, 

Commanding  /Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Brigad  er-t  eneral  Sherman,  TI.  S.  Army. " 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  8.  0.,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  of  the  affair  at  Port  Royal  Perry  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  referred  to  in  my  communication  of  the  2d.  It  having  been  reported 
to  me  that  the  enemy  had  erected  batteries  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  at 
the  landing  opposite  Seabrook,  which  report  having  been  confirmed  by 
General  Stevens’  pickets,  and  especially  by  the  reports  of  officers  who 
had  long  been  watching  the  progress  of  these  works;  that  seven  guns  ot 
heavy  caliber  had  been  mounted  in  the  former  and  probably  some  m 
the  latter,  and  which  seemed  to  be  still  more  strongly  confirmed  from 
the  fact  of  large  numbers  of  the  enemy  being  habitually  seen  in  that 
vicinity.  The  object  of  this  movement  was  to  storm  these  works  by  a 
small  portion  of  our  troops  and  bring  away  or  destroy  the  cannon  and 
other  property.  Hence  my  instructions  to  General  Stevens,  a  copy  of 
which  has  already  been  forwarded.  In  consequence  of  the  presumed 
nature  of  the  works  and  their  armament,  their-  position  relative  to  the 
points  of  landing  of  the  storming  parties,  I  applied  to  Flag-Officer 
l)u  Pont  for  a  few  gunboats  to  assist  in  the  operation,  which  he 
cheerfully  furnished,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Commander 
0.  R.  P.  Rodgers. 

The  idea  was  to  carry  the  works,  of  whatever  nature  they  were  found 
to  be,  by  storm.  In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  maneuvering  gun¬ 
boats  in  so  narrow  and  tortuous  a  river  as  the  Coosaw  under  the  fire  of 
forts,  these  boats,  while  covering  the  rear  of  our  storming  party,  were 
to  have  remained  in  reserve  until  the  works  at  the  ferry  were  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  storiners,  and  were  then  to  close  in  from  both  directions 
and  cover  the  works  from  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  while  the  storming 
party  were  carrying  off  or  destroying  the  artillery  and  other  property. 

This  plan  appears  to  have  been  well  carried  out.  Although  we  were 
somewhat  disappointed  in  the  amount  of  at  tillery  found  in  the  forts  and 
the  state  of  progress  the  Confederates  had  yet  made  with  their  batte¬ 
ries,  the  maneuver  will  be  found  from  General  Stevens’  report  to  have 
met  with  complete  success,  and,  still  more,  to  have  proved  that  our 
inexperienced  troops  will  behave  well  in  critical  situations,  to  which 

*For  additional  reports  concerning  Army  operations,  see  official  Records  of  Union 
and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  1,  Vol.  VI. 
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they  are  very  soon  to  be  doubly  exposed.  The  .line  cooperation  of  the 
iwi\  cil  forces  under  that  able  and  indefatigable  officer,  Commander 
C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  I  am  also  happy  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  add  the  important  service  and  the  zeal  and 
intelligence  of  the  signal  officers  connected  with  the  expedition,  as 
stated  by  General  Stevens. 

Geneial  Stevens,  to  whom  the  command  of  this  expedition  on  the 
part  of  the  land  forces  was  intrusted,  is  too  well  known  to  the  country 
for  his  extensive  official  acquirements,  his  indomitable  zeal  and  energy, 
to  even  attempt  enlarging  upon  them  here.  The  prompt  and  complete 
execution  ot  his  orders  and  its  clever  and  happy  result  are  all  that  need 
be  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General ,  (  .  8.  Army ,  Washington ,  />.  C. 


General  order  of  ;  r:gadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  in  commendat#m  of  the  services 

rendered  in  Coosaw  River. 

General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Expeditionary  Corps, 

No-  '•  i  Hilton  Head ,  8.  C.,  January  7,  1862. 

The  general  commanding-  desires  to  express  his  gratification  at  the 
good  conduct  exhibited  by' the  troops  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  when  engaged  on  the  1st ‘instant  in  capturing  and. 
destroying  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  Coosaw  River. 

The  conduct  of  this  affair  confirms  him  in  the  conviction  that  our 
troops,  when  ordered  to  march  ahead,  will  know  no  obstacle,  and  will 
promptly  and  in  good  order  penetrate  wherever  ordered. 

^  The  thanks  of  the  commanding  general  are  specially  due  to  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  for  the  energy  and  good  judgment  evinced  in  the 
preparation  and  prosecution  of  this  affair. 

To  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  commanding  blockading  squadron,  and  to 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  commanding  the  naval  portion  of  this 
expedition,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  the  thanks  of 
the  country  and  the  Army  are  likewise  due.  The  energy,  alacrity,  and 
efficiency  which  supported  the  land  forces  on  this  occasion,  though 
nothing  more  than  what  could  have  been  expected  from  that  distin¬ 
guished  branch  of  the  service,  will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman  : 

L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Captain ,  Fifteenth  Infantry ,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Report  of  Rrigadier-General  Donelson,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 

Pocotaligo ,  8.  C.,  January  5 ,  1862. 

General  :  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  of  Colonel  James  Jones, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  which  I  found 
at  my  quarters  last  night,  of  all  that  transpired  in  the  engagement  of 
the  forces  under  his  command  with  the  enemy  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  on 
the  1st  instant. 
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I  reached  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Jones  between  the  hours  of  4 
and  5  p.m.,  the  1st  instant  ;  proceeded  about  200  yards  after 
halt,  to  a  point  in  the  woods  near  the  Kean’s  Keck  road .  Here -I  halted 
my  command,  which  consisted  of  eight  companies  ot  the  Eighth  Ten¬ 
nessee  Regiment,  the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Regiment  not  having  come 
up  until  I  could  make  a  personal  reconnoissance,  by  going  into  the  held 
in  which  the  Chaplin  house  was  situated,  with  the  view  to  taking  posi 
tion  and  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  Colonel  Jones.  I  saw  upon  entei 
ing  this  field  our  troops  falling  back  along  the  road  leading  from  tin 
Chaplin  house  perpendicularly  to  the  Kean  s  Keck  road,  neai  t^e  poin 
1  had  stationed  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Regiment.  The  troops  of  Colonel 
Jones,  without  halting,  passed  to  his  camp.  . 

Here,  after  making  the  acquaintance  of  Colonel  Jones,  I  ordered  the 
whole  force  to  halt.  I  found  at  once  the  enemy’s  shells  could  do  us 
much  injury  without  any  ability  on  our  part  to  return  the  enemy’s  fire ; 
they,  the  enemy  in  the  field,  having  previously  retired,  under  covei  ot 

their  gunboats,  out  of  sight.  „ 

It  being  now  near  sundown,  I  ordered  the  entire  command  to  tall 
back  to  a  point  out  of  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  During  all 
this  time,  both  at  the  camp  of  Colonel  Jones  and  on  the  march  to  the 
rear  to  take  position,  there  was  a  quick  and  constant  firing  by  the 
enemy.  Ko  casualty  happened,  the  shells  falling  to  our  right,  ihey 
ceased  firing  just  at  dark. 

I  have  omitted  to  say  that  before  getting  to  Colonel  Jones  camp, 
Colonel  Martin,  commanding  regiment  of  cavalry,  rode  up,  introduced 
himself,  and  gave  me  the  direction  to  lead  ray  Eighth  Regiment  Ten 
nessee  Volunteers  to  the  point  occupied  by  them  until  he  and  myself 
could  survey  the  open  field  through  which  Colonel  Jones’  regiment 
was  then  retiring.  We  thus  remained  until  they  passed  into  the  Kean’s 
Keck  road,  near  the  point  of  location  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Regi¬ 
ment. 

At  this  moment,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  I  received  the 
enclosed  official  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  commanded  a  detachment 
of  four  companies  of  said  regiment  in  the  action  with  the  enemy  on  the 
1st  instant  a't  Port  Royal  Ferry. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  Donelson, 

Brigadier-  General,  First  Brigade. 

Fourth  Military  Dist.  of  South  Carolina. 

Brigadier-General  Pemberton, 

Commanding  Fourth  Military  District  South  Carolina. 


Report  of  Colonel  Jones,  Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Regiment  S.  C.  Volunteers, 

Tomotley ,  S.  C.,  January  4r .1862. 

General:  In  obedience  to  instructions  1  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  following  occurrences  of  the  1st  instant: 

My  camp  was  pitched  on  the  road  from  Garden’s  Corner  to  Port 
Royal  Ferry,  1  mile  from  the  latter  place,  and  where  a  road  diverges 
eastward  at  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  Port  Royal  Ferry  road  lead¬ 
ing  into  Kean’s  Keck,  and  nearly  parallel  with  and  about  a  mile  dis¬ 
tant  from  Coosaw  River.  At  the  termination  of  the  causeway  of  the 
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ferry,  on  the  northern  bank  ot  the  Coosaw  River,  an  earthwork  was 
thrown  nj)  to  prevent  a  crossing  at  that  point,  armed  with  two  siege 
gnus  (a  howitzer  and  a  12-pounder  gun),  under  the  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  M  ebb,  the  12-pounder  being  manned  by  an  inexperienced 
detail  from  my  regiment,  and  supported  by  a  section  of  Captain  Leake’s 
field  battery. 

Two  of  my  companies  were  sent  out  on  picket  duty — one  (Company 
B),  commanded  by  Captain  [A.  P.J  West,  at  Adams’  place,  2£  miles 
distant,  on  the  Kean’s  Neck  road,  and  the  other  (Company  H),  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  [Ed.]  Croft,  at  a  church  2  miles  farther  on  the 
same  road,  and  near  the  bridge  and  causeway  leading  into  Chisolm’s 
Island,  with  orders  to  guard  the  bridge  and  causeway  above  referred 
to,  and  with  orders  to  send  out  pickets  and  scouts  into  Chisolm’s 
Island.  Two  other  companies  were  at  the  ferry  to  support  the  bat¬ 
tery  there,  leaving  but  six  companies  at  my  camp. 

About  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  Captain  Croft 
communicated  the  intelligence  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in 
force  on  Chisolm’s  Island.  He  estimated  the  number  at  two  regiments, 
as  he  saw  a  long  column  advancing  with  two  regimental  stands  of  col¬ 
ors  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Soon  after  this  (about  7.  0  o’clock) 
Captain  West  dispatched  a  courier  to  me  with  the  information  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  Adams’  place,  and  were  advancing  in  strong  force 
to  the  Kean’s  Neck  road.  I  ordered  forward  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Samuel] 
McGowan,  with  three  companies  of  my  regiment,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tains  [W.  ,T.]  Carter,  [A.|  Perrin,  and  [D.  C.]  Tompkins,  and  one  gun 
of  Captain  Leake’s  section,  to  support  Captain  West,  whom  he  met  at 
about  14  miles,  retiring  in  good  order  toward  iny  camp,  when  heformed 
his  line  of  battle.  I  withdrew  my  two  companies  from  the  earthwork 
and,  assisted  by  Major  |  W.  D.]  Simpson,  with  the  five  companies  com¬ 
manded  by  Captains  [  W.  L.]  Wood,  [J.  N.]  Brown,  [R.  S.]  Owens, 

[  H.  H.]  Harper,  and  [M.  C.]  Taggart,  took  post  near  Chaplin’s  house  to 
intercept  any  column  that  might  attempt  to  pass  along  the  margin  of 
the  river  to  the  ferry,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  in  supporting  distance 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan. 

No  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  advance  in  any 
direction — probably  waiting  for  a  sufficient  tide  to  allow  his  gunboats 
to  advance — until  12:30  p.  m.,  when  the  gunboats  began  to  move  up 
slowly  toward  the  ferry  [Port  Royal]  and  to  throw  shells  rapidly,  when 
a  message  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  along  the  Kean’s  Neck  road. 

Regarding  the  earthwork  at  the  ferry  now  unimportant,  as  the  enemy 
had  effected  a  landing  at  another  point,  I  ordered  Captain  Leake  and 
Lieutenant  Webb  to  withdraw  their  guns  from  that  position,  Captain 
Leake  to  bring  his  gun  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  McGowan’s  line,  and  I 
proceeded  with  my  five  companies  also  to  his  support. 

Soon  after  1  arrived  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan’s  line  my  other 
company  (Captain  Croft’s),  which  had  been  posted  at  the  church  on  the 
Kean’s  Neck  road  and  on  account  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy  at 
Adams’  could  not  return  by  .that  road,  made  a  circuitous  march  by 
another  road,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  and  joined  the  regiment. 

The  whole  regiment  was  then  put  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  resting  on 
Captain  Leake’s  section  of  his  battery,  placed  in  the  road,  and  the  right 
extending  toward  the  river  as  far  as  I  deemed  practicable.  I  had  just 
got  into  position  when  Major  Oswald,  of  Colonel  Martin’s  regiment, 
reported  to  me  with  42  mounted  men,  and  I  directed  him  to  take  post 
upon  my  left.  Almost  at  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes,  of 
the  Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  reported  with  four 
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companies  of  that  regiment,  and  I  directed  him  to  retmn  to  Chaplin  s 
house  (the  position  I  had  left)  and  to  guard  the  river  ban*. 

The  enemy,  instead  of  advancing,  as  1  supposed  be  would  do,  a  o  g 
the  Kean’s  Neck  road  to  attack  my  camp,  and  the  only  loute  by  which 
he  could  bring  up  his  artillery,  left  his  artillery  m  Ins  rear  and 
advanced  close  along  the  river  bank  and  across  ^  ^ 

and  woods,  creeping  along  opposite  Ins  gunboats,  five  of  winch  steamed 
slowly  on,  throwing  shells  in  advance  of  and  over  his  troops. 

As  soon  as  his  column,  advancing  by  the  margin  of  the  river, ,  con 
be  seen,  Captain  Leake  opened  upon  it,  scattering  it  nght  and  left,  and 
driving  it  out  of  view  down  the  slope  to  the  marsh;  and  when  those 
advancing  across  the  fields  appeared  before  my  right  wing  1  opened 
fire  upon  them  with  musketry,  dispersing  and  driving  them  back  to  the 

river  under  shelter  of  their  gunboats. 

When  I  became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  would  not  advance  by  the 
Kean’s  Neck  road  I  changed  my  position  to  Chaplins  house,  near  the 
ferrv,  in  support  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes’  command;  but  when 
I  arrived  with  the  head  of  my  regiment  at  that  point  I  saw  that  I  was 
too  late  to  accomplish  any  useful  purpose.  The  enemy  had  reached  the 
earthwork  at  the  end  of  the  causeway  in  large  force,  and  were  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  guns  of  three  steamers  in  the  river  near  the  bulkheads 
of  the  ferry.  1  then  withdrew  the  whole  command  to  my  camp  to  wait 

for  further  orders  from  general  headquarters.  . 

On  arriving  at  my  camp  I  met  you  at  the  head  of  the  hughth  liegi- 
meat  Tennessee  Volunteers,  and  placed  myself  under  your  orders. 

1  can  not  state  with  certainty  the  loss  ot  the  enemy,  but  I  have  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  it  was  considerable  in.  killed  and  wounded.  Wherever 
we  met  him  we  invariably  drove  him  from  the  field  in  confusion  to  the 
protection  of  his  gunboats.  We  saw  many  dead  upon  the  field,  and 
captured  2  prisoners,  badly  wounded,  both  of  whom  have  since  died. 

1  was  not  only  satisfied  but  highly  gratified  with  the  conduct  of  all 
my  officers  and  men  during  the  engagement.  Their  coolness  and 
enthusiasm  were  admirable. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  complete  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  regiment. 
I  also  transmit  two  orders  received  during  the  engagement  from  the 
general  commanding  the  Fourth  Military  District  of  South  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jambs  Jones, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Regiment  8.  C.  Volunteers. 

Brigadier- General  D.  S.  Donelson, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade ,  Fourth  Military  District ,  South  Carolina. 


General  order  of  Commander  Drayton ,  U.  IS.  Navy ,  regarding  change  of 

signals. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tyhee  Roads ,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir:  You  “will  change  the  order  of  December  19,  1861,  so  as  to  read 
blue  light  for  preparatory  when  making  signal  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  at  night. 

The  preparatory  will,  however,  still  be  used  for  that  purpose  on 
shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Commanding  off  Tyhee. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Isaac 

Smith ,  regarding  operations  on  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers ,  January 

1-18,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Helena  Sound ,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements : 

On  the  1st  instant  went  up  the  Ooosaw  and  visited  Ladies  and  Coosaw 
islands,  brought  down  fresh  provisions  for  ship’s  company,  and  returned 
to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton  on  the  2d  instant. 

On  the  3d  went  up  the  Ashepoo  and  remained  wooding  and  watering 
ship  until  the  8th. 

On  the  9tli  I  went  with  a  company  of  volunteers  about  1  mile  above 
Mosquito  Creek.  A  party  of  mounted  rebels  retreated  to  the  woods 
upon  our  appearance,  their  movements  considerably  hastened  by  a  shot 
from  the  ritied  gun.  I  landed  and  made  a  complete  reconnoissance,  but 
found  no  signs  of  any  aggressive  movements. 

Off'  Mosquito  Creek  seven  contrabands  came  alongside;  reported 
themselves  as  having  escaped  from  Jacksonboro  Railroad  depot;  they 
had  been  one  month  on  their  way  here.  They  saw  but  few  soldiers, 
about  one  company  at  Mathews’  house,  on  Bear  Island,  a  fort  with  four 
guns  mounted  at  Wilton  [Wilton’s  Bluff].  No  other  information.  1 
landed  them  on  St.  Helena  Island. 

Having  authorized  an  expedition  up  the  South  Bdisto  on  the  11th 
instant,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  in  command  of  200  men 
started,  Acting  M aster  Gregory  of  this  vessel  accompanying  him.  They 
returned  on  the  12th. 

I  forward  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun’s  report*  to  me. 

Officers  and  crew  are  well. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lie utenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Escape  of  the  steamer  Ella  Worley  into  Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  2, 1862. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  procure  report  of 

circumstances. 

Navy  Department,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  desires  you  to  call  on  the  senior  officer  block¬ 
ading  Charleston,  S.  C.,  at  the  time,  for  a  report  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  steamer  Ella  Warley,  formerly  the  Isabel,  ran  the 
blockade  and  got  into  that  port  recently. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  D.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  two  reports  of  Commander  G7)don, 
of  the  Mohican,  one  referring  to  the  escape  of  the  Isabel,  or  Ella  Warley, 


*See  p.  4-7 A- 
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into  Charleston,  of  January  3,  the  other  to  the  strictness  of  the  blockade 

of  January  20.*  _  .  .  ,.  , ,  ,  ,,  . 

Since  these  reports  were  made  the  second  division  ot  the  stone  neet 
has  been  sunk  in  Maffitt’s  Channel,  as  I  have  in  a  previous  communica¬ 


tion  informed  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Charleston ,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday,  about  half  past  6  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  watch,  a  heavy  fog  at  the  time,  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the 
direction  of  the  Roebuck.  Slipped  my  cable  and  stood  in  for  Maffitt’s 
Channel,  but  could  see  nothing.  Another  gnu  was  heard,  and  a  moment 
after  saw  a  steamer  inside  and  near  the  bar  heading  to  eastward.  Gave 
chase,  when  she  stood- inshore  and  moved  at  full  speed.  1  yawed  the 
ship  to  fire  a  long  gun.  For  a  moment  she  stopped,  but,  the  fog  lifting, 
she  saw  the  buoys  and  made  for  them.  1  followed,  but  found  she  was 
gaining  on  me  fast.  I  therefore  again  yawed  to  fire  my  Xl-incli  shells 
at  her  in  hopes  of  disabling  her  machinery — my  only  chance.  I  burst 
my  shells  near  her  and  about  her,  but  she  reached  the  channel  and 
entered.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Mohican  has  quite  lost  her  speed  in 
the  last  six  months,  and  now  I  can  only  obtain  6  or  7  knots  under  the 
same  steam  and  same  revolutions  which  formerly  gave  me  9  and  10. 
The  engines  and  boilers  have  been  in  use  without  an  overhauling  for 
more  than  t"o  years.  This  and  a  very  foul  bottom  may  account  for 
her  sluggishness,  but  does  not  relieve  me  from  the  serious  annoyance 
of  having  a  very  slow  vessel  to  do  duty  requiring  the  greatest  speed. 
I  have  now  placed  the  ship  to  within  half  a  mile  range  of  a  long  gun 
on  Sullivan’s  Island,  below  Fort  Moultrie,  but  at  least  three  steamers 
should  be  here,  and  one,  at  least,  very  fast,  and  they  must  ride  out  all 
gales  except southeasters.  Then  they  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  sea. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander.  , 

Flag-Officer.  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Duncan,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  C. 


Navy  Department,  January  2,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Norwich  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Flag  Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the 


See  page  509. 
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South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Transmit  to  the  Department, 
before  sailing,  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  ofiicers 
of  the  Norwich. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Jas.  M.  Duncan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Gregory ,  Z7.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  C.  . 

Navy  Department,  January  2,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Western  World  will  form  a  pai't  of  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  accordingly. 
In  proceeding  to  your  destination  avoid  bad  weather  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble,  keeping  near  the  coast,  and  touching  at  any  of  the  points  in  our 
possession,  if  advisable.  Transmit  to  the  Department,  before  sailing, 
a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Western  World. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  Saml.  B.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

James  Adger,  regarding  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 

IT.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  the 
Gem  of  the  Sea,  [Acting  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baxter, 
most  creditably  chased,  ran  on  shore,  and  burned  the  British  schooner 
Princeof  Wales ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  laden  with  salt  and  oranges, 
at  North  Inlet, !)  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  entrance  to  Georgetown. 
A  detailed  report  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  commander  of  the  Gem 
of  the  Sea. 

A  small  steam  tug,  or  two-masted  side- wheel  steamer,  of  apparently 
400  tons  burden,  comes  down  daily  from  the  direction  of  Georgetown, 
keeping  within  the  shoal  water,  and  generally  inside  of  the  long  sand 
point  on  which  the  light  house  still  stands,  and  apparently  looking 
around,  immediately  returns.  Whether  they  are  armed  or  not  can 
not  be  ascertained,  as  they  keep  at  too  great  a  distance  within  the 
shoals. 

Apparently  no  batteries  have  been  erected  at  the  entrance  to  George¬ 
town,  but  the  depth  of  water  is  not  sufficient  for  this-ship  to  make  sat¬ 
isfactory  observations  or  to  draw  a  tire  from  the  enemy. 

There  is  no  battery  at  North  Inlet  where  the  English  schooner  Prince 
of ‘Wales  was  burned  by  the  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

The  discharge  of  heavy  guns  far  off  on  shore  is  sometimes  heard,  as 
if  at  target  practice,  but  so  distant  that  it  can  not  be  ascertained 
whether  on  the  Santee  River  or  at  Georgetown. 
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The  position  of  the  Augusta,  Commander  Parrott,  blockading  Lull  s 
Bay,  commands  a  view  of  Cape  Remain  light-liouse  and  the  coast  south 
of  it,  and  this  steamer  off  Georgetown,  having  m  view  the  same  light- 
house,  makes  the  blockade  effectual  between  North  Inlet  northward  of 

Georgetown  and  Bull’s  Bay. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  J  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  affairs  in  the 
vicinity  of  Savannah  and  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Wilmington  River ,  Georgia ,  January  2 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  Under  the  impression  you  might  wish  to  make  other  use  of  the 
stone  vessels  than  sinking  them  in  Freeman’s  [Freeborn’s]  Cut,  we 
ceased  stripping  them  until  further  orders.  The  work,  however,  was 
nearly  done  when  your  letter  was  received;  it  was  thought  best  to  strip 
them  before  sinking. 

We  have  now  on  hand  five  days’  supply  of  coal;  the  Alabama  same 
quantity. 

This  morning  a  person  in  an  old  canoe  was  seen  approaching  this 
ship;  sent  for  him;  he  reports  that  he  left  Savannah  early  on  New 
Year’s  morning,  and  Wilmington  at  5  a.  in.  to-day;  that  provisions  were 
scarce  and  dear;  all  who  could  do  so  left  Savannah  since  action  at  Port 
Royal;  troops  had  arrived,  some  from  Virginia,  and  there  are  not  less 
than  15,000  in  and  around  Savannah;  says  they  are  short  of  ammuni¬ 
tion,  much  disheartened  on  account  of  apology  to  Lord  Lyons;  had 
hoped  for  a  war  between  us  and  England;  that  they  will  fight  to  the 
last  about  Savannah  and  burn  the  city  down  i  atlier  than  give  it  up; 
loss  by  lire  at  Charleston,  two  millions,  attributed  to  the  Yankees,  not 
negroes;  have  received  a  number  of  guns  from  Charleston  and  Nor¬ 
folk; .  Pulaski  well  supplied  with  provisions,  enough  for  three  months; 
battery  at  Skiddaway  mounts  10  guns,  at  Thunderbolt  7  guns,  the 
strongest  battery  on  Green  Island  12  to  15  guns  mounted  and  covered, 
Commodore  Tattnall’s  fleet  is  complained  of,  and  he  pronounced  too  old. 

The  Fingal  tried  to  run  out,  but  failed ;, she  is  near  Pulaski.  Wil¬ 
mington  is  deserted,  except  a  few  blacks. 

I  do  not  place  much  confidence  in  his  story.  He  is  a  mulatto;  con¬ 
tradicts  his  own  statements;  says  his  brother  will  be  down  on  Monday; 
the  contraband  is  a  brickmaker  by  trade;  his  master  about  to  sell  him 
to  some  one  in  Macon,  etc.;  sent  him  up  for  further  questioning. 

January  ,9,  1862. — Acting  Master  Mather  reports  further  defects  in 
rudder  of  Henry  Andretv.  The  first  was  nearly  repaired;  the  last  will 
require  a  piece  of  iron  3i  inches  in  diameter  and  12  to  13  feet  long;  1 
permit  him  to  go  to  Port  Royal  for  repairs;  please  send  Ellen  in  his 
place  if  you  can  spare  her. 

Commander  Drayton  sends  me  word  that  the  Fingal  has  discharged 
her  cotton,  or  part  of  it,  and  gone  back  to  Savannah.  I  know  not  the 
source  of  his  information. 

I  presume  there  will  be  no  irregularity  in  shipping  Isaac  (as  ordinary 
seaman),  a  colored  refugee,  or  contraband,  sent  from  U.  S.  S.  Savannah 
on  board  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  inlets  along  the  coast;  he  is 
somewhat  intelligent  and  a  quiet  man. 
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Herewith  is  a  letter  from  Master’s  Mate  Mattair.  He  is  well  acquainted 
at  Fernandina  and  has  some  knowledge  of  other  parts  of  the  coast; 
lost  all  lie  had  (some  thousands)  on  account  of  being  a  Union  man;  is 
a  native  of  Georgia;  has  a  sick  wife  in  New  York,  and  desires  the  pay 
of  pilot,  $00  per  month,  with  an  order  as  acting  master  to  have  his 
name  on  the  books  of  some  vessel. 

Not  having  heard  from  you  in  relation  to  stripping  the  stone  vessels 
and  the  work  so  nearly  finished,  I  will  have  it  done,  so  that  the  wreckers 
and  others  may  return. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Wright ,  TJ,  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Drayton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reported  return  of  the  steamer 
Fingal  to  Savannah,  Ga. 

Headquarters, 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  January  2,  1862. 
Dear  Captain:  By  a  couple  of  contrabands  who  left  Savannah  at 
9  o’clock  last  night  I  learn  that  the  Fingal  has  returned  to  the  city  and 
is  lying  at  the  wharf  with  300  bales  cotton  on  board.  An  English 
(Nassau)  schooner,  also  loaded,  is  lying  near  her  waiting  a  chance  to 

run  the  blockade.  . 

The  contrabands  report  the  enemy’s  forces,  including  that  ot  Bruns¬ 
wick,  at  30,000  men  ;  and  they  say  that  1,000  cavalry  arrived  yesterday 
from  Virginia  and  that  Western  Virginia  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
rebel  troops. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J  H.  G.  Wright, 

[  Brigadier- General.  ] 

Captain  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  rumored 
return  to  Savannah  of  the  steamer  Fingal. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir:  No  change  here  since  I  last  wrote,  except  that  we  have  had 
unusually  good  weather.  Two  contrabands  came  in  yesterday,  who 
state  that  the  Fingal  has  returned  to  Savannah  and  had  only  300  bales 
of  cotton  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 


Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pon  i ,  T)  7  TT  , 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harboi 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  assignment  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  3, 1862. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Orders*  will  be  sent  by  tbe  Karnak ,  which  sails  lor 

Nassau  on  the  7th  instant,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Temple  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Port  Eoyal  with  the  Flambeau  and  report  to  you  lor  duty. 
Should  Lieutenant  Temple  not  feel  able  to  retain  command  ot  the 
Flambeau  any  longer,  you  will  assign  some  other -officer  to  that  vessel 
and  permit  Lieutenant  Temple  to  return  home. 

The  Keystone  State ,  now  at  Hampton  Boads,  will  be  ordered  to  join 
your  squadron  as  soon  as  the  smallpox  disappears  Irom  among  hei 
crew. 

T  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal , 


S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  l  .  S. 

Navi/,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding  the 

status  of  British  subjects  captured  on  a  blockade  runner. 

Navy  Department,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir:  The  British  schooner  Adeline  was  recently  captured  by  one  ot 
our  steamers  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  three  of  the  crew,  who 
claimed  to  be  British  subjects,  released  after  entering  into  an  engage¬ 
ment  not  to  be  again  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  referring  to  the  circumstance, 
says  that  the  requirement  in  question  is  not  warranted  by  public  law, 
and  no  such  condition  should  be  exacted  by  commanders  of  vessels  in 
future.  It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  as  witnesses  such  persons  as  may 
be  found  on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade 
when  their  testimony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  but  when  captured  in  a  neutral  vessel  they  can  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  and  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  three  persons,  therefore,  who  were  conditionally  released  are  to 
be  regarded  as  absolved  from  the  obligation  required  of  them. 

You  will  please  communicate  to  the.  commanding  officers  in  your 
squadron  the  principle  herein  stated  for  their  guidance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

'  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  been  informally  apprised  that  Commander 
Woodhull,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  recently  exacted  as  a  condition  of 
the  release  of  members  of  the  crew  of  the  British  schooner  Adeline, 
captured  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  that  they  should  enter  into  an 
engagement  not  to  be  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding  in  future.  It 


See  Series  I,  vol.  1,  p.  271. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


463 


occurs  to  this  Department  that,  as  the  requirement  referred  to  is  not 
warranted  by  public  law,  the  commanders  of  blockading  vessels  should 
be  instructed  not  to  exact  any  similar  condition  for  the  release  of  per¬ 
sons  found  on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade. 
It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  such  persons  as  witnesses  when  their  testi¬ 
mony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice,  but  when 
captured  in  a  neutral  ship  they  can  not  be  considered  and  ought  not 
to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  Angus  Smith,  John  Mooney,  and 
John  U.  McHenry,  the  alleged  British  subjects  above  referred  to,  are 
consequently  to  be  considered  as  absolved  from  the  obligation  repre¬ 
sented  to  have  been  required  of  them  by  Commander  Woodhull. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Penguin  regarding  boat  expedition  to  Bear  Bluff,  S.  G.,  January  4 , 

1803. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  Charleston ,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  January  2  I  steamed  up 
the  North  Edisto  Kiver  to  the  vicinity  of  White  Point,  where  it  was 
previously  reported  that  the  rebels  were  placing  cannon.  We  saw 
none,  and  after  discharging  some  shell  at  rebel  pickets,  both  horse  and 
loot,  which  were  seen  on  the  premises  known  as  King.’s-and  Legare’s, 
as  also  at  Bockville,  we  returned  to  our  anchorage. 

January  4,  feeling  satisfied  that  a  quantity  of  corn  was  in  possession 
of  the  rebels  at  Bear  Bluff,  we  again  ascended  the  river  and  anchored 
off  that  place.  After  exploding  a  few  shell  over  it,  I  dispatched  Acting 
Master  Wright,  with  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Anderson  aud  25  of  the 
crew,  together  with  the  rifle  howitzer  mounted  on  a  flatboat.  When 
near  the  landing  they  were  fired  on  by  about  20  rebels,  but  sustained 
no  injury.  These  we1  e  dispersed  by  small  arms  and  grape  from  our 
boats  and  shell  from  the  vessel,  when  Mr.  Wright  landed  with  his 
party  and  the  howitzer  and  raised  our  ensign  on  the  summit  of  the 
house  known  as  Bivers.  After  allowing  the  contrabands  who  followed 
the  vessel  up  the  river  to  fill  their  boats  with  corn,  he  set  fire  to  the 
buildings  with  their  contents,  thus  depriving  the  enemy  of  this  place 
of  shelter  and  subsistence. 

In  the  meantime  a  number  of  riflemen  fired  upon  the  vessel  from  a 
thicket  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  but  their  balls  fell  short,  and  a 
few  shell  dispersed  them  in  the  direction  of  King’s  house. 

Upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Wright  and  party,  we  steamed  down  to  our 
anchorage. 

The  above  facts  were  communicated  to  Captain  Ammen  on  his  arri¬ 
val  at  Edisto  ;  still  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  report  them  to  you  and 
to  enclose  herewith  Mr.  Wright’s  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  A.  Budd, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  DuPont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  January  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  complete  success  of  the  boat 
expedition  detailed  by  you  to  dislodge  a  picket  of  the  rebels  and  to 
destroy  the  buildings  occupied  by  them  at  Bear  Bluff. 

On  arriving  within  00  yards  of  the  shore,  we  were  firexl  upon  by  a 
party  of  the  enemy  who  were  secreted  in  the  bushes  and  in  two  negro 
houses  near  the  landing.  I  immediately  directed  Acting  Master  s  Mate 
Anderson  to  throw  in  a  charge  of  grape  from  the  rifled  howitzer,  and 
pulled  for  the  shore  with  the  cutter.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the 
bank  we  discovered  the  rebels  (about  20  mounted  men)  in  full  flight 
toward  the  woods  and  beyond  the  reach  of  small  arms.  Having  landed 
the  howitzer,  I  threw  out  a  small  party  of  skirmishers  to  examine  the 
buildings  and  proceeded  to  the  large  house,  behind  which,  on  a  level 
space  of  about  3  acres,  the  ground  was  staked  as  for  a  battery.  Being 
assured  by  the  negroes  that  the  place  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  for 
military  purposes,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  destroy  it,  and  after  allow¬ 
ing  the  negroes  to  remove  as  much  corn  as  their  boats  could  take  away, 
I  set  fire  to  the  house  and  outbuildings  and  burned  them  to  the  ground 
together  with  400  bushels  of  corn,  a  quantity  of  forage,  and  about  30 
bales  of  unginned  cotton. 

I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  j  thej  coolness  and  good  conduct 
of  the  men  engaged  in  tins  affair.  The  enemy  fired  about  forty  shots, 
most  of  them  passing  over  us,  and  only  one  striking  the  boat.  At  a 
short  distance  on  the  road  taken  by  the  rebels  we  found  a  very  tine 
double-barreled  gun  and  equipment  with  forty  rounds  of  ball  car¬ 
tridge,  and  one  U.  S.  cavalry  saber  with  belts  complete,  apparently 
thrown  away'in  their  hasty  flight. 

The  buildings  burned  were  one  large  dwelling  house,  a  cotton  house, 
corncrib,. forage  house,  stable,  coach  house,  and  eight  negro  quarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Wright, 

Acting  Master. 

Thos.  A.  Budd,  Esq., 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Penguin. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8eneca , 

regarding  a  reconnaissance  in  North  Edisto  River ,  January  5 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

North  Edisto  Harbor ,  January  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that- at  8  a.  in.  of  the  5th  we  entered 
the  port  of  North  Edisto,  having  left  Port  Koyal  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  4th 
instant. 

The  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  was  in  command  of 
these  waters.  The  colony  has  largely  increased,  numbering  probably 
1,000  negroes. 

On  the  2d  or  3d  the  Penguin  went  up  to  Bear  Bluff,  particularly  to 
enable  the  negroes  to  get  a  supply  of  maize.  They  brought  away  100 
bushels  and  burned  the  remainder  and  also  the  house  occupied  by  rebel 
soldiery,  who  had  fired  upon  them.  I  have  encouraged  the  collection 
of  maize  and  other  food,  and  have  no  apprehensions  of  immediate  want. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  Seneca  proceeded  up  to  White  Point, 
accompanied  by  the  Penguin.  We  found  lving’s  house  apparently 
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deserted  and  only  a  few  mounted  pickets  at  James  Legare’s,  and  ascer¬ 
tained  that  they  no  longer  used  the  houses  as  barracks. 

The  rebels  have  brought  nine  pieces  of  field  artillery,  no  doubt  lor 
our  benefit  should  we  get  aground  near  White  Poiut.  This,  I  suppose, 
is  the  “  heavy  artillery”  mentioned  by  me  in  a  former  report. 

1  regard  it  advisable,  and  perhaps  necessary,  that  two  vessels  should 
be  here,  and  also  that  if  the  army  do  not  intend  to  occupy  this  impor¬ 
tant  point  that  all  the  blacks  who  desire  to  leave  should  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  This  would  no  doubt  avoid  in  some  measure  the  exertions 
which  will  otherwise  be  made  sooner  or  later  to  capture  them. 

The  prisoner,  a  Mr.  Black,  is  well  known  to  the  blacks,  who  appear 
to  regard  him  with  great  suspicion.  You  will  remember  him  as  the 
person  sent  up  by  me  to  be  released.  Owing  to  their  fears,  I  continue 
to  hold  him,  and  shall  do  so  several  days  longer. 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammbn, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  Southern  Atlantic. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Cillis ,  JJ.  S. 
Nary ,  regarding  the  duty  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Pem¬ 
bina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  direct  the  Alabama  to  come  to  this  port  with 
all  dispatch.  The  Pembina  will  remain  with  you  for  the  present.  Cap¬ 
tain  Gillmore,  of  the  Engineers,  goes  in  her  to  make  some  reconnois- 
sances.  Please  place  him  in  communication  with  Commander  Rodgers. 

Your  official  letter,  received  Saturday,  was  very  interesting,  and  I 
sent  some  of  its  contents  to  Washington. 

I  am  excessively  in  want  of  vessels  to  relieve  the  blockading  ships 
now  out  of  cover  fsic]  nearly  all  at  the  same  time. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Sound. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Codon,  If.  8, 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  <>,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  dispatched  to  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens,  to  order  the  Penguin  out  of  Edisto,  to  report  to  you  for  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Alabama  will  leave 
here  Wednesday  morning,  also  to  report  to  you. 

If,  with  the  Penguin  and  Alabama,  you  consider  the  blockade  safe, 
the  Mohican  and  Augusta  can  both  leave  for  this  port.  If  you  think 
proper  you  may  move  the  Pocahontas  and  place  her  in  a  more  effective 
position. 
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In  short,  please  use  your  best  judgment  m  disposing  of  the  Penguin , 
Pocahontas,  and  Alabama,  which  your  expenenee  will  enable  you  to  (io. 
For  example,  whether  a  vessel  like  the  Pocahontas ,  between  the  Kattkv 
snake  Shoal  and  Maffitt’s  Channel,  would  not  be  better  placed  than  oft 
Stono,  where  only  small  vessels  can  get  in.  The  Ottawa  is  to  return. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  ^  ^  „ 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Codon, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens ,  U.  S: 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa ,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  North 

Fdisto  and  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  6',  1862. 

Sir:  Please  proceed  with  the  Ottawa  under  your  command  to  North 
Edisto  and  direct  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  to  repair 
off  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander  S.  W.  Codon,  of  the  Mohican. 

You  will  proceed  off  Charleston  yourself  and  deliver  the  accompany¬ 
ing  dispatches  to  Commander  Codon,  and  after  receiving  his  reply  will 
return  to  this  harbor  with  all  dispatch,  showing  this  order  to  Com¬ 
mander  Codon. 

Should  the  latter  have  left,  you  will  give  the  dispatch  to  the  senior 


officer  present. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port 

Royal,  S.  C.  ' 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1S62. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  On  the  way  you  will  communicate 
with  our  blockading  vessels  off  the  ports  of  Georgetown  and  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter ,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  will  form  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  and  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag  Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  accordingly. 
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In  proceeding  to  your  destination,  you  will  avoid  bad  weatlier  as 
much  as  possible,  keeping  near  the  coast  and  touching  at  any  of  the 
points  in  our  possession,  if  advisable. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Sumpter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Pattison, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Nickels ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Onward,  to  report  for  duty 
at  Port  Loyal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  ship  Onward,  under  your  command,  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty 
as  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  ot  the  Onward. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier  General 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  transfer  of  three  stone  vessels  for 
the  use  of  the  army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  7,  1862. 
General  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Captain 

Saxton,  forwarded  through  you.  ,  , 

1  shall  therefore  give  directions  for  the  transfer  of  the  Garland, 
Jupiter,  and  Timor,  three  of  the  stone  vessels,  to  the  Quartermaster’s 

Department. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy , 
to  facilitate  communication  between  French  commander  and  consul  at 
Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  learns  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
French  war  steamer  Bellone,  Commander  Marquis  de  Montague,  will 
repair  to  Port  Royal  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  French 
coiisul  in  that  vicinity,  and  hence  no  obstructions  will  be  interposed  by 
the  squadron  under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  . 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  1  ort  Royal,  S.  0. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding 
communication  between  French  commanders  and  consul  at  Port  Loyal , 

S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  7, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  request 
of  the  4th  instant,  the  proper  navy  officers  have  been  advised  of  the 
proposed  visit  of  the  French  war  steamers  Gatina, t  and  Ilellone  to  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Port  Eoyal,  respectively,  to  communicate  with  the  French 
consuls  there,  and  hence  to  interpose  no  obstructions  to  those  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  a  recon- 
noissance  in  Freeborn's  Cut ,  Georgia ,  by  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  Captain  Gillmore ,  U.  S.  Army ,  January  7,  1862. 


IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir:  The  launch  of  this  vessel,  with  howitzer  and  armed  boat’s  crew, 
was  sent  to  accompany  the  reconnoissance  made  on  the  night  of  the 
7tli  instant  of  Freeman’s  or  Freeborn’s  Cut  by  Captain  Bodgers,  of  the 
Flag,  and  Captain  Gillmore,  of  Engineers.  I  respectfully  forward  their 
report,  with  copy  of  Captain  E.’s  letter : 


Flag,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  report  made  by  Captain  Gillmore 
and  myself  to  our  respective  chiefs  of  the  result  of  our  examination  of  Freeborn’s  Cut. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Captain  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 


John  Rodgers, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


A  small  chart,  enlarged  from  a  newspaper  chart,  accompanies  the 
report.  They  did  not,  I  learn,  reach  the  short  bend  mentioned  by 
pilots,  around  which  vessels  have  to  be  swung  by  hawsers.  The  fort 
on  Fig  Island,  near  the  city  of  Savannah,  1  mile  above  Fort  Jackson 
(mentioned  by  the  contraband  Jim,  whom  I.  sent  you  by  Alabama),  is 
not  placed  on  the  chart.  Fort  Jackson  is  represented  as  a  strong  work, 
covered.  I  merely  mention  these  as  matters  of  precaution. 

The  steamer  Florida  appeared  off  Wassaw  Bar  about  noon  of  the 
7tli  instant,  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  a  jack;  exchanged  numbers  with 
U.  S.  S.  Flag;  a  boat  with  pilot  was  sent  out  to  her.  She  proceeded 
to  the  southward  without  communicating,  not  waiting  for  boat,  which 
was  dispatched  at  once,  consequently  we  infer  she  had  not  letters  or 
orders  for  us. 

The  Pembina  will  give  Captain  Gillmore  passage  to  Port  Eoyal,  and, 
with  your  approbation,  return  sameday  to  this  anchorage  with  mails,  etc. 

It  is  thought  requisite  and  proper  to  have  more  vessels  here.  The 
enemy’s  steamers  run  daily  to  and  from  the  battery  on  Skiddaway, 
which  he  is  strengthening,  nil  which  is  given  that  you  may  be  aware 
of  the  condition  ot  affairs  here,  not  from  apprehension  of  movements 
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we  know  nothing  of.  Our  paymaster  is  anxious  about  some  requisi¬ 
tions  he  forwards. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Force ,  1  Vassaw  Sound ,  Georgia. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.-  Flag, 

Wassaic  Sound,  January  8,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  in  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  from  their 
respective  chiefs,  have  made  a  joint  examination  of  Little  Tybee  River 
[Creek],  or  Freeborn’s  Out,  from  its  mouth  upon  Wassaw  Sound  to 
within  half  a  mile  of  Mrs.  Barnard’s  house,  situated  upon  the  first  fast 
laud  on  Wilmington  Island.  Above  this  the  passage  is  also  known  as 
Wilmington  Narrows,  until  it  reaches  St.  Augustine  Creek. 

They  have  information,  which  they  deem  reliable,  that  a  regiment  of 
Savannah  Light  Infantry,  without  cannon,  is  stationed  on  Wilmington 
Island,  near  Dr.  Screven’s  house,  a  mile  beyond  Mrs.  Barnard’s.  They 
also  learned  that  the  channel  passes  near  both  those  houses,  within  50 
yards  of  Dr.  Screven’s. 

They  agreed  that  it  was  very  improbable  that  the  boats  could  pass 
so  near  the  enemy  without  being  seen  by  his  pickets,  and  thus  disclos¬ 
ing  their  examination.  Discovery,  by  warning  the  enemy  to  close  the 
passage,  would  have  militated  more  against  the  interests  of  the  public 
service  than  a  successful  examination  would  have  promoted  it;  here, 
therefore,  their  reconnoissance  ended. 

The  distance  from  the  ship  to  which  their  examination  reached  was 
about  0  miles,  extending  up  Tybee  River  about  7  miles.  The  depth  of 
water  at  half  tide  varied  from  3  to  7  fathoms. 

They  found  that  Isaac  Tattnall,  the  colored  pilot,  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  channel.  The  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
part  under  examination  gives  assurance  that  he  may  be  perfectly  relied 
upon  as  pilot  for  the  rest  of  the  passage. 

The  channel,  as  far  as  seen,  was  wide,  deep,  and  practicable;  beyond, 
they  learn  that  it  is  narrow,  but  still  deep,  and  it  is  believed  practica¬ 
ble  for  vessels  160  or  170  feet  long. 

The  information  in  regard  to  the  unseen  part  lias  been  derived  from 
carefully  collating  the  declarations  of  Isaac  with  those  of  other  negroes 
intimately  acquainted  with  this  passage. 

The  undersigned  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  gunboats 
may  pass  into  Savannah  River,  through  Freeborn’s  Cut,  without  meet¬ 
ing  any  artificial  obstructions  or  any  serious  natural  impediment. 
Should,  however,  any  unknown  obstacle  be  encountered,  the  return 
will  be  easy  and  nothing  will  have  been  sacrificed. 

The  undersigned  would  recommend  that,  after  entering  Savannah 
River,  a  rapid  advance  should  be  made  on  the  city,  fighting  the  vessels 
past  Fort  -Jackson  and  reducing  it  from  above,  in  order  to  allow  the 
unarmed  transports  free  ingress.  Upon  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  this  purpose,  the  batteries  on  Skiddaway  Island  and  at  Thunderbolt 
will  probably  be  abandoned;  their  positions,  no  longer  valuable,  would 
scarcely  be  tenable.  Fort  Pulaski  will  be  completely  blockaded  by  the 
same  movement,  its  supplies  cut  off,  its  usefulness  destroyed,  and  its 
troops  demoralized.  It  is  found  from  the  Coast-Survey  chart  and  from 
testimony  that  Fort  Jackson  stands  upon  a  peninsula  less  than  2  miles 
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wide  and  covered  with  rice  fields.  "V essels  stationed  in  St.  Augustine 
Creek  and  Savannah  River  can  cross  their  fires  over  it,  rendering  troops 
holding  it  secure  against  successful  attack  by  land  forces. 

This  position,  with  a  wharf,  a  fort  capable  of  resisting  a  coup  de  mam , 
with  an  open  line  of  water  communication  with  Tybee  and  Port  Royal, 
with  probably  another  shorter  inland  passage  through  Wall  s  Cut, 
seems  to  be  a  good  point  d’appui  for  a  base  ot  military  operations  in 
this  vicinity. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  sketch  showing  the  routes  proposed. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Rodgers, 

Commander. 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
Captain  and  Chief  Engineer ,  E.  C. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Coast  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Cillis ,  lT.  S. 
Navy ,  acknowledging  report  of  reconnoissance  in  Freeborn1  s  Cut ,  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  9tli 
instant,  enclosing  official  report  of  the  reconnoissance  made  by  Com¬ 
mander  Rodgers,  of  the  Flag,  aud  Captain  Gillmore,  of  the  Engineers, 
of  Freeman  [Freeborn’s]  Cut,  together  with  a  chart  thereof. 

I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  your  own  remarks  upon  the  same,  which 


I  deem  important. 

The  Pembina  could  not  be  dispatched  yesterday,  as  she  had  to  get 
coal,  but  I  send  her  to-day. 

I  am  very  much  pressed  for  vessels  to  relieve  those  blockading,  and  I 
will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  is  the  least  force  and  what  the  most 
suitable  character  of  vessels  required  for  holding  Wassaw. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  has  been  directed  to  collect  all 
the  papers  and  mail  which  have  arrived  since  I  sent  by  the  boat  Hale 
to  you. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Wassaw. 


Cruise  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Florida,  along  the  coast  of  Florida,  January  7  to 

February  11,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  instructions  to  Commander  Golds- 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  11, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  my  in¬ 
structions  to  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Florida,  whom  I 
have  dispatched  to  Cedar  Keys  for  the  reasons  therein  stated. 
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I  have  since  heard  that  the  Santiago  dc  Cuba  has  proceeded  to  the 
same  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  6,  1861  [2]. 

Sin :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Florida  under  your  command 
to  Cedar  Keys,  west  coast  of  Florida.  As  you  move  down  the  coast 
you  will  communicate  (if  it  involves  but  little  delay)  with  Captain 
Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Commander  Steedman,  of  the  Bien¬ 
ville,  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  which  may  intend  running 

the  blockade.  .  ^  ^  ,.  . 

My  object  in  sending  you  to  Cedar  Keys  is  to  intercept  the  Gladiator, 
heavily  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions,  or  her  cargo  transshipped  into 
small  vessels  and  forwarded  from  Nassau,  where  the  Gladiator  had  ar¬ 
rived  from  England. 

She  has  been  sold  to  the  Confederates  and,  besides,  is  liable  to  cap¬ 
ture  for  her  contraband  cargo. 

The  close  blockade  of  this  coast  now,  and  the  prevalence  of  easterly 
o-ales  has,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  directed  the  vessels  running  the 
blockade  to  Cedar  Keys,  from  which  they  are  sent  up  by  Florida  Rail¬ 
road  to  Savannah.  .  ,  „  ™ 

You  are  aware  that  Cedar  Keys  is  within  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  McKean,  but  as  I  can  not  reach  him  by  letter  in  the  time  you 
could  be,  for  the  moment,  performing  the  important  service  mentioned 
above,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  dispatch  you. 

If  you  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  Flag Officer  McKean, 
you  will  do  so,  handing  him  a  copy  of  this  order. 

You  will  also  endeavor  to  communicate  with  Commander  Emmons, 
of  the  Hatteras ,  at  Apalachicola,  and  inform  him  of  my  suspicions  in 

reference  to  the  vessels  running  into  Cedar  Keys. 

You  will  return  here  whenever  your  judgment  directs,  for  1  do  not 
mean  that  you  shall  assume  the  blockade  of  Cedar  Keys,  but  only  to 
watch  for  a  time  for  the  Gladiator.  She  was,  according  to  my  latest 
information,  at  Nassau,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau  outside. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer . 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  6,  1861  [2]. 

Sir:  I  forgot  to  mention  in  your  orders  of  this  date  that  you  can  call 
at  Kev  West  and  get  any  information  that  will  be  of  service  m  making 
moreeftfectuaf  the  blockade;  also  at  Cedar  Keys.  Endeavor  to  get 
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information  respecting  the  condition  of  things  in  Florida,  as  to  its 
defenses  and  Union  sentiments  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  8.  Florida. 

P.  S. — On  meeting  senior  officers  at  Key  West  or  elsewhere,  conform 
to  regulations  in  showing  your  orders. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (7.,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  received  information  in  January  la st  requiring  imme¬ 
diate  attention  that  Cedar  Keys  was  much  resorted  to  by  vessels 
running  the  blockade,  and  being  desirous  to  intercept  the  Gladiator, 
which  shortly  before  bad  arrived  at  Nassau,  I  sent  the  Florida,  Com¬ 
mander  J.  R  Goldsborough,  to  the  point  first  mentioned,  directing  him 
to  communicate  with  the  authorities  at  Key  West,  and  also,  if  possible, 
with  Flag-Officer  McKean. 

Commander  Goldsborough  has  returned  to  this  port,  having  passed 
and  seen  the  various  light  houses  referred  to  in  his  report,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C.,  February  11,  1862. 

Flag-Officer :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in 
obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  6ch  of  January: 

(  1  sailed  from  Port  Hoyal  on  the  7th,  and  having  communicated  with 
Captain  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Commander  Steedman,  of  the 
Bienville,  I  continued  coasting  along,  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  ves¬ 
sels  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  sighting  all  the  light  houses  and 
beacons  until  my  arrival  at  Key  West,  on  the  lltli,  where  I  found  the 
sloop  of- war  Portsmouth,  Commander  Swartwout,  the  gunboats  Tahoma 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ilowell,  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Caldwell,  and  11  anderer ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts,  the  latter 
guard  vessel  to  the  port.  The  Flambeau ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
iernple,  having  coaled,  sailed  the  day  previous  to  my  arrival  for  Nas¬ 
sau  to  intercept  the  Confederate  steamer  Gladiator ,  which  vessel  was 
m  Nassau  on  the  1st  of  January ;  had  made  no  transshipment  of  cargo, 
but  had  got  in  her  stern  moorings  with  the  apparent  intention  of  getting 
to  sea.  The  collector  in  formed  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  small 
battery  of  two  3..- pounders  on  Sea  Horse  Key;  about  70  men  of  the 
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Fourth  Florida  liegiment,  under  Captain  Hunt,  had  been  stationed 
there  until,  anticipating  a  naval  expedition  against  Fernandina,  all  but 
a  corporal’s  guard  had  been  withdrawn;  that  seven  of  our  fishing 
smacks  had  been  captured  and  their  crews  imprisoned  in  the  fort.  This 
information  was  furnished  by  one  of  the  prisoners  liberated  on  parole. 
I  sailed  from  Key  West  on  the  12tli  with  the  Portsmouth,  forwarding 
by  her  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  a  copy  of  my  instructions  and  a  com¬ 
munication  from  myself,  and  continued  coasting  along  looking  into 
Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay,  where  I  communicated  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Eaton,  of  the  bark  Ethan  Allen,  and  on  the  loth, 
off  Auclote  Key,  with  the  bark  Kingfisher,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Couthouy,  to  both  of  whom  I  furnished  a  description  of  the  Gladiator. 
1  anchored  off  the  Cedar  Keys  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatter  as,  Commander  Emmons,  came 
out  from  the  inner  harbor  and  informed  me  that  he  had  destroyed  the 
guns  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  the  railroad  depot,  seven  cars,  telegraph 
station,  and  store  house  for  turpentine;  also  live  fishing  smacks  and 
two  schooners,  partly  laden;  had  taken  Lieutenant  Weeks  and  10  men 
of  Fourth  Florida  ltegiment  prisoners  from  Depot  Key.  The  only 
other  vessel  in  port  was  the  schooner  Fanny ,  loaded  with  turpentine; 
she  escaped  during  the  night,  but  was  afterwards  captured  attempting 
to  run  into  Tampa  Bay.  This  is  the  vessel  that  was  recaptured  from 
Lieutenant  Selden.  They  were  quiet  and  civil  on  this  key,  and,  though 
all  disloyal,  none  bearing  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Cedar  Keys  has  been  of  considerable  importance  to  our  enemies, 
and  will  so  continue  unless  we  take  immediate  possession,  which  can 
be  done  with  a  small  force,  and  held  against  a  very  superior  one.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  places  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  The 
settlement  is  on  Depot  Key,  Sea  Horse  Key  being  uninhabited.  The 
light  house  on  the  keeper’s  dwelling,  beacon,  and  buoy  on  the  reef  still 
remain.  The  lens  from  this,  as  well  as  from  all  other  light-houses  on  the 
Florida  coast,  have  been  removed.  The  light-houses  on  Carysfort  Reef, 
Sombrero,  Key  West,  Sand  Key,  Tortugas,  and  the  light  ship  at  Port 
Royal  u  are  shining  as  the  safeguards  and  symbols  of  fraternal  com¬ 
merce  and  peaceful  civilization.”  After  remaining  off’  the  Cedar  Keys 
for  nineteen  days  without,  except  in  one  instance,  seeing  a  sail,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  return  to  this  port,  touching  at  Key  West  for  coal.  I  was 
influenced  in  so  doing  by  the  entire  destruction  of  the  Cedar  Keys  and 
facilities  for  landing  cargo,  which  would  compel  the  Gladiator  or  any 
other  vessels  to  look  to  some  other  point,  added  to  which  the  Gladiator"1  s 
draft  of  water,  12  feet,  would  permit  her  to  enter  the  harbor  oidy  on 
the  spring  tides.  The  Hatteras  grounded,  drawing  only  8  feet.  I 
offered  the  services  of  the  Florida  to  the  military  authorities  at  Key 
West  to  assist  in  taking  possession  of  the  Cedar  Keys,  but,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  general  commanding,  and  the  want  of  instructions, 
they  were  declined.  Not  hearing  anything  reliable  respecting  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Gladiator,  I  left  Key  West  on  the  7th  instant,  coasting 
along  under  easy  steam  until  my  arrival  at  this  place. 

The  gunboat  Talioma,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell,  is  now  block¬ 
ading  off  the  Cedar  Keys. 

I  enclose  abstract  of  vessels  boarded,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  CrOLDSBOROUGH, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Receipt  of  Assistant  Quartermaster  Saxton,  TJ  S.  Army,  for  stone  vessels 
transferred  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Hilton  Head,  January  8,  1S62. 

Received  of  FlaR-Offlcer  S.  F.  Da  Pont,  commanding  Soutb  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  the  following  vessels,  part  of  the  stone  licet,  t 

wit:  Frances  Henrietta,  Corea,  Garland,  Jupiter,  and  Itmo) . 

iv.  SAXTON, 

Captain,  'TJ.  S.  Army,  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[Endorsement.] 

u.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1862. 
The  Jupiter  and  Timor  were  subsequently  withdrawn  and  sunk  at 
Charleston,  S.  O.  &  H  DatiSj 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston 

Bar. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  !),  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Alabama  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  Bar  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  officer  for  blockad¬ 
ing  duty. 

In  the  event  of  finding  yourself  the  senior  officer,  you  will  assume 
the  charge  of  the  blockading  force  off  that  place. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  E.  Lanier, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Alabama. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle,  TJ.  S. 

Coast  Survey,  regarding  the  buoying  of  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir:  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  we  should  have  a  better  under¬ 
standing  as  to  your  operations,  and  make  the  following  suggestions: 

I  am  expecting  the  light  ship  here  in  a  few  days,  and  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  drop  a  buoy  to-day  on  the  place  she  is  to  occupy. 

When  I  requested  you  to  survey  Skull  Creek  and  Broad  River  it  was 
my  expectation  that  the  results  of  a  rapid  reconnoissance,  showing  the 
direction  of  the  principal  channels  and  the  depth  of  mean  low  water, 
could  be  furnished  in  a  few  days,  the  completion  of  the  work  being  left 
to  a  more  leisurely  time.  I  find,  however,  that  I  can  depend  upon  the 
skill  of  pilots  and  masters  for  the  safe  navigation  of  these  passages, 
and  I  therefore  will  ask  you  to  turn  your  personal  attention  to  the 
placing  of  the  buoys  in  the  harbors  and  sounds  in  the  possession  of 
the  naval  forces  under  my  command,  and  to  take  up  in  the  following 
order:  Tybee  Entrance,  St.  Helena  Sound,  Wassaw  Sound,  South 
Edisto,  Ossabaw  Sound,  North  Edisto. 
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Of  these  harbors  the  first  four  are  like  Port  Royal — permanently 
occupied. 

Vessels  are  passing  in  and  out  of  their  channels  at  all  times,  and  it 
the  latter  are  buoyed  in  such  manner  that  with  simple  directions  they 
can  be  traversed  by  a  stranger  in  security  much  labor  and  delay  will 
be  saved. 

No  one  knows  how  to  do  this  better  than  yourself,  and  I  rely  upon 
your  judgment  and  zeal. 

Please  deliver  to  this  ship  the  barge  taken  in  North  Edisto. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

0.  O.  Boutelle,  Esq., 

Assistant  U.  S.  Coast  Surrey ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Truxtun ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition  to 
Bailey's  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  January  10-12 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 

St.  Helena,  Sound ,  South  Carolina ,  January  13 ,  180:2. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant  Colonel  Thomas 
Welsh  placed  Companies  H  and  K,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
numbering  131,  rank  and  file,  under  my  command.  With  these  two 
companies  and  a  detachment  from  this  ship  of  seamen  and  marines, 
numbering  in  all  2C5  fighting  men,  I  left  this  ship  on  the  morning  of 
Friday  the  10th  instant. 

We  visited  Bailey’s  Island;  found  it  entirely  deserted  by  both  whites 
and  negroes,  but  well  stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses. 

We  then  proceeded  up  Bailey’s  Creek  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  visit¬ 
ing  many  plantations  on  the  way,  but  seeing  no  signs  of  an  enemy. 

On  the  1  ltli  we  marched  from  the  Episcopal  Church  to  Bailey’s  Laud¬ 
ing,  on  the  North  Edisto  River,  from  which  we  saw  a  gunboat  about  2 
miles  to  seaward  of  us,  supposed  to  be  the  Seneca. 

On  the  12th,  at  4  p.  in.,  reached  the  ship,  having  been  absent  two 
nights  and  three  days.  During  the  expedition  we  visited  many  fine 
plantations  and  elegant  residences.  The  negroes  had  removed  and 
secreted  in  their  quarters  most  of  the  furniture  that  had  been  left  by 
their  masters.  Great  care  was  taken  that  nothing  should  be  removed 
from  any  of  the  plantations,  excepting  a  few  books,  light  novels,  maga¬ 
zines,  and  sufficient  forage  to  support  the  party.  Both  the  volunteers 
and  seamen  deserve  credit  for  their  general  good  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Batch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  obtained 
from  prisoners  regarding  Confederate  batteries. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Stono  Inlet ,  South  Carolina,  January  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  received  orders 
from  Commander  Godon  to  proceed  to  this  port,  “after  early  dark,”  and 
that  after  parting  from  the  Mohican  I  stood  in  for  an  anchorage  off 
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Stono,  and  discovered  a  small  sailboat  standing  toward  us  from  Stono 
Inlet,  and  at  3:50  p.  m.  she  came  alongside  with  four  white  men  m  her, 
who  represented  themselves  as  Northern  men  and  who  desired  to  place 
themselves  under  our  protection.  They  were  in  uniform  and  state  that 
they  belonged  to  the  “Lucas  Artillery/’  commanded  by  Major  J.  Jonathan 
Lucas,  whose  headquarters  are  on  Cole’s  Island.  They  produced  a  pass 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  Company  A,  and  countersigned  by  Major 
Lucas,  to  go  after  oysters  and  to  return  by  2  p.  m.,  but  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  the  opportunity  to  escape,  which  they  did,  and  I  have  them  on 
board,  subject  to  your  order. 

Deeming  it  my  duty  to  furnish  you  with  all  information  relating  to 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  1  have  obtained  from  these  men  the  follow  iug 
statement,  viz :  That  there  are  on  Cole’s  Island  four  batteries,  mounting 
14  guns  in  all,  and  distributed  as  follows: 

In  the  Marion  battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Pope  [Parker],  there 
are  2  32- pounders  and  i  Vlll-incli  coiumbiad,  manned  by  about  35  men 
belonging  to  the  La  Fayette  Artillery,  with  abundance  of  ammunition. 

In  the  Ripley  battery,  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  3  42- 
pounders  (solid  shot)  and  one  X-inch  coiumbiad,  which  has  been  dis¬ 
mounted  three  times  in  tiring,  and  manned  by  Company  B,  Lucas  Artil¬ 
lery,  amounting  to  47  men.  In  this  battery  there  is  an  abundance  of 
ammunition,  and  an  apparatus  tor  heating  shot  and  for  them 

already  prepared. 

In  Fort  Palmetto,  also  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  2  24- 
pounder  rifled  guns  and  2  24-pounder  smoothbore  guns,  manned  bv 
about  35  men  of  Lee’s  battery  of  artillery.  This  fort  is  an  ancient 
fortification,  around  a  portion  of  which  is  a  ditch  which,  during  the 
spring  tides,  is  filled  to  the  depth  of  3  feel .  The  ascent  to  the  parapet 
is  so  easy  as  to  render  it  perfectly  feasible  to  charge  the  fort  at  double 
quick. 

In  the  Bastion  battery,  also  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  2 
18  pounder  smoothbore  guns,  old  pattern,  and  apparently  of  not  much 
use,  they  having  been  removed  from  Fort  Palmetto,  where  they  had 
been  since  the  Revolution.  There  is  also  1  X-inch  coiumbiad  about 
100  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Bastion  battery,  which  is  manned  by  about 
40  men  belonging  to  the  Lucas  Artillery. 

There  are  on  Cole’s  Island  at  this  time  about  850  men,  all  told,  and 
arc  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  but  have  neither  coffee  nor  salt; 
and  the  troops  enlisted  for  one  year  are  going  home,  their  time  having 
expired.  They  have  been  expecting  Burnside’s  expedition. 

Fort  Pickens  [Pringle]  about  1^  miles  up  the  Stono,  contains  9  24- 
pounder  smoothbore  guns  andl  12-pound  howitzer. 

These  men  state  that  13  feet  may  be  carried  across  Stono  Bar  at  high 
water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Tort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  T)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  into 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  of  the  blockade  runner  Isabel. 

Private.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S  C.,  January  11,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  no  important  official  communication  to  make 
to  the  Department  by  the  Rhode  Island.  General  Sherman  has  been  to 
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see  me  to-day.  e  have  both  been  pushing  reconnoissances  of  great 
moment  and  of  promising  character,  but  I  am  afraid  to  trust  myself  to 
speak  of  them,  lest  1  might  raise  expectations  in  your  mind  which 
could  not  be  realized.  Some  things  we  have  discovered  seem  hard  to 
believe. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  a  newspaper  paragraph  going  the 
rounds  asserting  that  General  Sherman  and  myself  were  differing  on 
any  subject  between  ns  has  no  foundation  whatever. 

If  what  I  have  alluded  to  above  turns  out,  as  I  hope,  the  mortar 
vessels  would  be  of  great  importance. 

The  light  vessel  has  arrived  and  the  machinery  for  Unndilla ,  a  god¬ 
send;  four  more  regular  gunboats  would  help  us  amazingly. 

The  Isabel ,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  got  into  Charleston,  in  a  fog.  The 
Mohican  slipped  her  chain  instantly  on  the  lookout  vessel  of  that  chan¬ 
nel  tiring  a  gun,  but  the  Isabel  was  too  swift.  The  Mohican  blew  her 
stern  off  by  a  shell;  this  we  have  from  deserters  from  Stono  to-day, 
brought  down  by  the  Pocahontas.  She  had  coffee  on  board;  no  arms. 

The  Mohican  chased  her  until  she  drew  the  hre  of  the  forts. 

With  best  regards  to  Mr.  Fox. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

t 'Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  the  prosecution  of  original  plan  of  operations. 

Unofficial.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  January  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  only  a  short  time  to  write  by  the  Rhode  Island, 
now  here  for  a  few  hours  on  her  way  north;  but  I  can  not  let  her  go 
without  answering  one  part  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  January. 

You  regret  that  the  second  expedition  did  not  proceed,  and  say  that 
‘‘the  original  plan  ought  to  have  been  carried  out,”  because  (in  a 
former  part  of  your  letter  in  the  same  connection)  “the  political  condi¬ 
tion  of  things  renders  it  imperative  that  we  should  possess  all  the 
Southern  ports  possible.” 

Will  you  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  the  original  plan  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  contempla  ted  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  two  ports,  as  harbors 
of  refuge,  and  that  I  have  taken  seven  ports,  and  now  actually  hold 
five  ports,  of  which  three  are  in  South  Carolina  and  two  in  Georgia, 
and  of  which  five  ports,  three  are  held  by  us  in  connection  with  the 
Army. 

I  received  by  this  mail  of  to-day  an  important  letter  of  December  10. 

This  reminds  me  to  renew  my  earnest  desire  (previously  expressed) 
to  be  in  more  rapid  and  regular  communication  with  the  Department 
than  by  the  supply  ship,  and  I  would  suggest  that  an  understanding 
should  be  had  between  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  the  army 
quartermaster,  and  the  post-office  at  New  York. 

Pray  do  not  suppose  from  anything  above  that  I  have  lost  any  por¬ 
tion  of  my  interest  in  the  Florida  business. 

It  is  only  a  question  of  ships,  and  it  will  be  prosecuted  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  done  without  abandoning  other  points. 

I  am  perfectly  posted  up  in  reference  to  it,  but  I  ought  to  have  one 
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or  two  efficient  vessels  of  moderate  draft,  like  the  Richmond  or  Hartford , 
because  the  large  men-of-war  of  the  squadron  are  excluded.  I  should 
like  also  to  have  four  additional  regular  gunboats,  which  would  be  allot 
ing  me  eight  only,  out  of  the  twenty-three. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  R.  B.  Forbes ,  a  most  useful  vessel,  reduces  my 
squadron.  The  Wyandotte  is  almost  useless;  the  withholding  of  the 
mortar  fleet  makes  me  still  further  unhappy. 

But,  as  I  said  to  you  in  one  of  my  previous  letters,  it  is  for  the  Depart 
ment  to  judge  what  it  can  spare  and  what  it  can  not,  and  to  this  I 
cheerfully  submit. 

It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  let  you  know  in  this  unofficial  way  and 
witli  the  best  possible  spirit  that  I  feel  myself  very  much  pressed. 

Thank  you  for  the  Keystone  State. 

Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Font,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  progress  of 
the  work  in  opening  Wall's  Gut. 

January  12,  1862. 

Commodore:  Since  returning  from  the  Wabash  I  have  received  the 
enclosed  communication  from  Major  Beard. 

I  shall  keep  a  guard  on  Daufuskie  Island  with  vedettes  at  the  cut 
[Wall’s],  to  give  the  quickest  information  in  case  of  any  demonstration 
made  there  by  anyone. 

In  the  meanwhile  1  think  we  are  in  a  very  fair  way  of  an  opening 
quickly. 

Yours,  truly, 


Please  return  the  enclosed. 


T.  W.  Sherman. 


[Enclosure.] 

Daufuskie  Island,  South  Carolina, 

Saturday ,  January  11,  1S62- — 5  a.  m. 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  concluded  last  night 
woi  k  which  has  resulted  most  satisfactorily.  All  the  piles  on  the  north 
part  of  the  channel  are  removed,  there  being  from  13  to  17  feet  of  water 
at  high  tide  over  the  stumps. 

The  brig  has  been  removed  and  now  lies  parallel  with  and  close  to 
the  south  side  of  the  channel.  A  passage  is  thus  left  of  53  feet,  navi¬ 
gable  at  high  tide  for  any  vessels  not  drawing  over  13£  feet  of  water. 

I  send  a  rough  draft*  of  channel  herewith.  Our  work  is  now  subject 
to  discovery  at  any  moment  by  parties  from  Savannah  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  gunning.  Such  a  party  passed  the  cut  yesterday. 

If  it  is  thus  discovered  before  being  taken  advantage  of,  our  whole 
work  will  be  rendered  nugatory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  T.  Beard, 

Major,  Forty -Eighth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 


Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report,  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
Acting  1  olunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  January 
12-March  28,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting'  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Baxter  of  events  (luring  the  time  he  was  block 
acling  off  Georgetown,  S.  0.,  viz,  from  the  12th  of  January  to  the  28tli 
of  March,  with  the  armed  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

During  this  period  he  captured,  on  the  12th  March,  the  British 
schooner  Fair  Play,  !)  miles  from  Georgetown  light-house,  professedly 
bound  for  Nassau.  He  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication  under 
Acting  Master  Nelson  Provost.  Her  captain  (Thayer)  was  a  police 
officer  in  the  city  of  Charleston  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter  has  shown  zeal  and  energy  in 
the  service,  and  at  the  present  time  is  engaged  in  blockading  duty 
again  off  Georgetown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Ed  losure.] 

If.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  proceedings  with  the  Gem 
of  the  Sea  while  blockading  off  Georgetown,  S.  0.,  since  the  12th  of 
January  up  to  the  present  date. 

February  11,  1862. — At  daylight  in  the  morning,  while  lying  to  with 
the  maintopsail  aback,  8  miles  S.  S.  E.  from  the  entrance  to  George¬ 
town,  wind  light  from  S.  W.,  saw  a  schooner  bearing  E.  N.  E.  from  us, 
distant  4  miles,  apparently  standing  in  for  Georgetown  entrance.  I 
immediately  tilled  away  in  chase  of  her,  but  we  being  discovered  from 
the  schooner  about  the  same  time  that  we  discovered  her,  she  kept  off 
N.  E.  by  E.,  setting  a  large  square  sail  and  all  other  sail  they  could 
make  draw,  and  made  the  best  of  her  way  from  us.  I  hoisted  the 
ensign  and  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to.  The  shot  fell  far  short  of  her. 
There  was  no  notice  taken  on  board  the  schooner  of  either  signal  or 
shot.  I  kept  up  the  chase  for  three  hours,  but  finding  the  schooner 
leaving  us  very  fast,  and  she  being  nearly  hull  down,  I  gave  up  the 
chase  and  returned  to  my  station. 

February  27. — At  3  p.  m.,  while  laying  off  the  north  entrance  to 
Georgetown,  wind  light  from  W.  S.  W.,  saw  a  schooner  bearing  east 
from  us,  distant  6  miles,  steering  N.  N.  W.  I  immediately  set  all  sail 
possible  and  went  in  chase  of  her.  We-we:e  .soon  after  discovered 
from  the  schooner,  when  she  kept  off  E.  N.  E.,  setting  a  large  square 
sail  and  other  sails  and  made  the  best  of  her  way  from  us.  I  followed 
up  the  chase  until  dark,  when  we  lost  sight  of  her  and  gave  up  thechase. 

The  next  day  the  U.  S  gunboat  Mount  Vernon,  blockading  off  Wil¬ 
mington,  N.  0.,  captured  the  British  schooner  British  Queen  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  I  am  quite  sure  it  was  the  same 
schooner  we  were  in  chase  of. 
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March  12. — At  11  o’clock  a.  in.,  Georgetown  light  house  bearing  W 
by  N.,  distant  9  miles,  boarded  the  British  schoonei  Iau  / 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Captain  Thayer,  with  an  assorted  cargo  such  as. 
fish,  soap,  candles,  shoes,  brogaus,  boots,  leather,  blankets,  bl  ie  tlamie  , 
etc.’  She  was  cleared  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick  tor  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  On  examining  her  papers  and  log  book  and  questioning 
the  captain,  I  found  everything  about  her  and  her  captain  of  a  suspn 
cious  nature.  The  captain’s  excuse  for  running  in  here  was  the  loss  ol 
sails  and  want  of  water.  1  not  being  satisfied  with  lus  excuse,  and  the 
schooner  not  in  a  fit  condition  to  send  to  a  Northern  port  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  1  ort  Boyal  m 
charge  of  Acting  Master  Nelson  Provost  for  your  inspection  ^ 

You  not  being  at  Port  lloyal  on  Mr.  Provost’s  arrival  tnere,  he 
reported  himself  and  schooner  to  Captain  Lardner,  on  board  the  U .  b.  b. 
Susquehanna,  who  supplied  him  with  all  lie  required,  and  sent  him  back 
with  the  schooner  to  me  on  the  20tli  instant  for  my  decision  as  to  the 
port  she  should  be  sent  to  for  adjudication.  . 

I  sent  her  to  Philadelphia.  Captain  Thayer,  of  the  schooner  Fair 
Flay,  while  on  board  the  Susquehanna  was  recognized  by  one  white 
man  and  four  negroes,  who  escaped  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  m  a  boat 
on  the  23d  day  of  October  last,  and  were  picked  up  by  the  Susquehanna 
on  the  same  day.  Their  depositions  were  taken  by  Captain  Lardner, 
of  the  Susquehanna.  They  testified,  that  they  had  known  him  (Cap¬ 
tain  Thayer)  for  two  years  and  upward ;  first,  as  captain  ot  the  quar¬ 
antine  boat  running  between  the  city  ot  Charleston  and  the  quaran¬ 
tine,  and  secondly,  as  a  city  police  officer,  and  he  was  in  that  capacity 
when  they  escaped  from  Charleston.  Also,  that  when  the  troubles  first 
broke  out  he  adopted  the  secession  uniform. 

Whenever  the  wind  and  weather  would  permit  me  to  approach  near 
the  entrance  to  Georgetown  I  could  see  small  rebel  steamers  and 
schooners  busily  running  between  Georgetown,  Santee  River,  and 
inland  to  Bull’s  Bay,  and  also  a  steamer  of  about  450  tons  burden,  with 
two  masts,  apparently  armed,  lying  at  anchor  near  the  light  house. 
She  always  got  underway  when  we  approached  near  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor.  On  one  occasion,  the  wind  being  very  light,  she  came  out¬ 
side  of  the  bar,  but  immediately  turned  around  and  went  in  under  the 
light  house  and  there  lay  with  steam  up. 

During  this  cruise  off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  of  seventy-four  days,  we 
have  been  constantly  underway,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  three  hours 
at  anchor.  The  weather  has  been  very  severe  throughout,  with  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  heavy  gales,  thick,  cold  fogs,  and  much  rain. 

Necessary  duty  lias  caused  my  crew  to  be  much  exposed  to  the  severe 
weather,  and  the  most  of  them  have  been  laid  up  with  severe  colds. 

1  am  short  of  officers  and  men,  so  much  so  that  it  would  be  difficult 
for  me  to  work  the  guns  and  ship  at  the  same  time  in  case  of  an  attack. 

My  full  complement  of  officers  and  crew  is  70.  I  am  short  2  acting 
masters  and  9  of  the  crew,  and  11  on  board  are  sick;  8  of  those  on 
board  sick  have  been  off  duty  nearly  the  entire  cruise.  I  do  not  think 
they  will  be  able  to  do  duty  very  soon,  as  their  diseases  are  of  long¬ 
standing. 

Acting  Master  S.  Y.  Bennis  was  sent  to  New  York  on  the  sick  list. 
Acting  Master  N.  Provost  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  the 
prize  schooner  Fair  Play  with  3  men.  Two  men  were  sent  to  New  York 
in  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine ,  and  4  men  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  U.  S.  S. 
Rhode  Island  on  the  sick  list. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  want  of  supplies  obliged  me  to  leave  my  station 
unprotected. 
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Enclosed  please  find  the  report  of  vessels  boarded;  also  a  copy  of 
the  surgeon’s  report  of  the  sick. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Livingston ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  Commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland,  to  report  for  duty  at  Fort 
Royal ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Savannah  at  Hampton 
Roads  you  will  proceed  with  the  sloop  of  war  Cumberland  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as 
a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Jno.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  ship  timber  in  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  coasts. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  the  U.  S.  sloop  Savannah  you  will 
send  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli  for 
duty  on  his  squadron,  and  on  her  arrival  there  the  Cumberland  will  be 
sent  to  you  in  place  of  her. 

It  has  been  represented  to  the  Department  that  there  are  large 
quantities  of  ship  timber  prepared  for  market,  some  afloat  and  some 
ashore,  in  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
coasts,  and  it  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  an  examination  should  be 
made  as  soon  as  convenient  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 

Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  blockade  runner  Emily 

St.  Pierre. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  received  by  a  firm  in  Boston 
from  one  of  their  shipmasters  in  Calcutta  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Department: 

November  11,  1861. 

The  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  :i  Charleston,  S.  C.,  ship,  but  now  under  the  English 
flag  and  hailing  from  Liverpool,  is  loading  here  with  gunnies  for  St.  John,  New 
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Brunswick.  Her  captain  is  a  Scotchman  and  says 
so utli  and  west. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


,'s  lie  may  make  the  land  farther 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  t>  ,  „  r 

(Jomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  1  ort  Royal ,  S. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  XI.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers, 
II.  'S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of  various  United  States  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  under  your  command 
and  relieve  the  Bienville,  Commander  Steedman,  directing  her  to  return 
to  Port  Royal.  You  will  find  her  cruising  between  St.  Andrew  s  and 
St.  John’s,  and  covering  Fernandiua. 

The  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  will  go  down  with  you, 
and  you  will  dispose  of  her  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  condition  of  the  Flag  is  so  doubtful  that  you  can  return  at  your 
discretion,  leaving  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  in  charge. 

On  your  way  down  please  tell  Captain  Lardner  1  will  send  the  1  oca- 
hontas  to  relieve  him. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Warsaw  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to  certain  United  States  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  13, 1862. 

Sir:  I  send  Pembina  back  with  F.  B.  Hale.  I  must  withdraw  for  a 
season  the  Flag,  as  I  am  pressed  to  get  the  blockading  force  relieved 
that  it  may  recoal. 

1.  had  intended  sending  the  Seminole  to  relieve  the  Mohican,  for  all 
the  vessels  of  the  squadron  should  take  their  turn  at  blockading  in  the 
winter  season,  slow  or  fast.  The  Department,  instead  of  increasing 
my  force,  has  withdrawn  the  Forbes,  etc. 

1  am  under  the  impression  that  engineers  do  not  like  to  work  much 
at  their  engines  except  iu  a  Northern  port  and  alongside  of  a  yard,  and 
with  convenient  access  to  foundries.  During  the  war  this  can  not  be, 
and  your  engineer  must  keep  his  engine  in  order  by  daily  tinkering,  if 
necessary. 

Have  you  no  calkers  on  board?  A  few  men,  with  hours  for  labor 
systematically  arranged,  can  accomplish  a  great  deal.  I  will  send 
home  for  some. 

I  intend  sending  no  vessels  home  that  we  can  possibly  repair  out 
here  unless  entirely  broken  down,  and  so  pronounced  by  survey ;  and 
if  Ibis  is  understood  by  the  engineers  and  others  1  think  it  will  prove 
advantageous. 
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I  requested  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  to  see  to  your  letters 
and  packages,  if  there  wei  e  auy,  or  to  any  stores. 

.Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  iS.  Seminole ,  Gomdg.  Blockading  Forces  in  Wassaw  Sound. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Reynolds ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  the  detail  of  a  gunboat  for  the  secur¬ 
ing  of  cotton. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Resident  Agent, 

Fort  Welles,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  of  large  quantities  of  cotton  which  can  be  secured 
if  the  proper  means  of  transportation  can  be  obtained.  If  not  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  duties  of  the  service,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  gunboat  Ellen,  or  some  other  boat  of  her  draft,  be  detailed  for 
that  purpose  for  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Reynolds, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  First  Regiment  R.  I.  Artillery, 

U.  S.  Resident  Agent. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  United  States  minister  to  Belgium  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  forwarding  information  of  the  clearing  from  Antwerp  of  the 

Spanish  brig  Simonita. 

No.  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  drawing  and 
aud  description  of  a  Spanish  brig,  the  Simonita,  which  cleared  from  the 
port  of  Antwerp  yesteulay  for  Havana,  but  which  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe  intends  to  run  our  blockade.  She  is  loaded  with  arms,  salt¬ 
peter,  and  cloth,  and  has  a  double  crew. 

Two  other  sharp,  fast  sailing  vessels,  also  under  Spanish  flags,  with 
double  crews,  are  now  loading  with  munitions  of  war  at  the  same  port, 
ostensibly  for  Havana.  1  will  send  you  their  descriptions  later. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Sanford. 

Hon.  William  H  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  etc. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  the  steamer  Nuestra 
Seriora  de  Regia. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  January  15,  1862. 
Commodore:  The  Spanish  steamboat  Nuestra  Senora  de  Regia  left 
here  on  Saturday  last  with  Mr.  Lane,  cotton  agent,  and  a  guard  of  a 
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corporal  and  six  privates.  No  one  knows  positively  where  Mr.  l  ane 
took  her,  but  it  is  generally  admitted  that  he  went  to  Spring  Island  to 
gather  his  cotton.  I  am  rather  apprehensive  that  it  he  went  up  the 
Colleton  Riyer  the  boat  has  been  seized  by  the  rebels.  . 

I  therefore  write  to  ask  if  you  will  send  a  gunboat  into  that  river  to 
ascertain  if  she  is  there,  and  to  obtain  any  news  ot  hei. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  this  matter,  but  my  anxiety  lor  her, 
and  having  no  suitable  vessel  myself  for  such  a  purpose,  compels  me  to 
write. 


Very  respectfully  and  truly, 


T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  /Squadron ,  Wabash. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  & 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State,  to  proceed  to  duty  offi 
Fernandina,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 


Fort  Royal  Harbor,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
command  and  relieve  the  steamer  Bienville,  off  Fernandina,  in  the 
blockade  of  that  port  and  adjacent  waters,  receiving  from  Commander 
Steedman  such  information  as  his  recent  experience  will  suggest. 

You  will  receive  herewith  certain  blockading  instructions  and  direc¬ 


tions  in  reference  to  prizes. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Commander  William  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  prisoners 

captured  in  neutral  vessels. 

General  Orders,  /  U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  (3.  )  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  January  16,  1862. 

The  attention  of  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  is  called 
to  the  following  general  order: 

A  British  schooner  was  recently  captured  by  one  of  our  steamers  for 
a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  three  of  the  crew,  who  claimed  to  be 
British  subjects,  released  after  entering  into  an  engagement  not  to  be 
again  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  requirement  in  question  is  not  warranted  by  public  law,  and  no 
such  condition  should  be  exacted  by  commanders  of  vessels  in  future. 

It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  as  witnesses  such  persons  as  may  be  found 
on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade  when  their 
testimony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice,  but 
when  captured  in  a  neutral  vessel  they  can  not  be  considered,  and  ought 
not  to  be  treated,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Order  of  Commander  Marcliand ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Baxter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  charge  of  the  blockade 
of  Georgetown ,  &  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Georgetown ,  $.  C.,  January  1(>,  1862. 
Sir:  Our  coal  is  nearly  consumed,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  this 
steamer  to  return  soon  to  Port  Royal  for  fuel. 

I  regret  having  to  leave  without  a  relief  steamer  being  here. 

Some  days  ago  1  informed  Flag  Officer  I)u  Pont  that  we  had  but  one 
week’s  fuel  remaining,  and  expected  a  relief  by  this;  but  as  none  has 
come,  I  will  be  compelled  to  leave  to-morrow  evening  or  the  day  after 
for  Port  Royal. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  this  place  on 
the  departure  of  this  steamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marciiand, 

Commander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  off  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  information  regarding  proposed  com¬ 
bined  operations. 

Port  Royal,  January  16,  1862. 

Commodore  :  What  have  you  decided  on  ?  Hoping  to  hear  from  you 
to-day,  I  have  not  pushed  our  affairs  so  much  as  I  otherwise  would.  I 
am  anxious  to  know  what  I  can  do.  Please  inform  me  to-night. 

I  remain,  yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  17.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  joint  operations  in  the  Savan¬ 
nah  River. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  January  16, 1862. 
Commodore:  From  information  which  I  believe  reliable,  and  which 
more  than  confirms  what  1  have  before  learned,  the  only  land  battery 
that  can  now  be  served  against  an  assailing  party  in  the  Savannah 
Liver  above  Pulaski  is  Fort  Jackson.  A  battery  has  been  constructed 
on  the  very  lower  end  of  Hutchinson’s  Island,  near  Fig  Island,  and  the 
guns  are  there,  but  on  Saturday  last  had  not  been  mounted.  A  large 
battery  has  been  under  construction  on  the  island  immediately  oppo 
site  Fort  Jackson  during  the  past  ten  or  fourteen  days,  but  no  guns  had 
been  sent  there  on  last  Saturday. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  the  Savannah  River  is  to  be  entered,  now  is 
the  time,  before  these  batteries  can  be  completed. 

Will  it  not  be  possible  to  go  in  there  now  with  a  sufficient  force  to 
make  it  a  profitable  job  ?  Excuse  me  for  intruding  these  lines  upon  you. 
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I  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  prevent  this  opportunity  being 
lost,  but  I  know  the  case  demands  much  consideration,  and  therefore 
write  at  once  before  your  stone  fleet  goes  out. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Frigate  VI  abash. 

[Endorsement.] 

Wabash,  January  16. 

Answered  that  I  would  be  ready  to  furnish  the  naval  force  asked; 

and  stone  operation  deferred  if  necessary.  ^  Dit  Pont 


Letter  from .  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U .  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
DuPont,  U.  S'.  Navy,  urging  the  immediate  prosecution  of  joint  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Savannah  River. 

Port  Royal,  January  16,  1862. 

Commodore:  Yours  of  today  is  received.  As  our  job  may  be  a 
pretty  large  one,  it  may  turn  out  that  we  shall  be  deficient  in  light- 
draft  transportation,  and  1  have  therefore  retained  here  all  our  vessels 
of  the  kind,  which,  indeed,  excluding  the  Atlantic  and  Baltic,  is  all  the 
kind  we  now  have.  The  Atlantic  will  be  ready  to  sail  on  Sunday,  and 
I  can  probably  spare  one  of  the  others,  probably  the  Star  of  the  South, 
though  I  intended  to  retain  her  for  our  operation. 

Savannah,  commodore,  is  a  great  point  for  us  and  the  cause,  and  I 
know  you  will  not  let  any  secondary  matter  interfere  with  it.  It  we 
could  get  in  there  at  once  it  would  be  an  immense  point  gained,  but  1 
fear  we  shall  be  found  out,  for  two  citizens  were  taken  prisoners  at  the 
cut  [Wall’s]  yesterday,  and  they  will  certainly  be  missed  and  sought 
for.  If  they  find  out  what  we  have  done,  it  will  not  only  make  prema¬ 
ture  a  movement  on  our  part  to  protect  the  cut,  but  will  cause  the 
Georgians  to  go  to  work  and  hurriedly  finish  their  defenses. 

Since,  writing  the  above  the  citizen  prisoners  have  arrived  here. 
They  have  large  families  and  seem  much  afflicted.  They  will  unques¬ 
tionably  be  missed  and  the  removal  of  hulk  found  out. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  published,  announcement  of  the  opening 
of  Wall’s  Cut,  Savannah  River. 

Port  Royal,  January  17,  1862. 

Dear  Commodore:  Since  writing  my  note  I  have  ascertained  that 
the  opening  of  Wall’s  Cut  is  published  in  the  New  York  Times  and 
Baltimore  American.  I  have  the  officer  in  arrest  who  published  it. 
They,  of  course,  know  it  in  Savannah  ere  this. 

The  moment  I  can  get  some  siege  guns  on  the  flats  I  shall  proceed  to 
the  Savannah  River  and  do  what  I  can  toward  cutting  off  Pulaski,  and 
probably  lay  a  base  for  land  operations.  I  will  do  this,  not  knowing 
how  far  you  are  now  ready. 

Yours,  truly,  in  haste, 


T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  McCau¬ 
ley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
in  St.  Simon’’ s  Sound ,  Georgia. 


IJ.  S.  Flagship  Wahasii, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  17,  1S62. 

Sir:  Commander  J.  Rodgers  having  been  ordered  on  temporary- 
official  duty,  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  to  the  blockade  ot 
St.  Simon’s. 

The  Keystone  State  has  just  been  dispatched  to  cover  Fernandina. 

You  will  use  vigilance  in  this  duty,  as  I  have  information  of  vessels 
fitting  out  in  England  to  run  the  blockade  with  arms  on  board  for  the 
rebel  States. 


You  will  probably  meet  Commander  Steedman  in  the  Bienville. 
Please  say  to  him  I  have  ordered  the  Flag  in  lieu  of  the  Norwich. 

I  send  herewith  an  additional  list  of  suspected  vessels,  printed  direc¬ 
tions  to  prize  masters,  and  General  Orders,  No.  (5. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Y.  McCauley, 

U.  S.  S.  Flag. 


Order  of  Flag- 0 fleer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
'Navy,  to  send  to  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  17,  18f>2. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  communication  you  will  send  to  Port 
Royal  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pembina  and  in  her  the  contraband  pilot  Isaac 
Tattnall.  The  Norwich  will  take  her  place. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Sound, 


[Enclosure.] 

Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall  December  6,1861. 

Isaac  Tattnall,  a  contraband,  was  last  from  Brunswick,  Ga. ;  says 
they  have  hve  batteries  on  St.  Simon’s,  besides  which  they  have  two 
batteries  on  the  inner  point  of  Jekyl  Island;  about  three  guns  in  each 
battery;  some  are  columbiads,  and  they  have  one  ritle  cannon,  case¬ 
mates  of  palmetto,  covered  with  railroad  iron  and  iron  shutters. 

About  1,500  men  on  St.  Simon’s  Island  and  500  on  Jekyl  Island. 

Been  getting  guns  from  Virginia  all  summer. 

Isaac  is  a  pilot  along  the  Georgia  coast  from  Wassaw  to  St.  Mary  s; 
was  in  a  packet  {St.  Mary’s)  and  saw  the  tight  at  Hilton  Head.  Says 
a  heavy  shell  struck  his  (Tattnall’s)  vessel,  and  went  through  galley 
on  the  day  of  the  tight.  Day  before  a  heavy  shot  struck  0  inches  above 
waterline,  which  forced  the  vessel  to  be  run  ashore  (Maffitt  then  in 
charge),  as  the  orders  of  Tattnall  were  disobeyed.  Maffitt  was  tried 
by  court-martial  and  turned  out  of  the  flagship. 
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Tattnall  was  at  the  fort  at  Bay  Point  (lay  before  the  light,  when  the 
injury  occurred  to  his  steamer. 

All  families  have  left  Fernandina  and  Brunswick;  no  work,  and  food 
scarce,  the  poorer  people  grumbling  at  the  war  and  its  effects;  lie  thinks 
they  can’t  hold  out  six  months  longer.  Some  are  drafted  against  their 
will. 

Have  heard  gentlemen  say  they  were  sorry  they  had  left  the  Union. 

Left  Savannah  twelve  days  ago;  they  were  talking  of  throwing  up 
earthworks  around  the  city,  but  had  not  commenced.  Most  ot  the 
families  had  left.  Three  thousand  soldiers  about  Savannah. 

The  backwoodsmen  won’t  fight  shipping.  Had  asked  for  000  men  to 
volunteer  to  drive  us  from  Tybee  when  first  taken,  but  only  200  offered, 
when  they  gave  it  up. 

Pulaski  expected  an  attack  the  last  springtide,  but  are  now  at  a  loss 
about  our  intentions. 

No  Charleston  troops  have  come  to  Savannah  (as  announced  in  a 
Charleston  paper).  Troops  are  not  paid,  their  families  suffering,  and 
they  ace  dejected:  they  are  chiefly  Germans  and  Irish. 

Tattnall  came  down  on  the  26th  ultimo  to  ascertain  our  ranges;  said 
the  * Savannah  and  other  vessels  were  only  holding  their  fire  to  coax 
him  nearer;  when  the  shot  reached  him,  he  ordered  the  steamer  out  of 
range. 

The  people  say  that  General  Drayton  did  not  fight  hard,  because  he 
had  a  brother  in  command  of  one  of  the  vessels. 

The  Fingal  (propeller)  was  two-thirds  loaded  with  cotton  twelve  days 
ago,  and  expected  to  get  out  by  Wassaw. 

It  is  rumored  at  Brunswick  that  Governor  Brown  had  said  that  if 
the  batteries  could  not  withstand  the  fire  of  the  shipping  to  retire  and 
destroy  their  houses  and  property,  and  that  the  State  would  sustain 
the  loss. 

They  have  driven  piles  in  the  Little  Muddy  |  Mud]  and  St.  Simon’s 
River  and  were  driving  them  when  he  left. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Duncan ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  at 
Wassaw  Inlet ,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Norwich  under  your 
command  to  Wassaw  Inlet  and  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the 
Seminole ,  for  blockading  duty  in  that  harbor.  You  had  better  leave  by 
8  in  the  morning,  which  gives  you  full  time  to  cross  the  Wassaw  Bar 
before  sunser. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  Ditnoan, 

U.  S.  S.  Norwich ,  Fort  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Potomska ,  regarding  the  striking  of  that,  vessel  on  a  shoal. 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 

Fort  Royal ,  January  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  on  my  passage  down  to  this  port 
on  Monday  eve,  the  13th  instant,  at  10:20  p.  m.,  the  weather  being 


United  States  Steamer  Norwich. 
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thick  and  foggy,  this  vessel  struck  amidst  the  breakers  on  the  extreme 
point  ot  Cape  Lookout  Shoal,  where  we  remained  twenty  minutes.  I 
took  measures  immediately  to  relieve  her  of  the  battery,  but  an  open 
sea  presenting  itself,  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  we  steamed  off 
without  damage  to  hull  or  machinery,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain. 

The  great  deviation  of  our  compasses  caused  this  mishap.  I  left  New 
York  trusting  to  the  channel  bearings  to  discover  any  deviation,  and 
was  assured  by  the  pilot  that  our  port  compass  was  as  near  true  as 
possible.  Our  binnacles  are  placed  immediately  on  top  of  the  boiler, 
besides  being  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  engine  room  directly  in 
rear,  the  battery  in  front,  and  heavy  iron  davits  at  the  sides,  all  of 
which  rendered  my  precautions  of  a  point  and  a  half  to  the  eastward 
of  little  avail. 

I  respectfully  request  that,  if  compatible  with  the  public  service,  I 
maybe  allowed  time  to  correct,  as  far  as  possible,  the  deviations  before 
going  seaward  again. 

1  am,  sir,  etc., 


[P.  G.  Watmougii, 
Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding.] 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Pattison ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  Sumpter , 

regarding  injury  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Sumpter, 
Fortress  Monroe ,  January  17 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  damage  to 
my  machinery  1  was  obliged  to  enter  this  harbor. 

The  chief  engineer  informs  me  that  he  will  require  four  or  five  days 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs.  When  completed,  I  will  proceed  with¬ 
out  delay  to  Port  Royal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Pattison, 
Lieutenant ,  Comm anding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I  >.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  transmission  by  vessels  of  tear  of  official  corre¬ 
spondence  between  foreign  powers  and  their  consular  agents  in  blockaded 
ports. 

Navy  Department,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  on  the  7th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  proposed  visit  of  the  French  wTar  steamer  Bellone  to 
Port  Loyal,  1  now  enclose  for  your  information  extracts  from  a  circu 
lar*  addressed  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in  Washington 
by  the  Department  of  State,  and  extracts  from  a  correspondence*  that 


See  Series  I,  volume  6,  pp.  505-507. 


490 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

% 

passed  between  that  Department  and  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Lyons, 
in  October  last,  on  the  subject  ot'  the  transmission  of  official  communi¬ 
cations  from  foreign  powers  by  vessels  of  war  to  their  consular  agents 
in  the  blockaded  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury , 
requesting  the  licensing  of  vessels  to  furnish  fresh  provisions  to  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  The  crews  of  some  of  our  vessels  at  Port  Royal  and  in  that 
vicinity  are  suffering  from  scurvy,  and  1  therefore  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  license  may  be  granted  to  responsible  parties  who  desire 
it,  and  who  you  are  satisfied  will  not  abuse  it,  to  trade  with  those  ves¬ 
sels,  under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  July  13,  1861,  taking  them  fresh 
supplies  and  such  other  articles  as  you  may  think  advisable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hou.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Report  of  hear -Admiral  Liu  Font ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  for  the 

U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  ordering  the  Savannah,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  com¬ 
munication  of  yesterday,  to  New  York  I  have  received  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  dispatch  of  the  13tli  instant  directing  me  to  send  her  to  Hampton 
roads. 

The  Department  will  perceive  that  she  is  not  fit  for  service  anywhere, 
but  the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  coming  in  from  blockading  duty  and  I 
will  dispatch  her  to  Hampton  Roads  in  lieu,  she  being  almost  out  of 
water,  provisions,  and  supplies,  of  which  1  have  none  to  spare  in  this 
squadron. 

1  set  a  proper  value  on  the  fine  body  of  officers  and  men  on  board 
these  frigates,  but  besides  being  sailing  ships  their  draft  of  water  is  so 
deep  and  their  absorption  of  supplies  so  great  that  1  do  not  find  them 
as  available  as  I  hoped  for  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  they  may  be  very 
desirable  elsewhere.  '  J 

1  thank  the  Department  for  the  steamers  it  has  sent  out.  I  am  tind- 
iug  service  for  all  of  them. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Reconnoissance*  under  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  Wright's  and 

Mud  rivers ,  South.  Carolina. ,  January  17 -February  IS,  and  naval  engage¬ 
ment  January  28,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort.  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  an  interesting 
report  of  Commander  John  -Rodgers,  giving  an  account  of  his  surveys 
and  examinations  in  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  made  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  practicable  channel  in  one  of  these  directions  into  Savan¬ 
nah  River. 

At  this  same  time  Commander  Rodgers,  having  latterly  under  his 
command  a  large  force,  consisting  of  the  four  regular  gunboats  and  two 
of  the  small-armed  purchased  steamers,  lias  rendered  the  most  efficient 
support  and  protection  to  the  military  parties  engaged  in  erecting  a 
battery  on  Venus  Point,  Jones  Island,  to  obstruct  the  supplies  from 
Savannah  to  Fort  Pulaski. 

Enclosed  is  also  a  copy  of  my  last  instructions  to  Captain  Rodgers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  the 

direction  of  the  expedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  The  joint  report  of  yourself  and  Captain  Gillmore,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  expeditionary  corps  of  the  night  examination  of  Free¬ 
born’s  Cut  and  the  approach  to  Wilmington  Narrows,  was  received  by 
me  some  days  ago.  I  have  also  read  with  care  your  several  letters 
to  the  fleet  captain  on  the  same  subject. 

1  have  purposely  delayed  answering  your  report  and  letters,  because 
the  army  has  been  for  some  time  employed  in  an  investigation  on  this 
side,  having  the  same  object,  and  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  a  final 
comparison  of  the  two  examinations  and  for  forming  definite  con¬ 
clusions. 

Wall’s  Cut  was  closed  by  the  enemy  shortly  after  our  arrival  here  by 
driving  piles  and  sinking  a  hulk,  but  very  bold  reconnoissances,  under 
the  direction  of  General  Sherman,  led  to  the  removal  of  these  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  a  remarkably  skillful  manner  by  Major  Beard,  of  the  Army; 
the  work  of  clearing  it,  which  could  only  be  carried  on  at  night,  has 
necessarily  been  very  tedious. 

This  officer  was  charged  also  with  the  duty  of  making  soundings 
around  the  southeast  extremity  of  Jones  Island  into  the  channel  of 
Savannah  River.  The  progress  of  the  work  and  the  information  col¬ 
lected  were  such  as  to  lead  to  a  formal  conference  between  General 
Sherman  and  myself  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  at  which  were 
] treseu t  General  Wright,  Captain  Gillmore,  Captain  Davis,  and  Com¬ 
mander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers.  I  dispatched  the  F.  B.  Hale  to  Wassaw  to 

*  See  also  report  of  reconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  pp.  522-528. 
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you  up  to  attend  the  conference,  and  regret  that  the  bad 

weather  prevented  your  arriving  in  time.  '  , 

It  was  agreed  that  another  examination  by  professional  seamen  must 
precede  any  attempt  to  carry  the  gunboats  and  vessels  ot  light  dratt 

through  these  winding  and  intricate  passages. 

You  are  selected  to  make  this  examination  on  account  of  your  skill 
and  judgment,  and  you  will  be  accompanied  by  Captain  W  ilson,  ot  the 
Topographical  Engineers.  You  will  please  take  with  yon  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  of  this  ship,  the  two  pilots,  Acting  Masters  Godfrey  and  Hat 
fards,  and  the  contraband  pilot,  William. 

Depths  are  not  the  only  determinations  you  will  have  in  view,  but 
the  turns  of  these  inland  passages  and  their  greater  or  less  sharpness, 
the  correct  length  of  the  shortest  reaches,  the  breadth  in  any  place 
where  the  passage  is  sufficiently  narrow  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  its  being 
passable  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  features  that  will  require 
attention,  and  to  these  will  be  added  such  observations  on  the  channels 
and  tlats  as  will  be  useful. 

Wishing  you  the  best  success,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 

aut’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  S.  Flag ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


First  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  18, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th,  I  last  night  made  the 
reconuoissance  therein  directed,  having  the  valuable  assistance  of 
Captain  Wilson,  U.  S.  topograpical  engineer,  and  Lieutenant  Barnes, 
of  this  vessel.  The  services  of  Mr.  Godfrey  as  pilot  were  a  most  useful 
help. 

The  obstructions  in  Wall’s  Cut  hail  been  very  skillfully  removed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Army.  The  large  piles  had  been  sawed  oft 
near  the  bottoms,  and  the  wreck  had  been  placed  along  the  southern 
bank  and  fastened  parallel  to  it,  leaving  a  passage  about  GO  feet  wide, 
and  containing  some  13  or  14  feet  water  at  high  tide. 

It  is,  I  believe,  practicable  for  gunboats. 

At  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  River  we  found  a  bank  dry  at  low  water, 
which  is  not  laid  down  upon  the  chart.  I  believe  that  a  channel  may 
be  carried  around  it  practicable  for  the  gunboats  at  high  water.  A  very 
dense  fog  prevailed  during  our  examination. 

From  the  impossibility  of  getting  a  glimpse  of  the  laud  during  part 
of  the  time,  while  we  were  involved  in  a  seeming  labyrinth  of  mud 
banks,  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  the  passage. 

We  found  great  difficulty  at  nearly  low  water  in  getting  a  rowboat 
back  from  the  Savannah  River  through  the  channel. 

The  part  of  the  passage  which  joins  Wright’s  River  to  the  Savannah 
must  be  examined  under  different  circumstances,  with  less  distance  to 
row,  and  with  support  less  removed,  with  more  time,  in  order  to  test 
its  practicability. 

For  a  vessel  to  get  ashore  at  high  water,  for  her  to  be  left  twelve 
hours  aground  and  part  of  the  time  nearly  dry,  under  the  tire  of  the 
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ritled  guns  of  Fort  Pulaski,  would  entail  lier  destruction.  The  attempt, 
then,  is  not  advisable  until  after  the  channel  shall  be  staked  or  buoyed. 

In  the  meantime  the  free  navigation  between  Savannah  and  Fort 
Pulaski  will  be  impeded  by  the  cannon  of  gunboats  lying  in  the  mouth 
of  Wright’s  River. 

The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  River  to  the  best  water  in 
the  Savannah  is  about  1.4  miles  and  2  miles  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Savannah. 

This  will  invest  the  communication  with  a  certain  amount  of  danger. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-John  Rodgers, 
Commander.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  First  Lieutenant  Wilson,  Topographical  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 

Office  Chief  Topographical  Engineer,  E.  C., 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  18,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  general  com¬ 
manding,  I  accompanied  Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  a  boat 
reconuoissance  of  the  channel  from  Tybee  Roads,  by  Bloody  Point, 
through  Bull  River,  Wall’s  Cut,  and  Wright’s  River,  to  the  Savannah, 
and  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  opinions  expi  essed  in  my  report  of 
the  2d  instant  are  confirmed  in  all  essential  particulars,  that  tliere  is 
no  longer  any  doubt  in  my  mind  concerning  the  practicability  of  pass¬ 
ing  our  gunboats  and  lighter  transports  at  high  tide  into  the  Savannah, 
2  miles  above  Fort  Pulaski,  and  entirely  beyond  the  effective  fire  of 
that  work. 

The  channel  leading  from  Wright’s  River  into  the  Savannah  gives, 
according  to  the  soundings  made  during  the  reconuoissance  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  the  Navy,  at  least  5  feet  of  water  at 
mean  low  tide,  which  added  to  the  mean  rise  of  the  tides  would  give  a 
draft  of  12  feet  for  navigation  under  the  most  unfavorable  circum¬ 
stances.  The  only  point  upon  which  there  can  be  any  doubt  is  the 
width  of  the  channel.  My  own  mind  is  satisfied,  and  the  pilot  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  expresses  his  opinion  as  to  its  capacity  for  any  of  the  gunboats. 

Herewith  I  enclose  a  sketch,*  taken  from  the  Coast-Survey  charts, 
showing  tiie  additional  soundings  made  by  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  H.  Wilson, 

First  Lieutenant,  Topographical  Engineers, 

and  Chief  Topographical  Engineer,  E.  C. 

Captain  Louis  H.  Pelouze,  A.  A.  A.  G., 

Fifteenth  TJ.  S.  Infantry,  Headquarters  Engineer  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Wall’s  Cut. 

January  20,  1SG2. 

Commodore:  By  the  enclosed  you  will  perceive  that  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  are  at  the  cut.  This  was  at  4  p.  in.  The  corporal  who 


Not  found. 
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brought  the  message  says  that  Captain  Rodgers’  gunboats  were  at 
Hoag’s  |  Hague]  Point,  on  this  end  of  Daufuskie  Island,  when  he  passed 
there.  This  was  about  5  p.  in. 

Yours,  respectfully,  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General,  etc. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  7tii  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

Daufuskie  Island ,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  are  approaching  this  place  in  two  ships  or  gunboats. 
One  is  already  in  Wall’s  Cut. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  F.  Gardiner, 

Major,  Seventh  Connecticut  Regiment,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Hilton  Head  Island,  S.  C. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

W right’s  River,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Unadilla  and  Henry  Andrew  went  through  Wall’s  Cut  at 
high  tide  this  morning,  and  the  Pembina  grounded  in  soft  bottom  near 
the  entrance,  in  a  good  position  for  using  her  battery;  however,  she  will 
tioat  at  high  water. 

Five  steamers  this  morning  attempted  to  reach  Pulaski.  One,  bear¬ 
ing  a  broad  pennant,  and  another  were  stopped  by  our  tire  and  that 
from  Davis’s  division;  the  other  three  were  not  molested  in  passing- 
down.  This  afternoon,  when  the  tide  had  commenced  running  up 
strong,  they  returned;  those  at  Pulaski  under  a  heavy  tire  from  both 
sides.  The  shot  struck  all  around  them;  whether  they  were  hit  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing;  one  of  them,  when  in  the  middle  of  her 
course,  commenced  blowing  off  steam  in  great  quantities  and  her  speed 
very  much  diminished. 

I  think  that  gunboats  can  be  carried  into  Savannah  River  at  high 
tide.  I  am  not  yet,  however,  prepared  to  report  the  fact  as  certain. 
When  in,  the  force  will,  at  most  times  of  tide,  be  cut  off  from  retreat  or 
help,  and  must  stand  all  that  the  South  can  bring  against  them. 

The  army  signal  officer  on  board  the  Unadilla  had  some  communica¬ 
tion  by  Hag  with  General  Wright.  Nothing  of  importance,  however, 
has  been  learned. 

The  Unadilla  and  Pembina  were  both  aground  during  the  tiring. 
Wright’s  River  is  too  narrow  at  low  tide  to  get  out  springs  with  any 
success.  The  tide  then  cuts  them  into  one  bank  or  the  other. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Third  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Wright’s  River,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  made  an  examination  last 
night  at  low  tide  of  the  passage  into  Savauah  River.  He  found  2  feet 
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■water,  which,  with  74  feet  rise,  will  make  !U  feet  at  high  tide.  This,  I 
think,  establishes  a  practicable  channel  for  most  of  the  gunboats. 

Only  5  feet  water  was  found  at  high  tide  in  Mud  liiver.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  impracticable  for  gunboats. 

Captain  Davis  sent  me  a  communication  last  evening,  by  means  of 
army  signals,  to  the  effect  that  the  St.  Augustine  Creek  was  stockaded 
and  he  should  fall  back.  The  gunboats  and  transports  have  moved 
back  and  are  now  in  sight,  I  think  near  the  entrance  into  Freeborn’s 
Cut,  under  Little  Tybee.  Commander  Steedman  will  report  particulars. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  dis¬ 
position  of  his  force  against  surprise. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  dispose  of  the  force  under  your  command  in  the  best 
manner  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  surprise,  and  you  had  better 
face  back  to  the  cut,  it  strikes  me. 

When  the  army  are  ready  to  put  up  their  battery  on  Jones  Island, 
you  will  give  all  the  support  and  protection. 

I  have  this  moment  returned  from  Wassaw,  where  1  have  been  with 
the  general. 

The  demonstration  and  reconnoissance,  as  such,  were  most  successful. 

In  haste,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  J.  Rodgers, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Wall’s  Cut. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  suggesting  a 

reconnoissance  in  New  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  your  communications  of  28th  and  29th  ultimo,  and 
approve  of  your  proceedings. 

I  dispatch  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  with  Ottawa  and  Hale , 
to  be  of  any  service. 

I  think  a  reconnoissance  should  be  made  up  New  River  and  I  know 
the  general  commanding  is  equally  desirous  of  oue.  Will  you  please 
organize  such  a  reconnoissance,  and  if  possible  conduct  it  yourself,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  are  pushing  in  that  direction  to  threaten 
the  cut. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

On  Unadilla,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  Walls  Cut. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  to  proceed  to  Wall  s  tut. 

Flagiiip  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  1 ,  1862. 

Please  proceed  with  Ottawa  and  E.  B.  Hale  and  report  to  Commander 
J.  Rodgers  at  Wall’s  Cut  for  service  in  that  quarter. 

I  am  under  the  belief  it  is  better  to  go  around  Pine  Island  than  to 
pass  between  it  and  Daufuskie  Island. 

Please  receive  an  official  dispatch  for  Commander  Rodgers. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

Gunboat  Ottawa ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
making  enquiry  regarding  affairs  at  Wall’s  Cut,  Wright’s  River. 


Port  Royal,  February  3,  1862. 

Commodore:  Please  let  us  know  the  status  at  this  time.  Have  not 
heard  from  the  “cut”  [Wall’s]  since  day  before  yesterday,  when  affairs 
of  army  there  were  in  statu  quo.  Gillmore  and  W  ilson  have  gone 
down  there.  Have  not  heard  from  Wassaw  since  we  left.  Wright  left 
night  before  last. 

Yours,  truly,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-General. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Fourth  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  a  reconnoissance  in  New  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Wall’s  Cut,  February  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instruc¬ 
tions  I  have  made  a  reconnoissance  up  New  River.  I  took  the  Pembina, 
Ottawa,  Hale,  and  Henry  Andrew.  At  the  house  of  Mr.  Box,  about  4 
miles  from  Daufuskie,  the  Pembina  and  Ottaica  ran  aground.  The  resi¬ 
dence  and  outbuildings  of  Mr.  Box  were  in  use  by  a  cavalry  picket 
guard  and  were  in  a  disagreeable  proximity  as  a  lookout  upon  Daufus¬ 
kie  and  the  adjacent  waters.  I  gave  Captain  Bankhead  orders  to  burn 
them;  they  were  entirely  consumed.  I  proceeded  with  the  Hale  and 
Henry  Andrew  to  Red  Bluff,  some  4  miles  farther  up  the  river.  W e  here 
saw  an  elaborate  fortification ;  upon  firing  a  shell  some  eight  or  ten  men 
precipitately  left.  These  we  afterwards  learned  from  the  negroes  were 
a  picket  guard,  part  cavalry  and  part  infantry. 

We  saw  what  seemed  [to  bej  two  large  guns  pointed  through  the 
embrasures  of  the  fort;  shot  fired  into  them  elicited  no  reply.  The 
apparent  guns  were  black  barrels;  there  were  two  works,  connected 
with  one  another  by  a  ditch  about  5  feet  deep  and  as  many  wide, 
affording  a  secure  passage  between  them  when  under  fire. 

These  fortifications  were  very  carefully  made  with  bombproofs,  trav¬ 
erses,  and  one  of  them  with  a  wet  ditch.  The  whole  was  unfinished; 
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two  guns,  which  1  iufer  from  a  round  shot  found  in  the  work  were  32- 
pounders,  had  been  mounted,  but  were  withdrawn  upon  Thursday  last 
at  the  appearance  of  the  Henry  Andrew  in  Jack  Crow  River. 

Some  tents  tound  in  a  house  were  brought  away. 

The  approach  to  the  fort  was  impeded  by  a  heavy  boom  secured  from 
shore  to  shore  with  a  very  large  chain  cable;  this  we  cut  and  passed 
above  it. 

The  negroes  say  that  there  is  no  other  battery  nearer  than  New  River 
Bridge. 

At  Red  Bluff  the  river  is  too  narrow  to  admit  of  safe  turning;  in 
attempting  this  evolution  the  Henry  Andrew  damaged  her  rudder  upon 
the  bank. 

I  sent  the  Hale  with  the  Susquehanna .\s-  launch  to  Red  Bluff  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  bring  away  some  rebel  public  property  which  we  had  been  unable 
for  want  of  time  to  remove. 

The  Pembina ,  Ottawa ,  and  Henry  Andrew  have  anchored  at  Wall’s 
Cut. 

I  shall  direct  the  Henry  Andrew ,  Captain  Mather,  to  return  to  Hilton 
Head  for  provisions  and  repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Wabash. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  4,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  army  have  completed  their  battery  on  Venus 
Point  and  your  services  can  be  spared,  you  will  please  return  with  all 
convenient  speed  to  this  anchorage  (with  one  vessel),  reporting  to  me 
in  person. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Gunboat  Unadilla,  Comdg.  Naval  Force  at,  Wall’s  Cut. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  return  to 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  6',  1862. 
Sir:  Acting  Master  [S.  B.|  Gregory,  of  the  Western  World ,  will 
deliver  this  order.* 

You  will  please  return  with  him  to  this  anchorage,  if  consistent  with 
the  public  service. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Gunboat  Unadilla ,  Comdg.  Naval  Force  at  Wall’s  Cut. 

'  See  preceding  order. 
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Le„er  ^ ' 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  8.  0.,  February  7,  18U. 

Commodore:  I  am  grieved  to  know  that  all  my .*“<»' : 

Island,  with  all  their  artillery,  in  boats,  are  'ayrhg  just  where  they  e 
tpn  davs  a  so.  General  Viele  is  still  waiting,  as  be  says,  tor  the  navy 
to  “receive  their  orders”  before  be  can  get  into  the  river.  1 
General  Yiele  three  days  ago  that  your  orders  bad  been  sent  foi  the 
gunboats'  to  enter  the  river,  and  that  be  would  have  to  wait  no  longer 
Both  be  and  General  Gilluiore  informed  me  yesterday,  liowevei  ,  that 
Captain  Rodgers  is  still  awaiting  orders.  It  is  unnecessary,  perhaps, 
for  me  to  express  my  fears  that  we  shall  be  too  late  to  effect  our  obje  . 

a“  to  the  troops  waiting  in  Wassaw  Sound.  I  understand  that 
General  Wright,  for  some  reason  or  other,  has  not  landed  any  ot  his 
men,  and  they  have  therefore  been  huddled  up  on  those  little  steamei  s 
now  fifteen  days.  I  fear  that  they  will  have  to  be  brought  back 
here.  The  medical  director  has  expressed  anxious  fears  that  the  ship 
fever  will  get  among  them.  I  am  really  most  anxious  about  these 
matters.  If  we  can  not  get  off  very  soon  the  consequences  to  me  will 

be  most  serious.  .  1  ,  .  .  . » 

Can  not  we  get  into  the  Savannah  River  at  once  and  effect  our  object . 
That  is,  erect  our  batteries,  so  as  to  see  how  the  thing  works  before 
starting  on  the  second  expedition.  This,  I  confess,  was  my  plan,  and 
am  sorry  we  have  not  brought  the  matter  to  a  test  ere  this. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier -  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  enter  Savan¬ 
nah  River  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  battery  on  Jones  Island. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C..  February  7,  1862. 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  is  nowon  board  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  the  battery  on  Jones  Island.  I  have  agreed  to  his  earnest 
suggestion  that  this  should  be  done,  although  it  must  retard  other 
operations. 

You  will  therefore  dispose  of  the  forces  under  your  command  and 
enter  the  Savannah  River,  if  necessary,  to  accomplish  this. 

I  know  this  exposes  you  to  whatever  resources  Savannah  can  bring 
against  you,  but  a  certain  amount  of  hazard  must  be  encountered,  and 
no  man  is  more  ready  to  meet  all  such  than  yourself.  Indeed,  I  wish 
you  to  be  vigilant  and  cautious  and  keep  your  enterprising  spirit  under 
control. 

I  will  send  you  the  Seneca  as  soon  as  she  can  be  brought  up  from 
Wassaw,  and  the  Henry  Andrea ?  to-morrow  night. 

If  you  think  it  best  to  wait  for  these  vessels,  you  can  do  so. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Commander  John  Rodgers, 

On  board  Unadilla ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  Wall’s  Cut , 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

requesting  a  pilot. 


February  7,  1862. 

Commodore:  I  send  you  the  Herald  of  the  27th,  containing  the 
account  1  spoke  to  you  of. 

Please  send  me  a  pilot  for  North  Edisto,  and  I  will  send  you  a  regi¬ 
ment  right  up  there. 

Yours,  truly, 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


T.  W.  Sherman. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Savannah  Republican,  Thursday,  says: 

The  glass  revealed  yesterday  no  new  movements  among  Federal  vessels  lying  in 
the  cut  north  of  the  river  beyond  an  addition  to  the  number.  Some  imagine  they 
have  moved  nearer  to  the  river,  but  we  could  discover  no  material  change  in  posi¬ 
tion.  Persons  familiar  with  water  courses  in  that  locality  say  they  have  not  yet 
reached  Wall’s  Cut,  but  are  lying  in  river  beyond,  that  does  not  communicate  with 
main  channel,  yet  vessels  occupying  position  can  readily  command  main  passage. 
It  has  been  stated  by  persons  who  ought  to  know  that  portions  of  Mud  River  which 
lead  to  Wall’s  Cut  into  Savannah  River  go  dry  at  three-quarters  ebb,  and  that  if 
Yankee  gunboats  should  pull  all  obstructions  they  would  not  be  able  to  come 
through.  Nothing  new  from  other  points  on  the  coast. 

Fulton. 

Captain  Gust.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  return  to 

Port  Royal,  S,  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  13, 1862. 

Sir:  t  have  learned  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  all  the 
particulars  of  your  situation  and  late  proceedings  in  Wright’s  and 
Mud  rivers,  and  of  the  happy  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
the  army  to  plant  a  battery  on  Jones  Island  at  Venus  Point. 

I  approve  entirely  of  the  project,  explained  in  your  letter  to  the  fleet 
captain,  of  placing  a  boom  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  River  and  of  mov¬ 
ing  the  Hale  and  Western  World  in  the  channel  of  the  same  river,  the 
former  across  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  command  the  approach  from 
Savannah  River  and  the  latter  boat  to  sweep  the  right  Hank  of  the 
battery  over  the  northwest  end  of  Jones  Island. 

After  this  is  done  you  will  please  return  to  this  anchorage,  bringing 
all  the  gunboats  (with  all  convenient  dispatch)  except  the  TJnadilla. 

Until  some  other  important-operations,  which  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  General  Sherman  and  myself,  have  been  carried  out,  any  fur¬ 
ther  works  contemplated  by  the  army  will  have  to  be  done  with  the 
limited  protection  of  such  vessels  as  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  leave 
behind. 

You  will  not,  therefore,  be  able  to  go  into  Savannah  River  at  present. 
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You  will  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins  in  command,  and 
furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  these  instructions. 

I  shall  expect  to  see  you  soon,  by  Sunday  at  furthest. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  g  ^  ^  Pont 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadrou. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  Naval  Force  at  WalPs  Cut . 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U  S.  Navy 
regarding  the  ineffectual  attempt  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Ida  to  return  from  Fort  Pulaski 

to  Savannah. 

Monday,  February  17 , 1862. 

Commodore:  I  received  news  from  General  Viele  to-day.  Saturday 
afternoon,  at  3  o’clock,  Tattnall  came  down  with  four  gunboats  and 
attacked  the  fort  in  order  to  assist  the  Ida  getting  back  to  Savannah. 
After  fighting  an  hour  lie  was  driven  back  with  his  flagship  in  tow, 
and  Ida ,  of  course,  returned  to  Pulaski.  We  have  120  feet  of  “-the 
raft.”  It  came  down  to  Venus  Point  Friday  last;  made  of  timber  of  14 
inch.  It  was  in  three  parts,  each  40  feet  long  and  25  timbers  wide;  a 
real  windfall  to  our  wants  there. 

Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Commodore  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  U.  S.'Army,  regarding  Confederate  move¬ 
ments  in  Savannah  River. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C .,  February  17 ,  1862. 

Sir:  A  rebel  steamer,  the  Ida ,  ran  by  our  battery  on  the  Savannah 
River  on  the  14th  instant  for  Fort  Pulaski.  The  guns  had  not  been 
worked,  nor  the  ranges  obtained.  On  the  next  day  she  attempted  to 
return,  and  four  of  Tattnall’s  gunboats  came  down  from  Savannah  to 
cover  her.  They  were  all  sent  back  to  their  places  of  departure,  and 
one  of  them  seriously  crippled. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  General  Viele’s  report  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  T>.  C. 

(Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Savannah  River,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  batteries  on  Venus  Point 
were  attacked  at  3  o’clock  p.  m.  on  yesterday  by  four  rebel  gunboats 
with  a  view  of  effecting  a  passage  from  Fort  Pulaski  for  the  rebel 
steamer  then  at  that  place.  After  au  engagement  of  one  hour  the  rebels 
were  driven  off,  the  flag  steamer  being  disabled  and  taken  in  tow,  and 
the  steamer  that  attempted  the  passage  of  the  river  returning  to  Fort 
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Pulaski.  The  guns  were  manned  by  the  Third  Rhode  Island  detach¬ 
ment,  under  Captain  Gould,  and  effectively  worked.  There  was  no  loss 
on  our  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  L.  Viele, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fifth  and  detailed  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Fort  Royal ,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  my  return  to  this  place  this  morning  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  my  proceedings  at  Wright’s  River,  one  of  the  approaches  to 
Savannah. 

Wright’s  River  has  two  entrances  into  Savannah  River,  one  by  its 
mouth,  the  other  through  a  tributary  called  Mud  River.  There  is  still 
a  third,  comparatively  shallow,  however,  near  its  head,  opposite  Fort 
Jackson.  Mud  River  is  bare  at  low  spring  tides,  but  at  high-water 
spring  tide,  the  bottom  being  semifluid,  a  gunboat  can  pass  .through. 
The  mouth  of  Wright’s  River  has  a  bar  across  it,  with  4  feet  water  at 
low  tide  and  about  11  feet  at  ordinary  high  tide. 

A  short  part  of  the  channel,  where  it  bends  into  the  Savannah  River, 
is  distant  from  Fort  Pulaski  If  miles,  and  consequently  within  range 
of  its  guns,  but  too  far  off'  to  be  very  dangerous.  Both  these  passages 
were  examined  and  staked.  In  marking  the  channel  of  Wright’s  River 
on  the  first  day  they  tired  at  the  boats  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Bankhead,  to  whom  i  had  intrusted  this  service.  The  shot 
fell  within  a  few  yards  of  our  party,  but  as  they  did  not  interrupt  the 
operation  the  enemy  apparently  concluded  that  it  was  a  waste  of  powder, 
and  on  no  subsequent  occasion  was  the  firing  repeated. 

Preparatory  to  coming  away  the  Hale,  Captain  Foster,  and  the  West¬ 
ern  World,  Captain  Gregory,  were  placed  near  the  mouth  of  Mud  River 
in  order  to  cover  the  approach  to  the  battery  erected  at  Venus  Point. 
This  their  position  enables  them  successfully  to  do.  While  there  they 
had,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  smart  engagement  with  four  vessels  of  Com¬ 
modore  Tattnall’s  fleet,  which  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  battery  on 
shore,  drove  back.  One  of  the  officers  of  the  Unadilla,  who  was 
employed  securing  a  boom,  declared  that  lie  and  his  boat’s  crew,  all 
distinctly  heard  a  shot  from  one  of  the  gunboats  crash  through  the 
side  of  a  rebel  steamer.  Captains  Foster  and  Gregory  are  both  confi¬ 
dent  that  several  of  their  shot  struck.  The  rebel  gunboats,  satisfied 
apparently  that  our  force  was  too  strong,  returned  to  Savannah. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  the  llale,  in  advance,  is  moored  across  Mud 
River,  and  lias  three  of  her  guns  on  one  side  bearing  up  the  Savannah 
River  and  commanding  that  approach  to  Venus  Point. 

The  Western  World,  moored  parallel  to  the  channel,  has  her  battery 
sweeping  the  right  flank  of  the  guns  on  shore. 

As  you  further  directed,  a  very  carefully  made  boom  which  the  enemy 
had  placed  across  ISTew  River,  in  front  of  the  battery  at  Bed  Bluff,  was 
removed  and  moored  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  River  within  reach  of 
grape  and  canister  from  our  gunboats;  this  prevents  the  access  of  fire 
rafts  or  of  their  being  overwhelmed  by  boarders  in  boats. 

I  gave  orders  that,  at  night  or  in  case  of  fog  or  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  which  did  not  permit  the  boom  to  be  clearly  seen,  picket  boats, 
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with  properly  arranged  signals,  were  to  be  kept  at  it  to  warn  them  of 

thI  g  a v e  fhrtl 1  e r  o r  der s° that,  if  from  any  unforeseen  ciroumstonwsthar 
vessels  should  be  untenable  they  were  on  uo  account  to  be  sur  endeie 
Lni  flip  cantains  were  to  tire  them,  and  with  the  crew  to  tall  duck  i 
their  boats  through  Wall’s  Gut.  As  these  gunboats  are  at  most  stages 
of  the  thle  aground,  it  seemed  proper  to  provide  for  this  contingency 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  of  the  UnadiUa ,  was,  agreea  >  y 

y°With  th'e’iS'eneca',  <Ottmoa,  and  Pembina  I  have  returned  to  this  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  .  w  ’  ,  . ,  n 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Oificer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  regarding  infernal 

machines. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  Com¬ 
mander  John  Rodgers  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  I’.  Bankhead 
upon  five  infernal  machines  discovered  in  Savannah  River,  across  the 

entrance  to  Wright’s  River.  . 

Accompanying  these  reports  is  a  drawing  of  the  machines  in  detail, 
which,  examined  in  connection  with  the  enclosed  reports,  will  render 
their  construction  and  working  perfectly  intelligible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the- Navy,  Washington. 


Six  h  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  D.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  infernal  machine  discovered  in 

Wright’s  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  buoying  of  Wright’s 
River,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  a  tor¬ 
pedo,  or  infernal  machine  was  discovered  at  the  entrance  of  Savannah 
River  in  the  channel  we  had  selected.  It  consisted  of  five  metal  cases 
serving  as  “air  chambers”  and  “buoys”  [attached]  to  live  other  cham¬ 
bers,  each  containing  about  30  pounds  of  powder.  These  were  so 
moored  as  to  be  covered  at  any  stage  of  the  tide  when  the  bar  was 
practicable  for  vessels,  but  they  were  exposed  at  low  water. 

One  of  them  was  brought  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  on 
board  of  the  UnadiUa,  where  I  was.  Preparatory  to  examining  its 
machinery,  the  powder  chamber  was  laid  bare;  but  I  thought  it  too 
dangerous  with  au  unknown  torpedo  to  proceed  further  until  the  pow¬ 
der  had  been  washed  out.  To  this  end  I  had  it  set  up  on  a  bank  and  a 
ri  He  ball  tired  through  it,  when  it  exploded. 

The  machinery,  however,  was  recovered  uninjured.  Upon  the  inside 
of  the  powder  chamber  a  “friction  tube,”  such  as  is  used  in  the  Army 
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for  discharging  cannon,  was  arranged  so  as  to  ignite  the  “blowing- up” 
charge  upon  the  pulling  of  a  string.  This  string  was  tied  to  a  wire 
coiled  np  on  the  head  of  the  buoy;  the  coil  of  wire  was  to  be  drawn  out 
by  the  impact  of  a  passing  gunboat. 

Another  machine  exploded  about  midnight,  after  the  Susquehanna’ s 
launches,  towing  a  flat  with  army  artillery  to  Venus  Point,  had  passed 
in  Savannah  River  about  200  yards  above  them.  From  this  I  was 
induced  to  think  that  some  of  them  might  be  connected  by  galvanic 
wires  with  Fort  Pulaski.  I  gave  orders  to  LieutenantCommauding  Rank- 
head  to  sink  the  remaining  machines  with  rilie  shots,  which  he  did.  I 
herewith  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead’s  report. 

I  beg  leave  to  hand  in  the  exploding  apparatus  of  the  machine  we 
procured,  with  a  drawing  of  its  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


Fig.  1.  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  torpedoes;  2,  2,  2,  2,  2,  anchors;  3,  3,  3,  3,  spiral 
wires  connecting  torpedoes;  A'  A',  high-water  mark;  B'  B',  low-water 
mark. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  infernal  machine  discovered  in  Wright’s 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pembina, 
Wright1  h  River ,  February  If),  1S62. 

Sir:  On  tlie  13th  instant,  while  sounding’  in  the  Savannah  River  a 
short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  River,  I  discovered  several 
objects  floating  upon  the  surface,  which  appeared  at  first  sight  to  be 
empty  tin  cans,  and  as  such  were  not  regarded  by  me  as  worthy  ot 
notice.  Lieutenant  Sproston,  of  the  Seneca,  shortly  after  hailed  me  and 
told  me  he  thought  the  objects  alluded  to  were  buoys  attached  to  an 
infernal  machine.  Upon  cioser  examination  we  saw  enough  to  satisfy 
us  that  his  suspicions  were  correct.  The  buoys,  live  in  number,  were 
placed  several  yards  apart  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  immediately  in 
the  channel  leading  from  Wright’s  River  and  only  visible  at  low  water. 
They  were  connected  by  a  spiral  wire,  the  end  of  the  wire  entering  an 
orifice  in  the  upper  ends  of  the  buoys,  and  they  were  also  secured  by 
wires  to  what  we  presumed  to  be  weights  at  the  bottom,  but  which  fur 
ther  examination  led  us  to  believe  were  vessels  containing  explosive 
matter.  The  following  day,  agreeably  to  orders  received  from  yourself, 
I  proceeded  into  the  Savannah  River,  accompanied  by  Lieutenants 
Sproston,  Weaver,  and  Cushman,  in  three  boats,  i  had  previously 
ordered  the  officers  to  provide  themselves  with  hand  grapnels  and  lead 
lines  for  the  purpose  of  grappling  the  buoys  at  a  safe  distance.  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Sproston  and  Cushman  each  succeeded  in  grappling  the  con¬ 
necting  wires  and  endeavored  by  pulling  to  produce  an  explosion,  but 
failed  to  do  so.  Lieutenant  Sproston  then  hauled  up  carefully  to  the 
outer  buoy,  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  cutting  the  connecting  wires, 
and  brought  off  the  buoys  in  his  boat.  All  the  other  wires  that  could 
be  reached  were  then  cut,  and,  as  the  tide  was  rising  rapidly,  we  left 
them  for  another  day,  after  unhooking  the  grapnels.  In  consequence  of 
the  delicate  nature  of  the  exploding  apparatus,  the  result  of  your  own 
examination  of  the  buoy  brought  on  board,  I  deemed  it  more  prudent  to 
endeavor  to  sink  the  remaining  ones  than  to  attempt  to  remove  them, 
as  I  was  unwilling  that  the  enemy  should  have  the  satisfaction  of  feel¬ 
ing  that  a  single  life  had  been  lost  by  his  diabolical  invention.  The  next 
day,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Sproston,  I  succeeded  in  sinking  the 
remaining  three  by  tiring  rifle  balls  info  them,  one  having  exploded  the 
night  previous  from  some  cause  at  present  unknown,  and  shortly  after  a 
launch  had  passed  over  the  spot  where  the  buoys  were  placed,  having 
in  tow  a  heavy  lighter  with  guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BanTkhead, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  Expedition,  etc. 


Report  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Savannah,  (Ia.,  January  29,  1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  five  [?]  days  since  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  were  at  work  removing  the  obstructions  placed  in  Wall’s  Cut. 
This  cut  is  the  pass  between  Daufuskie  River  |  New  Riverl  and  Wright’s 
River  in  South  Carolina,  and  forms  part  of  the  inland  communication 
between  Savannah  River  and  Port  Royal  Harbor.  This  communication 
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traverses  an  extensive  marsh,  is  crooked,  shallow,  and  difficult  of  navi¬ 
gation,  and  though  it  was  apparent  that  unless  protected  by  batteries 
any  artificial  obstructions  may  be  removed,  yet  as  the  marsh  is  too  soft 
and  impassable  to  admit  the  construction  of  a  battery,  it  was  the  only 
obstacle  that  could  be  opposed  to  its  navigation.  The  obstruction  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  hull  of  a  large  schooner,  sunk  in  the  narrowest  and  shoal- 
est  part  of  the  cut,  with  rows  of  piles  driven  across  on  each  side.  A 
similar  obstruction  was  placed  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  a  small  creek 
west  ot  the  Savannah,  connecting  Wilmington  River  and  St.  Augus¬ 
tine  Creek.  Day  before  yesterday  seven  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  were 
discovered  at  Wall's  Cut  and  six  in  Wilmington  Narrows.  They  had 
reached  the  obstructions  in  each  stream,  and  were  apparently  endeav¬ 
oring  to  work  through.  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  with  his  gunboats, 
descended  the  Savannah  River  and  boldly  engaged  them,  but  the  range 
and  caliber  of  their  guns  were  so  superior  to  his,  that  after  an  hour’s 
trial  he  had  to  haul  off,  as  he  found  that  while  their  shot  and  shell  were 
falling  around  him,  his  shot  fell  short  of  them.  His  boats  were,  how¬ 
ever,  unharmed.  Their  position  was  such  as  to  disturb  the  passage  of 
the  Savannah,  and  the  boat  plying  between  the  city  and  Fort  Fulaski 
received  three  shots  through  her  upper  works.  If  the  enemy  succeed 
in  removing  the  obstacles  in  Wall’s  Cut  and  Wilmington  Narrows  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  their  reaching  the  Savannah  River,  and  we  have 
nothing  afloat  that  can  contend  against  them.  The  communication 
between  Savannah  and  Fort  Fulaski  will  then  be  cutoff.  The  latter 
is  supplied  with  four  mouths’  provisions,  and  we  must  endeavor  to 
defend  the  city.  To-day  I  have  caused  to  be  sunk  in  Wilmington  Nar¬ 
rows  the  floating  dock  of  this  city.  I  hope  this  passage  at  least  will  be 
effectually  obstructed. 

I  am,  etc., 

R.  E.  Lee, 

General ,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Drayton,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hardeeville,  [S.  C.J,  February  ,9,  1862. 

The  enemy  have  shelled  and  burned  Box’s  and  Lawton’s  houses,  on 
New  River.  The  obstruction  near  Red  Bluff  removed,  and  the  sailors 
are  sounding  above  it.  No  soldiers  on  board  gunboats.  One  company 
cavalry  and  three  of  infantry  close  by,  watching  them,  ready  to  attack 
in  case  they  leave  edge  of  water.  The  shells  from  guns  of  steamers 
] fleked  up  .5  miles  off. 

Thomas  F.  Drayton, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Additional  report  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  South  Carolina, 

Savannah ,  Ga.,  February  4 ,  1862. 

General:  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  General  Drayton  that  two 
of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  ascended  New 
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River  yesterday  and  burned  the  houses  of  Mr.  Box  and  Mr.  Lawton 
The  obstruction  near  Red  Bluff  was  removed,  and  I  have  learned  that 
one  of  the  enemy’s  steamers  has  passed  above  it.  Ihe  guns  had  b ee 
previously  removed  from  the  battery  at  that  place  I  have  also  heard 
that  a  party  of  the  enemy  visited  Captain  Screven  s  Proctor  P1^^1011 
on  the  Savannah  River,  and  that  three  appeared  there  on  Sunday, 
accompanied  by  negroes,  who,  after  viewing  Fort  Jackson,  etc.,  letired. 
The  party  of  the  enemy  came  by  Wrights  Cut,  which  leads  through 
the  marshes  from  Savannah  River  to  Wright’s  River. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  enemy  is  meditating  an  advance  from 
New  River  to  the  banks  of  the  Savannah,  and  General  Drayton  has 
been  directed  to  take  up  a  line  removed  beyond  the  reach  [ot|  the 
gunboats  on  New  River  to  intercept  him;  should  the  enemy  land  too 
large  a  force  for  him  to  cope  with,  he  has  been  directed  to  notify  you. 
In  that  event  you  are  desired  to  send  to  his  support  such  ol  your  avail¬ 
able  force  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  inarch  with  it,  should  you  deem 
it  requisite,  and  to  take  command  of  the  whole  operation.  With  this 
view  it  is  suggested  that  you  repair  to  Hardeeville,  visit  the  held  of 
operation,  and  concert  with  him  a  plan  of  operation.  Should  you  not 
be  able  to  drive  him  back  under  cover  of  his  boats,  you  will  attack 
him  in  his  flank  and  rear,  so  as  to  prevent  his  approach  to  the  Savannah 
River. 

I  am,  etc.,  P-  E.  Lee, 

General ,  Co  m m  an  ding. 

Brigadier-General  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Pocotaligo ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Augusta  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  S.  W. 
Godon,  of  the  Mohican ,  delivering  to  him  the  accompanying  dispatch. 

You  will  please  inform  him  that  owing  to  circumstances  I  can  not  now 
fix  a  time  for  sending  off  from  this  port  the  second  division  of  the  stone 
fleet.  He  will  therefore  use  his  own  judgment  when  he  may  deem  it 
necessary  to  return  to  this  port,  and  in  such  case  will  transfer  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  blockading  force  to  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  report  for  duty  in  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  return  to  this  port 
without  delay,  translerring  the  blockade  of  North  Edisto  to  Lieutenant 
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Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader ,  and  giving  him  such 
information  as  your  experience  will  suggest,  fully  and  clearly. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

IS.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca ,  North  Edisto. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind ,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  in  North  Edisto  River. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  18,  1861  [2], 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader  under  your 
command  to  North  Edisto  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen 
in  holding  possession  of  the  rivers  which  are  now  controlled  by  the 
presence  of  the  Seneca. 

1  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  to  give  you  all  the 
information  which  his  recent  experience  may  suggest. 

I  will  send  another  vessel  to  join  you  wlieu  I  have  one  at  my  disposal. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader ,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Eernandina,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Off  Eernandina,  Fla.,  January  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  off  this  place  last  evening.  Owing 
to  the  thick  fog,  I  was  unable  to  find  the  land,  but  cruised  about  hoping 
to  see  the  Bienville.  Running  inside  of  8  fathoms,  failing  so  to  do, 
about  9  p.  m.  1  anchored  in  9  fathoms  water  and  this  morning  weighed 
again  and  stood  in  for  the  land,  anchoring  in  5|  fathoms  water.  About 
10  a.  m.,  the  fog  lifting  a  little,  1  found  I  was  nearly  within  range  of 
several  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  enemy  opened  a  pretty 
brisk  fire,  most  of  the  shot  falling  short  from  a  quarter  to  a  half  mile; 
finding,  however,  that  they  seemed  to  have  some  heavy  pieces  that 
began  to  drop  shot  and  shell  in  line  nearer  as  they  got  the  range,  I 
shifted  my  berth  out  into  7  fathoms  water,  merely  replying  with  a 
single  shot  from  the  rifle  that  landed  but  little  short  of  their  chief 
battery.  After  moving,  one  shell  struck  very  close  to  where  I  was  first 
anchored.  The  fog  still  continuing  thick,  both  land  and  sea  are  shut 
out  from  us. 

Three  or  four  batteries  were  located  on  the  north  end  of  Amelia 
Island  in  among  the  sand  banks  and  two  on  the  south  end  of  Cumber¬ 
land  Island. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander. 

Elag  Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Vice-President  and  Senator  Morrill  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury ,  requesting  permission  to  obtain  ship  timber  from  Port  Royal , 

S.  C.,  and  vicinity. 

[U.  S.  Senate,  January  19,  1862.} 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  at  this  time  there  is  a  scarcity  of  ship 
timber  in  the  Northern  States,  and  the  supply  of  the  navy  yards  is 
much  diminished.  From  Port  Royal  and  vicinity,  now  in  possession 
of  loyal  troops,  a  supply  can  be  had.  We  believe  it  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  therefore,  to  allow  some  ol  our  practical  men  to  go  there 
and  obtain  a  supply,  which  will  be  much  needed  in  the  construction  oi 
the  proposed  ironclad  vessels  to  be  built. 

We  therefore  request  a  permission  be  granted  to  Samuel  F.  Herse.y 
and  William  McGilvery,  of  Maine,  or  either  of  them,  for  that  purpose. 
We  know  them  to  be  suitable  men. 

H.  Hamlin. 

Lot  M.  Morrill. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Endorsement.] 

There  is  no  objection,  so  far  as  the  Navy  Department  is  concerned, 
to  the  application.  On  the  contrary,  there  might  be  advantage  in  per¬ 
mitting  the  traffic  in  or  gathering  of  ship  timber.  But  I  suppose  this 
article,  like  all  others,  depends  on  the  policy  adopted.  If  the  port  is 
open,  it  will  be  open  to  all  and  for  traffic  of  every  description. 

The  Department  interposes  no  objection  to  any  permit,  though  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  may. 

W[ELLES]. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  furnishing  supplies  to  blockading  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  commanding  the  United  States  naval 
forces  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  has  represented  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment  the  importance  of  having  live  stock  and  supplies  sent  to  Port 
Royal  for  the  use  of  his  crews. 

As  private  parties  are  willing  to  undertake  this,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  licenses,  under  the  usual  restrictions,  may  be  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
expressing  approval  of  his  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

Washington,  January  20,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  was  very  much  gratified  with  your  private  note  of 
the  11th  instant,  which  I  received  on  Saturday. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  country  should  be  somewhat  impatient, 
but  I  believe  they  do  not  coroplciiu  of  the  Navy.  There  was  a  general 
wish  that  the  troops  might  push  into  the  interior,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
have  broken  the  railroad  communication  at  an  early  period  but  I  have 
heard  little  of  it  recently. 
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Your  reconnoissances  and  demonstrations  have  given  great  satisfac¬ 
tion.  We  are  all  proud  of  our  arm  of  the  service,  which  lias  certainly 
struck  effective  blows  when  it  has  made  the  attempt.  This  is  important 
in  the  war  we  are  waging.  There  should  be  no  defeats.  Let  us  have 
success  whenever  we  do  move,  and  the  country  will  forget  its  impatience. 

I  have  been  sometimes  fearful  the  forces  might  perhaps  be  too  far 
extended  to  prevent  some  reverse  if  the  enemy  should  attempt  a  sur¬ 
prise;  but  I  have  great  confidence  in  your  vigilance  and  capability  in 
these  matters. 

The  truth  is,  your  whole  management  of  the  work  in  which  you  have 
engaged  has  exhibited  so  much  judgment,  skill,  ability,  and  right  com¬ 
prehension  that  you  have  commanded  general  confidence.  My  great 
wish  is  that,  amidst  the  great  calls  upon  us,  I  could  better  support  you. 
We  will  do  all  that  we  can. 

John  Bull  has  behaved  badly,  but  I  think  after  what  has  taken  place 
we  shall  hardly  have  immediate  trouble  with  Great  Britain ;  aud  if  not, 
we  must  be  able  at  no  very  distant  day  to  overcome  this  great  rebellion. 
Arms,  munitions,  money,  steamers  to  run  the  blockade,  to  aid  indirectly 
if  not  directly  the  insurgents,  have  their  origin  in  England. 

Although  the  policy  of  “  Perfidious  Albion  ”  can  not  be  misunderstood, 
she  can  hardly  recognize  the  rebels  as  a  distinct  nationality,  or  make 
an  open  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  present.  Before  that  time 
arrives  I  trust  our  Navy  and  Army  will  have  convinced  her  of  the 
impolicy  of  any  such  movement. 

We  hear  that  the  Sumter  is  at  Cadiz,  and  will,  of  course,  have  the 
assistance  of  sympathizers  in  Europe,  secretly  if  not  openly.  I  trust 
the  day  is  not  distant  when  we  shall  be  able  to  do  justice  to  all  our 
friends. 

lu  the  meantime,  we  must  rely  on  you  and  your  brave  associates  to 
interdict  commerce  with  the  rebels. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Codon ,  If.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions  as  to 
the  disposition  of  three  contrabands. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Charleston,  January  20,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant,  about  10 
o’clock,  a  small  boat  was  brought  alongside  containing  two  men  (blacks). 
They  reported  having  left  Charleston  at  half  past  7  o’clock  in  a  slight 
fog,  passing  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson.  One  of  these  men  has  been 
engaged  on  a  pilot  boat,  and  seems  somewhat  acquainted  with  the  bai’s 
of  the  harbor.  I  was  pleased  to  learn  from  these  men  that  the  present 
position  of  the  vessels  is  such  as  to  deter  any, even  small  vessels, in  port 
from  attempting  to  break  the  blockade.  I  have  also  on  board  a  colored 
man  (free)  who  took  refuge  on  board  the  Penguin  at  North  Edisto.  I 
respectfully  request  your  orders  as  to  what  disposition  I  am  to  make  of 
these  meu. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  W.  Godon, 

Command er . 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Quartermaster- 
General  Meigs,  TJ.  8.  Army,  requesting  a  Drummond  light  to  facilitate 
operations  in  the  Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Flag-Officer 
Dn  Pont  and  myself  have  determined  upon  a  combined  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  for  intercepting  the  communication  between  Fort  Pulaski  and  the 
city  of  Savannah,  and  I  have  respectfully  and  earnestly  to  request  that 
a  Drummond  light  may  be  furnished  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as  one 
of  the  means  by  which  this  plan  is  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 

General  Montgomery  0.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  second  stone  fleet  sunk  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  20,  1862. 

Letter  from  George  D.  Morgan  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  vessels  purchased 

under  order  of  the  Department. 

New  York,  November  20,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  vessels  have  been  purchased  under  your  second 
order  for  stone  vessels : 


Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

424 

84,800 

Ship  India . 

366 

$5,  500 

Bark  Edward . 

274 

4, 000 

Ship  Newburyport . 

341 

4,500 

335 

4, 200 

Ship  Wm.  Lee . 

311 

4, 200 

216 

2;  250 

518 

b,  500 

The  entire  fleet  of  25  vessels  for  Savannah  sail  to-day. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  George  D.  Morgan  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels 

purchased. 


New  York,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir:  There  has  been  further  purchased  for  the  second  stone  fleet, 
ship  New  England,  368  tous,  $5,000;  bark  Dove,  double  deck,  151  tons, 
$2,500;  making  eleven  of  the  second  order;  the  remaining  nine  hope 
to  have  purchased  in  all  next  week.  It  is  more  difficult  to  get  the  right 
vessels  than  before;  we  have  cleared  the  ports.  We  hope  to  buy  some 
in  Maine  next  week. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Geo,  D.  Morgan. 
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Note  by  the  compiler. — The  following  additional  vessels  were 
purchased  for  the  second  stone  fleet,  viz: 


Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

274 

84, 300 

5.500 
3, 150 
1,600 

3.500 

Bark  Marcia . 

356 

84, 200 

4t)2 

Bark  Margaret  Scott . 

330 

4, 000 

297 

Bark  Jubilee . 

233 

2, 000 

Brig  Stephen  Young . 

Bark  Peri . 

200 

261 

Ship  America . 

418 

5, 250 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  George  D.  Morgan  regarding  the  destination  of  the 

second  fleet. 


Navy  Department,  December  4 , 1861. 

You  will  send  the  second  fleet  of  stone  vessels  to  Port  Royal  Harbor, 
South  Carolina,  to  be  delivered  to  the  senior  naval  officer  in  that  har¬ 
bor.  Let  the  crew  and  officers  be  hired  to  remain  there  or  proceed 
where  the  commanding  naval  officer  shall  direct,  after  which  they  will 
be  sent  home  at  Government  expense.  Send  a  copy  of  this  order  anu 
the  contract  to  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Geo.  D.  Morgan, 

Neio  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon.  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  regarding  the  closing  of  Maffitt’s  Channel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Acting  Master  Bradbury  will  report  to  you  for  proper  covering 
while  carrying  out  my  instructions  in  reference  to  closing  Maffitt’s 
Channel  at  the  best  point  with  the  number  of  vessels  at  his  disposal. 

It  is  important  to  know  how  far  the  batteries  extend  on  Sullivan’s 
Island.  If,  as  formerly  reported,  they  are  still  in  great  strength  beyond 
the  narrow  part  of  Maffitt’s  Channel,  the  obstructions  must  be  placed 
where  vessels  run  between  the  main  and  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

I  have  added  the  Ottawa ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  to  your 
force  for  this  service,  and  have  given  to  Captain  Stevens  and  Acting 
Master  Bradbury  such  detailed  explanations,  with  the  maps  in  hand, 
as  will  enable  them  to  carry  out  most  effectually  the  intentions  of  the 
Government. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  IS.  S.  Mohican ,  Commanding  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Poni,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  directing  the 

closing  of  Maffitt’s  Channel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  desire,  before  1  give  some  instructions  below,  to  otter  my 
thanks  for  your  faithful  services  in  keeping  up  the  blockade  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  having  continued  there  so  much  longer  than  I  could  have  expected; 
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and  this  having  been  done  at  a  moment  when  I  found  it  impossible  to 
relieve  you  by  a  suitable  vessel,  has  been  the  more  appreciated  by  me. 

1  am  endeavoring  to  dispatch  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet, 
to  close  up  Maffitt’s  Channel,  and  have  intrusted  this  work  to  Acting 
Masters  Bradbury  and  West,  in  whom  you  can  have  every  confidence. 
The  fleet  captain  has  instructed  the  former  as  to  where  I  think  the 
hulks  should  be  sunk.  When  this  work  is  accomplished  you  will 
transfer  the  charge  of  the  blockade  to  Commander  Parrott  and  repair 
to  this  port. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican ,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  sailing  of  the  second  division  for  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  second 
division  of  the  stone  fleet  will  sail  for  Charleston  to-morrow. 

I  have  detained  Messrs.  Bradbury  and  West  for  this  purpose. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pocahontas,  to  proceed  in  charge  of  the  second  division,  off  Charleston,  S.  t . 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  Pocahontas  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  taking  charge  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet,  and  report 
to  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  commanding  the  block¬ 
ading  force  off  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  B.  Baloh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  a  portion  of  the  fleet. 

G.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Marion  returns  to-night,  being  short  of  coal  and  having- 
lost  her  anchors.  1  have  also  thought  it  unnecessary  to  retain  the 
Catawba  longer,  as  her  draft  of  water  is  large. 
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Three  of  the  stone  fleet  slipped  or  parted  their  chains  at  night  during 
the  gale.  Two  have  returned,  but  one,  the  bark  Peri ,  is  still  missing. 
She  has  no  anchors  and  is  very  short  of  provisions.  I  have  sent  the  Ala¬ 
bama  (whose  supply  of  coal  is  short)  in  search  of  her.  As  she  ran  foul 
of  one  ot  the  fleet  in  running  out,  I  am  very  anxious  about  her,  and 
shall  perhaps  send  another  vessel  after  her  as  soon  as  she  can  be 
spared. 

A  e  have  sunk  about  half  of  the  fleet  in  their  positions,  and  the  rest, 
with  good  weather,  we  expect  to  place  and  sink  to  morrow.  As  three 
ot  them  were  without  anchors  (another  having  parted  her  chain  this 
morning),  we  have  had  pretty  hard  work  with  them,  and  one  drifted 
away  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  but  her  plug  was  gotten  out  and 
she  must  have  sunk  close  in  with  the  coast.  She  was  too  near  in  for 
the  steamer  which  T  sent  after  her  to  follow  her  up. 

My  duties  in  looking  out  for  these  vessels,  and  for  the  safety  of  their 
crews,  have  made  a  very  great  economy  of  coal  impossible,  and  I  think 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  replenish  in  some  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report  of  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Parrott  on  the  disposition  of 
the  second  stone  fleet.  All  agree  that  the  work  was  thoroughly  done, 
and  I  reiterate  my  commendation  given  in  a  previous  communication 
of  Acting  Master  Bradbury  and  Acting  Master  West,  whose  services 
are  spoken  of  in  Commander  Parrott’s  report. 

These  officers  will  go  by  the  first  steamer  to  the  North  in  accordance 
with  the  Department’s  order,  and  are  worthy  of  anything  the  Depart¬ 
ment  can  do  for  them.  1  regret  to  lose  them  from  my  squadron. 

The  Peri  mentioned  in  Commander  Parrott’s  report  is  safe. 

The  department  is  misinformed,  I  infer  from  a  letter  received  last 
night  as  to  the  Isabel  getting  into  Charleston  by  the  main  channel 
where  the  previous  fleet  was  sunk.  The  obstruction  there  is  complete 
and  has  not  beeu  moved  by  the  late  gales;  the  water  breaking  clear 
across.  The  Isabel  got  in  by  Maffitt’s  Channel,  and  as  that  portion  of 
it  included  between  Rattlesnake  Shoal  and  the  shores  has  been  blocked 
up  by  the  second  stone  fleet,  the  possibility  of  getting  into  Charleston 
is  still  more  circumscribed. 

The  only  channels  remaining  are  the  Swash  and  a  portion  of  Maffitt’s,. 
and  I  have  never  less  than  three  vessels  covering  them,  and  which  now 
ride  out  the  gales  at  anchor. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  F.  Du  Pont,] 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

u.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston ,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  remainder  of  the  stone  fleet 
have  been  trot  into  position  and  sunk  to-day.  I  think  they  are  an 
exceedinglySwell  placed,  and  that  they  will  etfectually  block  a  deep 
and  excellent  passage  to  the  north  ot  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal 

Acting  Master  West,  by  his  energy  and  zeal ;  A ^  Master  Bradb ur^ 
by  these  qualities,  added  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Charleston Jiar 
and  vicinity;  the  commanders  of  the  Pocahontas  and  I  enguin,  by  bo  y 
towing  with  their  ships  the  stone  vessels  in  very  shoal  watei,  and  all 
attached  to  the  blockading  ships  here,  have  zealously  contributed  to 
bring  about  this  result.  The  chartered  steamers  6 aliawba  and .  Motion 
were  active  in  aiding  the  stone  vessels  during  the  gale  and  otherwise 

<!l The °missingC bark  Peri  not  having  returned,  I  shall  to-morrow  send 
the  Penguin  to  the  S.  and  W.  in  search  of  her,  with  directions  to  be  back 
in  thirty-six  hours.  She  will  place  Messrs.  West  and  Bradbury  on  board 
the  Port  Eoyal  light-boat  if  it  should  not  interfere  with  her  mission. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  the  Southern  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  5 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas ,  referring  to 
the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet  in  Maffitt’s  Channel,  dated  2Gth 
ultimo. 

I  have  already  forwarded  the  report  of  Commander  Parrott. 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  finished  the  sinking  of 
the  stone  fleet  after  several  days  delay,  caused  by  a  heavy  gale  from 
the  N.  E.,  and  from  this  cause  it  may  be  possible  that  we  may  not  have 
placed  them  in  the  exact  line  desired,  but  I  can  confidently  state  that 
a  very  great  obstruction  has  been  placed  between  the  land  and  the 
Rattlesnake  Shoal,  and  several  of  the  ships  having  entirely  disappeared, 
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will  render  the  attempt  to  pass  inside  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal  extremely 
hazardous.  As  an  instance,  we  were  compelled  to  back  this  vessel  astern 
to  get  clear  of  two  wrecks  sunk  near  us,  no  part  of  them  being-  visible 
but  their  head  booms. 

As  Commander  Parrott  has  made  a  report  of  the  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  the  sinking  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet,  I  will  do  no 
more  than  state  that  the  commendations  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Bradbury 
by  Captain  Davis  on  a  former  occasion  are  justly  due  on  this,  and  I 
commend  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  flag-officer ;  and  I  would  add 
also  that  Mr.  West  exhibited  au  energy  and  skill  which  should  entitle 
him  to  the  warm  commendation  of  the  commander  in  chief;  and  it  would 
not  be  in  accordance  with  strict  justice  were  I  not  to  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  state  that  Captain  Budd,  of  the  Penguin ,  by  towing,  in 
liis  own  vessel,  as  also  furnishing  boats  in  the  readiest  manner,  con¬ 
tributed  very  materially  to  the  prompt  and  successful  execution  of  our 
duty.  I  can  not  refrain  from  adding  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Pocahontas  evinced,  as  I  have  ever  found  them  to,  an  energy  and  zeal 
not  excelled  by  any.  To  the  flag-officer’s  favorable  notice  I  take  pride 
in  commending  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Baloh, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Balch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  report  of 
the  sinking  of  the  stone  fleet  in  Maffitt’s  Channel  and  expressing  my 
commendations  of  the  energy  and  zeal  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Pocoliontas  under  your  skillful  guidance. 

Your  expression  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Bradbury 
and  West  and  of  Lieutenant-Commanding  Budd  affords  me  much  satis¬ 
faction. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  to  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  B.  Balch, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gregory , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World,  to  proceed  to  the 
execution  of  the  Department1  s  orders. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatter  as  Inlet ,  Sana  ary  21, 1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  weather,  in  your  judgment,  will  permit,  you 
will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Western  World  under  your  command  and 
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execute  the  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  under  which  you  left 

NSSataaGibSMpof  the  Army,  desires  to  take  passage  with  you. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  receive  him  on  board. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  GolusbobocgHj 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  Gregory, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Western  d  orld. 


Order  of  Flaq- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir:  This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Sherwood, 
of  the  pilot  boat  George  W.  Blunt,  and  on  receipt  of  it  you  will  please 
return  at  once  with  the  Isaac  Smith  to  this  anchorage. 

Bespectfully,  etc.,  „  ^  ^  _ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  [$b]  Helena  Sound. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  North 

Edisto  River,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  January  21,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  the  15th  instant  a  party 
of  seven,  headed  by  a  man  named  Magraw,  who  I  understood  has  been 
a  prisoner  and  was  released,  came  to  Edisto  Island  from  the  western 
side  and  took  some  200  bag,s  of  cotton,  carrying  it  to  the  mainland. 

As  stated  in  my  report  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  endeavored  to 
impress  upon  the  negroes  the  necessity  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  for 
that  purpose  they  have  visited  the  plantation  of  John  Townsend,  which 
lies  within  range  of  an  Xl-inch  gun  from  near  the  usual  anchorage  at 
North  Edisto.  On  Sunday  (19th)  two  negroes  who  went  up  early,  and 
in  a  heavy  fog,  narrowly  escaped  being  shot  or  captured  by  a  party  of 
soldiers;  the  number  seen  was  estimated  at  20.  One  of  the  negroes 
was  shot  through  his  clothing.  As  soon  as  the  fog  cleared  away  I  took 
the  vessel  in  position  which  would  enable  us  to  see  to  the  best  advan¬ 
tage,  and  as  no  signs  oi  life  appeared,  did  not  throw  shells. 

It  is  understood  from  negroes  that  considerable  supplies  of  cotton 
may  still  be  found  on  Edisto  Island,  if  a  reconnoissance  in  force  should 
be  made.  If  that  is  not  contemplated,  or  its  occupation,  I  fear  the 
colony,  now  numbering  about  1,200,  will  be  in  want  of  food,  perhaps 
within  a  fortnight.  As  every  party  going  after  maize  will  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  aTmed  boat  crews  and  a  howitzer,  I  fear  collecting  food 
over  the  country  will  fall  below  or  hardly  exceed  the  consumption. 

The  bad  weather  and  the  absence  of  other  vessels  have  prevented 
taking  soundings  over  the  bar  and  forwarding  directions  for  crossing, 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  517 

and  also  a  particular  examination  of  the  bar  off  Stono,  if  it  could  have 
been  done  without  prejudice  to  the  duties  assigned  me. 

I  learn  from  the  negroes  that  they  have  small  quantities  of  cotton 
hidden  in  various  localities,  and  small  quantities,  unginned,  are  to  be 
found  on  nearly  all  of  the  plantations  on  Edisto  Island,  the  soldiers 
not  having  been  there  to  burn  the  cotton  houses  as  they  did  on  the 
opposite  shores  on  the  arrival  of  the  Pawnee ,  accompanied  by  this  ves¬ 
sel.  I  would  think  it  advisable  that  the  officer  controlling  those  waters 
should  know  whether  it  is  desirable  to  induce  the  negroes  to  bring  the 
cotton  in,  and  to  gin  all  that  can  be  reached;  and,  if  so,  what  amount 
of  compensation  would  be  allowed  them  per  pound,  or  otherwise. 

It  is  understood  that  supplies  of  maize  are  much  needed  in  Charles¬ 
ton  and  elsewhere.  I  have  accounts  of  several  lots  that  were  on  Wad- 
melaw  and  Johns  Island  having  been  removed,  and  think  the  incursions 
mentioned  on  Edisto  are  to  effect  the  same  object,  as  well  as  the 
removal  of  the  cotton  supposed  to  be  there. 

The  force  of  a  gunboat  is  so  limited  as  not  to  admit  of  landing  a 
formidable  party.  On  that  account  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to 
land,  and  do  not  intend  to  do  so,  except  from  time  to  time  in  the  imme- 
ate  vicinity  of  the  water,  for  the  protection  of  the  negroes  in  obtaining 
their  necessary  supplies.  You  will  perceive  how  advantageous  to  our 
purposes  a  reconnoissance  in  force  would  be,  even  if  continued  only  one 
or  two  days. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  indicating  the  changes  in  the  blacks,  that 
now  they  express  themselves  most  anxious  to  obtain  arms.  The  black 
man  who  has  general  superintendence  of  the  colony  wished  to  land  his 
forces  in  Rockville  and  drive  the  soldiers  back,  expressing  the  utmost 
confidence  that  with  about  twenty  old  muskets  that  they  had  picked 
up,  many  of  them  with  flint  locks,  he  would  be  able  to  effect  his  object. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Crusader ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind, 
off  Edisto  Bar  yesterday  morning,  the  Seneca  stood  out  and  piloted  her 
into  the  harbor,  barely  getting  in  before  a  dense  fog  set  in,  which  con¬ 
tinued  until  it  was  not  possible  to  reach  Port  Royal  that  evening,  with 
the  strong  head  wind  then  blowing. 

At  5:30  a.  m.  of  to  day  we  were  underway  and  stood  up  to  White 
Point,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind  on  board,  in  order  that  he  might 
see  certain  points  and  that  I  might  note  any  change  of  interest  for 
your  information.  We  found  no  guns  in  position,  but  a  body  of  horse¬ 
men,  fifty  or  a  hundred  strong,  and  expended  three  Xl-inch  shells  in 
getting  them  in  motion. 

Mr.  Black,  the  prisoner  who  was  sent  for  release,  appears  to  be  very 
much  dreaded  by  the  negroes;  they  fear  his  being  able  to  communicate 
information  to  their  prejudice,  and  on  that  account,  much  against  my 
inclination,  I  continue  to  hold  him  on  board  this  vessel,  deeming  it 
prudent  that  he  should  be  held  until  a  force  is  sent  to  occupy  that 
point,  or  at  least  until  it  is  possible  for  you  to  spare  another  vessel. 

A  party  of  negro  men,  anxious  to  obtain  work,  asked  a  passage  to 
Port  Royal.  I  have  brought  them  and  their  families,  numbering  per¬ 
haps  fifty  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  An  men, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Savil.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 

Temple ,  U.  S.  'Wry,  detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  U.  8.  8. 

Flambeau.  _r 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  22 , 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  dispatch  from  the  Navy  Department  of 
January  3,  followed  by  the  medical  oplinon  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Uyrner, 
von  nre  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  b.  b.  ±  lam  beau , 
and  will  return  to  the  North  in  the  first  steamer,  reporting  yourself  by 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  .  ,  ,  ,  . 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur  has  bee^^PP01.yte<yj^  b 
relieve  you,  to  whom  you  will  transfer  the  command  of  the  Flambeau 
with  such  information  as  to  the  condition  and  capabilities  ot  the 
steamer  as  may  be  important  for  him  to  know.  . 

Though  only  attached  to  this  squadron  since  your  arrival  here  last 
evening,  I  have  read  with  interest  the  letters  you  have  submitted  to 
me  in  reference  to  your  important  mission  to  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
which,  I  doubt  not,  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Department. 

I  regret  that  your  state  of  health  compels  you  to  relinquish  your 

command. 

Respectfully,  a,  p.  Du  PoN1, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  If.  8.  S.  Flambeau ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  prepare  for  immediate  blockading  service. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  22,  1862. 


Sib  :  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flam¬ 
beau,  and  will  repair  on  board  without  delay  and  relieve  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Temple,  whose  state  of  health  compels  him  to  relinquish 


the  command. 

You  will  get  ready  for  immediate  blockading  service,  and  I  will  send 
you  orders  to  that  effect  in  a  few  hours. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  J.  H.  Upshub, 

Flagship  Wabash ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Flambeau,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  Charles¬ 
ton  blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  22,  1862. 
Sib  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau  under  your 
command  and  assume  the  blockade  of  Stono  Inlet,  which  may  be  called 
one  of  the  entrances  to  Charleston  Harbor. 
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As  Charleston  is  being  every  day  more  effectively  closed  by  the 
blockading  ships  and  the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet,  attempts 
will  be  made  to  get  ont  by  Stono.  The  bar  had  8  feet  at  low  water  in 
1856,  and  the  steamer  Carolina  has  recently  escaped.  Four  other  ves¬ 
sels  (sailing),  generally  small,  are  loaded  at  Charleston  waiting  to  get 
ont,  and  they  must  be  towed  by  the  rebel  war  steamers.  You  will 
therefore  be  as  vigilant  as  yon  can,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your 
vessel. 

Stono,  I  think,  is  strongly  fortified  on  both  banks.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Balch  was  last  there  and  reports  that  the  enemy  have 
one  or  two  guns  of  long  range.  Using  proper  opportunities  you  may 
occasionally  communicate  with  the  force  off  Charleston.  Deserters 
have  come  off  from  Stono  to  our  ships,  and  I  would  keep  a  lookout  for 
boats. 

I  recommend  that  you  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  coast  and 
soundings  on  your  station.  The  Pocahontas  got  into  very  shoal  water 
and  touched  the  other  day. 

As  a  general  rule,  blockading  ships  should  not  chase  far  off  the  coast, 
as  it  consumes  coal,  unless  under  very  suspicious  circumstances. 

I  rely  upon  your  intelligence  and  zeal  in  carrying  out  these  instruc¬ 
tions. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Missroon ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 

New  Yorh. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  communication  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a  report  from 
Surgeon  Mayo  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Savannah,  which  I  have 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Clyrner. 

The  latter  informs  me  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  of  hope,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  scurvy  can  be  eradicated  from 
the  ship  unless  she  goes  to  the  North. 

I  would  not  deem  it  proper  to  expose  further  the  crew  in  the  arduous 
and  harassing  duty  of  blockading  at  this  tempestuous  season,  in  a 
sailing  ship. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  New  York  without  unnecessary  delay 
and  report  your  arrival  there  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station. 

Some  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  now  on  board 
the  Savannah,  much  wanted  in  this  squadron,  you  will  please  deliver 
on  my  order  before  your  departure,  reserving  one  month’s  supply  of  the 
latter  for  your  passage  home. 

Regretting  this  necessary  separation  of  yourself  and  officers  from  my 
command, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missboon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Rhind, '  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Crusader,  regarding 
operations  in  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  January  2o  to  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1862.  » 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  dated  bebiii- 
ary  7,  detailing  proceedings  in  North  Edisto  since  the  departure  ot  the 
Seneca.  General  Sherman  has  sent  a  small  regiment  of  soldiers  to 
North  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

E.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

North  Edisto,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  this  morning  by  the  Blunt  your  communication 
of  5th  instant,  with  the  mail  for  this  vessel. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  there  has  been  a  larger  addition  to 
the  colony  of  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  Island,  and  taking  the  number 
as  estimated  by  Lieutenant  Ammen  at  that  time  at  1,000  to  1,100,  there 
must  be  at  present  at  least  1,400  collected  there. 

On  the  23d  instant  [ultimo]  word  was  brought  to  us  late  in  the  day 
that  some  Confederate  troops  had  landed  on  Edisto  Island  and  were 
moving  off  and  shooting  the  blacks.  We  got  underway  at  once  and 
went  up  the  river;  found  about  100  to  150  blacks  collected  at  Point  of 
Pines  wharf;  dispatched  boats  from  the  colony  to  carry  them  down, 
and  proceed  up  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Steamboat  Creek  and  fire 
some  shell  at  the  houses  where  the  troops  were  reported  to  be.  At 
dusk  anchored  again  at  Point  of  Pines,  where  another  party  of  blacks 
had  meantime  collected,  and  remained  there  until  they  had  all  escaped 
below.  Some  200  were  thus  added  to  the  colony.  Since  that  time  they 
have  been  constantly  coming  in  in  small  parties.  On  the  26th  we  went 
up  the  river  to  enable  the  blacks  to  collect  some  corn  at  the  plantations 
on  Steamboat  Creek.  I  went  into  the  creek  with  our  boats,  and  finding 
the  negroes  engaged  in  plundering  the  houses  instead  of  getting  corn 
I  ordered  them  all  off.  I  have  endeavored  to  check  their  propensity  to 
plunder,  but  with  only  partial  success.  On  the  3d  instant  (having 
previously  sounded  out  the  creek)  I  succeeded  in  getting  this  vessel 
into  Rockville  [Bohicket]  Creek,  and  anchored  her  at  about  1,300  yards 
from  the  village,  to  make  a  reconuoissauce  of  the  place,  it  having  been 
made  known  to  us  that  the  enemy  were  occupying  it.  I  approached 
the  place  with  a  boat,  accompanied  by  a  large  flat  that  we  had  prepared 
to  carry  the  howitzer.  On  nearing  the  landing  we  were  fired  into,  our 
boats  having  their  ensigns  set.  We  returned  the  Are  with  the  howitzer, 
but  unfortunately  the  bows  of  the  flat  gave  away  at  the  second  dis¬ 
charge.  Having  ascertained  all  that  I  desired  at  that  time,  the  boats 
were  ordered  to  return  to  the  vessel.  Owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the 
channel,  we  were  unable  to  spring  the  vessel  to  get  our  guns  to  bear 
until  nearly  sunset,  when  the  flood  tide  made.  As  she  swung,  we 
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threw  into  the  place  six  10-second  shell,  all  of  which  hurst  in  and  about 
the  houses.  The  Hat  is  being  again  refitted,  and  I  propose,  when  the 
tide  serves  at  the  proper  time  of  day,  to  reenter  the  creek  with  the  ves¬ 
sel  and,  after  shelling  the  place,  to  destroy  it  by  fire.  I  learn  that 
there  are  about  150  troops  of  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  the  village  and  that  they  have  three  guns  (fieldpieces,  I  judge). 
I  place  no  particular  reliance  on  the  information  alforded  by  the 
negroes,  but  1  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  place  is  made  use  of  as  a 
rendezvous  and  point  of  observation. 

On  the  4th  we  went  up  this  river  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Dawho. 

I  sounded  out  the  mouth  of  that  river  and  ascertained  that  vessels  of 

II  to  13  feet  draft  can  enter  it  sufficiently  far  to  land  a  force  abreast 
the  plantation  of  Legare,  where  a  constant  lookout  has  been  kept  by 
the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Arnmen  threw  some  shell  at  them  there  the 
morning  he  left.  1  accompanied  him  on  that  occasion,  that  he  might 
point  me  out  the  locality.  On  the  occasion  of  our  last  visit  I  saw  no 
signs  of  them  being  there,  but  observed  a  number  of  people  (said  to  be 
Confederate  cavalry)  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  at  Bear  Bluff. 

From  the  information  I  have  gathered  since  being  here  I  should  say 
that  a  force  landed  at  this  latter  point,  Legare’s,  could  easily  be  marched 
to  the  railroad,  the  distance  being  about  7  miles,  a  good  road,  crossing 
only  a  small  creek  where  there  is  a  bridge  (called  the  Togodo  Bridge). 
Having  no  map  of  the  country  hereabouts  and  but  an  imperfect  sketch 
of  the  river,  I  can  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  statement,  which  I 
get  from  a  negro,  an  intelligent  fellow,  who  formerly  lived  at  the  Legarfi 
place. 

The  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  Island  are  in  such  numbers  and  leading 
such  an  idle  and  improvident  life  here  that  I  fear,  unless  they  are 
speedily  removed,  disease  and  want  will  appear  among  them.  At  pres¬ 
ent  they  have  a  sufficiency,  but  I  have  learned  by  experience  with  them 
that  they  destroy  or  trade  away  much  of  their  provision.  If  I  go  any¬ 
where  to  enable  them  to  collect  corn  or  potatoes,  they  begin  to  plunder 
the  houses  of  furniture  and  other  articles  entirely  useless  to  them. 

The  forts  evacuated  by  the  enemy  at  Botany  Bay  Island  and  Sea- 
brook  Point  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  left  by  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Ammen. 

This  vessel  is  altogether  unsuited  to  this  service.  We  have  no  pivot 
gun,  and  the  vessel  draws  too  much  water  to  navigate  the  numerous 
creeks.  With  a  draft  of  6  or  7  feet  and  a  few  good  pivot  guns  this 
country  can  be  easily  kept  clear  of  the  enemy. 

This  vessel  is  also  very  badly  supplied  with  ammunition.  We  had 
but  ten  10-second  fuzes  and  ten  15-second  fuzes  in  the  ship.  Y\  e 
expended  all  but  six  of  the  10-second  the  day  we  entered  the  creek. 

1  respectfully  request  that  a  supply  of  10-second  shell  for  our  32- 
pounder  may  be  sent  us  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Our  expenditure  of  coal  here  amounts  to  little  over  a  ton  a  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Khind, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  +  ,,  . 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  1  ort  hoy  at. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TT.  S. 

"Navy,  regarding  means  for  insuring  an  effective  blockade. 

NTavy  Department,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  importance  of  a  rigorous  blockade  at  every  point  under 
your  command  can  not  be  too  strongly  impressed  or  felt. .  By  cutting 
off  all  communication  we  not  only  distress  and  cripple  the  States  in 
insurrection,  but  by  an  effective  blockade  we  destroy  any  excuse  or 
pretext  on  the  part  of  foreign  governments  to  aid  and  relieve  those 
who  are  waging  war  upon  the  Government. 

There  is  a  manifest  desire,  if  not  determination,  m  certain  quai  teis 
to  break  the  blockade,  and  the  apology  therefor  will  be,  it  possible,  a 
want  of  vigilance  or  efficiency  on  the  part  of  our  squadrons  in  guaio  - 
ing  the  coast  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interdict  communication.  yV  hi  e 
confiding  to  your  practical  knowledge  and  judgment  the  disposition  ot 
the  vessels  committed  to  you,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  warn  you  ot 
the  difficulty  alluded  to,  and  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  that,  except 
when  required  by  pressing  necessity,  there  should  not  be  a  concentra¬ 
tion  of  vessels  at  any  given  point,  but  that  they  should  be  spread  so 
as  to  make  the  blockade  effective  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  coast 
under  your  supervision.  Most  of  the  important  points  are  well 
guarded,  though  occasionally  we  hear  that  a  vessel  lias  run  the  block¬ 
ade  in  bad  weather  or  in  darkness,  or  at  points  least  likely  to.  attract 
attention.  Every  case  of  this  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  noted 
and  laid  up  as  evidence  that  the  blockade  is  not  effective  and  therefore 
is  to  be  disregarded  by  those  governments  whose  subjects  may  become 
clamorous  for  supplies  from  the  States  blockaded. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  are  compelled  to 
encounter;  it  has  been  gratified  with  the  ability  and  resources  which 
you  have  brought  into  requisition  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment;  and  I  wish  in  this  communication — warning  you  of  what  may 
be  apprehended  from  foreign  interference,  provided  there  is  any  want 
of  vigilance  or  effectiveness  in  any  quarter  in  keeping  up  a  rigid 
blockade — to  express  my  commeudation  and  also  my  confidence  that 
you  will,  even  in  this  stormy  season,  with  such  as  is  at  your  disposition, 
interdict  communication  at  every  point,  and  thus  destroy  any  pretense 
for  breaking  or  attempting  to  break  the  blockade. 

As  fast  as  we  can  augment  our  force  or  spare  vessels  from  other 
points,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reinforce  your  command.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  our  reliance  must  be  on  your  own  powers  and  capability  in  the 
squadron  that  you  have. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Joint  reconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows ,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 
and  naval  engagement  January  28,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  been 
making  preparations  for  some  time  past  for  the  attack  on  Fernandina, 
by  calling  in  the  appropriate  vessels  (which  involved  many  changes  in 
the  blockade)  and  by  filling  up  the  supplies  of  coal  and  provisions. 
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In  some  particulars  my  supply  of  ammunition  is  short,  but  a  move¬ 
ment  like  that  which  I  have  now  in  contemplation  keeps  so  many  ves¬ 
sels  idle  during  the  period  of  equipment  that  I  will  not  put  it  off  on  that 
account.  I  am  waiting  now  for  settled  weather.  A  brigade  under 
Brigadier-General  Wright  forms  part  of  the  expedition;  and  it  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Sherman  will  accompany  it 
himself. 

In  the  meantime  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  military  commander 
in  chief,  made  a  study  of  the  best  mode  of  cutting  off  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  Fort  Pulaski  and  the  city  of  Savannah. 

For  this  purpose  military  and  naval  reconnoisance*  had  been  pushed 
in  boats,  on  the  east  side  through  Cooper  Biver,  Bull  Biver,  and  Wall’s 
Cut  into  Wright’s  Biver;  and  on  the  west  side  into  Little  Tybee  Biver, 
or  Freeborn’s  Cut. 

Obstructions  were  met  with  in  Wall’s  Cut,  consisting  of  a  double  row 
of  piles  and  a  hulk;  the  former  were  removed  by  the  army  sufficiently 
to  clear  the  passage. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was  found  expedient  to  send  one 
or  more  gunboats  into  Wright’s  Biver  to  make  a  careful  survey  of  the 
passage  around  Cunningham’s  Point  into  Savannah  Biver,  and  a  survey 
also  of  Mud  Biver.  It  was  decided  by  General  Sherman  and  myself, 
in  conference,  to  make  a  simultaneous  movement  on  the  opposite  side 
through  Freeborn’s  Cut  and  Wilmington  Narrows,  which  should  serve 
as  a  demonstration  to  cover  up  our  real  purpose  of  an  attack  on  Fer- 
nandina  and  as  a  reconnoissance  to  answer  the  following  enquiries: 
First,  whether  there  were  any  troops  or  batteries  on  that  side  of  A  il- 
mington  Island;  second,  whether  the  cut  or  narrows  was  navigable  for 
gunboats  with  facility;  third,  whether  the  channels  of  Savannah  Biver 
could  be  commanded  from  it,  or  whether  the  distance  across  the  inter¬ 
vening  marsh  was  too  great;  fourth,  the  direction  and  termination  of 
this  creek  or  narrows  to  the  northward;  and,  lastly,  whether  gunboats 
could  lie  in  security  in  the  creek  without  the  efficient  support  of  troops 
and  guns  on  shore. 

To  carry  out  these  views,  two  of  the  regular  gunboats  and  four  of 
the  small  armed  steamers  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Fleet- 
Captain  C.  H.  Davis,  who  was  accompanied  by  Commander  C.B.  P. 
Bodgers. 

The  transports  containing  the  troops  destined  for  Fernandina  accom¬ 
panied  the  naval  detachment  and  were  left  at  anchor  in  Wassaw  Sound. 

For  the  circumstauces  and  results  of  this  demonstration  and  recon¬ 
noissance,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Davis,  accompanying  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  Davis,  D.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  0.,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
I  got  underway  on  Sunday  morning,  the  26th  ultimo,  and  sailed  from 
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this  harbor,  having  under  iny  command  the  gunboat  Ottawa ,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Stevens;  gunboat  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen ;  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  .Nichol¬ 
son;  armed  steamer  Potomsha,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough; 
armed  steamer  Ellen ,  Master  Commanding  Budd;  armed  steamer  West¬ 
ern  World,  Master  Commanding  Gregory,  and  the  two  armed  launches 
of  this  ship;  and  having  in  company  the  transports  Cosmopolitan,  Del  a- 
ware,  and  Boston ,  on  board  of  which  were  the  Sixth  Connecticut,  the 
Fourth  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  ltegi- 
ments;  in  all,  2,400  men,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  H.  G. 

Wright.  _  .  . 

Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  accompanied  the  expedition. 

The  vessels  anchored  in  Wassaw  Sound  the  same  evening. 

On  Monday  morning  General  Wright  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  in 
which  ship  I  was,  bringing  with  him  Major  Speidel,  commanding  the 
battalion,  and  Company  C,  of  the  Connecticut  Sixth.  He  also  sent  Com¬ 
pany  D,  of  the  same  regiment,  on  board  the  Seneca,  where  Captain 
Rodgers  had  taken  up  his  quarters.  The  commanding  officers  repaired 
on  board  by  signal,  when  the  plan  of  operations  was  explained  to 
them. 

Owing  to  the  shoalness  of  the  bar  and  channel,  it  was  not  until  half 
past  8  o’clock  that  I  entered  Little  Tybee  River,  or  Freeborn’s  Cut,  and 
it  was  half  past  1  before  1  passed  Fort  Pulaski  at  the  nearest  point. 
The  fort  was  not  prepared  for  an  enemy  on  this  side,  and  did  not  fire 
into  the  vessels.  But  preparations  were  immediately  set  on  foot  to 
receive  us  on  our  return.  The  distance  is  that  of  a  long  range  with  a 
rifled  gun,  or  one  of  heavy  caliber. 

After  coming  up  with  and  passing  the  high  land  on  Wilmington 
Island,  the  farther  progress  of  the  gunboats  was  arrested  by  a  block¬ 
ade  of  heavy  piles  driven  in  a  double  row  across  the  channel.  The 
vessels  were  anchored,  and  boats  were  dispatched  from  every  one  of 
them  to  examine  the  numerous  creeks  leading  to  the  river;  and  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  the  main  stream  Captain  Rodgers  landed  with  the 
armed  launches  and  a  detachment  of  troops  to  scout  and  determine 
whether  there  were  then  or  had  been  any  batteries  or  guns  in  position 
on  this  eminence,  and  whether  there  were  marks  of  recent  occupa¬ 
tion  by  troops.  The  regiment  of  City  Light  Guards,  from  Savannah, 
composed  of  very  young  persons,  has  been  stationed  at  Screven’s.  No 
earthworks  were  found,  but  traces  were  discovered  of  horsemen,  who 
must  have  been  on  the  spot  very  lately. 

At  5  o’clock  the  Confederate  steamers,  five  in  number,  one  of  them 
carrying  the  square  flag  at  the  fore  (probably  Commodore  Tattnall’s), 
came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  They  had  it  in  their  power 
to  choose  their  distance,  and  this  led  to  the  expectation  of  an  attack, 
but  the  night  passed  quietly. 

At  this  hour  Captain  Ammen  passed  the  marsh  and  cut  the  tele¬ 
graphic  wire  leading  from  Fort  Pulaski  to  the  city. 

Alter  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  28th,  the  surveys 
and  examinations  were  renewed,  and  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  General 

right  for  taking  an  active  part  in  them  all,  and  forming,  from  personal 
examination,  his  conclusions  as  to  the  military  seizure  and  occupation 
of  ilmiugton  Island,  to  which  General  Sherman  and  yourself  had 
called  my  particular  attention. 

At  11 : 15  the  five  steamers,  composing  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Tatt¬ 
nall,  as  it  is  supposed,  attempted  to  pass  down  the  river  with  scows  in 
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tow.  Captain  John  Rodgers,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  Wright’s  Itiver, 
and  myself  opened  Are  upon  them,  which  they  returned  with  spirit. 
The  result  of  the  engagement,  which  lasted  less  than  half  [an]  hour, 
was  that  Commodore  Tattnall  and  one  of  his  squadron  were  driven  back. 
The  other  three  escaped  injury,  apparently,  and  made  good  their  pas¬ 
sage  down  to  Fort  Pulaski. 

At  2  o’clock  the  latter  returned  up  the'  river,  and  the  firing  was 
resumed.  They  had  waited  for  low  water,  and  were  so  well  protected 
by  the  banks  of  the  river,  while  we  ourselves  were  lying  in  a  natural 
trench  or  moat,  that  the  harm  inflicted  upon  them  was  entirely  dispro¬ 
portionate  to  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended.  Their  shot,  which 
would  have  easily  reached  us  by  the  ricochet  on  the  water,  were  gen¬ 
erally  spent  in  force  before  they  arrived  at  the  creek  in  which  we  were 
anchored.  We  have  been  told  by  a  contraband,  since  come  in,  that 
one  of  the  steamers  snnk  at  the  wharf  after  getting  to  the  city,  and 
we  could  see  with  our  glasses  that  some  of  our  shells  took  effect. 

The  practice  of  the  day  was  very  instructive.  At  4  o’clock  on  Wednes¬ 
day  morning  I  came  down  the  narrows,  passing  the  range  of  Fort  Pulaski 
before  daylight;  and,  leaving  the  other  vessels  in  Wassaw  Sound,  I 
returned  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Tybee  Roads  and  Calibogue  Sound. 

As  a  demonstration,  the  appearance  of  the  naval  and  military  forces 
in  Wilmington  and  Wassaw  Sound  has  had  complete  success.  Savan¬ 
nah  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  all  the  energies-of  the 
place  have  been  exerted  to  the  utmost  to  increase  its  military  defenses, 
for  which  purpose  troops  have  been  withdrawn  from  other  places. 

As  a  reconnoissance  the  results  are  satisfactory.  We  have  improved 
our  knowledge  of  these  obscure  and  intricate  passages.  W e  have  ascer¬ 
tained  that  Wilmington  Island  is  abandoned,  not  only  by  the  enemy’s 
troops,  but  even  by  its  inhabitants;  that  this  cut,  or  narrows,  can  be 
navigated  by  gunboats  without  difficulty ;  but,  on  account  of  the  width 
of  the  marsh  opposite  to  the  high  land  on  Wilmington  Island,  that  the 
channels  of  Savannah  River  can  not  be  advantageously  commanded  from 
this  point  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  low  water;  that  gunboats  could 
not  lie  in  safety  in  any  part  of  the  narrows  unless  Wilmington  Island 
were  occupied  in  force,  on  account  of  the  advantages  it  possesses  for 
constructing  masked  batteries  and  the  protection  it  affords  to  riflemen 
and  skirmishers. 

In  the  event  of  my  arriving  at  an  unfavorable  conclusion  in  respect 
to  the  naval  occupation  of  this  passage,  you  directed  me  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  placing  in  it  some  obstructions  which  would  render  it 
useless  to  the  enemy.  In  this  respect  he  has  anticipated  our  wishes; 
but  the  obstructions  can  be  removed  hereafter  if  desirable. 

During  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  Colonel  Rosa,  commanding  at 
Tybee,  sent  an  aid  to  me  with  an  offer  of  additional  troops.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  act  of  courtesy  and  dis¬ 
play  of  public  spirit. 

While  all  communication  between  Captain  John  Rodgers,  in  Wright’s 
River,  and  myself,  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  by  means  of  navy  signals, 
was  very  difficult  or  wholly  impossible,  the  communication  with  army 
signals  was  easy  and  perfect.  I  recommend,  therefore,  their  use  in  the 
unveil  service. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  has  been,  as  always,  entirely 
satisfactory.  My  special  acknowledgments  are  due  to  General  Wright 
for  prompt  and  efficient  services  voluntarily  given;  and  to  Commander 
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O.  E.  P.  Eodg'ers,  whose  zeal  in  the  public  service  and  superior  ability 
render  his  aid,  wherever  directed,  a  most  valuable  accession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  Davis, 

Fleet  Captain,  South  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  means  for  landing  troops. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps,  January  26,  1662. 

Commodore:  In  consequence  of  the  wants  of  this  depot  and  the 
number  of  boats  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  send  to  Wall’s  Cut,  it  is 
my  duty  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  land  forces  of 
the  expedition  to  cooperate  with  Captain  Davis  with  any  means  of 
landing  whatever.  The  landing  of  our  troops,  therefore,  must  rest 
with  the  Navy,  if  they  are  to  be  landed.  I  know  of  no  other  resource, 
and  it  must  rest  with  yon  to  say  whether  it  can  be  done  or  not.  I  regret 
this  want  of  means  on  onr  part,  but  the  boats  I  have  had  ordered  here 
have  not  arrived. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Squadron,  etc. 


Letter  of  thanks  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Rosa,  TJ.  S.  Army,  for  offer 

of  assistance. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 

Colonel  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  Captain  Davis,  fleet  captain 
of  iny  squadron,  that  during  the  affair  between  the  gunboats  under  his 
command  and  the  flotilla  of  Commodore  Tattnall,  you  sent  one  of  your 
aids  to  him  with  an  offer  of  assistance. 

I  beg,  colonel,  that  you  will  accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  this  act 
of  military  courtesy,  and  also  that  you  will  believe  that  this  new  man¬ 
ifestation  of  the  cordial  spirit  of  fellowship  which  has  uniformly 
existed  between  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  and  their 
companions  in  arms  on  shore  affords  me  great  gratification. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 


Colonel  Eudolph  Eosa, 

46th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  F.,  Comdg. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Military  Forces  at  Tybee. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  29,  1862. 
Cai  iain.  In  pui suance  ot  the  instructions  of  the  general  command¬ 
ing,  dated  on  the  -Hst  and  2oth  instant,  I  proceeded  on  the  morning  of 
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the  26th,  with  the  transports  carrying  my  command,  in  company  with 
the  gunboats,  to  W assaw  Sound,  Georgia,  where  we  arrived  and  anchored 
about  2  o’clock  the  same  day.  The  naval  portion  of  the  expedition, 
commanded  by  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  II.  S.  Navy,  was  composed 
of  the  gunboats  Ottawa ,  Captain  T.  H.  Stevens;  the  Seneca ,  Captain 
Ammen;  the  Isaac  Smith ,  Captain  Nicholson;  the  Potomslca ,  Captain 
Watmough;  the  Ellen,  Captain  Budd;  the  Western  World,  Captain 
Gregory,  and  two  armed  launches,  with  their  crews,  from  the  Wabash, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

It  was  arranged  between  Captain  Davis  and  myselt  that  two 
companies  of  troops  should  be  placed  on  board  the  gunboats,  and  that 
the  latter  should  proceed  to  reconnoiter  the  passage  known  on  our 
maps  as  Wilmington  Narrows.  Accordingly  the  next  morning,  the 
troops  having  been  taken  on  board,  the  gunboats  proceeded  up  the 
narrows,  leaving  the  transports  at  anchor  in  the  sound.  I  accompanied 
Captain  Davis  in  the  Ottawa.  No  obstruction  to  our  progress  was  met 
with,  or  any  sigus  of  an  enemy  discovered,  before  reaching  a  position 
in  the  narrows  between  the  plantations  marked  on  our  sketches  as 
Screven’s  and  Gibson’s.  At  this  point  the  passage  forks,  and  it-  was 
discovered  that  the  one  leading  to  the  right  was  obstructed  by  a  double 
line  of  piling  of  heavy  timber,  near  which  we  anchored. 

Soon  after  anchoring  I  went  on  shore  with  Captain  Rodgers,  of  the 
Navy,  to  examine  the  lower  of  the  three  plantations,  taking  with  us,  to 
cover  the  landing,  the  two  large  launches,  each  carrying  a  boat  how¬ 
itzer,  and  to  serve  as  skirmishers  after  landing,  20  men  from  the  troops 
were  taken  to  act  in  connection  with  the  launches’  crews,  which  were 
armed  with  rifles.  The  place  was  found  to  be  utterly  deserted,  with  no 
evidence  of  its  having  been  occupied  for  weeks  and  perhaps  months. 
All  the  movable  property  of  every  description  had  been  carried  off'.  No 
signs  of  life  were  visible.  Soon  after  our  return  on  board,  however,  a 
party  of  some  five  or  six  men  were  seen  from  one  of  the  gunboats,  who 
were  dispersed  by  a  shot  from  the  vessel. 

The  following  morning,  the  28th,  1  started  in  a  small  boat  with 
Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  the  Wabash,  temporarily  with  the  launches,  to 
examine  the  narrows  above  the  piles.  Lieutenant  Barnes  had  been 
over  the  same  ground  the  evening  before,  with  the  black  pilot,  Isaac,  to 
a  point  which  the  latter  represented  as  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
entrance  into  St.  Augustine  Creek.  We  proceeded  a  little  farther  only, 
as  we  came  to  fast  land,  where  it  was  probable  that  pickets,  would  be 
stationed,  and,  as  we  confidently  believed,  close  to  the  junction  of  the 
two  creeks.  The  banks  up  to  this  point  were  of  soft  mud,  rendering  it 
impracticable  to  land,  and  overgrown  with  high  grass,  which  made  it 
difficult  to  see  the  surrounding  country.  We  took  carefully  the  bear¬ 
ings  of  the  different  reaches  of  the  creek,  and,  as  often  as  we  could  see 
them,  of  surrounding  objects.  The  soundings  nowhere  showed  a  less 
depth  of  water  than  20  feet,  and  the  width  is  sufficient  for  any  of  the 
gunboats.  The  piling  above  referred  to  was  therefore  the  only  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  the  gunboats  so  for  as  we  penetrated,  and  this  it  is  no 

doubt  practicable  to  remove.  .  , 

Just  as  we  were  preparing  to  return  we  perceived  the  rebel  gunboats, 
five  in  number,  coming  down  from  Savannah,  and  soon  after  reaching 
our  vessels  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  within  the  Savannah  River.  Our 
gunboats  at  once  opened  fire,  as  did  those  under  the  command  ot 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Savannah  River,  lhe 
leading  rebel  boat,  bearing  a  flag-officer’s  pennant,  was  soon  apparently 
quite  disabled,  and  turning  back,  made  her  way  slowly  to  Savannah m 
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company  with  one  of  the  others.  The  remaining  three  proceeded  on 
to  Fort  Pulaski.  All  were  represented  to  have  had  barges  m  tow. 
In  the  afternoon,  while  Captain  Rodgers  and  myself  were  on  shore  at 
the  plantation  of  Screven  and  Gibson,  the  three  rebel  boats  last 
referred  to  returned  up  the  river,  and  the  firing  recommenced,  but  the 
boats  got  past  apparently  without  serious  damage  and  reached  Savan¬ 
nah.  This  firing,  though  no  part  of  the  plan,  was  very  instructive  in 
connection  with  any  project  for  cutting  oft  Fort  Pulaski  by  batteries  on 
Wilmington  Island  or  by  gunboats  lying  at  or  below  the  obstructions. 
It  showed  conclusively  to  my  mind  that  steamers  might  run  the  gantlet 
not  without  danger,  but  without  any  serious  risk,  even  under  so  heavy 
and  well-directed  a  fire  as  that  delivered  by  our  gunboats.  The  posi¬ 
tion  from  which  to  cut  off  communication  between  the  fort  and  Savan¬ 
nah  by  way  of  the  river  must  therefore  be  sought  higher  up. 

The  plat  of  the  courses  of  the  stream  would  indicate  that  it  empties 
directly  into  the  Savannah  River,  and  not  into  St.  Augustine  Creek, 
as  had  been  supposed,  and  other  circumstances  would  seem  to  confirm 
this  conclusion,  though  contrary  to  some  of  the  evidence  obtained. 
However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  stream  we  followed 
gradually  approaches  the  river,  from  which  it  can  be  separated  only  by 
a  narrow  strip  of  marsh  at  the  point  reached  by  ns  in  the  boat.  A 
position  might  therefore  be  taken  up  by  the  gunboats,  after  removing 
the  obstructions,  from  which  the  river  might  be  commanded,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  headland  alluded  to  as  just  above  the  point 
reached  by  us  would  permit  the  establishment  of  a  battery  which  would 
command  both  the  St.  Augustine  Creek  and  the  Savannah  River. 

Wilmington  Island,  as  a  simple  military  position,  is,  in  my  judgment, 
of  no  importance  whatever,  and  any  troops  landed  there  could  be  of  no 
real  service.  But  should  it  be  decided  to  cut  off  all  communication  by 
the  Savannah  River,  either  by  gunboats  stationed  above  or  by  the 
establishment  of  the  battery  alluded  to,  or  by  both,  then  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  island  becomes  a  matter  of  high  importance,  as  in  this  way 
only  can  the  line  of  communication  with  our  base  be  kept  open.  Should 
it  therefore  be  decided  to  intercept  the  river  communication  in  this 
way,  or  to  use  the  passage  in  any  ulterior  movements  on  Savannah,  I 
would  recommend  the  occupation  of  the  island  in  force,  otherwise  not. 
The  portion  of  the  island  above  Gibson’s  is  marshy  for  li  to  2  miles 
back  from  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  therefore  no  battery  could,  I 
think,  be  established  by  the  enemy  at  any  point  above  Gibson’s  which 
could  seriously  annoy  our  gunboats.  The  portion  of  the  island  below 
the  plantation  is  also  marshy. 

Having  made  the  reconnaissance  as  above  detailed,  the  gunboats 
returned  to  W  assaw  Sound,  and  after  consultation  with  Captain  Davis, 
whose  orders  required  him  to  return  and  report,  I  thought  it  best  to 
return  with  him  and  report  in  person.  I  accordingly  arrived  here  in  the 
Ottawa  just  before  sunset  this  evening,  leaving  the  transports  and  the 
three  other  gunboats  at  anchor  in  the  sound.  I  should  have  stated  our 

nearest  approach  to  Fort  Pulaski  was  within  long  range — say  2  miles _ 

while  the  distance  from  the  fort  to  our  anchorage  near  the  obstructions 
was  much  greater  and  entirely  beyond  range. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Ktped'y  Corps,  Hilton  Head ,  8.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -  Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  a  nnouncing  the  departure  from  St.  John ,  New  Brunswick ,  of  the 
schooner  Success. 

Navy  Department,  January  27 ,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  consul  at  St.John,  New  Brunswick,  telegraphs  to 
the  Department  that  schooner  Success ,  81  tons,  lias  cleared  for  Nassau, 
and  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  some  point  on  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  coast  between  the  4th  and  8th  of  February. 

The  small  steamers  of  your  squadron  which  require  repairs,  that  are 
not  heavy,  and  can  be  effected  without  their  going  to  a  navy  yard,  had 
better  be  sent  to  Baltimore.  Carpenter  J.  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  is 
stationed  there  to  place  the  vessels  in  the  hands  of  proper  parties  and 
to  give  his  attention  to  the  repairs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Purviance ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence  to  proceed  north  for  sup¬ 
plies. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  without  unnecessary  delay  with  the 
St.  Lawrence  under  your  command  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for  a  renewal 
of  your  supplies. 

Such  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  in  this 
squadron  you  will  please  deliver  on  my  order;  of  the  latter  you  will 
retain  one  month’s  supply. 

Kespectfully,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer 

Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Laivrence,  Port  Royal. 

Note. — Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  at  Hampton 
Roads,  the  above  order  [is]  so  far  modified  that  you  will  proceed  to 
New  York  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Paulding,  commanding  U.  S. 
Naval  Station,  New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  assignment  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless  to  his 
command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  armed  bark  Restless ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Edward  Conroy,  commanding,  for  blockade  duty. 

Please  dispose  of  her  to  the  best  advantage,  and  it  you  deem  it  advisa¬ 
ble  she  may  proceed  to  Bull’s  Bay,  or  relieve  the  Roebuck  off  Charleston, 
if  it  should  be  necessary  that  the  latter  return  to  this  port. 
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The  Penguin  will  leave  here  to-morrow 
Conroy  with  a  list  of  suspected  vessels. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


Please  furnish  Captain 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Conroy ,  U.  IS.  Navy ,  commanding  XT.  S.  baric  Restle.su,  to  p>  oceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir-  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  armed  bark  Restless  under 
your  command  off  Charleston  Bar  and  report  to  Commander  1  arrott, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  for  blockading  duty. 

Enclosed  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration.  Commander 
Parrott  will  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  suspected  vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  Tv  „ 

1  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  Conroy, 

Armed  Bark  Restless ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Nickels,  IT.  S'.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Onward  to  proceed  to  the 
blockade  off  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  armed  sailing  vessel  Onward 
under  your  command  to  the  blockade*  ot  St.  Simon’s,  cruising  between 
that  point  and  Fernaudina,  communicating  with  Commander  Le  Roy, 
of  the  Keystone  State,  off  Fernaudina,  and  with  Lieutenant  Commanding 
McCauley,  of  the  Flag,  off  St.'  Simon’s,  receiving  from  either  or  both  of 
these  officers  such  information  as  might  be  desirable  in  the  execution 
of  your  duties. 

Enclosed  herewith  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Off  cer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  the  Onward,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


.Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit¬ 
ting  consular  information  regarding  the  arrival  of  blockade  runners  at 
Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Janary  28,  1862. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  two  dispatches,  dated, 
respectively,  -January  ID  and  20,  received  to  day  from  the  (J.  S.  consul 
at  Nassau  (New  Providence). 
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The  Department  regrets  to  notice  tlie  continued  infraction  of  the 
blockade  by  (he  vessels  of  the  insurgents  through  the  apparent  negli¬ 
gence  or  inattention  of  the  officers  of  the  blockading  squadron. 

The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  specially  invited  to  the 
statement  of  Consul  Whiting  respecting  Captain  Temple. 

1  will  thank  you  to  return  the  dispatches  when  you  have  made  such 
use  of  them  as  you  think  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  (Seward. 

Hon.  (f.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  January  19,  \1862]. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  departure  this  morning 
of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau,  Temple,  commanding,  for  Port  .Royal, 
S.  C. 

While  I  am  writing,  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina  (now  Kate),  Lock- 
wood,  master,  which  arrived  yesterday  from  Charleston,  is  lying  along¬ 
side  of  the  ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  taking  on  board  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  destined  for  the  rebel  States. 

The  Isabel ,  or  Ella  Warley,  took  part  of  the  same  ship’s  cargo  some 
weeks  since  (and  has  safely  reached  Charleston)  while  the  Flambeau  was 
lying  here. 

The  Gladiator,  steamer,  is  also  transshipping  her  arms,  1  am  told,  at 
Cochrane  Anchorage,  10  miles  from  Nassau. 

The  Carolina,  while  coming  up  this  harbor  yesterday,  ran  between 
the  Eliza  Bonsall  and  the  Flambeau,  and  dipped  her  colors  (rebel)  to 
the  Confederate  ally;  and  Captain  Temple  said  in  this  consulate,  and 
in  the  presence  of  several  American  captains,  that  “had  he  seen  it  he 
would  have  answered  the  salute.”  Dip  the  stars  and  stripes  to  the 
rebel  rag!  I  told  him  that  T  would  sooner  hack  my  hand  off  than  be 
guilty  of  such  an  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


IT.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on  the 
14th  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau,  Temple,  commander,  from 
Key  West,  Fla.;  all  well. 

I  can  not  but  think  that,  with  proper  management,  the  rebel  steamers 
Isabel  and  Gordon,  which  are  reported  to  have  run  the  blockade,  might 
have  easily  been  captured,  as  they  were  both  lying  here,  ready  for  sea, 
when  the  Flambeau  left  for  Key  West. 

The  capture  of  one  or  both  of  these  vessels  would  have  been  a  trench¬ 
ant  blow  to  Bahama  secession. 

The  British  steamer  Gladiator  is  lying  10  miles  from  Nassau,  at  the 
Cochrane  Anchorage,  where  she  has  been  for  a  week.  She  is  far  removed 
from  my  espionage,  and  might  transship  her  cargo  with  little  risk  ot 
detection,  though  I  am  Avatching  her  as  closely  as  1  can. 
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The  rebel  schooner  Garibaldi  arrived  here  on  the  10th  instant  with 
turpentine,  from  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  fast  steamer  (rebel)  Carolina  came  in  direct 
from  Charleston,  with  the  secession  rag  displayed  at  her  peak. 

She  has  come  for  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Eliza  Bon- 
sall ,  and  brings  a  fall  load  of  cotton  to  complete  that  vessel’s  lading 
for  Europe. 

We  do  not  need  descendants  of  English  nobility  now  to  command 
our  steamers  and  gunboats  as  much  as  we  do  good,  loyal,  vigilant 
seamen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Better  from  Brigadier-  Genera  I  Sherman ,  l  .  S.  Navy ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reported  lack  of  water  at  Fort 
Pulaski. 


January  29,  1862. 


Commodore:  If  you  can  be  ready  by  12:30  o’clock,  I  think  we  will 
go  then,  or  any  other  hour  you  may  set. 

A  deserter  came  in  from  Pulaski  last  evening  and  reports  six  months’ 
provisions  there,  but  no  water;  says  General  Lee  went  down  there  yes¬ 
terday  to  inspect  and  was  left  in  the  work. 

Yours,  truly, 


T.  W.  Sherman, 
Briga  dier- G  eneral. 


Report  of  Commander  Marcliand ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
James  Adger ,  regarding  the  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  January  31 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  is  in  all  respects 
ready  for  sea. 

The  small  amount  of  coal  here  has  prevented  our  tilling  the  bunkers; 
there  are  205  tons  on  board. 

From  experience,  we  have  thirteen  days’  fuel  for  blockading  purposes. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander . 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  restricting  inter¬ 
course  between  the  United  States  vessels  and  the  plantations  in  their 
vicinity. 

General  Orders,  \  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  7.  )  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  1 ,  1862. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  attached  to  this  squadron 
'"’ill  give  special  attention  to  all  intercourse  between  the  men  under 
their  command  and  the  various  plantations  in  their  vicinity. 
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No  stock  or  provisions  of  any  kind  must  be  taken  without  paying  a 
fair  price  for  the  same  to  the  negroes. 

No  boat  from  any  ot  the  ships  of  the  squadron  can  be  permitted  to 
land  anywhere  but  at  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head  without  a  pass  from 
the  tleet  captain. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  under  his 

command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  February  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  storeships  Courier ,  Release , 
and  Relief  are  now  at  this  port,  but  the  Relief  will  leave  early  to-mor¬ 
row  for  New  York.  The  storeship  Supply  has  never  been  at  Port  Royal. 

The  IT.  S.  steamers  Crusader ,  Flambeau,  Norwich,  Keystone  s  State, 
Western  World,  Sumpter,  and  the  armed  sailing  vessels  Restless  and  - 
Onward  have  also  joined  this  squadron  and  are  engaged  in  blockading 
duty. 

Hereafter  1  shall  not  fail  to  report  regularly  the  arrival  of  vessels  on 
the  station  under  my  command,  which  heretofore,  in  the  case  of  the 
storeships,  has  been  unconsciously  overlooked. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Manton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  storeship  Relief,  to  return  to 
New  York. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  2,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Relief  having  delivered  her  stores  at  this  port  to  the 
squadron,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  to  New  York,  and  on  your 
arrival  there  report  yourself  to  the  flag-officer  commanding  the  U.  S. 
Naval  station,  New  York. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer.  ■ 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  D.  Manton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Relief,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Truxtun , 
[T.  S.  Navy,  promising  a  steamer  for  the  use  of  the  latter. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  3 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  February  2,  giving  the 
information  that  the  enemy  appear  to  be  gaining  confidence,  and  have 
returned  to  South  Edisto  Island  and  Governor  Aiken’s  plantation. 
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I  will  send  vou  a  steamer  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  one.  I  am  gratified 
t„  And  that  y^u  are  all  diligence  and  zeal  in  watch, ng  the  move- 

ments  of  tlie  enemy. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  g_  p  Du  FqhTj 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Sloop  Dale. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parrott  U.  S. 
Navy,  urging  vigilance  in  the  maintenance  of  the  blockade  of  Char  lesion , 

S  C 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  3,  1862. 


Sir-  I  send  tlie  TJ.  S.  S.  Sumpter ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison, 
to  Charleston  for  blockading  duty.  You  will  please  send  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  to  this  port  immediately.  ,  _  w,  .  T, 

Is  there  any  probability  of  running  the  .blockade  at  Lull  s  Bay  !  it 

so,  try  to  send  a  vessel  there.  „ 

Please  furnish  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison  with  a  list  ot  sus¬ 
pected  vessels,  and  add  thereto  the  schooner  Success ,  which  has  cleared 
from  St.  John’s  for  Nassau  and  will  be  off  the  coast  between  the  4th 


and  8th  of  this  month.  . 

I  will  send  you  another  vessel  soon.  Please  use  the  utmost  vigilance 
in  maintaining  the  blockade,  as  I  am  much  pressed  by  the  Department 
on  this  subject  for  fear  of  foreign  complications. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  E  G.  PARROTT, 

TJ,  S.  S.  Augusta ,  Comdg.  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pattison,  V.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  to  report  for  duty  off  Charleston, 


S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  IX.  S.  S.  Sumpter  under  your 
command  to-morrow  morning  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander 
Parrott  for  blockading  duty. 

Enclosed  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration.  Captain  Parrott 
will  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  vessels  suspected  of  the  intention  to  run 
the  blockade. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison, 

U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston , 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  on  that  station. 

IT.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  February  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  to  Port  Royal  the  Pocahontas ,  in  compliance  with  your 
instructions  just  received  by  the  Sumpter. 

1  have  sent  the  Restless  to  blockade  Bull’s  Bay,  as  the  supplies  of 
the  Roebuck  will  enable  her  to  remain  here  until  some  time  in  March. 

We  are  all  doing  our  best  to  “maintain  the  blockade.’  The  other 
vessel  which  you  propose  sending  me  will,  1  think,  make  the  number 
quite  -sufficient,  at  least  until  we  have  evidence  ot  the  use  again  by  the 
insurgents  of  the  southern  channels.  1  purpose  anchoring  her  to  the 
southward  and  inshore  of  the  Roebuck. 

I  have  discovered  no  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  The  French  man- 
of-war  dispatch  vessel  Renaudin,  from  Havana,  anchored  hereon  the 
21st  ultimo.  She  asked  permission  to  communicate  with  the  French 
consul  and  enquired  if  she  would  be  allowed  to  visit  Port  Itoyal.  I 
answered  in  the  affirmative  in  both  cases,  but,  the  late  gale  coming  on, 
she  left  without  communicating.  As  she  resembled  very  much  the 
privateer  Sumter ,  1  took  measures  to  identify  her  with  certainty. 

About  300  infantry  and  a  company  of  cavalry  are  often  seen  drilling 
near  Fort  Moultrie.  To-day  three  small  steamers  were  employed  m 
conveying  troops  from  Fort  Sumter  to  the  city.  They  may  be  intended 
for  reinforcements  for  Savannah. 

A  steam  tug  and  a  pilot  boat  have  several  times  stood  down  the 
main  ship  channel  along  Morris  Island  and  sent  out  boats  to  sound, 
keeping  out  of  range.  But  as  these  demonstrations  were  conducted 
with  ostentation  and  firing  of  guns,  I  have  considered  them  a  ruse  to 
draw  off  our  ships  from  the  observation  of  the  northern  channels. 

As  we  have  had  little  occasion  to  move  lately,  1  think  our  coal  will 

still  last  some  eight  days. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  [E.  G.  Parrott,] 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
forwarding  consular  information  regarding  the  Confederate  ship  11  tr- 

t ember  g. 


Navy  Department,  February  5, 1862. 


Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  the  17th  ultimo,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  relative  to  the  ship  Wirtemberg ,  then  lying 

at  Sunderland.  , 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  1  ■  Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 


,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool ,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  information  contained  in  my  last,  that  two 
cases  of  rifled  cannon  had  been  sent  by  Fawcett  &  Preston,  ot  this 
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town,  to  Sunderland,  I  have  further  to  inform  you  that  they  arrived  at 
their  destination  and  were  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Loring. 

The  vice-consul  also  states  that  there  was  a  Southern  ship  lying  at 
Sunderland  called  the  Wirtemberg ,  which  had  come  there  from  London 
without  papers.  I  find  by  the  records  of  this  office  that  the  ship  n  it- 
temberg  was  here  in  November,  1860;  was  registered  at  New  Orleans, 
and  owned  by  persons  residing  there,  and  Taylor  &  Merrick,  of  New 

York,  839  tons.  , 

Large  quantities  of  muskets  are  being  constantly  sent  to  Africa.  1 
notice  that  a  great  many  rifles  go  also.  It  would  not  be  an  improbable 
thing  for  Southern  agents  to  connect  at  some  point  and  transship  them 
to  the  South. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  H.  Dudley, 

U.  8.  Consul. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Ehind,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  proposed  occupation  of  North  Edisto ,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boyal  Harbor ,  February  5, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  tile  mail  for  the  Crusader.  Owing  to  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  have  not  been  able  to  send  another  vessel  to  North 
Edisto,  but  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so  it  shall  be  done. 

In  the  meantime  I  desire  that  you  will  keep  a  close  watch  upon  all 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  inform  me  of  the  condition  of  the  con¬ 
trabands  of  the  colony  on  Botany  Bay  Island. 

The  possession  of  North  Edisto  is  of  great  importance,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  commanding  general  will,  in  a 
short  time,  send  a  regiment  there  for  future  joint  operations. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Ehind, 

Commanding  U.  8:  S.  Crusader. 


Flag-Officer. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Mars,  of  Fernandina ,  Fla.,  February  5, 

1862.  ‘ 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 

* 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Amelia  Island  Light-House, 

N.  W.  £  w.,-6i  OR  7  MILES  DISTANT, 

Lat.  30°  07'  N.,  Long.  81°  22'  W.,  Wednesday,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  making  a  schooner  close  into  the  land  to  the 
southward  of  Fernandina  this  morning  at  8  o’clock,  beating  up  toward 
Fernandina,  and  on  nearing  and  firing  a  gun  she  hove  about  and  stood 
toward  me,  hoisting  British  colors.  When  she  hove  about  she  was 
within  1  or  2  miles  of  the  beach,  and  on  boarding  her  she  proved  to  be 
the  British  schooner  Mars,  of  and  for  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia],  from 
Inagua,  laden  with  salt.  Crew;  six  in  number,  with  one  passenger, 
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Mr.  Palmer  Thomas.  Regarding'  the  proximity  of  the  Mars  to  an  insur¬ 
rectionary  port  as  very  suspicious,  and  her  master  stating  he  was  bound 
to  Halifax,  1  had  him  brought  on  board,  when  he  produced  a  letter  from 
his  owner  directing  him  to  proceed  to  the  westward  and  communicate 
with  some  of  the  blockading  vessels  and  ascertain  if  two  Southern 
ports  had  been  opened  to  foreign  trade.  I  thought  it  advisable  to  put 
an  officer  (Acting  Master  Redman)  and  several  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel 
on  board  the  Mars  and  refer  her  captain  (he  retaining  command  of  his 
vessel)  to  yourself  for  the  desired  information,  believing  the  letter  and 
orders  a  subterfuge  in  the  event  of  falling  in  with  one  of  our  cruisers. 
1  have  nothing  of  further  interest  to  report.  The  Mars  being  the  only- 
vessel  I  have  seen  off  this  station,  I  trust  my  course  with  the  Mars  will 
meet  with  your  approval.  I  am  in  hopes  to  be  enabled  to  make  my 
coal  hold  out  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Le  Roy. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Dupont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  copy  of  charter  party. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  9 ,  18(12. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  of  February  Com¬ 
mander  Le  Roy,  of  the  Keystone  State ,  captured  the  British  schooner 
Mars  off  Feruandina,  laden  with  salt. 

'  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  her  charter  party,  which  sufficiently 
indicates  her  intention  of  running  the  blockade. 

She  has  been  sent  to  New  York  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  C. 
Redman,  of  the  Keystone  State,  who  has  orders  to  deliver  the  papers 
and  crew  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners  of  New  York. 

Some  money  was  found  on  board,  consisting  of  notes  on  banks  ot 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  amounting  to  153;  of  certificates  of  deposit 
in  the  Mechanics’  Loan  and  Saving  Association,  of  Savannah,  from  5 
cents  to  50  cents,  amounting  to  $G.25;  of  English  silver,  consisting  of 
1  English  shilling,  10  English  sixpence,  42  English  threepence,  2  Eng¬ 
lish  one-and-a-half  pence,  and  1  dime  and  1  half  dime  of  American 
money. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers,  etc.,  on  board  the  Keystone  State  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to" dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  Walks  Cut,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  dispatch  the  gun¬ 
boat  Seneca,  without  delay,  to  report  to  Commander  John  Rodgers  at 
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Wall’s  Cut  or  Jones  Island  (Savannah  River),  in  case  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Ammen  has  a  pilot  on  board  who  can  carry  him  there,  through 
Tybee  Road  and  Calibogue  Sound,  in  which  case  he  will  report  in  pass¬ 
ing  to  Commander  Drayton  by  hail.  . 

If  without  such  pilot,  he  will  repair  immediately  to  this  anchorage 


and  report  to  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Commander  J.  P.  Gtllis, 

V.  S.  8.  Seminole ,  Wassaw  Sound. 


Confidential.— I  desire  you  to  inform  me  what  force  will  be  sufficient 
to  guard  Wassaw  Inlet  [Sound]  against  any  attempt  of  Commander 
Tattnall  to  convoy  Fingal  to. sea  during  a  temporary  absence  of  a  part 
of  the  present  force. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  probable  strength  of  the  enemy  at 
Fdisto ,  S.  C. 

-  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  February  8, 1862. 
General:  I  send  the  report  just  received  from  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  at  Edisto,  which  I  thought  you  would  like  to  see.  The  officer  oft' 
Stono  reports  the  forts  considerable  there,  as  we  knew,  and  from  the 
number  of  houses  thinks  there  are  large  garrisons  about. 

General,  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  you.-  Can  not  the  Baltic  remain  until 
Monday  morning?  It  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  me  to  clear  up 
my  decks  before  leaving  for  No.  2. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  battery  in  St.  Augustine  Greek ,  Georgia. 


February  8, 1862. 

Commodore  :  1  will  order  the  Baltic  to  remain  until  Monday. 

Much  obliged  for  Rhind’s  report,  and  will  return  it  to-morrow. 

The  Star  of  the  South  went  by  accident  (only  think  of  it)  to  Wassaw, 
where  I  am  very  willing  for  her  to  be,  but  the  Ben  De  Ford  will  start 
for  North  Edisto  to-morrow  forenoon. 

They  telegraph  from  Daufuskie  this  morning  that  the  ‘‘gunboats 
found  a  rebel  battery  at  St.  Augustine  Creek.”  First  intimation  I  have 
had  of  their  being  in  the  river,  and  hardly  believe  it  is  so. 

Very  truly, 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


T.  W.  Sherman. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman, 
JJ.  IS.  Navy ,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  South  Carolina ,  February  9 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Bienville  under  your  command 
off  Fernandina  and  St.  Augustine  for  blockading  duty. 

I  am  induced  to  send  you  principally  in  consequence  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  the  enclosed  extract  from  a  communication  made 
to  me  by  Consul-General  Shufeldt,  at  Havana,  under  date  of  the  tth 

instant. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  C.  Steedman,  U.  S.^Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8. 


8.  Bienville ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Upton ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  storesliip  Release,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  blockade  duty  in  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Release  under  your  command 
to  Wassaw  Inlet  [Sound]  and  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Semi¬ 
nole ,  for  blockading  duty  in  that  harbor. 

Mr.  Godfrey,  the  pilot,  will  go  down  with  you,  to  return  in  the  I  otom- 

ska.  You  will  please  see  to. this. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  s.  p  ^  poMTj 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Storesliip  Release,  7  ort  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U  S. 
Navy,  regarding' orders  issued  to  the  U.  8.  storesliip  Release  to  gam  Ins 

command. 

Flagship  W  abash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 
utt,  .  1  Lave  received  your  several  communications  of  23d  January 
and  ?tii  February!  The  accompanying  reports  will  be  forwarded  to  the 

^  Idle  ^storesliip  farmed)  Release  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  block¬ 
ading  duty.  Please  give  her  a  secure  station  and  at  the  same  time  one 
that  will  make  her  somewhat  imposing,  to  be  looked  out  for,  liowevei, 
by  the  steamers  in  the  harbor.  Please  send  up  th ePotomska  and  Mr. 
Godfrey,  the  pilot,  who  goes  in  the  Release ,  by  her.  \  on  said  the  former 

"  'You 1  can  ^enT  th e  sergeant  of  marines  and  firemen  of  your  vessel, 
unless  they  are  willing  to  remain. 
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Be  careful  about  the  accounts,  as  I  am  coustautly  pressed  by  the 
Department  on  this  subject. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Inlet. 

P.  S.— I  have  just  understood  that  there  is  a  12-pounder  rifle  howitzer 
ou  board  the  Ellen.  Please  have  it  transferred  to  the  Release  with  the 
proper  ammunition. 


letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S. 
Navy,  acknowledging  report  regarding  the  occupation  of  Edisto ,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  €.,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  your  interesting  report  of  the  7th  instant  on  your  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  waters  of  Edisto,  and  am  much  pleased  with  the  energy 
of  your  supervision  there. 

A  regiment  leaves  early  in  the  morning  for  a  military  occupation. 
Ou  which  point  they  will  land  I  have  not  been  informed.  So  far  the 
cooperation  and  harmony  existing  between  the  two  arms  of  the  service 
have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  kept  up  so  far  as 
depends  upon  yourself. 

I  sent  your  dispatch  to  the  commanding  general,  who  kept  it  a  couple 
of  days,  and  I  presume  it  assisted  him  in  deciding  where  his  force  should 
be  placed. 

1  am  pleased  to  And  that  you  are  giving  proper  and  kind  attention  to 
the  contrabands.  I  will  see  the  general  as  to  removing  them  from 
Botany  Bay  Island. 

Wherever  the  enemy  occupy  houses  for  resort  or  picket  you  are  right 
in  shelling  them  out  and,  if  need  be,  burning  down  the  buildings;  but 
except  from  a  military  necessity  I  recommend  sparing  private  property. 

1  regret  your  vessel  is  so  unsuited  by  her  draft  for  her  service.  I  hope 
soon  to  send  you  a  rifle  gun,  and  have  sent  to-night  on  board  the  store- 
ship  to  see  if  I  can  not  get  tor  you  a  boat  which  will  carry  a  12-pound 
howitzer. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  send  you  the  10- second  shell. 

Captain  Boutelle  goes  to  pilot  in  the  transport  and  to  buoy  out  the 
channel  and  make  sailing  directions  for  Edisto.  He  has  a  topograph¬ 
ical  chart  ot  the  district,  which  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  consult¬ 
ing.  I  regret  I  have  not  one  to  send  you. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.-  Crusader, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

North  Edisto. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs 

pertaining  to  Ms  command. 


Private  and  confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  last  unofficial  letter  came  safely ;  many  thank 

for  it.  1  like  to  glean  from  sucii  a  little  of  the  inside  tone  and  tempe 
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of  the  Department.  I  need  hardly  add  how  much  1  sympathize  in  the 
tremendous  calls  upon  you,  and  what  a  hard  master  our  public  is  to 
serve.  The  best  way  is  not  to  think  too  much  of  what  will  please  it, 
but  to  think  of  what  is  best,  and  what  is-duty.  Now,  for  a  few  jottings, 
as  you  term  them. 

1st.  We  are  stinted  in  coal  and  ammunition,  and  1  am  indebted  1,000 
tons  to  General  Sherman. 

2d  I  am  anxious  about  the  Vermont.  You  left  too  many  tanks  in 
her;  10,000  gallons  as  a  reservoir  would  have  been  sufficient.  Tell  the 
officer  to  wait  outside  until  I  send  proper  pilots  and  choose  the  time  of 
tide.  I  am  sorry  you  gave  her  to  a  victim.  I  hope  you  are  not  going 
to  permit  women  to  come  along. 

3d.  Davis  will  leave  by  next  steamer,  or  very  soon;  as  soon  as  we  dis¬ 
pose  of  No.  2,  as  we  call  it,  though  I  think  our  press  has  prepared  for 
us  much  trouble  below. 

4th.  We  have  stirred  them  up  beyond  measure  here.  Robert  Lee 
and  Drayton  and  poor  old  Tattnall  and  Hartstene — the  latter  stationed 
up  a  tree  on  Colleton  Neck  to  watch  my  movements  —  have  all  been 
flying  about  like  moths  around  a  lamp. 

5th.  Seven  gunboats,  including  the  four  regulars,  are  trying  to  get 
in  Savannah  River  under  John  Rodgers,  guarding  the  soldiers  who  are 
putting  up  a  battery  on  Jones  Jslaud,  a  work  I  think  well  of,  except  for 
the  delay  and  the  absorption  of  my  force  in  guarding  troops.  Worst 
of  all,  I  must  have  my  regular  gunboats  and  regular  officers,  and  yet  to 
leave  only  volunteer  people  with  “  Western  Worlds ”  and  “ Merry  An¬ 
drews ”  makes  me  quake;  but  I  shall  be  absent  a  precious  short  time. 
The  weather  is  bad  and  unsettled  yet. 

6th.  The  return  of  /Savannah  and  ISt.  Lawrence,  I  think,  may  give  you 
aid;  the  crew  of  the  latter  would  do  to  send  to  Foote.  You  will  find 
in  history  not  many  generals  or  admirals  who  have  volunteered  to  part 
with  a  portion  of  their  force,  but  I  really  thought  these  ships  were 
wasted  here  and  1  brought  myself  up  to  the  scratch  of  remembering  that 
I  had  captured  Port  Royal  with  134  guns,  while  1  had  outside  some 
163  guns  belonging  to  my  command. 

In  this  connection  let  me  remind  you — not  to  complain,  but  to  keep 
myself  right — that  of  the  five  screw  frigates  1  have  one;  that  of  the  six 
first  class  sloops  I  have  not  one;  that  of  the  four  side  wheels  I  have 
one;  that  of  the  eight  second-class  sloops  (screws)  I  have  four, -but  two 
of  them  are  the  smallest  and  most  worthless  of  the  lot,  Pocahontas  and 
Seminole  (Balch  makes  up  a  great  deal,  it  is  true,  for  the  lamcuess  of 
the  former;  he  is  a  fine  and  brave  officer);  and  four  regular  gunboats. 
So  you  will  perceive  I  have  ten  built  men-of-war  in  my  squadron  (nine 
only,  in  fact,  for  the  Pocahontas  can  not  be  called  one).  Where  I  am 
going  I  can  not  but  feel  the  need  of  more  of  the  Mohican  class,  and  one 
of  the  Brooklyn  class,  at  least. 

7th.  Resignations  of  young  engineers  and  acting  masters  come  in 
occasionally.  I  dissuade  and  do  the  best  I  can.  The  Department’s 
orders  are  excellent  on  that  head,  and  I  listen  to  no  applications  for 
leave  of  absence. 

8th.  Dispatched  Bienville  yesterday  off  St.  Augustine,  in  addition  to 
Keystone  State,  to  watch  Miramon,  with  powder,  gone  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  renew  register.  Letter  about  her  yesterday  from 
Shufeldt. 

9th.  Take  care  about  changing  officers  or  withdrawing  them;  we  are 
very  low.  It  is  like  changing  front  before  an  enemy.  These  men 
should  be  relieved  aud  not  called  home. 
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10th.  Take  care  of  the  Academy.  Do  not  call  away  another  class,  or 
you  will  leave  it  an  A  B  C  school;  been  written  to  about  this. 

lltli.  Please  let  me  know  how  acting  masters  should  rank  when  they 
come  in  contact  with  midshipmen  acting  masters,  1  had  to  decide  a 
case  on  board  Flag  yesterday.  The  midshipman  acting  master  (\\  eid- 
inau)  is  a  superior  gunnery  and  drill  officer.  The  acting  master  (War¬ 
ren)  superior  as  a  seaman  and  in  date.  I  decided  on  the  merits  ot  the 
case  and  the  necessity  of  the  moment  and  gave  it  to  the  latter,  but  I  go 
for  putting  all  the  regular  officers  now  in  service  in  advance  of  the  out¬ 
side  appointments,  for  gunnery  is  more  than  seamanship  in  a  steam 

navy.  ,  . 

12th.  My  friend,  I  do  not  like  the  looks  ot  things  abroad  in  spite  of 
the  settlement.  So  soon  as  your  gunboats  and  present  steamers  are 
done,  we  shall  have  enough  for  this  rebellion.  The  nation  should  rouse 
itself  and  prepare  against  foreign  interference,  clad  ship,  etc.  Every 
man  should  live  on  one-lialf  his  means  for  five  years,  all  except  the  man 
who  labors  for  his  daily  food,  until  the  country  is  in  state  of  defense, 
and  I  would  show  John  B.ull  and  Johnny  Crapaud  whether  I  would  do 
what  I  pleased  with  our  own  harbors  by  closing  one  entrance  to  New 
York  and  rendering  the  other  impregnable,  and  so  on  along  the  coast. 
Our  independence  and  nationality  are  in  danger.  For  God’s  sake,  drop 
the  negro  question.  It  is  dying  of  inanition  without  any  necessity  to 
place  ourselves  legally  and  constitutionally  wrong,  thereby  offending 
our  weaker  brethren.  Let  us  save  the  country  first  from  enemies  within 
and  without; 

I  am  much  interested  in  the  contrabands  within  our  lines.  They  tell 
me  there  are  from  eight  to  ten  thousand.  They  are  daily  increasing 
at  Edisto,  and  I  have  induced  the  general  to  send  a  regiment  to 
Edisto.  I  look  for  great  work  there  when  we  get  through  with  No.  2. 

But  the  contraband  question  is  a  very  intricate  one;  how  to  employ 
them,  who  is  to  control,  what  positions  are  they  to  have,  what  authority 
to  be  given  those  who  work  them  ?  The  various  so-called  agents  who 
come  down  here— more  or  less  accredited — the  collectors  of  cotton,  col¬ 
lectors  of  negro  statistics,  the  people  of  God,  the  best  of  the  party  who 
want  to  establish  schools,  do  not  all  agree.  Then  we  have  the  philan¬ 
thropic  newspaper  correspondents,  whose  special  happiness  seems  to  be 
to  abuse  a  general,  who,  surrounded  with  extreme  difficulties,  is  doing 
his  best  to  overcome  them.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  while  the  most 
rabid  abolitionist  has  not  exaggerated  their  degraded  condition,  the 
transition  state  has  not  improved  it.  In  England  (I  hate  to  quote  her 
now  for  anything)  a  commission  would  be  appointed  by  Parliament  of 
wise,  unprejudiced,  disinterested,  and  practical  individuals  to  examine 
and  report. 

Governor  Fish  and  good  Bishop  Ames  had  better  be  sent  here  than 
on  a  very  doubtful  mission  to  Richmond. 

Do  not  mistake  from  my  using  the  word  u contraband”  the  relatively 
few  who  happen  to  be  employed  by  the  Government  and  the  negro  pop¬ 
ulation  on  the  plantations  who  are  without  work. 

Ihe  JIa>  tfm  d  called  and  passed  on,  but  Davis  will  post  you  up  about 
her.  Do  not  fail  to  ask  him. 

My  warm  regards  to  Mr.  Welles. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assisant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington 


S.  F.  Dir  Pont, 
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Letter  from  the  U.  8.  consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick ,  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy ,  regarding  the  schooners  Fair  Play  and  Success. 

Consulate  U.  S.  A., 

St.  John,  Near  Brunswick,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  a  small  English  schooner,  about 
60  tons  burden,  called  the  Fair  Play  (Thayer,  master),  cleared  from 
this  port  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  having  on  board  sundry  articles, 
in  part  contraband  of  war.  In  my  opinion  she  will  attempt  to  break 
the  blockade  off  coast  of  South  Carolina  or  Florida  between  the  24th 
and  28tli  February. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  schooner  Success, 
described  in  my  last  dispatch,  has  not  been  a  “success,”  but  that  after 
being  ten  days  out,  she  put  back  with  a  ruined  cargo  and  frost-bitten 
crew.  No  vessel  has  yet  succeeded  in  breaking  the  blockade  which 
has  sailed  from  this  port  since  my  arrival. 

With  high  consideration,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  Howard, 

#  U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  grounding  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning  a  boat  came  to  me  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Huron ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Downes,  bringing  information 
that  that  vessel  had  run  on  shore  about  2  miles  N.  E.  of  Cape  Domain 
light  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  (about  the  time  of  high  water). 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Downes’  letter. 

I  immediately  sent  the  Penguin  to  his  assistance,  with  an  extra  sup¬ 
ply  of  hawsers,  etc.,  and  wrote  that  I  considered  the  chances  of  an 
attack  upon  his  vessel  remote,  and  that  although  to  be  guarded  against, 
the  work  of  getting  afloat  should  not  be  embarrassed  by  them,  and 
that  the  sails  which  he  saw  were  probably  commercial,  engaged  in  the 
inland  coastwise  navigation.  His  position  is  nearly  in  the  track  of  this 
commerce. 

I  also  informed  him  of  the  vicinity  of.  the  bark  Restless  at  Lull’s 
Bay,  and  also  of  a  Government  bark  and  probably  a  steamer  off  George¬ 
town. 

1  then  proceeded  in  this  vessel  off  Stono,  and  having  concluded  there 
was  no  evidence  of  an  immediate  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  from 
that  place  (there  was  a  river  steamer  there  which  appeared  to  be  in 
attendance  on  the  forts  and  was  unfit,  I  thought,  for  a  sea  voyage),  I 
took  the  Flambeau  off  Charleston  to  assist  in  the  blockade  there  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  and  middle  part  of  the  night,  and  she  left  so  as  to  be  near 
Cape  Domain  at  daylight  this  morning.  - 

1  have  ordered  that  either  the  Penguin  or  the  Flambeau  must  be  back 
off  Charleston  by  sunset  to-night,  and  1  have  requested  and  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  not  to  interfere  with  these  orders 
except  for  the  most  urgent  reasons. 
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I  am  informed  tliere  is  an  encampment  of  insurgents  in  sight  ot  the 

/Z  I* shall  run  down  off  North  Edisto  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
this  communication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  pARROTT  j 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  [S.  F.  Du  Pont]. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Cape  Eomain  Shoal ,  February  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  dispatched  Acting  Master  Baldwin  to  inform  the^  com¬ 
mander  of  the  first  man  of- war  he  meets  of  my  distressed  condition. 
He  will  inform  you  of  all  the  circumstances  and  of  the  assistance  1 
require.  As  I  am  near  the  shore  and  have  probably  been  observed,  it 
is  possible  that  I  may  be  carried  by  boarding  during  the  night.  If 
possible,  after  making  what  defense  I  can,  I  shall  spike  my  guns  and 
thus  make  her  helpless  to  resist  your  attack, should  you  be  disposed  to 
attempt  a  recapture.  When  you  appear  oft  this  place  and  signalize  by 
firing  a  gun,  I  will  hoist  the  colors  at  the  peak  and  the  cornet  at  the 

fore  if  all  is  right.  T  ,  „ 

Perhaps  I  may  get  off  during  the  night.  In  that  case  I  shall  proceed 
off  Charleston  and  there  pick  up  my  officer. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant.  Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.'S.  S.  Huron, 
regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Port  Royal,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Huron ,  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  touched  upon  the  flats  off  Cape  Eomain  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
instant,  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  error  in  my  compasses  and 
the  imperfection  of  the  chart  by  which  I  was  running;  and  that,  in 
order  to  get  her  off,  I  have  been  obliged  to  sacrifice  certain  portions  of 
my  outfit,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  list.  In  the  sacrifice  of  my  stores 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Department  that  I  used  great  caution,  as  I 
only  threw  over  what  I  found  from  the  experience  of  one  tide  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  lighten  the  ship,  in  order  to  float  her  at  the 
highest  water,  at  which  state  of  the  tide  she  grounded.  One  of  the 
articles  of  outfit  thrown  over  was  the  starboard  chain,  which  1  buoyed, 
in  hopes  of  regaining  it;  but,  unfortunately,  the  buoy  rope  caught  my 
propeller  during  its  revolutions,  and  before  stopping  the  engine,  had 
taken  six  turns  of  the  chain,  which  I  found  it  necessary  to  seek  this 
port,  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Flambeau,  to  clear.  With  this  exception,  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  Department  that  1  succeeded  in 
warping  the  Huron  off  the  flats  without  injury,  and  with  no  other 
disabling  cause  from  proceeding  on  her  cruise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenan t,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  f  rom  Commander  Parrott,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd , 

i  .  8.  Navy,  commending  his  prompt  action  in  the  relief  of  the  U  8  S 

Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  February  15,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  communication  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  which  I 
have  just  received,  has  added  to  it  as  a  postscript  in  his  own  hand¬ 
writing  the  following  message  to  yourself: 

I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  my  appreciation  of 
ms  services  to  the  Huron. 

Though  the  commendation  of  the  flag-officer  is  in  itself  of  course 
sufficient,  yet  I  think  it  right  for  me  to  add  that  I  feel  great  pleasure 
in  conveying  it  to  you,  because  the  alacrity  and  zeal  with  which  you 
went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Huron  gave  the  assurance,  which  was 
then  very  comforting  to  me,  that  everything  which  it  was  possible  for 
you  and  your  vessel  to  do  would  be  done  to  extricate  her  from  her  very 
perilous  position. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Gl.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Lieuteuant  Commanding  Thomas  A.  Budd, 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Huron  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Huron  arrived 
off  this  place  yesterday  evening  in  tow  of  the  Penguin,  having  fortu¬ 
nately  been  gotten  oft  from  the  shoals  of  Cape  Romain.  As  her  pro¬ 
peller  had  a  turn  of  her  chain  round  it,  and  a  portion  of  the  chain 
dragging,  and  as  the  wind  was  ahead,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  direct 
the  Flambeau  to  tow  her  to  Port  Royal. 

I  hope,  sir,  my  action  in  the  case  will  receive  your  approbation. 

A  steamer,  which  we  believe  to  be  the  Ella  Warley ,  is  inside,  and 
since  our  arrival  here  lias  been  watching  a  chance  to  escape.  We  are 
the  only  vessel  present  fast  enough  fo  catch  her.  We  have  50  tons  of 
coal  left;  we  were  allowed  to  take  only  100  tons  when  last  at  Port 
Royal. 

1  shall  remain  here  up  to  the  last  possible  moment,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  receive  your  orders  in  the  case. 

We  burn  between  2  and  3  tons  daily  when  at  anchor,  but  much  more 
when  there  is  any  work  to  do. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present.] 

Flag-Officer  [S.  F.  Du  Pont], 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  from  contrabands  regarding  vessels  engaged  in  trade 

with  Charleston ,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  Bark  Bestless, 

Off  Bull’s  Bay ,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant  we  discovered  a  small  sail  coming  out  of  Bull’s  Bay  and  mak¬ 
ing  for  the  ship,  which,  on  coming  alongside,  proved  to  he  a  yawl  boat 
containing  two  contrabands. 

Their  names  are  Harry  Beed  and  William  Maxwell;  were  owned  by 
Mrs.  Ferguson,  of  Summerville,  S.  C.,  and  hired  to  Captain  Francis 
Boberts,  of  the  schooner  Theodore  Stoney ,  from  which  they  effected  their 
escape. 

Said  schooner  had  loaded  with  2,500  bushels  of  rice  at  Santee  for 
Charleston,  drawing,  when  loaded,  0  feet  of  water. 

Said  boys  seem  quite  intelligent,  and  from  them  I  have  elicited  many 
facts,  some  of  which  I  herewith  present  to  you. 

They  report  that  there  are  some  twenty-five  schooners  and  sloops 
engaged  in  this  trade,  taking  supplies  to  Charleston. 

By  this  inland  communication  they  are  enabled  to  go  to  Santee  and 
Georgetown  from  Charleston. 

From  our  auchorage  we  see  daily  from  three  to  four  vessels  contin¬ 
ually  passing  backwards  and  forwards. 

As  these  boys  report  that  there  is  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  all 
inland  navigation,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  send¬ 
ing  a  small  steam  tug.  of  light  draft,  by  which  we  could  effectually  cut 
off  this  source  of  supplies. 

It  is  to  us  exceedingly  tantalizing  to  see  these  vessels  continually 
passing  and  repassing  and  we  unable  to  interrupt  them  in  the  least, 
not  being  able  to  get  within  4  or  5  miles  of  them  safely  with  the  ship, 
and  only  having  two  common  merchant  ship  boats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Augusta ,  off  Charleston ,  8.  C. 


[Enclosure. 


Market  prices  in 


Homespun  pants.. 

$6.  00 

Common  shoes  . . . . 

5.00 

Coffee . 

-.per  pound.. 

1.40 

'tea . 

3.  00 

Butter . . . 

. do _ 

1.30 

Bacon  . . . 

. do.... 

.75 

Corn  beef . 

. . .  do _ 

.40 

Lard . 

. do.... 

.60 

Tobacco  . 

.18 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


Sugar,  light  brown  . 

.per  pound.. 

$0.  90 

Sugar,  dark  brown  . 

. do _ 

.75 

Molasses . 

.per  gallon. . 

1.30 

Flour  . 

.per  barrel. . 

25. 00 

Salt . .  . . 

5.  00 

Rice . 

. .per  pound.. 

.18 

Black  pepper . 

. .per  pound. . 

.75 

Giu . 

.per  gallon. . 

5.00 

Whisky  (common)  . 

3.00 

General  order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Font ,  II.  8.  Navy,  forbidding  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  information  regarding  movements  of  the  naval  force. 

General  Orders,  \  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  8.  J  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  13,  1862. 

Nothing  in  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion  has  been  more  difficult 
to  contend  with  than  information  conveyt  d  to  the  enemy  of  projected 
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movements,  sometimes  by  individuals  holding  places  of  trust,  who 
have  unexpectedly  proved  to  be  correspondents  of  the  press,  and  not 
infrequently  by  the  publication  of  private  letters. 

A  recent  glaring  instance  of  the  former  in  my  own  command  has  led 
to  my  asking  the  Navy  Department  to  issue  a  general  order  on  this 
subject. 

Until  this  order  is  promulgated  I  hereby  enjoin  it  upon  every  officer 
and  man  in  this  fleet  to  avoid  such  a  violation  of  military  propriety 
and  of  the  dictates  of  an  honest  patriotism;  for,  whether  intended  or 
not,  the  result  of  the  practice  is  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

This  general  order  will  be  read  at  muster  on  board  of  every  vessel  in 
the  fleet. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  in  Bull's  Bay ,  South  Carolina , 
by  boat  expedition  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Bestless ,  February  13, 14, 1862. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitt  ng  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash,  . 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  24,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  an  interesting  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy,  commanding  the  armed  bark  Restless, 
made  to  Commander  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  under  the  date  of  the 
15th  instant,  detailing  the  destruction  in  Bull’s  Bay,  by  the  armed 
boats  of  that  vessel,  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  with  rice. 

I  have,  in  a  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy, 
expressed  my  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill  displayed  by 
him  in  planning  and  executing  this  expedition  and  my  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  Acting  Masters’  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter 
Mackie. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Off  Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  about  11 
o’clock  a.  m.,  we  discovered  a  vessel  ashore  on  a  shoal  in  Bull’s  Bay. 

1  sent  two  armed  boats  in  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  and  if 
possible  to  bring  her  off. 

On  boarding  they  found  her  to  be  a  very  old  and  worthless  craft, 
withopt  a  cargo,  and  only  four  negroes  on  board. 

While  on  board  the  sloop  they  discovered  three  vessels  lying  at  an 
anchor  inside  the  shoals,  apparently  laden  with  rice,  etc. 

After  the  boats  returned  and  the  circumstance  was  reported  to  me  I 
thought,  if  possible,  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them. 
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At  1 :  30  a.  in.  on  the  14tli  instant  1  sent  another  armed  boat  with 

orders  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them.  ,, 

There  not  being  enough  wind  all  day  to  bring  these  vesse  s  out,  they 
were  destroyed  after  dark,  and  their  hags,  papers,  and  aims  taken  in 

the  boat  and  brought  off,  with  two  prisoners.  . 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  vessels  destroyed,  with  their 
cargoes,  which  consisted  of  rice,  for  the  city  of  Charleston: 

Sloop  Edisto ,  1,000  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Wandoo ,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Elizabeth ,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Theodore  Stoney ,  2,500  bushels  rice,  burned. 

The  schooner  Theodore  Stoney  was  a  tine  crattot  o4  tons,  but  could  not 
be  gotten  out,  as  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns  near  her  anchorage, 
and  consequently  she  was  burned. 

Their  respective  crews  were  all  foreigners  and  negroes,  and  not 
having  room  enough  in  the  boat  to  bring  them  off  they  were  set  ashore 
and  allowed  to  retain  their  personal  effects,  except  aims. 

Not  knowing  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  prisoners,  1  have 

sent  them  to  you.  ..  .  ,, 

I  also  send  you  a  rebel  Hag  with  the  request  to  forward  the  same, 

with  my  compliments,  to  the  flag-officer.  . 

In  closing,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
my  orders  were  carried  out  by  Acting  Masters’  Mates  Henrj'  Nason  and 
J.  Walter  Mackie  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  same. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  the  papers  of  the  destroyed  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  E.  C.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  Blkdg.  Squadron,  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  10th  instant  a  boat  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  sta¬ 
tioned  off  Bull’s  Bay,  arrived  here.  From  communications  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Conroy  (copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose),  and  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat,  I  learn  the  follow¬ 
ing  facts: 

On  the  11th  instant  a  boat  with  two  contrabands  from  the  schooner 
Theodore  Stoney,  engaged  in  the  inland  navigation,  came  off  to  the 
Restless.  On  the  13th  a  sloop  was  discovered  on  the  outer  shoals  of 
the  bay.  Two  armed  boats  were  sent  to  her.  She  was  found  to  be 
« old  and  worthless,  without  cargo,”  with  a  crew  of  four  negroes,  and 
was  allowed  to  proceed.  From  her  other  vessels  were  seen  at  anchor 
inside  the  shoals,  in  the  N.  N.  W.  part  of  the  bay. 

In  consequence  of  this  and  of  information  received  from  her  crew 
and  the  contrabands  Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy  sent  an  armed 
boat  to  cut  them  out,  which  left  at  1:30  on  the  morning  of  the  14th. 
The  expedition  was  very  successful,  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
the  sloop  Edisto  and  the  schooners  Wandoo,  Elizabeth,  and  Theodore 
Stoney ,  with  their  cargoes  of  rice.  Want  of  wind,  and  the  shoals,  and 
the  neighborhood  of  a  battery,  made  the  efforts  to  bring  them  off  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  They  were  from  the  Santee  rivers,  and  bound  to  Charleston. 
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The  Theodore  Money  (of'  54  tons),  from  which  the  contrabands  had 
escaped,  was  the  largest  vessel  captured.  One  of  her  owners  and  the 
nephew  of  another,  who,  having  heard  of  their  escape,  were  on  the 
way  in  a  boat  from  Charleston  to  her  assistance,  were  captured.  The 
crews  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  but  these  two  persons  were  brought 
off  and  have  been  sent  to  me.  A  rebel  flag  is  also  sent  by  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Conroy  for  presentation  to  yourself,  which  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  forward. 

I  have  written  to  him  that  the  expedition  appears  to  have  been 
boldly,  skillfully,  and  prudently  planned  and  executed,  and  have  con¬ 
gratulated  him  on  his  success,  and  the  blow  thus  given  to  the  rebel 
inland  navigation  in  his  neighborhood.  I  have  requested  him  to  express 
to  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Henry  Bason  and  J.  Walter  Mackie,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  boat,  my  appreciation  of  their  services,  and  have  said  I  felt 
sure  you  would  be  much  pleased  to  hear  of  his  success  and  would  con¬ 
firm  my  commendation,  which  1  hope  you  will  consider  it  proper  to  do. 

But  in  another  communication  I  found  a  little  fault  with  him  for 
risking  his  boat  so  far  as  this  place,  even  to  bring  her  very  good  news, 
and  obliging  me  to  return  her  by  a  steamer;  also  for  not  destroying 
the  first  vessel  boarded. 

Four  hundred  men  were  said  to  be  near  a  battery  in  the  K.  14.  W. 
part  of  the  bay,  and  another  was  reported  farther  to  the  north  having 
30  men.  The  batteries  on  Bull’s  Island,  the  prisoners  thought,  were 
abandoned  and  the  guns  taken  away. 

A  steamer  of  light  draft  and  heavy  battery  lying  inside  would  stop 
this  inland  navigation,  but  she  would  be  near  the  highlands  of  Bull’s 
Island  and  liable  to  receive  a  plunging  fire  of  musketry,  and  perhaps 
artillery,  unless  the  northern  end  of  the  island  were  also  occupied. 

The  prisoners  think  there  are  70,000  troops  available  for  the  defense 
of  Charleston,  and  say  so  many  have  come  in  from  the  country  that  the 
city  troops  have  been  allowed  to  go  home.  They  say  the  new  gunboats 
have  men  and  guns,  but  neither  masts  nor  engines,  and  that  the  only 
vessel  now  building  is  a  river  steamer. 

From  the  circumstances  attending  their  capture,  and  their  occupa¬ 
tions,  I  suppose  they  could  properly  be  either  retained  as  prisoners  of 
war  or  released.  I  send  them  by  the  Penguin  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  the  papers  of  the  captured  vessels. 

The  coal  schooner  brings  only  80  tons  of  coal  instead  of  140,  as  we 
supposed,  and  can  give  us  but  55  tons,  requiring  the  rest  for  ballast. 
This  dearth  of  coal  makes  us  more  inactive  than  we  would  wish  to  be. 
We  saw  nothing  of  the  Connecticut. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Hu  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
commendatory  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  6’.,  February  24 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  23d  instant, 
received  to-day  by  the  Penguin,  with  copies  of  two  reports  made  to  you 
by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  commanding  the  bark  Restless , 
and  have  to  thank  you  for  the  interesting  information  conveyed  therein. 
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The  expedition  ot'  Lieutenant  Conroy  appears  to  have  been  well 
planned  and  executed  and  deserving  of  commendation  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  \\  alter  Mack le 
worthy  of  the  approbation  of  their  commanding  officers.  1  Lave  so 
expressed  myself  in  the  enclosed  communication  to  Acting  volunteer 

Lieutenant  Conroy,  which  you  will  please  forward. 

As  soon  as  I  return  from  my  expedition  southward  I  will  look  after 
Bull’s  Bay  and  put  an  end,  if  possible,  to  the  inland  communication 
referred  to  in  your  dispatch,  but  at  present  can  not  spare  an;y  vessel  ot 
light  draft  for  that  purpose.  I  will  send  you  a  supply  ot  coal,  it  any 
arrives  here,  at  the  same  time. 

Expressing  my  entire  approbation  of  the  vigilance  and  zeal  you  have 
displayed  in  your  present  position,  1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

1  J  J  S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  E.  Cl.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  Comdg.  Blockading  Force  offi  Charleston. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  through  Commander  Parrott  copies  of  two  inter¬ 
esting  reports  made  to  him,  dated,  respectively,  the  ldth  and  15th 
instant,  one  referring  to  the  escape  ol  two  contrabands  and  giving 
items  of  intelligence  obtained  from  them,  and  the  other  to  the  destruc¬ 
tion  in  Bull’s  Bay  of  the  sloop  Fdisto  and  the  schooners  Wandoo ,  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  and  Theodore  Stoney,  with  their  cargoes  of  rice,  by  all  the  armed 
boats  of  your  vessel. 

You  will  please  receive  my  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill 
displayed  by  you  in  planning  and  executing  this  expedition,  evincing 
much  "coolness  and  courage,  and  you  will  at  the  same  time  express  my 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Henry  Eason  and 
J.  Walter  Mackie,  who  so  successfully  carried  out  your  orders. 

I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  the  Confederate  flag  forwarded  by  you 
through  Commander  Parrott. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Armed  Bark  Restless,  Bull’s  Bay. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 

Navy  Department,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  of 
the  destruction  in  Bull’s  Bay  by  the  armed  boats  of  that  vessel  of  a 
sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  with  rice,  has  been  received.  The 
success  of  the  expedition  is  most  creditable  to  Lieutenant  Conroy,  and 
you  have  but  anticipated  the  Department  in  expressing  commendation 
for  his  discretion  and  skill,  and  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting 
Master’s  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter  Mackie. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

Gideon  W^elles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  I>u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commending  his  course  in  the  case  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Huron. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  by 
the  Bibb  in  relation  to  the  assistance  you  gave  to  the  gunboat  Huron 
while  ashore  off  Gape  Romain;  also  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  sending  the  Huron  to  Port  Royal  in  tow  of  Flambeau. 

I  not  only  approve,  but  commend  your  zeal  and  judicious  course  on 
the  occasion. 

In  reference  to  other  points  in  your  report,  I  desire  also  to  express 
my  commendation  of  the  earnestness  with  which  you  are  attending  to 
the  strict  blockade  of  Charleston  and  its  contiguous  inlets.  At  this 
particular  juncture  in  our  international  affairs,  the  escape  of  the  Isabel 
would  be  considered  a  grave  matter.  1  therefore  earnestly  desire  that 
there  may  be  no  relaxation  in  your  efforts. 

I  am  fully  aware  how  very  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  the  egress  of  a 
vessel  from  Charleston ;  none,  I  think,  will  ever  venture  to  return  there; 
the  Isabel  has  been  an  exception  heretofore. 

I  send  the  Flambeau  to  report  to  you,  and  you  will  dispose  of  her  to 
the  best  of  your  judgment. 

Please  not  to  leave  the  station  yourself, 
have  seven  gunboats  at  Wall’s  Cut  which  1  can 
the  army. 

A  contraband  on  board  tells  me  the  Isabel  can  not  get  from  Charles¬ 
ton  into  Stouo,  even  if  she  could  get  over  the  bar  of  the  latter  inlet. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur  thinks  there  is  as  much  as  12  or  13  feet 
of  water  on  that  bar  at  high  water;  contraband  says  only  8. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Comdg.  Bloclading  Force  off  Charleston. 


will  send 
not 


you 


disentangle 


coal.  1 
from 


p.  s, — i  send  you  a  printed  list  of  suspected  vessels,  adding  thereto 
the  names  of  several  reported  to  me  since  the  list  was  printed.  You 
will  please  furnish  the  other  ships  of  your  force  with  the  additional 
list,  which  is  in  writing,  and  distribute  the  enclosed  general  orders. 

’  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  TJpshur,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charles¬ 
ton,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  14,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Flambeau  under  your  com¬ 
mand  off  Charleston  Bar  and  report  to  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  of 


the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Flambeau ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  oj  State,  forward¬ 
ing  information  regarding  the  extent  of  the  obstructions  in  the  approaches 
to  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14tli  instant,  requesting  information  as  “to  the  extent  to  which  the 
entrances  to  the  port  of  Charleston  may  have  been  obstructed  by  the 
sinking  of  vessels,”  and  in  compliance  therewith  to  transmit  to  you  the 
accompanying  copies  of  dispatches  and  their  enclosures,  received 
from  Flag-Officer  Sami.  F.  Du  Pont,  relative  to  the  sinking  of  the  two 
stone  fleets  on  Charleston  Bar.  The  first  fleet,  sunk  in  the  main  chan¬ 
nel,  consisted  of  sixteen  vessels;  the  second  fleet,  sunk  in  Maffitt’s 
Channel,  of  about  twenty  vessels,  the  majority  of  which  range  from  250 
to  400  tons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Baldwin,  JJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  II.  S.  ship  Vermont  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.*  The  steamer  Kensington  has 
orders  to  accompany  the  Vermont,  and,  when  you  think  expedient,  to 
tow  her.  Transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a 
separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Vermont  before  sailing  from  Boston. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  A.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Vermont,  Boston 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information  ob¬ 
tained  from  a  deserter  regarding  the  defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  Monday,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  This  afternoon  we  picked  up  a  canoe  containing  a  white  boy, 
dressed  in  gray  uniform,  and,  according  to  his  own  statement,  a 
deserter  from  the  Georgia  volunteers. 

He  gave  his  name  as  James  Glenn,  parents  residing  in  New  York, 
originally  from  Manchester,  England.  He  ran  away  from  his  trade  in 
New  York  two  years  ago,  since  when  he  has  been  employed  in  or  near 
Savannah,  Ga. 

He  enlisted  for  six  months  and  has  served  with  the  rebel  forces  at 
Thunderbolt,  Tybee,  and  Skiddaway.  His  term  of  enlistment  having 
expired  he  was  anxious  to  leave,  but  his  officers  were  endeavoring  to 
make  him  enlist  for  the  war.  All  of  the  six-months  men  are  dissatis¬ 
fied  from  the  same  cause.  Glenn  left  Skiddaway  battery  on  Friday 

*  See  Series  1,  volume  1,  pp.  335-352,  for  correspondence  relative  to  the  search  for 
the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 
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noon,  13th  instant,  and  went  up  as  far  as  Savannah,  being  unable  to 
obtain  a  canoe. 

Upon  his  representation  that  he  had  lost  his  pass  he  procured  one 
to  return  to  the  battery  and  then  left  Savannah  on  Sunday  morning 
(yesterday),  having  obtained  a  canoe.  He  made  his  way  through  the 
marsh  creeks  until  this  afternoon,  when  picked  up  by  a  boat  sent  from 
this  ship. 

He  reports  very  few  soldiers  now  in  Savannah,  but  many  outside  the 
city  and  on  the  roads.  Orders  had  been  issued  not  to  allow  anyone, 
old  or  young,  to  leave  who  could  help  in  defending  the  city,  where  they 
were  expecting  and  preparing  for  an  attack.  All  valuables,  provisions, 
cotton,  and  grain  had  been  removed  back  into  the  country. 

They  are  at  work  strengthening  both  Thunderbolt  and  Skiddaway 
batteries  and  have  built  a  masked  battery,  mounting  five  guns,  about 
50  yards  below  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  oppposite  or  north  side  of  the  river, 
in  a  marshy,  bushy  place.  Sand  hills  have  been  thrown  to  cover  rifle¬ 
men  along  the  approaches  to  the  city. 

They  are  daily  expecting  an  attack  from  us  at  Skiddaway  battery, 
where  they  have  10  guns  mounted  in  three  batteries,  viz,  one  of  G  guns, 
caliber  unknown;  another  of  2  42-pounders,  and  the  third  mounting  1 
rifled  cannon  and  1  columbiad,  with  300  men. 

The  Fingal  has  been  purchased,  and  they  are  now  fitting  her  out  for 
a  man  of- war,  nine  guns  to  be  mounted  on  her,  and  she  will  be  made 
the  flagship  of  Commodore  Tattnall. 

He  reports  the  Ida  taken  up  to  Savannah  the  day  after  she  passed 
through  Lazaretto  Creek ;  she  was  run  ashore  by  our  boats  and  deserted 
by  her  crew;  they  sent  down  for  her  from  Savannah. 

19th. — I  have  sent  the  Ellen  to  guard  .the  passage  from  Freeborn’s 
Cut.  through  Lazaretto  Creek,  to  Savannah  River,  directing  Captain 
Budd  to  seize  anything  attempting  to  pass  that  way.  Shall  I  sink  one 
of  the  stone  hulks  at  entrance  of  the  creek1? 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Wassaw  Sound ,  Georgia. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Poyal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 

9 

2lst.— Quite  a  sensation  was  created  at  Tybee  yesterday  by  the 
anchorage  of  the  Ellen  at  the  mouth  of  Lazaretto  Creek.  A  dispatch 
was  forwarded  to  me  saying  she  was  a  secesh  steamer,  the  flagship  ot 
Commodore  Tattnall,  aground,  with  a  white  flag  flying.  The  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Ellen  writes  me  last  evening  that  the  navigation  of  Laz¬ 
aretto  Creek  is  commanded  by  our  pickets  under  Colonel  Rosa,  who 
are  throwing  up  intrenchinents  on  a  small  island  near  its  western 
mouth;  all  boat  intercourse  can  be  stopped  now  by  them,  and  in  six  or 
eight  days,  when  guns  will  be  in  position,  the  passage  of  steamers  will 
he stopped.  A  boom  also  is  to  be  placed  across  the  creek. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gtllis, 

Commander. 


[Enclosure.] 

For  1  day.  )  Oglethorpe  Barracks, 

yio.  97.  |  Savannah ,  Ga ,,  February  16 ,  1862. 

Private  J.  Oleun,  City  Light  Guard,  Company  C,  First  Volunteer 
Regiment,  Georgia,  C.  S.  Army,  is  authorized  to  pass  the  guards  and 
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sentinels  on  picket  duty  around  the  city,  in  the  direction  of  Skiddaway, 
by  public  roads,  on  bis  statement  hereby  made  that  he  is  on  lawful 
business.  A  violation  of  this  permission  will  subject  the  ottendei  to 

be  dealt  with  by  the  military  authority.  . 

WM.  S.  ROCKWELL, 

Lieut.  Col.  Vol.  Regiment ,  Georgia,  C.  S.  Army ,  Comdg.  Post. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Shankland  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Currituck,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

NTavy  Department,  February  18, 1862. 

Sir-  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Currituck ,  as  soon  as  she  is  leady  for 
sea,  to  Port  Royal,  S.  0.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont 
for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Currituck. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Currituck,  New  1  ork. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  TJ .  S. 
Na  ry ,  to  proceed  to  Tybee  Roads  as  hearer  of  dispatches. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Ellen  under  your  command  to 
Tybee  Roads,  reporting  to  Commander  Drayton,  and  delivering  such  dis¬ 
patches  and  packages  as  you  may  have  on  board  for  the  vessels  there. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  VVassaw  Sound  and  report  to  Commander 
Gillis,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

'  Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  W.  Burn), 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ellen,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Economist. 

Navy  Department,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  dispatch 
No.  10,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
London,  giving  additional  particulars  of  the  steamer  Economist. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  10.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

London,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  The  iron  screw  steamer,  the  Economist ,  the  particulars  of  which 
I  forwarded  in  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  instant,  No.  8,  went  down  to 
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Purfleet,  15  miles  below  London,  on  Saturday  last,  and  took  in  several 
scow  loads  of  powder  and  put  to  sea  on  Monday  or  Tuesday.  It  is 
said  she  will  go  to  Nassau,  where  her  cargo  will  be  transshipped  for 
Southern  ports  in  small  steamers  and  sailing  craft,  regular  lines  of 
which  they  here  inform  us  are  established,  many  of  them  sailing  under 
the  British  flag. 

I  am  assured  by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  know  that  she  was 
purchased  and  is  nowT  owned  by  the  Confederates.  Her  cargo  is  valued 
at  $500,000,  and  is  without  doubt  all  destined  for  the  insurgent  States. 
One  other  steamer  with  a  similar  cargo  left  this  country  for  the  same 
destination  last  week.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  the  particulars, 
but  may  gather  something  in  relation  to  her  by  Saturday  next.  The 
Economist  is  900  tons,  and  was  built  in  1860,  and  is  classed  at  Lloyd’s 
as  A  1  for  twelve  years.  She  is  called  a  very  good  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

P.  S.— The  Economist ,  after  taking  in  half  her  powder,  drew  12  feet 
water  forward  and  14  feet  aft. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  the  steamer  Tda  to  Savannah 
through  Wilmington  Narrows. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1862. 

Commodore  :  On  the  26tli  of  January  I  informed  you  of  our  inability 
to  provide  the  means  of  landing  the  forces  to  be  sent  with  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  As  I  have  received  no  reply  to  that  communication,*  and  as  I 
am  in  great  doubt  whether  you  intend  to  furnish  the  means,  you  must 
excuse  me,  commodore,  for  again  soliciting  a  reply  to  my  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

1  have  ascertained  that  the  Ida  got  through  to  Savannah  by  Laza¬ 
retto  Creek  and  Wilmington  Narrows — a  fact  established  that  I  was 
not  before  aware  of— that  gunboats  can  come  down  through  there  and 
take  our  batteries  in  Savannah  River  almost  in  reverse.  This  will  give 
me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  a  time  when  least  expected.  I  am  taking- 
measures  to  blockade  that  passageway  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Allantic  Squadron,  W  abash. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  DuPont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher¬ 
man,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  cooperative  action  in  landing  troops. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1862. 

General  :  I  dismissed  the  messenger  who  brought  your  note  ot  this 
morning  and  ordered  my  barge,  meaning  to  answer  your  inquiries  m 
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person  and  to  communicate  to  you  some  interesting  details  concerning 
our  future  movements,  but  tbe  heavy  mist  and  the  want  oi  a  tug  to  ta  ».e 
me  over  oblige  me,  after  all,  to  resort  to  this  less  satisfactory  mode  ot 
intercourse.  I  hope,  however,  to  see  you  soon. 

1  have,  perhaps,  to  blame  myself  for  not  making  a  formal  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  26tli  ultimo,  concerning  the  boats  for  landing,  though, 
if  X  remember  aright,  the  subject  has  not  been  omitted  in  our  personal 
iuterviews.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say  officially  that  it  has  always 
been  my  intention  to  give  yon  the  use  ot  all  the  boats  ot  the  squadron 
for  landing  your  troops,  and  to  make  this  operation  in  every  way  easy 
and  secure  by  the  means  in  my  own  hands,  though  I  have  certainly 
hoped  that  before  this  the  boats  for  which  you  made  a  requisition  would 
have  been  furnished. 

I  have  to  communicate  to  you  a  new  project  for  landing  the  troops 
which  will  very  much  lessen  the  difficulties,  provided  you  find  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  its  adoption. 

Will  the  two  hulks  in  Wassaw  Sound  be  useful  to  you  in  the  contem¬ 
plated  blockade  of  Lazaretto  passage?  If  so,  they  are  entirely  at  your 
service.  But  I  hope  to  see  you  to  morrow7. 

Very  truly,  yours,  0  v,  Tk  D 

.  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Hilton  Read. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Font ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  the  closing  of  Lazaretto  Creek. 


Port  Eoyal,  S.  0.,  February  19 , 1862. 

Commodore:  General  Gillmore  has  gone  down  to  put  up  a  boom, 
but  I  think  the  hulks  might  be  found  preferable.  It  would  be  neces 
sary  to  examine  the  river  lirst  and  see.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  suggestion  and  the  offer. 

Major  Beard,  our  saw-pile  machinist,  is  on  the  Savannah  River,  and, 
I  believe,  on  some  important  work.  I  know  of  no  other  one  wrho  can 
make  the  machine,  but  will  try  and  ascertain. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


T.  W.  Sherman. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Wabash. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  insufficiency  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia  for  the  protection  of  Tybee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads ,  February - ,  [1862]. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  The  condenser  has  been  put  in  order,  and  I 
am  quite  ready  for  any  service,  either  ashore  or  afloat. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  leaving  the  Vandalia  alone  here  for 
a  week.  So  far  as  regards  herself  she  would  be  quite  safe  from  attack, 
but  could  scarcely  prevent  steamers  from  either  running  in  or  out,  and 
the  Fingal  might  possibly  venture,  although  I  doubt  a  decision  being 
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come  to  on  the  subject  in  so  short  a  time  as  you  mention.  So  far  as 
protection  afforded  to  the  soldiers,  she  could  scarcely  at  any  time  afford 
more  than  moral  [support],  and  I  don’t  believe  that  this  is  required 
now.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  would  be  perhaps  a  little  risky  to 
leave  these  roads  without  a  steamer.  In  haste. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

P.  Drayton. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamers  Economist , 

Battalion ,  and  Rechid. 

Navy  Department,  February  20 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
No.  11,  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
the  United  States  consul  at  London,  relative  to  the  steamers  Economist , 
Battalion ,  and  Recliid ,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  in  Europe. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

!So.  11.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

London ,  January  31, 1862. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Economist,  of  which  I  have  already  advised  you, 
sailed  yesterday,  January  30,  and  similar  cargo  is  now  in  readiness  for 
shipment,  which  I  think  will  go  on  board  the  iron  screw  steamer  Bat¬ 
talion ,  now  here  and  about  ready  to  receive  it.  It  will  consist  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  etc.  The  insurgents  are  about  to  ship  fifteen  or 
twenty  rifled  cannon  from  this  or  some  other  port.  I  hear  rumors  of 
shipments  preparing  at  other  ports,  which  I  shall  keep  in  view  and 
advise  you  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  saw  a  merchant  who  has  an  interest  in  the  Rechid  this  morning, 
and  he  thinks  she  has  before  this  time  got  into  Charleston,  Savannah, 
or  some  other  Southern  port  and  that  they  will  realize  a  profit  of 
£50,000  on  her  cargo. 

The  Confederates  have  labored  very  hard  to  create  the  belief  here 
that  the  blockade  offers  but  little  obstruction  to  the  entrance  and 
departure  of  vessels  from  Southern  ports.  They  pretend  at  Lloyd  s  to 
have  a  list  of  1,000  vessels  which  have  passed  the  blockaded  ports 
without  obstruction.  Can  you  give  me  an  approximation  of  the  num¬ 
ber  which  have  passed  out  and  in  of  the  established  ports  for  the  last 
three  months,  and  the  number  that  have  been  taken  in  the  attempt1? 
The  report  here  is  that  the  steamer  Gladiator ,  with  her  valuable  cargo, 
succeeded  in  getting  into  a  Southern  port. 

From  what  I  have  but  recently  learned  I  have  no  doubt  but  large 
quantities  of  war  material  will  be  shipped  within  the  corning  two  or 
three  weeks,  perhaps  mostly  next  week,  and  it  ought  to  be  well 
looked  after.  I  advised  you  in  a  previous  dispatch  of  the  loading  ol  a. 
steamer  some  days  before  the  Economist  left,  with  war  stores,  etc.,  for 
the  insurgents. 
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Should  the  Rechid  get  in  and  out  safely  it  will  afford  great  encour¬ 
agement  to  merchants  here  to  keep  up  this  contraband  traffic. 

People  here  of  all  classes  are  looking  with  great  interest  to  the 
opening  of  Parliament,  because  they  anticipate  early  and  important 
discussions,  if  not  action,  on  the  American  question. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


F.  H.  Morse. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  F.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parrott , 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  coal. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  so  anxious  not  to  interfere  with  the  effectiveness  of  the 
blockade  under  your  charge  that  1  send  you  a  schooner  with  some  140 
tons  of  coal — all  that  1  have. 

1  will  relieve  you  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Did  the  Connecticut  communicate  with  you? 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta,  Comdg.  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 

P.  S. — I  sent  an  order  by  the  Connecticut  to  dispatch  the  Penguin  to 
this  port.  If  you  have  not  received  this,  and  can  spare  the  Penguin  for 
a  few  days,  I -should  be  pleased  to  have  her  here. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  February  21,  1*62. 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  steamers  Sachem  and  Currituck  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  for  duty.  The  Vermont  has  probably  sailed  from  Boston 
for  Port  Royal.  She  will  be  accompanied  by  the  steamer  Kensington , 
ordered  to  the  Gulf. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gardner, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  O.  M.  Pettit,  to  'proceed  to  duty  in 
Wall's  Cut,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  0.  M.  Pettit  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Wall’s  Cut  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  of 
the  Unadilla. 
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I  have  detailed  you  for  service  there  at  the  request  of  General  Sher¬ 
man,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins  will  direct  you  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Yiele. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flan-  Officer. 


Acting  Master  A.  S.  Gardner. 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  O.  M.  Pettit ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  lT.  S.  Nary ,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. 
Nary ,  senior  officer  in  Wright’s  River,  regarding  the  supervision  of  the 
U.  8.  S.  0.  M.  Pettit. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Pettit  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.  I  send  her  at  the 
request  of  the  commanding  general  to  assist  and  watch  ovei  the 
operations  of  Brigadier-General  \  iele. 

You  will  therefore  place  her  at  the  general’s  disposal,  without,  how¬ 
ever,  withdrawing  your  supervision  of  her  movements  and  consequently 
your  responsibility  for  her  safety. 

Kespectfully,  etc.,  ^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  1ST.  Collins, 

Senior  Officer,  Wright's  River. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  8. 

Navy,  senior  'officer  in  Wright’s  River,  regarding  the  position  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  addressed  you  last  evening  by  General  Yiele,  since  which  I 
have  had  some  misgivings  as  to  my  order  about  the  Hale,  and  have 
consulted  Commander  John  Kodgers  in  reference  thereto. 

He  says  very  emphatically  that  she  will  be  much  exposed,  isolated, 
and  cut  off  from  support  in  New  River,  where  she  may  be  attacked  by 


flats  or  otherwise.  ... 

She  is  also  too  small  to  be  subjected  to  such  an  attack,  iou  will 
therefore  replace  her  where  she  was,  and  inform  General  \  iele  of  this 
order  If  he  has  any  apprehensions,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
he  arrange  pickets  in  boats,  which  could  move  quickly,  while  the  river, 
being  so  crooked,  would  make  it  difficult  for  the  Hale  to  move. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  g  p.  Ud  poN,r> 

Flag- Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

Senior  Officer,  Wright’s  River. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Wyandotte. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  February  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  Wyandotte,  Lieuteuant  Commanding  Whiting, 
for  blockading  duty  in  Wassaw  Sound. 

Please  dispose  of  her  to  the  best  advantage. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.-  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Seminole  (if  present;  otherwise 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan, 

U.  8.  8.  Norwich). 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 

reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  River,  8.  6'.,  February  23-28, 1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  auother  interesting  report  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader ,  giving  informa¬ 
tion  of  a  daring  reconnoissance  made  at  Bear  Bluff  by  that  officer  and 
Lieuteuant  Prentiss. 

When  relieved  from  the  pressing  importance  of  securing  this  part  of 
the  coast,  I  purpose  to  pay  especial  attention  to  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  March  3,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instant  [ultimo],  I  received  information  that  the 
enemy  were  building  a  battery  at  Bear  Bluff,  opposite  White  Point. 
On  the  night  ol  the  24th,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Prentiss,  I  went 
up  in  our  dingey,  with  three  men,  and  landed  without  being  discovered 
by  the  guard.  Lieutenant  Prentiss  and  I  went  up  and  found  the  bat¬ 
tery  in  an  unfinished  state,  and,  looking  about  us,  discovered  the  mag¬ 
azine;  found  two  of  the  picket  guard  asleep  in  it;  got  one  musket  out 
from  beside  them  without  awakening  them;  returned  to  the  boat  and 
brought  up  two  of  the  men  to  secure  them ;  in  doing  so,  I  regret  to  say, 
one  of  them  was  shot  through  the  head  and  instantly  killed,  the  pistol 
in  my  hand  going  oft  accidentally  in  the  struggle.  We  carried  both  to 
the  boat  and  escaped  without  discovery. 

fhe  picket  guard  at  the  battery  that  night  consisted  of  15  infantry 
and  2  mounted  men,  in  command  ol  a  lieutenant,  so  the  surviving 
prisoner  states.  We  buried  the  other  properly  the  next  day  near  the 
camp  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment.  His  name,  Joseph  A.  Wilson, 
Company  C,  Moore’s  battalion,  stationed  at  Church  Flats.  The  other 
now  on  board  this  vessel,  is  V\  illiain  M.  Evins,  from  Rabun  County  Ga. 
oi  the  same  company.  According  to  his  account  there  are  two  regi- 
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nients  at  Cliureli  Flats,  sending  pickets  out  regularly  to  Rockville,  Bear 
Bluff,  and  other  points  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Their  men  ill  fed, 
not  paid  nor  clothed,  and  badly  treated. 

Wilson  was  from  Pickens  district,  South  Carolina.  The  musket  we 
have  taken  from  them  is  of  the  English  pattern;  has  the  tower  mark; 
date,  1S61.  Both  cartridge  boxes  contained  Ely’s  London  stamped 
cartridges. 

I  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Prentiss  into  Rockville  on  the 
night  of  the  28th,  but  they  were  discovered,  though  proceeding  cau¬ 
tiously,  and  a  volley  fired  into  them  as  they  touched  the  shore,  without 
hitting  anyone,  however.  Having  orders  to  return  if  discovered,  they 
withdrew.  The  bad  weather  to  day  prevented  my  going  up  the  river 
as  1  intended. 

We  have  picked  up  several  contrabands  from  the  east  side  lately,  one 
coming  from  Charleston,  reaching  here  by  way  of  John’s  Island  in 
twenty-four  hours,  though  arrested  by  a  picket  and  detained  on  the 
way.  He  succeeded  in  escaping  again  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Lieu  tenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Hu  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Boggs,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  some  indispensable  repairs  to  do  to  your  vessel,  and 
feeling  confident  you  will  be  in  full  time  for  any  active  service  in  the 
Gulf,  I  have  to  direct  that  you  will  please  take  charge  of  the  harbor 
here  during  my  absence,  or  until  I  can  send  a  vessel  up  to  relieve  you, 
which  I  think  will  not  be  later  than  Saturday. 

The  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  Captain  Boutelle,  will  also 
remain,  and  I  have  given  the  latter  some  directions  as  to  the  Vermont, 
should  she  come  during  my  absence. 

The  Courier,  storeship,  three  hulks,  on  one  of  which  a  machine  shop  is 
being  erected,  and  two  pilot  boats,  with  the  tug  Mercury,  are  all  I  leave 
behind. 

Some  of  the  blockading  vessels  may  be  coming  in. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  C.  S.  Boggs, 

U.  S.  S.  Varuna,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  consular  information  from  Nassau  regarding  move¬ 
ments  of  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  February  25,  1862. 
Sir:  therewith  enclose  extracts  from  a  dispatch  dated  the  12th 
instant,  and  a  copy  of  one  dated  the  16th  instant,  received  by  the 
N  w  R — YOL  12 - 36 
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Department  of  State  from  the  Doited  States  consul  atN^,in  wta«on 
to  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  steamers  Catawba  and  Kate  and  other 
vessels  from  rebel  ports,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^ 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  i  a  r 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  1  or  t  Royal ,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  within  the  past  week  there 
have  been  live  arrivals  of  small  schooners  from  Charleston,  S.  C..  all 
laden  with  cotton,  and  this  morning  the  rebel  steamer  Catawba  arrived 
here,  direct  from  Charleston,  fully  laden  with  rice  and  cotton  and  hying 
the  secession  rag  at  her  peak,  to  the  mortification  of  loyal  Americans 
here  and  to  the  intense  gratification  of  the  Conchs. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  also  that  the  Gladiatoi  is  still  lieie. 
Two  steamers  from  Charleston  have  taken  most  of  her  powder  and  ai  ms, 
and  the  Catawba  will  complete  the  rest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officers  of 

the  U.  S.  steamers  Mohican' and  Bienville,  to  join  the  flag  officer  off  St. 

Andrew’s  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  Tuesday ,  February  25, 1862. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  was  to  leave  Port  Royal  this  (Tuesday) 
noon,  and  directed  me  to  advise  you  that  he  wishes  the  Mohican,  Bien¬ 
ville,  and  this  ship  to  join  him  off  St.  Andrew’s.  He  expects  to  be  there 
this  (Tuesday)  night. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 

Commander  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

Delivered  personally,  also  verbally,  the  same  night  to  S.  W.  Godon. 

W.  E.  L. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Arrow,  off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  by  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Bienville ,  February  25,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Godon,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Nassau,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Commander 
Steedman  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Arrow,  from 
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Nassau,  New  Providence.  She  was  sighted  and  chased  at  daylight  by 
the  Bienville  off  St.  John’s,  and  myself,  off  Fernandina,  at  about  the  same 
time,  the  Bienville  reaching  her  sometime  before  the  Mohican  came  up 
with  her.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper,  injustice  to  Commander 
Steedman’s  vigilance  and  activity,  to  direct  him  to  communicate  his 
capture  to  you,  simply  forwarding  his  report  as  the  senior  officer  pres¬ 
ent.  The  vessel  is  of  GO  tons,  her  quarters  are  very  small  and  no  accom 
modations  for  the  officers  sent  in  her  in  charge,  as  crew  and  officers  will 
be  obliged  to  occupy  the  same  apartment.  If  you  could  have  the  ves¬ 
sel  towed  north  and  return  her  crew,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the 
Bienville,  and  keep  her  in  better  trim  for  using  her  guns  if  need  be. 
This  is  the  first  vessel  that  has  been  seen  for  several  weeks  from  St. 
Augustine  to  Fernandina  by  any  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

-  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  St.  Mary's  Harbor ,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on. this  date,  at  G :  15  a.  in.,  while 
off  St.  John’s,  in  11  fathoms  of  water,  steering  west  toward  Mount  Cor¬ 
nelia,  with  it  in  plain  sight,  discovered  a  schooner  bearing  north,  steer¬ 
ing  the  same  way  as  ourselves,  with  a  free  wind;  steered  for  her,  when 
she  hauled  her  wind  and  stood  north.  About  five  minutes  afterward 
she  kept  off  about  W.  N.  W. ;  altered  the  course  of  our  ship  to  N.  W. 
by  N.  to  get  in  between  her  and  the  land.  She  then  hauled  up  to  the 
northward  for  a  few  minutes^  when  she  came  about  and  went  off  to  the 
southward  and  eastward;  steered  for  her  and  at  the  same  time  discov¬ 
ered  another  sail  to  the  northward,  which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
Mohican,  in  chase.  At  7:15  came  up  alongside  of  the  schooner  and 
hoisted  our  ensign,  she  hoisting  English  colors. 

Upon  examination  of  the  vessel,  and  finding  various  articles  of  a  sus¬ 
picious  character,  with  notes  attached  to  them  of  a  similar  nature,  her 
movements  at  the  time  she  was  discovered  and  afterward,  together  with 
her  being  within  the  line  of  blockade,  and  so  much  out  of  the  usual 
track  of  vessels  running  between  the  ports  of  Nassau  and  New  York, 
I  deemed  it  proper  on  these  grounds,  with  the  sanction  of  Commander 
Godon,  to  place  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  and  send  her  to  New 
York  for  adjudication,  touching  at  Port  Boyal  for  such  instructions  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  give. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief,  etc.,  IJ .  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash. 
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Letter  from  Flay -officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Judge  of  the  II.  S. 

district  court  at  Philadelphia,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 

Alert  off  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  February  26,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Alert  on  the 26th  of  February  last,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  Commander 
Steedman,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

The  Bienville ,  while  at  anchor  in  9  fathoms  of  water  and  distance 
2J  miles  from  the  bar  of  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  discovered  a  schooner  inside 
of  her  and  on  the  other  edge  of  the  bar,  trying  to  get  into  the  entrance 
of  St.  John’s.  Chase  was  immediately  made,  and  after  firing  some  half- 
dozen  shots  at  her,  she,  finding  it  impossible  to  escape,  bore  up  and  ran 
down  for  the  steamer,  at  the  same  time  showing  English  colors. 

She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Alert,  and  purported  to  be  from  Ha  vana 
and  bound  to  New  York,  but  the  master  and  owner,  who  was  on  board, 
is  William  Hone,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
Savannah,  and  has  been  sent  north  on  the  Bienville  as  a  prisoner. 

All  her  papers  want  the  British  consular  certificates  to  make  them 
legal',  and  her  crew  list  is  deficient  in  everything  except  the  mere  names 
of  the  officers  and  men.  She  has  no  manifest. 

It  further  appears  by  a  memorandum  account  sales  and  disburse¬ 
ments  found  amongst  the  master’s  papers  that  he  had  carried  out  to 
Warsaw  [Nassau”?]  54  bales  of  cotton  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 

After  her  capture  she  was  brought  into  Port  Eoyal,  where  she 
remained  in  charge  of  an  acting  master’s  mate  until  my  return  from 
an  expedition  to  the  southward. 

I  ordered  a  board  of  officers  to  make  a  careful  and  accurate  appraise 
ment  of  the  value  of  the  schooner,  with  her  tackle,  etc.,  also  of  her 
cargo,  requiring  them  further  to  examine  into  her  seaworthiness. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  comprising  an  inventory  of  the  cargo. 

The  board  having  decided  in  favor  of  her  seaworthiness,  I  have 
directed  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  Y.  Kelly  to  take  her  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  He  will  deliver  to  you  all  the  papers 
in  the  case  and  give  necessary  evidence. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 

Hon.  John  Cadwaladee, 

IT.  S.  District  Judge. 

Note. — Orders  given  in  the  usual  form  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Charles  V.  Kelly  to  take  the  schooner  Alert  to  the  port  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  adjudication. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 

Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  arrival  at  Nassau,  Neiv 

Providence,  of  the  blockade  runner  Kate. 

Navy  Department,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Seere 
tary  of  State  and  referred  to  this  Department  by  George  C.  Barney, 
dated  Nassau,  February  17,  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Kate  at  that  port  and  the  manner  in  which  she  is  said  to  have  run  the 
blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal.  S.  C. 
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Nassau,  New  Providence,  Bahamas, 

February  17 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Kate  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Charleston,  S.  C., 
having  run  the  blockade  as  follows:  Leaves  Charleston  under  cover  of 
night;  is  seen  the  next  morning  among  the  Heet  with  the  American 
Hag  and  supposed  to  belong  to  the  squadron.  Remains  all  day  cruis¬ 
ing  about  at  a  distance  and  the  next  night  leaves  for  this  place  and 
arrives  safe  under  British  colors.  Loads  with  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  steamer  Gladiator ,  which  arrived  herefrom  Europe  in  Decem¬ 
ber  last  (about  that  time)  and  returns  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  getting  into 
port  in  the  same  manner. 

I  hope  soon  to  see  a  stop  put  to  this  game. 

Can  I  be  of  any  service  to  your  Government'? 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  C.  Barney. 

lion.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Instructions  from  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Hag¬ 
gerty ,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the. probable  departure  of  the  former  from 
Tybee  Roads,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Tybee  Roads,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  to  join  the  flag-officer  on  his  appearance  off  this 
place,  as  also  the  other  steamers.  You  will  necessarily  be  left  in  charge 
of  this  anchorage.  1  have  received  no  special  instructions  by  which  to 
guide  my  conduct  further  than  what  is  contained  iii  my  previous  letters 
and  orders  to  you.  The  general  protection  of  Tybee  Island,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  in  your  [lower,  from  the  water,  and  the  blockade  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Kiver,  is  of  course  a  part  of  your  duty,  as  well  as,  if  possible,  to 
board  any  suspicious  vessels  that  may  appear  off  the  port.  Further  than 
this  I  can  think  of  nothing  that  it  would  be  of  importance  for  you  to 
know.  As  I  have  received  no  instructions  from  the  Hag-officer,  you  must 
depend  on  your  owu  judgment  for  what  is  right  in  cases  not  reached 
by  the  general  orders  issued  to  commanders  of  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  Commanding  off  Tybee. 

Commander  F.  S.  Haggerty, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia.  ■ 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
urging  vigilance  in  the  prevention  of  trade  with  Nassau,  Few  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Navy  Department,  February  28, 1862. 
Sir  :  From  various  sources,  and  especially  by  letters  received  at  the 
Department  of  State,  it  is  apprehended  that  an  active  communication 
is  kept  up  between  Nassau  and  the  rebels.  It  is  of  great  importance 
that  this  communication  should  be  interdicted  or  prevented,  and  that 
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as  many  of  the  vessels  as  possible  engaged  in  it  should  be  captured. 
The  Department  therefore  hopes  that  amidst  your  multiplied  duties  this 
matter  may  not  receive  the  less  attention  and  that  all  vigilance  may  e 
exercised. 

T  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  7  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  „  „  D  i  a  n 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  i  ort  Boy  at ,  A.  L. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mather, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  to  remain  for  the 
protection  of  Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 


Off  Wassaw,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  return  to  Wassaw  Sound  with  the  Henry 
Andrew  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  of  the  Nor- 
wich,  as  part  of  the  force  for  the  protection  of  Wassaw  Sound  in  case 
the  Seminole  has  left  her  anchorage. 

I  had  intended  that  you  should  accompany  the  present  expedition, 
but  the  public  service  requires  that  you  should  remain  at  Wassaw, 
where  you  may  be  more  wanted  and  may  have  a  greater  opportunity  of 
showing  your  zeal  and  energy,  which  1  fully  appreciate. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Master  S.  W.  Matiier, 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Expedition  to  coast  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  February  28  to  March  15, 

1862. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding 

the  embarking  of  marine  battalion. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  20,  1862. 
Major:  The  McClellan  will  be  over  at  Bay  Point  to-morrow  after¬ 
noon  (Friday)  to  take  on  board  the  battalion. 

At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  you  will  leave  at  Bay 
Point  a  guard  of  50  men,  embarking  the  rest. 

You  will  please  see  that  the  provisions  now  on  hand  are  put  in  charge 
of  a  proper  person,  and  let  your  quartermaster  make  out  a  requisition 
immediately  for  a  week’s  rations,  to  be  put  on  board  the  McClellan. 
General  Sherman  goes  himself  on  the  McClellan. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Battalion  of  U.  S.  Marines. 

P.  S.— The  camp  equipage  you  will  not  require. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

vessels  from  Wassaw  Sound. 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  6'.,  February  20 ,  1862. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  yon  that  I  shall  be  off  Wassaw  on  Saturday, 
22d  February. 

You  will  please  be  ready  to  come  out  with  all  the  vessels  except  the 
Norwich  and  Release,  to  which  1  will  add  the  Wyandotte,  from  Tybee, 
to  guard  Wassaw  during  your  absence. 

You  will  se*e  that  these  vessels  are  placed  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
will  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dunedin  in  charge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flay -  Officer 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Inlet,  Georgia. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  movement  of  troops. 

February  21,  1862. 

Commodore:  I  will  not  send  the  McClellan  over  to  day. 

It  is  really  hoped  the  weather  will  settle  soon.  The  order  went  down 
this  morning  for  Wright  to  embark  his  troops. 

I  have  been  examining  the  maps  and  fear  there  will  be  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  landing  troops,  with  our  means,  on  the  coast  shore.  I  have 
an  idea  which  may  be,  probably,  practicable  to  some  extent,  which  1 
will  tell  you  of  when  I  see  you. 

Yours,  truly,  „ 

T.  W .  Sherman. 

Flag-Otficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  the  embarkation  of  marines. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  23,  1862. 

General:  1  have  given  such  orders  already  in  reference  to  the 
embarkation  of  the  marines  and  the  preparations  ot  this  ship  as  render 
it  preferable  for  me  to  sail  to-morrow.  I  was  induced  to  do  this  trom 
the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  this  morning,  and  still  continu¬ 
ing,  coupled  with  its  being  Sunday. 

The  Harriet  Lane  is  coming  in  with  Captain  I  orter,  ot  the  mortal  fleet, 

and  may  have  important  dispatches.  .  ,.  , 

Will  Captain  Saxton  remember  this  is  the  day  for  the  Columbia  to 

leave  the  mails  on  the  light  vessel”?  ,,  „ 

Will  you  send  the  McClellan  over  for  the  marines  this  atternoon ! 
Tours,  very  truly,  g  -  p  Du  poNTj 

Flag-  Officer. 

Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  lor  the 

embarkation  of  marines. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  February  23 ,  1862. 
Major:  Please  embark  this  afternoon  on  the  McClellan. 
Respectfully,  etc. 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer. 

Major  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Report  of  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  of  the  embarkation  of  his  battalion. 

U,  S.  Transport  McClellan, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  23 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  marine  battalion,  with 
the  exception  of  the  guard  retained  at  Bay  Point,  is  embarked  on  board 
tli i s  vessel.  My  command  consists  of  15  officers  and  273  rank  and  file. 

1  would  like  if  my  command  could  be  increased  by  the  presence  of 
Lieutenant  Goldsborougli,  formerly  associated  with  the  battalion. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  George  Reynolds, 

Major ,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  igadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

urging  immediate  departure. 


McClellan,  February  24 ,  1862. 

Commodore:  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  the  Wabash  can 
not  get  out  to  morrow  that  we  move  without  her,  and  let  her  come 
along  as  soon  as  she  can.  She  might,  after  all,  get  there  in  time.  I 
have  horrid  fears,  almost,  of  any  further  delay. 

Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

I  will  move  down  to  Tybee  in  the  morning. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy 

regarding  a  delay  of  operations. 

McClellan,  February  24,  1862. 

Commodore.  I  had  to  come  over  to  this  side  in  conseouence  of 
something  I  heard  going  on  here. 

I  will  leave  for  Tybee  to-morrow  morning,  probably  remain  there  two 
hours,  and  thence  to  VVassaw. 

I  can  judge  better  what  I  can  do  after  seeing  the  condition  of  the 
troops  and  horses.  _  Had  I  the  means  of  landing  I  would  not  hesitate 
to  go  to  the  coast  side  at  once  with  our  forces.  Whatever  is  to  be  done 
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must  be  done  quickly  now.  I  tremble  almost  at  the  prospect  of  tire 
condition  of  the  horses  and  men  at  Tybee  after  a  tarry  there  of  a 
whole  month. 

Yours,  truly,  T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TI.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
regarding  plans  for  cooperative  movement. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal ,  February  24,  1862. 

General:  After  receiving  your  note  I  went  on  deck,  intending  to 
go  on  board  the  McClellan  to  see  you,  but  found  you  had  gone  over  to 
the  other  side. 

1  write,  therefore,  to  say  that  I  have  thought  over  most  deeply  our 
conversation  to  day,  apd  have  come  to  the  conclusion  if  the  plan  sug¬ 
gested  by  you  is  the  best — to  cut  off  a  retreating  enemy — which  I  do 
not  myself  see,  but  of  which  you  know,  of  course,  best,  it  is  altogether 
un naval  for  the  capture  of  the  batteries,  and  these  have  to  be  taken  by 
the  smaller  vessels  after  you  land,  and  whether  you  have  succeeded  or 
not  in  your  object. 

The  squadron  of  gunboats  has  to  go  2  miles  in  a  narrow  channel 
under  a  raking  fire  from  three  or  four  batteries,  without  knowing  how 
far  Fort  Clinch  is  armed.  Surely,  if  I  can  turn  these,  or  pass  them  on 
their  weak  sides,  I  could  hardly  be  justified  in  taking  any  other  course. 

T,  therefore,  am  of  opinion  the  sound  should  be  first  attempted,  and 
if  our  pilots  are  correct  we  shall  pass  through  with  all  but  the  Wabash 
and  Susquehanna  and  land  you  at  Fernandina  independent  of  weather. 
On  the  coast  the  landing  could  not  be  effected  if  the  weather  was 
easterly. 

1  shall  hope  to  see  you  at  Tybee  or  Wassaw.  In  the  meantime,  I 
shall  order  my  fleet  to  rendezvous  at  St.  Andrew’s. 

Yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  on  board  TJ.  S.  S.  McClellan. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

regarding  the  cause  of  detention. 

•  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1862. 

General:  This  northeast  wind  kills  another  day;  but  I  think  it  is 
well  the  transports  are  not  outside,  and  in  this  weather  all  landing  on 
the  coast  would  be  out  of  the  question,  which  reduces  itself,  indeed,  to 
this— whether  to  wait  here  or  at  sea,  besides  giving  information  so  much 
the  longer  to  the  enemy. 

I  thought  I  would  send  a  vessel  down  with  this,  believing  you  would 
be  glad  to  hear  and  to  know  that  we  are  only  detained  by  the  wind. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Tybee  or  Wassaw. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

regarding  further  cause  of  detention. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port,  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C .,  February  27 ,  1862. 

General:  I  have  been  much  tried  by  the  weather.  The  delay 
however,  brought  my  ammunition,  but  it  was  undei  hay  and  oats,  and 
in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  I  have  to  leave  my  gunboats  to  receive  it. 
They  will  follow,  lest  I  miss  the  tide. 

I„  baste,  yours,  most  truly,  g  Dy  poNT) 

Flag-  Officer. 

General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Tybee  or  W  assaw. 

p  g_ _ i  leave  with  the  coming  tide,  and  shall  be  oft  Wassaw  to-night 

or  to-morrow  morning.  S  F  D 


Memorandum  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commanders  Drayton  and  Gillis,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  their  commands. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  February  27 ,  1862. 

The  flagship  and  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  this  port  will  be  off 
Tybee  entrance  and  Wassaw  Sound  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning. 

Captain  Drayton  and  Captain  Gillis  will  please  be  ou  the  lookout  for 
signals,  and  be  ready  to  leave  port  with  the  force  under  their  command 
at  a  moment’s  notice.  In  compliance  with  previous  orders,  the  1  andalia 
will  remain  in  Tybee  Roads,  and  the  Norwich ,  Wyandotte ,  and  Release 
will  remain  in  Wassaw  Sound. 

No  prescribed  order  of  sailing  for  the  fleet  will  be  adopted  until  after 
leaving  Wassaw,  when  the  order  will  be  conveyed  by  signal,  if  necessary. 

Captain  Mather,  of  the  Henry  Andrew  (who  goes  to  Tybee  and  Was- 
siiw  for  this  purpose),  will  leave  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  with 
Captain. Drayton  and  Captain  Gillis. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

P.  s, — Captain  Drayton  will  please  take  Acting  Master  Philemon 
Dickinson,  now  on  board  the  V andalia ,  out  of  that  ship  and  retain  him 
on  board  the  Pawnee  until  we  meet. 

S.  F.  D. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  designating 

vessels  to  join  the  expedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Wassaw ,  February  28 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  send  out  the  vessels  from  Wassaw,  excepting 
Norwich ,  Wyandotte ,  aud  Release ,  and  I  leave  to  your  better  judgment, 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  localities  and  probabilities,  whether  you  can 
be  spared  with  the  Seminole  or  not. 

1  desire  to  have  you  with  me,  but  you,  as  well  as  myself,  must  yield 
personal  considerations  to  the  necessities  of  the  public  service. 
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Gome  out  at  all  events  and  we  will  consult  together.  The  news  is 
very  glorious  from  the  West;  Fort  Douelson  has  fallen ;  15,000  prisoners. 
•Respectfully,  etc.., 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  changed  aspect  of  affairs  in  view  of  the  reported  evacuation  of  Brunswick, 
Ga. 


[March  — ,  1862.] 

Commodore  :  I  And  the  troops  here  in  pretty  bad  condition ;  the 
ship  fever  to  some  extent. 

The  news  from  Savannah,  which  I  have  also  seen  confirmed  in  a 
Charleston  paper,  is  that  Brunswick  was  evacuated  on  the  15th,  and  as 
they  brought  to  Savannah  some  twenty-odd  large  guns,  no  doubt  but 
the  forts  at  St.  Simon’s  are  abandoned,  too. 

This  changes  the  face  of  matters  much,  and  I  look  upon  the  whole 
Southern  coast  as  now  simply  a  cobweb  to  be  penetrated. 

I  would  like  to  occupy  St.  Simon’s  and  Brunswick  with  a  small  force. 
This  might  very  properly  be  done  at  once,  unless  the  weather  will  suit 
and  all  are  prepared  to  move  at  once  for  Amelia  Island.  If  you  intend 
still  to  enter  Cumberland  Sound  on  the  inside,  the  small  vessels  could 
be  worked  down  through  Jekyl  Creek. 

Yours,  truly,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sherman. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Circular.!  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  AndreiCs ,  March  1,  1862. 

The  order  of  steaming  while  entering  St.  Andrew’s  and  passing 
through  Cumberland  sounds  will  be  the  line  ahead,  in  the  following 
succession  : 


1.  Ottawa. 

2.  Mohican,  accompa 

nied  by  Ellen. 

3.  Seminole. 

4.  Pawnee. 

5.  Pocahontas. 

6.  Flag. 


7.  Florida. 

8.  James  Adger. 

9.  Bienville. 

10.  Alabama. 

11.  Keystone  State. 

12.  Seneca. 

13.  Huron. 


14.  Pembina. 

15.  Isaac  Smith. 

16.  Peuguin. 

17.  Potomska. 

18.  McClellan. 


The  special  attention  of  the  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the 
following  particulars: 

1st  The  vessels  will  observe  the  closest  order  consistent  with  safety ; 
(«)  for  mutual  support;  (b)  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  the  pilotage 

of  the  preceding  vessels.  ^  , 

2d.  The  vessels  being  in  the  closest  order,  the  greatest  caution  will  be 
observed  in  firing  to  avoid  injuring  neighboring  vessels  by  the  blast  ol 
the  gun  and  fragments  of  the  sabots. 
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3d.  The  utmost  care  will  betaken  to  insure  accuracy  of  fire  and  avoid 
a  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

4tli.  The  armed  launches  and  small-armed  seamen  will  be  disposed 
of  by  special  order. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Memorandum  of  instructions  regarding  plan  of  operations. 

March  1,  1862. 

It  is  understood  that  the  transports  are  to  enter  St.  Andrew’s  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  gunboats  and  to  proceed  to  Cumberland  Sound  by  the 
inland  passage.  Arriving  near  the  southern  extremity  of  Cumberland 
Island,  a  portion  of  the  land  force  is  to  be  landed  in  connection  with 
the  howitzers  of  the  Navy  and  a  force  of  seamen  to  carry  the  batteries 
at  that  point  and  prevent  the  escape  of  their  garrisons;  the  gunboats 
previously  to  open  fire  on  these  batteries.  At  the  same  time  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  will  attack  the  batteries  on  Amelia  Island,  and 
having  silenced  such  of  the  guns  as  bear  upon  the  Amelia  River,  or  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  safe  to  attempt  the  passage,  the  transports  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Fernandina,  or  its  vicinity,  and  land  the  remainder  of  the 
troops,  a  gunboat  being  promptly  sent  up  the  river  to  a  point  where 
her  guns  can  control  the  railroad  crossing  and  bridge. 

Should  there  prove  to  be  a  battery  on  McLure’s  Hill,  it  will  probably 
have  to  be  silenced  before  the  transports  can  effect  a  landing. 

After  landing  and  getting  possession  of  the  town,  further  movements 
must  depend  on  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy. 

Should  the  enemy  succeed  in  effecting  a  retreat  down  Amelia  Island 
before  the  troops  can  be  landed,  a  naval  force  will  be  sent  on  the  out¬ 
side  to  intercept  the  retreat  by  firing  across  the  island. 


Memorandum  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view 
of  the  reported  abandonment  of  Fernandina,  Fla. 

A  contraband  brings  news  that  the  enemy  is  abandoning  Fernandina. 
Captain  Lanier  will  give  the  particulars  to  Captain  Lardner. 

The  flag-officer  wishes  Captain  Lardner  to  cut  off  the  retreat  by  sea, 
if  any  is  attempted  within  his  reach,  and  to  command  the  southern  end 
of  Amelia  Island  with  his  guns,  the  railroad  included,  if  possible;  and  to 
endeavor  to  ascertain  if  the  guns  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  forts 
on  the  north  end  of  Amelia  Island;  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  defenses 
of  Fernandina  have  been  abandoned,  and  send  him  word. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  guns  are  carried  in  a  steamer  through  Nassau 
Sound  outside  into  St.  John’s. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 


Flagship  Mohican, 
Cumberland  Sound ,  March  2,  1862. 

Captain  Lanier  was  sent  into  Fernandina  at  high  tide  to  get  all  the 
information  he  could  and  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  forts,  but  failed  to  get 
in.  Soon  afterwards  Susquehanna  proceeded  to  Nassau. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  occupy  the 

abandoned  defenses  of  Fernandina,  Fla. 


Confidential.]  Flagship  Mohican, 

Cumberland  Sound ,  March  2 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  that  tbe  enemy  is  now  abandoning 
Fort  Clinch  and  the  earthworks  on  Amelia  Island  and  the  south  end  of 
Cumberland  Island,  which  are,  in  fact,  the  objects  of  this  expedition. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  waiting  for  daylight  and  the  morning  tide,  which 
are  necessary  to  the  vessels  of  large  draft,  you  will  proceed  in  haste, 
with  the  evening  tide,  through  Cumberland  Sound  into  Fernandina 
Harbor  and,  taking  possession,  you  will  exert  yourself  to  preserve  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  property  and  to  secure  prisoners  and  munitions  of  war. 

A  portion  of  the  troops  will  accompany  you  in  the  steamers  Boston 
and  McClellan.  Major  Reynolds’ brigade  of  marines  is  also  oil  board 
the  latter  vessel. 

Under  the  orders  of  General  Wright,  the  town  will  be  garrisoned  and 
the  railroad  seized  and  occupied  by  the  soldiers  and  marines. 

I  shall  enter  Fernandina  on  the  morning  tide  through  the  main  ship 
channel  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 

A  threat  has  been  made  to  poison  the  wells.  You  will  please  make 
this  known  to  prevent  any  injury  from  such  an  act  of  barbarism. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  P.  Drayton, 

B.  S.  S.  Pa  wnee. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Harbor  of  Fernandina ,  March  4 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  last  dispatch  that  the 
expedition  for  Fernandina  was  equipped  and  waiting  only  for  suitable 
weather  to  sail  from  Port  Royal.  1  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  1  am  in  full  possession  of  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  of 
Fernandina  and  Amelia  Island,  and  of  the  river  and  town  of  St.  Mary’s. 

I  sailed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  last  day  of  February,  in  the  Wabash , 
and  on  the  2d  instant  entered  Cumberland  Sound  by  St.  Andrew’s 
Inlet,  in  the  Mohican ,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  on  board  of  which  I 
have  hoisted  my  flag.  The  fleet  comprised  the  following  vessels,  sailing 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named: 

Ottawa ,  Mohican  (accompanied  by  Ellen),  Seminole ,  Pawnee,  Poca¬ 
hontas,  Flag,  Florida,  James  Adger ,  Bienville ,  Alabama,  Keystone  State, 
Seneca,  Huron,  Pembina,  Isaac  Smith,  Penguin ,  Potomsha ,  armed  cutter 
Henrietta,  armed  transport  McClellan,  the  latter  having  on  board  the 
battalion  of  marines  under  the  command  of  Major  Reynolds,  and  the 
transports  Empire  City ,  Marion ,  Star  of  the  South,  Belvidere,  Boston, 
George’s  Creeh,  containing  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Wright. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  Cumberland  Sound  at  half  past  10  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  channel  and  wait  for 
the  tide. 

Here  I  learned  from  a  contraband  who  had  been  picked  up  at  sea  by 
Commander  Lanier,  and  from  the  neighboring  residents  on  Cumber¬ 
land  Island,  that  the  rebels  had  abandoned  in  haste  the  whole  of  the 
defenses  of  Fernandina  and  were  even  at  that  moment  retreating  from 
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their 


Amelia  Island,  carrying  with  them-  such  of  their  munitions  as 

whole  fleet  through  Cumberland  Sound 

as  to  turn  the  heavy  works  on  the  south  end  ot  ' 

orth  end  of  Amelia  islands;  but  on  receiving  tj1^  intelligence^ I. 


ht  draft  from  the 
of  Commander  P. 


was 

north  .  -  ,  ,. 

detached  the  gunboats  and  armed  steamers  ot  ng 
main  line  and,  placing  them  under  the  command  .,  , 

Drayton,  of  the  steam  sloop  Pawnee ,  1  ordered  him  to  push  thiougli 
the  sound  with  the  utmost  speed,  to  save  public  and  private  propeity 
from  threatened  destruction,  to  prevent  poisoning  the  wells  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  all  those  outrages  by  the  perpetration  of  winch  the  lea  lcis 
in  this  nefarious  war  hope  to  deceive  and  exasperate  the  Southei 

^Iu  the  meantime  I  went  out  of  the  sound  and  came  by  sea  to  the 

main  entrance  of  this  harbor.  ,  ....  , ,  . 

In  consequence  of  bad  weather  I  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar  till  this 
morning.  Commander  Drayton,  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  b.  P. 
Rod f>ers,  with  the  armed  launches  and  cutters  and  the  small-armed 
companies  from  the  Wabash ,  had  arrived  several  hours  before  me. 

Immediately  on  his  entering  the  harbor,  Commander  Drayton  sent 
Lieutenant  White,  of  the  Ottawa ,  to  hoist  the  flag  on  Fort  Clinch,  the 
first  of  the  national  forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has  resumed 
its  proper  place  since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  ol  the 
United  States  was  issued. 

A  few  scattered  musket  shots  were  tired  from  the  town  by  the  flying 
enemy,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  railroad  train  was  about  to  stai  t. 
Commander  Drayton,  on  board  the  Ottawa ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens,  chased  this  train  for  2  miles  and  fired  several  shells  at  it, 
aiming  at  the  locomotive,  some  of  which  took  effect.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Hon.  David  [L.j-  Yulee,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
from  the  State  of  Florida,  escaped  from  this  train  and  took  to  the 
bush.  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  pushing  ahead  with  the  launches, 
captured  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington,  containing  military  stores,  army 
wagons,  mules,  forage,  etc.,  and  fortunately  secured  the  drawbridge, 
which  was  held  during  the  night  by  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash. 

There  were  passengers,  women  and  children,  in  the  Darlington,  and 
the  brutal  captain  suffered  her  to  be  fired  upon  and  refused  to  hoist  a 
white  flag,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  the  women.  No  one  was 
injured.  1  send  the  captain  of  the  steamer  home,  a  prisoner;  his  name 
is  Jacob  Brock;  he  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  but  has  been  a  resident  of 
Florida  for  twenty-three  years. 

The  same  night  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  ascended,  the  St. 
Mary’s  with  the  Ottawa  and  took  possession  of  the  town,  driving  out  a 
picket  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  town  of  Fernandiua  was  also  occupied  b.v 
a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  from  Commander  Drayton’s  command. 
In  both  places  most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  by  order,  it  is  said,  of 
the  rebel  authorities.  A  company  of  seamen  and  marines  under  Lieu 
tenant  Miller  was  sent  from  the  Mohican  to  hold  Fort  Clinch. 

Itis  reported  tome  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,  of  the  Huron, 
that  the  whole  structure  of  the  railroad  on  the  Fernandina  side,  includ¬ 
ing  the  swinging  drawbridge,  is  quite  uninjured.  The  rebels  have  done 
some  damage  by  fire  to  the  trestlework  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  its  extent.  Several  locomotives,  baggage 
cars,  tenders,  freight  cars,  and  some  other  property,  besides  that  found 
in  the  steamer  Darlington,  have  been  recovered. 

The  whole  number  of  guns  discovered  up  to  this  time  is  thirteen, 
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embracing  heavy  32-pounders,  VM-ineh  guns,  aud  one  80  aud  one  120 
pounder  rifled  guns. 

The  towns  of  St.  Mary’s  aud  Fernandina  are  uninjured. 

I  visited  the  town,  Fort  Clinch,  and  the  earthworks  on  the  sea  face  of 
the  island.  It  is  impossible  to  look  at  these  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
defense  without  being  surprised  that  they  should  have  been  voluntarily 
deserted.  The  batteries  on  the  north  and  northeast  shores  are  as  com¬ 
plete  as  art  can  make  them.  Six  are  well  concealed,  are  protected  by 
ranges  of  sand  hills  in  front,  contain  perfect  shelter  for  the  men,  and 
are  so  small  and  thoroughly  covered  by  the  natural  growth  and  by  the 
varied  contours  of  the  land  that  to  strike  them  from  the  water  would 
be  the  mere  result  ot'  chance. 

A  battery  of  6  guns,  though  larger  and  affording,  therefore,  a  better 
mark,  is  equally  well  sheltered  and  masked. 

These  batteries  and  the  heavy  guns  mounted  on  Fort  Clinch  com¬ 
mand  all  the  turnings  of  the  main  ship  channel  and  rake  an  approach¬ 
ing  enemy.  Besides  them  there  was  another  battery  of  4  guns  on  the 
south  end  of  Cumberland  Island,  the  tire  of  which  would  cross  the 
channel  inside  of  the  bar.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  indirectness 
of  the  channel  and  from  the  shoalness  of  the  bar  would  have  added  to 
the  defenses  by  keeping  the  approaching  vessels  a  long  time  exposed 
to  tire  under  great  disadvantages.  And  when  the  ships  of  an  enemy 
had  passed  all  these  defenses  they  would  hav-e  to  encounter  a  well-con¬ 
structed  and  naturally  masked  battery  at  the  town,  which  commands 
the  access  to  the  inner  anchorage.  We  are  told  that  General  Lee  pro¬ 
nounced  the  place  perfectly  defensible.  We  are  not  surprised  at  this, 
if  true. 

We  captured  Port  Royal,  but  Fernandina  and  Fort  Clinch  have  been 
given  to  us. 

We  had  in  the  expedition  Mr.  W.  H.  Dennis,  an  assistant  in  the  Coast 
Survey,  who  possessed  accurate  local  knowledge  of  a  part  of  the  ground 
we  passed  over,  of  which  indeed  he  made  the  topographical  map  under 
the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  He  was  zealous  and  active,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention  him. 

The  Empire  City,  on  board  of  which  was  General  Wright,  grounded 
on  the  bar.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  (in  another  steamer)  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  transfer  to  him  the  forts  and  all  authority  and  possessionem 
the  land.  I  desire  to  speak  here  of  the  harmonious  counsels  and  cordial 
cooperation  which  have  marked  throughout  my  intercourse  with  this 
able  officer.  Our  plans  of  action  have  been  matured,  by  mutual  consul¬ 
tation,  and  have  been  carried  into  execution  by  mutual  help. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  reminding  the  Department  that  one  principal 
and  ultimate  object  of  the  naval  expedition  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
command  was,  in  its  first  conception,  to  take  and  keep  under  control 
the  whole  line  of  the  seacoast  of  Georgia,  knowing  (to  use  thelanguage 
of  the  original  paper)  “that  the  naval  power  that  controls  the  seacoast 
of  Georgia  controls  the  State  of  Georgia,”  The  repoit  that  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  at  St.  Simon’s,  armed  with  heavy  columbiads,  had  been  aban¬ 
doned,  which  first  reached  me  at  Port  Royal,  is  confirmed.  This  being 
the  case,  the  entire  seacoast  of  Georgia  is  now  either  actually  m  my 
possession  or  under  my  control,  and  thus  the  views  of  the  Government 

have  been  accomplished. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

*  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Detailed  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  4 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  ot  the  2d  March,  1  left  at  daylight 
on  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  following  g-unboats  and 
other  light-draft  vessels,  viz:  The  Ottawa ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
T.  II.  Stevens;  Seneca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Amrnen;  Huron, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes;  Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  J.  P.  Bankhead;  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson:  Penguin,  [Acting]  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd; 
Potomska,  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  C.  Watmough,  and  Ellen,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  [Acting  Master]  W.  Budd.  There  were  also  with 
us  three  armed  launches  of  the  Wabash  and  a  company  of  sailors,  all 
under  the  command  of  Commander  0.  It.  P.  hodgers,  of  that  vessel,  as 
well  as  the  transports  McClellan,  Captain  Gray,  on  board  of  which  was 
the  battalion  of  marines  of  Major  J.  G.  Reynolds;  the  Boston,  with  the 
Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Colonel  Guss,  and  the  armed 
cutter  Henrietta ,  Captain  Bennett. 

We  proceeded  at  once  down  Cumberland  Sound.  The  navigation, 
however,  proved  to  be  quite  intricate,  and  besides,  the  Pawnee ,  the 
Ottaiva,  and  Huron  (the  latter  the  only  one  with  a  pilot  except  myself) 
were  alone  able  to  cross  the  flats  at  the  dividing  line  between  tides 
that  meet  in  the  sound  from  the  north  and  south. 

With  these  I  continued  on  until  at  3  o’clock,  and  when  only  3  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Clinch,  all  except  the  Ottaiva  grounded,  and,  as  the 
tide  was  falling,  there  was  little  hope  of  getting  them  off  until  its 
change,  I  determined  therefore  to  push  on  in  that  vessel  with  the  three 
armed  launches  of  the  Wabash.  On  approaching  Fort  Clinch,  it  was 
so  evidently  deserted  that  I  would  not  stop,  but  merely  sent  Lieutenant 
G.  B.  White,  of  the  Ottaiva ,  on  shore  with  an  armed  boat  to  hoist  the 
American  flag  there  as  a  signal  to  yourself  at  anchor  outside  in  the 
Mohican.  This  he  did  and  returned  to  the  vessel  later. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Old  Fernandina,  a  white  flag  was  displayed 
by  some  persons  on  shore.  Shortly  after,  and  when  passing  New  Fer¬ 
nandina,  a  few  rifle  shots  were  fired  from  some  bushes  and  a  railroad 
train  was  perceived  just  starting.  As  it  was  naturally  supposed  to  con¬ 
tain  soldiers  escaping,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  to  try 
and  stop  it,  and  the  road  passing  for  some  distance  near  the  river,  and 
we  going /it  full  speed,  there  was  an  opportunity  of  firing  several  shots 
at  the  two  locomotives  attached  to  the  train,  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  its  escape  across  the  railroad  bridge,  which  is  4  miles  from  the 
town,  and  it  was  soon  lost  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side.  We  after¬ 
wards  found  on  the  track  the  bodies  of  two  men  who  had  been  killed  by 
our  shots,  one  of  whom  was  a  soldier,  and  the  report  was  that  ex-Sena- 
tor  Yulee,  who  was  on  one  of  the  cars,  had  also  been  struck,  but  this,  1 
think,  was  a  mistake. 

In  the  meantime,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  attempting  to  escape 
up  the  narrow  creek  over  which  the  railroad  bridge  passes,  the  draw  of 
which  she  went  through  very  soon  after  the  train  had  crossed.  Several 
shots  were  fired  at  her  without  effect,  and  as  the  Ottawa  could  not  go 
up  the  creek,  Commander  Rodgers  followed  her  with  two  of  his  armed 
boats,  captured  and  brought  her  alongside.  She  was  found  to  be  filled 
principally  with  women  and  children,  but  also  had  on  board  a  surgeon 
in  the  Confederate  Army  and  a  number  of  mules  and  wagons  belonging 
to  the  Quartermaster’s  Department. 
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As  everything  had  been  done  now  that  could  be  in  this  direction,  and 
as  it  was  quite  dark,  being  near  8  o’clock,  we  returned  oft'  the  town  of 
Fernaudina,  where  I  left  the  Ottawa  and  went  on  board  of  the  steamer 
that  we  had  captured  for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  a  pilot  to  bring 
up  the  Pa  wnee  and  Huron. 

Soon  after  Commander  Rodgers,  with  the  Ottawa ,  proceeded  to  occupy 
the  town  of  St.  Mary’s,  Ga.,  a  small  place  on  the  St.  Mary’s  River, 
distant  10  miles  from  here,  and  where  we  supposed  some  of  the  guns 
removed  from  Fort  Clinch  had  been  taken. 

Owing  to  various  detentions,  I  was  not  able  to  reach  the  Pawnee  until 
midnight,  or  to  bring  her  up  until  daylight,  when,  with  the  Huron ,  I 
anchored  off  this  town. 

During  the  night  an  armed  launch  of  the  Wabash,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master  R.  H.  Lamson,  had  been  left  for  the  protection  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  the  draw  of  which  had  been  opened.  Toward  morning, 
however,  a  number  of  soldiers  came  down,  and  under  cover  of  the  bushes 
set  the  farther  end  on  fire.  They  were  repeatedly  fired  on  and  driven 
oft',  but  succeeded  in  very  much  injuring  its  western  portion.  On  seeing 
the  smoke,  I  sent  the  Huron  up  to  prevent  the  remaining  part  from 
being  injured,  in  which  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  was  suc¬ 
cessful. 

The  batteries  on  and  near  Fort  Clinch  on  the  southern  part  of  Cum¬ 
berland  Island  and  at  New  Fernaudina,  although  many  guns  have  been 
removed,  might  have  offered  most  serious  obstacles  to  our  approach,  as 
will  be  seen  by  my  detailed  report  of  them.  They  were,  however,  being 
rapidly  disarmed,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  but 
it  was  determined  to  defend  them  from  any  attack  by  sea  until  the  place 
could  be  regularly  evacuated,  and  the  bar  being  a  very  intricate  one, 
and  well  under  fire,  they  might  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
had  our  advance  been  made  from  that  side. 

At  8  o’clock  of  the  night  previous  ’to  my  arrival,  however  (the  2d),  a 
telegram  came  from  Brunswick,  mentioning  that  24  of  our  armed  ves¬ 
sels  were  in  Cumberland  Sound.  This  news  seems  to  have  produced  a 
perfect  panic,  as  by  12  o’clock  the  next  day  the  garrison,  which  consisted 
of  1,500  men,  as  well  as  almost  all  of  the  inhabitants,  had  gone  off'. 

Shortly  after  bringing  up  the  Pawnee,  and  at  about  7  o’clock  this 
morning,  I  occupied  the  town  with  our  marines  and  the  Wabash’s  com¬ 
pany  of  rifies  and  endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  quiet  the  few  people 
left  and  to  prevent  any  injury  to  public  or  private  property.  Midship¬ 
man  M.  L.  Johnson  pushed  along  the  railroad  with  some  of  his  men,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  day  brought  in  two  locomotives  and  three  railroad 
cars.  He  also  collected  and  put  a  guard  over  a  quantity  of  rosin,  tur¬ 
pentine,  and  cotton,  to  prevent  its  being  carried  oft'  or  injured.  At  9 
o’clock  the  Isaac  Smith  arrived,  when  I  immediately  sent  her  out  to 
communicate  with  your  vessel,  which  she  met,  however,  on  the  way  in. 
The  report  of  Commander  Rodgers  accompanies  this,  as  well  as  a 
description  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor  and  their  armament; 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  express  the  great  obligations  that  1  am 
under  to  Commander  Rodgers  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens. 
Except  for  the  former  and  his  boats  we  should  scarcely  have  been  able 
so  readily  to  capture  the  steamer,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  constant 
watchfulness  and  good  management  of  the  latter,  his  vessel  would  not 
have  been  able  to  follow  the  Pawnee  so  far  as  she  did  without  a  pilot, 
and  thus  at  last  enable  us  to  act  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  instead 
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of  waiting  for  the  next  morning,  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  ’  P.'Drayton, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  \Blockading]  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Darlington 

and  the  occupation  of  St.  Mary’s,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  4, 1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  after  leaving  the  Ottawa  I  entered 
Kingsley’s  Gut,  and  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  railroad  bridge  with  the 
second  launch  of  the  Wabash,  passed  through  the  draw,  and  just  after 
dark  captured  the  steamer  Darlington ,  which  was  endeavoring  to  escape 
from  Fernandina  with  military  wagons,  mules,  forage,  etc. 

On  board  were  several  passengers  with  their  baggage,  and  among 
them  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  G.  Lungren,  of  the  Confederate  forces.  We 
also  captured  a  small  schooner. 

I  left  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash  to  secure  the  drawbridge  and 
hold  the  passage  during  the  night. 

As  soon  as  the  prizes  could  be  taken  to  Fernandina  I  left  that  place 
in  the  Ottawa ,  with  the  armed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  and  reached  the 
town  of  St.  Mary’s  soon  after  midnight,  which  we  at  once  proceeded  to 
occupy. 

At  the  time  of  our  arrival  the  place  was  held  by  a  picket  of  cavalry, 
which  made  its  escape,  but  we  seized  their  horses  and  equipments. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  left  the  town;  some,  how¬ 
ever,  remain. 

Leaving  the  Ottawa  and  one  of  the  cutters  of  the  Wabash  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  St.  Mary’s,  I  have  returned  to  Fernandina. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  for  very  cordial 
and  efficient  cooperation.  Assistant  W.  H.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Sur¬ 
vey,  accompanied  me  to  St.  Mary’s  and  rendered  me  much  valuable  aid. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ft.  P.  Bodgers, 

Commander. 

Commander  Perceval  Drayton,  IT.  S.  Navy. 


Defenses  of  Fernandina. 

Fernandina,  March  4, 1862. 

No.  1.  Fort  Clinch:  A  brickwork,  the  front  of  which  alone  is  fin¬ 
ished  and  consists  of  a  parapet  for  guns  en  barbette  with  chambers 
underneath,  loopholed  for  muskets;  is  capable  in  its  present  state  of 
mounting  twenty  guns,  but  its  actual  armament  is  only  as  follows : 
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Caliber. 

Weight. 

Marks. 

Carriage. 

Remarks. 

Pounds. 

7,161 

7,161 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

8,800 

8,730 

7  noo 

J.R.A.&  Co.T.F. 

Seacoast . 

Spiked. 

T)o 

Do. 

Do 

1820 . 

. do . 

Do. 

Dn 

. do . 

Do. 

Do 

. do . 

Do. 

Do 

. do . . 

Do. 

J.R.A.&  Co.B.F. 

None . \7. . 

Do. 

Do 

. do . 

Do. 

14,720 

.T.R.  A.&  Co . 

None . 

On  a  sling  cart  for  re- 

mova.1. 

2.  A  series  of  earthworks,  beginning-  a  quarter  of  a  mile  seaward  of 
the  fort,  and  capable  of  mounting  19  heavy  guns,  which  command  all 
the  turns  of  the  channel  coming  in  from  sea,  protected  by  traverses 
from  enfilade,  and  with  ovens  for  heating  shot. 

3.  Earthworks  at  New  Fernaudina:  Four  guns  well  protected  by 
earthworks,  as  follows: 


Caliber. 

Weight. 

Marks. 

Carriage. 

Remarks. 

Pounds. 

5,000 

5,000 
9, 150 
6,000 

No.  26,  W.  P.S . 

No.  37. . 

J.  R.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F. 
McC.  W.  &  Co., 

P.  P.  F.  1836. 

Seacoast . 

..do . . 

.Spiked  and  carriage 
burned. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do  . 

4.  South  point  of  Cumberland  Island:  A  long  unfinished  earthwork, 
intended  to  mount  at  least  twelve  guns,  but  only  prepared  as  yet  for 
four,  which  have  been  removed.  Among  tliem  were  a  rifle  gun  of  120 
pounds  and  one  of  #0,  judging  from  the  shells  found  in  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Fernandina. 

After  a  careful  examination,  I  find  that  there  were  nineteen  and  not 
nine  (as  I  first  thought)  places  for  guns  between  Fort  Clinch  and  the  sea¬ 
ward  side  of  the  island ;  guns  had,  I  think,  at  some  time  been  mounted  in 
all  of  them,  and  a  number  of  ovens  for  heating  shot  were  conveniently 
placed.  This  would  make  the  available  defenses  as  follows: 

CtUIIS. 

Pound  at  Fort  Clinch .  ^ 

Found  at  Fernandina . J 

Found  at  Cumberland  Island,  circles  for .  ’ 

Found  outside  of  Fort  Clinch,  circles  for . 1J 

37 

Very  respectfully,  IJ.  Drayton, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Downes,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  attempt  to  save  burning  bridge  at 

Fernandina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  made  an  attempt  this  morning  with  my  boats  to  extinguish 
the  fire  on  -the  bridge,  some  of  my  boats  landing  on  the  left  side  of  the 
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bridge  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  draw.  I  landed  in  my  gig 

on  the  right  hand  side  and  commenced  extinguishing  the  dames,  when 
the  enemy  showed  himself  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  apparently  hav¬ 
ing  a  post  in  the  house  situated  there.  As  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
cut  off  my  return,  I  returned  on  board  the  ship  and  fired  at  the  house, 
where  we  could  still  see  the  men  there  stationed. 

There  is  depth  of  water  sufficient,  for  this  vessel  to  approach  within 
covering  distance  of  "the  draw,  but  the  channel  is  so  very  intricate  and 
crooked  that  I  did  not  like  to  venture  my  vessel  therein.  The  arrival 
of  the  Ellen ,  however,  gives  me  the  means  of  performing  the  service 
for  which  I  was  sent  here,  and  1  have  therefore  retained  her  and  am 
about  proceeding  farther  up  the  creek  in  her. 

The  drawbridge  is  yet  perfect,  but  all  the  piers,  which  are  on  hre,  are 
destroyed.  There  is  also  a  baggage  car  and,  I  think,  a  locomotive 
worth  saving.  A  schooner  lays  farther  up  the  creek,  which  I  shall 
attempt  to  get  out. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  IT.  S.  Army, 
requesting  him  to  occupy  Femandina,  Fla. 

Fernandina, 

Tuesday ,  March  4,  1862 — 12  o'clock. 
General:  Will  you  send  up  and  take  possession?  There  is  prop¬ 
erty  on  the  railroad. 

They  were  preparing  to  resist  until  night  before  last. 

We  captured  the  Darlington  with  the  women  and  children. 

A  shell  from  the  Ottawa  killed  some  people  (soldiers)  making  then- 
escape  by  the  cars. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Brigadier- General  Wright. 

There  is  a  Mississippi  regiment  at  South  St.  Mary’s,  on  the  main. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  cautioning  him 

against  mistakes  in  firing. 


Flagship  Mohican, 

Fernandina  Harbor,  Monday ,  March  4,  [1862]. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  I  have  sent  on  shore  to 
General  Wright  to  send  a  company  of  soldiers  to  the  protection  of  the 
locomotive,  etc.  They  will  go  up  the  railroad  from  Fernandina,  but  you 
must  be  sure  there  is  no  mistake  made  in  reference  to  them,  and  see 
that  the  Fllen  does  not  fire  into  our  people. 

In  haste,  respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  -Off  eer . 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron,  off  Railroad  Bridge. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  verify  the 
report  of  the  abandonment  of  fort  on  St.  Simon’s  Island,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Fernandina ,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir:  Before  leaving  Port  Royal  information  reached  me  that  the 
preparations  of  this  expedition  had  caused  the  abandonment  of  the  fort 
at  St.  Simon’s  Island,  a  very  strong  work,  and  that  thirty  cannon  had 
been  taken  to  Savannah. 

This  has  been  confirmed  by  two  sources  since. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Mohican  under  your  command, 
taking  with  you  the  James  Adger ,  Commander  Marchaud,  and  Potomsha , 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  to  St.  Simon’s  Sound  and  Bruns¬ 
wick,  approaching  with  proper  caution  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of 
the  above  reports. 

Yon  will  recover  the  lenses  belonging  to  the  light-houses  of  Little 
Cumberland  Island  and  St.  Simon’s,  said  to  be  in  store  at  Brunswick. 

After  ascertaining  the  true  condition  of  things  at  Brunswick  you 
will  dispatch  the  James  Adger  to  report  to  me  at  Port  Royal. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  8.  Mohican. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  aid  for  grounded  transports. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina ,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  learned  that  the  steam  transport  Empire  City,  which 
was  got  oft' last  night,  is  again  on  shore,  and  that  the  Belvidere,  which 
w;is  sent  to  her  assistance,  is  also  ashore.  The  Marion  has  been  sent 
to  the  assistance  of  the  former  and  the  Boston  will  be  dispatched  to 
aid  the  latter  as  soon  as  she  can  land  her  troops. 

Can  yon  lend  some  additional  aid  by  sending  me  one  or  two  of  your 
light  draft  vessels  at  once"?  The  weather  looks  threatening,  and  I  fear 
the  loss  of  the  vessels  unless  they  are  promptly  relieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Flagship  Mohican,  Fernandina  Harbor,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
forwarding  information  regarding  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  from  Dr.  Balsan,  a  Prussian  by  birth,  but  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Florida,  whom  I  have  met  before  and  in  whom  I  am  dis¬ 
posed  to  rely  with  some  confidence.  He  professes  to  be,  and  I  believe 
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is,  a  Union  man;  and  if  to  be  believed,  bis  information  in  regard  to 
Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine  is  of  interest  at  this  juncture. 

I  have  arranged  to  go  out  on  the  railroad  as  far  as  the  drawbridge 
to-morrow  morning,  and  on  my  return — before  12  o’clock,  I  hope— -I  will 
call  on  board  the  flagship  to  confer  with  you  in  regard  to  any  further 
movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  H.  G.  Wright, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  etc.,  IT.  8.  8.  Mohican. 

[Enclosure.] 

Dr.  Balsan  owns  a  place  at  Davies’  Point,  on  the  St.  John’s  River,  but 
lias  resided  some  two  or  three  years  in  Fernandina ;  thinks  the  troops  that 
left  Fernandina  are  in  ambush  somewhere  along  the  line  of  the  railroad; 
says  the  country  between  this  and  Jacksonville  is  such  as  to  preclude 
the  successful  march  of  a  force  across  the  country,  and  that  the  enemy 
will  fall  back  and  scatter  on  the  approach  of  our  troops,  harassing  them 
whenever  an  opportunity  offers.  Understands  there  are  eight  guns, 
some  of  them  rifled,  at  the  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s  Kiver; 
but  thinks  the  battery  of  no  great  value,  owing  to  the  want  of  traverses 
to  the  guns.  Says  it  was  not  abandoned  two  weeks  ago.  At  St.  John’s 
Bluff  there  are  some  six  guns  and  perhaps  forty  men;  doubts  whether 
the  guns  have  been  mounted.  Understands  that  the  ordnance  taken 
from  this  place,  Some  twelve  pieces,  most  of  which  was  sent  by  railway, 
is  to  be  put  in  battery  at  Dame’s  Point,  on  the  St.  John’s  River. 
Although  a  force  can  not  successfully  march  upon  Jacksonville,  thinks 
that  by  water  a  small  force  would  suffice  for  the  capture  of  the  place, 
where,  at-  last  accounts,  there  were  but  two  companies.  The  battery 
on  Talbot  Island  (Nassau  Sound)  is  a  small  affair;  Captain  Haldy 
commands.  Says  not  more  than  10  feet  water  can  be  carried  safely 
over  the  St.  John’s  bar  and  up  to  Jacksonville.  From  Picolata  to  St. 
Augustine  is  a  horse  railroad-,  distance  18  miles.  There  are  600  men  at 
St.  Augustine,  mostly  from  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  who, 
he  thinks,  will  not  fight  much.  The  people  are  tired  of  the  war.  There 
is  a  small  battery  on  Anastasia  Island,  near  the  light  house;  while  at 
Fort  Marion  there  is  scarcely  any  ordnance,  perhaps  two  or  three  guns, 
the  rest  having  been  sent  to  this  and  other  points.  Says  the  bar  at  St. 
Augustine  is  at  present  bad ;  not  so  good  as  that  at  the  entrance  of 
the  St.  John’s  River. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board, 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  light-house  on  Little  Cumberland  Island. 

Flagship  Mohican, 

Off  the  Town  of  Fernandina ,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Light-House  Board  that  the 
light  house  on  Little  Cumberland  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation. 
The  lens  was  carefully  taken  down  by  the  light-house  keeper,  who 
came  to  me  in  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  and  has  impressed  me  very  favor¬ 
ably  by  his  spirit  and  loyalty.  He  thinks  the  lens  at  St.  Simon’s  is 
with  it  at  Brunswick,  where  1  hope  to  recover  the  same. 

The  Light-House  Board  is  aware  that  the  light-house  on  St.  Simon’s 
was  destroyed  by  the  rebels. 
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A  large  number  of  buoys  have  been  recovered  here.  I  see  no  moor¬ 
ings  for  them,  however.  The  light  house  is  uninjured,  but  I  have  not 
yet  discovered  the  apparatus. 

In  haste,  yours,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -  Officer. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  joint 

occupation  of  Fernandina,  Fla. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  is  very  desirous  that,  in  conjunction  with  an 
army  force,  you  shall  take  possession  of  Fernandina,  11a.,  and  hold  it. 
You  will  therefore  consult  with  General  Sherman  and  accomplish  this 
matter  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  inter¬ 
ests  in  other  directions.  The  Department  does  not  intend  that  you 
shall  abandon  any  undertaking  now  in  progress,  but  leaves  the  time  to 


your  own  excellent  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  . 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Loyal,  S.  C. 


Order  for  the  preservation  of  the  property  formerly  belonging  to  General  Nathanael  Greene. 

Dungeness  House,  March  6,  1862. 

This  property,  belonging  originally  to  General  Nathanael  Greene,  a 
Revolutionary  hero  and  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  is  now  the  property 
of  his  grandson,  Mr.  Nightingale.  It  is  hereby  ordered  and  enjoined 
upon  all  who  may  visit  the  place  to  hold  everything  about  the  prem¬ 
ises  sacred,  and  in  no  case  to  disturb  or  take  away  any  article  without 
a  special  order  from  Commodore  Du  Pont  or  General  Wright. 

John  Rodgers, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Charles  Steedman, 

•  Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

APproved-  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

March  8,  1862. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Fort  Clinch  and 

St.  Mary’s,  Ga. 

-U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir  •  Upon  our  arrival  off  St.  Andrew’s,  I  was  directed  by  you  to 
cross  the  bar  at  that  place  with  the  Seneca,  Huron,  Pembina,  Isaac 
Smith,  Penguin ,  Potomska,  Ellen,  and  McClellan  and  anchor  inside. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished  about  nightfall  of  the  2d  ultimo, 
this  vessel  anchoring  about  2  miles  from  the  point  of  Cumberland 
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Island,  the  Potomska  anchoring  just;  outside  the  bar,  as  a  guide  for  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  to  enter,  as  you  directed. 

The  next  morning,  as  I  had  orders  not  to  engage  any  batteries,  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  in  this  vessel  alone  some  distance  into  Cumber¬ 
land  Sound,  and  finding  no  batteries,  anchored  off  the  light  house  and 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  hoist  the  flag  upon  it,  making  signals  to  the 
Seneca  and  Pembina  to  anchor  near  us.  Joining  the  rest  of  the  squad¬ 
ron  as  they  passed  up  the  sound,  this  vessel,  by  order  of  sailing,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Pawnee,  the  next  morning,  on  our  way  to  this  place.  The 
Pawnee  grounding  about  5  miles  from  Fernandiua,  Commanders  Dray-- 
ton  and  Eodgers  came  on  board,  the  latter  with  the  launch  of  the 
Wabash,  and  we  proceeded  alone  in  the  Ottawa  to  the  nearest  attain¬ 
able  point  to  the  railroad  bridge,  sending,  as  we  passed  Fort  Clinch, 
Lieutenant  White,  the  first  lieutenant  of  this  vessel,  in  the  gig  ashore 
to  hoist  the  flag  upon  the  fort,  and  proceeded  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  balance  of  the  work,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  steamer 
Partington  and  a  pilot  boat.  This  done,  we  were  ordered  to  proceed 
•  immediately  to  St.  Mary’s,  which  we  did,  reaching  the  place  about 
1  o’clock,  where  we  anchored,  and  Commander  C.  It.  P.  Eodgers,  with 
the  launch  of  the  Wabash  and  the  cutters  of  this  vessel,  landed  and 
took  peaceable  possession.  For  more  complete  details  for  your  infor¬ 
mation,  I  rely  upon  [the  reports  of]  the  senior  officers,  who  were  on 
board  the  Ottawa. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Isaac  Smith  at  St.  Mary’s,  I  proceeded  in 
this  vessel,  under  your  instructions,  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  St. 
Mary’s  Eiver,  and  reached  a  point  called  Woodstock  Mills,  a  distance 
of  about  50  miles  from  this  place,  landing  at  the  plantations  of  a  Mrs. 
Campbell  and  that  of  a  Mrs.  Downes,  a  place  called  the  Brick  Yard, 
and  at  Woodstock  Mills,  owned  and  occupied  by  a  Mr.  Albertis,  noti¬ 
fying  those  whom  I  met  (which  seemed  to  reassure  them)  of  your  inten¬ 
tion  to  protect  all  peaceable  citizens  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
inviting  those  who  had  fled  to  return  to  their  homes.  I  enclose  here¬ 
with  a  copy  of  the  communication  I  left  with  Mrs.  Campbell  and  Judge 
Albertis  to  signify  the  same  to  the  people  generally. 

Before  leaving  Woodstock  Mills' I  learned  through  a  negro  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  cut  us  off  with  their  light  batteries 
and  infantry  of  the  Mississippi  regiment  who  had  been  stationed  here. 
When  near  the  Brick  Yard  the  enemy’s  riflemen  attacked  us  in  force 
from  both  sides  of  the  river.  I  opened  upon  them- with  our  battery, 
using  grape  and  canister  and  small  arms,  killing  and  wounding  a  large 
number.  The  fire  was  kept  up  from  both  sides  of  the  river  (here  about 
100  yards  v  ide)  for  about  a  mile,  after  which  we  [neither]  saw  nor  heard 
anything  more  of  them  until  just  above  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Camp¬ 
bell,  when,  discovering  a  large  body  of  cavalry  about  1,200  yards 
ahead  of  us,  I  threw  a  few  10-second  Xl-inch  shell  among  them,  when 
they  fled  in  great  haste  and  confusion.  Passing  down  the  river  about 
3  miles  farther,  just  where  it  debouches  into  the  marshes,  we  discovered 
in  ambush  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and  before  they  had  time  to  fire  °avo 
them  a  round  from  the  Xl-inch  loaded  with  canister,  the  two  24-ponnd 
howitzers,  and  the  12-pound  howitzer  of  the  Wabash  which  I  had  taken 
on  board  before  leaving),  which  was  worked  admirably,  as  indeed  all 
the  guns  were.  Very  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  this  destructive  fire. 
1  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  on  board 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very  accurate,  as  the  various  nar¬ 
row  escapes  of  both  officers  and  men  and  the  numerous- bullet  holes  in 
the  sides  of  the  vessel  will  testify. 
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I  am  inlormed  that  some  distance  beyond  the  point  I  reached  there 
are  large  quantities  of  turpentine  on  board  of  two  steamers;  the 
steamers  can  not  escape.  I  saw  also  on  the  bank  of  the  river  the  live- 
oak  frame,  complete,  for  a  ship  of  1,800  tons,  ready  for  shipment,  and  a 
schooner,  in  very  good  order,  of  about  100  tons;  but  as  the  river  is  very 
narrow,  and  the  turns  following  each  other  in  quick  succession,  short 
and  abrupt,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  to  tow  down  so  long 
a  vessel.  The  live  oak  abounds  for  many  miles  along  the  river. 

I  am  quite  confident  that  our  visit  will  be  productive  of  good,  both  to 
those  well  disposed  and  to  our  enemies,  who  have  been  taught  a  lesson 
they  will  not  soon  forget.  From  my  observation,  such  a  thing  as  free 
speech  among  them  is  a  tradition,  and  the  reign  of  terror  rules  every¬ 
where.  Still,  those  I  saw  were  very  grateful  for  the  assurances  given, 
and  I  doubt  not  many  of  them  will  avail  themselves  of  our  protection. 

Finally,  permit  me  to  commend  to  you  the  good  conduct,  uniform 
throughout,  of  both  officers  and  men,  and  to  thank  through  you  Mid¬ 
shipman  Pearson,  of  the  Wabash ,  who  commanded  her  cutter,  for  the 
valuable  assistance  he  was  always,  in  fixe  and  out  of  fire,  ready  to  render. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fern  andina,  Fla. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

■  St.  Mary’s  River ,  March  7,  1862. 

Captain  Stevens,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa ,  is  authorized  by  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont  to  assure  the  peaceable  citizens  living  on  the  St.  Mary’s 
River  that  they  will  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property;  that 
it  is  his  desire  they  should  return  to  their  homes,  where  nobody  will 
come  near  to  harm  them. 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  regarding 
the  buoying  of  the  channel  to  Fernandina  and  Brunswick. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor ,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  immediately  proceed  with 
the  Bibb  to  this  place,  with  a  proper  supply  of  buoys,  to  mark  out  the 
channel  to  Fernandina  and  to  Brunswick. 

The  utmost  dispatch  is  necessary,  as  I  consider  the  bar  a  very  dan¬ 
gerous  one.  In  my  absence  you  will  please  report  to  Commander 
Drayton. 

The  buoys  taken  up  here  are  in  good  preservation,  but  without  moor¬ 
ings.  I  think,  however,  that  car  wheels,  many  of  which  can  be  had 
here,  will  answer  the  purpose.  I  see  no  chains. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag  Officer. 

Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle, 

Asst.  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  Bibb ,  Port  Royal. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  proposed  expedition  of  gunboats  up  the  St.  John  s  Elver. 


Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor ,  March  7,  1862. 

General:  I  have  maturely  considered  since  I  saw  you  this  morning 
the  views  we  expressed  in  reference  to  the  expedition  of  gunboats  up 
the  St.  John’s  River,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  if  it  should  be 
in  accordance  with  your  views,  that  a  battalion  should  be  embarked 
on  board  of  your  lightest  draft  transport  to  accompany  the  expedition, 
as  it  might  be  desirable  for  them  to  occupy  for  a  short  time  points  on 
the  river,  and  perhaps  Jacksonville  itself,  tor  a  iew  hours  until  a  recon- 
noissance  of  the  same  should  be  made,  to  return,  ot  course,  when  this 


in 


should  be  accomplished,  with  the  gunboats. 

I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  embarked  by  10  o’clocl 
the  morning,  as  I  purpose  sending  the  expedition  ot  boats  out  by  the 

midday  flood.  . 

Will  you  please  direct  the  commanding  officer  to  place  himself  in 
official  relation  with  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  now  off  St.  John’s, 
to  whom  the  gunboats  will  be  ordered  to  report. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Brigadier-General  W right. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  expedition  up  St.  John’s  River. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  will  at  once  issue  orders  to  the  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regi¬ 
ment  to  embark  on  the  transport  Boston'e arly  to  morrow  morning,  and 
presume  everything  will  be  in  readiness  for  moving  by  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  the  commanding  officer  to  place  himself 
in  official  relations  with  Captain  Goldsborough,  as  you  suggest,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 

Brigadier -  General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fernandina  Harbor,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  reconnois- 
sance  in  the  St.  John’s  River  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor r  March  7,  1862.  ■ 
Sir:  I  desire  that  the  St.  John’s  River  should  be  examined  as  far  as 
Jacksonville,  and  I  send  all  the  light  draft  vessels  which  .can  iiossibly, 
by  my  information,  cross  the  bar  of  St.  John’s.  I  consider  it  a  recon¬ 
naissance  in  force,  not  knowing  whether  any  batteries  have  been  erected 
since  the  evacuation  of  Fernandina,  and  1  wish  you  to  penetrate,  under 
a  sound  discretion,  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 
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I  have  requested  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  send  a  battalion  of 
troops  in  a  light  draft  transport  to  accompany  the  expedition,  and  have 
desired  him  to  direct  the  commanding  officer  to  put  himself  in  official 
relations  with  you.  These  troops  may  be  of  service  in  holding  tempo¬ 
rarily  points  after  you  pass,  or  more  particularly  to  enable  you  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  condition  of  things  in  Jacksonville,  taking  any  public  property 
that  may  be  there,  destroying  such  as  you  may  not  be  able  to  carry  off 
that  may  be  of  military  importance  to  the  rebels,  but  respecting  tQ  the 
utmost  private  property.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  further  into 
details  with  my  present  knowledge,  but  I  rely  upon  your  judgment  and 
discretion  to  carry  out  effectively  the  general  objects  of  the  expedition. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  any  point  on  St.  John’s  River,  and  I 
expect  the  troops  to  return  with  you. 

If  the  blockade  of  St.  John’s  can  be  maintained  inside  the  bar  suffi¬ 
ciently  by  one  vessel,  you  will  leave  on  your  return  the  Isaac  Srhith , 
giving  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  the  command  in  that  river, 
to  report  as  opportunity  may  offer  to  Commander  Drayton  at  Fernan- 
dina,  who  is  the  senior  officer  on  the  coast  of  Florida  and  the  adjacent 
coast  and  waters  of  Georgia  up  to  St.  Simon’s. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  to  report  for  duty  off  the  bar  of  St.  John’s  River. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor ,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  prepare  the  Ottaica  to  be  in  all  respects  ready 
to  proceed  by  the  noonday  tide  to  morrow  with  the  Seneca ,  Pembina , 
Isaac  Smith,'  Huron,  and  Ellen,  off  the  bar  of  St.  John’s,  and  report 
to  Commander  John  R.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Florida,  senior  officer 
present. 

I  send  you  Acting  Master  Dickinson  as  pilot  for  the  St.  John’s. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa ,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  return 
of  articles  belonging  to  Confederate  prisoner  of  war. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  a  small  schooner  containing  the  effects  of  a 
medical  officer  of  the  Confederate  Army  and  those  of  his  wife,  left  near 
the  railroad  bridge  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  was  boarded  by 
you  and  more  or  less  of  these  articles  taken  from  her. 

You  will  please  let  me  know  if  such  is  the  fact,  and  should  any  of 
these  things  from  her,  having  been  considered  a  prize,  have  found 
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their  way  on  board  the  Ellen,  you  will  see  that  they  are  instantly 
returned  to  Dr.  Lungren,  a  prisoner  of  war,  whose  private  chattels 

should  be  respected.  . 

As  a  prize,  you  must  be  aware  that  the  provisions  of  the  Vilith 
Article  of  War  are  very  strict  against  touching  anything  found 
therein. 

I  understand  that  Dr.  Lungren,  having  permission,  visited  your  ship, 
and  was  rudely  treated  by  you.  1  desire  explanations  on  this  head 
also. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd, 

U.  S.  S.  Ellen,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  for  a  reconnoissance  off  St.  Augustine. 


Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Keystone  State  under  your  command  off  St.  Augustine  and  make  such 
reconnoissances  with  your  boats  as  will  enable  you  to  gain  information 
of  the  condition  of  things  there. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  John’s 

rivers. 


Unofficial.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s ,  March  9,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  sent  an  official  dispatch,  dated  the  4tli  instant,  to 
the  Department,  detailing  events  up  to  that  time.  The  gunboat  Ottawa, 
on  the  same  day,  ascended  the  St.  Mary’s  River  about  50  miles  above 
its  mouth  without  meeting  any  resistance.  On  her  return,  however, 
she  was  tired  upon  repeatedly  by  riflemen  on  the  shore,  whereby  four 
of  her  men  were  wounded.  She  replied  with  grape  and  canister,  killing 
and  wounding  a  number  of  the  enemy. 

Fernandina  is  entirely  in  the  possession  of  the  army  and  SL  Mary’s 
is  commanded  by  the  Penguin ,  rendering  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels  useless. 

1  dispatched  yesterday  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Seneca ,  Pembina,  Huron, 
and  the  steamers  Isaac  Smith  and  Ellen  to  St.  John’s  River,  with 
directions  to  proceed  up  that  river  as  far  as  Jacksonville,  to  which 
point  it  is  said  the  enemy  have  retreated. 

I  intend  also  to  send  a  vessel  or  two  to  St.  Augustine,  where,  accord¬ 
ing  to  reliable  information,  there  is  but  a  small  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
are  not  anxious  to  light  against  us. 
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As  soon  as  I  can  give  the  results  of  these  expeditions  I  will  write  to 
the  Department  in  full,  though  I  may  say  in  confidence  that  I  have  no 
doubt  we  have  entire  possession  of  the  whole  coast  of  Florida,  as  well 
as  that  of  Georgia. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  communicated  with  the  gunboats.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Stevens  reports  three  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s 
River  with  guns  in  them,  but  deserted. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy 
regarding  orders  issued  for  cooperative  expedition  to  St.  Augustine. 


Headquarters,  March  9 ,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  1  send  the  minutes  of  an. examination  of  a 


contraband  recently  from  Jacksonville,  who  was  sent  in  by  the  pickets 
yesterday.  It  is  the  same  information  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  this 
morning. 

I  also  send  a  letter  for  Colonel  Whipple,  commanding  troops  on  the 
Boston ,  instructing  him  to  accompany  the  naval  force  to  St.  Augustine 
and  to  leave  there,  say,  two  companies,  if  you  conceive  it  desirable 
that  the  place  be  garrisoned.  May  I  ask  that  the  letter  be  sent  on 
board  the  Boston  to  Colonel  Whipple"? 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly, 

H.  G.  Wright. 


Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army, 
recommending  the  return  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holland,  C.  S.  Army,  and  others  by  flag  of 
truce. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's,  March  .9,  1862. 

General  :  The  Boston  having  put  on  board  the  gunboats  the  troops 
intended  for  the  expedition  up  the  St.  John’s,  owing  to  the  threatened 
change  of  weather,  I  have  concluded  to  send  by  her  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Holland,  adjutant-general  of  Florida,  and  the  six  men  accompanying 
him,  who  were  taken  by  one  of  our  cruisers  when  approaching  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  were  detained  for  some  days  under  unavoidable 
circumstances. 

In  accordance  with,  your  views  and  mine,  1  recommend  that  he  be 
sent  under  a  flag  of  truce  beyond  our  lines  with  his  men. 

He  has  been  a  guest  in  my  cabin,  and  you  will  find  him  an  intelligent 


and  candid  gentleman. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Dit  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Brigadier-General  Wright. 
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Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  by  flag  of  truce  of  Lieuten- 
F  ant-Colonel  Holland,  C.  S.  Army,  and  others. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

March  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  delivered  the  colonel  and  his  six  men  to  General 
Wright,  who  desires  me  to  say  that  he  will  send  him  out  with  a  hag  o 
truce  at  once.  A  deserter  came  in  this  morning  from  the  Mississipp 
regiment.  He  is  a  native  of  Maine,  but  says  had  they  known 
would  have  been  hung  in  an  hour.  There*  were  m  it  [^regimen it] 
about  440  men,  all  of  whom  left  two  days  since  for  Baldwin, 
bridge,  4  miles  from  here,  they  burned,  and  he  says  there  is  not  now  a 
soldier  this  side  of  Baldwin.  It  was  two  companies  from  their  camp 
who  attempted  to  intercept  the  Ottawa.  He  saw  them  go  out  and  come 
in  They  said  that  they  drove  off  the  gunboat  and  killed  her  men; 
they  had  no  one  hurt.  The  Florida  regiment  which  was  m  garrison 
here  had  a  park  of  artillery;  the  Mississippi  [regiment]  none.  I  took 
the  general  yesterday  to  St.  Mary’s,  where  I  went  to  see  [acting  mas¬ 
ter]  Budd,  who  was  exercised  by  the  large  discretion  you  had  given 
him.  I,  however,  set  everything  right. 

#  #  *  *  #  •  *  * 

St.  Mary’s  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  not  a  white  now  left  there,  I  think. 

The  Ben  Be  Ford  came  in  yesterday,  bringing  news  to  the  3d,  a  paper 
of  which  date  I  send.  Nothing  of  particular  importance  has  occurred, 
except  taking  of  Nashville. 

Very  truly,  _ 

P.  Drayton. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  regarding  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  St.  Simon’s  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Saint  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia ,  March  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded  in  obedience  to 
your  order  of  this  date  with  the  launch,  armed  with  a  howitzer,  and 
the  second  cutter  of  this  ship,  with  the  marines  and  an  armed  cutter 
from  the  Mohican,  to  take  possession  of  St.  Simon’s  Island,  on  which 
we  landed,  instantly  throwing  out  pickets,  and  taking  every  precaution 
against  surprise. 

This  done,  I  took  formal  possession  of  St.  Simon’s  Island,  hoisting 
the  American  flag  on  one  of  the  batteries  thrown  up  by  the  rebels.  On 
inspecting  the  two  batteries  ou  that  island  we  found  them  to  consist 
of  strong  earthworks,  and  so  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to 
St.  Simon’s  Sound,  and  in  my  judgment  well  adapted  to  the  purpose 
and  capable  of  ottering  strong  resistance  to  the  ingress  of  an  enemy  of 
considerable  force. 

There  are  twelve  embrasures  in  the  two  batteries  and  numerous  and 
well- constructed  magazines,  furnishing  ample  room  for  a  large  supply 
of  ammunition.  We,  however,  found  no  guns  mounted,  but  picked  up 
on  the  beach  a  X-inch  solid  shot,  which  we  brought  on  board. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  plan*  of  the  batteries  drawn  by  Master  Lloyd 
Phoenix,  who  had  charge  of  the  howitzer  and  launch  on  the  occasion, 


Not  found. 
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to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  so  good  an  illustration  of  the  defenses  of 
St.  Simon’s  Island. 

After  inspecting  the  batteries  we  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Mr. 
King,  but  found  no  one  there  and  took  care  to  enter  no  house  but  such 
as  offered  an  easy  entrance,  and.  furthermore,  scrupulously  abstaining 
from  either  injuring  or  taking  anything  from  the  buildings,  thus  furnish¬ 
ing  no  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  rebels. 

Having  finished  the  duty  assigned  us,  the  pickets  were  drawn  in,  the 
command  embarked,  and  we  returned  to  our  respective  ships. 

Before  leaving  the  anchorage  the  flag  which  had  been  hoisted  by  us 
on  the  batteries  was  hauled  down  by  your  direction,  that  it  might  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Baloh, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  iS.  S.  Mohican. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brunswick,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Brunswick,  Ga .,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded  this  day  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order  with  the  launches,  armed  with  howitzers,  and  the 
boats  of  the  Mohican  and  Pocahontas,  covered  by  the  battery  of  the 
Potomska,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  to  land  and  take  pos 
session  of  the  town  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  which  we. did,  meeting  with  no 
resistance  whatever. 

We  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  Oglethorpe  House  and  posted 
on  that  house  your  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brunswick;  from 
thence  we  proceeded  through  the  town,  searching  for  public  property, 
in  which  we  were,  however,  not  successful,  nor  did  we  discover  any 
trace  of  the  lenses  for  the  light-house,  for  which  you  directed  me  to 
search. 

We  found  the  town  entirely  deserted  by  its  inhabitants  and  nearly 
all  property  possible  to  be  removed  taken  away. 

Glynn  County  Academy,  an  institution  under  the  care  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  was  visited  by  us,  in  which  we  found  a  number  of 
philosophical  instruments,  maps,  and  school  books,  which  were  left  as 
we  found  them.  This  was  the  practice  of  all  under  my  command  in 
our  search  through  the  town,  thus  furnishing  no  cause  for  a  charge 
against  us  of  destroying  or  taking  any  private  property.  On  the  acad¬ 
emy  building  we  posted  a  copy  of  your  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Brunswick. 

We  visited  the  town  hall,  on  which  another  copy  of  your  proclama¬ 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brunswick  was  posted,  and  1  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  state  officially  that  the  command  abstained  entirely  from 
interfering  with  private  property  of  any  kind,  thus  fulfilling  the  require- 
ments  of  your  general  order  of  the  9th  instant  in  reference  thereto. 

To  the  officers  and  men  comprising  the  occupying  force  I  tender  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  promptness,  ready  obedience,  and  energy  by 
which  we  successfully  accomplished  the  duties  assigned  us. 

Having  accomplished  the  duties  assigned  us,  and  having  hauled  down 
the  flag  which  we  had  hoisted  on  the  Oglethorpe  House  on  taking  pos- 
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session,  that  it  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  we  embarked 
and  returned  on  board  ot  our  ships. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  balch 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  .  .  ,, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  off  Brunswick,  Ga. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  the  batteries  on  Jekyl 

r  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Brunswick  Harbor,  Ga.,  March  10,  1802. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  landed  with  the  rifle 
company  and  marines  of  this  vessel  and  hoisted  the  flag  over  the  rebel 
batteries  on  -Jekyl  Island,  guarding  St.  Simon’s  entrance. 

I  found  the  principal  battery  to  be  the  one  situated  farther  seaward 
and  intended  to  defend  the  main  channel.  It  is  a  strong  bombproof 
work,  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and  railroad  iron,  well 
supported  and  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive  timbers. 

It  is  capable  of  fighting  three  case-mated  guns;  guns  had  been 
mounted  in  each  of  the  three  embrasures,  but  they  with  tlieii  carriages 
and  all  the  ammunition  had  been  removed  by  the  enemy.  The  maga¬ 
zine  I  found  entirely  empty..  .  , 

Another  work  about  500  yards  landward  I  found  to  consist  ot  two 
casemates  similarly  but  not  so  carefully  constructed  as  the  first;  also 
earthworks  capable  of  mounting  guns  en  barbette;  four  guns  had  been 
mounted  on  this  work,  all  of  which,  with  their  carriages,  ammunition, 
etc.,  had  been  removed.  I  found  a  magazine  and  hot-shot  furnance 
attached. 

I  dispatched  a  scouting  party  to  ascertain  if  possible  it  any  of  the 
enemy  remained  on  the  island.  A  number  of  log  huts  on  a  deserted 
camp  ground  were  the  only  signs  of  the  enemy  they  discovered. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Miller, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  B.  Navy. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

TJ.  IS.  S.  Mohican. 


RepCrt  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  at  St.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  Monday  Evening,  March  10,  1862.- 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  8th  instant,  I  proceeded  off 
St.  Augustine,  anchoring  about  9  o’clock  the  same  evening.  On  Sun¬ 
day  morning  1  started  a  boat  inshore  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  fol  ¬ 
lowing  along  with  the  ship  so  as  to  cover  her  in  the  event  of  her  being 
fired  upon.  No  signs  of  a  human  being  could  be  seen  on  shore,  the 
town  seeming  to  be  entirely  deserted,  as  also  the  fort.  Owing  to  the 
heavy  swell  and  surf  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  entrance  to  the  har¬ 
bor,  and  I  accordingly  came  to  anchor  again,  hoping  for  a  smoother 
time.  This  morning  again  I  ran  in  and  anchored,  and  at  1  p.  m.  dis¬ 
patched  two  boats  provided  with  buoys  to  mark  the  bar  and  entrance, 
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but,  owing  to  tbe  heavy  surf  breaking,  the  boats  were  unable  to  effect 
anything,  although  at  one  time  close  in  with  the  beaches  to  the  south¬ 
ward  of  the  light-house.  No  smoke  was  to  be  seen  issuing  from  any 
of  the  houses,  no  colors  flying  on  the  fort,  nor  any  evidence  to  induce 
the  belief  that  a  single  human  being  was  in  the  place.  There  seemed 
to  be  some  few  guns  en  barbette  on  the  fort  commanding  the  entrance, 
but  none  could  be  discovered  on  any  other  part. 

A  little  before  8  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  joined  me, 
and  at  8:30  I  left  in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  brought  me  to  join  you 
off  St.  John’s. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Le  Boy, 

f  Ifi'ivi  in  n  yi  rl ph* 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  March  10, 1862. 

The  IT.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Captain  Lanier,  arrived  here  this  morning 
direct  from  Fernandina,  Fla.,  bringing  Captain  Davis,  late  fleet  captain 
of  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  as  bearer  dispatches  from  Commodore 
Du  Pont  to  Navy  Department,  announcing  capture  Fernandina  and 
Brunswick  by  fleet  under  his  command.  We  are  indebted  to  Captain 
Davis  for  an  outline  of  operations  of  fleet  since  it  left  Port  Boyal,  about 
1st  of  March,  on  what  was  announced  as  an  important  expedition,  the 
place  of  destination  having  been  concealed  at  request  of  Government. 
The  first  point  of  coast  approached  by  the  fleet  was  the  town  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Ga.;  the  enemy  abandoning  their  works  and  precipitately  flying 
at  the  approach  of  the  gunboats,  it  was  taken  possession  of  and  gun¬ 
boats  left  in  charge.  This  gives  our  Government  control  of  the  whole 
coast  of  Georgia  from  South  Carolina  to  Florida.  Brunswick  being 
disposed  of,  the  fleet  moved  20  miles  farther  to  Cumberland  Sound,  the 
entrance  to  harbor  of  Fernandina,  Fla.  The  fleet  entered  Cumberland 
Sound  in  the  following  order :  Mohican  (flagship,  Commodore  Du  Pont), 
Ottawa,  Seminole,  Pawnee ,  Flag,  Bienville,  Alabama,  James  Adger,  Flor¬ 
ida,  Seneca,  Huron,  and  Pembina.  They  were  followed  by  small  armed 
steamers  Isaac  Smith,  Potomska,  Penguin,  and  Fllen.  Next  came  armed 
revenue-cutter  Henrietta,  armed  transport  McClellan,  followed  by  trans¬ 
ports  Empire  City,  Boston,  Belvidere,  Star  of  South,  George1  s  Creek,  and 
brig  General  Wright,  all  loaded  with  troops' under  command  of  General 
Wright. 

When  the  expedition  came  in  sight  of  Fort  Clinch  the  rebels  were 
discovered  making  hasty  flight,  and  fired  two  or  three  random  shots 
from  barbette  guns  of  the  fort.  Tbe  shells  of  fleet,  however,  caused 
a  hasty  evacuation,  and  Fort  Clinch  was  immediately  taken  possession 
of  and  the  flag  of  the  Union  raised  on  old  staff  which  has  been  so  long 
disgraced  by  traitors’  colors.  This  is  first  of  the  old  Southern  forts  of 
the  Union  that  has  been  recovered  since  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  declaring  that  they  must  all  be  restored  to  the  Union.  As  the  fleet 
approached  the  fort  a  train  of  cars  was  observed  leaving  Fernandina, 
and,  as  the  track  runs  some  3  miles  along  shore  of  sound,  Commodore 
Du  Pont  sent  one  of  the  gunboats  in  pursuit  of  her.  An  exciting  race 
took  place,  the  steamer  throwing  shells  at  the  flying  train,  some  of 
N  W  R— VOL  12 - 38 


594  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 

them  tailing  in  such  close  proximity 

train  of  course  outran  the  gunboat  and  ™™Vf-  Lh°  “,"S 

^n=ratidwv^  Vs 

Sim  were  in  the  earthworks  '{'"jf  f  removed  a  po  ■ 

tion  of  their  guns  which  were  said  to  be  at  St.  John  s,  tartner  up  s  uinu. 
An  expedition  was  preparing  to  go  up  to  capture  them  when  the  Ala¬ 
bama  sailed  Considerable  ammunition  was  also  captured,  and  the 
same  evening  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington ,  loaded  with  wagons,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  camp  equipage,  was  also  captured  while  endeavormg  t 
escape  The  expedition  accomplished  its  mission  on  the  4th  Maicl  , 
the  anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of  President  Lincoln  Troops  of 
General  Wright  were  landed  and  Commodore  Burnside  [Du  Pont] 
handed  over  to  his  possession  the  forts  and  earthworks,  which  were 
quickly  garrisoned.  Most  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  Fernandina  had 
lied  and  the  city  was  also  taken  possession  of.  This  has  been  one  ot 
the  most  useful  ports  to  rebels,  a  large  number  of  vessels  having  run 

the  blockade  here.  Fulton. 

Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier, 
vessel  at  Baltimore 


U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  of  the  arrival  of  that 
from  Fernandina,  Fla.,  with  dispatches  and  prisoners. 


U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Baltimore ,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S. .Alabama 
at  this  place  with  Fleet  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  bearer  of  dispatches. 

I  have  on  board  two  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from  Fernandina  by  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont.  I  await  instructions  from  the  Department  for  their 
disposition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Lanier, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  vessels  participating  in 

reconnoissance  of  St.  John’s  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  March  11, 1862. 

The  vessels  will  move  at  daylight,  taking  precedence  according  to 
rank.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  engage  the  enemy  the  vessels  will  form 
in  line  ahead  at  a  distance  of  a  cable’s  length. 

The  first  repeater  at  the  fore  will  be  signal  for  all  armed  boats  of  the 
Wabash,  with  the  land  forces  on  board  the  respective  vessels,  to  repair 
on  board  the  Ottawa.  No  boat  will  land  without  permission  of  the 
senior  officer  commanding,  whose  motions  are  to  be  followed. 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  reconnoissance  in  Turtle  River,  Georgia. 


U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Brunswick,  Ga.,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  10th  instant,  this  ship  and  the  Potomslca,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
P.  G.  Watmough,  proceeded  up  Turtle  River  to  the  head  of  navigation, 
both  vessels  anchoring  off  a  bulkhead  in  the  river  where  but  9  feet  of 
water  could  be  found,  and  where  even  that  depth  of  water  was  in  an 
extremely  narrow  channel  and  offering  so  many  difficulties  to  our 
farther  progress  up  the  river  that  we  concluded  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  further  effort  to  ascend  were  not  such  as  to  lead  us  to 
incur  the  danger  of  delay  in  getting  aground  and  perhaps  preventing 
us  from  rendering  more  important  services  elsewhere.  The  Potomslca, 
being  of  somewhat  lighter  draft,  preceded  this  ship,  and  we  met  with  no 
difficulty  in  ascending  the  river  to  the  head  of  navigation. 

Along  the  banks  of  Turtle  River  we  could  see  the  embankments  of  a 
railroad  and  a  train  from  Brunswick  passing  over  it  as  we  ascended 
the  river. 

The  Coast- Survey  chart  which  I  had  was  found  very  accurate  as  far 
as  it  went  but  did  not  take  us  up  the  whole  distance. 

To  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  I  feel  under  obligations  for 
his  zeal  and  energy  and  skill,  as  also  to  Mr.  Haffards,  who  acted  as 
pilot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  Brunswick,  Ga. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  St.  Augustine, 

Fla. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  crossed  the  bar  witli  some  difficulty,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders  I  approached  St.  Augustine  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  as 
I  drew  near  the  city  a  white  dag  was  hoisted  upon  one  of  the  bastions 
of  Fort  Marion. 

Landing  at  the  wharf,  and  enquiring  for  the  chief  authority,  I  was 
soon  joined  by  the  mayor  and  conducted  to  the  city  hall,  where  the 
municipal  authorities  were  assembled. 

I  informed  them  that  having  come  to  restore  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  you  had  deemed  it  more  kind  to  send  an  unarmed  boat 
to  inform  the  citizens  of  your  determination  than  to  occupy  the  town 
at  once  by  force  of  arms;  that  you  were  desirous  to  calm  any  appre¬ 
hension  of  harsh  treatment  that  might  exist  in  their  minds,  and  that 
you  should  carefully  respect  the  persons  and  property  of  all  citizens 
who  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  that  you  had  a 
single  purpose — to  restore  the  state  of  affairs  which  existed  before  the 
rebellion. 

I  informed  the  municipal  authorities  that  so  long  as  they  respected 
the  authority  of  the  Government  we  serve,  and  acted  in  good  faith, 
municipal  affairs  would  be  left  in  their  hands  so  far  as  might  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 
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The  mayor  ami  council  then  informed  me  that  the 
evacuated  the  preceding  night  by  two  companies  of  Florida  tioops 
and  that  they  gladly  received  the  assurances  I  gave  them,  and  placed 

tht  recommended  them  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  Union  at  once;  and  in 
prompt  accordance  with  this  advice,  by  order  of  the  mayor,  the  national 

^ -r*  —  d  at 

the  fort,  which  are  in  good  condition  and  not  spiked,  and  also  the  few 

munitions  of  war  left  by  the  retreating  enemy. 

I  desired  him  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the  present,  to  make  careful 
inventories,  and  establish  a  patrol  and  guard,  informing-  him  that  he 
would  be  held  responsible  for  the  place  until  our  forces  should  entei  th 

ha{  calied  upon  the  clergymen  of  the  city,  requesting  them  to  reassure 
their  people  and  to  confide  in  our  kind  intentions  toward  them. 

About  1,500  persons  remain  in  St.  Augustine,  about  one-fifth  of  the 

inhabitants  having  fled.  .  , 

I  believe  that  there  are  many  citizens  who  are  earnestly  attached  to 
the  Union,  a  large  number  who  are  silently  opposed  to  it,  and  a  sti 
larger  number  who  care  very  little  about  the  matter.  I  think  that 
nearly  all  the  men  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  affairs  we  are  now 

There  is  much  violent  and  pestilent  feeling  among  the  women.  They 
seem  to  mistake  treason  for  courage,  and  have  a  theatrical  desire  to 

figure  as  heroines.  -  .  , 

Their  minds  have  doubtless  been  filled  with  the  falsehoods  so  indus¬ 
triously  circulated  in  regard  to  the  lust  and  hatred  ot  oui  tioops. 

On  the  night  before  our  arrival  a  party  of  women  assembled  m  front 
of  the  barracks  and  cut  down  the  flagstaff,  in  order  that  it  might  not 
be  used  to  support  the  old  flag. 

The  men  seemed  anxious  to  conciliate  us  in  every  way. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  place.  There  seems  to 
be  no  money  except  the  wretched  paper  currency  of  the  rebellion,  and 
much  poverty  exists. 

In  the  water  battery  at  the  fort  are  three  fine  army  32-pounders  ot 
7,000  pounds  and  two  YHI-inch  seacoast  howitzers  of  5,600  pounds, 
with  shot  and  some  powder.  There  are  a  number  of  very  old  guns  in 
the  fort,  useless  and  not  mounted.  Several  good  guns  were  taken  away 
some  months  ago  to  arm  batteries  at  other  harbors. 

The  garrison  of  the  place  went  from  St.  Augustine  at  midnight  on 
the  10th  for  Smyrna,  where  are  said  to  be  about  800  troops,  a  bat¬ 
tery,  the  steamer  Carolina,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  Mosquito  Inlet,  upon  which  Smyrna  is 
situated,  has  been  much  used  for  the  introduction  of  arms  from  the 
Bahamas. 

It  is  very  positively  stated  that  the  governor  has  ordered  the 
abandonment  of  east  Florida,  and  proposes  to  make  a  stand  near 
Apalachicola. 

When  I  attempted  to  return  to  the  Wabash  at  5  p.  m.  the  breakers 
had  become  so  heavy  as  to  render  the  bar  absolutely  impassable, 
though  I  had  secured  the  services  of  the  best  pilot  in  the  port. 

I  crossed  them  this  morning  with  much  difficulty,  having  remained 
in  the  town  all  night. 
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Mi.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  accompanied  me,  rendered  me 
much  valuable  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  sug¬ 
gesting  the  continued  presence  of  gunboats  in  the  St.  John’s  River. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Off  Port  Royal,  March  12,  1862. 

Commodore  :  I  understand  that  St.  John’s  Bluff  is  not  occupied  and 
that  no  armament  is  at  that  point.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
a  tew  gunboats  be  kept  in  St.  John’s  River  to  prevent  the  occupation 
of  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  any  of  the  guns  brought  away  from 
Fernandina  from  being  sent  to  St.  Augustine.  A  watch  upon  Jack¬ 
sonville  will  prevent  this.  General  Wright  has  orders  to  land  force  at 
Picolata  and  march  on  St.  Augustine. 

With  a  few  more  gunboats  in  St.  Augustine  Harbor  and  the  St. 
John’s  also  guarded  by  gunboats,  Fort  Marion  and  St.  Augustine  Bar¬ 
racks  are  ours. 

I  was  in  Savannah  River  yesterday.  Everything  straight. 

A  refugee  came  in  from  Savannah  and  brought  a  paper  of  the  10th. 
Stirring  accounts  of  a  naval  fight  at  Fort  Monroe,  but  do  not  believe 
the  results  arrived  at. 

Yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Fernandina,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Huron,  to  hold  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  can,  with  safety  to  your  vessel,  I  desire  you  to 
cross  the  bar  and  hold  possession  of  St.  Augustine. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron,  off  St.  Augustine. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Mr.  Daniel,  threatening  demolishment  of  his 
house  unless  recognition  be  given  to  the  flag. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  want  of  acknowledgment  of  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  United  States  in  not  hoisting  a  white  flag  or  our  ensign  on  our 
passing  your  plantation  yesterday  was  observed. 
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As  the  purpose  of  a  force  in  these  waters  is  to  establish  our  author- 
My,  a  want  of  respect to voir  wfll  to  observed,  and  if 

yon\avePfXlgtod0sh"w  a  necessary  acknowledgment  of  our  presence 

your  house  will  be  demolished  by  shelling. 

Yery  respectfully, 


r,ie,utenant. 


Danl.  Ajimen, 
n nm/mandina  oft  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Mr.  Daniel,  or  Agent, 

St.  John’s  River. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Of  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir-  In  my  dispatch  of  the  4th  instaut  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the 
Department  of  the  fall  of  Brunswick  Ga.,  the  capture  ot  Fernandina 
Fla.,  of  the  town  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  the  river  ot  that  name,  one  o 
boundaries  between  these  States,  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  in 
short,  the  coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simons  southward. 

I  forward  herewith  interesting  reports*  from  Commander  Drayton 
and  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  detailing  the  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  the  capture  of  Fernandina  and  St.  Mary’s  and  an  interesting 
extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  of  a  recoin 
noissance  in  the  Ottawa  up  the  river  St.  Mary’s,  which  reports  had  not 
reached  me  when  my  dispatch  was  sent.  ,  , 

Having  on  the  7th  dispatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  hold  Bruns¬ 
wick  consisting  of  the  Mohican,  Pocahontas,  and  Potoviska ,  under  Com¬ 
mander  Godou,  I  shifted  my  dag  from  the  first-named  vessel  to  the 
Paivnee  and  organized  another  squadron  of  light  vessels,  embracing  the 
four  regular  gunboats  Ottawa ,  Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Huron ,  with  the 
Isaac  Smith  and  Ellen,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s  River,  cross,  it 
possible,  its  difficult  and  shallow  bar,  feel  the  forts  if  still  held,  and  push 
on  to  Jacksonville;  indeed,  to  go  as  far  as  Palatka,  SO  miles  beyond,  to 
reconnoiter  and  capture  river  steamers.  This  expedition  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  armed  launches  and  cutters  of  the  TfVdbctsh^  under 
Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Barnes,  and  by  a  light-draft  transport,  with  the 


Seventh  New  Hampshire  Regiment. 

After  arranging  with  Brigadier-General  Wright  our  joint  occupation 
of  the  Florida  and  Georgia  coasts,  including  protection  from  injury  to 
the  mansion  and  grounds  of  Dungeness,  on  Cumberland  Island,  origi¬ 
nally  the  property  of  the  revolutionary  hero  and  patriot,  General  Greene, 
and  still  owned  by  his  descendants,  and  leaving  Commander  Percival 
Drayton  in  charge  of  the  naval  force,  I  rejoined  this  ship,  waiting  for  me 
off  Fernandina,  and  proceeded  with  her  off  St.  John’s,  arriving  there  on 


the  9th. 

The  gunboats  had  not  yet  been  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  expected  to 
do  so  the  next  day,  the  Ellen  only  getting  in  that  evening.  As  at  Nas¬ 
sau,  which  was  visited  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  on  his  way 
down,  the  forts  seemed  abandoned. 

There  being  no  probability  that  the  Huron  could  enter,  I  dispatched 
her  off  St.  Augustine,  where  I  followed  her,  arriving  here  on  the  11th. 


*See  pp.  576,  578. 
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I  immediately  sent  on  shore  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  having  reason  to  believe  that  if  there  were  any  people  on'  this 
coast  likely  to  remain  in  their  houses  it  would  be  at  St.  Augustine. 

1  enclose  Commander  Rodgers’  most  interesting  report,*  which  I  am 
sure  the  Department  will  read  with  satisfaction.  The  American  flag  is 
flying  once  more  over  that  old  city,  raised  by  the  hands  of  its  own  peo¬ 
ple,  who  resisted  the  appeals,  threats,  and  falsehoods  of  their  leaders, 
though  compelled  to  witness  the  carrying  off  of  their  sons  in  the  ranks 
of  the  flying  enemy.  This  gives  us  possession  of  a  second  national  fort 
of  strength  and  importance. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  by  the  Isaac  Smith  the 
enclosed  printed  slip  and  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens 
of  his  operations  in  the  St.  John’s  River,  giving  details  of  great  interest. 

From  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  I  learn  with  regret  of  acts 
of  vandalism  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  commanders  (not  the  people)  in 
setting  fire  to  vast  quantities  of  lumber  and  the- sawmills  in  that  region 
owned  by  Northern  men  supposed  to  have  Union  sympathies. 

The  Isaac  Smith  has  arrived  opportunely,  as  that  vessel  can  get  into 
St.  Augustine,  while  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  Huron  could  enter.  The 
latter  I  send  to  Fernandina  with  dispatches  to  Brigadier-General  Wright. 

In  all  this  varied  and  difficult  service,  having  to  contend  with  surf 
shores,  dangerous  bars,  and  inland  navigation  in  an  enemy’s  country,  I 
think  it  due  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  to  say  that  they 
have  on  all  occasions  displayed  great  spirit  and  ability,  fully  coming  up 
to  my  requirements  and  expectations. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Jacksonville. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bar  with  this  vessel,  the  Seneca,  and 
Pembina  the  day  before  yesterday  about  4  o’clock,  having  no  water  to 
spare  under  our  keels.  The  [Isaac]  Smith  arrived  half  an  hour  after¬ 
wards,  and  crossed  without  a  pilot.  As  it  was  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  to  land  a  company  of  soldiers  for  the  protection  of  the 
guns  before  leaving  the  entrance  of  the  river,  I  found  it  too  late  to  move 
up  to  this  place  that  evening.  Near  10  o’clock  I  discovered  large  fires, 
bearing  W.  S.  W.,  from  the  anchorage,  which  proved  to  be,  on  my  arrival 
here,  the  burning  of  mills,  houses,  and  property  belonging  to  Northern 
men  with  suspected  Union  proclivities,  burned  by  order  of  the  rebel  com¬ 
mander.  I  left  Mayport  yesterday,  with  the  vessels  named,  for  this  point, 
ordering  the  Ellen  to  stop  at  St.  John’s  Bluff  and  take  on  board  the  guns 
and  munitions  of  war  at  that  point,  and  afterwards  to  rejoin  me  here, 
which  mission  was  successfully  accomplished.  We  succeeded  in  reach¬ 
ing  Jacksonville  without  difficulty,  and  at  every  house,  saving  one,  found 
evidences  of  peaceful  demonstrations  of  returning  reason. 

On  our  arrival  at  this  place  tlie  corporate  authorities,  through  S.  L. 
Burritt,  esq.,  came  off  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  gave  up  the  town. 


See  p.  595. 
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From  conversation  with  intelligent  citizens  I  find  that  the  inhabitants 
are  seeking  and  waiting  for  the  protection  of  our  Hag;  that  they  do  not 
fear  us,  but  their  own  people,  and  from  the  occupation  of  this  important 
point  I  am  satisfied,  if  our  opportunities  are  improved,  great  results 
will  follow.  Many  of  the  citizens  have  fled,  many  remain,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  most  of  them  will  return.  I  send  this  communication 
by  Captain  Nicholson,  who  will  be  able  to  inform  you  fully  of  the  actual 
condition  of  things.  I  would  respectfully  request  an  addition  to  the 
land  forces  from  Fernandina,  or  any  other  point,  and  authority  to  leave 
two  vessels  here.  The  land  forces  are  in  want  of  provisions.  I  leave 
this  morning  in  the  Ottawa ,  with  the  Ellen  in  company,  to  penetrate,  as 
far  as  prudent,  the  upper  waters  of  the  St.  John’s. 

I  have  just  heard  the  municipal  government  has  been  restored. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  the  mayor  to  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  in  view  of  the  occupation  of  that 

place  by  the  Union  forces. 


March  7, 1802. 

Fellow  Citizens:  In  the  present  trying  crisis  much  thought  and 
anxious  enquiry  has  been  devoted  by  the  city  council,  the  citizens,  and 
several  of  our  friends  from  the  country,  including  General  S.  R.  Pyles 
and  staff,  to  ascertain  and  determine  what,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
is  best  to  be  done,  and  will  best  promote  the  safety,  comfort,  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 

On  yesterday  evening  a  portion  of  the  city  council  held  an  interview 
with  General  Pyles  and  his  staff,  and  after  full  discussion  and  patient 
deliberation  it  was  unanimously  determined  that,  inasmuch  as  all  the 
Confederate  troops,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war  upon  the  St.John’s 
River  and  in  east  and  south  Florida  generally  are  ordered  away,  and 
that  the  east  and  south  are  to  be  abandoned,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  a 
defense  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  and  therefore,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  it  should  be  surrendered.  This  having  been  decided 
upon  as  the  sound  and  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  Colonel  M.  Whit. 
Smith  suggested  that  the  mayor  should  make  it  known  to  the  citizens 
by  proclamation,  and  this  suggestion  being  fully  concurred  in  by  all 
present,  I  therefore,  in  conformity  thereto,  make  known  to  you  that  all 
defenses  will  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  city  and  the  St. 
John’s  River,  and  no  military  force  will  be  kept  on  duty  except  for 
police  purposes,  and  such  force  will  be  supplied  by  details  drawn  from 
our  citizens. 

I  advise  and  earnestly  admonish  our  citizens  to  remain  at  their  homes 
and  pursue  their  usual  avocations,  and  I  call  upon  all  good  citizens  to 
give  their  aid  and  counsel  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  through¬ 
out  the  entire  community.  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  most  experienced 
and  intelligent  citizens  (and  I  think  a  correct  one)  that  if  the  enemy 
meet  with  no  resistance,  private  property  will  be  respected,  and  unarmed 
citizens  will  be  allowed  to  pursue  their  usual  occupations. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  our  whole  population  will  act  with  becoming 
prudence,  and  that  no  unnecessary  provocation  may  be  given  that  may 
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furnish  a.  reason  for  violence  from  any  quarter;  and  if  after  we  have 
offered  no  resistance  and  given  no  just  provocation,  violence  should  be 
committed,  the  whole  blame  will  rest  upon  the  aggressors. 

Every  citizen  able  to  perform  police  duty  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  go  on  duty  upon  receiving  notice  of  the  chief  of 
police. 

H.  H.  Hoeg, 

Mayor. 

To  the  Citizens  op  Jacksonville. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Huron,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Fernandina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla .,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  transfer  to  the  Isaac  Smith  the  soldiers  of  the 
Seventh  New  Hampshire  .Regiment,  now  on  board  your  vessel,  as  I 
intend  to  substitute  the  former  for  the  Huron  in  occupying  St.  Augus¬ 
tine,  her  draft  being  2  feet  less. 

You  will  receive  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  a  bearer  of 
dispatches  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  and  will  then  proceed  without 
delay  to  Fernandina,  delivering  to  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Paivnee, 
the  accompanying  communication  from  me. 

You  will  rejoin  me  off  this  place,  or,  if  not  here,  at  Mosquito  Inlet. 
If  you  can  procure  coal  at  Fernandina,  I  recommend  you  to  till  up. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  forwarding  of  mail  for  the  North  and  the  attitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  14,  1862. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  send  forward  important  dispatches  in  case  an 
opportunity  offers  for  Port  Royal  before  I  get  there.  I  also  send  the 
Paivnee  and  Penguin’s  mail,  received  here  by  Keystone  State. 

The  Huron  is  too  deep  to  get  ov^r  any  of  these  bars,  and  I  need  the 
Isaac  Smith  to  hold  St.  Augustine.  All  has  gone  well  here;  1,500  per¬ 
sons  have  remained  and  hoisted  the  flag  themselves. 

The  women,  however,  had  a  meeting  the  night  before  and  cut  down 
the  staff  that  it  might  not  be  hoisted.  Rodgers  met  a  virago  here 
ahead  of  Mrs.  Mitchell.  She  told  him  the  men  had  behaved  like  cowards, 
but  there  were  stout  hearts  in  other  bosoms,  striking  her  own  with 
theatrical  effect.  She  is  the  widow  of  a  Doctor  Loring,  killed  a  few  years 
ago  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel. 

All  is  going  well  at  St.  John’s  except  the  burning  of  the  fine  lumber 
mills. 

People  are  remaining  and  want  protection ;  with  the  guns  from  the 
bluff  it  ought  to  be  defended. 

I  think  the  general  will  see  that  it  is  best  to  send  more  troops.  Tell 
him  with  my  best  regards  to  make  short  work  of  that  drunken  colonel. 
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The  troops  will  require  provisions  immediately.  I  am  supplying  them 
myself,  but  they  are  not  yet  on  shore,  the  bar  is  so  rough  from  easterly 

W Thave  Keystone  State  at  Mosquito  (Smyrna),  where  the  Carolina ,  with 
arms,  is  bagged,  but  it  is  only  an  8-toot  bar  at  high  water. 

In  case  you  have  no  opportunity  of  sending  the  accompanying  dis¬ 
patches  to  Port  Royal  before  my  arrival  off  Fernandina,  you  will  please 
send  them  out  on  my  appearing  there,  together  with  your  own  mail  for 
the  North. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  8.  8.  Pawnee,  Fernandina ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
St.  Augustine  and  occupy  it  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  Isaac  Smith  can  pass  the  bar  you  will  proceed 
to  St.  Augustine  and  hold  that  harbor  and  city  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

The  people  remaining,  some  four-fifths  of  the  population,  are  friendly 
or  neutral,  with  probably  some  portion  hostile  to  the  Union. 

You  will  guard  the  town  from  incendiaries,  give  protection  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  let  them  understand  that  while  restoring  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  their  persons  and  property  will  be  respected  and 
that  a  municipal  government  established  by  them  according  to  our 
Federal  forms  will  be  recognized  by  yon. 

Major  Doughty  will  land  with  the  marine  guard  of  the  Wabash  and 
with  the  company  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Regiment  under 

Captain - ,  now  on  board  your  vessel.  You  will  see  to  their  proper 

location  and  give  them  all  the  assistance  in  your  power.  Major 
Doughty  will  be  senior  officer  on  shore. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith ,  off  St.  Augustine. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 

report  of  Fernandina  expedition. 

Navy  Department,  March  14, 1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  very  grati¬ 
fying  report  of  your  successful  expedition  to  Fernandina,  etc.,  dated 
the  4th  instant,  and  also  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  commendatory 
of  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


603 


General  instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
.  commanding  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla. ,  March  15.  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  inform  Major  Reynolds  to  bold  the  marine  bat¬ 
talion  in  readiness  to  embark  for  this  place  on  board  the  Keystone  State 
so  soon  as  I  can  send  her  to  Port  Royal.  I  will  dispatch  his  orders  by 
that  steamer. 

I  have  already  desired  you  to  send  the  Henry  Andrew  to  Fernandina. 
I  have  further  to  request  that  if  the  Sachem  and  Currituck  have  arrived 
at  Port  Royal  dispatch  one  to  North  Edisto  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader ,  and  the  other  to  report  to  me  off 
this  place  or  Mosquito  Inlet,  sending  me  the  most  serviceable. 

Please  fill  up  the  Keystone  State  with  coal  as  soon  as  she  arrives. 
She  is  now  very  light.  Send  Major  Reynolds  a  copy  of  that  portion  of 
this  communication  which  refers  to  the  battalion. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  charter  a  vessel  of  light  draft,  not  over  7  feet, 
if  possible  (one  of  the  unloaded  coal  vessels  might  answer),  to  be  laden 
with  two  months’  provisions  for  the  battalion,  one  month’s  provisions 
for  the  100  men  on  the  Isaac  Smith ,  and  if  any  room  be  left  till  up  with 
coal.  She  will  be  towed  down  by  the  Keystone  State ,  or  if  you  have 
her  ready  send  her  down  before.  I  enclose  requisitions  approved  by 
me  for  the  Isaac  Smith. 

I  think  that  trading  vessels  with  supplies  would  find  it  worth  while 
to  come  to  Jacksonville  and  this  place,  as  most  articles  of  provisions 
are  very  scarce  at  both.  You  are  authorized  to  give  them  a  license  to 


come. 

Perhaps  General  Sherman  may  have  to  send  provisions  to  Jackson¬ 
ville  for  the  troops  here,  and  he  may  be  able  to  furnish  a  light- draft 
steamer,  which  could  at  the  same  time  transport  the  supplies  above 
alluded  to  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  your  chartering  a  vessel. 
But  it  must  be  understood  that  there  can  be  no  transshipment  in  small 
boats  to  cross  these  bars.  The  transport  vessels  must  enter  themselves ; 
therefore  the  necessity  of  their  being  of  light  draft. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Comdg.  Naval  Force,  Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army, 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  15,  1862. 
Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1-ffh;  have  not 
time  to  write  officially  and  it  is  hardly  necessary. 

The  bars  off  this  coast  are  our  worst  enemies,  and  I  have  neither  my 
marines  nor  the  company  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  on  shore  yet. 

The  flag  was  hoisted  by  the  authorities  on  shore  and  four-fifths  of  the 
people  have  remained,  with  a  seemingly  cordial  acquiescence  in  my 

views  conveyed  by  Captain  Rodgers.  . 

They  are  afraid  of  incendiaries,  but  I  will  get  our  people  m  to-day; 
the  troops  here  retreated  to  Mosquito  Inlet  (Smyrna),  where  they 
smuggle  in  arms.  I  have  the  Carolina  shut  up  there. 
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You  will  doubtless  hear  all  the  news  from  Jacksonville,  Trapier, 
after  ingloriously  retreating,  sent  in  guerrillas,  as  they  call  themselves 
(400),  aud  burned  those  fine  sawmills. 

####*** 


Baldwin  is  where  the  most  troops  are.  My  launches  and  howitzers 
are  at  Jacksonville  and  two  fine  rifled  cannon  from  the  bluft  were  taken 
up  by  the  Mien;  surely  they  should  be  able  to  defend  themselves. 

I  have  sent  for  the  marine  battalion  to  hold  this  place,  and  can  then 
send  the  volunteer  company  here  to  Jacksonville  if  you  wish  it. 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

General  Sherman, 

Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  mails  and  the  landing 

of  troops  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla,,  March  15 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  forwarded  an  important  dispatch  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Huron  to  Fernandina,  with  orders  to  send  it  by  the  first 
opportunity  north. 

The  Rhode  Island  arrived  here  early  this  morning  and  I  have  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Trenchard  to  stop  off  Fernandina  and  take  on 
board  the  mails.  As  he  has  no  provisions  to  deliver,  he  will  proceed 
north  without  stopping  at  Port  Royal,  communicating,  however,  with  the 
light-boat  at  the  bar. 

The  troops  will  be  landed  at  St.  Augustine  to-day  to  protect  the  town 
from  being  fired  by  the  rebel  soldiers,  who  are  supposed  to  be  still  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  adjacent  country. 

Further  information  from  the  St.  John’s  River  is  satisfactory.  The 
burning  of  the  valuable  mills  and  lumber  with  the  fine  hotel  at  Jack¬ 
sonville  and  the  house  of  Mr.  Robinson,  a  Union  man,  was  by  order  of 
the  rebel  general  Trapier,  who,  after  ingloriously  flying  with  his  forces 
from  the  town,  with  very  considerable  means  of  defense  at  hand,  sent  a 
large  detachment  back  for  this  incendiary  purpose,  on  discovering  that 
our  gunboats  had  not  been  able  on  their  first  arrival  to  cross  the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  at  Fernandina  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Huron  with  the  mail  for  the  north. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Fernandina ,  March  15,  1862 — 7  p.  m. 
Dear  Sir:  The  Huron  has  just  come  in  (6  p.  m.),  having  left  your 
mail  on  board  of  the  Blunt  with  orders  that  it  should  be  placed  on  the 
Rhode  Island,  which  was  seen,  coming  up.  I  will  send  the  Darlington, 
according  to  verbal  orders  received,  so  soon  as  I  can  arrange  with 
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General  Wright,  who,  I  understand,  is  to  put  some  troops  on  board. 
She  is  in  rather  a  dilapidated  condition  and  could  scarcely  go  outside 
without  repairs,  which  I  have  commenced  making  on  her,  and  which 
perhaps  your  carpenters  can  continue. 

Colonel  Holland  was  delivered  to  his  friends,  but  no  picket  could  be 
found  6  miles  beyond  St.  Mary’s.  There  is  nothing  new  here,  and  every¬ 
thing  perfectly  quiet.  I  send  this  with  the  orders  for  the  Penguin , 
which  go  now. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

P.  Drayton. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  off  St.  Augustine. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to  the  IT.  S.  steamers  Dar¬ 
lington  and  Huron. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina ,  March  16,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Penguin  went  out  early  this  morning  and  I  now  send 
the  Darlington,  which,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  great  want  of  provisions 
at  St.  John’s,  I  venture  outside,  although  she  is  rather  a  slight  affair 
and  much  injured  in  her  upper  works  by  various  collisions. 

Your  mail  was  placed  on  board  of  the  Rhode  Island  last  evening. 

I  have  loaned  my  launch’s  howitzer  to  the  Darlington  for  the  moment. 
Can  you  have  it  replaced  if  she  is  not  to  come  back  to  me  immediately, 
as  it  might  be  important  to  have  the  power  of  arming  one  of  my  boats'? 

I  send  the  Huron  to  St.  Mary’s,  for,  although  I  agree  with  you  that 
it  matters  little  whether  the  place  is  burned  or  not,  still  I  think  it  a 
most  important  outpost  of  this  place,  as  enabling  us  to  keep  up  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  interior  through  the  slaves,  and  at  the  same  time 
preventing  the  scandal  of  their  being  seized  within  sight  of  our  flag  at 
this  anchorage. 

I  believe  that  I  have  done  what  you  wanted  about  the  Darlington, 
although  no  one  seemed  to  know  exactly  what  she  was  to  do;  the 
Huron’s  captain  thought  she  was  to  take  soldiers  somewhere,  the  pilot 
provisions,  and  General  Wright  knew  nothing,  so  I  exercised  my  judg¬ 
ment. 


Very  truly,  yours, 


P.  Drayton, 

Senior  Officer  off  Fernandina. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Wabash. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry 

Andrew  to  St.  Augustine. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina ,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  I  gather  from  your  letters  in  an  indirect  way  that  you  desire 
the  Henry  Andrew  to  join  you,  and  as  she  is  not  mentioned  among  the 
vessels  detailed  to  remain  here  during  the  absence  of  the  Pawnee,  I 
send  her  to  you. 

She  only  arrived  here  last  evening. 
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If  not  required  farther  south,  she  would  be  very  useful  here  in  keep¬ 
ing  the  communication  open  through  the  sound  to  Brunswick  and 
Darien. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Flag- Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Wabash, 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and 
its  defenses  on  St.  Simon’s  and  Jekyl  islands. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  March  19,  1862, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  in  my  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  13th  instant  that  I  had  dispatched  a  division  of  my  force  to 
Brunswick  under  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  consisting  of  the  Mohican, 
the  Pocahontas,  and  the  Potomska. 

These  vessels  crossed  St.  Simon’s  Bar  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
anchored  at  sundown  within  2  miles  of  the  forts  commanding  the 
channel. 

On  the  following  morning  Commander  Godon  with  his  division  moved 
past  the  batteries,  which  he  soon  discovered  had  been  abandoned,  and 
immediately  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  with  three  armed 
boats  to  take  possession  of  the  batteries  on  St.  Simon’s  Island,  aud 
Lieutenant  Henry  W.  Miller,  of  the  Mohican,  with  a  suitable  force  to 
take  possession  of  the  works  on  Jekyl  Island. 

On  St.  Simon’s  Island  were  two  batteries  consisting  of  strong  earth¬ 
works  and  so  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to  St.  Simon’s 
Sound.  There  were  twelve  embrasures  and  numerous  well-constructed 
magazines.  No  guns  were  mounted,  but  a  X-inch  solid  shot  found 
near  indicated  the  caliber  of  some  of  them. 

On  Jekyl  Island  were  also  two  batteries  of  much  greater  strength, 
however.  The  one  farthest  seaward  and  commanding  the  main  channel 
was  a  bombproof  work  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and 
railroad  iron,  well  supported  and  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive 
timbers.  It  had  mounted  three  caseinated  guns,  though  these,  their 
carriages,  and  all  ammunition  had  been  removed.  The  other  battery, 
500  yards  landward,  consisted  of  two  casemates  and  an  earthwork 
capable  of  mounting  four  guns  en  barbette.  A  magazine  and  a  hot- 
shot  furnace  were  attached.  Both  St.  Simon’s  and  Jekyl  islands  had 
been  deserted. 

After  examining  the  batteries,  the  vessels  passed  up  the  sound  to 
Brunswick  and  anchored  oft'  the  town.  A  fire  was  observed  near  the 
wharf,  which  proved  to  be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf,  the  work  of 
retiring  soldiers. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  with  a  large  force,  covered  by  the 
guns  of  the  Potomska,  landed  at  Brunswick  without  any  show  of  oppo¬ 
sition  aud  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  Oglethorpe  House. 

The  town  was  entirely  deserted,  and  nearly  all  property  which  could 
be  removed  had  been  taken  away.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light¬ 
house  at  St.  Andrew’s  aud  the  light  house  at  St.  Simon’s  (the  latter 
building  having  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels)  could  not,  after  careful 
search,  be  discovered.  The  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  still  there, 
but  out  of  place. 
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Proclamations  were  posted  on  several  public  buildings  urging  the 
inhabitants  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  promising  protection  to  the 
property  of  all  good  citizens,  and  the  landing  party  then  retired  to 
their  vessels. 

Nothing  was  removed  from  any  of  the  houses,  the  men  under 
Lieutenant  Balch’s  command  carefully  abstaining  from  injury  or  taking 
away  the  private  effects  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Commander  Codon’s  interesting  report. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and  its 
defenses  on  St.  Simon’s  and  Jekyl  islands. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Brunswick ,  Oa.,  March  10,  1SS2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
March  5,  I  left  Fernandina  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  accompanied  by 
the  Pocahontas ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Batch,  and  the  Potomska , 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  and  crossed  Fernandina 
Bar  with  just  water  enough  to  comfortably  float  this  ship;  made  the 
best  of  my  way  to  St.  Simon’s  Bar  and  reached  it  at  dead  low  water, 
and  passing  it  and  getting  into  St.  Simon’s  channel,  through  which  I 
carried  about  17  feet  to  within  2  miles  of  the  forts  (which  we  could 
plainly  see)  commanding  St.  Simon’s  entrance. 

Here,  at  sundown,  I  anchored  for  the  night.  After  dark  I  shifted 
the  anchorage  of  the  ship  to  alter  the  range  of  any  guns  that  might 
be  left  in  the  batteries.  At  daylight  made  preparations  to  pass  the 
batteries,  and  at  sunrise  weighed  anchor  and  stood  in.  Soon  discovered 
the  batteries  were  evidently  abandoned,  and  anchored  my  little  force 
inside  and  beyond  range  of  the  guns,  and  made  signal  to  land  from  the 
vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  of  the  Pocahontas ,  with  three 
boats,  took  possession  of  the  fort  on  St.  Simon’s  Island,  consisting  of 
strong  earthworks  of  considerable  extent,  and  having  had  eleven  gnus 
mounted.  Some  solid  X-incli  shot  found  in  the  fort  would  indicate  the 
caliber  of  some  of  the  guns  there.  I  enclose  a  detailed  report  of  that 
battery  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch.  Lieutenant  Miller,  of  this 
ship,  at  the  same  time  occupied  the  fort  on  Jekyl  Island,  which  was,  it 
seems,  a  much  stronger  position.  It  was  a  sand  work,  with  five  case¬ 
mates  finished,  covered  with  railroad  iron  and  very  well  built,  and  two 
unfinished  casemates,  the  iron  rails  ready  to  be  put  up.  These  two 
forts  commanded  the  channel  for  a  long  distance,  and  their  fire  crossed 
the  entrance,  which  is  about  a  mile  (or  a  little  more)  wide.  Once  the 
batteries  were  passed  they  could  offer  but  little  difficulty,  as  in  five 
minutes  the  guns  of  the  vessels  would  have  enfiladed  them,  and  could 
even  fire  directly  in  the  rear.  But  they  would  have  given  a  number  of 
vessels  severe  trouble  in  getting  beyond  them.  I  enclose  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Miller  of  the  fort  on  Jekyl  Island.  As  soon  as  the  boat 
returned  I  went  on  the  Potomska  and  proceeded  in  her  up  the  river  to 
Brunswick.  So  soon  as  we  opened  the  town  to  view,  a  heavy  fire  com¬ 
menced  at  the  wharf,  and  at  the  same  moment,  perceived  the  railroad 
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thp  town.  Neither  this  ship  nor  the  Pocahontas  can  well  get 


wide  With  the  Potomslca  Lieutenant  Balch  took  charge  of  a  landing 
party  consisting  of  25  marines  from  this  ship  and  Pocahontas  and  the  two 
12-pounder  guns,  with  40  riflemen  from  the  different  vessels,  landed,  and 
hoisted  the  flag.  The  place  was  deserted,  and  most  of  the  furniture  of 
the  houses  removed;  still  there  was  much  private propeity  about,  some 
in  scows  on  the  wharf  ready  to  be  removed.  After  a  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  such  buildings  as  might  be  supposed  to  contain  public  property, 
and  a  careful  survey  was  had,  I  visited  the  town  and  then  directed  the 
command  to  return  to  the  ship,  having  posted  a  notice  urging  the  inhab¬ 
itants  to  return  and  promising  protection  to  all  property  for  all  good 
citizens.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Balch’s  report  of  his  landing,  etc.  Noth¬ 
ing  in  the  place  was  touched  by  the  landing  party,  and  such  houses  as 
were  not  open  were  not  even  entered.  I  sincerely  hope  that  at  least 
some  good  citizens  may  be  found  willing  to  resume  their  homes  under 
my  public  notice,  and  I  shall  not  allow  the  place  to  be  visited  except 

on  duty.  .  .  ,  ■  .  ,  ,  , 

The  Are  we  noticed  was  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers,  and  proved  to 
be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light¬ 
house  were  not  found.  The  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  m  the  river, 
but  out  of  place,  and  the  light-house  destroyed.  The  town  is  closely 
surrounded  by  woods,  is  generally  well  built,  and  extends  over  a  con¬ 
siderable  space.  Several  contrabands  have  come  on  board.  Soldiers 
are  said  to  be  in  the  woods,  not  very  distant,  and  most  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  said  to  be  about  14  or  16  miles  back,  encamped.  I  have  sent 
the  Potomslca  and  Pocahontas  up  the  river  as  far  as  they  could  go  to 
reconnoiter.  There  is  a  schooner  of  considerable  size  on  the  stocks, 
unfinished.  Fires  have  been  burning  about  us,  but  1  believe  it  is  the 
brush  being  consumed;  nor  have  I  noticed,  as  far  as  the  people  are  con¬ 
cerned,  that  they  are  willing  to  follow  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Toombs  and 
Cobb  by  placing  the  torch  in  the  hands  of  the  children  to  consume  their 
property.  All  that  is  done  in  that  way  seems  to  be  done  by  the  order 
of  military  commanders,  who,  having  no  local  interest  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  their  command,  have  the  heroism  to  destroy  the  property  in 
which  they  have  no  immediate  interest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


S.  W.  Codon, 


Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  attack  upon  a  boat’s  crew  from  the 
U.  b,  S.  Pocahontas,  near  Brunswick,  Ga.,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  heard  from  Com¬ 
mander  Godon  of  a  dastardly  and  concealed  attack  made  upon  a  boat’s 
crew  of  the  Pocahontas. 

As  I  have  informed  the  Department,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch 
visited  the  town  of  Brunswick  without  anywhere  discovering  an 
enemy.  A  reconnoissance  had  also  been  made  for  some  miles  up  Turtle 
Creek  [River]  with  the  same  results,  the  rebels  having  apparently  fled 
into  the  interior. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C. 
Rhoades,  of  the  Pocahontas,  by  permission  of  his  commanding  officer, 
landed  with  a  boat’s  crew  near  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
some  fresh  beef  for  the  ships.  Having  accomplished  his  object,  the 
boat  was  returning  to  the  Pocahontas,  but  had  scarcely  gone  20  yards 
from  the  beach  when  they  were  suddenly  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  rebels 
concealed  in  a  thicket,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  2  men,  John  Wilson 
(ordinary  seaman)  and  John  Shuter  (ordinary  seaman),  were  instantly 
killed,  and  7  wounded,  1,  William  [Charles  H.]  Delaney,  mortally  and 
2  seriously,  viz,  William  Smith,  2d  (first-class  fireman),  and  Edward 
Bonsall  (coxswain). 

After  the  rebels  had  fired  their  first  volley  they  called  out  in  most 
offensive  language  to  surrender,  but  this  demand  was  refused  by  Dr. 
Rhoades,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  and 
his  wounded  boat’s  crew,  pulled  as  rapidly  as  they  could  toward  the 
Pocahontas,  the  enemy  continuing  their  fire. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  Xl-incli  guns  of  the  Mohican 
dropped  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  about  60 
men  who  were  advancing  rapidly.  The  rebels  scattered  and  fled  in  all 
directions.  Several  shells  were  also  fired  at  a  locomotive  and  train 
observed  in  the  distance,  and  it  is  supposed  with  effect. 

Throughout  this  cowardly  assault  Dr.  Rhoades  displayed  great 
coolness  and  courage,  and  in  his  report  of  the  occurrence,  while  com¬ 
mending  the  crew  generally,  he  especially  mentions  the  bravery  exhib¬ 
ited  by  Daniel  Harrington,  landsman,  into  which  I  shall  make  further 
enquiries. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  Godon,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Balch,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Rhoades. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Anchorage,  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska 
proceeded  up  Turtle  River  to  the  head  of  navigation,  so  far  as  vessels 
of  10  feet  draft  could  go  with  safety,  and  returned  without  accident. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  those  vessels  from  that  expedition  a  boat 
from  the  Pocahontas  landed  some  distance  outside  the  town  to  procure 
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fresli  beef ;  tlieir  work  was  (lone,  and  the  boat  had  already  left  the 
beach,  when  some  40  or  50  soldiers  made  their  appearance  and  fired 
upon  the  boat,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  several  others. 

Surprised  as  the  crew  were,  and  almost  disabled  by  the  murderous 
fire,  they  still  refused  to  surrender  at  the  demand  of  the  rebels,  although 

yet  almost  under  the  muzzles  of  their  guns. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  XI  inch  guns  ol  this  ship 
dropped  in  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  about 
60  men  advancing  at  double-quick  upon  this  almost  defenceless  boat, 
when  they  scattered  in  all  directions. 

The  Potomska  moved  at  once  to  the  spot,  and  used  her  32-pounders 
with  effect,  and  the  Pocahontas  also  fired  several  shells. 

We  then  noticed  in  the  woods  above  the  town  the  steam  from  a  loco¬ 
motive,  and  several  shells  were  thrown  toward  it,  one  exploding  in  its 
neighborhood,  when  it  disappeared  at  full  speed.  Believing  that  the 
rebels  would  return  to  look  after  any  of  their  people  who  were  left 
behind  or  wounded,  at  night  I  directed  two  shells  from  this  ship  to  be 
thrown  at  the  point  where  the  railroad  car  had  been;  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  some  soldiers  were  seen  near  that  spot,  when  the  Potomska  fired  a 
rifle  shell  which  exploded  over  them. 

By  some  contrabands  that  came  on  board  we  learned  that  our  shells 
had  gone  among  the  rebels  as  they  were  flying  to  the  cars,  and  I  hope 
that  they  were  punished  for  their  insolence. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch’s,as  also  Dr.  Rhoades’,  report 
of  the  affair  of  the  boat,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  that  officer,  and  that  of  the  boat’s 
crew  generally.  The  vessels  can  not  anchor  very  near  the  town  unless 
in  the  small  stream  between  the  island  and  the  town,  and  at  low  water 
could  not  be  moved  out  if  needed,  and  without  a  force  on  shore  would 
be  liable  to  be  fired  into  at  any  moment,  without  the  power  of  returning 
it  with  effect.  The  distance  of  the  vessels  induced  the  attack,  which  I 
believe  has  been  suitably  punished.  I  had  intended  leaving  Bruns¬ 
wick  that  day,  but  delayed  in  consequence  of  that  affair.  I  am  now 
about  to  go  on  board  the  Potomska ,  and  with  the  Pocahontas  proceed 
through  the  inland  passage  to  the  Altamaha  River  and  toward  Darien, 
and  on  my  return  to  this  anchorage  I  shall  make  a  further  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Codon, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Off  Brunswick,  Ga.,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Assistant  Surgeon  Archibald  C. 
Rhoades,  attached  to  the  Pocahontas,  applied  to  me  whilst  on  board  the 
Mohican  for  permission  to  go  on  shore  and  get  some  fresh  beef  for  the 
crew,  which  I  granted. 

From  the  Mohican  he  proceeded  to  laud  near  the  telegraph  beacon 
south  of  Brunswick  and  opposite  Brandy  Point,  on  Buzzard’s  Island. 

His  party  had  succeeded  in  getting  a  supply  of  beef  and  had  already 
embarked,  but  had  not  gone  more  than  20  yards  from  the  beach  when  it 
was  fired  upon  by  some  forty  men,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  2  men, 
John  Wilson  (seaman)  and  John  Shuter  (ordinary  seaman),  were 
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instantly  killed,  and  W  illiam  [Charles  H.]  Delaney  (ordinary  seaman) 
was  mortally  wounded  and  6  others  wounded,  2  seriously,  viz,  William 
Smith,  2d  (first-class  fireman),  and  Kdward  Bonsall  ((coxswain). 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  John  S.  Kitchen,  of  the 
Mohican ,  to  whose  care  the  wounded  were  given,  and  to  whom  I  desire 
to  return  my  thanks  for  his  prompt  and  skillful  treatment  of  the 
wounded  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Rhoades,  whose  wounds  rendered  him 
incapable  of  performing  that  service.  But  lor  the  heroic  efforts  of  Dr. 
Rhoades,  Paymaster  Theodore  Kitchen,  and  Daniel  C.  Harrington 
(landsman),  of  this  ship,  aided  by  the  crew  of  the  boat,  this  dastardly 
attack  of  the  rebels  would  have  resulted  as  they  no  doubt  anticipated 
it  would,  viz,  killing  all  hands,  and  that,  too,  sir,  without  having 
observed  the  customs  recognized  by  all  civilized  people;  they  were  not 
summoned  to  surrender  until  after  a  deadly  volley  had  been  thrown  in 
and  by  which  2  of  our  men  were  instantly  killed. 

I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  breach  of  all  brave 
and  honorable  warfare  that  you  may  more  fully,  as  an  eyewitness, 
hold  up  such  barbarous  warfare  to  the  scorn  it  deserves. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  pride  in  our  noble  profession  that  I  record  the 
essential  service  rendered  my  brave  comrades,  whilst  under  a  murder¬ 
ous  fire,  by  your  timely  shells,  thrown  at  so  opportune  a  moment,  and 
by  the  battery  of  the  Potomska,  which  hastened  to  their  assistance. 

The  rebels  did  not  remain  after  the  batteries  of  the  two  ships  once 
opened  fire. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Dr.  Rhoades,  detailing  at  length  the 
circumstances  attending  the  attack  and  his  subsequent  efforts  to 
escape  from  so  overwhelming  a  force,  and  I  rejoice  to  know  that  his 
efforts,  aided  by  Mr.  Kitchen  and  the  boat’s  crew,  saved  them  from 
being  made  prisoners,  and  thus  preventing  the  rebels  from  exulting 
over  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Bat. nrr, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  off  Brunswick,  Ga. 


U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Brunswick  River,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon,  having  received  per¬ 
mission  to  land  near  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and  procure  fresh  beef  for  our 
crew,  I  took  the  second  cutter  with  10  men  and  a  coxswain,  and  with 
Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  landed  at  half  past  3  o’clock.  Having 
accomplished  our  object,  we  left  the  shore  about  5  p.  m.,  and  on  our 
return  to  the  Pocahontas,  as  the  men  commenced  to  pull,  and  when  we 
were  about  20  yards  from  the  beach,  one  musket  was  fired  from  a  thicket 
in  the  direction  of  the  town.  This  appeared  to  be  a  signal,  for  almost 
simultaneously  with  the  report  a  force  of  50  or  40  showed  themselves 
within  the  thicket  and  fired  a  volley  at  our  boat,  killing  2  men  and 
wounding  1  seriously.  In  the  confusion  following  their  first  fire  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  men  jumped  overboard  and  clung  to  the  gunwale  of  the  boat; 
this,  with  the  loss  of  the  men  first  wounded,  and  2  others  also  were 
seriously  wounded  by  the  fire  of  a  second  volley,  diminished  very 
materially  the  effective  force  for  pulling,  so  that  it  was  some  time  before 
wecould  increase  our  distance  from  shore.  However,  Paymaster  Kitchen 
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steered  and  I  pulled  the  stroke  oar,  so  by  great  effort  we  were  enabled 
to  gradually  work  our  way  out  into  the  stream,  being  all  the  time 
exposed  to  a  galling  fire.  After  about  ten  minutes  the  Mohican  opened 
on  the  rebels,  and  the  Potomska  soon  followed. 

The  first  shell  from  the  Mohican  fell  in  the  midst  of  a  group  who  were 
preparing  to  fire  upon  us.  This  either  injured  or  frightened  them,  as 
most  of  them  either  scampered  toward  Brunswick  or  the  woods  in  the 
rear,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  an  officer,  who  1  could  plainly  see, 
endeavoring  to  get  them  to  continue  firing.  After  this  a  few  scattered 
shots  were  fired  at  us,  but  without  seriously  wounding  anyone.  I 
would  add  that  their  first  volley  was  fired  without  hailing  the  boat,  but 
when  they  saw  us  still  trying  to  pull  from  shore  one  of  them  called  out, 

«  Surrender,  vou  damned  — - - f  but  as  they  had  already  killed 

two  men  and“ wounded  others,  I  replied,  “ No;  I  won’t  surrender.” 

Soon  after  the  ships  commenced  firing,  and  while  we  were  still  within 
their  range,  you  came  up  in  the  gig  and  took  us  in  tow. 

On  examining  the  men  I  found  2  killed,  3  seriously  wounded,  and  4 
slightly  wounded.  I  would  especially  mention  the  conduct  of  Daniel 
Harrington,  landsman,  who  exhibited  great  coolness  and  bravery  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  affair,  and  at  the  same  time  I  must  say  that  nearly  all 
the  men  acted  nobly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Arch’d  0.  Rhoades, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant  G.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  from  Brunswick  to  Darien,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s ,  Fla.,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  of  the  19th  instant  I  have  received 
another  interesting  report  from  Commander  Godon,  giving  the  details 
of  a  reconnoissance  by  the  inland  passage  from  Brunswick  to  Darien,  a 
copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

Commander  Godon,  with  the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch,  and  the  Potomska,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 
with  the  launch  and  howitzer  of  the  Mohican,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Miller,  proceeded  to  open  the  interior  communication  between  St. 
Simon’s  Sound  and  the  Altamaha  River.  He  soon  encountered  an 
obstruction  consisting  of  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles  with  their  tops 
just  above  water  at  low  tide.  In  a  few  hours  a  sufficient  number  were 
removed,  and  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska  passed  through,  but  had 
advanced  only  5  miles  farther  when  another  obstruction  of  the  same 
kind  was  met  with. 

After  an  unavoidable  delay,  owing  to  the  rising  of  the  tide,  this  also 
was  removed  and  both  vessels  entered  the  Altamaha,  and  as  they 
turned  into  the  river  two  rebel  steamers  were  seen  moving  off  from  the 
wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of  steam,  rendering  pursuit  useless, 
particularly  as  the  brasses  of  the  Potomska’ s  shaft  bearing  had  broken, 
in  a  measure  disabling  that  vessel. 

Commander  Godon  learned  from  some  contrabands  who  came  off  from 
shore  that  Darien,  like  Brunswick,  was  deserted,  a  company  of  horse- 
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men  only  remaining  in  tlie  town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the  place 
should  the  steamers  approach  it. 

Owing  to  the  crippled  condition  of  the  PotomsTca ,  Commander  Godou 
did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  push  his  reconnoissance  farther,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  returned  through  the  passage  he  had  cleared  to  the  anchorage 
at  Brunswick.  He  visited  a  number  of  plantations  on  St.  Simon’s 
Island,  but  with  one  exception  all  were  deserted,  though  some  time 
previously  1,500  troops  had  been  quartered  there. 

Commander  Godon  speaks  in  warm  terms  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmougfi,  as  well  as  of 
the  officers  and  crews  of  all  the  vessels  under  his  command,  in  which  I 
heartily  concur,  desiring,  however,  to  add  my  commendation  of  the  zeal 
and  ability  of  Commander  Godon  himself  in  carrying  out  my  views  in 
reference  to  our  occupation  of  this  important  section  of  the  coast  of 
Georgia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

H.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

St.  Simon7 s  Sound ,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  I  started 
in  the  PotomsTca ,  accompanied  by  the  Pocahontas,  with  the  launch  and 
howitzer  of  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  in  tow,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  through  the  inland  passage  toward  the  Altamaha  Eiver. 

I  [had]  heard  that  there  were  one  or  two  rebel  steamers  at  Darien, 
and  I  hoped  that  I  might  get  possession  of  them.  About  5  miles  from 
the  anchorage  at  this  place,  and  where  I  had  left  the  Mohican  (between 
the  batteries),  we  found,  as  I  had  heard  from  contrabands,  that  the 
river  was  staked  entirely  across.  We  reached  the  spot  at  low  water 
and  found  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles,  with  their  heads  just  above 
water.  I  at  once  got  to  work  with  both  vessels  and  in  a  few  hours 
hauled  enough  out  of  each  row  to  allow  a  passage  for  both  vessels, 
say  40  feet,  and  here  for  the  first  time  I  learned  that  about  5  miles 
beyond  another  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  had  been  placed.  We 
reached  the  second  difficulty  at  midnight,  placed  our  hawser  as  the 
tide  was  rising,  but  unfortunately  the  hawser  disengaged  itself  from 
the  pile  and  in  the  night  with  the  rising  tide  we  could  not  find  them 
to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  my  hope  of  passing  through  during  the 
night  was  lost.  My  object  was  to  get  into  the  river,  so  as  to  make  a 
dash  up  to  Darien  by  early  daylight.  We,  however,  worked  hard  that 
day  and  by  12  o’clock  got  through  this  last  obstruction.  Between  the 
two  obstructions,  midway,  a  battery  had  been  built  of  mud,  with  the 
seeming  object  of  firing  at  the  vessels  employed  in  removing  the  piles, 
but  which  could  not  be  observed  from  those  vessels. 

As  we  passed  the  second  obstruction  and  turned  the  river  we  saw 
the  steamers  moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of 
steam,  going  up  the  Altamaha  Eiver. 

At  sundown  I  anchored  both  vessels  at  Doboy  Island,  passing,  to 
reach  that  spot,  which  is  on  the  Altamaha  Eiver,  through  [Little]  Mud 
Eiver  at  high  water,  with  just  12  feet.  We  remained  that  day  at 
Doboy,  the  wind  blowing  quite  a  gale  from  S.  W.  to  W. 
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As  I  bad  lost  all  hope  of  the  capture  of  the  steamers,  and  observing 
several  large  tires  in  the  neighborhood  ol  Darien,  I  determined  to  pro¬ 
ceed  no  farther  at  this  time,  more  particularly  as  we  found  that  the 
brasses  of  the  Potomska’s  shaft  bearing  had  broken  and  I  feared  she 
might  become  disabled.  I  had,  indeed,  accomplished  my  object,  which 
was  to  open  the  inland  passage  to  Darien,  and  if  the  Potomska  had  not 
been  in  what  I  fear  a  crippled  condition  I  should  have  placed  her  at 
Doboy,  which  commands  the  river  outlet,  or  at  Sapelo  Island,  which 
commands  the  entire  entrance  to  the  Altamalia  and  the  inland  passage 
to  Savannah. 

Darien  has  been  deserted,  as  was  Brunswick.  This  we  learned  from 
some  contrabands  who  came  off  to  us,  a  company  of  horsemen  only 
remaining  in  town,  with  the  intention  of  tiring  the  place  should  we 

approach  it.  T 

I  have  now  been  from  one  end  of  St.  Simon’s  Island  to  the  other. 
But  one  white  man  is  left  on  it;  I  saw  him;  he  is  with  his  aged  mother 
and  little  child.  He  had  never  been  in  the  army;  refused  to  leave  his 
home,  and  was  in  mortal  dread  of  our  coming,  as  the  military  had 
informed  him  that  we  came  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  even  the 
women  and  children.  We  procured  beet  for  the  vessels  at  his  planta¬ 
tion,  for  which  we  paid  the  price  he  asked,  and  furnished  the  family 
with  some  articles,  such  as  coffee,  salt,  etc.,  which  articles  they  had 
not  even  seen  for  months.  We  stopped  at  one  or  two  other  plantations 
on  our  way  back,  all  deserted,  but  had  been  tenanted  by  the  military 
at  various  times,  for  as  late  as  November  some  1,500  troops  were 
quartered  on  St.  Simon’s.  We  found  some  of  the  places  to  contain 
large  quantities  of  cattle,  and  at  King’s  plantation,  not  3  miles  from 
this  anchorage,  we  counted  some  50  head  near  where  we  landed. 

All  the  blacks  have  been  removed  from  St.  Simon’s,  and  at  Doboy 
we  met  the  only  negro  seen,  who  was  old  and  alone  on  the  place.  He 
had  been  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  but  he  informed  me  that  every 
one  had  been  sold  as  they  reached  about  18  years  of  age,  and,  as  he 
graphically  expressed  it,  “for  pocket  money  for  his  master.” 

Your  orders  did  not  embrace  the  reconnoissance  1  have  just  made 
and  which  has  caused  a  delay  of  several  days  in  communicating  to  you 
my  progress  to  Brunswick.  I  hope,  however,  you  will  approve  my 
conduct  in  this  matter. 

I  have  now  cleared  the  passage  to  Darien  from  inside,  which  can  be 
performed  rapidly  by  gunboats  of  10  feet  draft  at  anytime;  at  low 
tides  11  feet.  The  draft  of  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska,  is  rather  great, 
and  they  might  be  caught  and  delayed  for  higher  tides. 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  express  myself  in  warm  terms  of  commenda¬ 
tion  for  the  energy  and  skill  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  and 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  and  for  the  aid  they  have 
rendered  me  in  the  active  work  we  have  been  engaged  in  for  the  last 
eight  days,  and  I  take  equal  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  cheerfulness 
in  this  work  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  three  vessels  engaged. 

1  send  the  Potomska  with  these  communications  to  Fernandina, 
through  the  inland  passage  by  Cumberland  Sound,  hoping  to  find  you 
still  at  that  place,  and  request  that  you  will  send  that  vessel  back  to  me. 
Should  the  Potomska  not  find  you  at  Fernandina,  on  her  return  I  will 
send  the  Pocahontas  to  Port  Royal  for  your  further  orders. 

The  Potomska  would  not  be  very  safe  at  sea  at  this  season  in  her 
present  condition. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  to  make  out  a 
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requisition  for  new  brasses  to  be  sent  to  ber,  and  she  could  be  usefully 
employed  in  the  sounds  until  they  arrive. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  service  rendered  by  Mr.  Godfrey, 
the  pilot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  expressing 
approval  of  his  conduct  of  affairs  in  St.  John’s  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's ,  Fla.,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  several  interesting  communications,  detailing  events  in 
the  St.  John’s  Fiver,  have  been  duly  received,  the  tirst  one  dated  the 
13th,  just  before  my  last  dispatch  to  the  Department,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  forwarding  it  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  success  of  the  expedition  under  your  command  has  exceeded 
my  expectations,  and  I  cordially  approve  of  every  step  you  have  taken 
in  carrying  out  my  general  order,  and  trust  with  you  that  mild,  yet 
Arm,  measures  will  result  in  detaching  Florida  from  this  causeless  and 

wicked  rebellion.  . 

General  Sherman  has  determined  to  send  another  regiment  to  Jack¬ 
sonville,  which,  in  all  probability,  has  already  arrived  there. 

I  hope  you  will  be  successful  in  raising  the  sunken  steamer  St.  Alary  s 
and  the  yacht  America. 

Your  reconnoissance,  already  so  well  pushed  forward,  will  enable 
vou  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  amount  ot  force  you  will  lequire 
for  the  proper  protection  of  St.  John’s  Fiver  and  moral  support  to  the 

inhabitants  by  your  presence.  ,  . 

The  Ellen,  you  are  aware,  is  almost  broken  down.  It  you  can  have 
her  repaired  at  Jacksonville,  do  so.  If  not,  she  must  be  sent  to  1  ort 

/will  see  to  your  receiving  coal,  provisions,  and  stores  and  to  the 
forwarding  of  your  mails  with  all  the  punctuality  I  can  command. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  B- 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa ,  Senior  Officer  in  St.Johns  River,  Honda. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  S. 
Navy,  in  relation  to  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Brunswick  and  Darien,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 
Sir  •  I  have  received  your  interesting  communications,  detailing  your 
occupation  of  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Brunswick,  and  the  Altamaha. 

Please  receive  my  cordial  approval  and  commendation  ol  all  these 
successful  operations. 
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“  With  my  dispatches  to  th e  Department  I  have  forwarded  your  several 
communications,  with  their  accompanying  reports. 

I  have  ordered  the  Potomska  to  join  me  at  Port  Royal.  I  wish  also 
the  Pocahontas ,  but  I  will  not  withdraw  her  until  I  hear  from  you. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FI  a  a- Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  8.  8.  Mohican ,  Gomdg.  Naval  Force  at  St.  Simon’s  Sound. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  several  dispatches  of  the  4th,  9th,  and  13th  instant,  stating 
that  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort  Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national 
forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has  resumed  its  proper  place 
since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
issued  announcing  the  fall  of  Brunswick,  the  capture  of  Fernandiua  and 
St.  Mary’s,  with  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  and  in  fact  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  whole  coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simon’s  southward, 
have  been  received,  and  I  may  congratulate  you  on  the  successful  result 
of  an  expedition  early  and  deliberately  planned  and  intrusted  to  your¬ 
self  by  this  Department  for  its  consummation. 

It  is  some  months  since  I  had  the  gratification  of  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  Government  for  your  successful  achievements  at  Port  Royal,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  acquisition  of  Tybee.  The  persevering  and  assiduous 
labor  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  under  your  command,  has  restored 
to  the  Union  every  important  point,  and  I  may  say  the  entire  seaboard 
from  Bay  Point  to  St.  Augustine. 

It  has  been  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  in  this  continuous  effort, 
by  which  the  national  flag  has  been  carried  forward  to  successive 
acquisitions  and  to  the  reestablishment  of  national  supremacy,  there 
should  have  been  such  harmony  and  concert  of  action  between  the 
army  and  naval  forces.  To  each  branch  of  the  service  the  country  is 
under  obligations,  and  while  extending  the  thanks  of  the  Department 
to  your  command,  our  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Army,  who  have  so  gallantly  cooperated  with  you  in 
again  unfurling  the  national  ensign  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida,  and  made  so  important  an  advance  toward  the  restoration  of 
the  National  Union. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Letter  from  the  President  to  Congress,  recommending  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  bestowed  upon 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Washington,  March  20,  1862. 

The  third  section  of  the  ^Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Navy,”  approved  December  21,  1861,  provides: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  have  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navv  for  the 
command  of  squadrons  and  single  ships  such  officers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  good 
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of  tlie  service  requires  to  bo  thus  placed  iu  command ;  aud  such  officers  may,  if  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy, 
be  restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the 
Navy,  was  nominated  by  the  Senate  for  the  continuance  as  the  flag- 
officer  in  command  of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  such 
important  service  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the  coasts  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  intention  of  the  law,  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Samuel 
F.  Du  Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  iu  the  capture,  since  the  21st  of  December,  1861, 
of  various  points  on  the  coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  particularly 
Brunswick,  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  Amelia  Island,  the  towns 
of  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  and  Fernandina. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Trapier,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island, 

Fla. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Force, 

Tallahassee ,  Fla.,  March  28,  1862. 

Major:  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Colonel  Edward  Hopkins, 
Fourth  Regiment  Florida  Volunteers,  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
post  at  Amelia  Island  at  the  time  of  its  evacuation  by  our  troops,  I 
have  had  no  official  report  from  him.  I  have  the  honor,  however,  to 
submit  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general  the  following- 
narrative  of  the  events  attending  that  operation,  which,  derived  from 
sources  entitled  to  credence,  may  be  regarded  as  altogether  authentic: 

On  the  evening  of  February  23  I  received  by  telegraph  orders  from 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  then  commanding  the  military  department  in  which 
middle  and  east  Florida  are  embraced,  dated  February  19,  to  withdraw 
from  the  islands,  securing  the  artillery,  etc.  This  order  was  extended 
forthwith,  at  the  hands  of  a  special  messenger,  to  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  post  at  Amelia  and  Talbot  islands  and  to  Colonel  Charles  H. 
McBlair,  provisional  army,  commanding  the  batteries,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  dismantle  the  batteries  with  all  possible  expedition  and  cau¬ 
tion,  and  then  to  withdraw  the  troops  and  abandon  the  post. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  this  order  was  received  at  Amelia  Island,  the 
enemy  made  his  appearance  simultaneously  in  the  inland  passage 
between  Cumberland  Island  and  the  mainland  (having  come  in  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Sound)  and  off  the  main  entrance  into  Cumberland  Sound, 
the  principal  approach  from  the  sea  to  the  town  of  Fernandina,  At 
this  time  there  had  been  dismounted,  and  in  great  part  removed  fiorn 
the  island,  all  the  guns  that  bore  upon  this  approach.  These  were  the 
most  effective  batteries,  and  without  them  it  was  deemed  by  the  officers 
in  council  that  it  would  be  fruitless  to  attempt  the  defense  of  the  place. 
The  order  was  accordingly  given  for  the  troops  to  retire  from  the  island, 
which  they  did  in  good  order  and  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
The  garrison  from  the  adjacent  island  (Talbot)  was  withdrawn  with 
equal  success. 
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Of  heavy  ordnance  upon  these  islands  there  were,  including  a  battery 
of  field  pieces,  33  guns.  Of  these,  18  were  saved,  thus  showing  a  loss 
of  but  15  guns,  a  fact  which,  in  view  of  our  very  limited  means  of 
transportation  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  removing  heavy  ordnance, 
or,  indeed,  ordnance  of  any  description,  over  sand  hills,  reflects,  in  my 
judgment,  high  credit  upon  the  officers  to  whom  was  assigned  this 
arduous  duty,  and  besides  the  guns  there  were  saved  also  all  the  powder 
and  most  of  the  shot  and  shell,  some  of  the  carriages,  implements,  etc. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  all  this  was  accomplished  in  four  days  and 
nights,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  no  other  conclusion  can 
be  formed  than  that  the  utmost  energy,  industry,  aud  vigor  were  exhib¬ 
ited  by  both  officers  and  men. 

Five  of  the  guns  were,  however,  1  regret  to  add,  subsequently  lost. 
They  had  been  placed  at  St.  John’s  Bluff,  on  the  St.  John’s  Biver, 
with  the  purpose  of  putting  them  in  battery  there  for  the  defense  of 
that  river.  The  enemy’s  prompt  movements  in  that  direction  rendered 
it  impossible  to  remove  them,  as  it  was  my  intention  to  have  done,  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  from  headquarters,  dated  March  1, 1862,  which 
required  that  all  troops  in  this  military  department,  except  such  as 
might  be  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  Apalachicola  Biver,  should 
be  ordered  to  report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston. 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  our  entire  loss  in  and  consequent 
upon  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island  is  20  guns,  and  some  stores  of 
the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments,  though  no  considerable 
amount  of  either.  The  capture  under  false  pretenses  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Holland  and  5  men,  and  his  subsequent  restoration,  have  been 
already  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Trapier, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Pocotaligo ,  S.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  S.  0.  and  Ga., 

Pocotaligo ,  8.  €.,  April  6 ,  1862. 

This  report  is  respectfully  referred  to  War  Department.  Although 
east  and  middle  Florida  has  been  constituted  a  separate  department, 
reports  and  returns  continue  to  be  made  to  these  headquarters. 

J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Colonel  Hopkins,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island  by  the  Con¬ 
federate  forces. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Begiment  Florida  Volunteers, 

Lalce  City ,  Fla.,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Four  order  to  evacuate  the  islaud  of  Amelia  was  received  on 
Tuesday,  Febiuaty  25.  In  accordance  with  that  order  1  consulted 
fully  with  Colonel  McBlair,  commander  of  the  batteries,  as  to  the  best 
method  of  effecting  the  important  duty  specially  assigned  him.  I  fur¬ 
nished.  him  such  details  of  men  as  were  deemed  necessary,  and  in  short 
all  things  which  our  position  would  admit  of. 

On  Saturday,  March  1,  I  ordered  Captain  J.  M.  Martin  Marion 
Artillery,  to  place  his  battery  2  miles  beyond  the  railroad  bridge  on 
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the  mainland,  leaving  a  strong  guard  to  protect  the  same,  and  to 
return  with  the  rest  of  his  command  to  the  island,  which  he  did,  and 
rendered  me  important  service  to  the  end.  I  also  directed  Captain 
Owens,  commanding  Marion  Dragoons,  to  take  his  horses  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  assigned  the  artillery  and  return  (the  necessary  guard  excepted) 
to  the  island.  This  dismounted  corps,  under  its  efficient  commander, 
was  useful  to  me  throughout. 

I  had  previously  caused  the  citizens  of  Fernandina  to  be  notified 
that  ample  transportation  would  be  furnished  all  who  desired  to  leave 
the  city;  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  that  purpose.  Finding  that 
the  citizens  paid  no  attention  to  this  notice,  I  issued,  on  Saturday, 
March  1,  a  written  notice,  to  wit,  that  on  Sunday,  March  2,  at  10  a.  m., 
a  special  train  would  leave  the  city  expressly  for  the  transportation  of 
all  women  and  children  desirous  of  leaving.  But  little  heed  seemed  to 
have  been  given  to  the  second  admonition. 

No  demonstration  beyond  the  usual  blockade  was  made  by  the  enemy 
until  Sunday,  March  2,  about  9  a.  m.  A  bark,  bearing  French  colors, 
appeared  in  the  offing  and  hoisted  signals  for  a  pilot,  whereupon  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  D.  P.  Holland  went  out  to  her  with  a  white  flag,  taking 
with  him  0  soldiers  of  the  Fourth  Florida  Kegiment.  She  proved  to 
be  a  Federal  vessel,  and  they  were  captured  by  the  perfidious  craft 
and  taken  off.  I  have  the  happiness  to  state  that  they  have  since  been 
released  and  are  again  at  their  post. 

About  10  o’clock  the  same  day  several  ships  hove  in  sight,  bore  down 
near  the  bar,  and  anchored.  It  became  evident  that  an  attack  would 
be  made  on  Monday,  the  3d.  Our  position  was  critical.  As  the  enemy 
had  full  view  of  my  quarters,  it  was  necessary  that  the  usual  camp 
quiet  should  prevail. 

It  was  not  until  0:30  p.  m.  that  I  issued  the  order  to  break  camp 
and  transport  everything  to  the  railroad  depot.  This  was  effected  by 
2  o’clock  next  morning. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  night  1  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Styles,  saying  that  from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  of  the  enemy’s  gun¬ 
boats  were  in  Saint  Andrew’s  Sound,  of  which  fact  Colonel  McBlair 
was  duly  notified.  In  consequence  of  this  information  he  very  properly 
placed  his  command  en  route  for  the  city,  where  it  arrived  about  1:30 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

At  1  o’clock  on  Monday  morning  I  repaired  to  town,  and  at  2:30 
a.  m.  ordered  all  the  troops  (three  companies  of  the  Fourth  Kegiment 
Florida  Volunteers  excepted)  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  the  main¬ 
land.  These  three  companies  I  retained  for  the  protection  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  and  for  the  more  speedy  removal  of  our  equipage.  No  trains 
were  permitted  to  go  beyond  2  miles  from  the  railroad  bridge.  The 
rush  for  succor  and  aid  was  perplexing.  Duty  on  one  side  and  com¬ 
miseration  for  the  sufferers  rendered  my  position  very  distressing. 

At  12  m.  1  was  informed  that  four  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  had  come 
around  the  north  end  of  Cumberland  Island  and  entered  the  sound. 

At  1  o’clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  they  were  moving  across, 
whereupon  I  ordered  the  companies  to  file  across  the  bridge,  and  at  2 
p.  m.,  in  company  with  Colonel  McBlair,  I  left  Fernandina.  ^  It  was 
now  that  all  trains  should  have  been  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  and 
no  difficulty  would  have  occurred.  The  three  companies  behaved  well. 
There  was  no  confusion— not  the  slightest.  The  train  fired  into  was 
not  injured. 

On  Tuesday,  at  4  a.  m.,  1  ordered  Second  Lieutenant  Deakle,  of  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Fourth  Regiment,  to  burn  the  trestlework  on  the  side  next  the 
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mainland,  which  he  accomplished,  under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats, 
without  loss.  You  are  aware,  sir,  my  orders  restricted  me  entirely. to 
my  immediate  command,  Colonel  McBlair  having  full  charge  ol  the 
batteries. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  that  nothing  was  lost  belonging  to  my  com¬ 
mand.  My  ill  health  prevented  an  earlier  report,  as  well  as  one  more 
full  and  complete. 

Most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Hopkins, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Florida  Volunteers. 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Nickels ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Onward ,  regarding 
blockade  duty. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Andrew's,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  all  dispatch  off  St.  John’s  for 
blockade,  information  having  been  received  that  a  vessel  is  about 
attempting  to  enter  there. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

U.  S.  Armed  Ship  Onward,  off  St.  Andrew's. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  and  the  arrival  of  II.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo. 


U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Flambeau  being  out  of  coal  I  am  obliged  to  send  her  to  Port 
Royal.  I  had  hoped  the  coal  schooner  would  have  been  able  to  supply 
her,  and  have  since  intended  that  she  should  keep  up  a  small  supply 
from  the  Sumpter ,  but  the  weather  is  too  rough  for  coaling,  with  no 
probability  of  improvement,  and  also  I  think  her  too  light  to  keep  the  sea 
safely  at  this  season.  I  spare  her  with  regret,  as  there  are  several  vessels 
in  the  harbor  which  may  be  ready  to  leave,  and  have  the  honor  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  her  place  should  be  at  once  supplied  by  another  steamer. 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo  arrived  here  this  morning  and  has  asked  permis¬ 
sion  to  communicate  with  the  British  consul,  which  I  have  granted  and 
which  he  will  do  when  the  weather  permits. 

I  am, 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present.] 

[Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.] 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  off 
St.  John’s. 


Flagship  Mohican, 

Off  the  Town  of  Fernandina ,  March  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Florida  under  your  command, 
passing  out  by  the  first  tide  which  will  enable  you  to  cross  the  bar, 
and  blockade  off  St.  John’s. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

JJ.  S.  S.  Florida. 


Dear  Goldsborough:  St.  John’s  is  the  spot  now.  They  are  forti¬ 
fying  and  expect  to  run  everything  in  there. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  transport  Captain  Davis  to  Baltimore ,  carrying  dispatches 
for  the  Government. 

Flagship  Wabash, 


Off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Alabama  under  your  command  to 
Baltimore  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Captain  Charles  H.  Davis  goes  with  you  as  official  bearer  of  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Government. 

On  your  arrival  you  will  report  by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  him  or  by  the  senior  officer 
you  will  consider  your  ship  as  under  sailing  orders,  giving  your  officers 
only  such  leaves  of  absence  as  will  enable  you  to  reach  them  by  signal 
or  message. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  T  ^ 

1  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  from  his  command  of  Captain  C.  Id. 
Davis ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Fernandina,  March  6,  1862. 


Sir  •  The  Department,  I  feel  convinced,  will  excuse  some  delay  in 
the  return  of  Captain  Davis  under  its  order  received  in  February,  for 
it  will  appreciate  the  desire  he  and  I  had  to  execute  together  another 
of  those  plans,  matured  under  your  auspices,  oi  the  complete  success 

of  which  he  bears  to  you  the  tidings.  ^  ^  ,  , 

You  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  this  officer  not  to 

require  any  additional  testimony  from  me.  His  withdrawal  from  my 

command  is  a  great  loss  to  it  and  to  me,  but  the  Department  is  quite 
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right  to  avail  itself  in  a  larger  sphere  of  his  professional  abilities  and 
loyal  devotion  to  his  country’s  cause. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  request  from  a  citizen  of  New  York,  requesting  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  property  in  Florida. 

Navy  Department,  March  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the  26th 
ultimo,  referred  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
Buckingham  Smith,  esq.,  New  York,  asking  protection  of  his  property 
and  relating  to  matters  in  Florida. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

341  W.  Fifteenth  Street, 

New  York,  February  26,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary :  I  have  several  times  been  menaced  with  the  seiz¬ 
ure  of  my  property  in  the  South,  and  yesterday  I  was  warned  from  a 
friendly  source  that  my  presence  there  had  become  necessary  for  its 
safety,  all  that  I  have  being  in  the  hands  of  sequestrators  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Davis.  In  this  last  stage  of  affairs  (common,  no  doubt,  to 
many  others),  and  as  it  is  not  my  pleasure  to  go  South  at  this  time,  I 
address  myself  to  you,  asking  the  protection  of  the  United  States  under 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  holding  property  as  I  do  in  east  Florida  by 
descent  from  a  Spanish  subject  of  the  country,  and  having  myself  at 
the  time  of  the  cession  been  a  resident  in  the  province. 

I  beg  to  state  these  facts  with  emphasis.  Since  the  time  that  the 
conspirators  took  up  arms  there  has  in  no  wise  any  attempt  been  made 
by  the  Government  to  pacify  the  interior  of  the  Peninsula  of  Florida 
or  the  eastern  shore  by  even  the  looking  in  of  a  gunboat  as  high  up  the 
St.  John’s  River  as  Jacksonville,  or  in  passing  the  harbor  of  St.  Augus¬ 
tine.  On  the  average  of  once  a  week  for  a  period  of  nearly  four  months 
the  Jeff  Davis  hovered  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  within  a  degree  or  two  of 
latitude  of  that  town,  watching  for  prey,  and  finally  it  only  disappeared 
by  the  commander,  Ooxetter,  attempting  to  enter  the  port,  supposing 
himself  to  be  pursued  by  a  United  States  vessel  of  war,  when  he  wrecked 
his  vessel.  That  town  is  the  undisturbed  residence  of  that  privateers¬ 
man,  where  he  has  his  family,  and  has  property,  as  also  have  Hardee, 
Kirby  Smith,  and  Lonng,  all  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  now  active  generals 
in  the  cause  of  the  conspiracy.  Through  these  ports  have  been  received 
from  neutral  countries  necessaries,  particularly  salt,  coffee,  quinine 
opium,  in  exchange  for  pitch  and  cotton.  Some  passengers  are  passin0- 
(or  have  passed  until  very  lately)  by  these  means,  and  also  correspond- 
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ence.  The  Garibaldi ,  schooner,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  still  continued 
to  make  her  trips  from  Jacksonville.  The  commerce  of  St.  John’s  River 
has,  in  no  instance,  as  I  have  said,  been  disturbed,  and,  in  a  word,  the 
entire  Peninsula  of  Florida  by  sufferance  only  is  in  rebellion,  and  while 
incapable  of  self-defense,  sends  troops  to  Richmond  and  attempts  at 
last,  by  confiscating  the  property  of  contumacious  citizens,  to  supply 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war  to  the  Confederate  Government. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Buckingham  Smith. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward. 


Letter  from  Flag  Officer  JDu  Font ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Mayor  of  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Del.,  presenting  two  fags  to  that  city  in  token  of  its  loyalty. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  retained  in  my  possession,  until  an  opportunity  offered 
of  forwarding  it,  the  American  flag  first  hoisted  on  Fort  Beauregard 
after  its  capture  on  the  7th  of  .November,  1861. 

I  send  with  it  a  rebel  hag,  likewise  captured  in  South  Carolina  by  one 
of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet  under  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  present  them  in  my  name  to  the  loyal  city 
of  Wilmington  %  They  are  the  emblems  of  a  war  forced  upon  us  by  the 
most  wicked  conspiracy  that  a  forbearing  nation  has  ever  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  the  pretensions  and  crimes  of  which  Wilmington  has  de¬ 
nounced  from  the  beginning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 


servant, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


His  Honor  Vincent  Gilpin, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Wilmington ,  [Del.]. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Fernandina,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  the  mail  from  shore  to  morrow  you  will  please 
proceed  with  the  Susquehanna  to  Port  Royal  and  take  charge  of  the 

harbor  until  my  return.  ,  , 

You  will  also  relieve  the  Varnna,  Commander  Boggs,  and  send  her 
on  her  way  to  the  Gulf  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  to  proceed.  Dispatch  a 
coal  vessel,  if  any,  to  this  place. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  8.  Susquehanna,  off  Fernandina. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Marchand,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
of  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  James  Adger  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  passing  out  by  the  first  tide,  to  blockade  off  Charleston. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

[S.  F.  Du  Pont,] 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  [J.  B.]  Marchand, 

TJ.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  Fernandina  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  8. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  without  waiting  for  the  mails,  you 
will  please  proceed  to  Port  Royal. 

If  everything  is  quiet  there,  and  you  find  that  you  can  be  spared,  I 
wish  you  to  take  charge  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  embracing 
Stono,  Bull’s  Bay,  and  Georgetown. 

I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  blockade  should  be 
rigorously  maintained,  and  I  will  send  you  as  many  vessels  as  can  be 
spared.  The  James  Adger  proceeds  to-day  to  Charleston,  and  the  Bien¬ 
ville  will  follow  to-morrow,  stopping,  however,  at  Port  Royal. 

Please  to  retain  the  Augusta,  Sumpter,  and  other  vessels  now  on  that 
station  until  they  can  be  relieved,  unless  there  should  be  an  absolute 
necessity  to  send  any  of  them  to  Port  Royal. 

Do  not  send  any  mails  from  Port  Royal  south  for  any  vessels  except 
the  Pawnee,  Florida,  and  the  four  regular  gunboats. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

TJ.  8.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Fernandina. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

Nickels,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  at  Georgetoicn,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  at  once  ofl'  Fernan¬ 
dina,  and  after  transferring  the  colonel  and  men,  whose  capture  you 
have  reported  to  me,  to  the  Wabash,  you  will  continue  to  Georgetown  and 
relieve  the  Gem  of  the  8ea,  now  on  blockade  there,  informing  Captain 
Baxter  that  he  can  return  to  Port  Royal. 

Yon  will  show  these  orders  to  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  of  the 
Wabash. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels, 

TJ .  8.  Armed  Vessel  Onward,  off  St.  John's. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Goldshorough , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8, 1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  yon  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Florida  under  your  command  for  blockading  duty  off  Charleston. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  B.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  8.  Florida,  off  8t.  John’s. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Nickels,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Onward,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Fernandina,  March  .9,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  report¬ 
ing  to  the  senior  officer  there,  to  relieve  the  Roebuck,  which  vessel  will 
then  return  to  Port  Royal. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels, 

U.  8.  Armed  1  essel  Onward. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  D.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  with  prize  schooner  Alert  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s,  March  9,  1862. 

Sir:  YTou  will  please  proceed  with  your  prize  to  Port  Royal  and 
place  her  under  charge  of  Captain  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  or 
the  senior  officer  present,  and  on  my  arrival  there  I  will  take  the  proper 
steps  to  send  the  prize  or  (if  she  be  found  by  survey  unfit  to  go  to  the 
North  at  this  season  of  the  year)  her  cargo  to  the  proper  authority  for 
adjudication. 

As  soon  as  you  are  ready  to  leave  Port  Royal  you  will  proceed  off 
Charleston  for  blockading  duty,  reporting  there  to  the  senior  officer 
present. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Steedman, 

U.  8.  8.  Bienville. 


IQ  s. — The  senior  officer  at  Port  Royal  will  send  on  board  of  your 
ship  all  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Bienville  now  on  the  two 
prizes  taken  by  you.  Please  show  him  these  orders  as  authority  there¬ 
for.  He  will  detach,  until  my  arrival,  a  sufficient  force  to  see  to  their 
safety. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flay- Officer  Bu  Pont ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  information  from  Brussels  regarding  the  steamei 

Economist.  ,r  .  „0_0 

Navy  Department,  March  11,  1862. 


Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  iiilormation  an  extract  fiom  a 
dispatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  19tli  ultimo,  by 
the  U.  S.  minister  at  Brussels,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Economist 
No.  2,  which  vessel  is  suspected  of  a  design  to  carry  munitions  ot  war 
to  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  0. 


[Enclosure.] 


52.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels ,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  *  *  #  I  learn  that  he  has  purchased  several  batteries  com¬ 

plete,  numbering  in  all  SO  cannon  of  various  calibers,  and  that  they  are 
to  be  shipped  from  Hamburg  by  a  steamer,  the  Economist  No.  2,  which  is 
to  proceed  thence  to  London  to  take  in  blankets,  etc.,  thence  to  Graves¬ 
end  to  hll  up,  as  those  which  preceded  her  have  done,  with  powder, 
clearing  for  Nassau,  her  shippers  hoping  she  can  run  the  blockade  thence. 

The  Economist  No.  2  is  a  new  English  steamer,  this  being  her  first 
voyage.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

H.  Sandford. 


Hon.  Wtm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Butler,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  acknowledging  service  rendered 

by  the  officers  of  his  com  mand. 

On  Board  Steam  Transport  Mississippi, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C.,  March  12. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  signal  service 
rendered  me  by  the  officers  of  yohr  command  during  my  distress  at  this 
post.  They  have  evinced  that  kindness  and  courtesy  for  which  the  Navy 
has  ever  been  distinguished. 

Since  you  ordered  the  master  of  the  Mercury,  Mr.  Baldwin,  to  report 
to  me  for  duty,  lie  has  acted,  with  his  steamer,  with  great  promptness 
and  efficiency,  aud  for  his  wearying  work  for  two  successive  nights  has 
my  best  thanks. 

Wiishing  yourself,  personally,  all  success  with  your  command, 

I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Lardner, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Station. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Le  Roy ,  JJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  to  proceed  to  Mosquito  Inlet , 

Florida ,  / »  inew  0/  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  steamer  Carolina  from 

Nassa  u ,  Mew  Providence. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

O/f  $t.  Augustine ,  F/o.,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  received  information  that  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina  has 
got  into  Mosquito  Inlet  from  Nassau  with  arms,  which  she  is  now  unload¬ 
ing,  will  you  please  proceed  at  once  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
command,  off  that  place? 

The  bar  is  shallow,  and  of  course  you  can  not  cross  with  your  vessel, 
but  I  desire  that  you  will  keep  as  near  the  shore  as  possible  until  I  can 
send  others  of  light  draft. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  containing  interesting  information. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Eoy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  off  St.  Augustine. 

Please  receive  my  commendation  for  the  dispatch  with  which  you 
executed  my  last  order. 

S.  F.  1).  P. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Fair  Play,  March  12,  1862. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the 

Sea. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  op  the  Sea, 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  March  12,  1862 , 

Sir:  At  11  o’clock  this  morning,  Georgetown  light  house  bearing 
W.  by  N.,  distant  i)  miles,  boarded  the  English  schooner  Fair  Play,  of 
Halifax,  [  Nova  Scotia],  and  by  her  papers  she  hails  from  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  and  is  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence.  The  captain  of 
her  reports  himself  in  distress  through  loss  of  sails  and  water,  which  is 
his  excuse  for  being  in  here. 

On  opening  his  letter  to  consignee  I  find  by  the  invoice  that  the  Fair 
Play  has  a  suspicious  cargo,  and  I  therefore  consider  it  my  duty  to  send 
the  vessel  to  Port  Royal  for  your  inspection  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Nelson  Provost. 

Sir,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

p.  s. — in  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  here 
for  Port  Royal  for  supplies. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the 

prize. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off  Georgetown ,  S.  C.,  March  21,  1862. 
Sir:  I  sent  the  schooner  Fair  Play  to  Port  Royal  for  the  reason  of 
not  having  supplies  to  go  north  and  we  could  not  supply  her,  and  also 
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for  the  decision  of  the  flag-officer  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron.  He  sent  her  back  to  me  for  my  decision  of  the  port  she 
should  be  sent  to.  I  have  now  decided  to  send  her  to  Philadelphia, 
which  I  trust  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

p.  s.— Please  find  enclosed  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Times  in 
regard  to  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Go.,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  whom 
the  schooner  Fair  Play  and  cargo  was  consigned. 

[Enclosure — Newspaper  clipping.] 

Affairs  at  Nassau— Important  information  regarding  the  movements  of  rebel  vessels  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade,  etc. 

[Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Times.] 

Nassau,  Saturday ,  February  15,  1862. 

But  little  of  importance  has  transpired  since  1  wrote  you  last.  I 
reported  the  arrival  of  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina  from  Charleston  in 
my  communication  per  Karnak.  Her  consignees  took  out  a  British 
register  for  her  and  changed  her  name  to  Kate.  She  carried  away  a 
cargo  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  from  the  British  steamer  Gladiator ,  and 
is  reported  to  have  arrived  safely  at  Fernandina,  Fla.  After  changing 
her  colors,  she  gave  the  conch  secessionists  (without  regard  to  color)  a 
sail  around  Hog  Island,  which  forms  our  harbor.  I  am  sorry  to  say  a 
few  of  our  American  visitors,  who  pretend  to  be  strong  Union  men, 
joined  the  party.  Soon  after  the  Kate  left  the  harbor  they  were  visited 
with  a  tremendous  thunder  squall,  such  as  you  seldom  see  except  in 
our  tropical  climates,  which  drove  them  all  below  and  caused  a  large 
portion  of  them  to  part  with  their  morning  meal.  It  is  described  as 
having  been  highly  interesting  to  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  not 
to  be  seasick. 

There  have  been  several  arrivals  of  small  craft  from  Secessia  with 
turpentine  and  cotton — one  was  the  notorious  privateer  schooner  Sallie. 
She. is  about  the  hardest  looking  vessel  for  a  privateer  I  have  ever  seen. 
Her  cargo  was  about  100  barrels  of  turpentine.  One  shell  from  a 
32-pounder  would  place  her  among  the  things  that  were.  The  pilot 
boat  Alert  arrived  on  the  6th  instant  from  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of 
50  bales  of  cotton.  The  captain  told  me  (supposing  I  was  a  seces¬ 
sionist)  that  the  Union  fleet  off  Savannah  could  take  the  city  at  any 
time  without  difficulty,  and  even  if  they  remained  in  their  present 
position  for  any  length  of  time  they  would  staiYe  the  troops  out  of 
Fort  Pulaski,  as  all  supplies  were  entirely  cut  off,  and  every  attempt  to 
send  them  had  failed. 

The  steamer  Ella  Warley  had  not  yet  returned,  notwithstanding  she 
has  been  expected  for  the  last  three  weeks  with  cotton  for  the  ship 
Eliza  Bonsai l,  now  lying  in  the  harbor  for  a  cargo.  I  think  they  are 
afraid  to  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  again,  as  the  captain  told  ine  it 
was  next  to  an  impossibility  for  a  vessel  of  her  size  to  perform  the 
feat.  Should  she  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  squadron  it  would  prove  a 
heavy  loss  to  her  bogus  owner  here,  who  is  what  we  style  a  “red  headed 
crab,”  about  18  years  old,  with  but  little  brains  and  less  money. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  old  steamer  Governor  Dudley  arrived  from 
Charleston  with  4h0  bales  of  cotton.  The  captain  fearing  the  cotton 
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would  go  North  if  sold  here,  refused  to  take  any  price  for  it.  After 
taking  out  a  British  register  and  changing  her  name  to  the  Nellie ,  lie 
left  for  Havana  with  a  Nassau  pilot  on  board  to  carry  him  across  the 
[BahamaJ  Banks.  He  intends  taking  a  return  cargo  to  Charleston, 
and  espects  to  be  back  here  in  about  a  month  with  more  cotton.  The 
Nellie  is  an  old  boat,  nearly  used  up  both  in  hull  and  machinery.  Her 
speed  is  not  over  8  or  10  knots,  with  a  full  head  of  steam. 

The  steamer  General  Miramon  arrived  here  from  Havana  on  the  6th 
instant  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  sailed  on  the  9th  again  with  the 
same  cargo  for  Havana.  Her  destination  frprn  here  was  Vera  Cruz, 
but  the  Government  refused  to  clear  her  for  that  port.  The  schooner 
Garabaldi  (which  1  mentioned  in  my  last),  schooner  Thomas  Perry ,  and 
several  other  rebel  vessels,  have  cleared  from  here  lately  for  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  with  salt  and  general  cargo.  They,  unfortunately, 
lose  their  way  and  invariably  bring  up  in  Charleston,  Fernandiua,  or 
some  other  Southern  port,  unless  some  of  our  Union  gunboats  fall  in 
with  them  and  pilot  them  into  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore. 
The  captain  of  the  Alert  reports  salt  worth  $7  per  bushel  in  Charles¬ 
ton.  He  says  the  Confederate  Government  seize  all  they  can  get  and 
pay  in  shiuplasters. 

The  secesh  conchs  here  were  highly  elated  by  a  rebel  report  from 
Charleston  of  a  great  battle  having  been  fought  at  Bowling  Green, 
in  which  the  rebels  were  reported  victorious,  having  cut  the  National 
forces  to  pieces  and  captured  a  large  portion  of  them.  The  news  by 
the  Karnak  has  put  an  end  to  all  their  rejoicings. 

Several  wrecks  have  occurred  at  the  out  islands  lately.  The  British 
brig  Nyassa,  Campbell,  master,  from  Gouaives  for  Gibraltar  and  orders, 
was  wrecked  at  Inagua  on  the  20th  ultimo,  with  a  cargo  of  2,200  bags 
coffee ;  800  bags  saved  dry,  900  badly  damaged,  and  500  lost.  The 
bark  Maryland  was  wrecked  at  the  same  island  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
with  a  cargo  of  4,300  bags  coffee;  only  about  600  bags  saved,  and  that 
badly  damaged.  The  German  brig  AlphonSj  from  Savanilla  [Sabanillaj, 
bound  for  Bremen,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  cigars,  cedar,  and  ivory 
nuts,  was  wrecked  at  Mayaguana  [Mariguana]  on  the  30th  ultimo;  a 
small  portion  only  of  her  cargo  has  been  saved.  The  brig  George  C. 
Ross ,  Rice,  master,  from  Port  au  Prince  for  New  York,  with  coflee, 
honey,  and  logwood,  was  wrecked  at  Long  Cay  about  the  middle  ot 
last  month;  all  the  cargo  was  saved  and  sold  there.  The  brig  Ben 
Dunning  was  at  Inagua  on  the  10th,  loading  salt  for  New  York. 

The  steamer  Kate  returned  here  yesterday  from  Fernandiua,  in  bal¬ 
last,  to  load  with  part  of  the  rest  of  the  Gladiator's .cargo.  Is  there  no 
way  this  business  can  be  stopped?  If  the  Government  would  send  out 
half  a  dozen  fast  gunboats  to  cruise  along  the  [Bahama]  Banks  they 
would  undoubtedly  catch  some  of  these  vessels.  The  brig  A.  31.  Bart¬ 
lett ,  from  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  hogshead  shooks,  bound  for  Sagua 
La  Grande,  was  wrecked  at  Abaco  on  the  5th  instant.  A  small  portion  of 
her  cargo  was  saved  and  brought  here.  The  Kate  evidently  brought 
bad  news  from  Charleston,  as  the  Karnalc  is  detained  by  11.  Adderly  & 
Co.,  to  take  on  board  the  cotton  intended  to  be  sent  to  England  in  the 
ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  and  the  Eliza  Bonsall  is  bending  sails  and  making- 
other  preparations  for  sea.  H.  Adderly  &  Co.  are  agents  tor  the 
Gladiator  and  Eliza  Bonsall ,  and,  in  fact,  either  agents  for  or  pretended 
owners  of  nearly  all  the  secession  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  that 
arrive  here,  notwithstanding  they  have  made  a  large  portion  of  their 
money  out  of  northern  wrecks.  They  aid  and  abet  the  South  in  every 
possible  way,  and  are  more  tirmly  opposed  to  the  North  than  any  other 
house  here.  Captain  Lockwood,  of  the  Kate ,  upon  being  asked  what 


630  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

cargo  lie  carried  over  last  voyage,  answered  “food  for  tbe  North,”  mean¬ 
ing  arms  and  ammunition.  I  hope  he  may  dine  upon  a  meal  of  the  same 
sort  before  lie  gets  back  to  Fernandina.  He  reports  the  Lila  11  arley 
loaded  iu  Charleston,  and  that  the  owners  have  discharged  the  crew, 
as  they  fear  to  make  another  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

Union. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Wamsutta ,  Madgie ,  and  Victoria  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wam¬ 
sutta  under  your  command  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  F  lag- 
Qfficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Alantic  Blockad¬ 
ing  Squadron.  Before  sailing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll 
of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  ot  the  1  \ amsutta. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  .  Welles. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutennant  Wm.  L.  Stone,  IJ .  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta ,  New  York. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master  F.  B.  Meriam, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Madgie,  and  Acting  Master  J.  D. 
Warren,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Victoria.] 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Please  send  as  soon  as  possible  the  Henry  Andrew,  now  at 
Wassaw,  to  Fernandina,  to  report  to  Commander  Drayton,  directing 
Commander  Gillis  to  supply  her  with  coal  and  provisions. 

Dispatch  this  order  to  YYCassaw  by  the  speediest  conveyance,  pilot 
boat  or  otherwise.  1  want  the  Andrew  much. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

P.  S. — If  the  E.  B.  Hale  can  be  spared  from  Wall’s  Cut  send  her 
also  to  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  off  Fernandina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  and  to  place  you  in 
charge  here  until  my  return,  which  will  be  most  likely  in  a  week. 
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The  Fotomska  will  also  remain  until  further  orders,  and  unless  you 
prefer  being  off  St.  Mary’s  yourself,  you  will  place  her  there. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernand, ina. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jno.  Downes, 

r.  S.  Gunboat  Huron ,  off  St.  Mary's. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gardner ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  transportation  of  battalion  of  marines  to  St. 

Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  A  ugustine ,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  the  Keystone  State  to  Port  Royal,  if  the  Bienville  is 
still  there,  and  has  coaled,  you  will  order  the  battalion  under  Major 
Reynolds  to  be  embarked  on  board  of  her  and  dispatch  the  Bienville  to 
this  place,  allowing  Commander  Le  Roy  to  repair  his  engine.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Bienville  has  left,  give  the  Keystone  State  40  tons  of  coal  and 
send  her  with  the  marines  as  soon  as  possible,  expediting  the  coaling 


with  all  speed.  r 

The  accompanying  communications  for  the  Dale,  Western  11  arid,  ai 
other  vessels  please  have  delivered  whenever  opportunity  offers. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


id 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Commanding  Naval  Force ,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  to  report  with  his  battalion  at  St.  Augustine. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 
Major:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  embark  with  the  battalion 
under  your  command  on  either  the  Bienville  or  the  Keystone  State,  as 
Captain  Lardner  may  direct,  for  this  place,  leaving  only  your  sick 

behind.  .  T  .  ,  ,  ■  „  n. 

Bring  all  your  camp  equipage,  as  I  intend  you  to  garrison  ot. 
Augustine,  which  you  will  find  an  important,  but  at  the  same  time 


very  pleasant,  post. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -  Officer. 


Major  J.  G.  Reynolds,  IT.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion ,  Bay  Fomt. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  reconnaissance  in  St, 
John’s  River  to  Palatka,  and  the  intended  expedition  for  the  capture  of 
yacht  America  and  steamer  St.  Mary’s. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 

8iR-  Since  my  last  communication  I  have  made  a  reconnoissance  as 
far  as  Palatka,  and  found  no  hostile  demonstrations;  on  the  contrary, 
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the  assurance  I  gave  that  we  did  not  come  to  molest  peaceable  citizens 
has  had  a  good  effect.  I  am  induced  to  believe  from  the  result  of  my 
visit  up  the  river  and  from  my  intercourse  with  the  citizens  here,  if  a 
sufficient  force  is  left  at  this  point  to  protect  the  Union  sentiment, 
which  is  showing  itself  more  and  more,  the  State  of  Florida  will  soon 
be  disenthralled.  General  Wright  has  been  and  is  still  here.  He  leaves 
to  morrow  to  meet  you,  and  to  him  I  refer  for  full  particulars  as  to  the 
actual  condition  of  affairs.  I  am  happy  to  say  our  views  fully  accord. 

If  the  vessels  should  be  kept  here  for  any  length  of  time,  they  will 
require  provisions  and  coal.  On  my  way  down  to  this  place  from 
Palatka,  I  sent  Acting  Master  Budd,  with  the  first  cutter  of  the  Wabash, 
to  seize  II  bags  coffee  belonging  to  the  rebels,  which  he  succeeded  in 
obtaining. 

I  go  up  this  evening  in  the  Ellen  with  the  two  armed  boats  from  the 
Wabash,  in  company  with  the  Darlington,  which  latter  vessel  is  now 
here  to  capture,  if  possible,  the  yacht  America  and  steamer  St.  Mary’s. 
When  the  objects  in  view  have  been  fully  accomplished,  I  shall  make  a 
full  report  of  what  has  transpired  since  separating  from  the  flagship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Key¬ 
stone  State,  regarding  reconnoissance  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

CT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  March  17,  1S62. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I  proceeded  off 
Mosquito  Inlet,  anchoring  the  same  afternoon,  and  on  the  following 
morning  sent  in  a  boat  to  make  a  reconnoissance.  We  found  the  chan¬ 
nel  had  changed  to  the  southward  of  the  entrance  marked  by  the  buoy, 
the  old  one  being  entirely  closed  at  low  water.  Owing  to  the  sea  on  the 
bar,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  permit  the  boat  to  attempt  to  cross 
the  bar,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  sent  a  boat  inside,  finding 
11  feet  on  the  bar.  I  enclose  accompanying  a  rough  tracing  of  the 
position  of  the  channel,  with  soundings,  etc.  The  only  vessel  visible 
was  a  small  schooner  lying  near  the  town  of  Hew  Smyrna,  where  there 
were  only  2  feet  water  at  low  tide,  and  distant  2  or  3  miles  from  the  bar. 
The  boat’s  crew  landed  on  one  of  the  points,  but  nothing  of  interest 
was  discovered.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  the  Penguin  arrived,  and, 
in  obedience  to  the  verbal  order  brought  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Budd,  I  left  this  morning  at  0  o’clock,  having  delayed  the  night  to 
enable  me  to  supply  the  Penguin  with  coal  to  the  amount  of  20  tons. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Le  Boy, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Havy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  offi  St.  Augustine. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Codon ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican ,  regarding 

operations  in  St:  Simon's  Sound ,  March  17-30,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report 
from  Commander  S.  WT.  Godon,  detailing  events  in  St.  Simon’s  Sound 
and  the  establishment  of  a  colony  of  contrabands  on  St.  Simon’s  Island. 

This  officer  also  calls  my  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  an 
armed  vessel  at  Doboy,  for  the  double  purpose  of  covering  St.  Simon’s 
Island  and  blockading  the  Altamaha,  but  I  regret  to  inform  the 
Department  that  I  have  none  to  send. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

St.  Simon’s  Sound ,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  lGth  by  the  Potomska,  I  have 
to  report  that  on  the  17th,  with  the  launch  and  another  armed  boat,  I 
entered  Jekyl  Creek  and  proceeded  to  Dubignon’s  place,  where  I  dis¬ 
covered  a  deserted  battery  of  three  guns  to  command  that  stream  and 
the  remains  of  a  camp  of  some  two  hundred  men.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  cattle  remains  on  the  island,  but  very  wild  on  our  approach. 

The  following  day  the  steamer  Connecticut  arrived,  and  in  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  enter  the  port  ran  aground  to  the  north  of  the  bar. 

I  sent  the  Pocahontas  to  her  aid,  and  by  night  she  was  again  afloat 
without  sustaining  any  injury. 

A  few  hours  after  she  left  for  Fernandina,  a  fresh  gale  sprang  up  and 
continued  to  blow  for  several  days;  indeed,  so  strong  as  to  prevent 
movement  in  boats  about  the  sound. 

On  the  22d  the  Bibb  made  her  appearance,  and  Captain  Boutelle  at 
once  commenced  placing  the  buoys  for  the  bar  and  channel. 

Since  then  I  have  been  some  distance  up  the  inside  passage  of  St. 
Simon’s  Sound  and  landed  in  considerable  force  at  Cooper’s  place,  where 
we  again  found  a  quantity  of  cattle,  but  equally  wild  with  those  of 
Jekyl  Island. 

Contrabands  continue  to  come  to  us.  I  sent  a  number  by  the  Potomska 
to  Fernandina,  and  also  several  by  the  Connecticut.  On  the  26th  I  started 
for  Brunswick  to  look  to  that  place,  and  on  my  way  up  the  river  twenty- 
seven  more  contrabands  came  to  me.  It  now  became  necessary  to  obtain 
food  for  these  people,  as  they  mustered  over  forty  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  both  my  provisions  and  those  of  the  Pocahontas  were  getting 
low. 

I  was  informed  that  a  quantity  of  corn  might  be  had  on  Colonels 
Island,  opposite  Brunswick,  at  a  Mr.  Scarlet’s  place.  1  proceeded  there 
and,  with  the  aid  of  the  contrabands,  who,  in  fact,  had  belonged  mostly 
to  this  Mr.  Scarlet,  I  procured  150  bushels  of  corn,  a  quantity  of  pease, 
and  sweet  potatoes,  with  some  cotton. 

I  also  brought  off  tools  for  working  the  ground,  cornsheller,  and  a 
mill  for  grinding  corn.  Colonel’s  island  is  separated  from  Fancy  Bluff, 
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oil  the  mainland,  by  a  small  stream,  and  at  Fancy  Bluff  we  noticed  the 
rebel  pickets. 

At  sundown  I  threw  two  shells  from  the  Pocahontas  among  them. 

The  following  morning,  on  landing  to  finish  our  work,  we  learned 
through  one  of  the  contrabands  that  the  pickets  had  been  increased  to 
150  soldiers  at  Fancy  Bluff. 

We  landed  our  fieldpieces  and  a  strong  force  on  Colonel’s  Island  and 
obtained  wliat  we  needed,  and  that  night,  after  again  tiring  a  shell  or 
two  at  Fancy  Bluff',  proceeded  to  St.  Simon’s. 

Here  I  landed  all  the  contrabands,  with  their  corn  and  provisions, 
tools,  etc.,  and,  having  housed  them,  have  set  them  to  work. 

Already  they  have  planted  potatoes.  To-morrow  they  begin  to  pre 
pare  the  land  for  corn.  They  have  set  up  their  mill,  and  I  have  told 
them  they  are  to  plant  cotton  and  thus  to  become  of  use  to  themselves. 
They  seem  contented,  but  without  a  vessel  at  the  other  end  of  the  island 
they  are  in  danger  of  being  interfered  with  by  soldiers  landing  in  that 
direction  and  approaching  them  at  night.  St.  Simon’s  is  a  tine,  rich 
island,  about  10  miles  long.  On  the  north  end  is  a  village,  Frederica. 
It  is  said  to  be  healthy.  The  marine  battalion  might  be  employed  here 
most  usefully.  They  could  occupy  both  ends  of  the  island,  and  a  small 
gunboat  at  each  end  would  render  it  perfectly  secure  and  block  up 
Brunswick  and  Darien.  A  thousand  blacks  could  be  usefully  employed 
here  and  made  self-supporting.  Such  a  colony,  properly  managed, 
would  do  much  good.  Those  that  are  now  here,  some  forty  in  number, 
live  on  T.  Butler  King’s  place,  and  under  cover  of  our  guns.  For  the' 
present,  then,  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  food  such  as  the  contra¬ 
bands  are  accustomed  to  to  last  some  time,  even  with  increased  num¬ 
bers  coming  in ;  but  I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  sending  of 
another  small  vessel,  as  stated  above,  at  once  to  Doboy  Island.  I  do 
not  know  what  your  intentions  are  in  regard  to  the  blacks.  Should 
they  be  continued  here,  corn  and  salt  fish  should  be  supplied  them 
until  they  can  procure  their  own  living  from  the  land  they  are  now  till¬ 
ing.  I  request  your  further  orders  in  these  matters.  The  provisions 
and  coal  of  both  vessels  are  getting  so  low  that  unless  I  see  you  soon, 
as  your  note  gives  me  the  hope,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  to  Port  Boyal  for  supplies,  and  this  vessel  would  soon  have  to 
follow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Pa  Knee  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  March  18,  1862. 
Sir:  If  you  can  possibly  spare  the  Pawnee,  send  her  to  Hampton 
Koads  immediately,  with  orders  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Lanier ,  II.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  March  18, 1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  all  practical  dispatch  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  or  the  senior  officer  present. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  E.  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Baltimore. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  to  procure  provisions. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  find  on  reflection  and  examination  of  our  resources  in  this 
ship  that  it  will  be  most  difficult  to  coal  and  provision  the  squadron. 

I  find  I  can  leave  you  nothing  on  my  passage  up,  and  you  will  there¬ 
fore  leave  the  Huron  and  Potomska  to  guard  Fernandina  and  proceed 
with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Royal,  fill  up  with  everything  you  can  get, 
and  return  in  all  haste  to  Fernandina. 

1  will,  so  soon  as  Captain  Rodgers  returns  from  Jacksonville,  for 
which  place  he  leaves  at  daylight,  go  myself  to  Port  Royal  and  expe¬ 
dite  the  coaling  and  provisioning  of  all  the  fleet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Fernandina. 

P.  S. — Acting  Master  Godfrey,  pilot,  will  have  the  temporary  charge 
of  the  steamer  Darlington,  and  Acting  Master  Mattair  will  act  as  pilot 
for  Fernandina  Harbor,  and  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Capture  of  the  British  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre ,  March  18,  and  recapture 
from  prize  crew,  March  21,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Goldsbcrough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  18,  1862. 

Honorable  Secretary  op  the  Navy.:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  consisting  of  the  Florida,  James 
Adger,  Sumpter,  Flambeau ,  and  ship  Onward,  have  this  day  captured 
the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  of  Charleston,  from  Calcutta,  loaded  with 
2,173  bales  of  gunny  cloths. 

The  Emily  St.  Pierre  has  a  British  register  and  manifest,  but  her 
name  being  mentioned  among  those  furnished  by  the  Department,  and 
as  she  belongs  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  her,  and  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  under  charge  ot  Acting- 
Master  Josiah  Stone  with  a  prize  crew  of  two  men  from  each  of  the 
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blockading  vessels,  with  orders  to  deliver  her  over  to  the  U.  S.  district 
attorney  at  that  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1>.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Off  Charleston,  March  IS,  1862. 

Flag-Officer:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  a.  m.  of  this 
day,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  the  1ST.  E.  and  weather  thick,  the  look¬ 
out  ship,  the  Onward,  discovered  a  strange  sail  in  the  offing,  about  3 
miles  to  seaward,  standing  directly  into  the  harbor  under  full  sail,  and 
with  no  colors  flying.  The  James  Adger  being  guard  ship  of  the  day, 
immediately  stood  for  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre, 
of  Charleston,  mentioned  in  your  list  of  suspected  vessels,  from  Cal¬ 
cutta,  ^November  27,  1S61,  with  a  cargo  of  2,173  bales  gunny  cloth, 
British  papers,  manifest,  etc.,  and  the  word  “Liverpool”  on  her  stern. 
I  have  seized  and  sent  her  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  adjudication 
under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Josiah  Stone,  of  this  steamer,  with  a 
prize  crew  of  two  men  from  each  of  the  vessels  blockading  this  port. 
The  other  vessels  being  short  of  officers,  1  sent  First  Assistant  Engineer 
John  S.  Smith  (not  requiring  his  further  services  since  Mr.  Ziegler  has 
reported)  to  assist  Mr.  Stone.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Hornsby,  of  the 
Omvard,  has  been  detached  from  that  vessel  for  similar  duty.  The 
captain,  steward,  and  cook  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  remained  on  board; 
the  balance  of  the  crew  have  been  divided  between  the  James  Adger  and 
this  vessel,  2  mates  and  7  seamen  being  on  board  of  the  Florida  ;  a  list 
of  her  crew  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Her  papers  I  sealed  and  forwarded  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  Messrs.  Stone  and 
Hornsby  have  orders  to  return  to  their  vessels  when  their  services  are 
no  longer  required.  I  learn  the  ship  had  the  secession  flag  flying  fifteen 
days  previous  to  sailing  from  Calcutta. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  1  have  issued  orders  to  the  blockading 
force  off  this  harbor  not  to  allow  any  vessels  to  enter  our  lines  without 
their  nationality  being  fully  established. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  Goldsborough, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  transportation  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  of  the  crew  of  the  prize. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir:  I  received  by  mail  last  evening  several  communications  from 
you,  among  others  one  containing  the  capture  of  the  Fmily  St.  Pierre, 
upon  which  I  congratulate  you. 
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The  Bienville,  on  her  way  to  Washington,  will  stop  oft'  Charleston 
and  you  will  please  put  on  board  other  the  crew  of  the  captured  ship, 
now  on  the  Florida  and  James  Adger.  These  men,  according  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Department,  are  not  prisoners  and  can  not  be  unnec¬ 
essarily  detained  except  as  witnesses. 

I  have  forwarded  the  muster  roll  of  the  vessels  blockading  off 
Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsbouough, 

JJ.  S.  8.  Florida,  Comdg.  Blockading  Forces  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Stone,  XT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  prize,  regarding  the  recapture. 


Liverpool,  April  26,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  write  you,  letting  you  know  that  on 
the  18tli  of  March  I  was  sent  on  board  the  ship  Emily  St,  Pierre  to 
take  her  to  Philadelphia;  Captain  Wilson  and  his  cook  and  steward 
were  permitted  to  remain  on  board,  the  rest  of  the  crew  being  taken 
off  by  Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough.  Captain  Wilson  was  to  go  as  a 
passenger,  and  I  supposed  be  was  on  parole  with  Captain  J.  R.  Golds¬ 
borough,  and  I  treated  him  as  such;  the  cook  and  stew ard  to  act  as 
cook  and  steward  for  myself,  officers,  and  men.  All  went  on  well  until 
the  morning  of  the  21st  of  March.  I  was  then  off  Cape  Hatteras,  dis¬ 
tant  about  30  miles,  it  bearing  about  W.  K  W.  Captain  Wilson  came 
on  deck  to  me  in  a  pleasant  manner,  spoke  of  the  nice  wind  I  had  all 
night;  after  talking  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go 
in"tlie  cabin  and  show  him  the  position  of  the  ship  on  the  chart.  I 
walked  in  with  him,  and  while  in  the  cabin,  he,  Captain  Wilson, 
grabbed  me  by  my  collar  and  drew  a  belaying  pin  from  under  his  vest, 
at  the  same  time  the  cook  and  steward  sprang  out  of  a  room,  put  two 
revolvers  at  my  head,  threatened  my  life,  put  me  in  irons,  put  me  in  a 
small  room,  and  locked  me  in  and  then  told  me  that  he  had  taken  Mr. 
Hornsby,  the  master’s  mate,  and  Mr.  John  S,  Smith  the  same  way.  He 
went  into  these  officers’  rooms  while  they  were  asleep,  put  them  in 
irons,  and  put  gags  in  their  mouths;  after  this  he  went  on  deck.  Six 
of  the  men  being  asleep  in  the  forecastle  he  locked  them  in.  He  then 
got  three  of  the  men  that  were  on  deck  to  go  down  aft  in  a  scuttle  and 
pass  up  a  coil  of  rigging;  told  the  men  that  I  wanted  it.  When  the 
men  were  down  he  put  the  hatches  on  and  thus  had  all  the  crew  fast¬ 
ened  up  except  three.  He  then  got  some  of  the  crew  to  help  him  work 
the  ship  to  this  port.  He  shot  one  man  at  the  time,  but  did  not  kill 
him-  he  is  getting  well,  and  one  man  on  the  passage  fell  from  the  fore- 
yard  on  deck  and  died  the  next  day,  of  which  I  was  not  told  until  we 
'o-ot  here.  Myself  and  master’s  mate  were  kept  confined  all  the  pas¬ 
sage,  thirty-one  days.  We  arrived  here  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  and 
are  now  detained  here  by  order  of  Mr.  Adams  at  London. 

Your  humble  servant, 

Jo  si  ah  Stone, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


There  are  now  six  vessels  in  this  port  taking  in  cargo  to  run  the 
blockade,  four  sailing  vessels  and  two  steamers.  I  will  give  the  names 
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of  the  sailing  vessels:  Ship  Southerner ,  brig  Sophia,  brig  Rosalind , 
brig  Lillet ;  as  near  as  I  can  find  out  are  bound  to  Charleston,  and  the 
two  steamers,  Memphis  and  Julia  Usher ,  to  New  Orleans. 


With  respect, 


J.  Stone. 


Letter  from  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the 
character  of  Acting  Master  Stone,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

St.  Simon1  s  Sound ,  July  1,  1S62. 

Sir:  While  I  condemn  in  the  strongest  terms  the  course  pursued  by 
Acting  Master  Josiali  Stone  in  quietly  and  tamely  surrendering  his 
ship,  the  Emily  St.  Pierre,  without  the  slightest  effort  of  resistance, 
notwithstanding  the  sword  which  he  possessed  and  the  revolver  which 
I  gave  for  the  purpose  of  defense,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bear 
testimony  that  during  the  time  Mr.  Stone  was  under  my  command  his 
moral  character  and  gentlemanly  deportment  merited  my  entire  appro¬ 
bation,  and  his  watchfulness,  vigilance,  and  attention  to  duty  inspired 
me  with  respect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Expedition  in  St.  John's  River ,  Florida,  March  18-25, 1852,  and  discovery 
and  raising  of  the  C.  S.  yacht  America. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  returned  this  morning  with  the  launch  and  first  cutter  of  the 
Wabash  and  the  steamers  Darlington  and  Ellen  from  Dunn's  Creek  with 
the  yacht  America,  which,  after  a  week’s  hard  labor  and  valuable 
assistance  of  Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  Budd,  and  First  Assist¬ 
ant  Engineer  Dungan,  I  succeeded  in  raising  and  bringing  to  this  place, 
where  I  shall  keep  her  awaiting  your  further  instructions. 

She  is  without  ground  tackle  or  sails  and  almost  everything  else  but 
her  lower  masts,  bowsprit,  gaffs,  and  some  light  spars.  I  send  the 
Darlington  with  the  boats  of  the  Wabash  to  St.  Augustine,  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  you  may  have  use  for  them.  If  not  and  I  can  have  their 
services,  I  propose  to  go  to  Haw  Creek  and  raise  the  steamer  St.  Mary’s, 
in  which  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  succeed.  Farther  up  the  St.  John’s 
Fiver  there  is  a  large  amount  of  floating  property  which  is  of  value  to 
the  rebels  and  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  U.  S.  Government. 

On  my  way  down  1  stopped  at  Palatka  and  took  on  board  the  Ellen 
a  quantity  ot  resin,  sirup,  moss,  hardware,  etc.,  which  I  have  placed 
in  charge  of  General  Wright  in  one  of  the  storehouses  of  this  place, 
leaving  word  with  ex  Governor  Moseley,  at  Palatka,  if  the  property 
belonged  to  persons  not  in  arms  or  not  inimical  to  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  it  would  be  returned,  or,  if  used, 
paid  for  at  a  fair  market  value;  otherwise  not.  Some  8  or  10  miles 
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below  Jacksonville  there  are  two  pieces  of  artillery  sunk,  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Ammen  will  endeavor  to  secure  to-morrow.  I  enclose  liis  copy  of  a 
communication  which  will  explain  itself. 

Everything  remains  quiet  at  this  place. 

Awaiting  your  instructions,  1  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  enclose  a  proclamation  of  General  Sherman’s,  which  you  may  pos¬ 
sibly  have  not  seen,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  this  place. 


[Enclosures.] 

St.  John’s  Fiver,  March  27, 1862. 
To  the  owners  of  property  at  Orange  Mills: 

The  undersigned,  senior  naval  officer  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  in  the  waters  of  St.  John’s,  has  reason  to  believe  that  a 
man  named  De  Costa,  while  in  charge  of  the  Orange  Mills  and  property 
adjacent  thereto,  has  been  maltreated  and  incarcerated  for  holding 
intercourse  with  persons  belonging  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  by  some  lawless  person  or  persons.  He  therefore  notifies  the 
owners  of  property  in  and  about  Orange  Mills  that  if  the  said  De  Costa 
is  not  delivered  in  Jacksonville  by  Sunday  next  he  will  destroy  their 
property. 

T.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  waters  of  St.  John's. 


Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  20,  1862. 

To  the  people  of  East  Florida: 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  have  come  amongst  you  to  protect 
loyal  citizens  and  their  property  from  further  molestation  by  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  a  rebel  and  usurped  authority,  and  to  enable  you  to  resusci¬ 
tate  a  government  which  they  have  ruthlessly  endeavored  to  destroy. 

All  loyal  people  who  return  to  or  remain  at  their  home,  in  the  quiet 
pursuit  of  their  lawful  avocations,  shall  be  protected  in  all  their  rights, 
within  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  sole  desire  and  intention  of  the  Government  is  to  maintain  the 
integrity  ot  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  and  reclaim  States  which 
have  revolted  from  their  national  allegiance  to  their  former  prosperous 
and  happy  condition. 

There  is  great  satisfaction  in  the  fact,  now  become  patent  to  all,  that 
a  large  portion  of  you  still  cling,  in  your  hearts,  to  that  mother  who 
first  liberated  you  from  the  thraldom  of  a  despotic  government;  who 
next  rescued  you  from  the  deathly  grasp  of  the  wily  savage,  at  a  fright¬ 
ful  cost  of  life  and  treasure;  and  who  afterwards  elevated  you  from 
the  condition  of  territorial  dependence  to  that  of  a  proud  and  inde¬ 
pendent  State. 

1  earnestly  recommend  that  in  every  city,  town,  and  precinct  you 
assemble  in  your  primary  and  sovereign  capacity ;  that  you  there  throw 
off  that  sham  government  which  has  been  forced  upon  you,  swear  true 
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fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
organize  your  government  and  elect  your  officers  m  the  good  old  waj 

of  the  past.  ,  •, 

When  this  is  done,  then  will  you  see  the  return  ot  prosperous  and 
happy  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  trade  and  industry  to  which  your 
extensive  coast  is  so  well  adapted  and  in  the  immunity  from  that  want 
and  suffering  to  which  you  have  been  so  wickedly  subjected  by  the 
traitorous  acts  of  a  few  ambitious  and  unprincipled  men  5  then  will  you. 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  honest  labor,  the  sweets  of  happy  homes,  and 
the  consolation  of  living  under  those  wise  and  salutary  laws  that  are 
due  only  to  an  industrious  and  law-abiding  people. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Port  Royal ,  April  23 ,  1862. 


Sir:  As  you  intimated  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  more  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  recovery  of  the  yacht  America  than 
was  contained  in  my  official  report,  1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  day 
after  the  occupation  of  Jacksonville  I  proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Palatka,  and  there  met  a  person  who  informed  me  in  general  terms  as 
to  her  whereabouts  and  that  of  the  steamer  St.  Mary's.  On  my  way 
down  on  board  the  Ellen  a  boat  was  discovered  with  two  persons  in 
it,  to  which  we  gave  chase,  when  as  we  neared  the  shore  the  boat  was 
abandoned.  Upon  searching  the  boat  a  letter  was  discovered  from  a 
Mr.  Hemming,  the  person  who  was  employed  to  sink  the  yacht  and  the 
steamer,  giving  all  the  information  desired.  I  reached  Jacksonville 
the  same  evening,  and  the  next  morning  I  started  in  the  Darlington , 
with  the  Ellennnd  the  launches  of  the  W abash,  for  Dunn’s  Creek,  where  I 
found  the  yacht  sunk  in  about  3  fathoms  water,  only  her  port  rail  being- 
above  water.  Leaving  the  Ellen  to  protect  her  from  any  further  injury, 
I  proceeded  on  in  the  Darlington ,  with  the  two  boats  of  the  Wabash , 
through  Dunn’s  Lake  in  to  Haw  Creek,  a  distance  of  about  140  miles  from 
Palatka,  and  there  found  the  St.  diary's,  a  line  and  valuable  steamer, 
also  sunk. 

As  we  had  no  suitable  purchases  to  raise  the  vessels,  I  returned  to 
Jacksonville  in  the  Darlington  for  them,  leaving  the  Ellen,  with  the 
boats  named,  alongside  of  the  yacht  to  make  preparations  for  raising 
her.  Finally,  after  procuring  such  imperfect  means  as  I  could  find, 
and  after  a  week's  hard  and  laborious  effort  on  the  part  of  all  the  com¬ 
mand,  our  efforts  were  successful  in  raising  the  America,  and  I  have  to 
report  her  safe  arrival  in  this  place,  where  she  was  towed  by  the  Ottawa, 
and  where  she  awaits  your  orders. 

The  America  was  brought  to  Jacksonville  by  a  Lord  Dacy,  and,  1  am 
well  informed,  was  sold  to  the  Confederate  Government  some  four 
months  ago  (at  which  time  she  ran  the  blockade)  for  the  sum  of  $30,000. 
It  is  asserted  and  generally  believed  she  was  bought  by  the  rebels  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  Slidell  and  Mason  to  England. 

Yery  respectfully, 


T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Ottawa. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  continued  presence 
of  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  the  army  force  in  Wright’s  River. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrights  River ,  South  Carolina ,  March-  19,  1862 — 1  p.  in. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  General  Yiele  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
gunboats  now  here  are  necessary  for  the  proper  support  and  protection 
of  his  small  force  of  about  2,000  men,  extending  over  a  space  of  7  miles, 
and  including  the  batteries  on  Jones  and  Bird  islands  (500),  and  the 
remaining  1,500  on  the  island  of  Daufuskie,  with  but  a  single  held 
howitzer  on  the  island. 

Were  there  no  gunboats  here  the  latter  island  would  be  open  to 
attacks  in  flats  and  boats  by  May,  New,  and  Wright’s  rivers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  continuance  of 
Confederate  communication  between  Savannah  and  Fort  Pulaski. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrights  River ,  South  Carolina,  March  20, 1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Robinson,  of  the  Army,  while  passing  from  Bird 
Island  battery  to  Daufuskie  with  two  deserters  from  Fort  Pulaski, 
stopped  alongside  and  gave  me  the  information  contained  in  my  letter 
of  last  night  to  you. 

Not  wishing  to  detain  Lieutenant  Robinson  1  did  not  question  the 
deserters,  but  I  have  since  understood  they  obtained  the  information 
by  reading  a  letter  from  Savannah. 

From  the  deserters  we  learn  that  communication  between  hort 
Pulaski  and  Savannah  is  had  every  two  or  three  days. 

As  we  have  no  pilot  for  either  of  the  three  gunboats  now  here  I 
respectfully  request  that  one  or  more  may  be  sent  to  us. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  8.  Susquehanna ,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Port  Royal,  S.  o. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  view  of  expected  attack  upon  Federal  batteries  in  the  Savannah 
IvVVCV 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir-  This  morning  at  4  o’clock  I  received  a  note  from  Geneial  A  iele, 
informing  me  that  he  anticipated  an  attack  upon  his  batteries  on  the 
Savannah  River  by  an  expedition  from  the  city,  and  requesting  me  to 
send  him  the  Pettit  and,  if  possible,  one  or  two  other  light  draft  gun¬ 
boats. 

41 
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I  also  received  a  letter  with  the  same  information  from  Lieutenant 

Commanding  Collins,  of  the  Unadilla. 

I  at  once  dispatched  the  Pettit ,  which  had  come  for  coal,  with  the 
two  launches  of  this  ship,  under  charge  of  the  first  and  third  lieuten¬ 
ants,  to  join  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  regretted  that  1  had 

no  gunboats  at  my  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  ,T.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Collins ,  77.  S'.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Gillis,  77.  S. 
Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  77.  S.  S.  F.  B.  Hale. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wright's  River,  South  Carolina ,  March  20,  1862. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Captain  William  J.  Foster, 
you  will  take  command  of  the  E.  B.  Hale  till  the  pleasure  of  the  senior 
naval  officer  at  Port  Royal  be  known. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NT.  Collins, 
Lieutena nt,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  James  H.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Captain  Lardner,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins ,  77.  S. 
Navy,  approving  the  temporary  assignment  of  Lieutenant  Gillis. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  temporary  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Gillis  is  approved 
until  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief  is  made  known. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

77.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  Wright's  River. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  the  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  Florida,  regarding  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
Jacksonville. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's,  Florida,  March  21,  1862. 
My  Dear  Judge:  I  have  just  communicated  with  General  Sherman 
on  his  return  from  Jacksonville. 

A  meeting  was  called  there  last  night  by  the  citizens  and  the  strongest 
Union  resolutions  passed,  expressing  the  determination  of  the  people 
ot  Florida  to  be  a  part  of  the  LTnion  and  condemning  the  Confederate 
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States  Government  as  never  having  been  approved  by  the  people  of 
Florida. 

The  steamer  Jackson  hove  in  sight  as  I  received  the  intelligence  from 
General  Sherman,  and  thinking  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to  receive 
the  information,  I  send  these  few  lines. 

Another  regiment  will  be  sent  to  Jacksonville  to-morrow. 

The  gunboats  have  been  up  the  St.  John’s  a  second  time,  finding  the 
steamer  St.  Mary’s  and  yacht  America  at  Haw  Greek,  at  the  head  of 
Dunn’s  Lake.  They  had  both  been  sunk  by  the  rebels,  but  can  be 
raised  with  ease.  It  seems  the  yacht  was  purchased  to  send  to  hng- 
land  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

We  have  no  later  news  from  the  (North  than  what  will  be  given  you 
by  Captain  Woodhull,  who'passed  yesterday.  If  what  we  heard  be 
true,  and  believed  at  Jacksonville,  that  Pensacola  has  been  abandoned, 
it  would  indicate  a  combination  of  all  the  rebel  forces  at  some  fitting 
point  at  which  to  make  a  great  and  final  struggle,  staking  the  whole 
issue  on  the  result. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  victories  in  the  West  have  produced  this 
marvelous  change  in  their  policy  and  arrogance.  A  Charleston  paper 
of  the  13th  instant  tries  to  allay  the  extreme  panic  produced  in  that 
city  by  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  in  a  brief  paragraph,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  in  itself  clearly  shows  the  consternation  prevailing  there  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  unexpected  intelligence.  I  shall  squeeze  them  soon 
from  Edisto,  my  gunboats  having  already  been  up  to  Legare’s  plan¬ 
tation.  .  , 

If  Commodore  McKean  should  be  at  Key  West,  give  my  warmest 

regards  to  him. 

With  great  regards,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Wm.  Marvin, 

Judge  U.  S.  District  Court. 


Deport  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  condition 

of  affairs  in  St.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  18tli  instant  I  took  possession  of  all  the  post-office  prop¬ 
erty  (the  postmaster  having  fled  with  the  rebel  troops)  and  removed  it 
to  this  vessel  for  safe  keeping.  On  the  evening  ot  the  same  day  I 
received  from  Mr.  Arnou  the  lenses  belonging  to  the  light  at  this  place. 
Upon  cross-questioning  the  above-named  gentleman,  I  discovered  that 
he  had  a  large  number  of  articles  in  his  own  house  belonging  to  the 
( ;  overnment.  I  at  once  had  them  all  delivered  to  me  and  they  are  now 
stored,  some  on  board  of  this  vessel  and  the  others  on  shore.  Atter 
receiving  all  the  property,  I  allowed  Mr.  Arnou  to  depart,  releasing 
him  from  arrest.  Yesterday  I  took  possession  ot  a  boat  which  belongs 
to  the  prize  schooner.  I  have  mounted  an  A  111  inch  gun  upon  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Marion,  in  a  position  to  command  the  main  road  to 
the  city.  Several  contrabands  have  delivered  themselves  to  or  been 
arrested  by,  the  guard  at  the  entrance  of  the  city;  they  have  fled  from 
their  masters,  who  are  in  rebellion.  1  have  sent  them  to  the  fort;  no 
application  has  as  yet  been  made  for  them.  Everything  is  quiet  in 
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town,  and  no  signs  of  any  disturbance  from  any  quarter;  the  people 
appear  to  be  attending  to  their  usual  avocations.  I  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  a  supply  of  fresh  beet  and  vegetables  for  the  troops  on 
shore,  as  well  as  the  ship’s  company,  and  at  a  very  reasonable  price— 
beef  10  cents  per  pound  and  vegetables  about  2  cents  per  pound,  lhe 
pilot,  Lopez,  having  come  on  board  as  soon  as  lie  returned  from  nsli- 
ing,  I  did  not  arrest  him,  as  his  excuse  appeared  to  me  a  valid  one;  he 
reports  to  me  daily  on  board.  As  many  of  the  residents  here  aie 
decidedly  Union  in  feeling,  and  also  belong  to  more  Northern  States, 
they  are  very  desirous  of  writing  to  and  hearing  from  their  relatives 
and  friends.  Can  not  a  post  office  be  established  here,  as  at  Port 
Royal!  I  have  volunteered  to  forward  letters  north,  but  how  can  the 
answers  be  received  without  an  office1?  As  our  bills  here  will  amount 
to  a  considerable  sum,  and  our  stock  of  money  is  small,  can  you  not 
order  the  transfer  of  $1,000  to  this  vessel  from  your  ship?  I  would 
prefer  it  to  be  in  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations,  as  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  these  notes  at  the  South  will  be  an  additional  incentive  to 
loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  holder.  Upon  enquiry  on  shore,  I  found  that 
the  only  blacksmith  of  the  place  was  in  the  rebel  ranks.  So  1  took 
possession  of  his  establishment,  which  1  have  since  learned  belongs  to 
the  United  States,  it  having  been  loaned  to  him;  the  tools  are  his  pri¬ 
vate  property,  but  of  course  are  used  by  our  blacksmiths  for  the  public 
work.  Accompanying  are  lists  of  public  property  that  is  stored  in 
town,  also  lots,  houses,  etc.,  and  lists  of  property  that  I  have  recovered. 
The  oil  on  the  list  (about  60  gallons)  I  have  taken  on  board  for  our 
own  use,  as  we  are  short.  To-day  the  Belvidere  arrived,  bringing  two 
companies  of  the  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bell  in  command,  as  he  was  the  ranking  officer  on  shore,  and 
brought  no  communications  for  me.  He,  at  my  request,  kindly  con¬ 
sented  to  await  your  arrival  ere  assuming  command.  As  your  marines 
were  on  shore  under  the  command  of  Major  Doughty,  I  did  not  think 
it  right  to  place  them  under  his  command,  and  therefore  made  the 
request  that  things  might  remain  as  they  are  until  I  received  further 
orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Golds- 
borough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  vigilance  in  the  blockade  of  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's ,  Fla.,  March  21,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  reached  me  off  St.  Augustine. 
1  approve  of  the  disposition  you  have  made  of  the  blockading  ships 
and  steamers,  and  desire  you  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  the 
ingress  or  egress  of  any  more  vessels  into  or  out  of  Charleston  Harbor. 

I  have  heard  that  the  Isabel  made  her  escape  from  that  port  within  a 
few  days;  if  so,  please  iuform  me  of  all  the  circumstances  connected 
therewith,  though  you  have  probably  communicated  the  facts  in  a  dis¬ 
patch  which  has  not  yet  reached  me. 
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I  commend  the  zeal  yon  have  evinced,  and  trust  that  you  will  be  able 
effectually  to  close  up  Charleston,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
rigorously  maintain  the  blockade  there. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  IS.  Florida ,  Coindg.  Naval  Blockading  Forces  off  Charleston. 


Operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  21-22 ,  1862. 

Report  of  I lag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  boat  expedition  from  the  TJ.  S.  steamers 

Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  some  casualties  that  have 
occurred  to  officers  and  men  belonging  to  two  of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet, 
casualties  as  painful  as  they  were  unexpected,  but  the  loss  of  gallant 
lives  has  expiated  the  error  of  judgment  which  enthusiastic  zeal  had 
induced. 

The  Department  was  informed  after  the  capture  of  Fernandina  that 
so  soon  as  1  should  take  possession  of  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine 
I  would  give  my  attention  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  50  miles  south  of  the 
latter,  which,  according  to  my  information,  was  resorted  to  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  arms  transshipped  from  English  ships  and  steamers  at  the 
British  colony  of  Nassau  into  small  vessels  of  light  draft. 

I  accordingly  ordered  the  Penguin ,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding 
T.  A.  Budd,  and  the  Henry  Andrea',  Acting  Master  S  W.  Mather,  to 
proceed  to  this  place,  the  latter  to  cross  the  bar,  establish  an  inside 
blockade,  capture  any  rebel  vessels  there,  and  guard  from  incendiarism 
large  quantities  of  live-oak  timber  on  the  Government  lands,  cut  and 
ready  for  shipment,  to  which  the  Department  had  called  my  attention. 

On  reaching  here  myself  on  the  22d,  I  was  boarded  by  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Penguin  and  informed  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd, 
with  Acting  Master  Mather,  had  organized  an  expedition  from  the  two 
vessels  and  had  moved  southward  through  the  inland  passage  leading 
into  Mosquito  Lagoon,  passing  [New]  Smyrna,  with  four  or  live  light 
boats,  carrying  in  all  some  43  men. 

Soon  after  this  report,  which  I  heard  with  anxiety,  the  results  were 
developed.  It  appears  that  after  going  some  15  or  18  miles  without 
any  incident,  and  while  on  their  return  and  in  sight  of  the  Henry 
Andrew,  the  order  of  the  line  being  no  longer  observed,  the  two  com¬ 
manding  officers  quite  in  advance,  landed  under  certain  earthworks 
which  had  been  abandoned  or  never  armed,  near  a  dense  grove  of  live 
oak,  with  underbrush.  A  heavy  aud  continuous  tire  was  unexpectedly 
opened  upon  them  from  both  these  covers.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  with  3  of  the  5  men  composing  the 
boat’s  crew,  were  killed:  the  remaining  2  were  wounded  and  made 

prisoners.  . 

As  the  other  boats  came  up  they  were  also  tired  into  and  suttered 
more  or  less.  The  rear  boat  of  all  had  a  howitzer,  which,  however, 
could  not  be  properly  secured  or  worked,  the  boat  not  being  fitted  for 
the  purpose,  and  could  therefore  be  of  little  use.  The  men  had  to  seek 
cover  on  shore,  but  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  Acting  Mastei  s  Mate 
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McIntosh  returned  to  the  boats,  brought  away  the  body  of  one  of  the 
crew  who  had  been  killed,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  flags,  threw 
the  howitzer  into  the  river,  passed  close  to  the  rebel  pickets,  who 
hailed,  but  elicited  no  reply,  and  arrived  safely  on  board  the  Ilenry 
Andrew. 

On  hearing  of  this  untoward  event,  I  directed  Commander  Rodgers 
to  send  off  the  launch  and  cutters  of  this  ship  to  the  support  of  the 
Andrew.  The  boats  crossed  the  bar  at  midnight  and  the  next  morning 
the  vessel  was  hauled  close  up  to  the  scene  of  the  late  attack,  but  no 
enemy  could  be  discovered. 

The  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were 
received  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  commanding  officer,  a  Captain 
Bird,  w7ho  had  come  from  a  camp  at  a  distance,  made  some  show  of 
courtesy  by  returning  papers  and  a  watch,  as  if  ashamed  of  this  mode 
of  warfare,  for  these  were  the  very  troops  that,  with  sufficient  force, 
means,  and  material  for  a  respectable  defense,  had  ingloriously  flecl 
from  St.  Augustine  on  our  approach. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  the 
original  of  which  was  found  on  his  person  and  was  one  of  the  papers 
returned  by  the  rebel  officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  brave 
and  devoted  officers.  The  former  commanded  the  Penguin  in  the  actiou 
of  the  7tli  of  November  and  received  my  commendation.  The  latter,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  was  a  man  of  uncommon  energy  and  daring,  and  had 
no  superior, probably,  among  the  patriotic  men  who  have  been  appoint!  d 
in  the  Navy  from  the  mercantile  marine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  U..S.  Navy,  for  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U  S. 

steamers  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  send  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  Mather,  commanding, 
to  report  to  you  for  duty. 

You  will  please,  as  far  as  you  can,  buoy  out  the  channel,  and  make 
reeonnoissances  in  boats  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water,  and,  if  satis¬ 
factory,  direct  the  Henry  Andrew  to  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the 
inlet  [Mosquito]  and  [New]  Smyrna. 

I  f  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina,  or  Kate,  has  not  left  the  inlet,  capture 
her  and  all  the  other  vessels  found  there. 

from  a  copy  ot  a  communication  which  I  have  furnished  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Mather  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  said  to  be  a  large  quantity 
of  live  oak  timber,  ready  cut,  inside  of  Mosquito  Inlet.  If  this  be  so  I 
desire  that  the  same  should  be  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the 
Government  and  so  held  until  I  can  send  some  light-draft  vessels  to 
transport  it  to  the  North. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer . 

,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mather,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  to  proceed  to  Mocquito  Inlet  for  cooperation  with  the  U.  S.  S. 
Penguin. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John’s,  Florida,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Henry  Andrew  under  your 
command  off  Mosquito  Inlet  and  report  for  duty  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Budd,  of  the  Penguin. 

As  far  as  possible  I  desire  that  the  channel  should  be  buoyed  and 
that  reconnoissauces  be  first,  made  in  boats,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  the 
Henry  Andrew  shall  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the  inlet  and  [NewJ 
Smyrna  from  a  suitable  position. 

The  latest  information  from  Smyrna  is  that  a  small  fort  of  three  guns 
has  been  abandoned.  Mosquito  Inlet  has  been  much  resorted  to  for  the 
introduction  of  arms  in  small  vessels,  transshipped  from  English  sail¬ 
ing  vessels  and  steamers  at  Nassau.  I  am  told  that  the  Carolina ,  or 
Kate,  has  recently  been  there;  whether  she  has  left  you  will,  of  course, 
ascertain,  and,  if  not,  capture  her  and  any  other  vessels  there. 

The  accompanying  letter  contains  information  of  importance  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  large  quantities  of  live  oak,  cut  and  prepared  for  shipment, 
but  abandoned  at.  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion.  You 
will  take  possession  of  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  Government,  and 
I  will  endeavor  to  send  at  an  early  day  a  sufficient  number  of  light-draft 
vessels  to  receive  it  and  transport  it  to  the  North. 

Bespectfnlly,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew ,  off  St.  John’s. 


Reuoit  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  bodies  and  effects  of  the  late  com¬ 
manding  officers  o  the  U.  S.  steamers  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew, 

Off  [New]  Smyrna,  March  23,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  found  the  vessel  within  400  yards  ot  the  houses. 
Mr.  Barnes  had  sent  on  shore  a  flag  of  truce  and  had  arranged  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  until  sunset,  in  order  to  disinter  and  deliver  the 
bodies  of  Captain  Budd  and  Captain  Mather.  They  have  just  come  on 
board,  and  I  send  them  by  the  fifth  cutter  to  the  Wabash. 

The  commanding  officer,  Captain  Bird,  met  the  flag  very  courteously 
and  delivered  the  watch  of  Captain  Budd,  his  papers,  and  other  effects. 
He  also  sent  for  a  watch  belonging  to  Captain  Mather.  Mr.  Wright, 
who  went  with  the  flag,  thinks  that  there  are  two  infantry  companies 
here  who  formed  the  attacking  force. 

Besides  the  two  captains,  2  men  were  killed  outright,  2  mortally 
wounded,  and  one  slightly  wounded  in  the  gig.  The  negro  pilot  was 
shot  through  the  foot.  We  can  see  two  of  the.  boats,  or  could  when  the 
tide  was  lower.  Mr.  Barnes  says  that  they  are  broken  [so]  as  to  be 
useless. 

The  other  two  boats  can  not  be  seen.  The  earthwork  is  within  7UO 
yards  of  us;  it  seems  unfinished.  Between  us  and  it  is  a  shoal  which 
we  may,  perhaps,  cross  at  high  tide  after  sounding  it  out.  The  pilot 
doubts  if  there  is  room  enough  for  us  to  swing. 
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Mr.  Wright  saw  two  captains  of  infantry  and  one  cavalry  officer,  from 
which  he  infers  that  there  were  at  least  three  companies. 

I  hesitate  under  your  instructions  as  to  remaining  here  another  day 
to  look  for  the  gun.  It  may  possibly  have  been  taken  away,  and  there 
might  be  some  little  difficulty  in  finding  it,  if  it  has  been  left. 

Should  you  wish  to  recall  our  boats,  will  you  hoist  the  cornet  at  the 
fore  and  fire  a  gun.  I  can  take  no  hostile  step  until  sunset,  under  Mr. 
Barnes’  agreement. 

I  remain,  very  faithfully  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers. 

Flag  Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Mr.  Barnes’  arrangements  seem  to  have  been  admirable. 


List  of  casualties. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir:  The  following  casualties  occurred  in  the  attack  upon  the  boat 
expedition  under  Acting  Lieutenant  Build: 


Name. 

Vessel. 

Casualty. 

Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd . 

Penguin . . 
. do _ 

James" Marlow,  ordinary  seaman . 

Do. 

Walter  Burcli,  ordinary  seaman . , . 

. do _ 

Do. 

John  Dennis,  master’s  mate . 

William  Twaites,  ordinary  seaman . 

shoulder. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  commanding . . . . 

Lewis  Deloris,  ordinary  seaman . 

Henry  An¬ 
drew. 

hand. 

Killed. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Wounded  in 
hand. 

Wounded  in 
forehead. 

Wounded  and 
a  prisoner. 

Do. 

Wounded  in 
thigh. 

John  Bates,  seaman . 

Samuel  Arnold,  seaman . 

William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman . 

A.  W.  Kelsey,  acting  assistant  paymaster . 

Walter  Bradley,  acting  third  assistant  engineer  . 

Thomas  Welch,  ordinary  seaman . 

Henry  C.  Rich,  ordinary  seaman . 

James  T.  Allen,  ordinary  seaman . 

I  herewith  enclose  Dr.  Clymer’s  report  of  the  wounds  received  by 
Lieutenant  Build  and  Acting  Master  Mather. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

h  lag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

March  21 ,  18(>2,  At  5  p.  in.  the  captain,  Acting  Master  Wright,  and 
Master’s  Mate  Dennis  left  on  an  expedition  up  the  inlet  with  21  men  in 
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the  first  cutter  and  whaleboat.  At  7  p.  m.  Master’s  Mate  Dennis  came 
alongside  with  a  verbal  order  from  Captain  Budd  for  a  rifled  howitzer 
and  appurtenances  and  thirty  rounds  of  ammunition,  all  of  which  were 
delivered. 

March  22. — At  5:03  p.  m.  U.  S.  frigate  Wabash  arrived.  At  0:05 
Henri/  Andrew  signaled,  we  repeating  to  the  Wabash.  At  8:30  p.m. 
boat  from  the  flagship  came  alongside.  At  8:45  same  boat  left  for  the 
Andrew.  At  0:15  returned,  having  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Andrew, 
bringing  intelligence  that  our  captain  had  been  shot  by  the  rebels,  also 
some  of  the  crew,  and  needed  medical  assistance.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Higginbotham,  with  Acting  Master  Blatchford  and  8  men,  repaired 
immediately  on  board.  At  11  p.  m.  four  boats  from  the  flagship  came 
alongside. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Williamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  correspondence  regarding 

the  return  of  killed  and  prisoners. 


U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  communications  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  all 
bearing  upon  the  same  subject.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
in  my  communication,  I  directed  Acting  Master  Commanding  Harris  to 
send  a  flag  of  truce,  which  lie  did  on  the  36th  instant.  Acting  Master 
W.  G.  Wright,  who  went  with  the  flag  of  truce,  informed  me  that  he 
saw  a  different  body  of  men  from  those  who  were  at  New  Smyrna  when 
the  first  flag  of  truce  went  there.  You  will  perceive  by  the  postscript 
of  Captain  Bird’s  reply  that  they  have  three  prisoners  instead  of  two. 
John  Bates  (seaman)  and  William  Brown  (ordinary  seaman)  were  the 
men  whose  bodies  were  disinterred,  therefore  the  other  prisoner  must 
be  Samuel  Arnold  (seaman)  of  the  Henry  Andrew.  Captain  Bird  stated 
that  the  prisoners  were  not  so  badly  wounded  as  at  first  supposed  and 
that  he  thought  they  would  all  recover. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Harris  desired  that  I  would  say  to  you 
that  a  12-pounder  rifle  howitzer  would  be  very  useful  to  him  in  case  of 
attack,  to  be  used  on  the  afterpart  of  his  vessel.  He  also  wished  me  to 
say  that  his  vessel  is  not  coppered  and  the  pilot  informs  him  the  worms 
are  very  destructive  in  those  waters.  * 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Williamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commandiny. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandiny  Mouth  Atlantic  Blockadiny  Squadron. 


[Enclosure  A.] 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  Please  send  by  the  boat  all  the  information  you  have  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  flag-officer  relative  to  your  observations;  also  send  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  Wabash  as  per  letter  sent. 

The  flag-officer  wishes  to  recover  the  two  prisoners,  and  if  any 
opportunity  offers  you  can  say  that  the  flag-officer  pledges  himself 
that  two  prisoners  will  be  set  at  liberty  in  exchange  for  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•1.  C.  Williamson, 

lieutenant ,  Commandiny. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Thomas  A.  Harris. 
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[Enclosure  B.] 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew, 

Mosquito  Inlet ,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request,  if  deemed  compatible  with  your  sense  of  duty, 
permission  to  disinter  and  transfer  to  this  vessel  the  bodies  oi  the  two 
men  buried  at  New  Smyrna  on  March  23. 

I  am  also  empowered  to  say  that  should  the  two  prisoners  who  fell 
into  your  hands  on  the  22d  be  returned  by  this  conveyance,  Flag-Officer 
S.  F.  Du  Pont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  pledges  himself 
that  two  prisoners  will  be  released  in  exchange  for  them. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harris, 
Commanding  II.  Andrew. 

Captain  Bird, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  near  New  Smyrna,  Fla. 

[Enclosure  C.] 

Camp  Near  [New]  Smyrna,  Fla.,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date.  Your  first  request  has  been  already  complied  with. 
In  reply  to  your  second,  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  prisoners  which  tell 
into  my  hands  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  have  been  removed  to  the 
interior  and  placed  in  the  general  hospital,  and  in  consequence  refer 
you  to  Brigadier-General  Trapier,  commanding  forces  East  and  Mi  die 
Florida,  at  his  quarters,  Baldwin,  Fla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Bird, 
Commanding  Post. 

T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  H.  Andrew. 

P.  S. — You  seem  to  labor  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  number  of  pris¬ 
oners;  there  were  3  instead  of  2. 

D.  B.  B. 


[Enclosure  D.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew, 
Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  copy  of  my  communication  of  26th 
instant  to  Captain  Bird,  commanding  Confederate  forces,  and  his  reply 
this  moment  received. 

Upon  sending  in,  permission  was  granted  to  disinter  the  bodies  of  the 
two  men  and  transfer  them  to  this  vessel,  and  the  commanding  officer, 
being  some  18  miles  distant,  will  return  reply  with  regard  to  prisoners 
this  day  at  12  o’clock  m. 

I  have  disposed  of  the  remains  of  the  men  as  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harris, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Henry  Andrew. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson, 

U.  S.  8.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida, 
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Report  of  Colonel  Dilworth,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  forces  of  the  Department  of  East  and 

Middle  Florida. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 
Department  East  and  Middle  Florida, 

Tallahassee ,  Fla.,  April  4,  1862. 

Major:  I  have  to  report  a  most  successful  skirmish,  which  took 
place  at  [New]  Smyrna  on  [the]  23d  ultimo,  Captain  D.  B.  Bird,  Third 
Regiment,  Florida  Volunteers,  C.  S.  [Army],  commanding  post,  the 
skirmishers  commanded  by  Captain  Strain,  Third  Regiment,  aud  Lien- 
tent  Chambers,  of  Captain  Owens’  independent  troop  of  cavalry. 

The  enemy  landed,  or  attempted  to  land,  from  gunboats  Penguin  and 
Henry  Andrew  in  launches,  when  our  men  tired  into  them.  The  enemy 
retreated  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  abandoned  their  launches, 
five  in  number. 

Captain  Bird  reports  7  killed,  3  prisoners,  and  about  30  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  Mather,  of  the  Henry  Andrew ,  aud 
Lieutenant  Budd,  of  the  Penguin.  A  runaway  negro  also  was  cap¬ 
tured,  who  had  piloted  the  enemy  into  the  inlet  to  [New]  Smyrna,  and 
who  was  to  be  hanged. 

This  skirmish  I  regard  as  .quite  a  success;  not  a  man  on  our' side 
killed  or  wounded. 

[New]  Smyrna  is  the  place  where  arms,  etc.,  for  [the]  Confederate 
States  have  been  lauded,  and  the  enemy  were  seeking  tocapture  them. 
The  enemy  are  preparing  to  advance  from  Jacksonville  to  Baldwin  to 
cut  them  off  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  S.  Dilworth, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Major  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Pocotaligo,  8.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Harris,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  If.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  March  23,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry 
Andrew  in  place  of  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  supposed  to  have 
been  either  killed  or  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  in  their  attack  upon 
the  boats  on  yesterday. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Actiug  Master  T.  A.  Harris, 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Penguin. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida ,  March  23,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereoy  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pen- 
gain,  now  lying  off  Mosquito  lulet,  Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd,  her 
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late  commander,  having,  it  is  supposed,  been  either  hilled  or  taken 
prisoner  by  the  rebels  in  an  attack  yesterday  upon  a  boat  expedition 
under  his  charge. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  _ 

S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  James  C.  Williamson, 

On  Board  the  U.  S.  IS.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner ,  U.  IS.  Navy ,  transmitting  correspondence 
regarding  affairs  in  Savannah  River  and  vicinity. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal ,  March  23 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Alabama  has  just  arrived  from  Baltimore.  I  hasten  her  on 
to  you,  oidy  waiting  for  your  mail,  which  came  in  at  the  same  time  in 
another  steamer. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  General  Sherman,  also  one  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Collins,  and  another  from  the  senior  lieutenant  ot  this 
ship,  who  is  in  Wright’s  River  with  the  launches  at  the  urgent  request 
of  General  Viele.  In  my  reply  to  General  Sherman  1  have  regretted 
that  there  are  no  other  vessels  at  my  disppsal  tit  to  be  sent  to  Wright’s 
River. 

The  Pawnee  is  here  for  supplies.  The  Augusta  and  Keystone  State 
are  ready  to  sail  for  Charleston. 

There  is  uo  coal  for  the  Navy  at  Port  Royal. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  Pawnee  will  sail  for  Fernandina  to-morrow. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps,  March  23 ,  1862. 

Captain:  I  have  just  arrived  from  the  south  and  have  learned  the 
reported  condition  of  things  in  the  Savannah  River.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  gunboats  you  have  there  at  present,  but  I  would  respectfully 
and  earnestly  suggest  that  any  light-draft  gunboats  or  armed  tugs 
which  can  get  through  the  creek  which  you  may  have  on  hand  be  sent 
there  at  once.  It  is  all-important  that  General  Yiele’s  rear  be  guarded 
by  gunboats,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  the  attack  expected  by 
General  Viele  be  made  in  the  Savannah  River,  it  will  be  accompanied 
with  a  serious  one  by  the  way  of  New  River.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
enemy  be  not  allowed  to  make  an  attack  in  that  direction,  and  it  can 
only  be  prevented  by  gunboats.  An  attack  on  Savannah  River  can 
hardly  be  prevented  if  the  enemy  chooses  to  make  it,  and  we  will  meet 
it  with  all  the  means  in  our  possession;  but  this  in  the  rear  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  prevent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General ,  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 

Captain  Lardner, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Port  Royal , 
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U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wright's  Hirer,  South  Carolina,  March  19,  1862 — 8  p.  m. 

Sie  :  By  two  deserters  just  reached  here,  we  learn  that  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  ot  the  rebels  at  Savannah  to  come  down  this  night  or  to-morrow 
to  attack  the  batteries  and  forces  with  the  gunboats  and  one  ironclad 
gunboat  and  barges. 

The  gunboats  Hale  and  Western  World  are  aground  excepting  at 
high  tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1ST.  Collins, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wright's  River,  near  Wall's  Cut,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  in  the  steamer  Pettit ,  with  the  two 
launches,  and  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  who  thinks 
that  I  had  better  remain  for  several  days,  as  the  rebels  will  no  doubt 
make  an  attack  upon  the  batteries  on  Jones  Island  and  the  gunboats. 

This  morning  1  had  a  conversation  with  the  two  deserters  from 
Pulaski,  and  they  say  that  an  ironclad  boat  was  being  built  at  Savan 
nab  for  the  purpose  of  running  by  the  batteries  and  then  engage  our 
vessels.  Some  eight  flat-bottom  scows,  capable  of  containing  400  men 
each,  are  to  be  towed  down  by  the  rebel  steamers,  to  be  landed  where 
our  troops  are,  in  case  the  ironclad  boat  should  be  successful.  This  I 
have  from  General  Yiele.  He  is  of  opinion,  and  Captain  Collins  also, 
that  we  have  not  a  sufficient  naval  force  to  cope  with  an  ironclad  boat, 
and  from  what  1  learn  I  would  recommend  your  sending  here  an  addi¬ 
tional  force.  The  Isaac  Smith,  at  Tybee,  would  be  a  serviceable  vessel. 
The  force  at  the  latter  place  should  be  informed  of  this  ironclad  boat, 
if  only  to  put  them  on  their  guard. 

General  Viele  considers  my  presence  here  wflth  the  two  launches  as 
necessary  under  the  circumstances.  I  believe  he  has  written  to  you 
upon  the  subject.  Captain  Collins  also  wishes  me  to  remain,  at  least 
for  several  days,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

Lieutenant  Bussell,  aid  to  General  Viele,  tells  me  that  this  morning 
early  he  saw  from  the  top  of  a  house  on  Haufuskie  Island  an  ironclad 
boat  of  the  rebels  near  Fort  Jackson.  She  was  pointed  at  both  ends, 
shaped  like  a  house  on  top,  with  a  turret  at  each  end,  besides  three 
other  small  gunboats. 

Lieutenant  Gillis  was  put  in  command  of  the  Hale  temporarily,  her 
captain  being  sick.  Mr.  Gillis  has  one  of  the  launches  with  him.  The 
Hale  and  Western  World  are  anchored  in  Mud  Biver,  near  Jones  Island 
battery,  and  are  only  two  hours  afloat  out  of  the  twenty-four.  This 
morning  our  first  launch,  in  tow  of  the  Pettit,  with  Lieutenant  Greene, 
went  up  New  Biver  about  3  miles  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of 
rebel  cavalry,  dismounted  (pickets),  without  doing  any  harm.  The  fire 
was  promptly  returned  by  our  men,  when  the  enemy  cleared  out. 

To  morrow  I  am  to  go  up  May  Biver  to  see  what  is  going  on  in  that 
direction. 

Captain  Collins  tendered  me  the  command  of  the  Hale,  which  I 
declined. 
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The  smoke  of  the  steamers  (rebel)  can  be  distinctly  seen  near  Fort 
Jackson.  They  evidently  [intend]  making  the  attempt  very  soon.  The 
capture  of  one  of  our  vessels,  however  small,  would  be  magnified 
into  a  great  naval  victory  by  the  rebels.  I  therefore  think  that  our 
naval  force  should  be  so  strong  as  to  prevent  this.  General  Stevens, 
with  General  Viele,  was  on  board  yesterday  afternoon.  I  shall  keep 
you  informed  of  all  that  is  going  on. 

Sincerely,  yours,  „  _ 

0.  H.  Wells, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Gardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


I  arrived  here  about  noon  yesterday  and  had  to  coal  the  Pettit 
through  the  General  McClellan ,  which  was  lying  at  the  end  ot  Sea- 
brook’s  Wharf.  Captain  Gray,  of  that  vessel,  kindly  allowed  me  to  do 
this,  which  greatly  facilitated  the  work.  The  additional  force,  if  you 
have  any,  should  be  sent  up  at  once.  General  Viele  deems  it  an  urgent 
case. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  8.  Navy ,  referring  to  reconnoissances  in 

New  and  Wright's  rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrights  River ,  South  Carolina,  March  23,  1862 — 5  a.  rn. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  requisitions  from  Acting 
Master  Gregory,  commanding  the  steamer  Western  World, 

There  has  been  no  unusual  indication  of  an  attack  since  my  last 
letter. 

The  0.  M.  Pettit,  with  one  of  the  launches  of  the  Susquehanna,  wade 
a  reconuoissance  up  New  River  day  before  yesterday,  and  with  both 
launches  up  Wright’s  River  yesterday,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Wells. 

On  the  21st  the  launch  was  fired  into  by  mounted  rebel  pickets,  who 
were  driven  off  by  a  single  discharge  from  the  howitzer.  No  one  on 
our  side  was  hurt.  Yesterday  none  of  the  enemy  was  discovered. 

If  General  Viele’s  information  in  regard  to  the  preparations  of  the 
rebels  is  correct,  I  would  think  an  additional  naval  force  necessary  for 
the  security  of  Daufuskie  Island. 

The  Pettit  has  the  only  pilot  for  the  waters  in  this  vicinity. 

1  regret  to  inform  you  that  George  W.  Collins  (ordinary  seaman),  of 
the  Susquehanna ,  was  killed  last  night  at  the  junction  of  Pull-and-be- 
damned  Creek  and  Cooper  River  by  our  own  picket. 

The  culpable  carelessness  of  the  act  will  be  explained  to  you  by 
Lieutenant  Fendall  and  by  Mr.  Miller,  who  were  in  the  launch. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Oswald  Warner,  I  send  to  Port  Royal  for  medical  survey  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  W.  J.  Foster,  of  the  E.  B.  Hale ,  also  Henry  Collins,  of  the  Western 
World,  who  was  wounded  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenan t,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  L.  Gardner, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ;,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson , 
L.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Mosquito 
Inlet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida ,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  As  I  am  about  to  leave  for  other  stations  on  the  coast,  you  are 
hereby  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  out¬ 
side  and  inside  the  bar. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson, 

U.  8.  8.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du,  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Harris, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  maintenance  of  the  inside  blockade  of  Mos¬ 
quito  Inlet ,  Florida. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  consider  yourself  as  under  the  general  directions  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson,  of  the  Penguin,  whenever  it 
be  necessary  to  refer  to  him,  and  the  weather  and  other  circumstances 
permit  your  doing  so. 

Your  special  duty  is  to  maintain  an  inside  blockade  of  the  inlet,  to 
pi  event  introduction  of  arms  and  intercourse  with  the  rebels. 

The  large  and  valuable  quantity  of  live  oak,  cut  and  piled  in  certain 
localities,  indicated  in  a  paper  which  had  been  furnished  to  the  late 
Acting  Master  Mather,  you  will  also  protect  from  injury  as  far  as  in 
your  power. 

You  are  aware  that  three  boats,  not  including  the  gig,  were  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  late  expedition,  with  the  rifled  howitzer  belonging  to  the 
Penguin.  If  these  can  be  recovered,  or  any  portion  of  them,  without 
incommensurate  risk,  it  should  be  done,  but  any  boats  sent  for  this 
purpose  must  have  the  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  Andrew. 

You  will  also,  if  possible,  recover  the  bodies  of  the  two  men  who  were 
buried  at  [New]  Smyrna,  and  inter  them  by  the  side  of  those  who  were 
buried  from  your  ship. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Master  T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew,  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


Deport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  valuable  timber  in  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Henry  Andreic,  now  under  command  of  Acting  Master 
T.  A.  Harris,  has  just  returned  from  a  reeonnoissance  some  4  miles  up 
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Halifax  Iiiver,  the  inland  passage  northward  from  Mosquito  Inlet,  and 
found  about  40,000  feet  of  live  oak  and  2,000  teet  of  red  cedar.  Hie 
timber  was  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  ready  for  shipment,  and  had  been 
apparently  well  cared  for,  being  covered  with  palmetto  leaves  anti  mud 

to  protect  it  from  the  sun.  q  • 

It  is  in  all  probability  the  timber  referred  to  by  Mr  Elijah  Swift  m 
his  communication  to  the  Department  of  September  5  and  forwarded 
to  me  in  the  dispatch  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  oth 

of  October  last.  .  .  .  ,  ,  .  .. 

I  have  given  directions  that  a  strict  guard  be  kept  to  prevent  its 
destruction  by  incendiarism  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  Department  as 

to  the  proper  disposition  of  it.  ,  ^  „  , ,  „  ,  „  ,  . 

I  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Swift  could  be  informed  ot  the  safety  of  lus 

property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Order  of  Captain  Lardner,  17.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S._ 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Avgusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 

Charleston ,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Augusta,  under  your  command,  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  please  proceed  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  the  senior 
officer  of  the  blockading  squadron  off  that  place. 

The  flag  officer  considers  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
blockade  embracing  Stono,  Bull’s  Bay,  and  Georgetown,  should  be 
rigorously  maintained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Cillis,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  to  report  for  duty  at  Hampton 
Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  order  please  prepare  with  all  possible  dispatch 
for  sea  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M. 
Goldsborough  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Commanding  Blockading  Force,  Wassaw. 
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Order  of  FI  ay -Officer  Du  Pont ,  IT.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Steed  man ,  TJ.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
for  the  transportation  of  marine  battalion. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  35,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  to  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  and  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  ot'  the  Navy  and  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

You  will  transport  to  the  above  mentioned  destination  the  marine 
battalion  under  Major  Reynolds,  who  has  his  orders  to  report 
accordingly. 

You  will  please  receive  from  this  ship  the  remains  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  T.  A.  Budd,  and  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  recently 
killed  by  guerrillas  within  the  Mosquito  Inlet. 

I  desire,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  the  immediate 
return  of  the  Bienville  to  this  station,  and  bringing  all  the  coal  you  can 
possibly  stow  away. 

Wishing  you  a  quick  passage  and  speedy  return, 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  fete., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  C.  Steed.han, 

U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  off  St.  Augustine.  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  for 
the  return  to  Washington,  I).  C.,  of  the  marine  battalion  under  Major 
Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  A  ugustine,  Fla.,  March  35, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  for  some  time  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  ot  keeping 
any  longer  attached  to  my  command  the  marine  battalion  under  Major 
Reynolds,  as  my  operations  with  the  squadron  are  ot  such  a  character 
as  not  to  render  available  this  tine  body  of  officers  and  men. 

On  the  expedition  to  Fernandina  I  took  the  battalion  with  me,  but 
their  services  were  not  required.  After  my  capture  ot  St.  Augustine, 
having  landed  a  company  of  the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Regiment 
in  charge  of  Fort  Marion,  it  occurred  to  me  the  battalion  could  be  fitly 
aud  advantageously  placed  in  the  barracks  of  that  city  for  its  protec¬ 
tion  and  for  the  moral  effect  its  fine  discipline  and  bearing  would  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  people  of  this  region  of  Florida. 

I  accordingly  gave  orders  to  Major  Reynolds  to  that  effect,  but  on 
informing  Brigadier-General  Sherman  of  what  I  had  done,  he  deemed 
it  proper  to  order  two  additional  companies  of  the  Seventh  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Regiment  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bell  to  hold  St.  Augustine, 
which,  with  the  marines,  would  render  the  force  more  than  necessary. 

Under  these  circumstances  L  have  determined  to  order  Major  Rey¬ 
nolds  to  report  to  you  at  Washington,  ready  in  all  respects  for  more 
important  service  than  can  be  offered  at  this  moment  on  this  coast. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  earnest  zeal 
which  has  ever  actuated  Major  Reynolds  in  all  the  duties  pertaining  to 
his  command,  resulting  in  its  fine  discipline  and  in  an  eager  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  every  officer  and  man  for  more  active  service  in  the  field. 
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The  battalion  goes  north  in  the  Bienville ,  which  vessel  1  should  be, 
at  all  events,  compelled  to  send  north  for  coal,  as  I  have  not  a  ton  to 
give  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Colonel  Commandant 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  regarding  the  return  to  headquarters  of  the  marine 

battalion. 

Flagship  W7 abash, 

Off  St.  A  ugustine ,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 

Colonel:  As  the  most  expeditious  and  satisfactory  manner  of 
explaining  the  return  of  the  marine  battalion,  under  Major  Reynolds, 
I  enclose  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

I  believe  but  few  officers  would  divest  themselves  of  such  a  body  of 
men  as  I  am  now  doing,  but  after  trying  in  vain  to  find  them  a  sphere 
worthy  of  their  efficiency,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  the  public  service  and 
to  the  battalion  to  adopt  the  course  I  have. 

I  received  only  a  few  days  since,  while  down  on  the  coast,  your  let¬ 
ter  enclosing  Major  Reynolds’  report  to  you. 

Colonel,  from  the  time  of  the  unfortunate  accident  of  the  Governor 
up  to  the  present  hour,  the  battalion  has  been  called  upon  to  endure 
many  privations,  and,  without  troubling  you  with  any  details,  they 
seemed  to  be  such  as  were  beyond  my  control  for  the  moment.  The 
principal  error  was  coming  out  without  accounts  and  without  a  special 
paymaster;  from  this  resulted  all  the  difficulties. 

But  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  body  of  men  more  subordinate, 
devoted,  loyal,  and  accommodating  to  circumstances,  however  trying, 
could  not  be  found  in  any  service. 

Major  Reynolds  has  maintained  throughout  his  reputation  as  a  sol¬ 
dier  and  an  officer. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandant ,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Headquarters , 

Washington ,  J>.  O. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy,  to  Major 
Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  transmitting  orders  for  Iris  return  to 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Major:  I  enclose  an  order  lor  you  to  return  to  Washington  with  the 
battalion. 

No  one  is  aware  better  than  myself  that  the  battalion  has  had,  from 
circumstances  beyond  your  control  and  mine,  many  privations  to 
endure,  commencing  with  the  loss  of  the  transport  Governor  and  con- 
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tinued  in  various  ways  since,  but  these  have  all  been  borne  in  the  best 
possible  spirit,  which  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  me. 

I  part  with  the  battalion  with  regret,  mingled  with  the  satisfaction 
that  more  important  service  awaits  it  than  could  be,  from  the  nature 
of  things,  offered  on  this  coast. 

Major,  you  carry  with  you  my  great  regard  and  high  admiration  for 
you  as  a  soldier  and  an  officer,  and  1  trust  your  long  and  faithful  serv¬ 
ices  are  soon  to  be  rewarded  by  promotion. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major  .1.  G.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


[Enclosure.] 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 


Major:  You  will,  with  the  battalion  of  marines  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  take  passage  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  Commander  Steedmau, 
who  is  ordered  to  transport  you  to  Washington.  On  your  arrival  yon 
will  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  to  the  Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  Corps. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Major  J.  G.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Doughty,  U.  S. 

Marine  Corps,  transmitting  commendatory  letter  signed  by  the  mayor  et 

al.  of  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

At  Sea,  March  26,  1862. 

Major:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  St.  Augustine,  received  by 
me  yesterday,  which  has  been  as  gratifying  to  me  as  it  will  doubtless 
be  to  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  ’  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty, 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Flagship  Wabash. 

[Enclosure.] 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  the  mayor  and  city  council  and  citizens  of 
St.  Augustine,  beg  leave  to  express  their  heartfelt  gratification  and 
satisfaction  of  the  polite  and  urbane  course  of  Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty 
and  officers  of  the  United  States  marines  since  their  arrival  in  and  occu¬ 
pancy  of  this  city,  and  of  the  good  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  troops 
under  their  command,  and  also  their  unfeigned  regret  at  their  depar¬ 
ture;  and  respectfully  ask  that  our  high  appreciation  of  their  gentle¬ 
manly  demeanor  be  conveyed  to  Major  Doughty  and  his  command. 
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They  would  also  express  their  desire,  and  that  of  the  citizens  in 
general,  that  the  battalion  of  marines  under  Major  .Reynolds,  which 
they  understand  is  now  off  our  harbor  (if  the  same  be  compatible  with 
the  plans  of  the  U.  S.  Government),  be  stationed  within  our  city. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

G.  A.  Pacetti, 

Mayor. 

Cristobal  Bravo, 

Matiiias  Leonardi, 

John  S.  Masters, 

Emanuel  J.  De  Medic  is, 

A  Idermen. 

Matthew  Solano. 

B.  E.  Carr. 

Geo.  Burt. 

David  R.  Dunham. 

G.  M.  Bravo. 

Nicholas  Rogiro. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  mayor  ct  al.  of  St. 
Augustine ,  acknowledging  commendatory  letter  regarding  the  conduct 
of  Major  Doughty ,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  his  command. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  It.  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  courteous  and  agreeable  note  of  to-day  in  which  you  speak  m  most 
kindly  and  complimentary  terms  of  Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  marines  on  shore. 

1  will  transmit  to  him  the  expressions  of  your  regard  and  apprecia¬ 
tion. 


In  reference  to  your  application  that  the  marine  guard  under  Major 
Reynolds  should  be  stationed  within  your  city,  equally  complimentary, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  disposition  of  forces  on  land  belongs  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  commander  of  this  department,  Brigadier-General  Sherman. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith ,  will 
represent  my  authority  in  the  waters  in  and  around  St.  Augustine,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  within  his  province  he  will  aid  in  every  way  in 
his  power  not  only  to  promote  the  security  of  the  city,  but  to  contrib¬ 
ute,  in  conjunction  with  you,  gentlemen,  to  its  welfare  in  every  manner. 

I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  regard  and 
sympathy,  and  to  accept  this  acknowledgment  and  appreciation  of  the 
position  which  you  have  assumed  in  the  embarrassing  circumstances 
surrounding  you,  and  I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  consideration, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  ( tfficer. 

To  G.  A.  Pacetti,  mayor;  Cristobal  Bravo,  Mathias  Leonardi,  John 
S.  Masters,  Emanuel  J.  De  Medicis,  aldermen;  Matthew  Solano,  B.  E. 
Carr,  George  Burt,  David  R.  Dunham,  C.  M.  Bravo,  Nicholas  Rogiro. 
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Abstract  of  reconnoissance  in  vicinity  of  Wilmington  Narrows  and 
Turner's  Creek,  by  Commander  Gillis ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  March  26 , 1862. 


No  obstruction  in  Wilmington  Narrows  above  the  -piles  and  barrier 
at  its  junction  with  Turner’s  Greet. 

At  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  St,  Augustine  Greek,  on  starboard 
hand  going  tip  Wilmington  Narrows,  found  a  lofty  palmetto  which  had 
evidently  been  used  for  a  lookout  tree  by  the  rebels,  as  ropes  were 
attached  to  it  in  order  to  facilitate  ascending,  distant  from  the  Bird 
Island  battery  about  a  mile. 

Turner’s  Creek  blockaded  completely  on  the  left  branch,  the  right 
branch  as  yet  unobstructed. 

The  steamer  Leesburgh  is  used  for  purpose  of  removing  household 
goods  from  Wilmington  and  Wither’s  islands  to  Savannah,  also  for 
purpose  of  conveying  rebel  scouting  parties  to  Wilmington  Island. 
These  parties  have  compelled  all  the  residents  to  leave  the  island,  and 
in  many  cases  have  resorted  to  force  in  removing  them,  and  after¬ 
wards  wantonly  destroying  property  to  a  great  amount  and  carrying 
away  the  negroes.  One  resident  on  Wither’s  Island,  who  was  forcibly 
removed  some  five  days  ago,  requested  them  to  leave  the  negroes,  as 
he  would  be  unable  to  provide  lor  them  in  Savannah,  so  it  was  better 
for  them  to  fall  into  Northern  hands.  One  Danninfelter,  a  German  by 
birth,  residing  on  the  island,  having  been  ordered  to  leave  under  pen¬ 
alty  of  being-  shot  if  found  there  after  the  termination  of  that  period, 
requested  permission  to  accompany  us,  wishing  to  stay  with  the  Union 
forces  until  Wilmington  Island  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  our 


troops. 

He  reports  two  ironclad  gunboats  building  at  Savannah,  one  ol  which 
is  nearly  ready  for  launching:  also  five  or  six  gunboats,  whether  iron¬ 
clad  or  not  lie  was  uninformed,  are  in  course  of  construction  about  the 
city  at  different  points.  The  Fingal  is  pierced  for  eight  guns,  but  has 
been  used  for  a  transport;  no  guns  on  board  at  last  account.  Fire 
rafts  innumerable  chained  together  were  all  ready  to  be  sent  down  at  a 
moment’s  notice.  Fort  Jackson  well  protected  by  batteries,  and  the 
battery  at  Causton’s  Bluff  is  a  very  large  one  and  the  one  in  which 
they  place  the  most  dependence. 

The  poorer  class  have  been  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to 
take  up  arms,  as  the  authorities  refuse  passes  to  those  who  were  desir¬ 
ous  of  leaving  the  city  for  the  North.  Drafting  has  not  been  generally 
resorted  to,  as  there  were  no  arms  for  the  recruits,  but  upon  receiving 
any  small  number  of  arms  the  authorities  immediately  resorted  to 

drafting.  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  , 

Large  numbers  of  South  Carolina  troops  have  been  sent  to  help 
reinforce  the  army  around  Savannah,  but  most  of  them  were  mere 
lads,  poorly  armed  and  poorly  clothed. 

John  Sweeney,  the  prisoner  taken  on  Monday,  24-th  instant,  is  repre¬ 
sented  to  be  a  secessionist  at  heart.  He  was  at  the  time  of  the  bom¬ 
bardment  of  Port  Royal  engaged  in  discharging  an  English  bark.  She 
had  loaded  at  Beaufort  with  sea-island  cotton  and  timber  for  purpose 

of  running  the  blockade,  but  grounded  inside  of  the  harbor,  and  said 

Swinney  (or  Sweeney)  purchased  her.  He  succeeded  in  taking  away 
one  large  lighter  load,  which  he  disposed  of  in  Savannah,  and  still  has 
some  cotton  buried  in  the  sand  in  Port  Royal  Harbor.  On  perceiving 
our  fleet  victorious  they  set  fire  to  the  bark,  and  she  was  totally  con¬ 
sumed,  since  which  time  he  has  been  employed  in  fishing  and  oystei- 
ing  for  the  Savannah  market. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  John  1  .  Gillis, 

Commander. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  employed 
for  learning  the  location  of  sunken  cannon. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

St.  John'1  s  River ,  Florida,  March  .36,  1862. 

I  this  day  took  Niels  Johnson  prisoner,  who  I  knew  was  present  at 
the  sinking  of  some  cannon  and  who  refused  to  show  me  the  spot. 

I  compelled  him  to  comply  with  my  request,  under  a  threat  of  shoot¬ 
ing  him  if  he  did  not. 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Lieut euan  t,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Thos.  H.  Stevens,  17.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Jacksonville. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnaissance  by  the 
U.  S.  steamers  0.  M.  Pettit  and  Mercury,  and  launches  up  New  River, 
South  Carolina ,  March  26,  1862. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Carolina .,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  made  a  recon noissance  up 
New  River  day  before  yesterday  with  the  Pettit,  the  Mercury,  two 
launches  from  the  Susquehanna  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wells,  and  250 
men  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ely. 

We  fired  a  few  rounds  from  a  howitzer  of  one  of  the  launches  into 
the  bushes  near  Box’s  house,  where  the  mounted  rebel  pickets  have 
been  stationed,  and  from  whence  they  had  flrecl  upon  the  launch  a  few 
days  since. 

We  then  proceeded  to  Fort  Drayton,  at  Red  Bluff,  on  Mr.  White¬ 
head’s  plantation,  where  we  found  indications  of  mounted  pickets  having 
left  just  before  we  arrived. 

After  recalling  the  launches,  we  proceeded  5  miles  farther  up  (15 
miles  from  Daufuskie)  without  discovering  anything  noteworthy. 

We  had  abundance  of  water  for  the  larger  gunboats,  and  could  have 
ascended  farther,  but  1  deemed  it  prudent,  as  the  tide  was  falling,  to 
return  before  night.  We  arrived  safely  at  Daufuskie  at  7  o’clock  p.  m., 
bringing  with  us  two  large  and  serviceable  flats,  which  I  turned  over 
to  General  Viele’s  command. 

Yesterday,  with  the  same  vessels  and  force,  we  ascended  Wright’s 
River  12  miles  and  could  have  gone  three-fourths  of  a  mile  farther,  but 
by  so  doing  would  have  been  brought  within  If  miles  of  a  dense  pine 
wood.  The  point  at  which  we  stopped  was  nearest  to  the  Savannah 
River,  and  from  which  we  fired  three  rifled  shells  from  the  Pettit  at  the 
rice  house  of  Mr.  Screven,  distant  about  2  miles. 

V  e  found  as  in  New  River  ample  depth  of  water  for  the  gunboats  of 
this  size,  but  rather  narrow  for  turning  in  the  upper  part. 

Colonel  Ely  was  desirous  of  landing  with  his  force,  but  by  so  doin°- 
Ave  should  have  been  detained  on  a  falling  tide  within  long  range  of 
Savannah  River  and  the  pine  wood  before  mentioned.  1  therefore 
returned  to  this  vessel  at  3:30  p.  m. 

Since  my  last  letter  to  you  Ave  have  seen  less  of  the  rebel  gunboats 
in  Savannah  River  than  usual.  Yesterday  afternoon,  however,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Commanding  Gillis  saw  a  new  rebel  gunboat,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  drawing  made  by  him. 

Enclosed  1  send  a  copy  of  his  written  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  N.  Collins,  * 
Lieutenan  t,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  17.  S.  8.  Susquehanna ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 

Mud  River ,  South  Carolina ,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  transmit  a  description  (so  far 
us  I  am  able)  of  a  rebel  steamer  which  made  its  first  appearance  in  the 
Savannah  River  yesterday,  March  2(3,  at  about  3:45  p.  m.  Said  steamer 
was  a  long,  black  vessel,  apparently  roofed  over.  The  only  thing  to  be 
seen  above  the  deck  or  root  was  the  smokestack  and  what  I  took  to  be 
a  pilot  house,  but  which  one  of  the  engineers  pronounced  to  be  the 
frame  of  the  cross-head  of  the  engine. 

I  could  not  distinguish  any  appearance  of  portholes;  neither  could  I 
see  anything  which  looked  like  guns.  She  came  down  from  Savannah 
and  appeared  to  stop  at  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  north  channel, 
where  she  remained  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes,  when  she 
turned  and  steamed  back  to  the  city,  since  which  time  she  has  not 
reappeared.  A  rough  sketch  of  her  appearance,  so  far  as  could  be  seen 
from  the  deck  of  this  vessel,  accompanies  this. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  James  H.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  Wright's  River ,  South  Carolina. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  abandonment  of  batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands ,  Georgia, 
and  memoranda  given  by  contraband  regarding  affairs  in  Savannah. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir-  On  being  boarded  this  afternoon  while  entering  Port  Royal 
Harbor  by  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to 
hear  that  formidable  batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  the  guns  having  been  withdrawn  m 

order  to  be  placed  nearer  Savannah. 

The  abandonment  of  these  batteries  gives  us  complete  control  ot 
Wassaw  and  Ossabaw  sounds  and  the  mouths  ot  \  ernou  and  W  llrmng- 
ton  rivers,  which  form  important  approaches  to  that  city. 

1  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Gillis  and  also  memoranda  ot 
information  given  by  a  contraband,  which  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
the  Department. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  E.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 
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* 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Abreast  Skid  dan:  ay  Battery , 
Wilmington  River ,  Georgia ,  March  25, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  2d  instant,  we  proceeded  from 
Cumberland  Sound  to  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  to  blockade  as  directed. 

Having  waited  some  days  for  weather  to  settle  and  wind  to  lull,  we 
this  afternoon  felt  our  way  with  the  lead  up  the  narrow  channel  ofWil 
mington  River  to  the  battery  on  Skiddaway  Island,  accompanied  by 
the  Norwich ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  Duncan,  and  Wyandotte , 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  D.  Whiting.  I  sent  our  launch  with  how¬ 
itzer  and  crew,  under  charge  of  Master  McNair  and  Acting  Master 
Steel,  alongside  the  Norwich ,  and  went  on  board  of  her.  She  being 
the  shortest  vessel  and  of  lightest  draft,  was  sent  ahead.  After  firing 
a  shell  or  two  at  some  horsemen  near  the  house  on  the  left,  and  a 
picket  guard  at  the  fort  as  we  approached,  I  proceeded  in  the  gig  with 
Paymaster  Sands  to  the  shore,  followed  by  the  launch,  found  the  bat¬ 
tery  a  strong  bastioned  work  for  ten  guns,  with  bombproofs,  trenches, 
etc.  The  enemy  had  abandoned  it,  leaving  imitation  guns  covered 
with  canvas  in  position.  Other  boats  from  the  vessels  coming  on 
shore,  we  destroyed  the  works,  boats,  lighters,  etc.,  of  the  enemy,  hav¬ 
ing  hoisted  the  Union  flag  over  fort  and  house  with  red  cupola,  and 
returned  on  board  our  respective  vessels.  .1  learn  the  Confederate 
battery  on  Green  Island  is  abandoned.  Several  houses  in  sight  are 
burning  this  evening,  the  red  cupola  house  included. 

I  send  to  Port  Royal  a  prisoner  taken  in  the  marshes  by  the  Release. 
His  statement  accompanies  this. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

7  _  'John  P.  Gillis, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Force ,  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Frigate  Wabash. 


t  Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Wassaw  Sound ,  Georgia ,  March  26,  1862. 
The  following  statement  is  derived  from  London  Middleton,  a  contra- 
this^hiif^viz  ^1S  P' m'  *),y  t,ie  steamer  Norwich  and  sent  on  board 

“aster  was  William  P.  Fulton,  of  Savannah.  He  left  that  citv 

rsl-mfi  ;:u"  ,r  (rltU1;<layj’  c?luili£  ]>y  way  of  White  Bluff  and  Green 
Island  to  Raccoon  Key,  from  whence  he  expected  to  reach  “a  sawmill 

w  Inch  it  was  said  we  had  on  W  assaw  Island,  with  3,000  troops.”  All 
provisions  are  scarce  at  Savannah,  and  very  dear,  particularly  bacon 
l  um,  liquors,  and  such  like.  Fresh  beef  is  more  nlentv  but  co^t«  +,! 
30  cents  for  wl.ut  used  to  sell  at  0,  8.  and  Tcente  pS  pou“d  I™ 

S“  .t  «80  toP»5d7?ri  *1-50  a. pair;  tea, 'scarce;  cole 

selling  at  $  1.50  to  $1.75  per  pound.  They  are  very  bad  off  for  rum  and 

liquors;  almost  have  to  give  them  up,  and  these,  with  bacon  thev  had 
Sr  fr0m  he  est’  8omewbere  where  tl>e  Federals  now  hold  pos- 

Folks  are  going  and  coming;  some  who  had  left  are  returning  and 
they  are  sending  the  negroes  and  cotton  inland,  and  are  moving  fll  the 

,C»S  i  !,Ur7  m  iAfacmi’  an<\  threaten  to  burn  the  city  if  thev  should  be 
unable  to  hold  it,  and  are  in  daily  expectation  of  our  attack. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


665 


They  had  given  up  the  idea  of  defending  the  Savannah  River  by  tor¬ 
pedoes,  because  one  of  the  principal  men  who  were  sinking  them  got 
drowned  while  down  in  a  diving  bell,  and  now  talk  of  piling  the  river 
across.  He  knows  of  no  raft  near  Fort  Jackson,  near  which  Tattnall  is, 
on  board  the  Savannah  (late  Everglade).  When  he  was  last  near  Thun¬ 
derbolt  (some  time  since)  they  had  eight  guns  mounted.  There  is  a 
battery  (number  of  guns  unknown)  at  Causton’s  Bluff,  and  they  said 
that  they  were  mounting  guns  at  the  old  fort,  above  Fort  Jackson, 
below  the  gas  house,  and  near  the  first  ferry  wharf;  but  he  knows  little  of 
this  part  of  the  river,  having  been  a  fisherman  around  about  White 
Bluff  and  Green  Island,  but  more  recently  waiting  on  the  soldiers.  All 
the  approaches  to  the  city,  not  only  main,  but  also  the  byroads,  are 
being  fortified,  and  they  told  him  that  they  had  100,000  men.  Green 
and  Skiddaway  islands  are  abandoned,  except  by  a  few  cavalry.  The 
guns  from  Green  Island  were  taken  to  fortify  Benley  (Beulah,  or  Beau¬ 
lieu],  and  those  from  Skiddaway  to  Montgomery  (a  part  of  Benley 
[Beulah],  but  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  separate),  both  on  the  Wyn- 
ingberg  (i.  e.,  Vernon]  River,  which  runs  from  Raccoon  Key  up,  making 
Green  Island  the  first  laud  to  the  northeastward  going  up,  and  thence 
running  up  to  Benley  [Beulah],  Montgomery,  and  White  Bluff. 

They  expect  us  to  move  across  Skiddaway  Island,  and  have  guns  and 
pickets  at  the  two  bridges  to  cut  them  away  and  fight  our  forces  on 
arrival.  The  first  bridge  is  reckoned  to  be  5  miles  across  from  the 
cupola  house  (last  night  burned  by  the  rebels),  near  Skiddaway  (aban 
doned)  battery. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Wassaiv  Sound ,  Georgia. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  L>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Frigate  Wabash. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  withdrawal  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  for  duty  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th 
instant  1  dispatched  orders  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  to 
proceed  without  delay  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli  in 
Hampton  Roads.  The  Pawnee  had  gone  south  on  important  duty ;  the 
Seminole  being  of  the  same  draft,  stronger  scantling,  though  not  quite 
equal  in  armament,  was  the  nearest  substitute  I  could  make. 

The  Department,  with  consideration,  left  me  some  discretion  in  the 
matter,  but  seeing  by  the  terms  of  its  letter  there  was  some  urgency,  1 
could  not  hesitate.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  not  be  inferred  that  I  could 
spare  any  vessel  from  the  squadron  at  this  moment  without  reluctance. 
The  sailing  frigates  1  sent  north  without  orders  because  I  believe  they 
could  be  of  more  use  there  than  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Drayton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
announcing  his  arrival  at  Fernandina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  reached  here  early  yesterday  morning  from  Port  Poyal,  where 
I  had  filled  up  with  provisions.  When  I  left  there  was  no  coal,  and  I 
have  now  only  sufficient  for  one  day  on  board,  but  shall  take  what  is 
in  the  schooner  sent  down  by  Captain  Lardner  and  let  her  go  north. 
She  had  350  tons  originally,  of  which  I  find  that  General  Wright  took 
100  and  the  Huron  and  Jackson  the  same  quantity  between  them,  leav¬ 
ing  150,  which  will  about  three-fourths  fill  my  vessel. 

The  Huron  was  not  ready  to  start  yesterday,  her  machinery  being 
out  of  repair,  but  will  do  so  to-day,  should  the  weather  improve. 

The  Potomska  is  still  at  St.  Mary’s,  where  matters  are  as  usual, 
except  that  the  enemy  are  becoming  much  bolder  in  their  approaches. 
As  1  mentioned  before,  I  think  that  the  presence  of  a  vessel  in  that 
neighborhood  is  important  as  a  check  on  any  farther  advance;  and, 
indeed,  should  the  Georgians  at  any  time  pick  up  a  little  spirit  they 
might  very  well  fit  out  piratical  boats,  which,  were  the  St.  Mary’s  River 
unguarded,  could  at  night  easily  steal  down  and  board  the  army  trans¬ 
ports  or  any  other  defenseless  vessels  that  occasionally  anchor  for  the 
night  in  the  lower  harbor,  and  were  my  vessel  to  be  stationed  there 
the  water  front  would  be  left  free  to  the  disloyal  inhabitants  of  Fer¬ 
nandina  (of  which  I  think  there  are  a  fair  proportion),  besides  opening 
the  other  branch  of  the  St.  Mary’s  River,  which  is  opposite  the  town. 
As  the  chief  engineer  considers  it  actually  dangerous  to  delay  any 
longer  overhauling  the  air  pump  and  cylinders  I  have  commenced  to 
have  it  done,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  from  Port  Royal  I  should,  if 
you  sent  me  no  order  to  the  contrary.  This  will  occupy,  with  cleaning 
the  boilers,  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Destruction  of  schooner  George  Washington  and  sloop  Alary  Louisa,  and 
capture  of  the  schooner  Julia  11  or  den ,  in  Santee  River,  South  Carolina 
March  27,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Off  Charleston,  March  30,  1862. 

Flag-Officer:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Restless, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy,  captured  in  the  passage  near  Cape 
Roinain  light,  on  the  37th  instant,  the  schooner  Julia  Worden  of  and 
for  Charleston,  S.  C.,  loaded  with  2,000  bushels  of  rice.  I  have  directed 
I  rize  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  to  proceed  to  Port  Roval  and  report 
to  you.  I  enclose  all  the  papers  found  on  board  the  Julia  Worden, 
together  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy’s  report  of*  the  destruc- 
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tion  of  the  schooner  George  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa,  both 
loaded  with  rice. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 

Off  Bull's  Bay,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yesterday,  the  27th 
instant,  I  sent  two  armed  boats  into  the  inner  channel  communicating 
between  Santee  and  Charleston,  with  orders  to  intercept  any  rebel 
vessels  bound  to  Charleston  with  their  cargoes. 

I  now  send  Acting  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  in  command  of  the 
schooner  Julia  Worden,  laden  with  rice,  with  orders  to  report  to  you. 

This  vessel  is  one  of  the  three  captured.  The  schooner  George  Wash- 
ington,  drawing  too  much  water  (and  there  being  no  time  to  lighten 
her  sufficiently,  we  being'  well  informed  that  the  rebels  have  three 
armed  boats  with  fifty  men  in  the  vicinity,  since  the  destruction  of  the 
four  first  coasters  by  our  armed  boats,  formerly  reported)  was  scuttled 
and  then  set  on  fire  by  Executive  Officer  Charles  Smith,  in  command  of 
the  expedition,  a  copy  of  whose  report  I  herewith  enclose. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  E.  Tucker  was  ordered  by  Executive 
Officer  Charles  Smith  to  board  the  sloop  Mary  Louisa,  and  if  not  able 
to  get  her  out  to  destroy  her. 

The  wind  having  died  away  some  time  before,  the  Mary  Louisa  was 
set  on  fire  and  the  crew  taken  on  board  this  vessel. 

We  have  at  present  11  prisoners  on  board  this  vessel,  not  deeming 
it  expedient  or  prudent  to  send  them  to  you  in  the  schooner.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  captured  vessels,  viz: 


Julia  Worden,  schooner . 

George  Washington,  schooner 

2,000  bushels  rice,  20  bushels  corn. . 

3, 200  bushels  rice,  50  bushels  corn, 
20  bushels  rice  meal. 

2,060  bushels  rice,  100  bushels  corn. 

Sent  to  Charleston  in  command  of 
Acting  Master  M.  H.  Johnson. 
Scuttled  and  set  on  fire. 

Set  on  fire. 

I  consider  the  destruction  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  of  more 
importance,  in  view  of  depriving  the  city  of  Charleston  of  these  much 
needed  staple  articles,  than  their  intrinsic  value. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  this  expedition  have 
carried  out  my  orders  to  the  letter  and  exhibited  much  skill  and  cool¬ 
ness  under  the  circumstances.  . 

I  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Executive  Officer 
Charles  Smith  and  a  copy  of  his  report,  with  the  papers  found  on  board 
the  destroyed  vessels. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

Edwd.  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  Senior  Officer  Present,  off  Charleston.  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  hark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Off  BulVs  Bay .  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  According  to  your  orders  of  the  27tli  instant  I  proceeded  to 
Cape  Roinain  light  house  with  two  armed  boats,  one  commanded  by 
Acting  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  and  the  other  in  charge  of  myself 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  E.  Tucker.  After  arriving  at  the 
light  house  we  discovered  two  schooners  coming  down  the  Santee 
River. 

I  immediately  ordered  both  boats  close  in  under  an  old  sawmill, 
where  we  lay  concealed  until  the  first  schooner  was  close  on  to  us. 
Both  boats  started  to  board  her,  and  as  we  came  up  with  her  I  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  captain  and  crew  had  taken  to  their  boat.  I  ordered 
Mr.  Johnson  to  board  the  schooner  while  I  chased  the  boat.  I  had 
three  muskets  fired  at  her,  when  she  turned  round  toward  the  schooner. 

We  found  the  schooner  to  be  the  Georye  Washington ,  with  3,200 
bushels  of  rice,  50  bushels  of  corn,  and  20  bushels  of  rice  meal,  and 
bound  from  Santee  to  Charleston.  After  taking  charge  of  her,  I  sent 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Tucker  after  the  other  schooner,  which  they  took 
charge  of.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Julia  Worden ,  with  a  cargo 
of  2,000  bushels  of  rice,  also  bound  to  Charleston.  This  morning  we 
undertook  to  get  the  vessels  out.  Mr  Johnson,  in  command  of  the 
Julia  Worden ,  succeeded  in  getting  her  out,  while  I,  with  the  George 
Washington,  on  account  of  drawing  too  much  water,  did  not  succeed. 

I  saw  it  was  useless  to  try  and  get  her  to  the  ship,  so  after  heaving 
overboard  her  deck  load  and  dismantling  her,  1  had  her  scuttled  in 
two  places  and  set  her  on  fire. 

1  believe,  sir,  that  everything  was  carried  out  agreeably  to  your 
orders,  and  I  hope  to  your  satisfaction. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Smith, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Restless. 


Report  oj  Lieutenant  Collins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  sketch  of  Confed¬ 
erate  vessel  seen  in  Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Carolina ,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  date  to  “send  back  the  Mercury  with  the  men  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  the  launches  of  the  Susquehanna  without  delay.”  They  were  sent 
back  this  morning  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  yesterday  from  Captain 
Lardner. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  drawing  of  a  steamer  seen  in  Savannah  River 
to  day,  and  memoranda  of  other  vessels,  by  the  coast  pilot  and  one  of 
the  engineers  of  the  E.  B.  Hale,  from  the  upper  end  of  Elba  Island. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

„  ,,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 


Seen  by  two  officers  of  the  E.  B.  Hale  from  the  upper  end  of  Elba 
Island:  A  large  bark  tying  off  Savannah  with  her  topgallant  masts 
housed;  also  a  small  side  wheel  steamer  lying  off  the  city.  Off  Fort 
Jackson,  two  steamers  beside  the  ironclad  vessel.  There  was  a  steamer 
in  St.  Augustine  Creek.  The  light-boat  has  two  guns  mounted,  appar¬ 
ently  32  pounders. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Col¬ 
lins ■,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expected  attach  by  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Savannah  River,  March  28,  1862. 

Captain:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  from  all 
the  evidence  in  our  possession  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  an  [attack] 
at  any  moment,  and  that  it  will  be  peculiarly  unfortunate,  if  not  disas¬ 
trous,"  to  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  light-draft  boats  under  such 
circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Liebenau, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant  Collins, 

Commanding. 

[Enclosure.] 

Daufuskie  Island,  March  28,  1862. 

General  :  I  send  another  report  on  the  ironclad  vessel.  My  opinion 
is  that  unless  the  channel  is  closed  at  once  by  hulks  or  otherwise  the 
Navy  will  lose  the  greater  portion  of  the  blockading  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  L.  Viele, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 

General  T.  W.  Sherman. 


Letter  fro  i  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  senior  naval 
officer  at  Port  Royal  regarding  naval  force  required  in  Savannah  River. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  On  my  return  this  evening  from  St.  Helena  Island,  1  received 
a  dispatch  from  General  Yiele,  stating  that  the  tugboats  (armed)  and 
launches  in  Mud  River,  etc.,  had  been  ordered  back  to  Port  Royal. 

According  to  an  official  report  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  gun¬ 
boat  Hale ,  made  to  Captain  Collins,  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  to 
General  Yiele,  it  appears  the  ironclad  gunboat,  about  which  so  much 
has  been  said  of  late,  made  her  appearance  in  the  Savannah  River  for 
the  first  time  on  the  20th  instant. 
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It  is  for  you  to  judge  of  the  naval  force  required  at  that  point  to  meet 
any  exigency  that  may  arise  from  a  circumstance  that  seems  to  be 
considered  of  a  very  grave  character. 

I  deem  it  important,  however,  to  notify  you  of  the  circumstance,  lest 
it  may  not  otherwise  have  been  reported  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 

Sherman ,  U.  8.  Army ,  regarding  naval  vessels  employed  in  defending 

army  batteries. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

General:  I  returned  to  this  harbor  last  evening  and  your  letter  to 
the  commanding  naval  officer  has  just  been  brought  to  me. 

Should  there  be  any  truth  in  the  report  of  ironclad  vessels,  of  which 
I  do  not  believe  a  -single  word,  the  small  tugs  and  launches  would  be 
of  little  avail. 

I  must  dispatch  the  Susquehanna  and  Keystone  State  on  important 
duty  to-morrow  and  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the  boats  of  the 
one  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  other  before  I  could  do  it. 

I  have  written  already  to  withdraw  several  light-draft  vessels,  now 
cooperating  with  the  army  at  Fernandina  and  on  the  St.  John’s  River. 

General,  whenever  and  wherever  I  can  further  your  operations  and 
plans  I  shall  ever  be  ready,  but  you  must  allow  me  to  say  that  I  never 
expected  that  a  naval  force  could  be  required  to  protect  the  batteries 
on  Venus  Point  and  Bird  Island  after  they  were  completed,  and  if  this 
be  necessary,  and  General  Viele  or  yourself  put  any  credit  in  the  reports 
alluded  to,  the  sooner  these  batteries  are  strengthened  the  better.  I 
learn  my  gunboats  are  aground  nearly  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four 
hours.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not  satisfied  that  it  is  not  my 
duty  to  withdraw  every  one  of  them. 

One  of  the  tugs  I  require  for  squadron  duty ;  the  other  so  soon  as 
watered  will  return  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer , 

Brigadier- General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  IT.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  confirmation  by  the  Senate  of  his  appointment  as  flag- 
officer. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Department  informs  you  that  your  nomination  for  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Hag-officer  to  command  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  6th  instant. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Na  vy, 
regarding  investigation  by  court  of  enquiry  in  cases  of  evasion  of 
the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  1862. 
Sir:  Whenever  a  case  is  brought  to  your  knowledge  of  an  evasion  of 
the  blockade  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  you  will,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  convene  a  court  of  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  a  rig¬ 
orous  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  such  evasion,  and 
direct  the  court  to  report,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  and  a  statement 
of  the  material  facts  ascertained,  their  opinion  whether  the  evasion  was 
in  any  manner  the  consequence  of  negligence  or  other  fault  on  the  part 
of  commanding  or  other  officers  or  persons  in  the  naval  service,  naming 
persons  censurable,,  if  any. 

The  record  of  any  court  convened  under  this  order  will  be  promptly 
dispatched  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Wells,  U.  S. 

Na  ry ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia  in  Tybee  Roads , 

Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  and 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vandalia  in  place  of  Com¬ 
mander  F.  S.  Haggerty,  relieved  on  account  of  indisposition. 

The  Vandalia  is  now  at  Tybee  Roads  blockading  the  entrance  to 
Savannah  River,  where  you  will  join  her,  receiving  from  Commander 
Haggerty  such  information  as  his  experience  at  that  port  may  enable 
him  to  give  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Clark  H.  Wells, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 

JJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  Port  Royal, 

S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  find  myself  much  pressed  for  want  of  the  light-draft  vessels 
of  the  squadron,  and  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  forward 
by  the  Darlington  the  enclosed  communications  to  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottawa,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  directing 
the  immediate  return  of  the  Seneca  and  the  boats  of  this  ship  to  Port 

Royal.  ...... 

Should  anything  prevent  your  sending  the  Darlington  by  the  inside 
or  outside  passage,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  find  some  other 
means  of  transmitting  these  orders. 
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The  pilot  boat  Blunt ,  by  which  this  communication  is  forwarded,  can 
not,  by  reason  of  her  draft,  cross  the  St.  John’s  Bar. 

1  desire  further  that  you  will  send  the  Huron  and  Potomska  to  report 
to  me  here  without  delay,  directing  their  commanding  officers  to  use 
all  dispatch. 

In  withdrawing  these  vessels  from  your  division  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  the  excellent  reasons  you  gave  for  keeping  a  vessel  at  St.  Mary’s, 
but  the  necessities  of  the  moment  must  override  them. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Peroival  Drayton, 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee ,  Senior  Officer  on  Coast  of  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  senior  officer  in  St. 

John's  River,  for  the  return  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Seneca  to  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  communication,  you  will  please  direct  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  to  return  to  Port  Royal 
with  all  dispatch  and  report  to  me,  bringing  with  him  the  launch  and 
cutter  and  the  three  boat  guns  belonging  to  the  Wabash,  with  their 
officers  and  crews. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DU  Pi  'NT, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

Or  Senior  Officer  Present,  St.  John's  River. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Codon,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  importance  of  holding  W assaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  21),  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Wassaw 
Sound  and  hold  those  waters. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  send  the  Seminole  home,  by  order  of  the 
Department. 

Although  the  battery  at  Skiddaway  has  been  abandoned,  vessels  may 
still  come  down  Wilmington  River  from  St.  Augustine  Creek  and  run 
out,  or  Commodore  Tattnall  may  make  some  attempts  on  the  vessels  at 
anchor,  as  only  two  are  there  now — the  Norwich  and  Wyandotte. 

It  is  also  believed  that  the  rebels  have  an  ironclad  vessel  or  ram  in 
the  Savannah  River.  If  of  sufficiently  light  draft,  she  might  make  an 
attempt  on  the  vessels  at  Wassaw. 

The  bombardment  of  Pulaski  will  settle  all  these  annoyances,  but  the 
delay  in  commencing  it  is  painful.  They  expect  to  reduce  the  fort  in 
three  days,  and  to  commence  this  week. 

You  will  place  the  Pocahontas  at  the  besf  point  to  cover  Brunswick. 
Are  the  rebels  likely  to  reoccupy  the  J ekyl  Island  fort?  Lieutenant 
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Commanding  Balcli  should  see  to  this  and  destroy  it  thoroughly  if  any 
probability  of  this  event. 

I  answered  your  various  communications  and  sent  your  letters  by 
Blunt  before  I  knew  I  would  require  your  presence  at  Wassaw. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 


8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher¬ 
man,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  affairs  in  Savannah  Fiver. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  2!>,  1862. 

^  General:  I  have  just  received  copies  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Collins  to  Captain  Liebenau,  assistant  adjutant- general  at 
Daufuskie,  reporting  the  appearance  of  an  ironclad  vessel  under  Fort 
Jackson;  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Yiele  to  you. 

Just  before  receiving  these  Captain  Hamilton  called  upon  me  in  your 
name  to  ask  that  the  two  tugs,  Pettit  and  Mercury ,  should  go  into  the 
Savannah  River  to  give  protection  to  the  sinking  there  of  certain  hulks. 

I  yielded  to  this  request,  but  I  do  not  see  how  two  small  tugs,  not 
intended  for  offensive  purposes,  can  give  protection  against  Commodore 
Tattnall’s  steamers,  whether  there  be  an  ironclad  vessel  or  not,and  the 
larger  gunboats  would  in  all  probability  run  aground.  I  will,  however, 
place  these  tugs  at  the  disposition  of  General  Viele,  who  will,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  see  that  they  are  not  improperly  hazarded. 

In  reference  to  General  Viele’s  letter  to  you,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  unless  the  channel  is  closed  at  once  by  hulks  or  otherwise  the  Navy 
will  lose  the  greater  part  of  the  blockading  fleet,  I  do  not  understand 
whether  the  general  alludes  to  the  blockading  beet  on  the  coast  gener¬ 
ally  or  to  that  portion  of  it  stationed  in  and  near  Wall’s  Cut. 

The  naval  blockadeof  Savannah  River  is  established  at  Tybee Roads; 
the  vessels  in  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers  are  there  at  your  request  to 
assist  the  batteries,  as  I  understand  it;  having  them  there  formed  no 
part  of  a  plan  of  mine. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor,  general,  to  write  me  what  your  wishes  are 
on. the  subject? 

I  am,  general,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps ,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  notification  before  withdrawal  of 
gunboats. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  March  29,  1802. 
Commodore:  Your  letter  of  last  night  has  been  received. 

When  it  is  your  intention  to  withdraw  any  of  the  gunboats  from  posi¬ 
tions  occupied  by  the  land  forces,  will  you  please,  commodore,  to  give 
N  w  R — VOL  12 - 43 
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me  timely  notification  of  the  fact.  Some  of  our  troops  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  in  such  forces  as  to  provide  for  the  necessities  ot  the  localities 
under  the  presumption  of  a  cooperation  at  those  points  with  the  naval 
force  left  there.  At  some  of  these  points  there  are  some  additional 
arrangements  on  our  part  [that]  may  have  to  be  made  in  case  ot  a  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  naval  force. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  W ahasli. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins , 
lj .  S.  Navy,  making  enquiry  regarding  affairs  at  WalVs  Cut. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boy  ad  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  sketch  of  an  ironclad  vessel, 
as  seen  by  some  officers  of  the  Hale ,  lying  under  Fort  Jackson. 

Will  you  inform  me  if  this  vessel  can  reach  the  gunboats  where  they 
are  now  anchored,  and  are  the  boats  required  to  assist  the  batteries? 
General  Viele  spoke  of  them  to-day  as  the  blockading  fleet.  Our  block¬ 
ade  of  the  Savannah  River  is  established  at  Tybee,  and  the  only  reason 
for  having  gunboats  at  Wall’s  Cut  was  to  aid  the  batteries.  Should 
these  require  no  aid,  or  the  gunboats  be  unable  to  give  any,  then  they 
had  better  be  recalled. 

Please  give  me  information  on  this  head. 

Your  several  communications  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner  have  been 
transferred  to  me  and  among  them  your  interesting  reconnoissance  of 
Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  detailed  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  iustant. 

1  have  read  them  all  with  satisfaction.  Your  duties  have  been  arduous 
and  trying ;  please  receive  my  commendation  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  them  all. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  NT.  Collins, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  Comdg.  Naval  Force  in  Wright’s  River. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  J)u  Font,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Le  Roy ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  Stale,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  6'.,  March  29,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your  command 
to  blockade  off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  communicating  on  your  way  with 
the  vessels  off  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Port  Royal. 

P.  S. — I  leave  it  optional  with  you  to  stop  off  Charleston  or  not. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Trnxtun ,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  request  from 

Colonel  Welsh,  U.  8.  Army ,  regarding  reinforcements  for  Edisto  Island. 

U  S.  Ship  Dale, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina ,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day  from 
Colonel  Thomas  Welsh,  commanding  the  post  on  Otter  Island.  I  have 
complied  with  the  request  of  Colonel  Welsh  and  placed  at  his  disposi¬ 
tion  and  subject  to  his  orders  the  marine  guard,  numbering  20  mus¬ 
kets,  the  boat  howitzer,  and  a  crew  of  13  men,  Acting  Midshipman 
Silas  W.  Terry,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  E.  Hawkins.  They 
are  ready  to  embark  at  a  moment’s  notice,  though  up  to  this  hour  (8  p. 
m.)  the  transport  Ben  De  Ford  has  not  made  her  appearance. 

It  appears  the  rebel  forces  have  crossed  over  Watt’s  Cut  from  Jeliossee 
Island  to  Edisto  Island,  driven  in  the  picket  guard  of  our  troops,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  making  arrangements  for  a  general  attack. 

If  it  is  possible  to  send  one  of  the  small  light-draft  gunboats  with 
reversing  engines  it  will  be  very  easy  to  ascend  the  South  Edisto 
Elver  to  Watt’s  Cut  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  forces.  A  light 
howitzer,  with  held  carriage,  should  also  be  sent  and  a  pilot  to  take 
the  vessel  over  the  bar  at  this  post  and  across  that  at  the  South  Edisto, 
if  possible.  It  is  evident  from  all  I  can  learn  that  a  move  of  some  kind 
is  in  contemplation  by  the  rebels  in  this  vicinity.  A  large  number  of 
contrabands  just  arrived  assure  me  that  the  rebel  forces  have  aban¬ 
doned  Willstown,  on  the  mainland,  and  moved  over  to  Jeliossee  Island, 
where  heretofore  they  have  only  kept  a  small  picket.  Our  troops  on 
the  Edisto  are  almost  entirely  without  artillery,  while  the  rebel  forces 
are  said  to  be  quite  well  supplied  with  that  arm.  In  consideration  of 
the  large  number  of  his  forces  that  Colonel  Welsh  comtemplates  taking 
from  his  post,  I  have  not  thought  it  prudent  to  weaken  the  effective 
force  of  this  ship  by  placing  more  men  under  his  orders. 

An  army  mail  boat  leaves  Hilton  Head  every  morning  at  8  o’clock 
for  this  post.  Communications  for  this  vessel,  if  sent  to  the  post-office, 
will  be  promptly  forwarded. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

or  Senior  Officer  Present ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

March  30. — Eeports  from  Edisto  this  morning  state  that  lighting  has 
been  going  on  all  night.  The  Crusader ,  in  .North  Edisto,  was  firing  on 
the  rebels. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Otter  Island,  South  Carolina,  March  29, 1862. 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Henry  Moore,  commanding 
U.  S.  forces  on  Edisto  Island,  informs  me  that  his  pickets  have  been 
driven  in,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  attack  his  position.  He  proposes  to  send  the  transport  steamer 
Ben  De  Ford  to  this  place  for  reinforcements. 
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I  am  prepared  to  go  up  to  bis  assistance  with  five  companies  of  my 
regiment,  and  would  like  to  have  your  howitzer,  with  a  force  to  work 
it;  also  a  marine  guard  to  accompany  me  to  Edisto  Island.  I  will  leave 
one  company  and  a  guard  at  Fort  Drayton,  under  command  of  Captain 
C.  G.  Strahan,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

Your  men  should  be  prepared  to  goon  board  the  Ben  T)e  Ford  imme¬ 
diately  on  her  arrival,  with  at  least  two  days’  rations  cooked. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Thomas  Welsh, 

Colonel  Forty-fifth  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  W.  T.  Tritxtun, 

Commanding  tl.  8.  8 hip  Bale. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind ,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Crusader , 

regarding  operations  in  support  of  army  forces  a  t  North  Edisto  March 

29- April  3 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  Edisto ,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  1st  your  communication  of  the  30th  March, 
informing  me  that  you  had  ordered  (lie  Dale  to  this  point  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  General  Sherman’s  apprehension  of  an  attack  on  the  forces 
here.  For  some  days  past  great  uneasiness  seems  to  have  existed 
among  the  troops  on  Edisto  Island,  and  I  have  had  several  intimations 
from  them  of  the  approach  of  a  hostile  force.  On  the  29th  two  privates 
of  the  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  informed  me  that  their  com¬ 
pany  had  been  cut  oft'  on  Little  Edisto  Island,  and  required  assistance. 
We  ran  up  to  the  mouth  of  Steamboat  Creek  and  sent  two  boats  up  to 
their  relief.  A  portion  of  the  company  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
creek  to  Edisto  Island,  and  our  boats  took  over  the  remainder.  The 
impression  seemed  to  prevail  among  them  that  a  considerable  force  was 
advancing  from  Jehossee  Island  to  attack  th’s  point.  On  the  night  of 
31st  I  received  messages  from  Colonel  Moore  and  the  captain  of  the  com¬ 
pany  stationed  at  Seabrooks’,  both  anticipating  an  attack  that  night. 
I  sent  the  flat  with  the  howitzer  to  the  latter  and  made  all  necessary 
preparation  to  assist  them  at  the  camp.  I  have  not  since  had  any  infor¬ 
mation  from  them  of  what  is  going  on,  and  have  observed  myself  no 
cause  for  such  alarms.  We  returned  to  the  anchorage  off  the  camps 
to  day,  having  gone  up  to  White  Point  this  morning  to  destroy  a  large, 
flat  that  had  drifted  on  shore  there.  On  reaching  here  I  received  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtuu,  of  the  Dale ,  informing 
me  that  the  steamer  Boston  sent  to  tow  his  vessel  round,  had  not  fuel 
enough  and  he  was  without  a  pilot  to  take  the  ship  over  the  bar,  and 
that  the  steamer  had  returned  to  Port  Loyal.  He  mentions  also  that 
the  Dale  draws  16  feet.  That  draft  can  be  brought  in  here  only  at  high 
water  with  smooth  sea.  The  Dale  could  lay  off  the  camp  here  to  pro¬ 
tect  it,  if  necessary,  but,  except  with  her  boats,  could  do  no  other  serv¬ 
ice.  The  Sumpter  came  in  here  on  the  27th  under  orders  from  Com¬ 
mander  Goldsborough  to  communicate  with  Colonel  Moore,  and  sailed 
for  Port  Royal  on  the  same  day.  The  brig  Empire ,  partially  loaded 
with  cotton,  got  on  the  north  breaker  of  the  bar  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th.  We  went  to  her  assistance  at  once  and  anchored  as  near 
her  as  possible;  sent  hawser  and  two  hedges  and  used  every  effort  to 
get  her  oft,  but  it  came  on  to  blow  fresh  with  rough  sea,  and  she  bilged 
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that  night.  We  rendered  her  every  assistance  in  our  power.  The 
Sumpter ,  if  sent  here,  may  remain  with  advantage  off  the  Dawho,  and 
should  the  Dale  get  here,  off  the  camp  would  be  the  only  station  she 
could  occupy. 

I  believe,  sir,  if  some  officer  of  sufficient  rank  and  qualifications  to 
command  is  sent  here,  it  would  be  better  than  any  other  reinforcement 
to  the  troops  here. 

Our  stocks  of  coal  will  enable  us  to  keep  fires  up  for  four  or  five  days 
yet.  Our  provisions  are  running  short  also.  I  shall  therefore  avail 
myself  of  your  permission  to  return  to  Port  Royal  on  the  arrival  of 
some  other  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Bhint), 
Lieutenant ,  Com  manning. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Le  Roy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  March  29- April  25,  1862 ,  and  the 
capture  of  the  schooner  Success,  formerly  privateer  Dixie. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  29,  1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  an  interesting  report  of  Commander  Le  Boy, 
of  the  Keystone  State,  detailing  the  incidents  of  the  blockade  of  George¬ 
town  by  that  vessel  irom  the  29th  of  March  to  the  25th  of  April,  during 
which  he  ran  on  shore  a  schooner,  the  Liverpool,  of  Nassau,  and  cap¬ 
tured  another,  now  called  the  Success,  formerly  the  privateer  Dixie. 
He  has  informed  you  of  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  Success, 
and  of  his  having  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication  with  two  of 
her  crew.  The  captain,  L.  D.  Benton,  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
viz,  John  Jones,  John  Wilson,  John  Kane,  and  James  White,  he  brought 
to  this  port.  1  have  sent  them  to  New  York  by  the  Empire  City,  direct¬ 
ing  Captain  Baxter,  of  that  steamer,  to  deliver  Captain  Benton  (who  is 
a  strong  secessionist  and  a  very  skillful  pilot  on  this  coast,  and  also  a 
lieutenant  of  this  same  prize  schooner  when  she  was  called  the  privateer 
Dixie),  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  for  custody  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Department  is  known. 

On  the  prize  was  an  elderly  gentleman,  Mr.  [Josiah  N.]  Bird,  who 
said  he  was  from  Trenton  and  had  taken  passage  in  order  to  get  North. 
He  had  in  his  possession  three  letters,  two  of  which  are  enclosed  tor 
the  disposition  of  the  Department,  and  a  copy  of  the  third,  to  which  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department,  as  it  very  clearly  shows 
the  stringency  of  the  blockade  off  this  coast,  notwithstanding  rebel 
misrepresentations  to  the  contrary.  1  sent  the  original  of  this  last 
letter  to  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

During  the  cruise  of  the  Keystone  State  several  white  persons  came  off 
to  the  steamer,  viz,  a  Mr.  [  J.  N.]  Merriman,  formerly  collector  at  George¬ 
town;  a  Mr.  [William  W.j  Bingham,  and  Mr.  f  William  |  Soles,  all  of  whom 
go  north  in  the  Empire  City,  together  with  Mr.  [Josiah  N.]  Bird,  above 
mentioned. 

I  enclose  memoranda  of  information  given  by  Mr.  Bingham  for  what 
it  is  worth. 
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Enclosed  also  is  a  statement  of  the  vessels  spoken  and  boarded  by 
the  Keystone  State  during  the  cruise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

II.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea ,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  off 
Georgetown,  S.  G.  I  did  not  communicate  with  our  force  , off  Charles¬ 
ton,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  I 
anchored,  supposing  I  was  near  Georgetown,  the  mist  preventing  my 
seeing  the  land.  At  noon  making  the  light-house,  and  at  1  p.  m.  stood 
farther  north  and  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water.  On  Monday,  the  31st, 
a  little  after  daylight,  made  a  small  sailboat  well  out  from  the  light¬ 
house.  At  6:30  the  boat  came  alongside  with  one  white  person  and  a 
contraband,  the  white  person  representing  himself  as  Mr.  J.  N.  Merri 
man,  of  Georgetown,  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  at 
the  time  of  the  secession  of  South  Carolina  held  the  office  of  collector  of 
the  port  of  Georgetown,  an  office  he  had  never  resigned.  Mr.  Merriman 
stated  that  he  had  escaped  from  Georgetown  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with 
one  of  the  blockading  squadron  and  was  desirous  of  getting  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  communicate  with  the  Government.  Mr.  M.  gave  me  a  good 
deal  of  general  information;  among  the  things  mentioned  Was  the 
escape  from  Beaufort  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville ,  her  arrival  at 
Georgetown  on  the  20tli  ultimo,  and  her  departure  on  the  27th  for  N assau, 
New  Providence,  where  she  expected  to  take  out  an  English  license  and 
engage  in  the  coasting  trade  [on]  this  coast;  that  she  was  not  armed; 
that  her  former  commander,  Pegram,  had  been  ordered  to  command 
the  ironclad  steamer  Virginia  [ Merrimack ],  and  that  the  Nashville  was 
now  commanded  [by]  a  Captain  Gooding.  Mr.  Merriman  staged  he  had 
been  confined  in  jail  for  a  year  and  twenty  days  for  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  rebel  Government.  Also  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
Davis  was  gathering  all  his  force  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  was  busy 
fortifying  that  place,  intending  to  make  a  desperate  effort  to  repel  the 
Federal  forces  should  they  advance  upon  that  place.  Mr.  M.  repre¬ 
sents  Georgetown  as  being  in  a  defenseless  state. 

Mr.  M.’s  companion,  Prince  Coit,  was  an  intelligent  negro  (a  contra¬ 
band),  who  is  represented  as  a  fisherman  and  one  of  the  best  pilots  out 
of  Georgetown. 

After  receiving  Mr.  Merriman  on  board  I  fired  three  guns,  intended 
for  his  friends  as  a  signal  of  his  safety. 

About  3:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  made  a  small  boat  standing  out 
trom  the  land;  sent  an  armed  boat  in  and  she  returned  towing  the  boat, 
which  contained  two  white  persons  and  a  black  (a  contraband) ;  the 
three  last  were  the  sole  occupants  of  Georgetown  jail,  whence  they 
escaped  the  previous  night. 

One,  Mr.  William  W.  Bingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  states  tnat  he  was 
imprisoned  upon  suspicion  of  being  a  spy  and  was  to  have  been  hung 
on  Thursday,  April  3.  The  other,  Mr.  William  Soles,  of  North  Carolina, 
was  accused  with  others  of  killing  a  man;  his  companions  by  getting 
bail  and  consenting  to  enlist  in  the  rebel  Army  were  released,  while  he, 
from  his  inability  to  obtain  bail,  was  kept  a  prisoner.  The  negro,  Jack 
Johnson,  was  imprisoned  for  running  away. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


679 


On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  the  steamer  Seabroolc  came  out  from 
Georgetown  ami  through  the  inside  of  the  reefs  ran  down  toward  the 
Santee  River.  I  gave  chase,  firing  upon  her  with  my  rifle  gun,  one  or 
two  of  the  shots  seeming  to  take  effect.  She  succeeded  in  getting  into 
the  liver  by  crossing  the  breakers,  apparently  taking  the  bottom  in  so 
doing.  She  seemed  to  be  crippled.  The  shoalness  of  the  water  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  discontinue  the  chase.  The  refugees  I  have  on  board  state 
that  she  intended  loading  with  cotton  at  the  railroad  at  Santee  bridge 
and  then  going  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th  I  moved  a  little  to  the  southward  to  cut  off  a 
steamer  (Nina)  that  was  expected  to  leave  Georgetown  for  Charleston, 
but  returned  to  my  old  position  before  daylight  of  the  5th. 

About  7  a.  m.  of  the  5th  a  small  boat  came  alongside  with  three  con¬ 
trabands  from  the  South  Santee  River,  who  were  received,  clothed,  and 
provisioned. 

On  Sunday,  the  6th,  I  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Mr.  J.  N. 
Merriman,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  William  W.  Bingham,  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  Mr.  Soles,  of  North  Carolina. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  instant,  just  before  sunset,  a  schooner 
was  made  to  the  northward,  about  12  miles  distant,  close  in  with  the 
land,  endeavoring  to  reach  one  of  the  entrances  (channels)  of  George¬ 
town.  I  weighed  anchor  and  ran  for  her,  but  before  coming  up  with 
her  she  was  run  on  the  outside  of  the  point  of  the  North  Inlet,  fired, 
and  deserted.  At  7  :.30  p.  m.  I  sent  in  a  couple  of  boats,  but  owing  to 
the  sea  breaking  and  the  progress  of  the  flames  they  were  unable  to 
board  her.  The  boats  approached  sufficiently  near  her  stern  to  read 
upon  it  by  the  light  of  the  flames  u  Liverpool ,  of  Nassau.”  She  was 
from  150  to  180  tons  burden  and  evidently  deeply  laden. 

After  the  boats  returned  I  moved  southward  to  my  previous  anchor¬ 
age,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  steamed  up  to  the  wreck  to  ascer¬ 
tain  or  complete  her  certain  destruction,  but  found  she  was  burned  to 
the  water's  edge,  a  complete  wreck,  and  the  sea  breaking  all. over  her, 
so  as  to  render  it  difficult  and  dangerous  for  a  boat  to  near  hei. 

On  the  14th  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  joined  me  and  I  assigned  Captain 
Baxter  to  a  position  to  command  North  Inlet.  . 

On  the  15th,  soon  after  daylight,  a  sail  was  made  to  the  northward 
and  eastward;  thinking  her  suspicious,  I  went  iu  chase  and  soon  after 
saw  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  following  her.  About  <  a.  m.  fired  a  gun,  the 
chase  distant  about  2  miles;  she  hove  to,  showing  British  colors.  On 
boarding  her  she  proved  to  be  the  former  privateer  Dixie,  lately  the 
Kate  Bale ,  and  now  the  Success ,  of  81  tons  burden,  commanded  and 
partially  owned  by  Captain  L.  D.  Benton,  who,  as  first  lieutenant  of  t  it 
Dixie ,  obtained  quite  a  reputation  during  her  piratical  cruise,  as  also 
some  means,  all  of  which  I  believe  was  invested  m  the  prize  and  her 
cargo,  100  bales  cotton,  234  barrels  spirits  turpentine,  40  bushels  pea 
nuts  and  3,000  pounds  rice.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  prize  num¬ 
bered  seven  in  all,  with  a  Mr.  Bird,  an  elderly  gentleman,  as  passenger, 
he  claiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  and  accounts  for  Ins  being  on 
board  the  prize,  liis  inability  to  get  away  from  the  South  m  any  other 
way,  and  that  he  was  bound  in  her  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and 

thence  to  his  home  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  '  , 


of  my  crew  on  board  the  prize,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York 
for  which  port  the  prize  left  about  1 1  a.  m.,  this  ship  and  the  Gem  of 
the  Sea  proceeding  in  chase  of  a  schooner  to  the  northward,  which 
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proved  to  be  the  American  schooner  Henry  B.  Metcalf]  of  Providence, 
It.  I.,  from  Cardenas,  Cuba,  for  Bristol,  It.  I.,  with  molasses,  fruit,  etc. 
After  leaving  the  Henry  B.  Metcalf  I  returned  to  my  station  off  George¬ 
town. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  flag-officer  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Georgetown  as  a  place  for  receiving  and  distributing  supplies 
for  the  rebel  States,  and  of  the  necessity  for  more  vessels  to  blockade 
its  waters,  there  being  several  outlets,  extending  some  10  or  more 
miles,  that  render  the  blockade  by  sailing  vessels  very  inefficient,  and 
even  with  the  most  extreme  vigilance  one  steamer  is  incapable  of  prop¬ 
erly  blockading.  But  for  the  opportune  arrival  on  the  14th  of  the  Gem 
of  the  Sea ,  the  schooner  this  day  (15th)  captured  would  have  succeeded 
in  making  her  escape. 

On  the  10th  I  casually  learned  that  the  Nashville ,  from  Nassau,  had 
been  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charleston  on  the  9tli  or  10th  instant,  but 
finding  that  port  so  closely  blockaded  did  not  attempt  to  enter,  but 
sent  in  a  small  boat  with  Captain  Lockhart,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  command  the  steamer  Gladiator  (laying  at  Nassau),  belonging  to 
John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  After  landing  Captain  Lock¬ 
hart  on  the  coast  near  Charleston  with  dispatches,  the  Nashville  left 
for  Nassau.  The  Nashville ,  it  is  stated,  now  belongs  to  John  Fraser  & 
Co.,  has  an  English  register,  and  flies  English  colors. 

On  Sunday  morning  (20th)  the  G.  W.  Blunt  made  her  appearance, 
and  after  a  short  delay  was  dispatched  back  to  Port  Royal. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d.  the  Norwich  arrived  and  I  assigned 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan  a  position  to  command  the  Southeast 
Channel  [or  Pass],  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  commanding  the  North  Inlet, 
and  this  ship  Bottle  Channel. 


I  enclose  a  couple  of  papers  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Bingham,  professing  to 
give  information,  etc.,  but  from  the  inaccuracies  evident  in  them  and 
the  source  whence. obtained,  I  do  not  consider  of  much  value. 

The  enclosed  manuscript  in  pencil  Mr.  Merriman  handed  me  soon 
after  his  arrival,  also  the  accompanying  list  of  loyal  and  disloyal  citi¬ 
zens  of  Georgetown.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d  an  extensive  and  dis- 
tant  conflagration  was  visible  in  tlie  bearing  of  Georgetown. 

Oil  the  24th,  about  1:30  p.  m.,  a  steamer  passed  to  the  northward 
without  communicating,  and  I  after  learned  she  was  the  Connecticut. 
Dad  her  commander  have  communicated  with  me  I  would  have  been 
enabled  to  send  the  prisoners  I  have  on  board  to  New  York. 

About i  2  P- in.  the  Albatross  arrived  and  I  communicated  to  Com- 
manner  1  rentiss  all  the  information  in  my  possession. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  took  my  departure  for  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient -servant, 


Wm,  E.  Lb  Roy, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Li6TTnt  fUli8'  U •  S-  ¥a'1^  regarding  a  reconnaissance  in 
the  Savannah  Liver  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Confederate  ironclad. 

1r  7  T>.  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 

Mud  Liver,  South  Carolina ,  March  30,  1862. 
Sir.  T  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following: 

Yesterday,  at  7  o’clock  p.  m.,  Mr.  William  H.  Bulbs  the  const  nilnt 
attached  to  tins  vessel,  proceeded  out  of  this  river  and  up  the  Savan- 
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nah  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  of  what  I  have  judged 
to  be  an  ironclad  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

•The  following  are  the  results  of  his  observations:  He  passed  across 
to  Elba  Island  and  pulled  along  close  in  to  the  marsh;  went  through  a 
creek  which  puts  into  the  south  channel;  heard  men  at  work;  heard 
them  talk;  heard  these  expressions,  “Put  the  tube  up”;  also,  “Make 
it  well  fast.”  Thinks  they  are  sinking  infernal  machines,  or  torpedoes, 
on  the  bar. 

Just  above  the  bar  was  what  seemed  to  be  a  bridge,  extending  from 
the  rice  plantation  two-thirds  of  the  way  across  toward  Fort  Jackson. 
Saw  the  ironclad  steamer  distinctly.  She  is  a  propeller  with  a  long, 
slim  smokestack;  was  near  enough  to  hear  talking  on  board,  as  follows: 
“  Have  you  got  a  heat  on1?”  “  Bring  her  along.”  Did  not  understand 

the  rest  of  the  sentences. 

The  workmen  appeared  to  be  riveting  boilers.  This  was  on  board  of 
a  large  side-wheel  steamer;  thinks  it  was  the  Everglade.  The  ironclad 
vessel  seemed  to  be  120  feet  in  length,  very  low  in  the  water.  Enclosed 
I  forward  a  sketch*  of  the  steamer  as  near  correct  as  present  evidence 
admits.  It  varies  somewhat  from  the  one  previously  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant  in  Command. 

Lieutenant  1ST.  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy ,  U.  S.  JSTavy,  commanding 

U.  8.  bark  Restless,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Lydia  and 

Mary  in  Santee  River ,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Off  Bull's  Bay ,  March  30,  1802. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  discovering  yesterday 
two  other  schooners  making  their  way  from  Santee  to  Charleston,  I 
sent  another  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry 
Eason  with  orders  to  interceptor  destroy  them.  He  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  out  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  with  a  cargo  of  2,600  bushels  of 
rice  and  two  coils  of  rope.  The  crew  took  to  their  boat  as  soon  as  they 
discovered  the  armed  boat,  after  trying  to  erase  the  name  from  the 
schooner’s  stern. 

The  other  schooner,  its  name  being  entirely  defaced,  was  also 
deserted.  She  had  a  cargo  of  rice  and  about  600  bushels  of  corn  meal, 
but  there  being  only  one  boat’s  crew,  the  other  ship’s  boat  being 
employed  in  getting  the  schooner  Julia  Worden  ready  lor  sea,  Mr. 
Eason  was  compelled  to  destroy  her,  which  he  effected  by  setting  her 
on  lire. 

The  Lydia  and  Mary  also  had  neither  flag  nor  papers  on  board,  but 
being  evidently  engaged  in  the  supply  of  provisions  for  the  city  of 
Charleston,  and  captured  in  the  waters  of  Santee,  I  considered  her  a  law- 
tul  prize.  Of  the  eleven  prisoners  taken  in  the  schooners  captured  the 
day  before,  and  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  five  are  old  and  decrepit 
slaves  (one  of  them  90  years  old,  and  the  others  more  than  60  years), 
requested  to  be  set  ashore  at  Cape  Romain  light  house.  I  granted  their 
request,  having  already  so  many  contrabands  and  prisoners  on  board 
and  expecting  more.  _ 


*Not  found. 
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The  captain  of  the  schooner  Julia  Worden ,  now  a  prisoner  on  board 
this  vessel,  reports  that  there  are  about  5,000  Union  men  in  Charleston 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  Federal  troops  to  take  possession  of  the  city 
and  to  come  to  their  succor;  he  also  reports  that  when  the  boats  of  our 
vessel  destroyed  the  first  four  schooners  on  the  14th  ultimo,  the 
Southern  ‘‘chivalry,”  encamped  at  Harper’s  Point,  mistook  them  for  a 
part  of  the  Burnside’s  expedition,  set  tire  to  their  tents  and  fled  in 
trepidation. 

At  8  o’clock  p.  m.  yesterday  a  light  was  discovered  to  come  out  from 
Bull’s  Island,  and  being  informed  of  a  light-draft  steamboat  coming  twice 
a  week  from  Charleston  with  provisions  for  the  troops  at  Bull’s  Island, 
cleared  the  ship  for  action,  cast  loose  the  battery,  and  had  all  the  small 
arms  brought  on  deck,  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  being  about  3 
miles  astern  of  us,  and  the  schooner  Julia  Worden  at  anchor  at  our  lee. 

Owing  to  the  contrabands  and  prisoners  on  board,  our  provisions  will 
soon  be  exhausted,  and  being  out  of  water  and  fuel  I  got  underway 
and  stood  for  Charleston  in  company  with  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary 
to  report  to  you. 

I  also  would  respectfully  request  that  a  survey  may  be  held  on  the 
top  sides  and  the  sheathing  of  the  deck  of  this  vessel.  They  are  leak¬ 
ing  so  badly  that  the  crew  have  very  uncomfortable  quarters,  and  their 
hammocks  are  constantly  wet. 

The  oil  is  also  exhausted,  and  scarcely  enough  left  for  binnacle  light, 
notwithstanding  there  has  not  been  any  oil  used  for  other  purposes  for 
forty  days  or  more. 

In  closing  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  should  you  order  this  vessel 
back  to  her  station,  I  would  deem  it  advisable  to  have  another  armed 
vessel  accompany  us.  Having  during  the  last  month  destroyed  and 
captured  nine  coasting  vessels,  they  may,  in  all  probability,  send  two 
or  three  steamers  from  Charleston  and  in  a  dark  and  calm  night  attack 
us  at  a  disadvantage. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  Eason’s  report  and 
am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Florida,  Senior  Officer  off 'Charleston. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Off  Bull's' Bay,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  28th  instant,  I  proceeded 
in  charge  of  an  armed  boat  of  this  ship  to  the  channel  of  Santee  River 
and  followed  its  tortuous  course  about  5  miles,  where  I  found  the  rebel 
schooners.  I  boarded  the  first  one  and  found  her  deserted.  In  the 
meantime  I  noticed  the  sails  of  the  second  being  lowered  and  instantly 
started  for  her,  but  before  1  arrived  the  crew  had  left.  She  was  a 
schooner  of  about  50  tons  burden  and  having  a  cargo  of  some  500  or  600 
bushels  of  corn  meal;  her  name  was  defaced. 

I  set  her  on  fire  and  returned  to  the  first  one,  whose  name  was  par¬ 
tially  scraped  off,  and  no  papers  found  on  board  either  of  them.  I  suc¬ 
ceeded,  however,  in  making  out  her  name,  which  proved  to  be  Lydia 
and  j\lai  y.  She  is  a  schooner  ot  60  tons  burden,  and  had  a  cargo  of  rice, 
3  sacks  of  corn,  and  2  coils  ot  rope.  By  the  almost  superhuman  exer¬ 
tions  ot  my  boat’s  crew  I  succeeded  in  towing  her  some  miles,  when 
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we  got  aground,  and  1  was  obliged  to  await  the  high  water  in  the 
morning.  Alter  removing  her  from  the  shoals,  so  much  time  had  expired 
in  taking  her  to  the  bar  opposite  the  channel  that  I  had  to  await  the 
flood  tide,  that  I  might  be  able  to  run  her  over  the  bar.  In  trying  to 
haul  her  over  I  lost  the  hedge  anchor  and  her  starboard  anchor  with  10 
fathoms  chain.  A  strong  tide  against  her  course  and  a  head  wind  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  arriving  sooner. 

The  men  under  my  charge*  performed  their  laborious  duties  cheer- 
fnlly  and  without  a  murmur. 

There  were  farmhouses  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  schoonei’’s 
anchorage  and  McClellan’s  Point,  with  an  encampment  of  about  500 
men. 

Hoping  that  I  have  gained  your  approbation, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eason, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  Conroy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 


Report  of  Commander  Coldsborough ,  if.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.,  8. 

Florida ,  regarding  naval  affairs  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Off  Charleston ,  March  30 ,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  :  Late  this  evening  the  bark  Restless ,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Conroy,  anchored  off  Charleston  with  his  second  prize,  Lydia 
and  Mary ,  which  he  captured  on  the  29tli  instant,  in  Cape  Rornain 
Passage,  from  Santee,  bound  to  Charleston,  loaded  with  rice  and  corn 
meal. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy  informs  me  that  he  has  sunk  three 
schooners  in  the  passage,  stopping  up  completely  for  the  time  being  the 
inland  water  communication  from  Santee  to  Charleston.  The  Restless 
being  short  of  provisions,  leaking  very  badly  on  her  spar  deck  and 
bends,  being  also  short  of  many  articles  that  we  are  not  able  to  supply, 
and  having  many  prisoners  and  contrabands  on  board,  I  have  directed 
him  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  with  the  Lydia  and  Mary  and  report  to 
you.  I  shall  dispatch  the  Onward  immediately  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Restless  off  Bull’s  Bay. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  my  boilers  are  getting  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  requiring  overhauling  and  repairing.  My  coal  is  short, 
having  about  GO  tons  only  remaining,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
return  to  Port  Royal  in  about  a  week  to  repair  my  boilers  and  coal.  I 
ask  your  permission  to  do  so,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  R.  Coldsborough, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Enclosed  you  will  tiud  a  late  Charleston  paper. 


684 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Lardner ,  £7.  <8. 
Navy,  to  assume  direction  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston ,  BulVs  Hay , 
and  Stono. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  N.  6'.,  March  30,  1862. 

Though  you  may  not  have  obtained  all  the  coal  you  desire,  1  have  to 
request  that  you  will  sail  in  the  morning  and  assume  the  direction  of 
the  blockade  of  Charleston,  Bull’s  Bay,  and  Stono,  making  the  best 
disposition  you  can  of  whatever  force  you  may  have  from  day  to  day. 

In  consequence  of  some  alarm  at  Edisto,  as  I  informed  you,  the 
Sumpter  was  sent  there  from  off  Charleston,  but  was  then  dispatched 
here  with  reports  to  the  army. 

Those  alarms  have  been  repeated,  and  a  boat  from  the  Dale  informs 
me  the  pickets  have  been  driven  in  there — I  mean  at  Edisto.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Bhind  may  require  another  vessel,  and  I  have  to 
direct  that  on  your  arrival  off  Charleston  you  will  order  the  Sumpter  to 
return  to  Edisto  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind.  The 
Sumpter  has  but  little  coal,  and  little  provision.  I  will  endeavor  to 
supply  her  at  Edisto,  but  if  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  can  spare 
her  she  can  come  here.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison  has  been 
most  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  blockading  continually  for 
sixty  days. 

Leaving  all  to  your  zeal  and  [discretion], 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  determined  to  send  the  Dale 
into  Edisto,  so  that  when  it  is  necessary  to  send  the  Sumpter  for  coal 
and  provisions,  please  let  her  come  direct  to  Port  Royal.  When  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Pattison  left  here  on  Friday  be  thought  he  could 
hold  out  a  week. 


S.  F.  D.  P. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 

Du  Font,  l  .  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  defense  in  the  ‘waters  of 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  March  30,  1862. 

Commodore:  Yours  of  yesterday  was  received  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers." 

General  Yiele  expressing  himself  sanguine  as  to  the  necessity  of 
placing  hulks  in  the  Savannah,  and  having  no  suitable  boat  to  do  it 
with,  1  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  ask  you  for  the  tugboats  for  that 
purpose.  1  presume  that  the  general  will  be  caretul  and  not  hazard 
these  boats  to  the  fire  of  the  rebel  navy  if  it  possibly  can  be  avoided. 
I  am  very  thankful  to  you  for  your  willingness  and  readiness  in  furnish¬ 
ing  them. 

I  really  am  not  aware  of  General  Viele’s  meaning  in  expressing  his 
fears  for  the  safety  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  case  of  an  attack  of  the 
alleged  ironclad  gunboats.  I  entertained  hopes  that  you  would  inter¬ 
pret  it,  and  therefore  sent  you  a  copy. 
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Captain  Rodgers  lias  spoken  of  the  propriety  of  sending  the  Dale  to 
North  Edisto,  instead  of  detaining  her  at  Otter  Island.  I  think  that 
would  be  an  excellent  arrangement,  as  I  consider  North  Edisto  com¬ 
paratively  weak,  considering  the  flank  and  rear  of  that  position  and  its 
proximity  to  Charleston.  Otter  Island,  as  now  armed  and  garrisoned, 
I  consider  strong  enough  to  resist  any  force  that  can  be  brought 
against  it. 

Captain  R.  has  also  spoken  of  the  sloop  of  war  now  at  Tybee.  I 
consider  Tybee  sufficiently  armed  to  stop  any  vessels  endeavoring  to 
pass  through  that  channel,  except  ironclad  vessels;  and  if  that  ship 
can  be  put  to  a  better  service  I  would  certainly  recommend  it. 

As  to  the  gunboats  in  Mud  aud  Wright’s  rivers,  it  is  hard  to  say 
what  is  sufficient  there.  The  batteries  were  established  in  the  Savan¬ 
nah  River  with  the  understanding  that  the  approaches  through  Mud, 
Wright’s,  and  New  rivers  were  to  be  covered  by  gunboats.  We  have 
no  force  that  can  prevent  these  batteries  being  taken  in  rear  by  three 
different  approaches  unless  stationed  on  Hog  Marsh  and  the  mainland 
about  Red  Bluff.  The  first  is  out  of  the  question,  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground;  the  second  would  require  a  larger  force,  considering  the 
liability  of  being  assailed  by  an  overwhelming  force  from  Savannah 
and  Hardeeville,  than  I  am  prepared  to  send  there.  The  occasional 
anpearance  of  a  gunboat  in  New  River,  therefore,  1  have  always  deemed 
important  and  necessary.  A  gunboat  to  sweep  Upper  Wright’s  River 
is  also  important  and  necessary;  and  the  two  now  lying  in  Mud  River, 
to  prevent  an  assault  from  that  direction,  are  certainly  no  more  than 
sufficient.  If  there  are  any  ironclad  boats  to  assail  us,  I  have  not  suf¬ 
ficient  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  that  species  ot  vessel  to  say  what 
such  a  contingency  would  demand. 

'  I  am,  commodore,  with  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Wabash. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Truxtun,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Dale ,  regarding  a  change  of  station  from 
St.  Helena  Sound  to  North  Fdisto ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  March  30 ,  1862. 

Sir:  General  Sherman  is  ot  opinion  that  the  Dale  is  not  necessaiy 
to  the  protection  of  the  garrison  at  Otter  Island,  and  seems  desirous 
that  I  should  increase  the  naval  force  at  Edisto. 

You  will,  with  the  Dale  under  your  command,  proceed  to  .North 
Edisto  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader , 
for  service  in  that  river.  The  steamer  which  takes  this  dispatch  will 
carry  the  provisions  required  by  you. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  zealous  aud  efficient 
manner  with  which  you  have  discharged  your  duties  while  holding  St. 

Helena  Sound.  . 

I  will  write  to  the  Bureau  in  reference  to  the  sails  for  your  vessel. 
The  requisition  of  which  you  speak  in  one  of  your  late  communications 
was  forwarded. 

The  transport  steamer  is  to  tow  you  out  and  into  Edisto. 
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I  have  received  your  report  on  the  charge  made  by  the  United  States 
resident  agent,  through  his  clerk,  against  an  officer  and  boat’s  crew  of 
your  vessel,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
W.  H.  Reynolds. 

The  charge  in  this  case  seems  to  have  had  little  foundation,  and  the 
explanation  given  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

U.  IS.  Ship  Dale ,  St.  Helena  Sound. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale  to  his  com¬ 
mand  in  North  Edisto. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  30,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  received  during  my  absence  from  Port  Royal  several 
interesting  communications  from  you,  detailing  events  in  North  Edisto, 
which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  before  of  acknowledging. 

General  Sherman  appears  to  apprehend  an  attack  upon  the  part  of 
the  enemy  in  North  Edisto,  and  as  the  Dale  is  no  longer  required  for 
the  protection  of  the  batteries  on  Otter  Island,  I  have  determined  to 
send  her  to  you. 

I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  send  you  the  Ellen.  She 
is  at  Jacksonville,  very  much  in  want  of  repairs.  I  have,  however, 
directed  the  Sumpter  to  return  to  Port  Royal,  and  will  dispatch  her  by 
Edisto  after  she  has  received  her  provisions  and  repaired. 

If  you  desire  to  come  to  Port  Royal  in  the  Crusader  after  the  Sumpter 
arrives  at  Edisto,  or  if  you  deem  the  Dale  sufficient  without  the  Sumpter , 
you  can  do  so,  returning  to  Edisto  so  soon  as  you  have  filled  up. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Lieutenant 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  North  Edisto. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  orders 
issued  in  relation  to  the  De  Costa  affair. 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  31,  1862. 
Sir:  On  Saturday  last  I  wrote  you  by  the  steamer  Darlington  giv¬ 
ing  you  an  account  of  what  had  been  accomplished  up  to  that  date. 

This  morning  I  sent  Captain  Arnrnen  in  the  Seneca  to  Orange  Mills 
to  attend  to  the  De  Costa  affair,  and  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  mv 
orders  to  him,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approval 
We  are  greatly  in  want  of  provisions,  coal,  etc. 

Captain  Ammen  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  two  guns  which  were 
sunk  some  10  or  12  miles  below  Jacksonville. 
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Everything  remains  quiet  here,  though  we  have  reason  to  believe  the 
enemy  are  concentrating  a  force  of  some  2,500  men  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENSj 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Seneca  under  your  command 
to  Orange  Mills,  at  as  early  an  hour  as  is  practicable  to  morrow,  to 
carry  out  the  intentions  signified  in  the  notices  I  have  handed  to  you. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  person  known  as  Dr.  Mays  is  the  one 
responsible  for  the  abduction  of  De  Costa.  If,  upon  investigation,  you 
find  this  to  be  the  fact,  his  premises  alone  are  to  be  destroyed,  should 
this  be  necessary.  If  others  are  implicated  in  the  matter,  I  leave  it  to 
your  discretion  to  do  what  is  right  and  just. 

On  your  return,  please  make  a  written  report  of  your  proceedings 
to  me. 


Respectfully,  yours, 


T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. Navy, in  response  to  request  for  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  gunboats  in  Wright? s  Liver,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Wright/ s  River,  South  Carolina ,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  29th  instant,  requiring  certain  information  in  regard  to 
the  gunboats  at  this  place. 

The  draft  of  the  supposed  ironclad  vessel  is  unknown.  Should  it 
exceed  S  feet  6  inches  (8£  feet)  she  could  not  reach  the  E.  B.  Hale  or 
Western  World  at  high  water  of  the  ordinary  spring  tides.  With  a 
less  draft  she  could  approach  from  Savannah  River  through  Mud  River 
to  the  boom,  300  yards* distant  from  the  E.  B.  Hale  and  500  from  the 
Western  World.  The  boom  is  a  temporary  obstruction  only.  But 
without  leaving  the  deep  water  of  the  Savannah  River  she  can  approach 
within  1,600  yards  of  those  vessels. 

This  vessel  in  her  present  position  could  not  give  any  aid  to  the  bat¬ 
teries  if  attacked  from  the  westward. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  four  guns  on  the  shore  opposite  the  L.  B. 
Hale  would  be  more  eff  ective  for  protecting  the  Yen  us  Point  battery 
and  the  landing  in  Mud  River  than  the  nine  guns  of  the  Hale  and 
Western  World ,  to  say  nothing  of  the  better  security  tor  the  men  I 
believe  that  Captain  John  Hamilton,  chief  ot  artillery  ot  General  Slier- 
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man’s  division,  entertains,  with  myself,  the  opinion  that  the  gunboats 
are  almost  useless  for  aiding  the  batteries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Truxtun ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  calling  attention  to  the  unpro¬ 
tected  condition  of  the  South  Edisto  River. 


U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina .,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant.  I  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  with  this  ship  to  the  North  Edisto  as  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  with  the  provisions  as  possible. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  exposed  and  unpro¬ 
tected  condition  of  the  South  Edisto  River.  There  is  nothing  to  pre¬ 
vent  steamers  from  entering  it  at  any  time  and  moving  their  cargoes 
up  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  railroad.  The  earthworks  on  Big  Bay 
Point  are  in  good  condition,  one  or  two  guns  placed  in  them,  with  not 
more  than  two  companies,  would  effectually  seal  up  its  only  channel, 
which  passes  within  easy  range  of  the  lightest  caliber.  I  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  commander  of  this  post  to  the  fact  and  he  has,  I 
believe,  written  to  General  Sherman  on  the  subject. 

I  am  quite  sure  there  is  water  enough  for  a  short  and  light-dralt 
gunboat  to  ascend  the  South  Edisto  to  Jeliossee  Island,  the  base  of 
the  rebel  operations;  if  so,  that  island  could  be  rendered  untenable  by 
the  enemy,  who  would  be  obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  mainland,  thus 
leaving  all  of  the  Edisto  islands  protected  by  the  river  from  sudden 
attack. 


If  the  general  commanding  decides  to  occupy  Big  Bay  Point,  I  do 
not  think  there  will  be  the  least  necessity  for  a  vessel  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood,  unless  you  should  wish  to  carry  on  operations  farther  up  tbe 
South  Edisto  in  conjunction  with  the  force  in  the  North  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Fla 


W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant,  Commandina. 

g-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Codon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohi¬ 
can,  regarding  immediate  depart  ure  from  St.  Simon’s  Sound  to  Wassau\ 
as  directed.  ’ 


U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

St.  Si  molds  Sound,  March  31,  1862. 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  29th  instant,  per  Bibb.  1  proceed  forthwith  to  Wassaw,  as  directed. 

On  arriving  there  I  shall  have  not  over  15  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and 
ot  course,  under  the  information  you  give  me,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  up  considerable  steam.  J 

My  provisions  are  also  very  low;  a  prompt  supply  of  coal,  at  all 
events,  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  shall  direct  Lieutenant  Com- 
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manding  Balcli  to  remove  tlie  railroad  iron  from  the  Jekyl  Island  fort, 
although  I  do  not  believe  the  rebels  would  attempt  to  occupy  the  place 
other  than  as  sharpshooters  and-  as  a  means  of  attack  upon  boats.  The 
rails  are  valuable  and  I  will  have  them  cared  for,  to  be  removed  when 
convenient.  The  battery  I  will  direct  to  be  blown  .up. 

I  have  furnished  some  old  muskets  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balcli,  to  be  given  to  the  contrabands  now  on  shore  for  their  protection 
from  night  attacks. 

I  trust  that  a  small  vessel  be  sent  at  once  to  Doboy  Island.  This 
will  place  St.  Simon’s  Island  under  control  of  our  vessels.  Other 
contrabands  are  arriving.  I  write  in  haste  in  order  not  to  detain  the 
Bibb ,  and  hope  to  reach  YVassaw  by  to-night. 

The  Pocahontas  is  greatly  in  want  of  coal  and  provisions,  and  should 
be  supplied  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Codon,  ' 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch. 


Instructions  from  Commander  Codon ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Balch , 

U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  a  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  former  from  St. 

Simon's  Sound. 

U.  S,  S.  Mohican, 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  Under  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief,  I  shall  leave  here 
at  once.  You  will  therefore  remain  in  charge.  I  wish  you  would,  with 
as  large  a  force  as  you  can,  at  once  remove  the  railroad  iron  from  the 
bombproof  on  the  fort  of  Jekyl  Island  and  place  it  in  some  convenient 
spot  above  high-water  mark  for.  shipment,  after  which  blow  up  the 
casemates.  It  would  be  well  to  send  your  launch  from  time  to  time 
some  distance  up  the  inland  passage  of  St.  Simon’s  Island  to  recon- 
noiter,  using  every  caution  prudence  would  suggest,  to  obtain  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  movements  about  the  island.  I  leave  in  your  charge  the 
little  colony  of  contrabands,  and  shall  urge  upon  the  commander  in 
chief  the  necessity  of  sending  a  vessel  to  Doboy,  subject  tq  your  orders. 
I  send  eight  flint-lock  muskets,  which  you  can  distribute  to  the  contra¬ 
bands  for  self-protection  from  night  attacks,  which,  however,  I  do  not 
anticipate.  1  know  you  will  give  every  encouragement  to  the  contra¬ 
bands  to  push  forward  their  cultivation  and  so  prove  themselves  self- 
supporting.  I  shall  call  attention  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  your 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  We  have  now  been  closely  engaged  in 
the  same  work  for  nearly  a  month,  and  on  separating  from  you  for  a 
time  allow  me  to  tender  to  you,  as  well  as  to  your  officers  and  men,  my 
thanks  for  your  ready  and  efficient  aid  in  all  our  operations  and  the 
cheerful  spirit  you  have  always  evinced  in  whatever  work  your  ship 
was  called  upon  to  perform. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

[Lieutenant  G.  B.  Balgii,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas .] 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  stating  the  cause  of  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  steamer  Darlington,  and  announcing  success  in  securing  the 
yacht  A  merica. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  31,  1862. 
My  Dear  Captain  :  I  hope  you  will  appreciate  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  keep  the  Darlington  and  Mr.  [James  O.]  Mattair  so 
long  away  from  you.  Mr.  M.  started  in  the  Darlington  last  Saturday, 
expecting  to  reach  Fernaudina,  in  search  of  thefiag-olficer ;  but  learning 
that  the  flagship  had  gone  to  Port  lioyal,  the  Darlington,  with  the  boats 
of  the  Wabash,  followed  him  there,  leaving  Mr.  Mattair  on  board  the 
Belvidere,  off  St.  John’s  Bar.  Without  his  assistance  I  could  not  have 
moved  toward  the  interior;  with  it,  I  have  gone  some  120  miles  inland, 
and  have  done,  I  hope,  some  good.  We  have  succeeded,  among  other 
things,  in  getting  the  yacht  America. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

T.  H.  Stevens. 


Captain  P.  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  Mary’s. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  furnish  to  the  Department  reports  of  vessels  boarded  and  the  stations 
of  blockading  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  March  31,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean  on  the  6th  September  last,  directing  that  weekly  report  of 
vessels  boarded  and  spoken  be  sent  to  the  Department.  It  does  not 
appear  on  record  that  you  were  requested  to  send  similar  reports. 
Your  attention  is,  however,  called  to  it,  and  you  will  have  them  regu¬ 
larly  forwarded.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  prepare  and  transmit  to 
the  Department  every  fortnight  a  statement  of  the  respective  stations 
of  the  several  vessels  composing  your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Direct  the  commander  of  each  vessel  under  your  command  to 
furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement  weekly  of  each  and  every  vessel 
seen  and  boarded,  with  date,  name,  name  of  captain,  nationality,  posi¬ 
tion,  cargo,  where  from,  where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary.  All  commanders  will  take  care  to  examine  the 
character  of  every  vessel  within  their  reach.  You  will  send  a  copy  of 
these  reports  to  the  Department  as  opportunity  occurs,  with  explana¬ 
tions,  if  any  vessel  shall  be  seen  and  not  thoroughly  examined.  *  *  * 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Captain  W.  W.  McKean, 

Appointed  Flag-Officer,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officers  McKean ,  Farragut, 
and  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  alleged  violations  of  the  blockade 
of  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  March  31,  1862. 
Sir  :  It  is  represented  that  vessels  frequently  run  the  blockade  at 
Charleston,  and  that  a  constant,  if  not  extensive,  communication  is  kept 
up  between  that  port  and  Nassau,  [New  Providence].  Small  vessels 
loaded  with  Cotton  are  represented  as  arriving  almost  daily  at  Havana. 

The  sensitiveness  that  exists  in  regard  to  the  blockade,  and  every¬ 
thing  that  indicates  commercial  intercourse  with  the  people  blockaded, 
renders  it  necessary  there  should  be  unremitting  vigilance  to  prevent 
such  intercourse.  While  the  Department  desires  to  and  must  confide 
to  the  flag-officers  the  disposition  and  arrangement  of  the  vessels  com¬ 
posing  their  respective  squadrons,  and  has  every  reason  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  manner  in  which  your  duties  have  been  discharged,  it  has 
deemed  it  not  improper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  alleged  intercourse 
at  Charleston.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  much  exaggeration  in  the 
matter,  but  every  precaution  should  be  used. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  masters  and  crews  of  British  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudica¬ 
tion. 

Navy  Department,  April  1, 1862. 
Sir:  Complaint  has  been  made  by  the  English  minister  of  the  sep¬ 
aration  of  masters  and  crews  of  vessels  seized  for  violation  of  the 
blockade  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  claiming  that  it  is  not  regular, 
and  may  be,  especially  as  regards  the  master,  attended  with  serious 
detriment  to  the  owners. 

So  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  the  officers  and  crews  will  be  • 
kept  together  and  will  be  sent  into  port  with  the  prize. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton ,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Rockwell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rope,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to 
St.  John's  Bar,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  in  the  Rope  to  St.  John’s 
Bar,  and  from  there  send  Master’s  Mate  Redding,  with  one  of  your 
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boats,  armed,  to  Jacksonville  or  any  nearer  place  where  one  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  can  be  found.  When  lie  has  performed  this  duty,  you  will  return 
to  this  place. 

V  ery  respectfully, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Acting  Master  Jno.  E.  Rockwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hope ,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  St.  Simon’’ s  Sound. 
Georgia,  and  relieve  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  St.  Simon’s,  Ga.,  with  the  Alabama 
under  your  command  and  relieve  the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Balch,  dispatching  him  here  for  coal  and  supplies. 

You  will  obtain  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  information  connected  with  the  occupation  of  those  waters  while 
held  by  Commander  Godon  and  himself,  giving  protection  to  a  colony 
of.  contrabands  already  formed  on  St.  Simon’s  Island. 

Acting  Master  Godfrey  will  go  on  board  of  you  to  pilot  you  out  of 
this  harbor  and  into  St.  Simon’s.  I ‘lease  see  that  he  returns  m  the 
Pocahontas.  He  informs  me  that  in  order  to  be  at  the  Brunswick  Bar 
in  proper  time,  you  should  leave  here  by  9  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  South  Carolina.  . 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of 
light-houses  on  the  Southern  coast. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  During  a  recent  cruise  in  this  ship  on  the  coast,  extending  as  far 
south  as  Mosquito  Inlet,  east  Florida,  I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  light  houses  as  left  by  the  rebels,  believing  such 
information  would  be  of  interest  to  the  Light-House  Board. 

1st.  The  tower  at  Cape  Romain  is  standing,  but  the  lantern  and  iron 
railing  at  top  were  all  broken  and  the  apparatus  itself  ruthlessly 
destroyed,  the  blockading  officer  who  landed  under  it  having  picked 
up  the  prisms. 

2d.  The  structure  at  Bull’s  Bay  seems  to  have  been  treated  in  the 
same  way;  everything  recklessly  broken,  down  to  the  oil  cans,  etc. 

3d.  At  Charleston  the  tower  was  blown  up  last  winter. 

4th.  At  St.  Helena  the  tower  was  likewise  blown  up.  Immediately 
after  our  occupation  here,  portions  of  the  lens  were  recovered  and  sent 
north. 

5tli.  At  Tybee  the  Board  is  aware  that  the  tower  is  standing,  but  the 
interior  was  burned  and  the  lantern  much  iujured.  It  is  presumed  the 
lens  was  taken  to  Savannah. 
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6tli.  At  Little  Cumberland  tlie  tower  and  lantern  are  uninjured. 
The  lens,  with  that  of  St.  Simon’s,  was  carefully  packed  and  sent  to 
Brunswick,  but  the  commanding  officer  there,  Commander  Godon,  has 
not  been  able  to  find  them  in  the  store  indicated  by  the  light  house 
keeper  at  Little  Cumberland. 

Stli.  The  tower  and  lantern  at  Fernandina  remain  in  good  order,  but 
the  lens  has  not  been  recovered;  it  is  said  to  have  been  taken  to 
Tallahassee. 

9th.  At  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s  both  the  new  and  the  old  towers 
are  standing,  the  new  one  in  good  order.  The  officer  holding  the  St. 
John’s  River,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  has  orders  to  search 
for  the  apparatus  and  collect  all  the  aids  to  navigation.  Many  of  the 
buoys  have  been  found,  including  the  bell  buoy. 

10th.  At  St.  Augustine  the  tower  is  in  perfect  order.  The  rebel  col¬ 
lector,  who  remained,  at  first  denied  knowing  where  the  apparatus  was, 
but  on  my  having  him  arrested,  and  with  orders  to  have  him  kept  on 
board  the  gunboat  in  the  harbor  until  it  was  produced,  he  dispatched 
carts  to  the  country  and  it  has  been  brought  in,  together  with  the 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  Cape  Canaveral  liglit-house.  They  seemed 
to  have  been  carefully  packed  and  are  now  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,- on  board  the  Isaac  Smith. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  intentions  of  the  Board  as  to  relighting  this 
coast,  nor  am  1  prepared  to  make  any  suggestions  in  reference  to  it. 
Where  we  have  an  inside  blockade,  as  at  Bull’s  Bay,  Edisto,  St.  Helena, 
Tybee,  Brunswick,  Fernandina,  St.  John’s  "River,  and  St.  Augustine,  it 
could  be  done  with  security,  excepting,  perhaps,  Bull’s  Bay.  There  is, 
however,  no  commerce  yet,  and  the  meu-of-war  and  transports  have 
pilots.  A  regular  buoy  tender,  to  avoid  the  chartering  of  a  vessel, 
might  be  of  service.  Outlie  whole,  we  are  getting  on  well,  and  this 
work  might  be  commenced  more  advantageously  later. 

May  I  ask  how  are  the  people  in  the  Port  Royal  light  vessel  to  be 
paid?  The  captain  came -yesterday  to  see  me  about  it.  As  yet  they 
have  had  nothing.  As  you  are  aw'are,  directing  expenditures  outside 
of  the  regular  expenditures,  even  in  time  of  war,  is  difficult  to  accom¬ 
plish,  but  these  men  are  suffering. 

With  my  best  respects  to  the  individual  members  of  the  Board,  and 
cordial  regards  to  yourself, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -  Officer. 

[Superintendent  Light-House  Board.] 


Order  of  Flag-Officer 
Wavy ,  commanding 


S.  C. 


Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  JJ.  S. 
U.  S.  S.  Huron ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston , 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  (J.,  April  2,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Huron  under  your  command, 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  duty  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron,  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  DuPont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  U'.'  8.  8.  Onward  in  Bull’s  Bay ,  South  Carolina ,  April 
2-12 ,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C .,  1862.  _ 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  detailing  proceedings  at  Bull’s  Bay.  He 
crossed  the  bar  with  the  Onward  on  the  7th  ultimo  and  anchored  within 
800  yards  of  the  light  house  on  Bull’s  Island  and  opened  fire  on  a  small 
work  situated  about  50  yards  to  the  southward  of  the  light  house. 
Shortly  after  he  landed  in  his  boats,  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Onward. 
The  rebels  fired  upon  the  party,  but,  not  awaiting  an  attack,  escaped 
from  the  island  to  the  mainland. 

The  Onward  has  now  complete  command  of  the  channel,  so  that  no 
vessel  can  either  enter  or  go  out. 

One  schooner  attempted  to  pass  in,  not  aware  of  a  blockading  ship 
being  inside  the  bar,  but,  on  discovering  its  mistake  in  time,  tacked 
and  ran  down  the  coast,  when  she  was  discovered  by  the  Huron  and 
run  on  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Onward, 

Bulls  Bay ,  April  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  here  on  the  2d  of 
this  month,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  Ith  I  went  in  my  boat  to  examine 
the  channel  to  Bull’s  Bay  and  also  the  island;  but  discovering  nothing 
of  importance  that  night,  I  returned  to  the  ship,  and  on  the  following 
afternoon  I  again  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  the  first  cutter. 

On  nearing  the  fortification,  situated  about  50  yards  to  the  southward 
of  the  light-house,  I  noticed  indications  of  the  island  being  occupied, 
and  pulled  to  within  100  yards  of  the  beach,  and  succeeded  in  drawing 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  about  fifteen  shots  without  injur¬ 
ing  anyone.  Being  uncertain  of  the  number  on  the  island,  and  dark¬ 
ness  coming  on,  we  retired  to  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  made  a  sail  in  the  offing,  chased  and  boarded 
the  schooner  Henry  Nutt ,  from  New  York,  bound  to  North  Edisto; 
returned  and  anchored  near  the  bar. 

Monday  morning,  the  7th,  I  went  in  and  sounded  and  buoyed  the 
channel  to  Bull’s  Bay,  and  at  1.30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded 
in  over  the  bar  (touching  slightly  in  doing  so)  and  came  to  anchor  in 
4  fathoms  within  800  yards  of  the  light  house;  opened  fire  on  the  fort 
and  woods  near  the  beach  to  see  if  the  enemy  (if  any)  could  be  driven 
out.  After  firing  a  couple  of  broadsides,  I  then  started  with  the  gig 
and  first  cutter  to  make  a  landing,  and  on  nearing  the  beach  we  were 
again  fired  upon  from  the  fort.  I  then  sent  back  the  first  cutter  with 
instructions  to  Mr.  Dill,  the  second  officer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  to 
throw  a  few  more  shell  and  cover  our  lauding,  which  he  did  (he  seeing 
the  enemy  from  the  ship  prepared  to  dispute  our  landing,  and  we  not 
able  to  see  them,  owing  to  the  high  bank)  by  throwing  shell  among  them 
just  as  we  were  landing,  which  landing  we  accomplished  as  soon  -as 
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possible,  but  too  late  to  prevent  them  from  escaping  to  tbe  mainland 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  in  boats,  setting  lire  to  a  house  in 
their  hasty  flight,  which  we  discovered  (next  day,  8tli)  to  belong  to  W. 
H.  Wliilden,  the  former  keeper  of  the  light  house.  On  9th,  sent  parties 
on  the  island,  and  after  a  thorough  search  found  it  to  be  entirely 
abandoned.  We  are  now  lying  inside  the  bar  at  anchor  in  4  fathoms 
of  water  within  about  800  yards  of  the  light  house,  having  complete 
command  of  the  channel,  so  that  no  vessel  can  enter  or  go  out. 

Although  1  am  aware  that  we  are  liable  to  be  attacked  by  steamers 
from  Charleston  by  the  inland  passage,  yet  we  are  fully  prepared,  and 
by  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  we  feel  able  to  resist  any  attack  they  may 
make  on  us.  Although,  of  course,  you  are  aware  that  we  can  not  ma¬ 
neuver  a  sailing  [vessel]  as  we  could  a  steamer,  being  only  able  to  bring 
our  guns  to  bear  by  means  of  'springs.  A  steamer  could  anchor  inside 
here  and  go  out  at  any  time  over  the  bar,  as  there  is  from  14  to  10  feet 
of  water  at  low  tide.  I  would  further  add  that  I  have  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  seen  lights  flashed  from  the  mainland,  which  I  consider  signals. 
Having  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  I  trust 
my  actions  in  the  matter  will  meet  your  approbation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  V.  S.  Ship  Omvard. 

Commander  Goldsborough, 

Or  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

p.  s.— I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  daylight,  April  12,  we 
made  a  schooner  bearing  about  N.  by  E.  from  us,  about  24  miles, 
running  under  all  sail  for  Bulbs  Bay. 

At  once  sprung  the  ship’s  broadside  to  him.  He  did  not  appear  to 
see  us  until  we  had  done  so.  We  then  threw  a  shot  at  him,  which 
nearly  reached  him,  when  he  tacked  ship  offshore.  We  threw  two  more 
shots  at  him  without  any  effect.  He  ran  down  the  coast,  we  not  being- 
able  to  pursue,  as  the  wind  would  not  admit  of  our  getting  out.  1  would 
further  add  that  at  7 : 30  a.  m.  saw  one  of  your  steamers  in  pursuit,  and 
at  8: 10  a.  m.  saw  her  fire  a  gun  and  bring  the  schooner  to.  If  we  had 
lain  outside,  the  schooner  would  have  got  inside. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Onward. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  schooner  was  chased  on  shore  by  the  Huron. 

,T.  L.  Lardner. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.S.  S.  Seneca , 
regarding  expedition  to  Orange  Mills,  Fla.,  for  the  investigation  of  the 
He  Costa  affair. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca,  . 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  2 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  I  got  underway  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  following  day,  and  at 
about  3  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  Orange  Mills. 

Mr.  Sproston,  the  first  lieutenant  of  this  vessel,  went  on  shore  with 
armed  boats  and  was  met  by  a  Mr.  Crews,  who  handed  him  a  letter 
marked  “A.” 
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After  due  consideration,  and  aware  that  the  object  of  a  visit  was  not 
the  destruction  of  property,  but  a  practical  exhibition  of  our  |>ower,  as 
well  as  a  disposition  to  use  it  with  strict  justice,  at  least,  if  not  with 
actual  generosity,  I  did  not  injure  the  property  of  Dr.  Mays  or  other 
persons,  but  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crews,  who  promised  to 
forward  it  to  Dr.  Mays  without  delay,  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
appended  and  marked  “B.” 

Upon  the  reply  of  Dr.  Mays,  or  upon  default,  further  action  may  be 
taken  if  desirable. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1  three  slaves  belonging  to  Mr.  Byar  came 
on  board.  On  examination  I  was  told  that  their  master  was  too  old  to 
serve  and  that  two  of  his  sons  were  in  the  rebel  Army.  About  noon 
Mr.  Byar  arrived,  and  having  satisfied  myself  that  his  sons  in  the  rebel 
service  were  not  minors,  I  remanded  the  men  to  him. 

On  the  morning  of  April  2  eight  men  came  on  board,  and  having 
satisfied  myself  that  their  masters  were  rebels  in  arms,  I  gave  them  a 
passage  and  they  now  await  your  orders. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state  that  during  your  absence  from 
Jacksonville  1  learned  of  two  pieces  of  field  artillery  that  had  been  sunk 
about  12  miles  below,  and  that  I  visited  the  spot,  obtaining  the  trails 
and  axles,  and  returned  to  Jacksonville  to  await  a  more  favorable 
opportunity  for  the  recovery  of  the  other  parts;  subsequently,  upon 
your  return,  by  your  direction,  I  visited  the  spot  again  and  received 
[recovered]  the  wheels  and  one  brass  6-pounder,  marked  on  base  of 
10 

breech  786  and  on  trunnions  1837  and  C.  A.  &  Company. 

G.  T. 

Also  one  old  iron  6-pound  fieldpiece,  of  English  pattern,  with  the 
wheels  belonging  to  it.  This  piece  appears  to  be  of  little  value.  With 
the  parts  before  recovered  we  have  carriages  and  guns  complete. 

The  Seneca  left  the  vicinity  of  Orange  id  ills  at  8:30  a.  m.  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Danl  Ammen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Tiios.  II.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Jacksonville. 


[Enclosure  A.] 

March  30,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  1  did  not  receive  Captain  Stevens’  note  in  reference  to 
De  Costa  until  late  last  evening,  and  send  you  all  the  information  I 
have  upon  the  subject. 

De  Costa  was  a  member  of  a  company  in  the  service  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  a  substitute  for  another,  and 
had  no  authority  to  be  at  the  mill.  He  was  arrested  by  a  military  man 
without  any  collusion  of  anyone  interested  in  the.Orange  Mills  property, 
and  brought  off  to  join  his  company,  without  violence  or  constraint  of 
any  kind,  so  far  as  1  know.  His  company  had  marched  before  he 
reached  here,  and  he  remained  here  several  days,  sleeping  in  the  same 
room,  eating  at  the  same  table  with  the  person  who  had  him  in  charge, 
without  any  constraint  being  placed  upon  him  so  far  as  I  know.  I  saw 
(and  when  he  left  transportation  was  furnished)  him  to  the  railroad, 
and  money  given  him  to  pay  his  expenses  to  his  friends.  Where  he  is 
now  I  do  not  know,  as  he  consulted  his  own  pleasure  after  reaching 
the  railroad. 
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T  make  this  statement  that  innocent  parties  may  not  suffer.  [As]  for 
my  own  property,  it  is  in  Captain  Stevens’  hands,  and  he  must  do  his 
pleasure. 

I  hope  they  will  leave  the  graves  of  my  children  untouched,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Stevens  must  do  what,  as  a  naval  officer  and  gentleman,  he  feels 
to  be  his  duty. 

Should  my  property  not  be  destroyed,  I  beg  that  you  will  give  it  what 
protection  you  can.  Use  the  garden  at  your  pleasure. 

My  age  and  blindness  unfit  me  for  the  turmoil  of  a  frontier  warfare, 
and  I  go  to  tlie  interior. 

Very  truly, 


It.  G.  Mays. 


[Enclosure  B.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Orange  Mills ,  St.  John's  River,  Florida,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  handed  a  note,  addressed  to  Mr.  Crews,  from  you, 
under  date  of  March  30. 

The  explanation  so  far  as  stated  in  relation  to  De  Costa  appears  sat¬ 
isfactory,  yet,  as  it  is  not  stated  that  he  had  received  no  punishment 
for  having  met  officers  of  the  Ottawa ,  I  desire  to  be  more  particularly 
informed  on  that  point. 

You  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  state  upon  honor,  and  address 
your  note  to  Captain  Thomas  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa , 
whether  you  know,  suspect,  or  believe  that  De  Costa  received  punish¬ 
ment  for  holding  such  intercourse,  and  whether  you  favor  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  persons  who  hold  such  intercourse  in  an  open  manner,  without 
reference  to  any  supposed  information  given. 

The  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  these  waters, 
as  elsewhere,  are  averse  to  destroying  or  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
property  or  persons,  and  are  not  disposed  to  enquire  much  into  the 
past;  they  will,  however,  not  fail  to  repress  anarchy  and  violence,  and 
in  the  end  establish  the  authority  of  the  United  States  unless  it  may 
be  in  the  Everglades  and  similar  places,  where  it  will  not  much  con¬ 
cern  us  whether  the  lords  of  the  soil  and  waters  are  bears,  alligators, 
or  the  persons  who  flee  there.  Certainly  we  will  be  indifferent  whether 
courts  of  justice  or  post  routes  are  established;  if  the  inhabitants  are 


satisfied  we  will  be. 

We  would  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  all,  as  better  than  the 
use  of  arms  at  this  juncture,  a  simple  exercise  of  common  sense  and  to 
act  in  accordance  with  it. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 


Dr.  Mays, 

Orange  Mills,  St.  John’s  River,  Florida. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed  operations 
in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  and  transmitting  report  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  earthworks  on  St.  John’s  Bluff. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  in  the  Seneca,  leaves  to-day, 
according  to  your  orders,  to  report  to  you.  The  armed  boats  of  the 
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Wabash  left  with  me  I  presume  have  ere  this  reached  Port  Royal. 
Captain  Ammen’s  services,  always  so  distinguished,  have  been  invalu¬ 
able  to  me  in  the  expedition  you  have  honored  me  in  placing  under 
my  command,  and  I  part  from  him  with  great  regret.  He  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  Orange  Mills,  where  he  had  been  to  investigate  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  abduction  of  De  Costa,  the  correspondence* 
in  relation  to  which  I  herewith  enclose.  I  shall  visit  the  place  to 
receive  Doctor  Mays’  answer  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen’s 
note  and  take  such  action  as  may  be  needed  in  the  way  [ofj  retributive 
justice. 

Your  communication  of  March  22  reached  me  yesterday.  1  thank 
you,  sir,  for  the  complimentary  manner  [in  which]  you  have  been  pleased 
to  speak  of  my  services.  Always  anxious  to  do  my  duty,  I  lind  new 
incentive  to  exertion  in  the  cordial  recognition  from  you  of  this  desire 
on  my  part,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  future  I  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
give  you  satisfaction.  With  proper  means  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall 
succeed  in  securing  a  great  amount  of  public  property,  but  without  a 
light-draft  steamer  and  a  couple  of  boats  armed  with  howitzers  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  coniine  my  operations  to  a  very  small  portion  of  the  St. 
John’s  River  and  its  tributaries. 

In  regard  to  the  naval  force  required  here,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
two  gunboats,  with  the  Ellen,  will  be  sufficient  to  insure  the* objects 
you  have  in  view.  This  will  enable  me  to  keep  two  vessels  at  this 
point  and  leave  one  to  keep  moving  up  and  down  the  St.  John’s  from 
Mayport  to  Palatka,  to  insure  protection  from  lawless  marauders  to 
the  inhabitants  living  on  its  borders. 

The  Ellen  is  undergoing  necessary  repairs,  which  can  be  done  here 
at  reasonable  prices  and  by  experienced  workmen.  The  rebels  in 
destroying  by  lire  the  frame  of  a  gunboat  being  built  for  their  service 
under  the  direction  of  Farrand,  late  a  commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
left  untouched  the  berth  deck  planking  of  the  vessel,  which  is  now 
being  used  for  repairing  the  Ellen's  hurricane. deck. 

The  repairs  to  her  upper  works,  boiler,  and  machinery  can  be  effected 
here;  her  bottom,  you  are  aware,  is  not  coppered.  Should  you,  upon 
this  representation  deem  it  necessary  for  her  to  go  to  Port  Royal  to 
have  her  bottom  repaired,  will  you  please  send  a  substitute  in  a  vessel 
of  a  similar  class. 

I  understand  that  General  Wright  is  about  erecting  a  battery  with 
the  guns  taken  from  St.  John’s  Bluff*  by  Acting  Master  Budd,  in  the 
Ellen,  near  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  as  additional  protection  to  the 
place.  I  enclose  herewith  Captain  Budd’s  report  concerning  the  guns, 
and  also  a  list  of  articles  taken  on  board  at  Palatka  by  my  orders. 

You  will  have  been  informed  from  my  previous  communication,  as 
well  as  from  other  sources,  I  presume,  that  upon  the  river  St.  John’s, 
from  its  mouth  upward,  a  distance  of  some  250  miles  upon  each  side, 
including  the  towns  of  Jacksonville  and  Palatka,  the  inhabitants  are 
for  the  most  part  quite  peaceable  and  apparently  well  disposed  toward 
their  old  flag;  to  this  may  be  superadded  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  the  tract  of  country  which  lies  between  it  and  the  river  St.  John’s. 

The  population  of  all  this  region  which  I  have  mentioned  is,  to  be 
sure,  but  a  very  small  portion  of  that  of  the  whole  State,  yet  I 
venture  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  well 
to  turnish  them  at  an  early  day  the  benefits  of  a  civil  administration 
of  the  Federal  laws.  This,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  can  be  done  only 
bj^the  appointment  of  Federal  officers,  viz,  a  judge,  district .  attorney, 
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ami  marshal,  as  also  custom-house  officer  and  postmaster.  Questions 
are  now  continually  arising,  and  which  will  naturally  multiply  as  we 
extend  our  occupation  of  the  country,  touching  seizures,  and  the  rights 
of  property  generally  as  between  the  United  States  Government  aud 
individuals.  They  have  already  been  found  to  be  in  many  cases 
embarrassing,  and  injustice  to  the  parties  should  be  dealt  with  judi¬ 
cially.  I  suppose  that  the  laws  of  the  General  Government  must  be 
regarded  as  in  force  in  the  State  of  Florida  as  though  no  rupture  had 
occurred,  and  that  the  appointment  of  civil  officers  is  only  necessary  to 
secure  their  execution,  so  far  as  this  portion  of  the  State  is  concerned. 

With  your  permission,  I  purpose  to  buoy  the  channel  of  the  St.  John’s 
Bar,  having  found  suitable  buoys  at  this  place,  and  only  require  new 
moorings  to  accomplish  the  work. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  public  feeling,  I  am  glad  to  assure  you 
that  the  policy  inaugurated  by  you  is  bringing  forth  good  fruits,  and 
the  leading  citizens  agree  with  me  in  the  belief  that  in  a  brief  while 
the  State  will  be  disenthralled. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[  Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
Jacksonville ,  Fla.,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  yesterday  in  this  vessel 
to  St.  John’s  Bluff,  having  on  board,  in  addition  to  our  own  crew,  Gom- 
pany  G  (Captain  O’Flynn),  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

We  found  two  earthworks,  one  intended  for  four  and  the  other  for 
three  guns,  both  in  an  unfinished  state;  also  seven  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  troops,  a  large  quantity  of  lumber,  some  unfinished 
platforms,  and  tools,  and  the  following  guns  and  munitions  of  war. 

Two  YHI-inch  columbiads,  weight  of  each,  8[4]75;  marks,  B.  F.  J. 
R.  A.,  1861,  with  barbette  carriages;  all  new  and  in  good  order. 

One  4.2-inch  rifle  gun,  not  mounted;  in  good  order. 

One  3-inch  steel  gun,  rifled  (spiked),  with  field  carriage  and  caisson; 
marks,  Noble  Bros.,  Rome,  Ga. 

One  4.2-inch  smoothbore  steel  gun  (spiked), with  field  carriage  and 
caisson;  marks,  Noble  Bros.,  Rome,  Ga. 

One  old  English  24-ponud  iron  gun,  on  field  carriage  (spiked). 

20  VIH-inch  shot  in  boxes. 

62  VUI-inch  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed. 

83  4.2-inch  shell,  some  loaded,  no  fuzes. 

5  sponges,  different  sizes. 

5  rammers,  different  sizes. 

2  worms. 

1  scoop. 

With  exception  of  the  24-pouuder,  which  I  destroyed  by  bursting, 
all  the  above  guns,  etc.,  were  taken  on  board  the  Ellen  and  removed  to 
this  place,  landed  and  delivered  to  Major  J.  D.  Drew,  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  (for  safe  keeping),  whose  receipt  for  the  same  I 
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Captain  O’Flynn  and  his  command  rendered  the  most  valuable 
assistance.  Without  their  aid  much  more  time  would  have  been  con¬ 
sumed  in  removing  the  above-mentioned  guns,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bitdd, 

.  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellen. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces ,  St.  John’s  River ,  Florida. 


Report  of  Commander  Codon ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  operations  in  the 
waters  adjacent  to  the  8avannah  River ,  transmitting  request  from  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Gillmore ,  U.  S.  Army,  for  the  cooperation  of  a  gunboat. 


U.  S.  S.  Norwich, 

Gibson’s  Point ,  Wilmington  Narrows ,  [April  3, 1862]. 

Sir:  I  was  unable  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  sea  on  the  bar  on  the 
1st  to  get  into  Wassaw  that  evening.  A  heavy  fog  prevented  my 
doing  so  the  following  morning,  but  last  night  at  7:30  I  anchored  in 
the  Mohican  in  Wassaw  Sound,  and  found  the  Norwich  and  Wyandotte. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan  came  on  board  at  once  and  handed  me 
a  letter  from  General  Gillmore,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Duncan  had  only  been  prevented  by  the  heavy  fog  from 
taking  his  vessel  at  once  up  the  river  as  desired,  and  when  I  arrived 
it  was  too  late  to  do  so.  This  morning,  however,  I  came  on  board  this 
vessel  and  at  10  o’clock  got  over  the  bulkhead  at  Wilmington  Narrows 
arid  came  up  to  the  hulk.  Here  Captain  Hinckel  came  on  board  from 
the  picket  hulk  and  reported  that  17  of  the  men  supposed  to  |  be]  cap¬ 
tured  had  returned,  but  thought  others  might  be  in  the  marsh  above, 
so  we  steamed  up  to  Shads  [Shad  River],  passing  within  2  miles  of  Fort 
Pulaski,  which  threw  a  shot  at  us,  good  line,  but  falling  400. yards 
short.  Having  gone  far  enough  to  decide  that  no  one  could  be  about 
the  marsh  near  to  where  the  capture  had  been  made,  returned  to  the 
hulk  again,  receiving  a  shot  from  Pulaski,  but  falling  200  yards  or 
more  short  of  us.  Under  the. application  of  General  Gillmore  I  shall 
leave  the  Nonvich  at  this  point  for  the  present.  This  vessel,  the  Nor¬ 
wich,  is  not  suited  for  the  duty.  A  small  vessel  with  a  good  range  gun 
would  be  proper  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  a  boat  attack  upon 
the  hulk;  since,  by  the  rebels  obtaining  information  through  the  cap¬ 
tured  soldiers,  they  might  make  some  attempt  upon  that  vessel.  I  do 
not  feel  at  all  posted  yet  as  to  the  localities  or  points  about  here,  as  I 
have  had  but  a  few  hours  to  look  around  me.  I  returned  to  the 
Mohican  in  an  hour  or  so  in  my  boat.  I  trust  you  will  not  forget  my 
coal;  I  am  down  to  12  tons,  am  entirely  out  of  soap  and  many  other 
articles  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  and  provisions  very  short. 
I  write  this  to  go  through  the  army  mail.  You  know  we  are  without 
our  mails  and  1  trust  they  will  not  be  omitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 


„  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Tybee  Island ,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  From  dispatches  received  from  the  hulk  Montezuma ,  anchored 
in  Lazaretto  Creek,  1  learn  that  the  euemy  are  very  active  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Wilmington  Island.  Yesterday  a  boat  guard  sent  out  from 
the  hulk  could  not  be  found  when  the  relief  [was]  sent  for  it.  A  rap¬ 
tured  contraband  informs  me  that  they  were  taken  by  the  enemy  on 
Monday.  They  also  captured  2  men  from  the  hulk  who  were  imprudently 
allowed  to  go  ashore  on  Wilmington  Island. 

I  have  always  considered  the  hulk  in  an  exposed  position,  and  the 
guard  boat  sent  from  her  in  advancemueli  moreso.  It  wasmademy  duty, 
however,  to  guard  this  passage,  and  I  was  forced  to  do  it  with  the  best 
and  only  means  I  had.  1  should  very  much  fear  a  boat  attack;  a  gun¬ 
boat  ought  to  be  there.  Can  you  favor  me  by  sending  one  there  until 
the  result  of  an  application,  which  I  make  this  day  to  the  commanding 
general  at  Hilton  Head,  is  known?  I  hope  one  will  be  ordered  to 
remain  permanently  in  Lazaretto  Creek  or  Wilmington  Narrows.  In 
case  you  can  not  get  a  gunboat  up  there  this  evening,  or  in  case  you 
decline  to  put  one  there  without  an  order  from  your  superior  officer,  I 
have  to  request  the  services  of  a  boat  howitzer  nightly  until  some  more 
satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  made. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

The  Senior  Officer  of  the  Navy, 

In  Wassaw  Sound ,  Georgia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  in  view  of  the  transfer  of  the  latter  to  another 
department. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 
General  :  I  understand  you  are  transferred  to  another  military 
department  and  are  about  to  leave  Port  Royal. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  my  feelings  and  to  our  late  intimate 
official  relations  were  I  to  permit  you  to  depart  without  expressing  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  vigorous  and  harmonious  cooperation  with 
which  you  have  ever  been  ready  to  assist  in  or  lighten  the  heavy  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  my  command. 

I  shall  remember  our  past  association,  professionally  and  personally, 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,  and  shall  ever  bear  testimony  to  the  unflag¬ 
ging  zeal  with  which  you  have  availed  yourself  of  every  means  in  your 
power  to  secure  an  effective  tenure  of  this  coast  while  preparing  a  base 
of  operations  which,  with  the  reinforcements  you  had  a  right  to  look 
for,  would  have  led  to  more  brilliant  but  in  no  manner  more  important 
results  than  those  you  have  accomplished. 

Wishing  y  ai  eve'ry  success  in  your  new  sphere  of  action,  I  am,  general, 
with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman. 
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Letter  of  acknowledgment  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army , 
to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Atlantic, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  April  3 ,  3862. 

Commodore:  I  have  received  your  very  flattering  testimonial  of 
yesterday’s  date,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

I  agree  with  you  that  our  intercourse  aud  cooperation  have  been  of 
the  most  perfect  harmony,  and  of  this  I  am  proud,  and  all  I  regret  is 
that  I  have  never  had  the  material  and  the  means  to  afford  that  assist¬ 
ance  in  our  combined  operations  that  would  have  been  productive  of 
the  most  good  to  the  service  and  most  agreeable  to  myself. 

Rest  assured,  commodore,  that  I  shall  ever  cherish  the  remembrance 
of  our  past  official  and  social  relations  with  pride  and  satisfaction. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General,  Late  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 

Flag-  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Frigate  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  V.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  official  letter  regarding  cooperative 
action  in  cutting  off  communication  with  Fort  Pulaski. 


Private.]  Hilton  Head,  April  3 ,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  Not  knowing  what  you  would  desire  or 
think  necessary  in  these  cases,  I  have,  on  consultation  with  General 
Hunter,  addressed  you  directly  on  the  matters  referred  to  in  the 
enclosed  official  communication. 


As  relieving  General  Sherman  in  the  command  of  all  his  troops,  and 
of  this  district,  comprising  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  upper  Florida, 
and  frequently  being  required  to  act  promptly,  and,  perhaps,  during  the 
absence  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  other  districts, 
as  at  Key  West  or  Pensacola,  it  appears  to  [me]  as  most  expedient  that 
1  should  be  in  direct  communication  with  yourself. 

Should  auy  other  course  appear  to  you  more  advisable,  however,  it 
will  be  cheerfully  complied  with  on  learning  your  wishes  to  that  effect. 

Yerj’  faithfully,  yours, 


H.  W.  Benham. 


Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Northern  District, 

Department  of  the  Soith, 

Hilton  Head,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  By  reports  received  this  morning  from  Tybee  Island,  we  learn 
that  some  17  ot  our  men  and  a  fieldpiece  in  a  plantation  canoe  have  just 
been  captured  by  the  enemy  at  or  near  Wilmington  Island,  as  we  fear, 
through  some  mismanagement  of  the  lieutenant  in  command.  Acting 
Brigadier-General  Gillmore  at  once  applied  to  the  senior  officer  of  the 
gunboat  near  to  aid  him  in  protecting  the  [St.]  Augustine  Creek  Chan¬ 
nel,  which  he  has  kindly  consented  to  do  by  sending  a  boat  there  for 
the  present,  awaiting,  however,  your  further  orders  or  sanction  in  the 
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matter.  As  it  will  now  be  of  tbe  utmost  importance  to  cut  off  the  com¬ 
munication  of  Fort  Pulaski  with  the  city,  it  being  rumored,  as  I  learn, 
that  $12,000  have  been  offered  there  for  bringing  off  the  garrison,  and 
as  I,  immediately  after  my  visit  to  Tybee,  directed  every  precaution  to 
be  taken  on  our  part,  I  will  trust  that  you  may  be  able  to  aid  us  in  this 
matter,  and  would  respectfully  request  that  you  would  sanction  the 
movement  of  your  commanding  officer  there  and  aid  us  in  this  effort  by 
such  further  means  as  are  in  your  power  from  this  place,  for  with  the 
information  which  we  fear  the  enemy  may  obtain  from  our  men  (if  pris¬ 
oners,  as  we  expect),  we  may  find  it  expedient  to  open  our  batteries 
somewhat  prematurely,  or  before  we  had  intended. 

I  would  mention  that  the  Boston  is  now  coaling,  and  as  soon  as  she 
'returns  1  propose  to  send  her  to  Edisto  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  and 
if  you  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  proper  pilot,  which  my  own  enquiries 
here  have  not  enabled  me  to  procure  as  yet,  I  should  be  happy  to  meet 
your  wishes  in  having  him  accompany  her  to  tow  the  Dale  out  from 
Otter  Island.  Will  you  please  let  me  know  immediately  if  you  have  a 
pilot  and  desire  the  service  of  the  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Benham, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding 
Northern  District  and  1st  Division  of  South. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. .  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham ,  U.  S.  Army ,  expressing  a  desire  for  cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 

General:  I  will  communicate  immediately,  if  I  can,  with  the  officer 
at  Tybee,  and  have  your  wishes  and  those  of  Brigadier-General  Gillmore 
carried  out,  so  far  as  the  limited  means  at  bis  disposal  will  admit. 

A  skillful  pilot  has  been  put  on  board  the  Boston. 

In  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  your  private  note,  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanks,  I  need  hardly  add  that  any  system  of  pro¬ 
cedure  in  our  mutual  helps  and  cooperation  best  calculated  to  give  effi¬ 
ciency  and  dispatch  to  the  public  service  and  current  business  will  be 
entirely  agreeable  to  me.  After  seeing  General  Hunter  on  the  subject 
we  may  have  some  'definite  understanding. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Brigadier-General  II.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  N[orthern  District,  Department  of  the  South J. 


Letter  from  Flaq-0 fficer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  closing  of  Wilmington  River  by 
obstructions. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  3 ,  1862. 

General:  If  you  are  forwarding  anything  to  Wassaw,  may  I  ask 
you  to  include  the  accompanying  dispatch  and  roll  to  the  senior  naval 
officer,  for  I  have  no  steamer  to  send  by  sea. 
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The  dispatch  contains  my  instructions  based  on  your  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  I  am  also  sending  to  Commander  Godon. 

General,  I  wish  I  had  the  means  of  closing  Wilmington  River  by 
obstructions.  It  is  now  the  only  access  to  Wassaw  and  the  sea  from 
Savannah;  this  would  head  off  rams  and  steamers  and  would  require 
but  one  gunboat  to  watch  the  obstruction. 

Respectfully, 


Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Oodon, 
U.  8.  Navy ,  for  a  reconnoissance ■  in  Wilmington  River ,  with  a  view 
to  dosing  it. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  find  an  extract  from  a  communication  received  by  me 
from  Brigadier-General  Benham,  who  commands  this  division  of  Major- 
General  Hunter’s  department.  It  will  assist  you  in  getting  at  the  con¬ 
dition  of  things  in  and  around  W^assaw. 

The  general  seems  desirous  to  have  some  reconnoissance  made  up 
Wilmington  River,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain  how  mat¬ 
ters  stand  there.  It  should  be  done  with  caution.  I  do  not  wish  you 
to  engage  any  batteries,  but  to  see  if  any  exist. 

1  have  myself  a  greater  desire  to  obstruct  thoroughly  Wilmington 
River.  As  you  are  aware,  it  is  the  only  access  left  from  Savannah  by 
St.  Augustine  Creek  to  W assaw  and  to  the  sea,  except  by  the  narrow 
stream  of  Freeborn’s  Cut,  where  the  troops  have  a  hulk. 

I  will  thank  you  to  see  where  piling  or  sinking  of  wrecks  could  best 
be  done,  how  many  it  would  require,  with  the  depth  of  water,  and 
amount  of  labor,  etc.,  involved.  It  should  be  strong  enough  to  head 
off  steamers  and  rams,  too,  if  there  be  any;  the  apprehension  on  the 
latter  subject  seems  to  have  passed  off’ with  the  springtides;  a  boat 
scouting  party,  however,  say  they  were  close  alongside  of  it  and  heard 
the  conversation  of  the  men  at  work  riveting  the  boilers.  She  is  a 
screw. 

With  the  Wilmington  River  closed,  I  could  withdraw  all  but  one 
vessel  from  Wassaw  to  watch  the  obstructions. 

The  fall  of  Pulaski  alone  does  not  give  us  any  more  control  of  Wil- 
mington  River.  Captain  [John]  Hamilton,  chief  of  artillery,  informs 
me  he  thought  it  would  be  reduced  in  three  days  from  the  time  fire 
was  opened;  they  have  been  waiting  for  the  carriages  of  the  X-incli 
columbiads,  which  were  not  sent  out.  The  mortars  are  in  position 
twelve  of  XIII  inch  and  some  of  X-inch. 

Please  send  by  first  opportunity  your  requisitions  for  provisions,  etc.' 

Very  respectfully, 


Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican , 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  general  affairs  in  Florida  waters. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville ,  Fla.,  Aprils,  1862. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  Mr.  Redding  came  up  to  this  place  yesterday 
in  a  small  boat  from  the  bar,  notifying  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  Hope 
and  bringing  your  letter,  with  the  several  communications  from  the 
flag-officer.  To-day,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  flag-officer,  I  dis¬ 
patch  the  Seneca  to  him,  with  instructions  to  communicate  off  the  bar 
with  you,  to  receive  any  mail  communications  you  may  wish  to  send  to 
Port  Royal,  [S.  C.]. 

I  am  very  sorry  about  the  Darlington,  as  I  have  before  written  you. 
Lieutenant  [John]  Irwin,  of  the  Wabash,  left  here  last  Friday  in  her  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  to  the  flagship  the  launches  of  the  Wabash,  which 
i  understood  were  greatly  needed  for  some  important  service.  I  directed 
Irwin  to  go  to  St.  Augustine  and  from  there  to  Fernandina,  but  had  no 
idea  of  his  taking  the  Darlington  to  Port  Royal.  I  hope  she  is  safely 
back  again  under  your  orders.  If  you  can  spare  her  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  work  to  do,  which  can  not  be  done  without  her  assistance, 

I  think  if  I  could  have  her  services  for  a  week  I  could  send  her  back 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  The  work  that  is  to  be  done  in  securing  the 
floating  property  of  the  rebels  up  the  St.  John’s  requires  a  light-draft 
steamer,  and  can  not  be  done  without. 

I  have  been  trying  to  get  Mr.  Mattair  to  you  for  some  time  past,  but 
thus  far  he  has  only  succeeded  in  getting  as  far  as  the  bar  of  St.  John’s. 
I  send  Mr.  Clark,  who  is  a  good  pilot  for  Fernandina,  in  the  Hope  to 
report  to  you,  because  if  you  cau  possibly  spare  the  services  of  Mr. 
Mattair  I  have  great  use  for  them  in  the  difficult  navigation  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  St.  John’s.  If  you  can  not  spare  Mr.  Mattair,  will 
you  please  send  Mr.  Clark  to  Jacksonville  when  convenient. 

A  Colonel  Bryant  and  a  Mr.  Fairbanks,  both  gentlemen  of  character, 
and  influence  in  this  section  of  the  country,  go  to  Fernandina  in  the 
Hope,  to  look  after  some  slave  property  which  has  deposited  itself 
there,  they  understand.  I  have  told  them  I  would  mention  the  object 
of  their  visit  to  you,  and  request  you  to  give  them  whatever  facilities 
your  official  position  may  afford  toward  securing  the  object  of  their 
mission. 

Colonel  Titus  has  been  informed  that  two  of  his  slaves  have  been  left 
by  the  Wabash  at  Fernandina.  Can  they  be  sent  in  one  of  our  vessels 
to  him?  I  told  him  I  would  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

Everything  is  quiet  here,  though  the  people  are  greatly  alarmed  about 
the  reported  gathering  of  a  large  force  in  the  neighborhood.  I  think 
with  the  means  we  have  here,  never  mind  what  the  numerical  force  of 
the  rebels,  we  are  perfectly  secure;  but  it  would  hardly  do  to  leave  the 
place  withfout]  the  naval  protection  it  now  enjoys,  at  least  not  for  a 
time.  Everything  about  us  looks  promising  and  we  all  hope  before 
long  that  Florida  will  be  once  more  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  we 
all  delight  to  honor. 

I  think  1  wrote  you  we  had  succeeded  in  raising  the  yacht  America. 
She  is  now  anchored  off'  the  town.  I  hope  the  flag-officer  will  conclude 
to  give  the  good  people  of  New  York  once  again  a  sight  of  this  beauti¬ 
ful  vessel. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  Sherman’s  proclamation,  and  a  notice  of  mine 
to  the  persons  interested  in  property  at  Orange  Mills. 

N  w  R — YOL  12 - 45 
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Thanking  you  for  considerate  kindness  in  regard  to  the  flag  and  news¬ 
papers,  I  remain, 

Very  truly,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 


Order  of  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Wat- 
mough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomska ,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  in  St.  Simon's  Sound ,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  April  3 ,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  in  the  morning  with  the  Potomska 
under  your  command  to  St.  Simon’s  Sound  and  report  to  Commander 
Lanier,  of  the  Alabama ,  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  that  sound  and 
the  adjacent  waters,  extending  your  reconnoissauces  where  Commander 
Lanier  and  yourself  may  deem  advisable. 

I  have  to  recommend  proper  caution  and  sound  discretion  in  the 
scouring  of  those  waters. 

I  desire  also  that  the  contrabands  on  St.  Simon’s  Island  be  cared  for 
and  protected. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Watmough, 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
U.  S  storeships  Release  and  Relief. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  dis¬ 
patched  the  U.  S.  storeship  Release ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Upton,  to  New  York. 

The  U.  S.  storeship  Relief,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Manton, 
arrived  here  a  few  days  before  my  return  to  this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  additional 

: vessels  for  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  been  deterred  from  pressing  the  Department  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  point,  knowing  how  tremendous  the  calls  are  upon  it  from  every 
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quarter,  and  what  gigantic  and  successful  efforts  it  makes  to  meet 
them.  I  can,  however,  no  longer  refrain  from  stating  that  my  force  is 
not  adequate  to  the  work  I  have  in  hand.  The  occupation  of  the 
coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida  having  absorbed  so  many  of  my  vessels, 
and  particularly  where  a  military  force  has  not  been  placed,  cripples 
me  much. 

In  addition  to  this,  some  of  my  most  valuable  vessels  are  breaking 
down  in  their  machinery  and  hulls;  others,  not  coppered,  will  soon  be 
destroyed  by  the  worms,  if  I  can  not  at  least  beach  them  and  put  on 
some  description  of  coating. 

The  tugs  Mercury  and  Pettit ,  most  important  to  the  efficient  dispatch 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  when  they  come  in  for  supplies,  are  both 
with  the  army  at  Wall’s  Out,  where  three  gunboats  besides  are  in  Mud 
and  Wright’s  rivers,  aiding  in  the  army  defenses. 

I  would  thank  the  Department  to  let  me  have  four  more  vessels  of 
light  draft  of  the  regular  class,  two  of  the  double  rudder,  and  two  of 
the  gunboats,  and  in  addition  two  tugs,  like  the  Pettit  and  Mercury. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  measures  employed  by  the  Department  for  supplying 

coa  l. 

ISTavy  Department,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo 
relative  to  the  abandonment  by  the  rebels  of  their  batteries  on  Skid- 
daway  and  Green  islands,  and  also  your  dispatch  of  the  same  date  in 
relation  to  the  want  of  coal  for  the  squadron. 

The  Bienville  has  been  ordered  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she  will  be  tilled  up  with  all  dispatch  with  coal  and  sent  to  you. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  has  been  directed  to  send  to  Port  Royal  any 
coal  vessels  that  he  may  have  at  Hamilton  Roads  and  can  spare. 

Directions  have  been  given  to  the  Navy  agent  at  New  York  to  char¬ 
ter  a  steamer  for  3,100  tons,  and  it  will  be  followed  up  at  the  rate  of 
1,100  tons  per  week.  Several  sailing  vessels  have  also  been  towed  to 
sea,  and  are  underway  with  coal  for  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  regarding  the  seizure,  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  of  the  British  sloop 
Coquette. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  3,  1862. 

SiRr  The  English  sloop  Coquette,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  was 
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the  blockade,  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  She  has  a  cargo 
suitable  for  and  in  great  demand  in  a  Southern  port. 

A  schooner  with  similar  papers  and  cargo,  and  from  the  same  port, 
was  examined  by  the  ship  Onward  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
allowed  to  proceed.  Shortly  afterwards,  having  been  alarmed  by  another 
vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron,  she  was  run  on  shore  on  Sullivan’s 
Island,  beyond  our  reach,  where  she  remains,  a  wreck. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  British  Empire  at  Matanzas ,  Fla. ,  April  5,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  request  for  the  sale  to  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Augustine  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (7.,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  3d 
ultimo  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  of  the  Isaac  Smith , 
then  stationed  at  St.  Augustine,  having  heard  that  a  schooner  had 
come  in  over  Matanzas  Bar,  some  18  miles  to  the  southward,  dispatched 
three  armed  boars,  together  with  a  detachment  of  25  men  from  Colonel 
Bell’s  command,  to  capture  her,  which  was  done  and  the  schooner 
brought  up  to  St.  Augustine. 

The  vessel  was  called  the  Empire  City  [British  Empire],  She  had 
an  English  register  and  cleared  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick.  The  crew  consisted  of  6  men,  2  of  whom  only 
had  shipped  at  Nassau.  The  schooner  is  owned  by  a  Captain  Willie, 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  her  former  name  Rebecca.  She  sailed  from  the 
St.  John’s  River  on  the  2d  of  March  last  with  a  cargo  of  turpentine 
and  resin  and  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade.  On  her  return  from 
Nassau  she  ran  into  Matanzas  Inlet,  as  above  stated,  and  was  taken. 

Her  cargo  consisted  of  provisions,  dry  goods,  medicines,  etc.,  and 
the  vessel  is  represented  as  old  and  worthless  and  utterly  unfit  to  be 
sent  north. 

After  her  capture  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bell  sent  an  official  communi¬ 
cation  to  Lieutenaut  Commanding  Nicholson,  and  also  a  letter  from  the 
leading  citizens  of  St.  Augustine  (copies  of  which  are  enclosed),  ask¬ 
ing  that  the  cargo  might  be  sold  there  at  once,  as  the  citizens  were 
without  the  necessaries  of  life  and  with  no  means  of  getting  them. 

In  consideration  of  these  facts,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
sold  the  cargo,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at  auction,  considering  that  the  “over¬ 
ruling  necessity”  mentioned  in  Upton,  p.  246,  authorized  his  doing  so. 
I  have  approved  his  course,  directing  him,  however,  to  keep  an  accu¬ 
rate  account  of  the  sales. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  has  since  escaped ;  the  rest  of  the  crew 
will  be  sent  north  by  the  first  opportunity.  The  information  above 
given  relating  to  the  history  of  the  schooner  was  given  under  oath  at 
St.  Augustine  by  the  mate  and  two  of  the  crew. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  the 
course  taken  in  this  case,  and  also  that  instructions  be  given  as  to  the 
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proper  means  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  capture,  if  any, 
to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Isaac  Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FI  a;]- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Fort  Marion, 

St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  April  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  the  schooner  British  Empire,  lately  made  a 
prize  to  the  Isaac  Smith,  has  a  large  amount  of  provisions  on  board. 
Very  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine  are  suffering  for  the 
want  of  the  very  article  of  food  this  prize  has  on  board,  and  would  be 
glad  to  buy  it  if  they  had  an  opportunity.  The  destitution  of  the 
majority  of  the  city  (this  city,  whose  citizens  raised  the  flag  of  the 
United  States)  is  so  great  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  feed  several 
families  from  the  rations  furnished  by  Government  for  the  Army, 
to  keep  women  and  children  from  perishing  from  starvation.  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  such  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  British  Empire 
as  may  tend  to  relieve  the  pressing  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Augustine  may  be  sold  here.  1  ask  this  (though  I  know  the  course  is 
unusual)  fron/the  extreme  and  overruling  necessity  of  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Louis  Bell, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regiment, 
Commanding  Post  of  Fort  Marion  and  St.  A  ugustine  Barracks. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  Nicholson, 

U.  S.  Qunboat  Isaac  Smith. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Nicholson,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  April  7,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  3d  instant,  receiving  information  that  a  vessel  had 
come  in  over  Matanzas  Bar,  I  dispatched  three  armed  boats  from  this 
vessel  and  a  detachment  of  25  men  from  Colonel  Bell’s  command  on 
shore,  which  he  had  placed  at  my  disposal.  Acting  Master  Gregory, 
in  command  of  the  expedition,  after  a  tedious  pull  of  18  miles,  boarded 
and  seized  the  schooner  British  Empire,  and  on  the  4th  instant  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  her  off  the  town.  This  vessel,  has  an  English 
register,  and  cleared  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick;  she  is  not  fit  to  go  to  sea  for  any  voyage.  Her  history  is 
as  follows:  She  belongs  to  a  Captain  Willie,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  her 
name  Rebecca :  she  sailed  from  Jacksonville  about  the  3d  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary  last;  remained  at  Mayport  Mills  till  the  2d  of  March,  when  she  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  running  the  blockade;  and  with  a  cargo  of  turpentine  and 
resin  arrived  at  Nassau,  New  Providence.  She  then  took  in  a  cargo  of 
provisions,  dry  goods,  medicines,  etc.,  cleared  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  but  bound  for  some  port  in  the  Confederate  States,  and 
brought  up  at  Matanzas  Inlet.  This  account  I  have  from  the  mate  and 
two  of  her  crew.  I  have  had  them  examined  before  an  officer  of  the 
Fourth  New  Hampshire,  who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  etc.  They  tes- 
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tified  to  sill  the  above  facts  under  oath.  The  captain  declined  to 
answer  any  question  that  bore  upon  the  above  facts,  while  two  seamen 
shipped  in  Nassau  know  nothing  about  her.  There  were  six  souls  on 
board  whom  I  have  removed  to  this  vessel  for  safe  keeping,  and  I  have 
placed  a  prize  crew  on  board.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bell  has  addressed 
me  an  official  communication,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward;  also  a  letter 
from  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  asking  that  the  cargo  may  be  sold 
here  at  once,  as  the  citizens  are  without  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  with 
no  means  of  getting  them.  In  consideration  of  these  facts  1  have 
determined  to  sell  the  cargo,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at  auction,  as  I  consider 
that  the  overruling  necessity  mentioned  in  Upton’s  law  book,  page  246, 
exists. 

Will  you  please  send  orders  how  to  proceed  with  the  papers  and  case, 
that  it  may  be  properly  adjudicated,  as  there  are  no  courts  here,  and  it 
is  not  possible  for  the  vessel  to  go  north. 

Her  cargo  is  worth  about  $3,000  and  will  probably  bring  that  sum  or 
more  here,  while  the  vossel  is  worthless  or  nearly  so. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  approving 
the  disposition  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  schooner  British  Empire. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  0.,  April  22,  1S62. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  several  communications  dated  the  7th,  8th, 
17th,  and  20th  instant,  but  have  heretofore  been  unable  to  reply  to 
them. 


Your  proceedings  in  disposing  of  the  cargo  of  the  British  Empire, 
captured  by  you  in  Matanzas  Inlet,  under  the  circumstances,  I 
approve,  but  1  wish  you  to  keep  a  strict  acconnt  of  the  sales  and  enter 
in  the  log  book  such  parts  of  the  cargo  as  were  taken  and  remain  on 
board  your  ship.  Send  up  the  crew  to  Port  Royal  by  the  first  favor¬ 
able  opportunity ;  hand  over  the  vessel  itself  to  the  authorities  at  St. 
Augustine  for  safe  keeping  at  present. 

The  Garibaldi  you. will  take  with  you  into  St.  John’s  where  she  may 
be  used  as  a  tender  and  dispatch  vessel  to  the  naval  forces  in  that  river 
and  to  communicate  with  me. 


appreciate  your  anxiety  in  endeavoring  to  fulfill  my  orders  by  the 
Bibb,  but  unavoidable  circumstances  have  detained  you,  and  to  this 
necessity  we  must  submit. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  s.  F.  Du  Pont, 

...  Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  St.  Johrds. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  a  full 
report  to  U.  S.  district  attorney  regarding  the  sale  of  cargo. 


Navy  Department,  May  12,  1862. 

l®tter  0,t1the13d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  prize  Empire 
City  [British  Empire J  has  been  received,  with  its  enclosures. 
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The  Department  presumes  that,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  no 
exception  will  be  taken  to  the  disposition  made  of  the  captured  prop¬ 
erty;  but  a  full  report  of  the  facts  should  be  made  to  the  U.  S.  attorney 
for  the  district  into  which  the  prisoners  or  captured  crew  are  sent,  and 
the  proceeds  of  sale  are  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  ot  the  U.  S. 
court  for  the  same  district. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  John's  River,  East  Florida ,  July  11,  1S62. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  circular  from  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  dated  14th  May,  1862,  I  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  3d  of  April  last  1  dispatched  a  boat  from  this  ship  (then  at 
anchor  at  St.  Augustine)  to  Matanzas  Inlet,  18  miles  to  the  southward, 
and  there  seized  the  schooner  British  Empire,  just  arrived  from  Nassau, 
New  Providence.  She  had  a  British  register,  made  out  at  N  assau,  New 
Providence;  her  crew  consisted  of  6  persons,  ol  whom  the  captain, 
mate,  and  two  of  the  men  were  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  while  the  other 
two  shipped  in  good  faith  (they  said)  at  Nassau,  bound  to  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.  The  schooner  was  quite  old,  built  at  Wilmington, 
Del.,  owned  by  Captain  Willie,  of  Jacksonville.  She  leaked  badly,  hav¬ 
ing  knocked  her  false  keel  off  in  getting  over  the  bar  at  Matanzas. 
Shortly  after  I  brought  her  to  St.  Augustine,  the  colonel  commanding 
the  town  addressed  me  a  letter  stating  that  the  citizens  were  m  a  starv¬ 
ing  condition;  the  leading  citizens  also  addressed  me  a  letter  of'  the 
same  import,  and  requesting  me  to  sell  the  cargo,  which  was  composed 
of  articles  such  as  were  needed.  I  therefore  sold  a  portion  ot  the  cargo 
to  relieve  the  distress,  and  the  residue  1  took  on  board  of  this  vessel  for 
safe  keeping.  I  sent  the  crew  to  Port  Royal,  by  order  of  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  and  he  also  approved  of  my  proceedings.  The  vessel  being 
uuseaworthy  anchored  her  close  to  the  town,  giving  her  in  charge  of 
the  civil  authorities  to  hold  till  claimed  by  competent  authority  from 
the  United  States;  this  also  was  done  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 
The  proceeds  of  the  cargo,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $3,371.73, 1  turned 
over  to  the  paymaster  of  this  ship  for  the  use  of  the  vessel,  taking  his 
receipt  therefor.  Of  the  cargo  received  on  board,  I  have  used  for  the 
vessel  some  articles,  of  which  I  send  the  bill  and  appraisement,  as 
renuired  I  also  enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  men  on  board  ot  ship  at 
the  time  of  capture.  No  United  States  vessels  were  m  sight  at  that 

bime’  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding.  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,'  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  engagement  at 
Yellow  Bluff,  Fla.,  and  other  operations  in  St.  John's  River ,  Florida, 
April  4-8,  1862. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Senega, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
April  3,  I  was  shown  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  orders 
directing  my  return  to  Hilton  Head. 

Proceeding  to  the  bar  on  the  following  day  and  taking  a  pilot,  we 
sounded  at  high  water  and  found  less  water  on  the  bar  than  our 
draft.  The  following  day  gave  us  less  rise  of  tide,  and  as  detention  was 
unavoidable  until  the  period  of  neap  tides  had  passed,  I  determined  to 
go  again  to  Jacksonville  in  order  to  carry  out  certain  duties  previously 
assigned  relating  to  the  supposed  conduct  of  Hr.  Mays,  of  Orange 
Mills.  & 

Passing  up  the  river,  at  about  2  p.  m.  we  were  fired  upon  from  Yel¬ 
low  Bluff,  12  or  14  miles  below  Jacksonville,  by  a  party  supposed  by 
me  to  consist  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  small-arms  men  and  by  the 
first  lieutenant  of  double  that  number. 

About  fifty  balls  struck  the  ship.  The  man  at  the  masthead,  John 
Bult  (ordinary  seaman),  was  shot  through  the  calf  of  left  leg,  and 
Andrew  Webb  (coal  heaver)  through  the  thigh:  a  negro  man  (contra¬ 
band  passenger)  was  shot  in  the  back.  All  are  doing  well,  and  it  is 
believed  no  permanent  injury  will  result. 

As  we  had  to  pass  within  less  than  100  yards  of  the  bluff,  and  owing 
to  our  entire  immunity  on  all  former  occasions,  the  men  and  officers 
were  much  exposed.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  so  ineffective  a  fire. 

We  opened  at  once  with  the  howitzer,  and  when  the  XI  inch  and 
riffe  could  be  brought  to  bear,- with  them  also,  anchoring  as  soon  as  the 
channel  would  permit  outside  the  range  of  small  arms.  We  fired  four 

Xl-inch,  one  20  pound  rifie,  and  ten  24-pound  howitzer  shells,  with  what 
effect  is  unknown.  ’ 

We  weighed  anchor  and,  as  intended,  went  to  Jacksonville.  I  found 
Lieutenant  Oommandmg  Stevens  had  already  gone  up  the  river  with 
the •.Ottawa  to  carry  out  what  he  designed  should  be  done  bv  us  On 
calling  upon  General  Wright  he  requested  that  the  Seneca  would  tow 
down  the  schooner  Azalea  and  carry  communications  which  would  ore- 

tte  fX^ug” l™i5.eXP°SUre  “  the  1JaS8^e  of  -«*  I  <Hd 

I  found  the  schooner  Neal  near  St.  John’s  Bluff  and  directed  her  to 
await  my  return  before  passing  Yellow  Bluff,  and  o“™tnSdirSS 
her  to  get  underway  and  follow,  which  the  captain  declined  doing 
t  J.e  freeze  was  fresli  and  favorable.  A  Ithough  I  did  not  know 

a“d  cSrtod ™"gof,tbe^e.?s;ifissrt  guns iuto  *■* 

The  schooner  Neal,  seeing  that  the  use  of  her  sails  was  necessarv 
got  underway  and  after  a  run  of  3  miles  got  aground  which  ffim 
would  have  avoided  if  she  had  followed  us,  as  directeT  w!  weighed 
anchor,  endeavored  to  get  her  off,  remained  until  the  next  dav  (Mon 
day)  by  heathen  got  her  off  and  towed  her  to  Jacksonville  y  ( 
General  Wright  requested  me  to  aid  as  far  as  possible  in  giving  nas 
sage  to  persons  obliged  to  fiee  from  Jacksonville.  I  brouglft  fou?  gen- 
emen  and  three  of  their  families,  consisting  of  twentyffwo  nersons 

and  have  landed  them  on  Hilton  Head.  enty  two  persons, 
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I  have  landed  also  eight  contrabands  from  the  vicinity  of  Palatka; 
one  of  them  was  wounded,  as  above  mentioned,  but  he  had  already  so 
far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  walk. 

We  crossed  the  bar  at  2  p.  m.  of  the  8tli,  the  earliest  tide  possible 
since  the  receipt  of  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Amibn, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont ,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reported  concentration  of  Confederate 
forces  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Pulaski. 


Hilton  Head,  April  5, 1862. 

Commodore:  I  trust  your  dispatches  for  Wassaw  have  arrived  in 
time  to  go  by  my  courier,  whom  1  have  sent  to  recall  if  possible  ;  if  not, 
I  will  have  them  at  Tybee  this  afternoon,  and  if  my  engineers  can  con¬ 
trive  a  means  of  obstructing  Wilmington  River,  I  will  have  it  done, 
though  I  much  fear  now  the  force  of  the  enemy  (believed  to  have  been 
increased  lately  in  that  vicinity)  may  render  this  more  difficult  than  at 
a  previous  day,  if  not  impossible  even. 

The  reports  of  General  Viele  from  Daufuskie  last  night  lead  us  to  fear 
that  the  rebels  are  concentrating  troops  near  Wilmington  Island,  pos¬ 
sibly  for  an  effort  to  relieve  or  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
As  it  appears  impossible  for  a  land  force  to  act  efficiently  in  those 
marshes,  and  we  have  scarcely  any  means  for  effective  action  by  water, 
General  Hunter  and  myself  were  last  evening  most  earnestly  wishing 
that  you  had  the  means  of  increasing  your  own  power  to  an  important 
extent  just  now  upon  the  Wilmington  River  and  Narrows  and  on  Tybee 
River. 

Very  respectfully  and  faithfully,  yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  Benham. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier -General  Ben¬ 
ham,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  Saturday ,  April  5,  1862. 
General:  I  have  your  favor  of  this  morning  and  send  an  order  to 
the  commander  of  the  Vandalia  to  go  around  to  Wassaw,  if  you  think 
that  a  more  important  place  for  her  than  Tybee  Road.  She  is  a  pretty 
formidable  ship,  a  sailing  vessel,  however,  and  could  lay  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Wilmington  River.  I  shall  have  to  send  provisions  down 

to  her,  as  she  is  out  of  everything. 

Since  your  first  letter  about  Wassaw,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  the 
Mohican  has  entered  there.  She  is  one  of  my  most  formidable  vessels, 
having  two  Xl-inch  guns  and  a  rifle. 
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I  will  strain  every  nerve  to  give  you  all  the  aid  just  now  I  can,  but  I 
liave  not  vessels  enough,  and  particularly  of  light  draft.  I  hear  just 
now  that  the  Crusader ,  at  Edisto,  is  out  of  coal.  I  am  very  apprehensive 
for  the  gunboat  I  have  inside  at  [New]  Smyrna  (Mosquito  Inlet).  I 
have  ordered  up  the  Seneca ,  a  regular  Xl-inch  gunboat,  from  St.  John’s, 
and  expect  her  hourly. 

Please  present  my  regards  to  General  Hunter. 

Yours,  respectfully  and  truly,  and  in  haste, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont', 

Flay- Officer. 

Brigadier-General  Benham. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General  Ben¬ 
ham ,  U.  S.  Army ,  making  additional  suggestion  regarding  measures  of 
cooperation. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  5,  1862. 

General:  Since  closing  my  note,  which  goes  with  this,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  it  would  be  advisable  to  place  one  of  your  engineers  or 
other  officers  in  relation  with  Commander  Godou  at  Wassaw,  that  the 
latter  may  the  better  understand  your  views  and  the  military  authority 
near  him  understand  his,  as  senior  naval  officer. 

Respectfully.,  and  truly, 


Brigadier-General  Benham. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Wells ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia ,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Wassaw,  Ga. 


Flagship  W abash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  you  will  please  proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  to  Wassaw  and  report  to  Commander  Godou,  of  the 
Mohican,  for  duty. 

When  oft  the  bar  at  Wassaw,  you  can  make  signal  for  a  pilot. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  °^Ue> 

U.  8.  8hip  Vandalia,  Tybee  Roads, 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Batch,  U.  8 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  at,  North  Edisto,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  gratified  to  hear  that  you  have  got  ready  for  service  so 
promptly.  You  will  please  proceed,  at  any  hour  in  the  morning  most 
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convenient  to  yourself,  to  North  Edisto  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Ehiud,  wlio  is  short  of  supplies  and  coal,  receiving  from  him 
such  information  as  liis  long  experience  there  will  suggest. 

I  have  ordered  the  Dale  to  assist  in  the  occupation  of  North  Edisto, 
and  Captain  Boutelle  has  gone  to  Otter  Island  to  pilot  her  out  of  St. 
Helena  Sound  and  into  Edisto,  when  the  transport  steamer  Boston  goes 
round  there  to  tow  her  in,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  given  to 
her  captain  by  the  U.  S.  quartermaster,  so  soon  as  he  has  delivered  the 
provisions  at  Edisto  with  which  he  left  here  this  morning. 

Respectfully, 

S.  E.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Cl.  B.  Balch, 

U.  8.  8.  Pocahontas ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  position  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew  at 
Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 


Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  5,  18(>2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  March,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  and  approve  of  the 
steps  you  have  taken  to  carry  out  my  instructions.  I  beg  you  also  to 
convey  to  Acting  Master  Commanding  T.  A.  Harris  my  approval  of  his 
actions. 

I  dispatch  this  by  the  U.  S.  surveying  vessel  Bibb,  under  Captain 
Boutelle,  assistant  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to  ascertain  from  you  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  affairs  in  ayd  around  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Captain  Boutelle  takes  down  a  12  pounder  rifled  howitzer  for  the 
Henry  Andrew,  which  is  sent  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Acting- 
Master  Harris. 

I  wish  you  to  inform  me  if  you  consider  the  Henry  Andrew  as  in  any 
danger  from  the  rebel  tire  where  she  lies,  and  whether  she  can  maintain 
her  position  inside  the  bar  without  improper  hazard.  My  object  in  keep¬ 
ing  her  there  was  not  only  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  arms  from  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  but  also  to  guard  the  large  quantity  of  live  oak  from 
incendiarism. 

At  this  season  the  blockade  can  be  effectually  maintained  outside, 
particularly  with  two  vessels,  but  I  should  regret  the  loss  of  the  timber, 
yet  this  must  be  submitted  to  if  thefe  is  any  risk  of  the  loss  of  the 
Henry  Andrew  in  her  present  position. 

You  will  therefore  act  according  to  your  best  judgment  in  the  matter, 


and  withdraw  her  if  necessary  outside  the  bar. 

You  will  please  reply  in  full  to  this  communication,  informing  me  of 
your  wants  in  the  various  departments  of  both  vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

F  S.F.Uu  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson, 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  [Inlet.] 


p.  s. _ Since  the  above  was  written  the  Bibb  goes  down  under  charge 

of  her  first  officer,  Mr.  Platt. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Letter  of  commendation  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant :  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  the  recovery  of  the  yacht  America. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  write  to  you  since  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  28tli  ultimo,  informing  me  of  your  recovery  of 
the  yacht  America. 

I  beg  you  to  receive  my  commendations  and  congratulations  on  this 
interesting  service,  in  the  performance  of  which  you  have  shown  so 
much  untiring  determination  and  skill.  I  have  received  from  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Irwin,  of  whom  you  have  spoken  so  favorably  in  your  report,  a  full 
account  of  the  event. 

Please  convey  my  thanks  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  and  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Dungau,  whose  valuable  assistance  is  also  referred  to  by  you. 

The  historic  interest  which  attaches  to  this  vessel  and  the  incidents 
attending  her  career  up  to  the  time  of  your  remarkable  capture  and 
recovery  of  her,  make  me  very  anxious  to  get  her  safely  to  Port  Royal, 
where  1  purpose  to  relit  her  and  send  her  North. 

You  will  therefore  use  your  best  judgment  in  getting  her  towed  up 
by  the  first  army  transport  that  may,  with  the  approval  of  General 
Wright,  undertake  the  service,  recommending  great  caution  to  the 
captain  in  the  performance  of  it.  If  you  think  any  other  mode  be  pref¬ 
erable,  please  suggest  it. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa ,  Senior  Officer  in  St.  John’s  River: 


P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within  communication  I  have  been  informed, 
through  a  message  this  moment  received  from  Brigadier-General  Ben- 
ham,  that  the  order  had  gone  forward  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Jacksonville,  stating  that  the  occupation  of  it  was  a  military  error. 

I  endeavored  unofficially  to  represent  the  political  requirements  of 
Florida  and  the  necessity  of  holding  Jacksonville  by  a  respectable 
force  in  both  branches,  but  this  is  no  longer  a  question.  I  write  to  call 
your  special  attention  as  to  what  may  be  the  effect  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  troops,  and  you  must  have  a  vigilant  eye  to  the  safety  of  the 
naval  force  under  your  command. 

You  will,  of  course,  give  all  the  security  you  can,  and  hold,  as  far  as 
you  are  able,  the  city  of  Jacksonville  and  the  coast  of  the  St.  John’s 
River,  but  you  must  not  unnecessarily  hazard  your  vessel  in  guarding 
that  which  is  the  duty  of  the  Army  to  protect,  if  protection  is  necessary. 

The  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  our  first  duty,  and  you  will 
see  that  (his  is  ellectually  maintained  by  your  force,  whether  inside  or 
outside  of  the  bar. 

I  can  not  be  more  specific,  but  I  rely  upon  your  discretion  and  judg¬ 
ment  in  meeting  this  new  condition  of  affairs. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  all  protection  to  loyal  people  that  you  can 
give  will  meet  my  warm  approval,  even  to  receiving  them  on  board. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Drayton , 

U.  S'.  Navy ,  to  aid  in  the  forwarding  of  dispatches  for  Lieutenant 

Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  St.  Johns  River,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C .,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  sending  the  Bibb,  under  Mr.  Platt,  her  executive  officer, 
to  Mosquito  and  St.  Augustine,  with  orders  to  run  in  and  communicate 
with  you. 

The  Bibb  can  not  cross  the  St.  John’s  Bar,  and  I  have  no  means  of 
communicating  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens.  Will  you  for¬ 
ward  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  him,  and  if  you  can  carry  out  in 
any  way  my  wishes  expressed  therein  With  regard  to  the  yacht  Amer¬ 
ica  1  wish  you  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Fernandina. 

p.  s. — You  will  perceive  by  my  postscript  to  the  communication  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  the  great  importance  of  sending  my 
dispatch  to  him. 

I  have  since  learned  that  our  new  military  authorities  have  directed 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Jacksonville,  which  has  caused  me 
to  send  the  Isaac  Smith  there  at  once,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson  will  deliver  the  dispatch  himself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens.  The  military  force,  I  learn,  is  to  be  somewhat  increased  at 
St.  Augustine,  which  enables  me  to  withdraw  the  Smith.  I  feel  great 
concern  for  the  inhabitants  of  Jacksonville  who  have  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  the  Union  cause,  and  though  my  duty  is  to  blockade  and  not 
to  protect.  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  to  do  all  he 

can  to  effect  the  latter.  ^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Viele,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  rumored,  readi¬ 
ness  of  Confederates  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Pulaslci,  Savannah  River. 

Daufuskie  Island,  April  6,  1862. 
General:  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  seen  you  here  yesterday,  as  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  you  see  what  my  arrangements  are. 

A  ne°ro  from  Fort  Pulaski  came  in  last  evening.  He  says  that  Col¬ 
onel  Olmstead,  at  the  fort,  read  a  letter  on  parade  from  the  command¬ 
ing  general  at  Savannah,  saying  that  the  preparations  were  completed 
for  relieving  the  garrison,  and  that  it  would  be  done  in  a  few  days  with 
their  entire  force  of  30,000  men  if  necessary.  They  are  to  attack  the 
batteries  on  the  river  simultaneously  with  those  on  Tybee,  I  under¬ 
stand  that  Commodore  Du  Pont  talks  of  taking  the  gunboats  away  from 
here  This  would  leave  me  in  an  extraordinary  position  of  helpless¬ 
ness!  I  think  that  all  the  light-draft  boats  at  the  disposal  of  the  com¬ 
modore  should  be  here  or  in  this  vicinity  at  this  time.  With  their  aid 
w6  can  give  the  rebels  a  crushing  defeat  if  they  attack  us. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  v  Egbert  L.  Viele, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 
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[Endorsement.] 

•  * 

Extract  from  letter  from  General  Yiele  received  April  6,  1862.  In 
absence  of  General  Benham,  referred  to  General  Hunter  for  action.  If 
the  letter  referred  to  was  read  on  the  parade  as  of  the  day  when  it  is 
said  a  person  got  access  to  the  fort,  it  must  have  been  read  some  two 
days  ago  or  more. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  Ely, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

Most  respectfully  referred  to  Commodore  Du  Pont,  flag-officer,  U.  S. 
Navy,  who  is  most  earnestly  requested  to  give  us  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power.  As  two  days  have  elapsed  since  the  reading  of  the  letter 
in  Pulaski,  the  time  for  its  relief  is  at  hand  and  all  our  exertions  for 
the  safety  of  the  batteries  should  be  made  at  once. 

D.  Hunter, 

Major -  General. 


Letter  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Hunter, 

U.  S.  Army,  regarding  naval  vessels  sent  to  Wall’s  Gut ,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  6,  1862. 

General:  I  have  this  moment  received  the  letter  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  \  iele  to  Brigadier  General  Benham  referred  by  you  to  me,  and 
have  already  made  signal  to  the  armed  tug  Mercury  to  reioin  the  naval 
force  at  Wall’s  Cut. 

The  Mercury  is  the  only  vessel  I  have  of  which  the  draft  will  admit 
of  going  to  the  support  of  General  Viele.  I  have  no  intention  of  with¬ 
drawing  the  gunboats  in  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers  without  first  inform¬ 
ing  you  of  the  same,  though  I  want  them  much  elsewhere. 

I  am  looking  hourly  for  the  Seneca,  an  Xl-inch  cannon  gunboat,  which 
I  will  immediately  place  at  your  disposal. 

The  force  at  Wassaw  I  increased  yesterday  by  the  Vandalia,  sailing 
corvette,  making  four  vessels  there,  three  steamers. 

Excuse  the  haste  of  this  note  and  believe  me,  general,  with  great 
respect,  yours,  most  truly,  ’  s 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Major-General  D.  Hunter,  Flag  Officer. 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  names  of  addi¬ 
tional  vessels  cavtured  by  the  blockading  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  6,  1862. 
brn:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  of 
some  vessels  not  heretofore  communicated.  1 

The  British  schooner  Arrow  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S  Bienville 
Commander  C.  Steedman,  on  the  25th  of  February  last.  -  ’ 
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She  was  discovered  early  in  the  morning  by  the  Bienville  when  cruis¬ 
ing  off  St.  John’s,  Fla.,  standing  toward  the  land.  Finding  herself 
pursued,  she  altered  her  course  first  to  the  northward  and  then  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.  When  overtaken  she  hoisted  English  colors. 

The  Arrow  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  purported  to  be 
bound  to  New  York.  Her  cargo  was  salt,  which,  with  her  position  so 
near  the  coast  and  steering  directly  for  the  land,  seems  enough  to  secure 
her  condemnation. 

The  schooner  Alert  was  also  captured  off  St.  John’s  by  the  Bienville 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26tli  February.  She  was  taken  just  off  the  bar 
when  attempting  to  cross.  Her  master  and  owner  is  William  Hone,  of 
the  city  of  Savannah,  who  was  taken  north  as  a  prisoner  by  the  Bien¬ 
ville.  She  cleared  from  Havana  and  her  cargo,  by  her  bill  of  lading, 
consisted  of  25,000  cigars  and  207  bags  of  coffee. 

The  schooner  Julia  Worden  and  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  were 
captured  in  Cape  Eomain  passage,  between  the  Santee  River  and 
Charleston  (the  first  on  the  27th  and  the  second  on  the  29th  ultimo),  by 
the  U.  S.  armed  bark  Restless ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy, 
commanding.  Their  cargoes  were  rice  and  corn  meal. 

The  four  vessels  above  named  are  now  in  this  port.  I  have  ordered 
a  board  of  officers  to  appraise  their  value,  the  value  of  their  cargoes, 
and  to  determine  their  seaworthiness.  When  the  reports  are  ready,  1 
will  inform  the  Department  of  the  result. 

The  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre ,  of  Charleston,  from  Calcutta,  was  captured 
on  the  18th  ultimo  by  the  blockading  squadron  whilst  steering  directly 
for  Charleston  Harbor.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  2,173  bales  of  gunny 
cloth.  Commander  Goldsborongh  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudica¬ 
tion.  Most  of  her  crew  went  north  in  the  steamer  Oriental ,  which  left 
Port  Royal  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

The  English  sloop  Coquette,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  was  captured 
by  the  Susquehanna,  Captain  Lardner,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d 
instant,  about  2  miles  from  Charleston  Bar.  She  had  a  cargo  suitable 
for  and  in  great  demand  in  a  Southern  port.  Captain  Lardner  sent  her 
to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

Another  schooner  was  seen  on  shore  by  the  blockading  vessels  on 
Sullivan’s  Island,  where  she  remains  a  wreck. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  Senate  resolution  regarding  the  reported 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  Ajgril  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  3d 
instant,  received  from  the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  chairman  Committee 
Naval  Affairs,  U.  S.  Senate,  asking  information  respecting  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  coast,  particularly  the  port  of  Charleston,  which  sub¬ 
ject  the  committee  are  directed  to  enquire  into  by  resolution  of  the 
Senate. 
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The  Department  invites  your  particular  attention  to  Mr.  Hale’s  letter 
and  the  resolution  it  embodies,  and  desires  you  to  furnish  as  early  as 
practicable  a  full  report  on  the  subjects  of  enquiry. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  etc. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Senate  Naval  Committee  Doom,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  A  resolution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  this  committee: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  he  instructed  to  enquire  whether 
there  has  been  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  our  naval  officers  charged  with  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast,  and  particularly  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  and 
whether  there  he  any  foundation  in  truth  for  the  statement  made  by  the  British  con¬ 
sul  to  his  Government,  that  aimed  troopships  of  the  Confederate  States,  carrying 
munition^  of  war,  have  been  allowed  to  go  in  and  out  of  Charleston  and  no  attempt 
made  to  stop  them,  and  that  the  committee  have  po^er  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

In  behalf  of  the  committee  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  com¬ 
municate  to  them  all  the  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department 
relative  to  the  matter  enquired  of  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  also 
that  you  will  as  early  as  practicable  obtain  from  the  naval  officers 
stationed  near  Charleston  and  charged  with  the  blockade  of  that  port 
a  full  and  explicit  statement  touching  the  same  subject  of  enquiry. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  P.  Hale, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Truxtun ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  retain  command  in  St,  Helena  Sound  and  South  Edisto,  South 
Carolina. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  full  reconsideration,  I  have  determined  to  revoke  the  orders 
before  given  to  you. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  waters  of  St. 
Helena  Sound  and  South  Edisto,  placing  your  ship  in  the  best  position 
for  that  purpose,  informing  Captain  Boutelle  of  this  change  in  your 
orders. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Lieutenant  TJommanding 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


W.  T.  Truxtun, 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale,  St.  Helena. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Prentiss ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross ,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  April  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C., 
aud  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  George  A.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  off  Beaufort,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  by 

the  U.  S.  steamers  E.  B.  Hale  and  Mercury,  in  Wright’s  River,  South 

Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 

Wright’s  River,  South  Carolina,  April  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  this  date,  I  proceeded  with 
this  vessel  aud  the  steam  tug  Mercury  so  far  up  Wright’s  River  as  1 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  venture,  which  was  within  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  of  the  earthwork  in  process  of  construction  by  the  rebels  at 
what  is  called  the  “  rice  plantation,”  on  the  borders  of  the  North  Chan¬ 
nel  of  Savannah  River. 

On  my  way  up  I  saw  a  force  of  150  or  200  men  located  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  above  Fort  Drayton.  Some  of  them  were  mounted.  I  threw 
shell  among  them,  the  first  one  exploding  in  their  midst  and  causing 
them  to  disperse  in  all  directions.  I  also  saw  a  few  men  about  the  fort, 
but  could  discover  no  signs  of  its  being  reoccupied  by  the  rebels;  the 
shell  thrown  into  it  failed  to  elicit  a  reply. 

I  turned  my  attention  next  to  the  forces  encamped  on  the  rice  plan¬ 
tation,  in  number,  I  judge,  500,  a  large  portion  occupying  the  negro 
quarters. 

A  few  well-directed  shell  from  this  vessel  and  the  Mercury  caused  a 
rapid  evacuation  and  a  retreat  to  the  earthworks.  Several  shell 
exploded  immediately  over  them,  and  one  at  the  corner  of  the  mill. 

Our  10-second  shell  could  reach  them  easily  from  our  position,  and 
had  the  tide  permitted  a  longer  stay,  I  should  have  remained  and  com¬ 
pleted  the  work  of  shelling  them  out.  But  as  in  passing  up  we  found 
in  one  place  but  9  feet  of  water,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  return,  pre¬ 
ferring  such  a  course  rather  than  being  taken  at  a  disadvantage.  A 
causeway  distant  from  us  but  one-fourth  of  a  mile  would  have  enabled 
the  enemy  to  bring  guns  to  bear  upon  us,  and  a  low  tide  would  have 
prevented  a  retirement. 

Below  I  append  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  of  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Gillis, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  E.  B,  Hale. 

Lieutenant  N.  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla. 

10-second  shell 
15-second  shell 
5-second  shell 


30 

3 

3 


•46 


Total . 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  T)u  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  8. 
Nary ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C .,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Flambeau ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner  for  blockading 
duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur, 

U.  S.  8.  Flambeau ,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Hunter ,  U.  8.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 
U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  contemplated  attack  upon  Fort  Pulaski,  Savan¬ 
nah  River. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  8.  C.,  April  8,  1862. 
Commodore:  1  contemplate  opening  the  attack  on  Fort  Pulaski  by 
sunrise  to-morrow  morning  and  have  to  ask  of  you  all  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  in  your  power.  A  few  days’  further  delay  would  place 
our  batteries  on  Tybee  Island  in  a  more  perfect  condition,  perhaps;  but 
I  am  satisfied  that  such  delay  would  be  of  more  service  to  the  enemy 
than  to  ourselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

D.  Hunter, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Hunter, 

U.  8.  Army ,  responding  to  the  request  of  the  latter  for  cooperation 

against  Fort  Pulaski. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port,  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  8,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  your  communication  of  this  date  and  will  be  happy 
to  give  any  assistance  you  may  deem  advisable;  but  I  have  not  a  vessel 
that  could  be  of  the  slightest  support,  of  sufficiently  light  draft  to  enter 
Tybee  Lioads,  except  the  regular  gunboats.  They  are  all  away,  except 
the  Unadilla,  at  Wright’s  River,  with  Brigadier-General  Yiele’s  com¬ 
mand. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Rodgers  to  go  on  shore  and  call  upon  you  in 
reference  to  the  matter. 

I  had  ordered  the  Vandalia  from  Tybee  Roads  round  to  Wassaw  to 
increase  the  force  there,  at  General  Benham’s  request.  If  she  has 
not  left  Tybee,  and  you  prefer  she  should  remain  there,  I  will  send 
an  order  to  that  effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wells ,  U.  8. 
Na  vy ,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Vandalia. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  8,  1862. 
Sir:  If  this  order  reaches  you  in  time  you  will  please  remain  at 
Tybee  Roads,  if  the  military  commanding  officer  considers  you  are  of 
more  service  in  your  present  position;  otherwise,  proceed  at  once  to 
W  assaw. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

'  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  Wells, 

U.  8.  Shi p  Vandalia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Golds- 
borough ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  violation  of  orders  in  the  matter  of 
correspondence  with  newspapers. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C .,  April  8 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  perceive  in  the  New  York  Times  of  April  4  a  letter  dated 
from  the  Florida ,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  to  the  New  York  Times  and  signed 


“  J.  S.  C.” 


This  public  correspondence  with  a  newspaper  I  consider  a  violation 
of  my  General  Orders,  No.  8. 

1  am  determined  to  send  home  every  officer  in  this  fleet  who  violates 
this  order,  and  I  request  that  you  should  let  this  be  understood  in 
future  on  board  of  your  ship. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  S.  Florida ,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson ,  (J.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  general  affairs  in 

and  about  St.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Augustine ,  Fla.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  communications  of  yesterday  I  have  received  your 
orders  (by  the  Bibb)  to  leave  for  St.  John’s  River. 

I  shall  be  unable  to  leave  before  the  full  moon,  if  then,  as  the  tides 
have  been  so  very  low  for  some  time  past  that  it  is  dangerous  even  for 
one  of  our  cutters  to  cross  the  bar. 

The  small  schooner  United  States,  that  brought  the  provisions  to  us, 
has  been  lying  at  the  bar  for  the  last  eight  days,  unable  to  get  over, 
and  she  only  draws  7  feet. 

You  are  aware  probably  that  I  have  but  15  tons  of  coal,  or  two  days 
steaming,  none  having  been  sent  down  to  me.  My  provisions  will  last 
some  time,  as  I  have  purchased  some  from  the  sale  of  the  prize  schooner. 

Will  you  send  me  orders  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  two  schooners, 
the  Garibaldi,  captured  in  here,  and  British  Empire,  at  Matanzas  1  In 
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my  opinion  the  latter  is  nearly  worthless,  being  an  old  lumber  vessel, 
and,  after  being  stripped  of  anything  of  use,  had  best  be  burned. 

What  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  crew  of  said  schooner1?  The 
captain  and  three  of  the  crew  are  from  Jacksonville;  the  remaining  two 
are  from  Nassau. 

In  my  communication  of  yesterday  I  stated  my  reasons  for  disposing 
of  the  cargo  prior  to  its  being  condemned.  The  sale  will  be  concluded 
to-day,  and  such  articles  as  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  town  I  will 
take  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

Having  acted  in  this  matter  of  the  prize  schooner  from  the  best 
motives,  viz,  to  relieve  my  fellow-creatures  in  distress,  I  trust  that  you 
will  approve  of  my  proceedings  in  writing,  that  I  may  forward  that 
approval  with  the  other  documents  for  the  consideration  of  the  court 
that  has  to  adjudicate. 

Can  you  not  send  me  answers  to  this  before  the  next  spring  tide  (the 
14th  instant)1? 

Matanzas  Inlet  had  10  feet  of  water  at  the  time  the  schooner  ran  in; 
they  buoyed  the  bar  out. 

They  left  the  Cecile  steamer,  also  j Ella  Warley,  at  Nassau,  both 
loading. 

Everything  appears  to  be  quiet,  although  rumors  of  an  exciting  char¬ 
acter  are  flying  around  of  the  advance  of  Governor  Milton,  with  8,000 
troops,  upon  Jacksonville  and  this  town.  Most  of  the  men  appear  to 
be  well  disposed,  while  many  of  the  ladies  are  becoming  to  be  ladylike, 
while  others  are.  still  bitter  toward  the  defenders  of  that  flag  under 
which  they  have  enjoyed  such  prosperity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stevens ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  master  of  the  steamer 
Cosmopolitan ,  urging  that  transports  preserve  their  proper  stations 
in  line. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St.  John’s  River ,  Florida ,  April  ,9, 1862. 
My  Dear  Captain:  I  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  impressing 
upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  for  the  transports  to  preserve  their 
proper  stations  in  the  line;  otherwise  the  vessels  of  war  designed  for 
the  protection  of  the  transports  and  troops  on  board  will  be  unable  to 
afford  it. 

Within  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  below,  our  vessels  have  been 
tired  upon  from  the  thickets  by  the  rebels,  and  I  design  shelling  them 
out  if  there. 

Yours,  truly, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Captain  [A.  0.]  Crocker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Cosmopolitan. 
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Letter  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Forbes  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for¬ 
warding  information  regarding  the  proposed  attempt  to  break  the 
blockade. 

Beaufort,  April  9,  1862. 


My  Dear  Commodore:  I  have  just  received  a  line  from  our  friend 
P.  S.  Forbes,  dated  New  York,  2d  April,  in  which  he  says  he  has  cer¬ 
tain  information  that  the  rebels  are  expecting  three  ironclad  steamers 
from  Europe,  with  the  intention  of  breaking  the  blockade.  He  fears 
they  are  on  the  way  now,  and  begs  me  at  once  to  report  the  informa¬ 


tion  to  you. 

You  are  aware  that  our  friend  has  very  intimate  relations  with  the 
French  naval  officers  and  also  has  a  very  close  correspondence  with 
Paris.  He  does  not  indicate  where  he  gets  his  information,  bntl  think 
it  worth  sending  to  you  promptly. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Forbes. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  postponement 
of  the  attack  upon  Fort  Pulaski ,  Savannah  River. 

Tybee,  April  9,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  The  batteries  were  not  quite  ready  last 
night,  all  the  artillerists  had  not  been  sufficiently  instructed,  a  colum- 
biad  and  a  mortar  remained  to  be  mounted,  and  General  Hunter  deter¬ 
mined  to  defer  the  attack  until  to-morrow  morning.  There  are  35 
mortars  and  cannon  in  battery  at  Tybee. 

There  is  a  serious  want  of  fuzes,  and  I  have  told  the  general  that  1 
was  sure  you  would  aid  him  to  the  extent  ot  your  resources.  Lieutenant 
Shunk,  the  chief  of  ordnance,  has  been  ordered  to  apply  to  you  for  what 
you  can  give.  Mr.  Preston  can  show  him  the  inventory  of  the  Haseltine 
with  our  ordnance  stores,  and  we  might  supply  some  from  the  Wahasli. 

General  Hunter  will  give  a  battery  to  a  detachment  from  the  Wabash 
if  you  will  send  one.  It  strikes  me  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  Navy  to  have  a  hand  in  the  bombardment.  If  we  take  the  battery 
we  should  man  it  with  our  best  men,  who  know  how  to  aim  well,  for 
they  would  be  much  observed.  Seventy-five  or  a  hundred  men  would 
answer,  furnishing  three  reliefs,  for  the  army  guns  are  much  more  easdy 
worked  than  ours.  Our  batteries  are  very  well  placed,  the  mortars 
are  superb,  the  guns  excellent,  but  I  do  not  think  much  of  the  defenses 

against  the  enemy’s  shot.  ,  .  ,  „  ,  ,  .  ,. 

I  beg  you  to  pardon  the  great  haste  in  which  I  write,  and  to  befieve 

me  mv  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  most  faithfully  yours, 

’  J  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


It  is  quite  important  about  the  fuzes.  Preston  had  better  do  all  he 

can  to  help  Mr.  Shunk.  ,  T  ...  , 

I  enclose  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Gillmore.  I  think  a 
portion  of  his  requisition  can  be  furnished  from  our  ship  and  the 


Haseltine. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
Badgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  articles  required,  for  the  attach  upon  Fort 
Pulaski. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Tyhee  Island,  Ga.,  April  9,  1862. 

Captain:  The  articles  we  require  the  most  to  enable  us  to  opeu  tire 
in  fair  condition  are  5,000  X-inch  columbiad  cartridge  bags,  or  flannel 
to  make  them  of;  2,500  X-inch  sabots  and  tin  straps  (sabots  for  IX-inch 
shells  will  answer);  6,000  paper  fuzes  (10,  14,  and  20  seconds);  1,200 
Vlll-inch  sabots  and  straps  (sabots  for  32-pounder  shells  will  answer). 

If  you  can  assist  me  in  getting  any  or  all  of  the  above-named  articles 
from  any  of  the  gunboats  in  Wassaw  Sound,  you  will  do  a  great  public 
service  and  confer  a  favor  on, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

On  hoard  TJ.  S.  Transport  McClellan,  Tyhee. 


A  note  from  you  to  the  senior  officer  at  Wassaw  would  perhaps  facili¬ 
tate  matters. 


Q.  A.  G. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Batch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in 
North  Edisto  Biver,  South  Carolina,  April  9-10,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

North  Edisto  Biver ,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  the  sailing  of  the  Crusader  I  have  endeavored  to  become 
acquainted,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  localities  of  this  station;  and 
that  we  might  more  effectually  cooperate  with  the  forces  stationed  on 
North  Edisto,  I  invited  Colonel  E.  Q.  Fellows,  of  the  Third  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Regiment,  and  several  members  of  his  staff  to  come  aboard,  that 
we  might  together  make  a  reconnoissance  up  the  North  Edisto. 

On  the  9th  instant  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  passing  the  mouth  of 
the  Dawho,  and  anchored  a  short  distance  above  the  position  where 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rliind  found  the  torpedoes,  and  which  he  so 
successfully  captured. 

Having  been  informed  by  a  contraband  that  there  was  a  battery  of 
two  guns  on  Bear  Bluff,  and  observing  some  rebels  on  shore,  I  directed 
the  X-inch  gun  to  be  tired  in  that  direction.  This  dispersed  the  rebels, 
but  bi  ought  no  reply  from  the  battery,  and  we  were  of  the  opinion  that 
there  was  no  battery  on  Bear  Bluff. 

Having  received  an  invitation  from  Colonel  Fellows,  of  the  Third 
New  Hampshire  Regiment,  commanding  the  post,  to  cross  the  island 
and  visit  the  outposts,  I  gladly  availed  myself  of  his  kind  offer  and 
accompanied  him  to  the  South  Edisto  side  of  the  island,  and  near  to 
Watt  s  Cut,  where  we  saw  only  about  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  rebel 
pickets,  but  did  not  go  nearer  them  than  easy  rifle  range 

The  admirable  disposition  of  the  troops  at  the  present  time  secures, 
n  my  judgment,  the  complete  control  of  this  island  and  vicinity,  and 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  can  be  successfully  repelled  by  the  force  now 
nere. 
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We  draw  from  the  reeonnoissance  made  on  the  9th  instant  aboard 
this  ship,  and  on  the  10th  instant  across  the  island,  that  a  light-draft 
gunboat  off  Jehossee  Island,  in  the  South  Edisto,  and  a  vessel  oft  the 
Dawlio,  as  recommended  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Khind,  which 
position  I  shall  take  in  the  morning,  will  render  an  attack  from  the 

rebels  impossible.  . 

I  need  ouly  say  that  the  heartiest  cordiality  exists  betwixt  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  this  post  and  myself,  not  ouly  socially,  but  officially.  I 
have  expressed  my  desire  to  cooperate  in  every  way  most  advantageous 
to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  aboard  the  Pocahontas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  _  ,  _  7  0  „ 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Loyal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  St, 

Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  April  10,  1862. 

Sie  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  1st  instant,  I  proceeded  fiom 
Port  Royal  Harbor  to  this  place,  relieving  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch,  who  sailed  to  Port  Royal  for  supplies. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  on  St.  Simon’s  a  colony  of  -6  men,  6 
women,  and  9  children,  contrabands,  since  which  there  has  been  an 
addition  of  14  men.  All  of  these  are  at  work  planting  potatoes  corn 
etc.,  and  are  doing  well,  requiring  as  yet  but  little  aid  m  the  line  ot 
provisions  aside  from  what  is  to  be  had  on  the  place.  , 

I  have  visited  Dubiguon’s  plantation,  on  Jekyl  Island,  and  procured 
a  supply  of  sweet  potatoes  for  use  ot  the  colony.  ,,  , 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Potomska  I  dispatched  her  to  the  north  end  ot 
St,  Simon’s  Island  to  blockade  Doboy,  etc.,  and  prevent  any  landing  on 

that  end  of  the  island.  _  ,  ,  ..  . 

Having  heard  this  morning  from  an  intelligent  contraband  that  a 

schooner  loaded  with  blankets,  shoes,  etc.,  had  run  into  St  Catherine  s 
some  ten  days  since,  and  is  now  lying  back  ot  the  island  trading  with 
the  rebels,  I  intend  sending  an  armed  boat  with  orders  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Watmough  to  take  the  schooner  if  safe  and  practicable. 

I  have  my  men  at  work  on  Jekyl  Island  getting  the  railioad  iron 
from  the  forts  to  the  beach.  I  should  judge  there  will  be  about  Ho 

t0 Commander  Godon  left  orders  that  when  the  iron  was  removed  to 
blow  up  the  casemated  forts.  Should  you  desire  the  forts  destroyed,  I 

can  do  so  by  burning.  , .  ^  , 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Lanieb 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  Commander  Lanier ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watmough ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomska ,  to  search  for  blockade  runner 

near  St.  Catherine’s,  Ca. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

St.  Simon’s  Sound ,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  beard  from  contrabands  that  a  schooner  some  ten  days 
since  ran  the  blockade  and  that  she  is  now  lying  back  of  St.  Cathe¬ 
rine’s,  between  that  island  and  the  main.  I  have  sent  Acting  Master 
[John  S.]  Dennis  with  0  marines  and  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  in  case  you 
may  need  their  services. 

If  you  can  go  in  the  Potomska  you  may  be  able  to  take  the  schooner. 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  expose  the  boats  where  you  can  not  cover  them 
with  your  guns.  I  trust  to  your  own  good  judgment  to  guide  you  in 
this  affair,  if  you  go.  Your  pilot  will  be  able  to  inform  you  if  you  can 
get  through,  with  good  water  back  of  the  island. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 

(Jo  7117H  ClTtcl  6V 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 

U.  s.  S.  Potomska,  East  End  St.  Simon’s. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ivithdraical  from 
Jacksonville  in  view  of  the  presence  in  that  vicinity  of  a  large  Confed- 
ovate  j ovco  • 

U.  S.  G-unboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Mayport,  Fla.,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  consultation  with  General  Wright,  who  had  orders  to 
evacuate  Jacksonville  and  withdraw  the  land  forces,  I  concluded  to 
withdraw  the  naval  forces  under  my  command  to  this  place.  A  large 

+Wn!  r'6  vicmity  of  Jacksonville  renders  a  conflict  between 

them  and  our  forces  probable,  m  which  event  the  town  would  be  in 

aS  !f'  c°ntain?  a  lar&e  amount  of  property  belonging  to  Union 
people,  this  was  the  mam  reason  which  influenced  my  course. 

he  Ellen  returns  to  Jacksonville  to-day  with  orders  to  send  a  boat 
on  shore  under  a  flag  ot  truce  to  land  Judge  Burritt  and  family  who 
came  on  board  the  Ottawa  for  protection,  and  now  desire  to  return 

thehouseo^Dr^avs11'  y°U  1  Tited  0ranSe  Mills  and  shelled 

oniPfi Tn  in  h, ,1s’  alter  being  satisfied  he  was  the  party  mainly  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  abduction  ot  De  Costa.  Should  I  not  receive  instructions 
from  you  m  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  I  shall  vSt  for  the 

authorities  [th  atj^m  stil  1  ImWpossesIhln  oJlhTliZ  ^CaptafnBudd 

T .  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  IT.  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  S.  E.  Du  Pont,  a 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant  Stevens ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ellen ,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Jack¬ 
sonville. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Mayport ,  f Fla.],  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  The  open  instructions,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  you  will  show 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rebel  troops  at  Jacksonville  to  explain 
the  object  of  your  visit. 

Availing  yourself  of  this  opportunity,  you  will  examine  carefully  the 
different  points  upon  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  informing  yourself 
whether  there  is  any  evidence  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebels 
to  prevent  our  free  occupation  of  it. 

While  cautioning  you  against  the  probability  of  ambuscades,  I  would 
also  caution  you  against  an  unnecessary  display  of  force.  The  mission 
intrusted  to  your  charge  is  a  delicate  and  responsible  one,  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  "which  I  rely  upon  your  discretion  and  judgment. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  St.  John’s. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ellen. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Mayport ,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Ellen  to  Jacksonville  and  there  land 
Judge  S.  L.  Burritt  and  family,  with  such  of  their  effects  as  are  on 
board  your  vessel  if  he  should  desire  it,  unless  objections  should  be 
made  thereto  by  the  enemy,  who  may  be  in  occupation  of  the  place. 

On  your  arrival  at  Jacksonville,  should  a  force  be  there,  you  will 
send  a  boat  on  shore  with  a  white  flag  and  exhibit  these  instructions 
to  the  officer  in  command  to  show  him  the  purpose  of  your  visit. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  your  mission,  you  will  return 
without  delay  and  report  to  me  at  this  place. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  John’s. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ellen. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Baxter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  resume  blockade  duty  off  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  under  youi 
command  and  resume  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  0.,  reporting  to 
Commander  Le  Boy,  of  the  Keys  tone  State. 

Please  see  that  you  have  the  mails  for  the  last-named  vessel. 
Bespectfully,  etc.,  . 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  Port  Royal. 
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Participation  of  a  naval  force  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort 
Pulaski ,  O' <7.,  April  10-11,  1862.* 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir:  The  dispatches  from  the  commanding  general  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  convey  the  gratifying 
intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

It  was  a  purely  military  operation,  the  result  of  laborious  and  scien¬ 
tific  preparation  and  of  consummate  skill  and  bravery  in  the  execution. 

It  would  not  have  pertained  to  me  to  address  you  in  reference  to  this 
brilliant  aud  successful  achievement  had  not  Major-General  Hunter, 
with  a  generous  spirit,  long  to  be  remembered,  permitted  the  Navy  to 
be  represented  on  this  interesting  occasion  by  allowing  a  detachment 
of  seamen  aud  officers  from  this  ship  to  serve  one  of  the  breaching  bat¬ 
teries.  I  have  thanked  the  general  personally  for  this  kindness,  and  I 
desire  at  the  same  time  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  Brigadier- 
General  Benham  and  Acting  Brigadier-General  Gillmore  for  acts  of 
consideration  shown  by  them  to  my  officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Kodgers,  who  had  the 
honor  to  command  Battery  Sigel  on  the  second  and  important  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Special  Order  of  Brigadier-General  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  assigning  naval  detachment  to  Bat¬ 
tery  Sigel. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No-  ;  Tybee  Island,  6a.,  April  11,  1862—4  a.  m. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  having,  in  compliance  with  a  request  from  the 
major-general  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  directed  a 
detachment  of  sailors  from  the  frigate  Wabash,  under  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  John  Irwin,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  report  to  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Bodm¬ 
ers,  U.  S.  Navy,  tor  service  in  one  of  the  batteries,  they  are  assigned 
to  Battery  Sigel,  just  vacated  by  two  companies  of  the  Forty-sixth  New 
York  State  Volunteers,  and  will  take  charge  of  the  three  30-pounder 
Parrott  and  one  1’4-pounder  James  on  tlie  right  of  the  battery. 

The  balance  of  the  battery  will  remain  with  Captain  Turner  U  S 
Army,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  will  be  served  by  a  detachment 
ot  the  Eighth  Maine  Eegiment  under  Captain  McArthur 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore 


First  Lieut., 


^  .  _  .  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

1  ot.  Lngmeers,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


*  For  reports  of  army  operations,  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union 
ate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Vols.  VI  and  LIII 


and  Confeder- 
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0,4.,  o,  Flag-Officer  Du  Pen.,  Uta,  te  Lieutenant  U,  s.  to  cemm.nd  d«. 

nient  from  the  IT.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Wabash, 

q  _  ,  Tr  Port  Royal,  8.  C. ,  April  9 ,  1862. 

biR:  General  Hunter  having  kindly  suggested  that  he  would  give  a 
^ery  ^Island  established  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski 

n(10£CerS,an  d  !CreW  °n  tl:e  Wabash,  Yon  will  please  take  such  a  force 
jf  lieutenant  Corbin  will  detail  and  report  to  Commander  C.  E  P 
Lodgers  tor  this  purpose. 

l  am  well  assured  you  will  do  honor  to  yourself  on  this  service  and 
sustain  the  reputation  of  your  ship. 

Bespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Lieutenant  Irwin,  Flog  Office) . 

TT.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  April  13,  1862. 

Sra  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  detachment  from 
this  ship  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  part  in  the  bombardment 
of  hort  Pulaski.  It  reached  Tybee  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  iust 
betore  the  fire  was  opened,  and  the  batteries  being  already  manned 
our  men  could  not  participate  in  the  action  of  the  first  day 

General  Hunter,  General  Benham,  and  General  Gillmore,  all  mani¬ 
fested  the  most  generous  desire  to  give  the  Navy  a  share  in  the  good 
v  ork,  and  on  the  11th,  the  most  important  day,  four  rifled  guns  in  Bat¬ 
tery  Sigel,  one  of  the  nearest  and  most  exposed  batteries,  and  conse- 
qiiently  one  of  the  posts  of  honor,  were  assigned  to  the  men  of  the 
}'  noash.  We  occupied  it  at  daybreak,  and  kept  up  a  steady  and  well- 
directed  fire  until  the  fort  hauled  down  its  flag,  at  2  p.  m. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  I  beg  leave  to  commend  to  you 
Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  Robertson,  and  Midshipmen  M.  L. 
Johnson  and  Frederick  Pearson;  Lewis  Bonn,  captain  of  the  forecastle! 
and  George  H.  Wood,  quartermaster. 

W  hen  the  enemy  hoisted  the  white  flag,  General  Benham  most  cour¬ 
teously  invited  me  to  detail  a  naval  officer  to  accompany  the  officer  sent 
by  him  to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Irwin 
upon  that  honorable  duty. 

I  spent  the  first  day  of  the  bombardment  in  the  trenches  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Hunter  and  in  visiting  the  different  batteries,  which  I  caused  to 
be  visited  by  several  of  our  officers  and  men  that  they  might  profit  by 
the  experience  to  be  acquired. 

The  bombardment  began  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  10th  and  continued  during 
the  day,  but  at  first,  while  procuring  the  ranges,  it  was  somewhat  inac¬ 
curate,  many  of  the  artillerists  being  quite  untrained. 

On  the  second  day,  in  spite  of  a  high  wind,  the  firing  from  the  rifled 
guns  and  columbiads  was  excellent,  the  former  boring  into  the  brick 
face  of  the  wall  like  augers,  the  latter  striking  like  trip  hammers  and 
breaking  off  great  masses  of  masonry  which  had  been  cut  loose  by 
the  rifles. 

The  four  upper  batteries  were  above  1,600  yards  distant  from  Pulaski, 
and  quite  beyond  the  distance  at  which  it  has  hitherto  been  held  prac¬ 
ticable  to  effect  a  breach,  but  which  proved  an  easy  breaching  range 
with  these  wonderful  projectiles  which  we  now  possess. 
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When  the  fort  surrendered,  the  barbette  guns  had  been  silenced  and 
many  of  them  had  been  dismounted;  the  breach  was  practicable  in 
two  places,  and  could  have  been  stormed  without  doubt.  Our  projec¬ 
tiles  were  passing  through  it,  and  were  knocking  down  the  opposite 
wall,  which  protected  the  main  magazine,  so  that  the  garrison  was 
convinced  that  in  an  hour  or  two  the  magazine  must  be  blown  up. 

The  heavy  XHI-inch  mortars  inflicted  much  less  injury  than  I  had 
expected.  The  casemates  did  not  seem  at  all  shaken  by  them.  The 
parade  ground  had  been  formed  into  deep  furrows,  into  which  the 
shells  rolled  and  burst  without  the  power  of  doing  much  harm. 

The  guns  used  by  the  men  of  the  Wabash  were  three  30-pounder 
Parrotts  and  one  24-pounder  James. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Wabash. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  Z7.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  April  10- 

June  16,  1862. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  June  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  proceedings  with  the  U.  S. 
bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  under  my  command  from  the  10th  of  April  up  to 
the  present  date. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  received  the  10th  of  April,  to  proceed 
with  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  and  resume  the  blockade  off  Georgetown,  S.  0., 
I,  the  following  morning  at  5  o’clock,  got  the  Gem  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  sea  with  the  wind  from  northeast. 

On  the  12th  instant,  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  in  latitude  30°  46'  X.,  longi¬ 
tude  79o  52'  W.,  fell  in  with  and  boarded  the  U.  S.  ship-of-the-line  Ver¬ 
mont,  Commander  Baldwin,  from  Boston  for  Port  Royal,  and  supplied 
him  with  the  sailing  directions  into  that  port. 

Same  day,  at  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  in  latitude  33°  04'  X.,  longitude  79°  45' 
W.,  came  up  with  and  boarded  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Mary  E.  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Searsport,  Me.,  Captain  Haverlaml,  from  Cardenas,  with  a  cargo 
of  sugar  and  molasses,  bound  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  in  latitude  33°  08'  X.,  longi¬ 
tude  79°  42'  W.,  came  up  with  and  boarded  the  schooner  Daniel  E. 
Townsend,  of  Sag  Harbor,  Captain  W.  H.  Townsend,  from  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  with  a  cargo  of  molasses,  bound  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  14th  instant,  at  2 : 15  p.  in.,  Georgetown  light-house  bearing 
W.j  distance  8  miles,  lell  in  with  U.  S.  S.  JK ey stone  State ,  Commander 
Le  Koy ,  and  reported  to  him  as  per  order.  He  assigned  to  me  a  posi- 
tion  to  blockade  between  Bottle  Channel  and  the  north  entrance  to 
Geoigetown,  so  that  I  could  have  an  eye  on  both  entrances.  At  11 
o’clock  p.  m.,  while  lying  to,  with  the  maintopsail  aback,  8  miles  E.  X.  E. 

^T®01 A.etown  light- house,  boarded  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  from 
Philadelphia,  tor  I  ort  Royal,  and  received  from  her  our  mail  and  fresh 
provisions. 

Jhe  1 5t1lx  ^stant,  at  4:20  a.  m.,  Georgetown  light-house  bearing 
-N,  W.  by  X.,  distance  6  miles,  we  saw  a  schooner  about  4  miles  south 
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from  us,  heading  to  tlie  N.  E.,  apparently  out  from  Georgetown.  I 
immediately  set  all  sail  possible  and  went  in  chase  of  her;  in  the  mean¬ 
time  we  were  discovered  from  tlie  schooner  and  she  tacked  to  the  south. 
At  5 : 30  we  had  gained  on  her  about  1  mile  when  the  steamer  Keystone 
State  was  discovered  at  the  south,  standing  toward  the  schooner. 
She  soon  came  up  with  and  captured  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel 
privateer  Dixie,  now  hailing  from  St.  John’s,  New  Brunswick,  and  called 
tli0  /Success. 

On  the  24th  instant  Albatross  came  on  this  station  to  relieve  the 
Keystone  State ,  who  left  here  the  following  day  for  Port  Royal. 

On  the  20th  instant  boarded  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Zuleika ,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Captain  C.  W.  Grozier,  from  New  York  for  Port  Royal,  with  coals 
for  the  Government. 

On  the  night  of  the  same  date,  while  lying  to  anchor,  about  6  miles 
N.  E.  from  Georgetown  light  house,  took  a  heavy  squall  from  N.  E., 
and,  a  heavy  short  sea  running,  parted  best  bower  chain  and  lost  anchor 
with  21  fathoms  chain. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  was  struck  by  lightning;  the  lightning 
striking  the  fore  royal  masthead  and  ran  down  as  far  as  the  royal 
sheave  hole,  shivering  the  head  of  the  mast,  when  it  ran  out  on  the 
sheave  bolt,  and  so  down  the  mast  to  the  deck,  without  doing  further 
damage  than  to  rip  up  the  mast  coat,  and,  scattering  itself  on  the 

anchor  chains  and  guns,  passed  off. 

May  3,  spoke  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  from  New  York,  bound  to 
Port  Royal,  and  received  from  her  a  mail,  fresh  provisions,  and  one 
box  containing  300  revolver  cartridges.  ,  _  . 

On  the  8th  instant  steamer  Keystone  State  came  up  from  1  ort  Royal 
to  us;  we  received  from  her  one  box  containing  revolvers,  cutlasses, 

etc.,  and  a  small  mail.  ^ 

On  the  20th  instant  the  steamer  Albatross ,  Captain  Prentiss,  came 
ui)  alongside  and  delivered  to  us  a  small  mail,  and  requesting  me  to 
set  underway  with  the  vessel  and  work  down  off  the  North  Santee  and 
anchor  as  near  him  as  possible  with  safety,  which  request  was  duly 


complied  with. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  steamer  Albatross  got  underway,  running 
across  our  stern,  hailed  me,  and  requested  me  to  drop  in  as  near  the 
entrance  of  the  North  Santee  as  possible  with  safety,  as  he  was  going 
up  to  Georgetown  light-house.  Shortly  after  leaving  us  he  signalized 
to  the  Norwich  to  get  underway  and  follow  him.  At  12  noon  we  saw 
them  cross  the  bar  at  Bottle  Channel,  enter  the  river,  and  proceeded  up 
out  of  sight.  On  the  22d,  in  the  afternoon,  the  steamers  came  down 
the  river  near  the  light-house  and  anchored.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing.  at  8  a.  in.,  we  saw  a  flagstaff  erected  on  the  light-house,  with  the 

glorious  flag  of  our  Union  attached  to  it. 

On  tli6  morning  of  tli6  26th  instant  saw  a  small  schooner  woiking 
into  the  entrance  of  the  North  Santee  River;  as  it  was  blowing  a  gale 
from  N.  E.,  with  heavy  squalls  and  much  rain,  with  considerable  sea  run- 
nine'  at  the  time,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  send  boats  to  intercept  her. 
In  the  afternoon  she  attempted  to  run  out,  and  in  so  doing  got  aground 
on  the  south  point  of  South  Island.  I  fired  one  shot  and  two  shells 
while  she  was  aground,  which  fell  but  a  short  distance  from  her.  Ihe 
men  on  board  of  her  hoisted  a  flag  at  her  fore  masthead  and  left  her,  19 
in  number,  going  up  near  the  fort,  and  remained  there  nearly  one  hour, 
when  the  tide  rose  and  the  schooner  floated;  they  then  returned  to  the 
schooner  and  got  her  underway  and  worked  her  up  under  the  land  and 
entered  the  river  to  Georgetown.  While  she  was  running  up  I  fired 
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several  shot  and  shell  at  her,  which  fell  short.  The  day  following  I 
was  informed  by  Captain  Duncan,  of  U.  S.  S.  Norwich ,  that  the  schooner 
was  one  that  Captain  Prentiss  had  taken  up  the  river,  fitted  her  out, 
and  sent  her  on  an  expedition  up  the  North  Santee,  about  10  miles  to 
a  rice  mill  to  cut  out  the  steamer  Seabrook ,  which  he  supposed  was  lying 
there.  On  receiving  the  above  information  I  felt  very  badly  to  think 
that  1  had  fired  on  our  own  people,  but  I  cousider  Captain  Prentiss  was 
very  much  to  blame  for  not  notifying  me  of  his  fitting  out  the  above 
expedition.  About  sundown  the  same  afternoon  saw  a  schooner  drop 
down  out  of  the  South  Santee  under  a  jib  and  anchor  outside  the 
entrance.  I  immediately  sent  two  boats,  one  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  J.  W.  Bentley  and  the  other  under  charge  of  Mr.  Molloy,  mas-  • 
ter’s  mate.  Doctor  Mathews  and  Paymaster  Strong  volunteering  their 
services,  accompanied  them,  to  intercept  her,  if  possible.  Shortly  after 
the  boats  leaving  it  clouded  up  and  became  very  dark.  The  boats 
pulled  down  as  near  as  they  eonld  judge  to  the  place  where  she 
anchored,  and  not  seeing  anything  of  her,  anchored  and  lay  until  day¬ 
light  next  morning,  when  they  found  that  she  had  escaped.  They  then 
returned  to  the  ship. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  1  saw  the  steamer  Ericsson  bound  south 
and  sent  two  boats  to  communicate  with  her,  but  they  could  not  come 
up  with  her,  as  she  did  not  stop. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  captured  the  schooner  Mary 
Stewart,  hailing  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  14  miles  from  the 
entrance  of  the  South  Santee.  By  papers  found  on  board  ascertained 
that  she  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  bound  to  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  with  a  cargo  of  308  sacks  of  salt,  1  case  of  paper,  1  box  of 
soap,  1  barrel  of  mackerel,  10  kegs  of  soda,  0  barrels  of  salt  (supposed 
to  be  saltpeter),  4  barrels  of  alum,  2  barrels  of  castor  oil,  and  1  box  of 
tea.  Her  crew  consisted  of  the  captain  and  0  men :  S.  L.  Dexter,  cap¬ 
tain,  H.  Thompson,  mate;  Julius  Potent,  James  Russell,  L.  A.  Jackson, 

P.  T.  Roberts,  and  N.  A.  Wood,  seamen.  When  our  boats  went  along¬ 
side  they  found  her  deserted,  with  all  sail  set,  the  helm  lashed  to  port, 
and  the  main  boom  guyed  out  on  the  same  side.  By  appearance  the 
crew  had  but  just  left  her  in  their  boat,  as  there  was  a  large  fire  in  the 
caboose,  and  coffeepot,  cups,  and  sugar  bowl  standing  on  the  companion 
way,  as  though  they  had  just  taken  their  coffee  previous  to  leaving. 
We  ran  her  up  to  the  North  Santee  and  there  anchored  her  under  my 
gnns. 

^urmng  of  the  same  date  boarded  the  steamer  Massachusetts 
from  Zs  ew  York  for  Port  Royal,  and  received  fresh  provisions  and  some 
later  papers  from  her. 

On  the  same  night  I  put  the  boatswain’s  mate,  G.  B.  Price,  two  men, 
and  a  boy  on  board  the  prize  schooner  Mary  Stewart  to  take  care  of 
,r'  1  o  clock  a.  m.  took  a  heavy  squall  from  the  southward,  which 

lasted  about  one-hall  hour.  When  it  lighted  up,  the  prize  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  underway,  standing  in  for  land.  A  few  minutes  after  she 
tacked  and  stood  out  to  sea.  As  her  chain  was  short  and  very  poor 
she  parted  them  and  lost  both  her  anchors  and  chain.  Those  on  board 
ot  her  got  her  undeiway  and  stood  out  to  sea  to  keep  her  from  groin c 
on  shore.  ®  ® 


On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  we  picked  up  five  contrabands  in 
the  schooner  s  boat  that  we  captured  on  the  3d,  who  made  their  escape 
from  Mr  A.  Blake’s  plantation  on  the  mainland,  near  Cape  Remain. 
One  of  them  has  been  in  the  rebel  service,  on  the  steamer  Chesterfield 
lor  nine  months,  who  informs  me  that  he  is  a  good  pilot  in  all  the  inland 
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creeks  and  rivers  from  the  South  Santee  to  Savannah,  whose  in  forma¬ 
tion  I  send  you  in  a  separate  report. 

I  went  ashore  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant,  on  the  north  end 
of  Cedar  Island  and  the  south  end  of  South  Island,  in  company  with 
Doctor  Mathews  and  Paymaster  Strong  and  a  boat’s  crew.  W e  entered 
some  ten  or  fifteen  houses  on  Cedar  Island  and  found  them  deserted  of 
inhabitants,  with  no  furniture  or  anything  whatsoever  in  them.  We 
also  visited  a  large  stable  on  the  same  island,  which  had.  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  having  been  lately  used  by  cavalry.  The  ouly  things  we  saw 
of  note  on  that  island  were  six  colts.  On  South  Island  we  examined 
the  fort  thoroughly,  and  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  intended  ior 
a  very  strong  fortification,  but,  by  the  looks  ot  it,  it  never  was  finished, 
and  what  is  left  of  it  is  fast  going  to  decay. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6tli  the  prize  schooner  returned  and  anchored 
near  us,  off  the  North  Santee.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  notice  Boatswain’s  Mate  C.  B.  Price  for  his  energy  and 
zeal  in  getting  the  schooner  underway,  after  parting  her  chains  and 
standing  out  to  sea,  and  in  returning  her  to  a  safe  anchorage  near  us. 

I  was  obliged  to  take  an  anchor  and  chain  from  the  bark  to  anchor  her 
with,  as  she  had  nothing  of  that  description  on  board. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  our  boats  went  into  the  South  Santee  to 
Mr.  William  Lucas’s  rice  mills,  situated  on  the  north  end  of  Murphy’s 
Island.  They  found  there  an  old  mulatto  and  his  family  and  two  old 
negroes  in  charge  of  the  mill.  The  old  mulatto  informed  Mi.  Molloy, 
master’s  mate,  that  he  was  free,  and  was  employed  by  Mr.  Lucas  to  run 
the  mill,  receiving  a  yearly  salary.  He  also  informed  Mr.  Molloy  that 
the  steamer  Seabrool'  and  the  schooner  Lucy  Barling  were  looked  for 
daily  from  Nassau;  also  that  there  was  a  small  steam  tug  up  the  San¬ 
tee,  which  towed  lighters  from  the  different  plantations  to  the  rice  mills 
and  back,  and  he  expected  her  down  that  evening  to  their  mill.  He 
says  there  are  no  troops  on  any  of  the  islands  in  this  vicinity,  and  gave 
one  of  the  gig’s  crew  the  Charleston  Courier  of  the  27th  May,  which 
paper  I  sent  to  Captain  Prentiss.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  date  we 
saw  a  smoke,  apparently  of  a  steamer  coming  down  the  North  Santee 
and  go  through  a  passage  into  the  South  Santee,  nearly  in  a  direction 
of  Lucas’s  mills.  At  dusk  1  fitted  out  an  expedition  under  charge  of 
Mr  Bentley,  who  volunteered  his  services  with  Doctor  Mathews  and 
Paymaster  Strong  to  capture  her  if  possible.  On  their  arriving  at  the 
rice  mills  they  were  informed  that  she  had  not  been  there,  but  she  had 
gone  down  to  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Creek,  1  mile  to  the  southward 
of  the  South  Santee,  where  there  is  more  water  than  there  is  at  the 
entrance  of  the  South  Santee.  With  five  of  the  picket  guard  on  board 
to  look  after  the  schooner  Lucy  Darling,  in  case  she  arrived,  and  tow 
her  in,  the  boats  then  returned  to  the  ship,  where  they  arrived  at 

J  On° the' afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  the  U  S.  S.  Western  World 
Captain  Gregory,  from  Port  Royal,  arrived  oft  the  entrance  to  North 
Santee  River,  South  Carolina,  for  blockading  purposes,  and  delivered 
our  mail  He  then  ran  in  over  Georgetown  Bar  and  communicated 
with  Captain  Prentiss,  of  U.  S.  S.  Albatross ,  who  lies  at  anchor  near 
the  light  house.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  received  dispatches  and 
orders  from  Captain  Prentiss  for  me  to  proceed  with  all  possible  des¬ 
patch  to  Port  Royal  and  deliver  the  dispatches  to  the  flag-officer  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  T  immediately  got  the  vessel 

underway  and  proceeded  to  sea.  ^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  was  spoken  by  the  U .  S.  S.  Alabama  off 
Charleston. 
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On  the  15th  instant  1  arrived  at  this  port  and  delivered  my  dispatches 
to  yon,  according  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Prentiss. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Enclosed  please  find  report  of  contrabands  who  made  their 
escape  from  Mr.  A.  Blake’s  plantation;  and  also  Executive  Officer  J. 
W.  Bentley’s  report  of  expedition  to  Lucas’s  mills. 

[Enclosures.] 

Report  of  contrabands  picked  up  near  South  Santee  River,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off  North  Santee  Fiver,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir:  This  morning,  at  6:  30,  picked  up  a  boat  with  five  contrabands 
who  report  they  made  their  escape  from  Mr.  A.  Blake’s  plantation  on 
the  mainland,  near  Cape  Rom  am.  The  most  intelligent  man  among 
them  gives  his  name  as  Captain  Blake,  who  states  the  following:  He  is 
a  pilot,  and  has  been  in  the  rebel  service,  employed  on  the  Confederate 
steamer  Chesterfield,  for  nine  mouths,  in  and  about  Charleston.  He 
left  Charleston  the  12th  of  last  month,  and  came  up  to  his  master’s 
plantation  on  Thursday  night,  the  15th  of  May.  On  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  24th,  at  11  o’clock,  a  boat  came  ashore  at  the  plantation  with  four 
men,  who  escaped  from  the  steamer  Caroline,  from  Nassau,  which 
steamer  was  captured  by  some  of  our  blockading  vessels.  The  men 
were  the  captain,  mate,  and  two  pilots.  On  the  17th  of  May,  at  night, 
the  steamer  Seabrook,  which  has  been  running  between  Georgetown 
and  South  Santee  all  winter,  attempted  to  go  out  the  South  Santee, 
and  in  so  doing  got  aground.  They  sent  two  lighters  from  Blake’s 
plantation  on  Sunday,  18th,  and  lighted  her  over  the  bar,  and  she  put 
to  sea  on  the  night  of  Monday,  19th,  in  a  heavy  squall  off  the  laud. 
She  was  loaded  with  cotton  and  resin.  On  the  night  of  the  26th,  the 
schooner  Lucy  Holmes  ran  out  from  South  Santee  with  a  cargo  of  rough 
rice,  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Mr.  Blake  is  an  Englishman,  and  went  to  England  one  week  after 
the  taking  ol  Fort  Sumter.  He  (Blake)  had,  before  leaving  his  planta¬ 
tion,  between  600  and  700  slaves,  but  a  great  many  had  died  from 
neglect  and  want  of  medicines,  nearly  one-half.  There  are  now  about 
150  on  the  plantation,  and  150  more  have  been  removed  back  to  the 
pine  woods,  which  is  called  Hammond’s  Hall,  and  is  about  2  miles  from 
the  plantation.  About  a  mile  farther  back  there  is  a  picket  guard  of 
four  cavalry  stationed,  and  3  miles  farther  still,  the  main  body  of 
troops  are  stationed,  numbering  300  cavalry.  The  boat  that  the 
negroes  came  out  in  was  the  one  belonging  to  the  schooner  Mary  Stew¬ 
art,  which  we  captured  on  Tuesday  last,  the  3d  of  June.  There  were 
seven  men  on  the  Mary  Stewart  that  went  ashore  to  Blake’s  plantation 
in  the  schooner  s  boat,  with  their  trunks  and  baggage,  and  were  taken 
from  thence  to  Charleston.  Between  the  time  of  the  steamer’s  leaving 
and  the  leaving  of  the  Lucy  Holmes,  another  schooner  left,  called  the 
Lmma,  loaded  with  rough  rice  for  Nassau,  New  Providence.  These 
schooners  were  formerly  engaged  in  conveying  rough  rice  between  this 
place  and  vicinity  and  Charleston  and  Savannah.  Another  man  giv¬ 
ing  his  name  as  Robert,  states  he  was  one  of  Mr.  Blake’s  slaves,  and 
has  been  on  his  plantation  all  winter.  The  troops  are  about  7  miles 
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from  the  plantation  and  numbered  three  weeks  ago  300  men  or  there¬ 
abouts,  but  one  company  has  since  gone  to  Charleston,  but  does  not 
know  whether  any  more  have  left  since,  or  whether  any  new  ones  have 
arrived.  They  have  a  picket  guard  of  four  men  in  a  hut  about  4  miles 
this  side  of  Sea  Shore,  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  cavalry  are 
stationed.  The  men  arriving  at  Blake’s  plantation  in  a  boat  on  the 
24tli  that  left  the  steamer  Caroline ,  report  that  the  Seabrook  was  spoken 
by  the  Caroline  about  twenty-four  hours  before  she  ( Caroline )  was  cap¬ 
tured.  The  overseer  of  Blake’s  plantation  is  a  Scotchman  named  John 
McGinnis,  and  has  been  there  seven  years.  The  overseer  goes  out  to 
the  pine  woods  every  night  and  is  on  the  plantation  in  daytime  only. 
The  names  of  the  contrabands  are  as  follows:  “Captain”  Robert, 
Prince,  John,  and  Michael;  the  last  three  are  boys. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off  North  Santee  River ,  June  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  I  armed  the  crew 
of  the  first  cutter  (ten  men,  including  a  contraband  pilot)  and  with 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Strong  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Mathews,  volunteers  for  the  occasion,  proceeded  to  the  South  Santee 
River  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  small  steamer  which  we  saw  run¬ 
ning  in  that  direction  late  in  the  afternoon.  We  left  the  ship  about  / 
o’clock  and  landed  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  about 
10  p.  m.  We  then  cautiously  approached  Lucas’s  plantation  and  sur¬ 
rounded  the  house  of  his  miller,  a  negro,  who  informed  us  that  the 
steamer  had  not  been  there  for  some  time,  as  there  was  no  rice  for  her 
to  carry  away.  Leaving  two  men  to  watch  the  house,  the  party  then 
visited  the  rice  mill  and  the  landing  near  it,  and  after  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  neighborhood  satisfied  ourselves  that  there  was  no 
steamer  in  that  vicinity.  We  then  returned  to  our  boats  and  made  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  about  2  o’clock  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully, 

J  J.  W.  Bentley, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  of  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Enron  against  blockade  runners ,  April  12-26,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Loyal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  ultimo  a  schoonei 
attempted  to  run  into  Bull’s  Bay,  but  discovering  the  TJ.  S.  armed  ves¬ 
sel  Onward,  she  ran  down  the  coast,  when  she  was  perceived  by  the 
Huron  and  chased  on  shore,  where  she  became  a  wreck. 
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On  the  night  of  the  19th  ultimo  the  Huron  captured  tlie  schooner  Glide, 
of  and  just  out  of  Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau,  loaded  with  100  bales 
of  cotton,  5  tierces  of  rice  in  bags,  and  a  quantity  of  flour. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudi¬ 
cation.  The  mate  of  the  captured  vessel  was  left  on  board  j  the  captain 
was  sent  north,  I  believe,  by  the  Connecticut.  The  rest  of  the  crew,  the 
owner  of  the  vessel,  and  a  passenger  were  put  on  shore. 

Ou  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  ran 
another  schooner  on  shore  at  Bull’s  Bay.  He  endeavored  to  board  her 
with  his  boats,  but  the  sea  was  so  high  and  the  wind  was  blowing  so 
stron gly  from  the  northeast  that  the  boats  could  not  approach  her.  She, 
however,  was  thumping  heavily  on  the  beach,  with  the  sea  breaking- 
over  her. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,  from  my  own  observation  as  well 
as  from  the  reports  of  Captain  Lardner,  has  proved  himself  an  earnest 
and  energetic  officer,  and  very  efficient  on  blockade;  but  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  machinery  of  the  Huron  is  very  much  out  of  order,  and  will 
require  at  least  twelve  days  to  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  Lieutenant  Downes,  II.  S.  Navy , 

commanding. 

April  12,  1862. — At  7  a.  m.  slipped  our  chain  and  steamed  in  chase  of 
a  strange  sail,  which  proved  to  be  a  schooner  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade.  At  9  she  ran  ou  the  beach.  Fired  12  shells  from  the  Xl-inch 
gun  and  eighteen  from  the  20-pounder  Parrott  during  the  pursuit.  At 
9 :  25  returned  to  our  anchorage. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
regarding  expedition  to  Jacksonville ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Ellen, 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  went  up  to  Jacksonville 
yesterday,  and  landed  Judge  Burritt  and  family  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  found  the  place  occupied  by  the  State,  or  provisional  forces  (num¬ 
bering  about  300),  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  who 
informed  me  that  he  was  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preserving  order 
and  protecting  the  town  from  the  acts  of  evil  disposed  persons,  who 
might  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  occasioned  by  our  evacuation  to 
commit  deeds  of  plunder  and  violence. 

There  was  no  flag  Hying,  nor  could  I  discover  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  interfere  with  our  occupation  of  the  waters  of  the 
St.  John’s. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  was  received  and  treated  with  the  great- 
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est  courtesy  by  Colonel  Maxwell  and  tlie  other  officers  of  his  command 
with  whom  I  came  in  contact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Budd, 
Commanding  Ellen. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  St.  John’s  River,  Florida. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  matters  connected 
with  the  withdrawal  from  Jacksonville. 

tJ.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  May  port,  [Fla.],  April  13,  1862. 

My  Dear  Captain:  Upon  consultation  with  General  Wright,  who 
had  orders  to  evacuate  Jacksonville,  I  withdrew  the  naval  forces  to 
this  place,  my  reason  being  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  property 
which  belonged  to  Union  people,  rendered  probable  by  a  conflict  with 
the  land  forces  of  the  rebels;  of  this  I  have  informed  the  flag-officer. 
At  the  same  time,  when  the  FUeyi  returned  the  day  before  yesterday  to 
Jacksonville  to  laud  Mr.  Burritt  and  family,  who  had  come  on  board 
the  Ottawa  for  protection,  I  directed  Captain  Budd  to  display  the  white 
flag  only  when  appearing  off  the  place,  and  to  haul  it  down  as  soon  as 
his  mission  was  fulfilled.  This  was  done  to  signify  to  the  enemy  that 
we  claimed  and  intended  to  hold,  if  desirable,  possession  of  the  entire 
river,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  protection  to  the  oppressed.  It  is, 
it  appears  to  me,  the  wisest  course  to  pursue  for  the  present,  but  as  the 
whole  condition  of  things  has  been  changed  by  the  evacuation  of  Jack¬ 
sonville,  I  shall  go  in  a  day  or  two  with  the  Ottawa ,  Fllen,  and  America 
to  Port  Eoyal  to  learn  the  flag-officer’s  wishes  and  policy.  You  are 
aware  when  we  first  entered  the  St.  John’s  the  flag-officer  intended  and 
so  instructed  me  to  make  an  armed  reconnoissance  as  far  as  Jackson¬ 
ville;  this  accomplished,  I  was  directed  to  return,  leaving  a  vessel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  for  blockading  purposes,  with  orders  from  the 
commanding  officer  to  report  to  you  whatever  information  he  might 
have.  These  original  instructions  I  shall  now  act  under  and  will  leave 
here  the  Pembina. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  S.  L.  Burritt,  esq.,  a  personal  friend  of 
mine,  and  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Florida.  He  goes  to 
Fernandina  in  company  with  several  prominent  citizens,  all  of  whom  I 
know  have  been  quite  peaceable  and  unoffending  citizens,  who  have 
taken  no  active  part  in  the  rebellion,  to  endeavor  to  secure  some  prop¬ 
erty  which  has  escaped  from  them  in  some  of  the  transports  which 
were  at  Jacksonville.  Captain  Bankhead  says  he  heard  General  W right 
give  the  order  to  put  all  the  negroes  on  shore  before  leaving,  and  that 
afterwards  they  were  enticed  on  board  by  the  soldiers.  Of  course,  our 
relations  to  the  subject  are  very  delicate,  but  at  the  same  time  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  commanding  officer,  without  taking 
any  active  part  in  remanding  them,  to  allow  owners  to  take  them.  I 
can  assure  you,  and  so  will  Judge  Burritt,  that  the  policy  pursued  by 
us  in  the  noninterference  of  property  was  rapidly  producing  a  reaction 
of  feeling,  which  would,  in  a  short  time,  have  converted  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State  to  the  Union  cause,  and  now  by  refusing  to 
carry  out  this  policy  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  the  great  advantages 
gained  on  securing  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  divesting  them  of 
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erroneous  impressions  will  be  more  than  lost,  not  only  as  it  affects  the 
Union  cause  here,  but  throughout  the  South.  In  view  of  this,  will  you 
give  Judge  Burritt  whatever  assistance  you  can  in  effecting  the  object 
of  his  visit?  He  has  been  of  great  service  to  me  in  the  attempt  I 
made,  and  was  doing  so  well  in  his  efforts  to  bring  back  people  to  their 
senses.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you,  but  the  good  of  the  cause  will,  I 
hope,  as  a  motive  with  me,  be  sufficient. 

I  shall  leave  Bankhead  with  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  and  coal. 

If  you  have  any  mails  for  us,  will  you  please  send  them  to  Port  Koyal '? 
A  telegraph  dispatch  lately  received  at  Jacksonville  says  Beauregard, 
after  having  driven  Grant  back  near  Corinth,  has  in  turn  retreated. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Commander  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  8t.  Mary’s. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau 
of  Construction  and  Repair,  reporting  the  arrival  of  coal  for  the 
squadron. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Bureau  that  coal  sufficient  to 
supply  all  the  vessels  of  my  squadron  has  arrived,  and  in  order  to  save 
the  great  expense  of  keeping  the  steamers  Marion  and  Fulton  here 
until  my  vessels  can  come  in  from  the  blockading  stations,  I  have 
offered  to  return  to  the  army  2,000  tons. 

I  would  recommend  that  future  shipments  to  keep  up  the  weekly 
supply  required  be  made  in  schooners  and  not,  as  at  present,  in  steam¬ 
ers  and  barks. 

Aery  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction ,  Equipment,  and  Repair, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S 
Navy,  responding  to  request  for  additional  vessels. 


Navy  Department,  April  14, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  ask 
mg  to  be  furnished  with  four  more  vessels  of  light  draft,  and  informs 
you  that  your  request  shall  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  the  movements 
about  Hampton  Roads  are  finished. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  arrival  of 
'  United  States  vessels  at  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  6'.,  April  14 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Vermont  arrived  off  the  bar 
yesterday  and  will  probably  be  towed  into  the  harbor  to-day.  1  he 
rudder,  etc.,  for  her  have  arrived. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  Bienville ,  Commander  Mullany,  and  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Semmes,  came  into  port  this 

morning. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins  U.  S. 
Navy,  recalling  the  U.  S.  S.  0.  M.  Pettit  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Wabash,  April  14,  [1862]. 

Sir  :  The  want  of  the  tugs  is  so  pressing  just  at  this  time  that  I  am 

forced  to  recall  the  Pettit.  . 

You  will  please  send  her  to  Port  Royal  as  early  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  ^  pTJ  pONT 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

Unadilla,  Wright’s  River. 

P  s  _I  thank  you  for  the  scraps  from  Southern  papers.  I  hope  to 
reply  to  your  official  letters  soon  and  to  be  able  to  recall  you  with  your 

vessel  to  Port  Royal  in  a  tew  days.  S  F  D  P 


Revort  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  restriction  of 
'  the  sale  of  intoxicants  on  trading  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  April  14,  1862. 

Str  •  I  bee  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  evil  which  has  already 
become  veiy  great  and  which  will  undoubtedly  go  on  increasing  unless 
a“  “edy  is  sfeedily  applied,  that  is  the  trading  schooners  which  come 
Yn  0+«Latnth«  smiadron  under  permits  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  °  but ' vdikdi1  are°  fast  becomii  i  g  in  spite  of  every  precaution 

uiore  or1 less  floating  grogshops.  The  R.  R.  “faTmoTt  exorW 

disgraceful  trade  in  almost  poisonous  liquors,  retailed  at  most  exoroi 

StSStothe  sailors,  until  detected  and  sent  oft,  but  not  until 
considerable  mischief  had  been  produced  both  ashore  and  afloat,  and  I 
do  not  thffik  that  effher  vessel  or  Captain  Berry  should  be  permitted 

Two^drgiel™  S»o^enevil,that  no  one  bringing 
a  cargo  of w£.®h6pWt  formed  apart  should  be  allowed  to  remain  m 
any  port  under  your  control,  or,  what  would  perhaps  be  better,  that  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  not  to  grant  trading  permits 
under  such  circumstances.  This  would  be  no  hardship  to  the  only 
class  of  persons  really  having  the  power  to  purchase,  the  officers,  as 
the  liquor  is  of  such  a  character  that  they  would  scarcely  make  use  of 
it,  and  it  is  usually  sold  at  such  enormous  profit  that  they  could  get  a 
drinkable  article  for  a  less  sum  through  Adams  Express. 

As  my  eyes  are  now  open  to  the  traffic,  I  think  that  for  the  future  I 
shall  be  able,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  stop  it,  but  still  am  satisfied 
that  the  only  thorough  remedy  is  to  be  applied  at  home  in  the  way 
that  I  have  suggested,  the  ingenuity  which  is  brought  to  bear  in  the 
smuggling  on  shore  of  liquor,  which,  although  worth  only  10  cents,  can 
readily  be  sold  for  $2  a  bottle,  being  almost  more  than  a  match  for  any 
amount  of  watchfulness. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Joint  reconnoissance  to  SeabrooWs  Island ,  April  14 ,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

April  14 ,  1862. — From  8  to  12  meridian  :  Sent  our  boats  ashore  and 
brought  off  troops.  At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  the 
harbor.  Commenced  to  rain  very  hard.  At  12:10  p.  m.  anchored  in 
10  fathoms.  At  3 :  30  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  troops  from  the  Third  New 
Hampshire  and  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  regiments,  under  Captain 
Van  Brunt,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  with  the  launch’s  crew, 
with  the  howitzer,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Phoenix,  and 
the  first  cutter’s  crew  in  the  flatboat  iu.  ier  Acting  Master  McGlensey, 
covered,  by  the  guns  of  the  Pocahontas ^  mudecl  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
on  Seabrook’s  Island,  [North  Edisto  River].  At  7 : 15  p.  m.  boats  re¬ 
turned;  got  howitzer  and  ammunition  on  board  and  got  ready  for 
getting  underway.  At  8 :  20  got  underway  and  stood  upstream.  At 
8.45  came  to  oft  steamboat  landing.  Put  the  troops  ashore  in  our 
boats. 


Report  of  Colonel  Fellows,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Edisto  Island ,  S.  0.,  April  7.5,  1862. 

Lieutenant:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  ot  the  commanding  general : 

A  reconnoissance  on  Seabrook’s  Island  was  made  yesterday  under 
the  cover  of  the  gunboat  Pocahontas.  The  force  consisted  of  a  portion 
of  the  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  United  States  marines 
from  the  Pocahontas ,  covering  ground  which  had  not  been  visited  by  us 
before  and  advancing  within  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Rockville.  It  is 
evident  there  has  formerly  been  a  large  picket  stationed  on  the  island, 
but  has  been  withdrawn,  there  being  no  evidence  of  any  of  late.  The 
rebel  picket  can  be  seen  at  different  points  between  Rockvilie  and 
”  Fiat8-  A  reconnoissance  will  soon  be  made  by  the  Pocahontas 
to  Church  Flats  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  force  there.  From  the  in¬ 
telligence  I  get  from  contrabands,  this  is  among  the  best  approaches  to 
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Charleston.  The  distance  to  Church  Flats  is  5  miles;  from  there  to 
Charleston,  15  miles.  It  is  reported  a  battery  of  four  guns  exists,  at 
Church  Flats.  The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  is  but  2  miles 
from  Church  Flats.  No  intelligence  has  been  received  of  late  from  the 
mainland,  but  I  shall  use  every  endeavor  to  obtain  all  the  intelligence 
I  can. 

It  was  reported  yesterday  morning  that  the  enemy  were  erecting 
earthworks  at  Watt’s  Cut,  on  Jehossee  Island.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  point  to  be  shelled,  and  sent  a  detachment  from  the  Thiid  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  under  cover  of  artillery,  on  the  island.  The 
earthworks  proved  to  be  simply  a  shelter  for  the  picket  stationed 
there.  I  propose  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force  on  the  island  in  a 
few  days,  and  am  in  hopes  to  capture  a  few  of  the  enemy  on  picket 
opposite  Little  Edisto  Island. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Q.  Fellows, 

Colonel  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers ,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieutenant  A.  B.  Ely, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Mullany ,  lT.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  Mosquito  Inlet , 
Florida,  carrying  coal  and  supplies. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  April  15,  1862. 


gju .  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Bienville  under  your 
command  off  the  bar  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  East  Florida,  where  you  will 
find  the  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew,  the  latter  inside  the  bar. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Williamson  is  in  want  of  coal  and  supplies; 
the  requisitions  for  both  vessels  will  be  filled  and  sent  to  the  Bienville 
for  them.  Will  you  please  fill  up  both  vessels? 

After  performing  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and 
report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  J .  L.  Larduer,  of  the  Susquehanna. 

On  your  way  down,  call  off  the  St.  John’s  Bar,  and  if  you  can  draw  a 
boat  out  from  the  Ottawa,  or  any  vessel  lying  at  Mayport  Mills,  send 
the  accompanying  dispatch  in  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding 


J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  L.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Stevens,  L.S. 
Navy,  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir-  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Seneca  under  your  command 
to  the  St.  John’s  River  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  as 
senior  officer  of  the  naval  force  there. 
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As  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens7  relief  will  probably  be  here  in 
the  Rhode  Island ,  you  will  please  say  to  the  former  that  I  desire  him  to 
return  to  this  port  with  the  Ottawa. 

Icon  will  receive  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  such  direc¬ 
tions  as  his  recent  experience  and  valuable  services  in  the  St.  John’s 
Biver  will  enable  him  to  impart.  Until  I  can  consult  him  myself,  and 
receive  accurate  information  of  the  condition  of  things  in  that  river  and 
at  Jacksonville  since  the  unfortunate  withdrawal  of  the  army  forces,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  more  definite  instructions,  but  whilst 
carefully  guarding  your  command,  I  desire  that  you  will  dispose  of  it 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  produce  the  greatest  moral  effect  and  give  all 
the  aid  and  comfort  you  can  to  Union  people. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

blag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  S  A avy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
tn  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  15,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  least  delay  in  the  Florida  to 
St.  Simon  s  Sound  and  take  charge  of  its  blockade  and  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  waters  extending  to  the  northward  as  far  as  St.  Catherine’s,  where, 
1  learn,  a  small  vessel  lately  succeeded  in  entering,  between  these 
tobeloTked^^ Itamaha  (Darien),  Doboy,  and  Sapelo,  which  will  have 

You  will  direct  Commander  Lanier  to  proceed  without  delay  off' 
Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading  duty 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

to  ^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

k  lag  -Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  J.  B.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal,  [S.  C.]. 


0r2Z  0lnroJ0fjrfj  P0Ut’  V *  f.  **!?’  t0  Actin°  Lieuten- 

ltuZ7jtfoffcC:i~an>  ° ■  s ■ hari KestUss ■ 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  [S.  G.},  April  15,  1862. 
Sir.  You  will  please  proceed  to  morrow  with  the  Restless  nmW  vnnr 
command  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading 

You  will  please  suggest  to  Captain  Lardner  what  you  have  reeom 

^  between  the  S 

Bespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy,  Flag-Officer. 

TJ.  S.  Bark  Restless,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Crusader ,  to  assume  the  charge  of  affairs  in 
North  Edisto  River. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  April  15 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Crusader  under  your  com  - 
maud,  to  morrow  if  possible,  to  North  Edisto  aud  resume  the  charge  of 
those  waters,  directing  Lieutenaut  Commanding  Balch  to  leave  with 
all  dispatch  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading  duty  off 


Charleston. 

Your  experience  off  Edisto  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  you 
have  performed  your  duties  there,  aud  the  probability  of  more  active 
operations  in  that  quarter,  induce  me  to  send  you  back.  So  soon  as  I 
can  withdraw  the  Hale  from  Wall’s  Cut,  a  7-foot  vessel,  in  which  I  will 
put  a  rifled  gun,  I  will  dispatch  her  to  you.  While,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  you  will  give  all  the  assistance  and  support  you  can  to  any 
military  operations  there,  you  will  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
such  cooperation. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

^  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Crusader ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Semmes ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.Wamsutta,  to  report  for  duty  in  St.  Simon’s 
Sound. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  15,  1862. 


Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  11  amsutta  uuder  your 
command  to  St.  Simon’s  Sound  (Brunswick)  and  report  to  Commander 
Lanier,  of  the  Alabama,  for  duty  in  the  inland  waters  connected  with 


the  sound. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  A.  Semmes, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Wamsutta,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Davis,  G.  8. 
Army,  regarding  conduct  in  relation  to  the  property  of  unoffending  citi¬ 
zens  in  vicinity  of  St.  John’s  River,  Florida. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottaaya, 

Off  Mayport ,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  note  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Pierson  did  not  reach  me  in  time 

to  reply  to  on  his  return.  ...  ,  „  . 

I  now  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  the  return  of  Captain 
Steele  affords,  to  express  to  you  my  regret  that  the  course  ot  conduct 
I  have  endeavored  to  pursue  as  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces 
in  the  waters  of  the  St.  John’s,  in  relation  to  the  property  of  unoffend¬ 
ing  citizens,  should  have  been  capable  of  misconstruction  by  anyone. 
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Rest  assured,  sir,  no  encouragement  or  inducement  has  been  offered 
on  my  part,  or  on  the  part  of  any  officer  or  man  under  my  command,  to 
entice  slaves  away.  My  orders  are  stringent  upon  this  subject  and  I 
know  of  no  violation  of  them. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  John's. 

Colonel  W.  G.  M.  Davis, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Provisional  Forces ,  East  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Crocker , 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Kensington,  to  proceed  with  dispatch 
to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  completed  your  repairs  of  engine  and  rudder,  and  hav¬ 
ing  been  supplied  with  coal  by  the  recent  arrivals,  you  will  please  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  Kensington  to  the  execution  of  your  orders  from  the  Navy 
Department,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  during  your  unavoidable  detention 
here  you  have  rendered  important  service  to  several  vessels  of  my 
squadron  by  furnishing  them  with  a  supply  of  fresh  water  from  your 
condenser,  and  as  I  am  sure  that  a  similar  service  will  be  much  desired 
in  the  squadron  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  I  recommend  your  using  the 
utmost  dispatch  in  proceeding  thither. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Master  F.  Crocker, 

U.  8.  8.  Kensington,  Port  Royal. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
requesting  a  permit  for  a  cargo  of  provisions  for  the  naval  forces  at 
Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


ISavy  Department,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  naval  forces  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  0.,  are  in  need  of  live  stock,  fresh  vegetables,  and  supplies, 
and  other  articles  of  minor  importance  essential  to  their  comfort,  and 
that  an  application  has  been  made  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Sedgwick,  ot  New  York,  for  permission  to  send  a  cargo  of  such  articles 
to  them.  He  proposes  to  load  his  vessel  with  cattle,  potatoes,  onions, 
turnips,  apples,  and  other  vegetables,  ice,  fresh  meats,  flour,  hams, 
bacon,  preserved  meats,  milk,  molasses,  sugar,  butter,  tobacco,  cheese, 
clothing,  hats,  boots  and  shoes,  cigars,  pipes,  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate. 

have,  therefore,  to  request  that  Mr.  Sedgwick  may  be  permitted 
to  clear  a  vessel  from  New  York  for  Port  Royal,  with  such  articles  as 
are  enumerated  above,  with  restrictions  not  to  trade  with  or  supnlv  anv 
portion  ot  his  cargo  to  any  other  persons  than  those  in  the  service  of 
the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  carry  out  in  his  vessel 
any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  whatever,  under  a  penalty  of  a 
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forfeiture  of  bis  vessel  aud  cargo,  or  auy  other  penalty  you  may  think 
more  judicious  to  impose. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  request  of  Brigadier- 
General  Viele ,  U.  S.  Army ,  for  the  movement  of  gunboats  from  Wright's 
to  Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wright's  River ,  South  Carolina ,  April  16 ,  1862. 
Sir:  General  Yiele  has  requested  that  the  gunboats  here  may  be 
moved  into  the  Savannah  River,  to  offer  additional  inducements  to  the 
rebels  for  more  effectually  obstructing  the  channel,  which  has  been 
partially  done  since  the  fall  of  Pulaski. 

I  respectfully  desire  your  authority  to  comply  with  his  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Benham ,  U .  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 

Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  in  North  and 

South  JEdisto. 

IT  dors.  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head ,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  •  Would  it  meet  your  views  and  would  it  be  practicable  for  you 
to  send  a  gunboat  of  light  (7  feet)  draft  to  North  Edisto?  I  have  had 
repeated  and  urgent  solicitations  for  one  to  be  stationed  there.  If  this 
could  be  done,  aud  especially  if  another  similar  one  could  be  stationed 
at  South  Edisto,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  passage  to  those  islands 
could  be  held  securely  against  any  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H. W.  Benham, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Operations  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  and  other  vessels  in  St.  John's  River, 
Florida ,  April  16  to  May  3,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S. 
^  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C.,  May  6, 1862. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  the  senior  officer  m  the  St.  -John  s 
River,  with  some  enclosures 


748 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


The  Department  will  not  fail  to  see  how  energetically  and  intelli¬ 
gently  this  officer  has  held  control  of  the  waters  of  the  St.  John’s,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Jacksonville;  this  too, 
with  so  small  a  force,  which  has,  however,  penetrated  again  up  to 
Picolata. 

1  commend  him  to  the  special  notice  of  the  Department. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  in  the  Isaac  Smith ,  was  detained 
over  three  weeks  at  St.  Augustine  before  it  was  possible  for  him  to  get 
over  the  bar.  He  entered  the  St.  John’s  River,  however,  on  the  4th 
instant,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  letter  just  received  from  Commander 
Drayton,  who  also  announces  the  arrival  at  Fernandina  of  the  refugees 
alluded  to  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

May  port  Mills ,  St.  John’s  River ,  Fla.,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
dated  April  15,  the  Seneca  left  Port  Royal  on  the  16th  and  arrived  off 
St.  John’s  Bar  the  next  day  at  noon. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottawa ,  sent  a  pilot,  who 
went  on  shore  again  and  returned  the  following  morning,  stating  that 
he  had  sounded  coming  off,  and  although  rougher  than  he  liked,  yet  he 
could  take  the  vessel  in  without  injury.  We  struck  heavily,  however 
a  report  of  which  is  forwarded  in  obedience  to  general  order. 

1  found  the  Ottawa,  Pembina,  and  Ellen  inside  the  bar,  and  on  com¬ 
municating  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  learned  that  on  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  Ellen  he  deemed  her  return  to  Port  Roval  a 
necessity. 

On  the  19th  the  Ottawa,  towing  the  yacht  America  and  accompanied 
by  the  Ellen,  went  to  sea,  followed  by  three  or  four  schooners  that  had 
remained  ten  days  for  a  fair  wind. 

oK°U  L?tl1  ^^and  Pembina  got  under  way ;  the  latter  anchored 
‘  ^olm  S  Wlth  orders  to  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 

Jacksonvilhf  D1°rmUg’  uuless  heav^  firiuS  was  beard  iu  the  vicinity  of 

We  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  when  abreast  of  Jacksonville  observed 
a  number  ot  men,  some  of  whom  were  reported  bearing  muskets.  At 
sunset  we  anchored  10  miles  above. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  westood  up  the  river.  When  near  Picolata 
we  saw  a  high-pressure  steamer  coming  down.  We  chased  under  all 
sail  and  steam,  but  the  shoal  water  impeded  our  progress  and  when  mi 
with  the  Orange  Flats  1  regarded  farther  pursuK  le, led  w‘e 

returned  to  the  terminus  of  the  St.  Augustine  Railroad 

On  the  -2 d  we  went  down  the  river.  On  passing  Jacksonville  a 
company  of  sixty  or  a  hundred,  who  had  formed,  hastily  withdrew  but 
sentries  appeared  at  various  points  and  groups  of  men,  evidently  sol 
diers  or  officers  demanded  our  forbearance  by  the  presence  of  women 

po  W6a“^  ““  bouses  at  May- 
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At  suurise  of  the  24th  we  got  underway  aud,  accompanied  by  the 
Pembina ,  proceeded  off  Jacksonville,  anchoring  abreast  the  lower  saw¬ 
mill,  or  within  10-second  range  of  the  entire  town.  Before  anchoring,  a 
woman  in  a  boat  made  signs,  aud  on  her  getting  alongside  we  fouud 
her  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Yandergrift,  who,  with  his  father,  had 
sought  our  protection  several  days  before.  She  insisted  that  she  had 
been  abused  and  that  her  life  had  been  in  danger  from  the  fact  that  her 
husband  had  joined  us.  I  therefore  took  her  on  board,  lauding  her  at 
this  point. 

About  the  time  of  leaving  the  river  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens 
had  stated  to  me  that  it  was  supposed  that  a  small  steamer  had  come 
down  to  Jacksonville;  this  was  con  firmed  from  various  sources.  The 
boat  was  sent  up  again  in  great  haste,  without  lauding  two  heavy  pieces 
of  artillery  that  she  had  on  board. 

On  the  25th  a  man  named  Hall  was  observed  pulling  by  the  vessel, 
and  was  captured  by  us.  He  bears  the  character  of  being  a  regulator, 
a  gang  of  marauders  who  have  committed  enormities  for  sometime 
past.  He  was  placed  in  double  irons  and  told  that  he  would  suffer  for 
any  further  crimes  committed  against  Union  people  along  the  river. 

On  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  received  on  board  three  deserters  from  Captain  Steele’s 
company.  The  Pembina  went  up  the  river  to  Picolata,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  evening  both  vessels  anchored  again  at  our  usual  point  just  below 
Jacksonville. 

On  the  27th  a  flag  of  truce  left  the  town  and  was,  after  some  delay, 
received  by  us.  The  object  was  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Hall  and  to  state 
formally  that  he  was  a"  soldier.  1  stated  that  I  was  aware  that  he 
belonged  to  Captain  Steele’s  company,  that  I  had  apprehended  him  by 
name,  and  that  he  was  a  reputed  “regulator.”  However,  as  he  had 
been  the  object  of  a  visit,  1  would  be  circumspect  in  relation  to  him, 
aud  that  he  would  receive  no  punishment  without  trial  and  conviction 
by  court-martial.  I  asked  the  officer  whether  many  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  were  still  in  Jacksonville.  He  stated  that  many  remained;  and  I 
then  asked  him  to  give  my  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
say  that  I  thought  an  early  removal  of  them  would  be  advisable. 

Two  hours  later  another  flag  of  truce.was  received  by  us,  bearing  a 
letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  (marked  “A”)  is  a  copy.  The  following 
morning  I  sent  Lieutenant  Sproston  with  a  flag  of  truce  bearing  a  let¬ 
ter,  marked  “B.”  The  commanding  officer  stated  to  Mr.  Sproston  that 
none  of  the  eventualities  specified  would  occur. 

On  the  28th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  weighed  anchor,  the  former 
going  up  and  the  latter  down  the  river  to  the  bar.  We  anchored  well 
in  under  a  point  near  Picolata,  but  saw  no  steamers  attempting  to  pass 

down.  . 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  both  vessels  anchored  again  off  Jack¬ 
sonville.  The  town  had  every  appearance  of  being  almost  entirely 
deserted • 

The  following  morning  the  Seneca  proceeded  to  the  bar,  hoping  to  find 
the  Isaac  Smith  or  some  other  vessel  assigned  to  these  waters,  but  as 
yet  none  has  arrived.  I  believe  it  probable  that  the  rebels  wish  to 
use  Black  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  guns  or  other  heavy 
burdens,  and  therefore  a  vessel  above  the  mouth  appears  necessary,  aud 
another  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John’s  seems  advisable.  This  occu¬ 
pies  the  present  force  and  leaves  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  unoccu¬ 
pied,  except  upon  the  occasional  removal  of  the  vessels  from  the  other 
points. 
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There  are  at  this  time  about  twenty  persons  at  Mayport  Mills — fami¬ 
lies  of  refugees  and  of  the  soldiers  who  deserted.  They  are  wholly 
destitute,  and  I  am  obliged  to  feed  them  or  see  them  starve. 

Coming  from  Jacksonville  this  morning  I  seized  upon  a  large  sailboat, 
which  I  will  employ  in  sending  them  to  Fernandina  to-morrow,  if  the 
weather  is  favorable. 

The  Pembina  is  now  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek,  and  will  remain 
there  four  days,  when  she  will  again  meet  this  vessel  at  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Begiment  Florida  Volunteers,  C.  S.  A., 

Jacksonville,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Major  Bowen,  of  the  Fourth  Florida  Begiment,  informed  me 
this  morning  [that]  the  removal  of  women  and  children  from  this  city 
would  be  agreeable  to  you  as  it  is  equally  so  to  me. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  by  Thursday  night  next  the 
object  will  be  effected,  providing  conveyance  can  be  found  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  of  which  you  shall  be  duly  notified. 

Families  desiring  to  move  up  or  across  the  river  in  boats  or  lighters, 
it  is  supposed,  will  not  be  interfered  with. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Hopkins, 
Colonel,  Commanding . 


[Enclosure  B.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  received  your  note  yesterday  by  the  hands  of  Major  Bowen. 
The  removal  of  women  and  children  from  the  immediate  presence  of 
hostile  forces  is  always  desirable,  and  as  I  had  made  my  appearance 
here  several  days  ago  1  supposed  by  this  time  few  remained. 

If  it  is  not  your  object  to  erect  batteries  within  1  statute  mile  of  the 
mty,  or  to  throw  large  masses  of  men  into  it,  or  if  we  are  not  fired  upon 
in  the  vicinity,  no  danger  ueed  be  apprehended  by  the  peaceable  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  a  removal  will  not  be  necessary. 

If,  however,  any  ot  the  eventualities  specified  are  in  contemplation, 
I  advise  the  earliest  removal  of  all  who  do  not  expect  to  share  the  fate 
ot  those  who  are  in  arms. 

As  I  indicated  verbally  the  above  points  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of 
your  note  I  trust  that  they  have  already  received  your  full  considera¬ 
tion,  and  that  an  early  if  not  an  immediate  answer  mav  be  given 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T .  .  .  „  ^  Daniel  Ammen, 

Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

Colonel  Hopkins, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Forces  at  Jacksonville. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Sproston,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  result  of  an  interview,  under  flag  of 
truce,  with  the  senior  Confederate  officer  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  conveyed 
the  dispatch  inti  usted  to  my  charge  under  a  dag  of  truce,  to  Colonel 
Hopkins,  of  the  Fourth  Florida  Regiment,  senior  rebel  officer  in  Jack¬ 
sonville. 

Colonel  Hopkins  read  the  dispatch  attentively,  and  stated  in  reply 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  the  cause  of  or  to  witness  the  destruction  of 
property;  that  women  and  children  should  not  be  made  to  suffer  the 
privations  of  war  where  it  could  be  prevented;  consequently,  that  no 
batteries  would  be  erected  within  the  distance  of  a  mile  above  or 
below  the  town.  In  alluding  to  the  congregating  of  armed  men  in 
numbers  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  it 
was  done  without  his  knowledge.  He  also  disavowed  the  acts  of  bands 
of  regulators,  and  mentioned  that  a  late  illness  from  which  he  had 
suffered  had  prevented  his  making  enquiries  into  local  matters. 

I  observed  while  on  shore  that  the  stores  in  Jacksonville  were  closed; 
the  place  having  generally  a  deserted  air.  I  did  not  see  more  than 
fifty  soldiers  oft'  duty,  and  the  sentry  posts  were  at  long  intervals. 
Nothing  appertaining  to  great  guns  or  field  artillery  was  visible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Glendy  Sproston, 

Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  8.  Seneca,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  St.  John’s  River ,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing 
approval  of  the  conduct  of  affairs  in  St.  John’s  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night  your  interesting  dispatch  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  desire  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  I  have  felt  at  the  course 
you  have  pursued  in  the  St.  John’s  River. 

I  have  enclosed  your  report  to  the  Department,  calling  its  especial 
attention  to  it. 

I  have  heard  that  the  Isaac  Smith  has  joined  you  and  I  dispatch  this 
day  the  steamer  Patroon;  she  will  be  able  to  cross  the  bar  without 
much  difficulty. 

The  Massachusetts  will  follow  her  with  supplies  to-morrow  morning, 
calling  at  Wassaw,  Brunswick,  and  Fernandina.  1  think  the  Patroon 
will  enable  you  to  communicate  with  her.  Whatever  the  Massachu- 
setts  has  for  distribution  which  you  may  require,  or  which  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Cooper  can  spare,  you  can  obtain,  having  a  due  regard 
to  proper  requisitions,  receipts,  etc.  You  can  also  place  any  sick  on 
board  of  her. 

Should  affairs,  in  your  judgment,  authorize  it,  and  the  presence  ot 
the  Isaac  Smith  and  the  Patroon  be  deemed  sufficient,  you  can  send  the 
Pembina  up  here  to  report  to  me.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  dispatch 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Commending  your  energy,  but  at  the  same  time  enjoining  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  a  sound  discretion, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Seneca ,  St.  John's  River ,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Collins ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  dispatch  at  once  to  this  anchorage  the  E.  B. 
Hale  to  report  to  me. 

I  must  express  my  surprise  at  finding  officers  from  your  command 
over  on  a  visit  to  Fort  Pulaski  on  Tuesday  last,  at  a  moment,  too,  when 
the  rebel  steamers  were  near  your  station,  and  were  being  fired  at  by 
the  fort  or  by  the  gunboats. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  Wright's  River. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Ben- 
ham,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale 
to  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  April  17,  1862. 
General  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  in  your  letter,  I  have  sent 
for  the  E.  B.  Hale ,  now  at  Wall’s  Cut,  which  I  will  dispatch  to  North 
Edisto.  She  is  the  only  efficient  armed  vessel  of  7  feet  depth  in  my 
squadron,  and  I  propose  to  give  her  a  rifled  gun  besides. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  etc., 


Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  Department  of  South. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Viele ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Collins, 
U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  cooperation  in  holding  Savannah  River. 


HEADQUARTERS  U.  S.  FORCES, 

Savannah  River,  April  17,  1862. 

Captajn  .  1  purpose,  if  I  can  obtain  your  kind  cooperation,  to  sink 
the  hulk  I  have  at  Cooper  River  across  the  channel  of  Mud  River 

above  the  dock  at  Jones  Island.  This  will  relieve  the  gunboat  at  that 
point. 
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After  tliat  a  gunboat  in  the  Savannah,  between  Jones  and  Long 
islands,  and  one  near  the  mouth  of  New  Eiver,  will  be  all  sufficient  to 
hold  this  position  against  the  whole  State  of  Georgia,  now  that  the 
fort  has  been  returned  to  its  rightful  owner. 

As  they  are  very  busy  sinking  vessels  in  the  river  near  Fort  Jackson, 
I  have  thought  it  would  be  a  good  way  of  expediting  their  laudable 
efforts  to  shut  themselves  in  by  making  a  demonstration  in  the  river 
to  morrow  or  next  day,  with  an  apparent  intention  of  going  up  at  night. 
This  will  cause  them  to  sink  everything  they  have  left  in  a  great  hurry, 
to  repent  of  their  folly  at  leisure.  Please  to  let  me  know  what  you 
think  of  it. 

Very  respectfully, 


Captain  Collins, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Egbert  L.  Viele, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins ,  U.S. 
Navy ,  giving  authority  to  proceed  into  the  Savannah  River. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  17,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have,  at  a  late  hour,  your  letter  of  this  date,  asking 
authority  to  go  into  the  Savannah  Eiver.  You  can  do  so,  using  proper 
caution  and  vigilance. 

The  Hale,  however,  1  must  have,  as  the  general  requires  her  at  North 
Edisto. 

In  haste,  yours,  truly, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  explaining  his  inability  to 
cooperate  in  the  defense  of  St.  A  ugustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  April  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  heard,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  of  the  evac¬ 
uation  of  Jacksonville,  and  of  its  having  been  taken  possession  of  by 
a  force  of  rebels,  I  made  all  necessary  preparations  for  aiding  Colonel 
Bell  in  the  defense  of  this  town,  his  force  having  been  quite  small. 

As  many  of  the  Union  families  expressed  a  wish  to  come  on  board  of 
this  vessel  in  case  of  an  attack,  I  freely  offered  all  who  desired  it  a 
refuge. 

On  the  10th  Colonel  Bell  placed  the  town  under  martial  law. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  he  was  reinforced  with  four  com¬ 
panies  of  his  regiment,  and  therefore  is  now  in  condition  to  defend  the 
town  without  my  aid. 

It  has  been  blowing  freshly  from  the  eastward  (with  but  an  interval 
of  a  few  hours)  since  the  8th  instant,  making  a  heavy  sea  on  the  bar, 
rendering  it  impossible  for  this  vessel  to  cross.  Wince  the  11th  instant 
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we  have  had  full  tides  of  10  feet,  but  the  pilot  will  not  attempt  to  take 
us  out  so  long  as  the  breakers  are  so  heavy.  It  has  been  a  source  of 
much  annoyance  to  me  that  1  have  been  unable  to  comply  with  your 
orders  of  the  5th  instant,  i  have  personally  examined  the  bar  myself 
on  two  occasions,  and  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  chance  of  getting 
outside  until  the  heavy  breakers,  which  at  present  are  continuous  the 
whole  length  of  the  bar,  are  moderated  either  by  change  of  wind  or  a 
calm.  Having  received  no  answers  to  my  communications  of  the  8th 
and  9tli  instant,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  it  meet  your  views 
I  should  tow  the  two  vessels  I  have  here  to  Port  Poyal,  especially  as  I 
must  have  coal  and  some  other  articles. 

I  neglected  to  mention  in  my  last  that  the  prize  schooner  had  on  board 
the  oakum  for  the  Confederate  gunboat  which  was  burned  at  Jackson¬ 
ville. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list*  of  articles  on  board  of  this  vessel  taken 
from  prize  schooner;  also  a  letter  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Ben- 
ham,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  information  regarding  reported  engage¬ 
ment  at  Wilmington  Island,  Georgia. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.  April  17,  1862. 

General:  1  had  written  an  order  to  withdraw  one  of  the  four  ves¬ 
sels  at  Wassaw,  when  1  learned  there  had  been  some  encounter  with 
the  enemy  on  Wilmington  Island. 

I  immediately  suspended  the  order  and  write  to  ask  you  if  there  be 
any  foundation  for  the  report,  and  what  your  wishes  would  be. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Commanding  Northern  Division. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  proposing  cooperative  measures  in  the  Savannah 
River  and  reporting  casualties  at  Wilmington  Island. 

Hilton  Head,  April  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date 
that  there  wdl  be  no  objection  to  withdrawing  the  one  gunboat  as  you 
propose,  from  Wassaw.  But  as  General  Hunter  and  myself  feel  that  it 
may  be  important  to  keep  the  enemy  on  the  alert  at  Savannah  we  would 
be  glad  if  you  would  spare  as  many  as  you  can  conveniently  of  those 

*  Not  found. 
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least  valuable  for  your  other  purposes,  which  boats  might,  without 
much  exposure  to  themselves,  by  constant  movements  as  if  of  reconnois- 
sance,  if  so  directed  by  yourself,  keep  the  enemy  either  from  any 
approaches  toward  us  here  or  from  diverting  his  troops  to  Charleston. 

The  reconnoissance,  or  the  affair  you  heard  of,  it  seems,  was  made  by 
the  order  ot  Acting  [Brigadier]  General  Gillmore  to  Wilmington  Island 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  Topographical  Engineers,  escorted  by  400  men 
of  Colonel  Fenton’s  Eighth  Michigan.  They  lost  10  or  It!  killed  and  35 
wounded,  as  reported  to  me,  and  our  men  claim  to  have  driven  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  800  men  to  the  extreme  point  of  the  island,  holding  the  battle 
grouud  for  three  hours  and  returning  unmolested.  I  am  not  satisfied 
yet  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Benham, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  S.  Wabash ,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Godon ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ,  April  17,  1862. 


Sir  :  The  fall  of  Pulaski  will  enable  me  to  withdraw  a  vessel  from 
Wassaw. 


Please  send  to  this  port  either  the  Norwich  or  Wyandotte ,  whichever 
you  can  best  spare. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Senior  Officer ,  Wassaw. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy 
regarding  the  movements  of  supply  vessels  and  squadron  limits. 

Navy  Department,  April  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  steamers  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  will  hereafter  supply 
the  Gulf  squadrons  only.  They  will,  however,  touch  at  Port  Royal 
both  going  and  returning. 

The  steamer  Massachusetts  will  supply  the  Atlantic  blockading  squad¬ 
rons.  She  will  proceed  as  far  south  as  you  may  require.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  has  not,  I  believe,  heretofore  advised  you  that  the  limits  ot'  the 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  extended  to  Cape  Canaveral. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Same.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  colony  on  St.  Simon's 

Island,  and  transmitting  report  relative  to  expedition  to  St.  Catharine's 

Sound  in  search  of  escaped  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia,  April  18,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  my  intention  of  sending  an 
armed  boat  to  the  Potomska  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  vessel  which 
had  run  into  St.  Catharine’s  Sound.  I  enclose  jou  a  copy  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Watmough’s  report. 

The  colony  on  St.  Simon’s  has  largely  increased  since  I  have  been 
here;  it  now  consists  of  60  men,  16  women,  and  13  children;  total,  89. 

they  have  planted  at  this  time  about  80  acres  ot‘  corn  and  several 
acres  of  potatoes  and  beans.  I  obtain  from  Jekyl  Island,  where 
there  are  about  50  cattle,  beef  for  them,  and  the  rebel  Colonel  Spauld¬ 
ing’s  barn  on  Sapelo  supplies  corn.  As  yet  the  colony  has  been  no 
expense  to  the  Government. 

I  have  removed  the  railroad  iron  from  the  forts  on  Jekyl  Island. 
There  are  960  bars  of  this  iron. 

1  regret  to  state  that  the  [J.  S.  S.  Florida  has  arrived  to  relieve  me 
from  my  agreeable  duty  on  this  station,  bringing  me  your  orders  to 
proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner;  in  obedience  to 
which  order  I  shall  leave  this  port  in  the  morning  and  report  to  Captain 
Lardner,  off  Charleston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 

...  _  , ,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Potomska, 

Doboy  Sound,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  your  boat  to  inform  you  that  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday’s  date  I  left  Doboy  Sound  last 
night  at  1  a.  m.  and  reached  St.  Catherine’s  Sound  this  morning’ at  sun¬ 
rise  without  accident  or  delay.  No  vessels  being  there,  we  commuui- 
ciite  witli  soimi  old  contrabands  at  a  Mr.  Hargraves’  (Waldeburg) 
[Walburg]  plantation,  and  found  that  the  brig,  an  English  one,  hail 
passed  there  a  week  or  ten  days  since,  having  entered  ax  Sapelo,  and 
from  thence  passed  through  the  inland  waters  to  Kiceboro  River  ( which 
goes  inland  from  the  head  of  St.  Catherine’s),  up  which  narrow  and 
difhcult  nver  she  had  been  carried.  They  (the  contrabands)  say  she 
had  had  a  hard  time  and  been  obliged  to  throw  overboard  a  portion  of 
her  cargo  of  salt  ;  had  lost  her  caboose,  etc.  That  she  was  very  deep 
though  I  fancy  she  must  have  been  a  small  vessel,  as  the  river  she  went 
up  only  permits  7  or  8  feet  draft  and  is  full  of  difficulties,  according 
to  our  pilot,  in  whom  I  have  confidence.  We  had  a  look  up  this  streanf 

but  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  dispatch  boats  so  far  from  the  vessd 
especially  as  we  had  no  boat  gun.  vessel, 

On  Blackbeard  Island  we  saw  a  deserted  batterv.  There  is  nlsnmio 
ou  the  south  end  of  Sapelo,  whieh  mounted  Uve^L,  with  iombproof 
magazine.  The  light  house  at  this  point  is  stripped  and  all  the  appa 
ratus  earned  to  Darien,  according  to  contraband  accounts.  Yesterday 

"I’  *»  ytllln  »  mil®  or  two  of  that  town,  but  did  not  insider 
it  sate  to  go  farther,  as  the  stream  is  narrow  and  we  would  imVo  Bur 
left  aground  at  half  tide.  We  saw  evid^  c  s  ,wt  h  lV  c  beeii 
the  neighboring  houses  and  plantations  °‘  PA““1  0C00«"**,0“  of 
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On  our  arrival  at  Doboy  Island,  some  days  since,  we  surprised  a  poor 
Irishman,  with  liis  wife  and  infant,  who  had  come  down  to  the  island 
to  collect  some  of  their  household  articles,  left  on  their  first  desertion 
ot  the  place.  1  permitted  him  to  return  the  same  evening,  having  no 
accommodations  for  the  family.  He  represented  things  in  sad  colors, 
much  distress  prevailing  from  high  prices. 

Both  St.  Catherine’s  and  Sapelo  offer  fair  opportunities  for  light-draft 
vessels  to  enter,  and  no  doubt  they  reap  a  rich  reward  for  their  ven¬ 
ture. 

The  passage  between  all  the  points  is  interfered  with  by  a  “  divide,” 
through  which  we  can  pass  only  on  high  water,  thus  causing  delays; 
otherwise  more  frequent  trips  could  be  made  without  danger  or  delay. 

The  islands  are  all  deserted  by  the  whites,  who  have  left  a  few  old 
slaves  to  care  for  things  and  shift  for  themselves. 

I  will  be  back  to  St.  Simon’s,  according  to  your  orders,  on  Monday  as 
soon  as  possible,  barring  unavoidable  delays  from  grounding. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 


Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  8.  8.  Alabama. 


[P.  G.  Watmouth, 
Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding J 


P.  S. —  Heavy  firing  all  day  yesterday  at  [Fort]  Pulaski;  none  to-day. 


Engagement  with  a  Confederate  force  at  SeabrooWs  Island,  8.  C.,  April  18, 

1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Khind,  of  the  Crusader,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  a 
concealed  attack  upon  one  of  his  boats,  iu  which  Acting  Master  William 
D.  Uraun  was  severely  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Khind,  with  the  cooperation  of  Colonel 
[E.  Q.J  Fellows,  of  the  Army,  commanding  the  post  at  North  Edisto, 
planned  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  though  not  successful  in 
surprising  them,  had  a  short  engagement  with  the  rebels  in  which  he 
says  “The  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sure,  was  sufficient  to  punish  them 
for  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat.” 

Three  of  the  Crusader’s  men  were  wounded  in  this  skirmish,  viz: 
Gustave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  in  the  right  arm  and  breast; 
Theodore  Peterson,  seaman,  wounded  on  the  hip  slightly;  and  James 
Wilson,  1st,  boatswain’s  mate,  on  the  leg  slightly.  Acting  Mast  erW.  L>. 
Urann,  who  was  fired  upon  in  the  boat,  was  wounded  iu  the  left  index 
finger  and  right  wrist.  The  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rliind  speaks  of  him  as  an  excellent  officer. 
He  is  disabled  for  some  time,  but  has  no  desire  to  leave. 

The  name  of  James  Wilson,  boatswain’s  mate,  is  also  mentioned 
favorably. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  Edisto ,  April  20 ,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  a  party  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  woods  below 
Seabrook’s  Point  tired  on  one  of  our  boats,  sent  there  to  assist  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Government  agent,  in  securing  some  cotton.  Acting  Master  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Urann,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat,  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  right  arm  and  left  hand. 

No  one  of  the  enemy  was  seen  during  the  fire,  which  was  promptly 
returned  by  our  boat’s  crew.  1  planned  an  expedition  to  capture  the 
1  tarty  that  night  and  called  on  Colonel  Fellows,  commanding  the  post 
here,  for  some  men  to  assist  me.  He  promptly  afforded  them,  and  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  land  a  party  of  about  sixty  men,  including  officers. 

We  marched  through  the  swamps  to  two  plantations,  where  I  expected 
to  find  the  enemy,  reaching  the  farther  place  about  3  a.  m.  The  enemy 
discovered  our  approach  and  fled,  receiving  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  Fifty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  under  Lieutenant  bedell,  of  Company  K. 
We  halted  there  to  rest  our  men  and  shortly  after  daylight  discovered 
a  considerable  force  of  mounted  riflemen  approaching  rapidly  to  attack 
us.  They  opened  fire  on  us  boldly,  but  tied  as  rapidly  as  they  advanced, 
after  a  smart  skirmish  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes.  1  had  one 
howitzer  with  me,  and  the  first  fire  from  it  brought  them  to  a  sudden 
halt.  The  third  and  fourth  dispersed  them,  'three  of  the  Crusader's 
crew  were  wounded  in  the  affair.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sure, 
was  sufficient  to  punish  them  for  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat. 

Their  numbers  were  variously  estimated  at  from  50  to  100.  We 
returned  leisurely  to  the  vessel,  the  enemy  not  attempting  to  follow, 
though  all  well  mounted. 

I  am  under  obligations,  for  the  prompt  response  to  my  call,  to  Colonel 
Fellows  and  to  Captain  R.  C.  Dow,  of  Company  H,  Third  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  Lieutenant  E.  bedell,  Company  K,  Fifty  fifth  Pennsylvania, 
for  their  cordial  cooperation. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  assistant  surgeon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  April  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  make  you  the  following  report: 

April  18.— Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann,  wounded  in  the  left 
index  finger  and  right  wrist;  the  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 

April  19. — Gustave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in  the  right 
arm  and  breast.  Theodore  Peterson,  seaman,  wounded  on  the  hi]>, 
slightly.  Janies  Wilson,  1st,  boatswain’s  mate,  on  the  leg  slightly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  H.  Breintnall, 

Acting  Assistant  Surqeon. 

A.  G.  Rhind, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  Acting-Master  Urann,  II.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  JEdisto,  April  20 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  Mr.  William 
1).  Urann,  acting  master,  mentioned  in  tbe  report  of  [Acting]  Assist¬ 
ant  Surgeon  Breintnall. 

Mr.  Urann  is  disabled  for  some  time,  but  lias  no  desire  to  leave.  I 
miss  the  services  of  this  excellent  officer  very  much. 

James  Wilson,  1st,  boatswain’s  mate,  also  mentioned  as  slightly 
wounded,  has  on  several  occasions  distinguished  himself  for  coolness, 
courage,  and  ability. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  at 
Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Albatross  and  Madgie. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Madgie , 
Acting  Master  F.  13.  Meriam,  commanding,  at  this  port  to-day. 

The  latter  got  on  shore  on  Cape  Lookout,  but  was  hedged  off  after 
being  two  days  on  the  beach.  She  lost  the  shoe  of  her  rudder-post 
and  had  her  main  steam  pipe  broken.  A  few  days  will  suffice  to  put  her 
in  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.Navy,  to  Captain  Lard- 
ner ,  U.  S.Navy ,  referring  to  Senate  resolution  regarding  the  inefficiency 
of  the  blockade  of  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  19,,  1862. 
My  Dear  Gardner  :  I  have  not  time  to  write  officially,  but  will 
include  my  orders  in  this. 

First.  When  Bienville  arrives,  take  the  coal  from  her  deck  and  give  it 
to  other  vessels,  relieving  her  all  you  can. 

Second.  When  Augusta  returns,  please  run  down  here  and  fill  up  your 
coal  and  supplies,  leaving  Commander  Marchand  in  charge,  who  will, 
when  you  return  to  Charleston,  come  here  and  fill  up  the  Adger. 

There  is  a  new  excitement  about  the  blockade.  The  Department  is 
pressing  me.  Hale  has  introduced  and  had  a  resolution  passed  to  enquire 
into  its  violations,  with  authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
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Steamers  with  arms  are  reported  at  Bermuda,  and  lisfk  of  new  vessels 
intended  to  run  the  blockade  are  still  transmitted  from  the  State 
Department,  and  information  received  that  a  joint  stock  company  is 
being  formed  in  Liverpool  to  run  vessels  in,  humbugged  by  the  rebel 
lies  as  to  the  profits  made  by  such  vessels  as  do  get  in. 

This  movement  of  Mr.  Hale  was  doubtless  instigated  by  the  letter  in 
the  Tribune  of  the  31st  March,  from  its  correspondent  here,  detailing 
the  running  of  the  blockade  oft'  Charleston  in  all  its  details,  with  names 
of  vessels,  etc.,  received  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  LTpshur  on  his 
arrival  here  in  the  Flambeau.  A  more  extraordinary  case  of  furnish¬ 
ing  a  man  with  a  stick  to  break  your  own  head  with  is  not  now  within 
reach  of  my  memory.  I  believe  if  Mr.  Gregory  could  have  had  that 
Tribune,  Lord  John  Russell  would  have  been  deterred  from  making  his 
declaration  that  the  blockade  was  effective.  I  send  this  in  advance  of 
the  Augusta ,  that  you  may  be  able  to  come  down  immediately  on  her 
arrival. 

I  send  Blunt  on  to  Le  Roy.  Have  you  thought  of  a  vessel  outside  of 
the  Rattlesnake  eastward  to  get  first  glimpse  of  fellows  heaving  in 
sight? 

Lanier  is  ordered  up  to  report  to  you. 

Your  friend,  much  pressed,  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Captain  [J.]  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  8.  Susquehanna ,  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  oft' 
Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  19,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Augusta  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hlag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  8.  S.  Augusta,  Port  Royal. 

{°oliex.of‘  tbe  envelopes  addressed  to  Captain  Lardner  is  an 
additional  list  of  suspected  vessels.  Please  have  a  copy  made  for  your- 
selt,  and,  if  your  clerk  has  time,  copies  for  the  other  blockading  vessels 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Wave,  April  19,  1862. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Beers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  G.  W.  Blunt. 

Port  Royal  Bay,  April  22, 1862. 
Sir:  On  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  at  10:30  p.  m.,  while  on  my  way 
to  Georgetown  I  fell  in  with  the  pilot  boat  Wave  and  captured  her 
1  have  placed  Mr.  North,  acting  master’s  mate,  with  three  men,  in 
chargu  of  the  above  prize  and  given  him  orders  to  bring  the  vessel  to 
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The  Wave  is  said  to  be  60  tons  register.  She  had  on  board  39  bales 
cotton  and  a  crew  consisting  of  Captain  William  Ryan  and  four  men, 
and  was  bound  for  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  R.  Beers, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  IS.  S.  C.  IF.  Blunt. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  captured  papers. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  0.,  April  29 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  pilot 
boat  Q.  W.  Blunt ,  Acting  Master  James  R.  Beers,  commanding,  on  her 
way  to  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  fell  in,  on  the  19th  instant,  at  10:30  p.  m., 
with  the  rebel  schooner  Wave  and  captured  her. 

She  is  said  to  be  60  tons  register  and  had  on  board  39  bales  cotton. 
Captain  William  Ryan  and  four  men  constituted  her  crew,  all  of  whom 
I  believe  are  residents  of  Charleston. 

By  her  papers  the  Wave  belongs  to  Messrs.  Street  &  West,  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  and  was  consigned  to  the  house  of  H.  Adderly  &  Co.,  Nassau, 
New  Providence.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  her 
owners  to  Captain  Ryan,  also  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  con¬ 
signees,  which  shows  more  clearly  than  we  have  been  able  heretofore  to 
do  the  modus  operandi  of  the  rebels  and  their  neutral  friends  in  evad¬ 
ing  the  blockade. 

I  have  placed  Acting  Master’s  Mate  G.  B.  Worth  in  charge  of  the 
Wave  and  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  Two  of  the  cap¬ 
tured  crew,  James  Murray  and  Alfred  Stygall,  remain  on  board;  Cap 
tain  William  Ryan  and  the  remainder  of  her  crew,  viz,  Michael  Quinn 
and  Patrick  Sullivan,  will  be  sent  to  New  York  by  the  Empire  City ,  the 
captain  of  which  steamer  has  orders  to  deliver  them  to  the  commander 
of  the  navy  yard,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Government  may  direct. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  G.  W.  Blunt  at  the 
time  of  the  capture,  who  may  be  entitled  to  prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

Charleston,  April  18 ,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  there  consigning  to  our  friends  Messrs.  H.  Adderly  &  Co., 
who  have  our  instructions  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Wave. 

We  have  written  Messrs.  H.  A.  &  Co.  to  sell  the  vessel  in  Nassau  if 
they  can  do  so  at  not  less  than  $3,500;  otherwise  to  load  her  with  salt 
and  let  her  come  back. 

We  have  directed  our  friends  to  pay  you  $200  on  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  vessel  at  Nassau;  the  mate,  $20;  cook,  $50;  Mike  Quinn  (seaman), 
$40,  and  the  other  seaman,  $10. 

We  ask  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  loading  and  dis¬ 
charging.  Be  as  economical  as  possible.  On  returning,  we  expect 
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tliat  Charleston  is  the  best  port  of  ingress,  and  yon  had  better  not  try 
any  other  place. 

In  case  of  danger  of  being  captured  by  the  enemy’s  vessels,  you  are 
hereby  positively  instructed  to  destroy  the  vessel  by  lire,  so  that  she 
can  not  fall  into  their  hands. 

If  you  are  captured,  destroy  every  paper,  letter,  hag,  and  samples 
which  may  give  any  clue  to  the  enemy  as  to  where  you  came  from,  to 
whom  the  vessel  belongs,  and  where  she  was  bound. 

Have  your  papers  prepared  for  sinking  before  leaving  this  port  or 
Nassau. 


The  Wave  will  change  her  nationality  and  name  in  Nassau  to  the 
Pilot ,  of  Nassau. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  voyage,  we  remain, 

Yours,  truly, 

Street  &  West. 

Captain  Wi.  Ryan. 


Charleston,  April  18,  1862. 

Gents:  Enclosed  we  have  the  pleasure  of  handing  shipping  docu¬ 
ments  for  40  bales  cotton  to  your  consignment  by  this  conveyance,  the 
schooner  Wave.  The  cotton  is  all  of  excellent  quality  and  cost  low. 
We  wish  it  disposed  of  in  Nassau,  if  you  can  get  not  under  20  cents  per 
pound,  with  a  bond  that  it  shall  not  go  to  the  United  States.  If  you 
can  not  do  this,  ship  the  lot  to  your  friends  in  Liverpool,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  sell  on  arrival  at  best  market  price,  but  one  thing  we  urge 
upon  you,  do  not  sell  the  cotton  to  the  Yankees.  If  you  can  sell  the 
Wave  at  a  price  not  less  than  $3,500,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so. 
It  this  be  impracticable,  change  her  name  and  nationality  and  let  her 
return  with  salt.  We  enclose  power  of  attorney  for  your  Mr.  Adderly 
to  sell  the  vessel.  We  propose  Pilot  as  her  new  name.  The  captain 
is  to  receive  $200  on  his  safe  arrival  at  your  port;  the  mate,  $20;  the 
cook,  $50;  Mike  Quinn  (seaman),  $40,  and  one  other  seaman,  $10. 
the  vessel  is  m  complete  order  and  we  do  not  think  will  want  any¬ 
thing  done  to  her  in  Nassau  except  painting;  at  any  rate,  we  beg  that 
you  will  see  that  no  extravagance  is  committed. 

The  funds  derived  from  sale  of  this  cargo  and  perhaps  vessel  we  wish 
returned  to  us  m  exchange  on  England,  as  directed  in  our  letter  of  the 
w5th  ultimo  regarding  schooner  Rutherford,  except,  of  course,  such 

vessel  aS  maJ  >e  inve8fcetl  iu  returu  cai'£°  and  disbursements  of 

This  whole  transaction  we  wish  kept  entirely  separate  from  auy  other 
business  we  may  have  had  with  you,  and  distinct  accounts  rendered. 

in  case  you  can  not  get  salt  in  your  market,  send  the  vessel  in  ballast 
to  some  neighboring  island,  clear  the  vessel  as  usual,  and  direct  Cap¬ 
tain  Ryan  what  papers  to  destroy  in  case  of  capture  in  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade.  We  duly  received  your  valued  favor  of  the  5th 
instant  and  note  with  pleasure  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Pride  and  Ruther- 

th is  port6  b°Pe  tQ  S6e  th6m  b°th  arrive  safely  with  good  cargoes  at 

wU^iooT6  furchase(1+the  Spooner  Lucy  G.  Holmes  and  will  load  her 
with  100  bales  cotton  to  your  consignment. 

We  remain,  yours,  truly, 

,,/r  U  «  „  „  Street  &  West. 

Messrs.  H.  Adderly  &  Co., 

Nassau .• 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  letter  addressed  to  the  Department  by 

the  captain  of  schooner  Wave. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (?.,  June  25 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  * 
addressed  to  the  Department  by  a  Captain  Ryan,  of  the  captured 
schooner  Wave,  dated  May  24  from  Fort  Lafayette,  and  referred  to  me. 

The  schooner  Wave  belonged  to  a  firm  in  Charleston,  and  this  man 
Ryan  had  the  most  stringent  instructions  to  destroy  all  papers,  docu¬ 
ments,  etc.,  when  in  danger  of  capture. 

His  business  was  running  the  blockade,  and  I  can  not  see  with  what 
propriety  chronometers  and  charts,  the  very  instruments  most  effective 
in  carrying  it  on,  can  be  considered  private  property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huron, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Glide,  April  19,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  by  this  vessel,  on 
tbe  night  of  the  19th  instant,  of  the  schooner  Glide,  of,  and  just  out  of, 
Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau,  loaded  with  100  bales  of  cotton,  5  tierces 
of  rice,  in  bags,  and  a  quantity  of  dour. 

The  owner  and  one  passenger  for  Nassau  were  captured  in  the 
schooner. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19tli  I  dispatched  her  to  Philadelphia,  under 
charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Samuel  Delano,  with  a  prize  crew  of  four  men, 
and  sent  the  mate  in  her  to  serve  as  witness  on  the  trial.  The  captain 
1  shall  send  north  with  the  same  object  in  the  Connecticut ,  now  hourly 
expected,  as  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  place  them  both  on  board  the 
schooner,  manned  by  so  weak  a  crew.  The  remainder  of  the  crew,  the 
owner,  and  the  passenger  I  shall  place  on  shore  the  first  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunity,  as  the  detention  of  noncombatants  as  prisoners  I  judge  to  be 
undesirable,  as  it  is  inconvenient.  At  5  a.  in.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
a  schooner  was  reported  to  me  as  standing  in  for  the  land,  and  I  imme¬ 
diately  slipped  and  gave  chase,  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  her  reaching 
shoal  water  before  I  could  intercept  her.  Upon  getting  into  good  range 
I  opened  fire  from  the  rifle  gun  on  her,  but  it  was  not  until  the  fifth  shell 
had  been  fired,  all  of  them  striking  in  close  proximity  to  her,  that  she 
hove  into  the  wind  to  await  my  approach.  Upon  speaking  her  I  was 
much  astonished  to  find  her  a  prize  already  to  tbe  schooner  Blunt,  with 
a  prize  crew  from  that  vessel  on  board,  in  charge  of  a  master’s  mate,  who 
gave  as  an  excuse  for  not  heaving  to  before  that  he  was  below  and  did 
not  know  I  was  firing  at  him. 

Some  one  on  board,  however,  must  have  been  conscious  of  the  fact, 
whose  fault  seems  to  me  to  be  no  light  one. 


Not  found. 
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The  detachment  of  the  prize  crew  for  the  schooner  Glide,  and  of  one 
other  man  (a  fireman),  who,  by  Captain  Lardner’s  authority,  I  am  about 
to  send  home  in  the  Connecticut  invalided,  will  leave  this  vessel  six  men 
short  of  her  complement,  a  deficiency  seriously  felt  in  her  small  force. 
In  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  reporting  the  capture  of  the  Glide  I  have 
mentioned  this  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Ben  ham ,  U.  8. 

Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  East  Florida ,  April  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  .just  been  informed  by  the  commander  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  that  his  vessel  is  on  shore  and  in  a  critical  position. 

You  will  please  take  charge  of  three  boats  from  this  ship  (arming 
the  crews  before  leaving)  and  proceed  to  the  Henry  Andrew ,  there 
taking  such  measures  for  her  preservation  as  you  may  deem  most 
judicious. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

T .  Commander. 

Lieutenant  A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Executive  Officer  U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  off  Mosquito  Inlet. 


Repo)  t  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  17.  8.  8.  Isaac 
Smith,  regarding  his  inability  to  proceed  to  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St,  Augustine,  Fla.,  April  20,  1862. 
Sm:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  17th  instant  I  fully  iuformed  you  of  mv 
situation.  I  he  winds  have  still  been  from  the  eastward  until  to  day  ; 
the  surf  still  breaks  very  heavy,  and  there  is  now  no  possibility  of  my 
getting  to  sea  before  the  spring  tides,  and  not  then  unless  I  have  coal. 
I  send  the  small  schooner  with  my  dispatches,  and  beg  that  you  will 
send  me  a  few  tons  ol  coal  by  her  with  all  possible  speed. 

.  '  'iave  beeu  1,'ow  elevre7n  daya  watching  for  an  opportunity  for  getting 

uwf  vJ  • rbe  Si  ‘00uK1  Stales  is  not  yet  out,  and  'the  steamer 

Belvvdere  is  also  ‘  bar  bound.”  A  steamer  last  night  came  to  off  tin* 
bar  and  signalized  that  she  had  communications  for  me,  but  left  at  1 
o  clock,  not  giving  me  a  chance  of  getting  a  boat  to  her  at  daylight-. 
I  took  her  to  be  the  Rhode  Island,  J  8 

Captain  Parsons,  the  captain  of  the  prize  schooner,  deserted  from  me 

AiU#USt!,Ue;  he  bel101‘ga  to  Jacksonville  and  has  made  his  way 
there.  A  few  days  ago  he  acknowledged  all  the  facts  about  the 
schooner  and  said  that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  her-  that 

soldier.00  ^  °f  Ler  t0  prevent  bein£  made  a  Confederate 
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I  have  no  other  news  except  that  a  party  of  rebels  under  a  Colonel 
Davis  is  still  threatening  the  town,  awaiting,  as  they  say,  the  gunboats 
leaving.  1  have  arranged  with  Colonel  Bell,  in  case  of  an  attack,  to 
go  back  to  the  town  with  this  vessel,  if  it  should  take  place  before  I 
get  outside  the  bar. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant ,  Gommandinq. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham,  XT.  S.  Army,  regarding  affairs  at  St.  Augustine ,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  21,  1862. 

Dear  General:  I  have  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson,  of  the  gunboat  Isaac  Smith,  dated  St.  Augustine,  April  20 
(probably  19th),  which  contains  the  following: 

No  other  news  except  that  a  party  of  rebels  under  Colonel  Davis  is  still  threaten¬ 
ing  the  town,  awaiting,  as  they  say,  the  gunboats  leaving.  I  have  arranged  with 
Colonel  Bell,  in  case  ot  an  attack,  to  go  back  to  the  town  with  this  vessel,  if  it 
should  take  place  before  I  get  outside  the  bar. 

I  had  ordered  the  Isaac  Smith  to  the  St.  John’s  River  after  the  fort  had 
been  reinforced.  He  has  been  awaiting  eleven  days  for  sufficient  water 
to  cross  the  bar.  He  mentions  the  Belvidere  as  detained  for  the  same 
cause.  Colonel  Bell  has  five  guns  mounted,  and  two  we  captured  in 
the  St.  John’s  River  have  arrived  and  are  being  well  placed. 

General,  you  know  best,  but  these  Floridians  ought  to  be  well  pun¬ 
ished  while  you  are  waiting  for  your  reinforcements  for  more  impor¬ 
tant  work. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  the  major-general  that  the 
Somerset,  Lieutenant  Commanding  English,  which  called  in  for  coal 
yesterday,  will  leave  early  in  the  morning  for  Key  West.  She  brought 
a  Herald  of  the  15th,  oue  day  later  than  we  had  by  Atlantic.  I  send 
it  with  this  in  case  your  papers  were  also  only  to  the  14th. 

I  am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Beniiam, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.Navy,  responding  to  his  communication  regarding  affairs  at 
St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Hilton  Head,  April  21,  1862. 

Dear  Commodore:  (Is  that  a  tabooed  word  or  not?  It  ought  to 
have  begun  with  an  “A”  years  ago.)  I  am  much  obliged  for  your  kind 
note  and  the  Herald,  and  also  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Belvidere  is 
safe  at  St.  Augustine,  for  which  place,  stopping  at  Fernandina,  I 
expect  to  start  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to-morrow  in  the  Cosmopolitan , 
say  at  9  a.  m.  Would  you  wish  to  send  dispatches? 
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I  do  not  fear  for  St.  Augustine,  as  I  ordered  the  garrison  to  be  made 
up  to  600  men  and  sent  my  engineer  officer  to  repair  the  fort,  mount 
guns,  etc. 

More  than  this,  I  am  determined  that  my  threats  of  a  fourfold  retri¬ 
bution  against  acts  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war  shall  be  executed,  if 
I  send  Stevens  down  on  purpose  to  do  it. 

I  will  trust,  however,  that  I  have  heard  incorrectly  that  one  of  your 
officers  did  not  execute  a  threat  which  he  had  made,  of  destroying  cer¬ 
tain  property  in  case  a  certain  person  was  not  returned  to  him  on  the 
St.  John’s  River. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  but  the  proclamation  was 
shown  me,  and  the  statement  was  made  that  the  man  was  not  returned, 
supposed  to  have  been  hung  even,  while  the  property  threatened  is  safe. 
I)o  you  think  it  worth  an  examination,  as  I  think  an  unexecuted  threat 
does  great  injury  to  us? 

General  Hunter  will  avail  himself  of  your  kind  offer  (to  send  his 
orders  to  Key  West  by  the  Somerset ),  and  will  send  a  boat  to  the  Wabash 
this  evening. 

Very  faithfully,  yours, 


H.  W.  Benham. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Duncan,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Important  information  just  received  in  reference  to  the  block¬ 
ade  of  Georgetown,  S.  G.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  fire  up  and 
proceed  early  in  the  morning  off  that  port  and  report  to  Commander 
Le  Roy  for  blockading  duty. 

I  will  dispatch  in  two  days  the  steamer  Albatross  to  the  same  point, 
and  as  soon  as  the  Keystone  State  can  come  here  and  coal  I  will  send 
her  back  to  relieve  you  and  you  can  return  to  Port  Royal  to  take  in 
your  supplies. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  but  you  will  show 
him  these  orders,  and  if  he  can  hold  out  till  Thursday,  giving  time  for 
the  Albatross  to  get  up,  then  I  would  prefer  his  doing  so. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  [M.  j  Duncan, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


U.  S.  S.  Norwich. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  dispatch  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  April  21,  1862. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  direct  the  Susquehanna 
to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough. 
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The  vessel  which  conveys  this  will  supply  the  place  of  the  Susquehanna 
on  blockading  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 


Gideon  Welles. 


Comely,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Prentiss, 
l  .  *S.  A  ary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross ,  to  assume  command  of 
the  blockade  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  intended  offering  you  two  or  three  stations  on  the  line  of 
coast  under  my  command,  not  only  in  deference  to  your  position  as 
one  of  the  senior  commanders  in  this  squadron,  but  to  the  energy  and 
zeal  you  have  shown  in  this  war  on  another  station ;  but  last  night  1 
received  from  Commander  Le  Eoy  a  dispatch  which  induces  me  to  believe 
that  the  harbor  of  Georgetown  will  be  much  resorted  to  just  now  by 
the  numerous  vessels  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  the  more  so  that 
I  have  been  lately  enabled  to  place  more  vessels  before  Charleston  than 
ever  before. 


I  have  therefore  to  request  that  as  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea  you 
will  proceed  off  Georgetown  with  the  Albatross  under  your  command 
to  assume  the  blockade  of  that  port.  The  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Laxter,  a  sailing  armed  bark,  which  has  proved  very 
effective  on  blockade  duty,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Duncan,  will  be  under  your  orders  and  disposal  for  the 
efficient  covering  of  the  port. 

Commander  Le  Eoy,  in  the  Keystone  State,  will  give  you  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  his  exporienceof  the  localities  will  render  desirable.  He  is  very 
short  of  coal,  and  I  have  written  to  him,  notwithstanding,  to  remain  if 
possible  until  your  arrival. 

You  will  therefore  dispatch  him  here  to  fill  up  in  case  he  has  not  left. 

You  will  find  enclosed  numerous  orders  and  circulars  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  issued  in  this  squadron. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  General  Orders,  Ho.  8, 
in  reference  to  officers  and  men  of  this  squadron  corresponding  with 
public. journals,  which  I  am  determined  to  prohibit  to  the  extent  of  my 
authority. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Clary,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  22, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn  under  your  command,  with  all 
practicable  dispatch,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Transmit  to  the 
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Department  before  leaving  New  York  a  muster  roll  of  tlie  crew  and  a 
separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Dawn. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  A.  G.  Clary, 

Commanding  Dawn ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Williamson,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  floating  of 
the  17.  S.  8.  Henry  Andrew  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


LI.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Commander  Mullany  having  determined  to  remain  after  I  had 
closed  my  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  to  learn  if  Captain  Harris 
succeeded  in  getting  his  vessel  off  at  high  water,  furnishes  me  the 
opportunity  of  again  addressing  you. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  to  you  that  Acting  Master  Command¬ 
ing  Harris  was  successful  on  last  night’s  high  tide  in  getting  the  Henry 
Andrew  afloat.  This  morning  at  0  he  proceeded  up  the  Halifax  River, 
and  when  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bob’s  Bluff  commenced  firing  shell, 
and  occasionally  Ave  heard  the  report  of  small  arms.  At  about  noon  he 
returned  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and  came  on  board.  He  reports 
he  went  up  the  river  to  ascertain  if  the  live  oak  had  been  disturbed,  as 
a  fire  was  seen  in  that  direction  while  his  vessel  was  ashore.  He  dis¬ 
covered,  I  regret  to  say,  the  live  oak  on  fire,  and  all  consumed  but  about 
10,0U()  feet,  which  he  thinks  he  may  preserve. 

During  his  absence  to  report  he  left  Acting  Master  Wright,  Avith  36 
men  armed  Avith  small  arms  and  the  howitzer,  to  extinguish  the  fire. 
The  steamer  returned  up  the  river  to  cover  the  men,  without  waiting  for 
Captain  Harris’s  return. 


While  passing  up  the  river  this  morning  he  discovered  a  body  of 
about  60  men,  which  Avas  the  cause  of  the'  firing.  He  dispersed  the 
men  before  he  returned  to  the  entrance.  I  have  furnished  Captain 
Harris,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able,  Avith  everything  he  requires  for  the 
defense  of  his  vessel;  among  those  most  essential  were  my  hot-water 
hose  and  my  boarding  netting. 

1  did  have  placed  on  the  bar  a  can  buoy  (which  I  found  on  shore), 
but  the  wind  has  been  so  constantly  from  the  eastward,  making  a  heavy 
surf  there,  thatfit  has  been  swept  away,  with  other  buoys  Ave  had  there 
to  mark  the  channel.  It  is  the  impression  that  the  bar  has  shifted  and 
is  filling  up,  but  at  present  we  are  unable  to  ascertain  on  account  of 
the  sea  on  the  bar. 

April  23, 1862.— I  have  just  received  reports  from  Acting  Master 
Commanding  T.  A.  Harris  and  Acting  Master  P.  Dickinson  of  theman- 
"e.r,,1'1  wL,1<r!10tl>e  Henry  Andrew  got  ashore,  which  I  enclose,  marked 
•  "  an?+i^’i-  ulso  Mr.  Harris’s  report  of  the  firing,  and  the  exam¬ 

ination  of  the  live-oak  timber  on  the  22d  instant,  marked  “C,”*  which 
I  enclose,  lhe  Henry  Andrew  is  now  outside  taking  in  her  coal  and 
proAusions,  and  I  shall  send  her  in  if  possible  this  afternoon 

Mr  Harris  states  in  coming  over  the  bar  at  1:20  p.  m.  he  had  one- 
fourtli  less  2  fathoms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Williamson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Penguin. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Not  found. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Harris ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry 

Andrea',  regarding  the  attempt  to  save  live-oak  lumber  in  Mosquito 

Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  H.  Andrew, 
Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Referring  to  mine  of  21st,  we  succeeded  in  getting  afloat  last 
night  at  high  water,  2  a.  in.,  with  no  damage  to  the  vessel.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  pumped  up  the  boilers  and  hastened  steam  in  order  to  examine 
the  condition  of  the  live  oak,  for  the  safety  of  which  I  had  reasons  to 
feel  some  apprehension.  Upon  arriving  there,  found  that  the  whole 
had  been  tired;  placed  30  men  on  shore  (with  howitzer)  to  extinguish 
the  tire,  and  save  all  that  was  not  so  far  consumed  as  to  render  it  use¬ 
less,  and  returned  below  to  report  the  facts  at  once,  thinking,  possibly, 
the  Bienville  would  leave  before  we  should  succeed  in  extinguishing 
the  lire. 

I  have  succeeded  in  saving  about  10,000  feet. 

The  party  was  tired  upon  from  near  the  house  opposite;  two  dis¬ 
charges  only.  Threw  a  couple  of  shell,  and  heard  nothing  more  from 
them  afterwards. 

I  was  unable  to  get  to  the  bar  in  time  for  the  tide  this  day,  but  will 
come  out  as  early  as  possible  to-morrow. 

Could  you  spare  six  rifles,  or  less,  with  their  ammunition,  they  would 
be  a  very  important  addition  to  our  small  arms,  this  vessel  having  only 
twenty  very  inferior  muskets. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harris, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Bienville,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Creighton, 
TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Ottaxva  and  prepare 
for  sea. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  22,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Ottawa  having  arrived,  so  soon  as  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens  is  ready  to  hand  over  to  you  the  command,  you  will,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  your  orders  from  the  Department,  assume  the  same  and 
prepare  her  with  all  possible  dispatch  for  sea. 

The  Ottawa,  I  have  just  learned,  has  gone  into  Skull  Creek  to  receive 
her  coal  from  the  Fulton.  She  will  return  to  this  anchorage  to-morrow 
morning,  when  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  will  be  ready  to 
receive  you  on  board. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  B.  Creighton, 

U.  8.  8hip  Vermont ,  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  conditions  in  Savan¬ 
nah  River. 

•  U.  S.  GUNBOAT  UnADILLA, 

Venus  Point,  Savannah  River ,  April  23, 1862. 

Sir:  From  Lieutenant- Colonel  Barton,  commanding  Fort  Vulcan,  at 
Venus  Point,  I  learn  the  rebels  have  probably  sunk  eight  schooners 
and  two  sloops  in  the  channels  of  the  river,  near  and  opposite  to  Fort 
Jackson,  besides  having  been  continually  employed,  since  the  surrender 
of  Pulaski,  with  a  steam  pile  driver  in  apparently  obstructing  the 
channels. 

I  do  not  deem  the  presence  of  the  gunboats  in  this  vicinity  any  longer 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  General  Viele’s  command,  unless  an 
attack  on  Daufuskie  by  the  way  of  New  River  should  be  apprehended, 
in  which  event  one-half  of  the  guns  to  be  removed  from  these  batteries, 
and  placed  on  Daufuskie,  opposite  the  mouth  of  New  River,  would  be 
much  more  effective  than  a  gunboat. 

When  the  tides  increase  sufficiently,  a  hulk  now  in  the  lower  part  of 
Mud  River  will  be  moved  up  to  the  boom  and  there  sunk  in  the  channel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant ,  Comman ding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  a  statement  regarding 
vessels  captured  or  destroyed  on  the  Charleston  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  April  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  for  coal  and 
other  needful  supplies. 

As  the  occurrences  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston  were  made  known 
in  separate  reports,  it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  mention  in  one  paper 
that  five  vessels  were  taken  or  destroyed  during  the  first  three  weeks 
of  April  for  attempting  to  enter  that  port,  viz,  one  sent  to  Philadelphia 
by  this  ship,  one  to  New  Yrork  by  the  Huron,  one  to  Port  Royal  by  the 
Blunt,  and  two  ran  on  shore,  and  became  wrecks,  to  avoid  seizure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
By  tinge,  U.  S.Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  'shepherd  Knapp,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  April  23,  1862. 
Sir.  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd,  Knapp  is  ready  for  sea,  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
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report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Eytinge, 

Commanding  Shepherd  Knapp ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  efficiency  of 
the  blockade  and  the  disposition  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  April  23 ,  1862. 

Sir:  It  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time  past  to  write  very  fully 
to  the  Department  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  the  Southern  ports 
within  the  limits  of  my  command,  but  the  pressure  of  business  has 
hitherto  interfered. 

I  have  received  from  time  to  time  dispatches  from  the  Department, 
enclosing  communications  from  our  ministers  and  consuls  abroad, 
referring  to  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  suspected  of  the  intention  of 
running  the  blockade. 

A  list  has  been  printed  under  my  directions  at  this  place,  and  a  copy 
sup] died  to  every  ship  in  my  squadron,  to  which  are  added  the  names 
of  such  vessels  as  are  mentioned  in  subsequent  dispatches. 

In  one  of  my  communications  to  the  Department  I  submitted  a  change 
or  modification  in  my  instructions  to  the  blockading  ships,  directing 
i  hem  to  board  every  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockaded  port,  and  if 
on  examination  any  irregularity  appeared  in  her  papers,  or  any  sus¬ 
picious  circumstances  were  discovered  attending  her  position  or  cargo, 
and  particularly  if  she  had  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  such  vessel 
was  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Under  this  general  instruction  no  vessel,  steamer,  or  otherwise  can 
approach  our  coast  without  being  liable  to  seizure,  no  matter  under 
what  flag  she  may  profess  to  be  sailing,  and  certainly  no  ship  contain¬ 
ing  contraband  of  war  would  be  allowed,  after  examination,  to  escape, 
whether  she  may  be  on  the  list  of  suspected  vessels  or  not.  I  merely 
mention  this  in  passing  to  show  the  Department  that  I  am  fully  pre¬ 
pared  to  capture  every  vessel  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  so  far  as 
my  force  and  circumstances  will  admit. 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  papers  at  home  and  abroad  of  the  utter 
insufficiency  of  the  blockade,  and  a  too  ready  credence  given  by  our 
public  functionaries  and  our  merchants  to  the  representations  of  par¬ 
ties  interested  in  making  out  a  case  against  the  Government. 

The  list  of  suspected  vessels  in  my  possession  made  up  from  various 
sources  comprises  schooners  of  light  draft,  larger  sailing  vessels,  and 
steamers,  amounting  to  about  lfiO,  and  of  this  large  number  how  few 
have  ever  run  the  blockade,  or  even  ventured  to  approach  the  coast! 
With  a  rare  exception  none  but  very  small  craft  and  two  or  three  rebel 
steamers,  with  the  assistance  of  local  pilots  of  long  experience,  con¬ 
certed  signals  in  rowboats  and  on  the  shore,  and  mostly  under  the 
protection  of  the  night  or  dense  fogs,  have  been  successful. 

The  Bermuda  and  the  Frugal  are  the  only  foreign  steamers  that  have 
evaded  the  vigilance  of  the  squadron,  and,  as  the  Department  is  aware, 
the  former  is  at  present  at  Bermuda,  not  daring  to  run  the  hazard  again, 
and  the  latter  has  never  made  her  escape  from  the  Savannah  Kiver. 
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The  steamers  Gladiator ,  Talisman ,  Sidney  Hall ,  Tage,  Cambridge , 
Imperatrice ,  Economist,  Southwick ,  Herald ,  Bahama ,  Minna ,  Sedgwick, 
and  others  which  have  left  the  friendly  shores  of  Britain,  said  to  be 
loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds  for  the  rebels, 
seek  shelter  in  the  so  called  neutral  colonies  off  our  coast,  and,  not 
venturing  to  approach  the  blockaded  ports,  transship  their  cargoes  into 
small  vessels  of  the  lightest  draft,  provided  in  a  great  measure  b>  the 
merchants  of  these  same  neutral  colonies,  who  seem  ever  ready  to 
assist  in  any  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  capture  of  the  forts  at  Port  Royal,  which  occurred  immediately 
after  my  arrival  on  this  station,  gave  us  possession  of  this  noble  har¬ 
bor,  and  was  followed  shortly  after  by  the  entire  control  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Savannah  River,  of  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw  sounds,  Georgia;  St. 
Helena  Sound,  and  North  and  South  Edisto,  South  Carolina,  in  all  of 
which  an  inner  blockade  was  effectually  established. 

Other  vessels  of  my  squadron  were  dispatched  southward  to  guard 
the  numerous  inlets  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  and  northward  to  cover 
Stono,  Charleston,  Bull’s  Bay,  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  a  veiy  extensive 
and  difficult  coast  to  blockade,  particularly  in  the  winter  season,  where, 
from  constantly  recurring  gales,  the  blockading  ships  are  liable  to  be 
driven  off  from  their  stations  or  on  shore  under  the  rebel  batteries. 

Happily,  at  the  present  time,  these  difficulties  have  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure  disappeared  by  the  success  attending  the  expedition  of  the  last 
month,  which  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  an  inner  blockade 
of  St.  Catherine’s,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Simon’s  sounds,  Fernandina, 
St.  John’s  River,  St.  Augustine,  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  thus  closing  the 
entire  coast  of  Florida  and  Georgia  to  all  efforts  of  the  rebels  and  our 
neutral  friends  to  introduce  provisions  or  arms. 

During  the  progress  of  this  expedition  I  had  abundant  evidence  of 
the  stringency  of  the  blockade  in  the  great  scarcity  of  even  the  neces¬ 
saries  of  life,  and  the  very  high  price  demanded  for  both  food  and 
clothing,  further  shown  by  the  prices  current  as  given  in  the  Southern 
papers,  the  most  essential  articles  being  continually  on  the  rise.  Only 
one  small  vessel  (and  that  was  captured)  had  entered  the  harbor  of 
Fernandina  for  ninety  days  prior  to  our  taking  possession,  though, 
according  to  the  reports  of  the  rebels  and  those  interested  abroad,  as 
mentioned  in  one  of  the  consular  communications  from  London  to  the 
Department,  it  was  almost  an  open  port. 

1  claim  to  have  some  experience  in  blockading,  for  during  our  war 
with  Mexico  1  was  much  employed  in  this  most  arduous  and  often 
thankless  duty  on  the  west  coast  of  that  country.  I  claim,  also,  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  naval  history  in  connection  therewith,  and  I 
therefore  make  the  declaration,  under  a  full  sense  qf  my  responsibility 
in  doing  so,  that  no  blockade  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  ever  been 
more  effective,  particularly  when  the  extent  and  character  of  our  coast 
in  all  its  features  are  considered,  together  with  the  many  circumstances 
rendering  this  service  most  embarrassing,  such  as  an  organized  system 
in  Europe,  especially  in  England,  to  evade  it,  with  colonies  on  our 
flanks  used  as  intermediary  stations  to  aid  and  abet  in  its  violation.  I 
beg  also  to  remind  the  Department  how  much  the  difficulty  of  main¬ 
taining  a  close  blockade  has  been  increased  by  the  introduction  of 
steam. 

The  Department,  while  referring  to  the  blockade  generally,  have 
required  particular  information  as  to  the  port  ot  Charleston  In  a  dis 
patch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  as  far  back  as  the 
-Jffh  of  January,  I  spoke  of  the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet,  thereby 
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closing  two  of  the  channels  leading  into  that  harbor,  guarding  those 
unobstructed  by  no  less  than  three  vessels. 

Since  that  time  the  force  oft  Charleston  has  never  been  diminished, 
but  on  the  other  hand  has  been,  whenever  practicable,  increased,  and 
always  under  the  direction  of  experienced  officers.  At  the  present 
time  I  have  no  less  than  six  steamers  and  two  sailing  vessels,  which  I 
purpose  further  to  increase. 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  enquiry  of  the  Senate,  which  the 
Department  has  forwarded  to  me,  I  presume  the  preceding  statements 
fully  cover  the  spirit  of  it.  As  to  the  assertion  of  the  British  consul  at 
Charleston  contained  therein,  whatever  may  have  occurred  on  this 
coast  in  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion,  if  it  be  intended  to  apply  to  the 
period  of  my  command,  1  have  only  to  stamp  it  as  one  of  those  absurd 
partisan  statements  of  which  this  rebellion  has  been  so  fruitful. 

The  present  position  of  the  blockading  fleet  is  as  follows: 

Off  Georgetown :  The  Keystone  State ,  Norwich,  and  armed  bark  Gem 
of  the  Sea,  Albatross  on  her  way. 

In  Bull’s  Bay,  effectually  preventing  ingress  and  egress:  The  armed 
ship  Onward. 

Off  Charleston :  The  James  Adger,  Augusta,  Bienville,  Alabama,  Poca¬ 
hontas,  Huron,  and  armed  sailing  vesseis  Bestless  and  Roebuck. 

Oft'Stono:  The  Flambeau. 

In  North  Edisto:  Crusader  and  H.  B.  Hale. 

In  St.  Helena  Sound:  Dale. 

In  Wall’s  Cut:  Unadilla  and  Western  World. 

In  Wassaw  Sound:  The  Mohican ,  Wyandotte,  and  Vandalia. 

In  St.  Catherine’s,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Simon’s  Sound:  The  Flor¬ 
ida,  Potomska,  and  Wamsutta. 

At  Fernandina  and  adjacent  waters:  The  Pawnee,  Darlington,  and 
Hope. 

In  St.  John’s  River:  Seneca  and  Pembina. 

At  St.  Augustine:  The  Isaac  Smith. 

Oft’ and  in  Mosquito  Inlet:  The  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

There  are  at  this  port  the  Wabash,  the  Susquehanna,  and  Ottawa, 
coaling,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Charleston;  -the  Sumpter ,  repairing- 
engines  after  seventy  days’  service  off  Charleston;  the  Madgie,  which 
has  just  joined  the  squadron  in  a  disabled  condition,  and  the  Ellen , 
which  I  fear  will  be  found  unfit  for  further  active  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  H.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  24,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  leave  the  Western  World  wherever 
she  had  best  be  stationed,  and  repair  with  the  Unadilla  to  this  anchorage. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla ,  Wright’s  River,  Georgia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  Cunard  steamer  Karnalc. 

Navy  Department,  April  24 , 1862. 

Sir:  The  Cunard  steamer  Karnalc  sailed  from  Havana  on  the  12th 
instant,  for  New  York,  via  Nassau,  having  on  board  the  mails.  She 
is  now  overdue  five  days,  and  as  she  has  always  been  very  regular, 
fears  are  entertained  that  she  may  have  met  with  some  accident  to  her 
machinery. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  direct  any  of  your  vessels  proceeding 
along  the  coast  to  keep  a  lookout  for  the  Karnalc ,  and  if  fallen  in  with 
to  render  her  assistance  if  required.  She  is  an  iron  screw  steamer, 
bark-rigged,  1,103  tons  gross. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Creighton,  II.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  St.  Augustine,  towing  the  schooner  Garibaldi,  car¬ 
rying  supplies. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  24,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  take  in  tow  the  schooner  Garibaldi ,  with  coal 
and  supplies  for  the  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson,  now  inside  the  bar  at  St.  Augustine,  and  deliver  her  to  that 
officer. 


Immediately  on  the  performance  of  this  service  you  will  proceed  off 
Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  blockading  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  B.  Creighton, 

II.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Port  Royal. 


R.  S. — It  is  barely  possible  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
has  left  St.  Augustine  and  may  be  in  St.  John’s  River.  Should  this 
be  the  case,  please  tow  the  Garibaldi  oft'  St.  John’s.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  your  looking  in  on  your  way  down. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bien¬ 
ville,  r  eg  at  ding  expedition  of  that  vessel  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  carrying 
coal  and  supplies. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  April  24 ,  1862. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  loth,  I  proceeded  with  this  ves¬ 
sel  to  the  anchorage  oft  Mosquito  Inlet,  East  Florida,  arriving  the  17th 
instant,  and  delivered  coal  and  supplies  to  the  Penguin  and  Henri/ 
Andrew  with  as  much  dispatch  as  the  very  high  sea  that  prevailed 
during  my  stay  would  permit.  I  supplied  the  Penguin  with  1,000  pounds 
of  bread  to  replace  a  portion  of  that  sent  to  her  which  proved  unlit  for 
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use,  13G  tous  of  coal,  2,000  gallons  of  water,  and  a  spare  condenser  I 
had  on  board,  capable  of  making  from  20  to  30  gallons  of  fresh  water 
per  hour,  and  which  was  in  operation  before  I  left.  I  supplied  the 
Henry  Andrew  with  50  tous  of  coal,  a  boat,  and  5  Entteld  rifles,  with 
accouterments  and  ammunition,  which  Acting  Master  Commanding 
Harris  represented  himself  greatly  in  need  of. 

I  was  detained  until  the  23d  instant  in  consequence  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  being  unable  to  come  out  to  receive  her  supplies  and  coal,  at 
tirst  on  account  of  the  heavy  sea  on  the  bar  and  subsequently  owing  to 
her  grounding  on  a  sand  spit  in  the  harbor  on  the  19th  instant. 

As  her  situation  was  precarious,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Benham,  the 
executive  officer  of  this  ship,  with  three  boats  and  crews,  to  her  assist¬ 
ance,  with  orders  to  take  such  measures  for  her  preservation  as  he 
might  deem  most  judicious. 

Fortunately,  she  was  floated  off  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant  and  was 
employed  during  the  day  in  looking  after  the  Government  live  oak. 

On  the  23d  she  came  outside  at  high  water,  received  her  supplies, 
and  returned  on  the  same  tide. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Acting 
Master  Commanding  Harris,  of  the  Henry  Andrew.  One  of  the  ship’s 
boats  was  swamped  on  the  bar  while  going  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Henry  Andrew ,  but  all  hands  were  saved,  together  with  the  boat, 
though  I  regret  to  say  five  Enfield  rifles,  accouterments,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  were  lost. 

The  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew  had  each  about  20  tous  of  coal  in 
their  bunkers  in  addition  to  what  I  gave  them. 

There  is  now  on  board  this  vessel  365  tons  of  coal,  100  of  which  is 
required  for  ballast. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Hu  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Expedition  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wamsutta  and  Potomska  in  search  of 

an  escaped  brig  in  the  vicinity  of  Dorchester ,  Ga.,  Apr  il  25-27 ,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  May  14 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  A.  Semmes,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta ,  of  a 
i  cconnoissance  made  by  him  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G. 
Watmough,  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Potomska ,  up  Riceboro  River  on  the  26th 
and  27th  ultimo. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  things 
in  that  vicinity,  as  well  as  to  destroy  a  brig  which  was  known  to  be 
near  Dorchester. 

After  proceeding  up  Riceboro  River,  a  very  crooked  and  narrow 
stream  communicating  with  the  waters  of  Sapelo  Sound,  about  30 
miles,  and  within  less  than  2  miles  of  Dorchester,  they  ascertained 
that  the  brig  had  been  burned  by  the  rebels,  and  not  deeming  it  advis¬ 
able  (to  proceed  furtker|,  the  vessels  returned. 
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On  descending’  the  liver  they  were  hied  upon  by  a  company  of  dis¬ 
mounted  cavalry  concealed  in  the  woods  and  thick  underbrush  on 
Woodville  Island,  and  two  of  the  men  of  the  Wamsutta ,  James  Brown, 
quartermaster,  and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman,  were  killed. 

Enclosed  are  the  certilicates  of  the  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  act¬ 
ing  assistant  paymaster  of  that  vessel. 

The  lire  of  the  rebels  was  replied  to  by  both  steamers  with  shell, 
grape,  and  canister,  which  effectually  silenced  them.  Their  loss,  as 
reported  by  contrabands  who  came  in  shortly  after,  was  16  killed  and 
32  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

IT.  S.  S.  Florida, 

St.  Simon's  Island ,  Georgia ,  May  8,  1862. 

Flag  Officer:  I  enclose  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  A. 
Semmes,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta,  of  a  reconuoissance  made 
by  him  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Watmough,  in  the  steamer 
Potomska,  up  Newport  Biver  on  the  26th  and  27th  ultimo. 

.  Their  object  in  ascending  the  river  was  to  ascertain  the  exact  condi¬ 
tion  of  things  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  destruction  of  an  English  brig 
that  had  run  the  blockade  at  Sapelo  about  two  months  since,  and  meif- 
tioned  in  your  instructions  to  me  of  the  15th  ultimo.  Having  proceeded 
about  50  miles  up  the  river  and  within  or  2  miles  of  Dorchester 
opposite  to  which  the  brig  was  at  anchor,  they  discovered  her  to  be  ou 
lire  and  learned  from  some  captured  contrabands  that  the  rebels  had 
scuttled  and  fired  her  and  that  she  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge. 
The  object  of  their  visit  having  been  accomplished,  they  deemed  it 
proper  to  return,  and  while  descending  the  river  were  attacked  by  a 
company  of  dismounted  cavalry,  concealed  in  the  woods  and  thick 
underbrush  on  Woodville  Island,  during  which  the  Wamsutta  lost  two 
of  her  crew. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Goldsborough, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 

Bohoy  Sound,  April  30,  1862. 

inf?!’  wZ1Dg.°f  25t^.  instant  Acting  Lieutenant  Command* 
u-  ?gh  8(Lri.fc  me  llIS  I,llot  and  information  that  he  was  10 
rndes  up  the  Biceboro  Biver.  The  following  day,  near  noon,  I  joined 
him  with  this  vessel,  and  both  went  up  after  the  bnV  that  ran  tiin 

theC25athe  to  ‘ffitlfc  S0Und‘  °aptain  Watmough  captured,'  the  night  of 
eavalry^ ^n  ear  W  s’ anchor  agl"068  provisions  *>  a  rebel  picket  of 

They  pointed  out  some  of  the  many  dangers  of  the  river,  up  which 
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we  went  about  15  miles  that  day.  Tlie  morning  of  the  27tli  we  reached  a 
point  within  about  a  mile  of  Dorchester,  where  two  negroes  (one  of  whom 
left  this  forenoon  for  St.  Simon’s  Sound)  came  on  board  and  informed 
us  that  a  smoke  observed  by  us  at  2  p.  m.  the  previous  day  was  the 
burning  of  the  brig,  she  having  been  stripped,  scuttled,  and  fired  at 
that  time.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truthfulness  of  their  information; 
she  was  opposite  Dorchester. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  say  30  miles,  a  point  was  reached  (where  the 
Potomslca  grounded)  where  the  river  became  so  very  narrow,  with  a 
still  narrower  channel,  that  we  deemed  it  imprudent  to  go  any  farther. 

At  noon  both  vessels  started  down  on  the  ebb, backing  or  going  head 
first,  as  the  tide  happened  to  take  them.  We  took  the  bottom  so  often 
that  we  began  to  expect  it  at  every  bend. 

It  took  five  hours  to  get  down  to  Woodville  Island,  where  the  rebels 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  atadistanceof  from  20  to 30 yards,  with  rifies. 
This  vessel  was  ahead  and  grounded  in  the  bend  when  under  this  tire. 
We  replied  to  their  fire  with  shells,  grape,  and  canister.  Two  men  were 
mortally  wounded  at  the  first  volley.  The  negroes  put  the  rebel  force 
at  about  100.  The  rapidity  of  their  fire  went  to  show  that  to  be  nearly 
correct.  Fortunately  the  Potomslca  could  bring  her  battery  to  bear 
when  our  guns  could  not  be  used.  At  one  point  our  starboard  battery 
was  used  to  assist  the  Potomslca. 

The  Potomslca’s  fire  was  well  directed  and  of  great  assistance  to  us. 
She  had  no  casualties.  Our  port  side  bore  pretty  good  evidence  of  the 
enemy’s  fire,  which  commenced  at  5:  40  and  ended  at  G:  20. 

The  following  day  reached  this  anchorage,  leaving  the  Potomslca  in 
Sapelo  Sound.  The  men  who  were  killed  were  buried  the  same  night 
on  Doboy  Island. 

it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  all 
engaged  on  our  side. 

The  enclosed  sketch*  will  convey  to  you  some  idea  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  river.  It  is  not  much  exaggerated,  if  any.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  the  doctoi'’s  report  of  the  casualties,  also  other  papers  from  him  and 
the  paymaster. 

With  a  good  pilot  a  higher  point  could  probably  have  been  reached, 
with  the  chance  of  having  the  river  obstructed  before  getting  down. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Jno.  B.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  St.  Simon’s  Sound ,  Georgia. 


Surgeon’s  report  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 

Doboy  Sound ,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  the  action  between  this  vessel  and  the  rebels  on  Woodville 
Island,  on  the  27th  instant,  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties: 

James  Brown,  quartermaster,  and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman, 
were  both  shot  through  the  abdoineu  and  died  of  their  wounds  the 
same  evening,  the  former  at  half  pastIO  and  the  latter  at  a  quarter  past  7. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

Saml.  F.  Quimby, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  A.  Semmes. 


Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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General  order  from  Flay- Officer  I  hi  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navi/,  regarding  property 
under  the  charge  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

General  Orders,  )  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  10.  )  Port  Royal,  April  26,  1862. 

No  subsistence,  forage,  mules,  horses,  oxen,  cows,  sheep,  cattle  of  any 
kind,  or  other  property  must  be  taken  by  the  officers  or  men  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  of  this  squadron  from  plantations  under  the  charge  of  the  special 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  nor  must  the  men  ever  be  allowed 
to  visit  such  plantations  without  a  written  permission  from  their  com¬ 
manding  officer. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Active ,  April  26, 1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Flambdau,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upshur,  on  the  20th  instant,  at 
c :  40  p.  m.,  discovered  and  captured,  about  7  miles  south  of  Stono 
[Inlet],  South  Carolina,  the  schooner  Active,  under  English  colors. 

She  was  from  Nassau  and  purported  to  be  bound  for  New  York,  with 
a  cargo  principally  of  salt  and  coffee  and  other  articles  now  very  much 
needed  in  a  Southern  port.  The  captain  admitted  that  the  families  of 
himself  and  mate  are  residents  of  Charleston. 

I  have  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  W.  L.  Kempton,  of  the  Flambeau.  The  captain  and  cook  of  the 
prize  remain  on  board.  The  rest  of  the  crew  will  be  forwarded  by  the 
first  opportunity.  The  vessel  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
send  more  of  the  crew  with  her. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Active,  April  26,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2Gth  instant,  at  G :  40  p  m 
we  discovered  and  captured,  about  7  miles  south  of  Stono,  the  schooner 
Active,  from  Nassau,  under  English  colors.  I  hereby  send  you  her 
papers  and  accompanying  log.  I  send  also  the  captain  and  cook  of  the 
schooner,  the  remaining  three  men  having  been  received  by  Captain 
Marchand,  of  the  James  Adger.  The  captain  of  the  schooner  admits 
that  the  families  of  himself  and  mate  are  residents  of  Charleston,  and 
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it  is  evident  from  his  Masonic  diploma  that  he  was  in  that  city  on  the 
3d  of  March  last. 

We  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  schooner  or  her  cargo. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  also  state  that,  exclusive  of  the  prize  crew  on 
board  the  schooner,  I  am  short  of  seven  ordinary  seamen  and  landsmen, 
a  want  which  is  very  manifest  on  board  this  ship. 

Acting  Master  Kempton  and  three  men  compose  the  prize  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron ,  Port  Loyal ,  S.  C. 


Re-port  of  Acting  Master  Sheldon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  prize  schooner 
Active,  of  arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  was  ordered  to  New  York  in  charge  of  the  prize  schooner 
Active,  captured  off  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  April  2G,  1SG2,  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur.  After  leav¬ 
ing  Port  Royal  found  the  foremast  sprung,  bowsprit  rotten  at  the  heel, 
and  the  vessel  leaking.  Bore  up  for  the  Capes  of  Delaware;  asked 
and  obtained  permission  from  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  to  come  to  this 
port,  which  I  accordingly  did. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Sheldon, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Belle  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Uncas ,  April  26,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  29.  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Uncas ,  Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane,  commanding,  arrived  at  this  anchor¬ 
age  on  the  27th  instant,  with  the  schooner  Belle  as  a  prize,  captured 

the  day  previous.  .  ^ 

He  reports  that  when  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  dis¬ 
tant  30  miles,  he  made  a  sail  two  points  on  the  port  bow,  running 
hi.  N.  W.  Acting  Master  Crane  proceeded  on  his  course,  intending  to 
speak  her.  As  he  approached  her,  she  hove  in  stays  and  hauled  E.  S.  E. 
He  then  changed  his  course  and  gave  chase  for  two  hours,  when  he 
fired  a  shot  across  her  bow.  She  then  hoisted  the  English  ensign 
and  continued  her  course.  Another  shot  was  fired  across  her  bow,  to 
which  no  attention  was  paid,  but  a  third,  striking  just  ahead  of  her, 
caused  her  to  heave  to.  She  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and 
purported  to  be  bound  for  Philadelphia  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  pepper, 

and  soap.  ,  ...  ,  .  . 

The  captain,  on  being  boarded,  claimed  to  be  in  distress,  saying  lie 
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had  sprung,  the  night  before,  foremast  and  bowsprit.  When  asked 
why  he  carried  sail  on  her  so,  replied  that  he  wanted  to  get  into  the 
nearest  port. 

I  send  her  to-day  to  the  port  of  New  York  for  adjudication,  and  with 
her  the  master,  W.  R.  Green,  and  Frank  Farrar,  cook.  The  rest  of 
the  crew,  W.  J.  L.  Uptegrove,  John  Morris,  Antonio  Leone,  and  Frank 
Sary,  proceed  to  New  York  in  the  morning  by  the  Empire  City.  The 
vessel  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send  more  of  the  crew 
with  her. 

She  goes  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  L.  Cooper,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ver¬ 
mont,  whose  resignation  was  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  mail 
of  the  19th  instant.  T  have  directed  him  on  his  arrival  at  New  York 
to  report  to  the  Department  by  letter. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Eneas ,  who  may  be 
entitled  to  prize  money. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Crane,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eneas 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Belle,  April  26,  1862. 

V.  S.  S.  Uncas,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following: 

When  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  distant  30  miles,  made 
a  sail  two  points  on  the  port  bow,  running  N.  N.  W.  I  proceeded  on 
my  course,  thinking  of  speaking  her.  As  I  approached  her,  she  hove 
m  stays,  hauled  E.  S.  E.;  then  I  became  suspicious  of  her.  faltered 
my  course  and  steered  after  her,  chasing  her  two  hours.  1  fired  a  shot 
across  her  bow.  He  then  hoisted  the  English  ensign  and  continued 
his  course  Blowing  very  heavy,  I  then  fired  another  across  her  bow: 
he  then  did  not  stop  her  at  that.  I  then  fired  one  from  our  pivot  smn 
striding  about  40  feet  ahead  of  him.  He  then  hove  to,  and  I  sent  Mr 
iarr  aboard  to  examine  her  papers.  When  boarding,  before  Mr.  Tarr 
had  chance  to  say  a  word,  the  captain  said  he  was  in  distress;  that  the 
night  before  she  sprung  her  foremast  and  bowsprit.  Mr.  Tarr  then 
as  'ed  why  he  carried  sail  on  her  so.  He  said  he  wanted  to  get  into 
the  nearest,  port,  and  also  that  he  had  been  laying  to  in  the  Gulf  renair 
mg  damages  Mr.  Tarr  then  asked  him  where  he  was  from,  and  where 
ound.  He  then  answered  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  pepper,  and  soap.  Mr.  Tarr  then 
demanded  her  papers  and  then  ordered  him  to  follow  me  to  Port  Rova 
being  too  rough  to  put  a  prize  crew  aboard.  I  then  altered  my  course 
and  ran  N.  N.  W.,  and  made  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston  Bar 

Port^Royal  *  moderated>  and  1  Put  a  l)l  ize  crew  aboard  and  steamed  for 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Crane, 

™  (  UVi  a  „  „  _  Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  schooner  Chase ,  captured  April  26,  1862,  near  Bull’s  Bay ,  South 
Carolina. 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward, 

Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina,  April  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  I  observed 
a  schooner  in  the  S.  E.,  steering  directly  for  the  channel  into  Bull’s  Bay, 
running  with  the  wind  free.  A  gunboat  was  on  her  weather  quarter, 
about  4  miles.  Thinking  it  might  be  a  vessel  bound  into  Bull’s  Bay,  I 
disguised  the  ship  as  much  as  possible.  When  she  was  near  enough 
to  make  us  out  she  kept  off  to  the  northward,  the  gunboat  giving  chase. 
The  schooner  soon  ran  ashore  on  Raccoon  Key  (the  island  on  which 
Romaiu  light  stands),  about  the  middle  of  the  key.  As  soon  as  I  saw 
that  she  was  to  the  southward  of  the  key  1  sent  Acting  Master  II.  J. 
Sleeper  in  charge  of  the  launch,  and  I  soon  followed  in  the  gig.  When 
nearing  her  we  discovered  that  she  was  on  lire,  but  when  the  launch 
got  close  to  her  Mr.  Sleeper  discovered  that  the  surf  had  extinguished 
the  flames  and  the  schooner  was  deserted.  By  pulling  in  as  close  as  we 
could  we  ascertained  her  to  be  the  schooner  Chase,  of  Nassau.  Night 
coming  on  and  the  surf  being  heavy,  we  returned  to  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  I  sent  Acting  Master  Sleeper  in  the  gig  to  examine  her. 
On  his  return  he  reported  that  he  did  not  think  she  could  be  got  off 
On  Tuesday  I  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  George  Blanchard  in  charge  of  the  launch,  for  the  schooner  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  to  get  her  off  On  our  arrival  we  found  her  almost 
out  of  water,  but  full,  and  by  boring  holes  in  her  and  bailiug  we 
succeeded  in  getting  all  the  water  out  of  her.  At  high  water  she  was 
afloat.  I  run  her  anchor  out,  but  on  trying  the  kedge  it  came  home, 
the  schooner  swinging  broadside  on  the  beach. 

We  had  now  been  without  water  seven  or  eight  hours,  and  having  a 
long  pull  to  the  ship  we  left  her  at  8  p.  m.  and  reached  the  ship  on  the 
following  morning  at  7  a.  m. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  Tuesday  I  bad  sent  the  gig  back  to  the  ship  with  two 
wounded  men,  caused  by  a  disturbance  among  them  in  consequence  [of] 
finding  liquor  from  the  wreck  on  the  beach. 

The  schooner  is  apparently  a  good  one,  by  her  register  is  rated  at 
about  20  tons,  but  is  much  larger  by  American  tonnage.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  get  her  off,  but  if  I  find  it  impossible,  shall  burn  her. 

1  must  apologize  for  this  lengthy  report,  but  I  thought  it  necessary 
in  this  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nipkels, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Omcard. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  off  Charleston. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  order  of  detachment  from  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  27,  1862. 
Sir:  The  order  accompanying  this  will  inform  you  of  your  detach¬ 
ment  from  this  squadron  with  the  Susquehanna  under  your  command, 
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which  I  trust  will  be  but  temporary.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  think  it  clue 
to  you  and  to  myself  to  express  my  most  unqualified  appreciation  of 
the  zeal,  efficiency,  and  devotion  which  have  marked  your  services  in 
this  fleet,  and  I  trust  they  will  not  be  overlooked  by  the  Department. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  (J.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hampton  Roads. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  orders  this  afternoon  at  4  o’clock  to  send  the 
Susquehanna  to  Hamilton  Roads. 

You  will  discontinue  coaling,  and  as  the  tide  will  not  serve  to  allow 
you  to  cross  the  bar  this  evening,  you  will  please  proceed  at  daylight 
in  the  morning,  and  on  your  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

The  rifled  howitzer  of  the  Susquehanna ,  now  on  board  the  Hope,  will 
be  returned  this  very  evening. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Captaiu  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  h  lag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  objecting  to  the  withdrawal  from  the  squadron  of  Captain'  Lardner 
and  the  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  27,  1862. 
Sir:  I  received  this  afternoon  at  4  o’clock  the  Department’s  order  to 
direct  the  Susquehanna  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

^  She  happened  to  be  in  this  harbor  coaling  and  I  have  given  orders  to 
Captain  Lardner  to  proceed  to  sea  at  daylight  to  morrow  morning  the 
state  of  the  tide  not  enabling  him  to  cross  the  bar  this  evening.  * 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  public  interests  here  and  to  myself 
did  I  fail  to  say  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  ship  and  the  officer  in  com¬ 
mand  is  a  serious  inroad  into  the  efficiency  of  this  squadron. 

I  had  prepared  to  shift  my  flag  to  her  on  Tuesday  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  Charleston,  and  to  see  for  myself  if  it  was  possible  to  place  the 
blockading  ships  in  more  effective  positions.  Captain  Larduer’s  experi¬ 
ence  made  his  presence  there  very  important  to  me. 

The  Susquehanna  is  the  only  vessel,  by  her  armament,  which  could 
cover  the  large  force  of  weak  vessels  now  off  that  port.  I  have  informa¬ 
tion  that  three  ironclad  gunboats  may  be  soon  expected  from  France. 
Boats  of  that  kind,  too,  are  building  in  Charleston  itself,  it  has  been 
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stated  frequently  that  an  iron  ram  is  at  Savannah  and  may  come  down 
Wilmington  River  and  attack  the  force  there. 

I  have  information  to-day  that  nearly  all  the  live  oak  has  been  burned 
at  [New]  Smyrna,  some  30,000  feet  of  it.  The  Henry  Andrew  could  not 
prevent  it,  but  landed  her  crew  and  put  out  the  fire.  She  is  the  only 
vessel  that  can  cross  Mosquito  Bar,  and  troops  should  have  been  sent 
to  protect  it. 

Further,  the  rebels  are  in  possession  of  Jacksonville,  and  my  gun¬ 
boats  only  control  the  river  below  it. 

A  vessel  ran  into  Darien  a  few  days  since.  I  require  more  vessels 
everywhere.  The  Department  is  sending  me  more  and  more  stringent 
directions  in  reference  to  the  blockade,  directing  courts  of  enquiry  to 
be  held  for  any  infractions  of  it,  and  the  Senate  is  passing  resolutions 
reflecting  on  myself  and  my  officers,  and  I  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
Department  if  this  is  a  moment  to  reduce  my  force  and  take  from  me 
my  most  efficient  ships  and  most  experienced  officers. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  seized  for  violation  of  the 
blockade. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  All  vessels  seized  for  violating  the  blockade  must  be  sent  either 
to  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  and  not  to  this  port,  attention  being 
paid  also  to  the  general  orders  from  the  Department  about  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  captured  vessel. 

You  will  please  so  inform  the  commanding  officers  of  the  blockading 
ships  under  your  direction. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston, 


S.  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Unadilla  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  in  charge  for  blockading 
duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

If.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Marchand, 
II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  8.  8.  James  Adger ,  to  proceed  with  that 
vessel  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C .,  April  28 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  trausfer  the  charge  of 
the  blockading  force  oft’  Charleston  to  Couimauder  Parrott  and  return 
with  the  James  Adger  to  this  port  for  repairs,  etc.  Please  inform  Com¬ 
mander  Parrott  that  I  have  information  that  the  Nashville  is  again  oft 
the  coast,  loaded  with  arms,  and  will  probably  attempt  either  Charles¬ 
ton  or  Georgetown. 

Enclosed  are  some  copies  of  a  general  order  from  the  Department  in 
relation  to  the  separation  of  master  and  crew  of  prize  vessels,  which 
you  will  have  distributed  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  blockading 
vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger ,  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott ,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  in  view  of  the  reported  presence  of  the  steamer 

Nashville. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  As  the  James  Adger  will  return  to  this  port,  you  will  be  left  in 
charge  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  and  I  rely  on  your  zeal  and 
energy,  as  exhibited  on  previous  occasions,  to  keep  up  the  strictest 
watch. 

I  have  information  that  the  Nashville  is  again  off  our  coast,  loaded 
with  arms.  She  was  chased  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  but  ran  away 
from  her.  Commander  Ridgely  succeeded,  however,  in  capturing  the 
Flla  Warley  (Isabel)  and  brought  her  this  morning  into  this  port.  The 
Nashville  will  probably  attempt  either  Charleston  or  Georgetown. 

I  had  intended  to  visit  Charleston  myself  in  the  Susquehanna  to¬ 
morrow,  but  she  lias  been  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Use  all  vigilance,  and  I  will  send  you  more  vessels  as  soon  as  I  cau. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

TJ.  S.  8.  Augusta,  off  Charleston. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  off 

Charleston ,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  C.,  April  28, 1862. 

Sir:  This  morning,  at  2  o’clock,  a  boat  came  alongside  of  the  Bien¬ 
ville,  containing  fifteen  negroes,  who  represented  that  they  escaped 
from  Charleston  about  9  o’clock  last  night. 

One  of  the  contrabands  has  been  in  the  employment  of  General  Rip¬ 
ley,  commander  in  chief  here,  and  reports  conversation  overheard  be¬ 
tween  this  general  and  other  officers,  evincing  much  despondency  as 
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to  the  success  of  the  Southern  arms,  such  as  “Two  more  battles  are 
only  necessary  to  destroy  us.”  “They  have  sent  me  here,  and  as  soon  as 
the  torts  are  taken  I  wdl  surrender  the  city  without  burning,”  etc.  He 
further  repoits  that  Stono  River  and  Wappoo  Creek,  connecting  it 
with  Charleston,  is  defended  by  eight  batteries,  one  of  which  has  16 
guns  and  another  24  guns,  and  about  500  torpedoes  sunk  in  the  channel. 

riom  liis  statement,  the  number  ot  soldiers  lms  been  diminished  in 
the  forts  and  at  the  batteries,  and  that  all  other  troops  have,  within 
the  last  two  weeks,  been  sent  to  Virginia,  etc. 

Another  of  the  contrabands  has  for  many  years  been  in  pilot  boats, 
and  says  that  no  vessels  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  except  by  Mafiitt’s 
Channel  and  pass  north  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  close  along  the  land. 
He  reports  that  but  one  sailing  vessel,  a  schooner,  succeeded  in  getting 
in  for  along  time,  and  that  about  six  weeks  ago.  But  I  regret  to  have 
to  report  that  lie  said  the  screw  steamer  Cccile,  of  8  or  9  feet  draft 
ot  water,  by  skirting  close  along  shore,  succeeded  in  breaking  the 
blockade  and  running  into  Charleston  before  daylight  on  the  morning 
ot  the  25tli  or  26th  instant. 


The  Pocahontas  is  nightly  at  anchor  between  Rattlesnake  Shoal  and 
the  entrance  to  Maffitt’s  Channel,  having  a  boat,  when  the  weather  per¬ 
mits,  on  the  lookout  between  her  and  the  shore.  Since  obtaining  the 
information  from  the  contraband  the  Pocahontas  has  taken  a  berth 
about  4,000  yards  from  the  battery,  at  east  end  of  Sullivan’s  Island. 

The  bark  Restless  and  steamers  Bienville  and  Huron  anchor  and  cruise 
at  night  to  the  N.  E.  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
squadron  occupies  position  in  front  of  Charleston,  off  Stono  Inlet  and 
Bull’s  Bay. 

The  Huron ,  by  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes, 
requires  repairs  to  her  engines,  etc.,  but  have  referred  the  letter  for  your 
decision. 

Her  coal  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  authorized  her  being  supplied 
from  the  Bienville. 

This  ship  has  already  been  furnished  with  coal  from  the  Alabama  and 
Augusta  and  to-morrow  will  procure  15  tons  from  the  Bienville. 

Reports  of  vessels  captured  and  chased  ashore  in  the  breakers  have 
been  forwarded  as  they  occurred. 

Herewith  I  forward  a  statement  from  Commander  Mullauy  of  infor¬ 
mation  he  obtained  from  one  of  the  contrabands,  also  a  statement  from 
another  of  the  same  party,  given  on  board  this  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Statement  made  by  a  contraband  regarding  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of 

Charleston ,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  28,  1862. 

Statement  made  by  Allen  Davis,  one  of  the  contrabands  who  came 
to  the  Bienville  this  morning  from  Charleston,  in  relation  to  the  defenses 
of  Charleston : 

At  Dewees  Inlet,  9  miles  to  the  FT.  E.  of  Charleston  Harbor  entrance, 
there  are  6J  feet  water  at  the  highest  tide,  but  no  defenses  of  any  kind. 
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The  next  opening'  is  Breach  Inlet,  at  the  east  end  of  Sullivan’s  Island, 
defended  by  a  battery  of  4  guns,  32  pounders,  smoothbore.  Between 
the  inlet  and  Fort  Moultrie  are  two  batteries  of  2  or  3  guns.  Three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  Moultrie  House,  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  an 
intrenchment  has  been  cast  up,  extending  across  the  island,  armed  with 
guns  taken  from  Cumming’s  Point  and  the  floating  battery  inside  of 
Charleston  Harbor. 

Piles  have  been  driven  inside  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  to  compel 
vesselsto  pass  near  Fort  Johnson.  An  additional  fort  is  being  built  on 
the  “  middle  ground”  inside  of  the  harbor. 

One  battery  at  Light- House  Inlet  protects  that  place  with  4  guns. 

Three  batteries  command  Stono  Inlet,  mounting,  respectively,  24,  16, 
and  0  guns. 

About  6  miles  farther  up  Stono  River  is  another  battery,  mounting 
8  guns. 

In  Wappoo  Creek,  connecting  Stono  River  with  Charleston,  are  8 
batteries,  having  from  4  to  0  guns  each. 

About  500  torpedoes  are  sunk  in  Stono  River  and  200  in  Ashley  River. 

The  road  from  Stono  River  to  Charleston  passes  over  8  bridges,  each 
of  which  is  mined,  and  by  lines  led  to  a  long  distance  can  be  blown  up. 
An  intrenchment  and  camp  exist  at  the  race  ground,  3  miles  from 
Charleston,  but  defended  only  by  muskets. 

There  are  800  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  000  at  Fort  Johnson,  160  at  Castle 
Pinckney,  500  at  Fort  Sumter,  and  between  1,500  and  1,000  men  to 
defend  the  batteries  at  Stono  River,  Wappoo  Creek,  and  the  race 
ground  encampment. 

Two  small  flatboats,  with  2  guns  each,  and  the  little  steamer  Lady 
Davis ,  also  with  2  guns,  occupy  the  creek  inside  of  Morris  Island,  as 
no  defenses  remain  on  the  island. 

In  relation  to  the  blockade: 

All  vessels  attempting  to  break  the  blockade  pass  Maffitt’s  Channel, 
close  along  the  north  shore,  keeping  in  very  shoal  water  and  at  the  edge 
of  the  breakers;  lights  on  the  forts  guide  them.  They  neither  approach 
nor  leave  the  land  till  passing  Dewees  Inlet,  that  they  may  escape  by 
being  concealed  by  the  trees  or  run  ashore  if  chased.  Vessels  approach¬ 
ing  make  the  land  by  Dewees  Inlet,  which  is  conspicuous,  or,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  [Cape]  Romain  light  house,  from  whence  they  are  enabled  to  take 
a  departure  after  night. 

Two  ships,  the  Mackinaw  and  Ravenel ;  three  brigs,  the  Sir  Robert 
Reel ,  Prince  Albert ,  and  Prince  of  Wales ,  are  in  Charleston,  together 
with  five  schooners. 

The  steamer  South  Carolina  is  loaded  and  ready  any  night  to  run  out. 

The  screw  steamer  Cecile ,  from  Nassau,  drawing  from  8  to  9  feet 
water,  ran  into  Charleston  on  Friday  or  Saturday  morning. 

But  one  schooner,  and  that  about  six  weeks  ago,  succeeded  in  run¬ 
ning  in. 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  schooner  running  out,  loaded,  should 
return  here,  but  go  elsewhere,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  running 
the  blockade  ;  but  steamers  are  the  only  vessels  depended  upon. 

Two  wooden  gunboats  are  being  built  in  Charleston.  One  of  them 
has  her  frame  partly  up.  The  other,  generally  called  the  “  Ladies’  Boat,” 
from  the  fact  of  being  built  by  their  contributions,  had  her  keel  laid  a 
week  or  ten  days  ago,  neither  of  them  being  intended  to  be  ironclad,  as 
it  can  not  be  obtained. 

There  is  no  ironclad  boat  building  in  Charleston.  Six  steamers  are 
nightly  expected  at  Charleston,  the  pilots  for  which  are  at  Nassau  and 
Bermuda. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  IT.  8.  Navy,  giving  information  received 
from  a  party  of  contrabands  from  Charleston,  8.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C .,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Fifteen  contrabands  came  off  to  this  ship  at  2  o’clock  this 
morning. 

They  state  that  they  left  Charleston  yesterday  at  9:30  p.  m.,  and 
that  the  boat  used  belonged  to  the  quartermaster’s  department  of  the 
rebel  army. 

I  obtained  the  following  information  in  reply  to  questions  put  to  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  party,  named  Gabriel: 

The  enemy  are  putting  up  “rat  holes”  [port  shutters|  in  the  case¬ 
mates  to  keep  out  shells.  What  this  means  I  do  not  know. 

The  batteries  about  the  harbor  and  city  are  as  follows:  Forts  Moul¬ 
trie,  Sumter,  Johnson,  battery  at  Wappoo  Creek,  Castle  Pinckney,  and 
a  new  fort  in  the  “  middle  ground,”  not  armed. 

Two  gunboats  are  building;  their  keels  have  just  been  laid,  one  at 
the  yard  of  Mr.  Jones  and  the  other  at  that  of  Mr.  Knox.  There  are 
also  tow  gunboats  in  the  harbor  that  have  no  steam  power,  but  depend 
on  being  towed,  but  there  are  no  ironclad  boats  in  the  harbor. 

But  very  few  soldiers  are  now  in  the  city.  Troops  have  to  be  drawn 
from  the  forts  daily  for  sentinel  duty. 

Three  railroad  trains  left  with  troops  last  week,  said  to  have  been  for 
Virginia,  but  were  captured. 

There  is  a  battery  of  light  guns  some  distance  up  Wappoo  Creek, 
which  is  the  only  one  near  or  around  the  city. 

At  Stono  Inlet  there  are  batteries  at  the  entrance  and  one  up  the 
river.  There  are  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  a  steamer  waiting  to  run  the 
blockade,  the  ships,  The  John  Randolph  and  Machinate,  for  Liverpool, 
and  the  steamer,  South  Carolina,  for  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

The  steamer  Cecile  ran  in  night  before  last,  and  the  Nashville  and 
Ella  Warley  and  others  are  expected  daily. 

The  vessels  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  sight  the  land  and 
squadron  just  before  dark.  After  dark  they  run  close  into  the  land 
well  to  the  eastward,  and  toward  daylight  feel  their  way  in  through 
the  Beach  or  Maffitt’s  Channel,  keeping  the  land  close  aboard,  and 
passing  inside  of  Rattlesnake  Shoals.  This  is  the  only  channel  used 
by  vessels  running  the  blockade. 

The  battery  at  Breach  Inlet  is  called  Fort  Beauregard  [Marshall], 
and  mounts  a  few  32-pounders. 

Gabriel  estimates  the  force  at  Charleston  as  follows:  Sumter,  500; 
Pinckney,  200;  Beauregard,  500;  Wappoo  Creek,  400;  and  Stono 
Inlet,  1,000. 

He  says  the  city  will  be  given  up  in  case  the  forts  are  captured. 

Gabriel  has  been  a  hand  on  board  a  pilot  boat  for  twelve  years,  is 
intelligent,  and  appears  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  channels 
leading  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  I  understand  there  are  other 
men  among  the  party  equally  well  acquainted  with  the  channel  and 
harbor. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 


Commander  J.  B.  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  8.  James  Adger,  Senior  Officer  Present ,  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pattison ,  l  .  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sumpter  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Wassaw  Inlet, 
Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Uoycd  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  20,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  when  ready  for  sea  with  the  Sumpter 
under  your  command  to  Wassaw  Inlet,  and  report  to  Commander 
S.  W.  Grodon,  of  the  Mohican,  for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison, 

U.  8.  S.  Sumpter ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  Nary,  urging  vigilance  in  maintaining  an  efficient  blockade  of  St. 

Simon’s  Sound ,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  Uncas ,  Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane,  for  blockad¬ 
ing  service. 

I  think  with  four  vessels  you  will  be  enabled  to  keep  some  moving 
in  different  directions.  I  would  send  two  to  make  a  full  recounoissance 
to  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  things  in  the  sounds  and  rivers 

I  perceive,  by  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  to 
Commander  Lanier,  that  St.  Catherine’s  and  Sapelo  offer  fair  opportu¬ 
nities  for  light  draft  vessels  to  enter. 

You  must  do  all  in  your  power  to  guard  all  accessible  points,  for, 
with  the  more  stringent  blockades  elsewhere,  every  attempt  will  be 
made  to  find  weak  points,  as  they  (the  rebels)  are  becoming  quite  des¬ 
perate. 

I  send  you  a  small  coal  schooner  with  137  tons  of  coal.  Please  have 
it  distributed  in  the  several  vessels,  and,  endorsing  the  return  papers, 
send  her  home  direct  unless  you  could  load  her  with  the  railroad  iron 
without  too  much  labor  and  at  a  reasonable  freight. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  8.  S.  Florida,  St.  Simon’s. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Crane, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Uncas,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
in  the  inland  waters  of  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  April  29,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Uncas  under  your  command 
to  St.  Simon’s  and  report  to  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  of  the 
Florida,  for  blockading  duty  in  the  inland  waters  of  Georgia. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane, 

U.  8.  8.  Uncas,  Fort  Royal. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 


P •  S. — Enclosed  are  squadron  papers  for  your  consideration. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 
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Expedition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Rhind,  II.  S.  Navy , 
commanding ,  up  the  South  Edisto  River  to  OrimbalVs  plantation, 
South  Carolina,  April  29,  1862. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1  enclose  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  giving  the  particulars  of  an  expedi¬ 
tion  on  the  29th  ultimo  with  the  Hale  to  capture  a  battery  on  Grimball’s 
plantation,  near  the  junction  of  the  Dawho,  Paw  Paw,  and  South 
Edisto  rivers.  The  enemy  opened  on  the  Hale  when  within  1,800  yards 
and  continued  their  fire  as  she  winded  her  way  to  engage  them  at  close 
quarters,  but  when  the  Hale  reached  the  last  bend  and  was  making  a 
straight  course  for  the  battery,  the  i  ebels  fled  in  haste.  Lieutenant 
Gillis  lauded  with  a  party  of  20  men  to  destroy  it.  The  work  was 
about  350  yards  from  the  river  bank ;  mounted  two  fine,  long  24-pound¬ 
ers  on  excellent  field  carriages;  one  of  the  guns,  so  rapid  was  the  flight 
of  the  i  ebels,  loaded  and  primed. 

Owing  to  the  marshy  character  of  the  ground  between  the  battery 
and  the  river,  the  guns  could  not  be  removed,  but  Lieutenant  Gillis 
discharged  the  one  loaded  against  the  other,  knocked  off  the  cascabel, 
and  took  a  large  piece  out  of  the  breech.  Both  were  then  spiked  with 
rat-tail  files,  and  a  large  fire  was  made  under  them  of  the  carriages, 
lumber,  etc.  The  ammunition  left  was  brought  away.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind  next  attempted  to  ascend  the  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon] 
River,  but,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  grounded.  After  get 
ting  off  he  retraced  his  steps,  endeavoring  to  pass  through  South 
Edisto  River,  but  finding  the  pilot  knew  nothing  of  the  channel,  gave 
that  up,  determined  to  return  by  the  Dawho  to  North  Edisto. 

Expecting  an  ambuscade  at  a  point  near  Slann’s  Bluff,  he  made  the 
proper  disposition  to  receive  the  close  fire  of  the  enemy.  He  reached 
the  point  about  8  in  the  evening,  and,  as  anticipated,  was  saluted  by  a 
heavy  fire  of  fieldpieces  and  musketry.  The  men  on  the  Hale  were 
kept  under  cover  till  the  enemy  had  delivered  their  lire,  when  they 
replied  with  grape,  canister,  and  shell.  The  point  was  soon  passed  and 
the  Hale  returned  to  her  anchorage  without  having  had  a  man  injured. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  commends  the  officers  and  men,  and 
particularly  Lieutenant  Gillis,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  Hale, 
who  managed  his  vessel  well  in  the  very  narrow  and  crooked  stream  of 
the  Dawho. 

As  the  Department  is  aware  what  a  small  vessel  and  how  lightly 
armed  the  Hale  is,  it  will  appreciate  this  spirited  affair  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind.  I  have  given  him  my  commendation,  and  will 
add  that  his  manner  of  holding  the  waters  of  North  Edisto  for  several 
months  has  been  most  satisfactory  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  Edisto  River ,  April  30,  1862 . 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  somewhat  detailed  report  of  an  expedition  on  the 
Rale  up  the  Dawho  River,  also  an  application  of  Lieutenant  Gillis  for 
another  officer.  At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  G.,  I  received  Mr.  Cleverly 
on  board  this  vessel  temporarily  for  medical  treatment,  transferring  one 
of  our  master’s  mates  for  temporary  duty  on  board  the  Hale.  I  can  ill 
spare  the  services  of  an  officer,  now  having  one  disabled  with  wounds. 
1  have  heard  that  the  Hale  was  not  considered  a  lieutenant’s  command. 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  under  Lieutenant  Gillis  the  vessel  seems  to  be 
attaining  an  efficiency  that  1  understand  she  did  not  formerly  possess. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  vessel  in  the  squadron  except,  perhaps, 
the  Ellen ,  that  can  be  taken  easily  through  the  Dawho,  so  crooked  and 
narrow  is  that  stream.  The  Hale  is  very  manageable,  but  unfortunately 
very  vulnerable,  the  greater  part  of  her  machinery  and  even  part  of  her 
boiler  much  exposed.  The  Parrott  gun  on  her  forecastle  disappointed 
us  in  its  performance  both  for  range  and  accuracy. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'A.  C.  Rhind, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

North  Edisto  River ,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir:  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  T  started  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  II.  Gillis,  to  destroy  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  the  enemy  on  the  Dawho  River.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Breintnall,  Master’s  Mate  Henry  Parsons,  and  22  men,  with  the  flat  and 
howitzer  of  the  Crusader,  were  added  to  the  force  of  the  Hale. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Grimball’s  plantation,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Dawho,  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon],  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  the  battery  was 
discovered. 

The  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  at  a  turn  in  the  river,  distant  about 
1,800  yards  from  the  battery,  and  continued  his  fire  at  the  various 
points  in  the  bends  where  advantageous  opportunities  were  afforded. 
One  long  reach  we  had  to  make  under  a  raking  fire,  but  our  shell  had 
been  planted  so  effectively  by  Lieutenant  Gillis,  who  sighted  most  of 
the  guns  himself,  that  by  the  time  we  reached  the  last  bend  and  were 
making  a  straight  course  for  the  battery,  the  lookout  reported  the  enemv 
deserting  it  in  haste.  J 

We  then  threw  a  few  shells  into  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  work 
ran  the  Hale  alongside  the  bank  abreast  of  it,  and  landed  a  party  of 
about  20  men  under  Lieutenant  Gillis  to  destroy  it. 

The  work  was  found  to  be  about  350  to  400  yards  from  the  banks 
mounting  two  fine  long  24-pounders  ou  excellent  field  carriages. 
Lieutenant  Gillis  found  one  of  the  guns  loaded  and  primed,  and  turning 
it  upon  tli c  other,  knocked  oft  the  cuscuhel  und  took  u  lurge  piece  out 
of  the  breech;  both  were  then  spiked  with  a  rat- tail  file,  a  good  fire 
made  under  them,  of  the  carriages,  limbers,  etc.,  the  powder  left  in  the 
magazine  brought  away,  and  (‘very  effort  made  to  render  the  guns 
unfit  for  use  that  our  means  afforded.  h 
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I  landed  shortly  after,  and  found  the  Are  well  at  work  on  the  guns  and 
platforms.  It  continued  to  burn  during  the  whole  day. 

Having  finished  our  labors  at  this  point  we  started  about  11  a.  m.  to 
go  up  the  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon]  River  to  capture  or  destroy  a  small 
schooner  at  the  wharf  of  Morris’s  rice  mill,  but  owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  the  pilot  got  hard  aground  about  a  mile  up  the  river. 

We  remained  in  that  position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  either 
side  until  about  5  p.  m. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  object 
to  detain  us  during  the  night,  we  reluctantly  gave  up  that  portion  of 
the  expedition  and  started  at  5:30  to  return,  intending  to  go  round  by 
the  South  Edisto  liiver. 

After  proceeding  a  short  distance  through  that  stream  1  found  the 
pilot  ignorant  of  the  channel,  and  turned  the  Hale  back  to  the  Dawho 
to  run  the  gantlet  of  an  ambuscade  that  we  well  knew  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  us  at  a  favorable  point  near  Slann’s  Bluff. 

We  reached  that  on  our  return  about  8  p.  m.,  and  had  made  proper 
disposition  to  receive  the  close  fire  of  the  enemy  there.  As  we  antici¬ 
pated,  when  close  abreast  the  place  in  the  narrow  river,  they  opened  on 
us  a  heavy  fire  of  fieldpieces  and  musketry.  Our  men  were  kept  under 
cover  till  their  fire  was  delivered,  when,  manning  our  guns,  we  gave 
them  in  return  some  grape,  canister,  and  shells. 

The  point  was  soon  passed,  and  we  came  out  into  the  North  Edisto 
River  about  9  p.  m.  without  having  a  single  man  hurt. 

During  the  engagement  with  the  battery  the  Hale  went  through  a 
very  close  fire,  but  one  shot  striking  her,  however,  and  that  a  glancing 
shot  on  the  port  bow,  doing  no  damage. 

While  under  fire  on  our  return  one  of  the  guns  (32-pounder)  was 
struck  in  the  muzzle  by  a  solid  shot  from  a  fieldpiece,  knocking  out  a 
piece  and  cracking  the  muzzle  badly  for  some  distance.  I  fear  the  gun 
is  rendered  comparatively  useless. 

Canister  and  rifle  balls  struck  her  in  various  places,  but  no  damage 
was  sustained.  Thei/u/ewas  well  handled  in  that  very  narrow  and 
crooked  stream  by  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  his  able  executive  officer,  Mr. 
Bullis.  Officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty. 

Very  respectfully, 


A.  0.  Rhind, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
letter  of  commendation  from  the  Department. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  Department  referring  to  your  bold  and  successful  capture  of 
the  rebel  battery  on  the  Dawho. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  were  under  your  command. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  8.  S.  Crusader ,  North  Edisto. 
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[Enclosure.] 


Navy  Department,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  in  another  communication  lias  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  enclosing  the  interesting 
report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Bhind,  of  the  Crusader ,  of  an 
expedition  on  the  2!)th  ultimo  with  the  E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  James  II.  Gillis,  to  capture  a  rebel  battery  near  the  junction  of  the 
Dawho,  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Ponj,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  but  the  bold 
ness  of  the  movement  and  the  success  that  attended  it  deserve  special 
notice  and  commendation. 

You  will  therefore  please  communicate  to  Lieutenants  Commanding 
Bhind  and  Gillis,  and  the  officers  and  men  who  were  under  their  com¬ 
mand  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  Department’s  appreciation  of  their 
gallantry  and  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  blockading 

squadrons,  regarding  the  selection  of  commanding  officers  for  vesseis 

fitting  out  at  naval  stations. 

Navy  Department,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir:  Applications  are  constantly  received  from  the  masters’  mates 
in  the  squadron  under  your  command  for  appointment  as  acting 
masters. 

The  Department,  desiring  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  such  of  these  offi¬ 
cers  as  have  merited  promotion  and  have  the  necessary  qualifications, 
has  already  directed  you  to  appoint  them  to  fill  vacancies. 

But  as  these  are  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  you  will  select  such 
of  the  most  deserving  among  them  as  can  be  spared,  and  direct  them 
to  proceed  north  by  the  earliest  public  conveyance,  and  to  report  upon 
their  arrival  to  the  Department  and  await  its  orders.  It  is  designed  to 
assign  them  as  acting  masters  to  the  vessels  now  fitting  out  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  naval  stations. 

The  places  of  the  master’s  mates  thus  withdrawn  from  duty  in  your 
squadron  may  be  tilled,  as  before  directed,  from  the  crews  of  the  different 
ships,  or  if  there  are  none  worthy,  they  can  be  sent  out  in  the  supply 
vessels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flag  Officer  William  W.  McKean. 


Report  of  i  lag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  prizes  captured 
and  the  disposition  of  their  cargoes. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  1,  1862. 
Sir:  In  previous  dispatches  I  informed  the  Department  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  schooner  Arrow,  by  the  Bienville ,  on  the  25th  February 
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last,  and  also  that  of  the  schooners  Julia  Worden  and  Lydia  and  Mary , 
by  the  Restless ,  on  the  27tli  and  2!)th  March,  that  these  vessels  had 
been  condemned  by  a  board  of  officers,  whose  reports  were  also  for¬ 
warded. 

1  have  transshipped  their  cargoes  to  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  A.  II. 
Cain,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  consigned  to  the  U.  S.  district 
.judge,  as  per  bills  of  lading  herewith  enclosed. 

There  is  also  on  board  10  bales  of  cotton  and  7.j  barrels  of  resin,  con¬ 
signed  to  the  IT .  S.  navy  agent,  Philadelphia,  to  await  the  disposition 
of  the  Government,  bill  of  lading  enclosed.  This  cotton  and  resin  were 
found  on  board  a  small  schooner  called  the  Magnet ,  which  was  taken  at 
Fernandina  on  our  occupation  of  those  waters.  The  captain  had 
deserted  her  and  the  crew,  two  Englishmen,  have  been  sent  north. 
The  vessel  is  unfit  to  send  north,  and  not  being  coppered,  will  soon  be 
destroyed  by  the  worms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  ship  Onward ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  Lie  schooner  Sarah, 

May  1,  1862. 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina,  May  1,  1862. 

Str:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  we  discovered  a 
schooner,  bearing  FT.  X.  E.  from  us  about  f>  miles,  at  anchor,  apparently 
waiting  for  daylight  to  run  into  Bull’s  Bay.  1  immediately  sent  Acting 
Master  Sleeper  in  charge  of  the  launch  to  capture  her.  On  discovering 
our  launch,  and  not  being  able  (as  the  wind  was  light  from  the  S.  E.) 
to  get  out  of  the  bay,  she  tripped  her  anchor  and  ran  ashore,  where 
they  set  fire  to  her,  the  launch  about  2  miles  from  her.  Mr.  Sleeper 
went  alongside  of  her,  but  finding  it  too  late  to  extinguish  the  flames, 
and  discovering  the  crew  on  the  beach,  lie  made  for  them,  but  they 
escaped  in  their  boat  to  the  mainland,  leaving  behind  them  in  their 
haste  some  of  their  clothing  and  a  quantity  of  prints  and  delaines  in  a 
damaged  condition. 

The  schooner  is  entirely  burned  up,  having  burned  very  rapidly, 
owing  to  some  very  combustible  matter  in  her  cargo. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Acting  Master  Sleeper’s  report  for 
further  particulars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward . 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  Charleston 

[Enclosure.] 

Off  Bull’s  Island, 
Thursday,  May  1 ,  1862. 

In  pursuance  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  in  the  launch  to  the  strange 
schooner  bearing  N.  N.  E.  by  compass.  Shortly  after  leaving  the  ship 
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I  perceived  that  they  had  run  her  ashore,  and  when  within  about  2 
miles  of  her  discovered  that  they  had  set  her  on  lire  and  abandoned, 
and  were  then  on  the  beach.  On  my  nearer  approach  they  fled  in  great 
haste  in  their  boat  toward  the  mainland,  leaving  sundry  articles  on  the 
beach,  a  portion  of  which  I  brought  on  board  in  a  comparatively  worth¬ 
less  state. 

She  is  a  schooner,  about  100  tons,  and  called  the  Sarah,  of  and  hail¬ 
ing  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

When  I  left  her  she  was  on  fire  fore  and  aft  and  burning  fast,  appar¬ 
ently  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Henry  J.  Sleeper, 

Acting  Master  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Downes ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albert,  of  Charleston,  S.  C May 

1 ,  1862.  J 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Off  Charleston,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  seized  the  schooner  Albert, 
late  Irene,  of  New  Jersey,  under  .English  colors,  off  this  place,  upon 
suspicion  of  an  intention  to  violate  the  blockade,  on  the  1st  instant,  at 
4  p.  m. 

When  first  descried  she  was  about  12  miles  distant  from  the  land, 
under  easy  sail  (foresail),  heading  about  N.  N.  W.,  or  in  for  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bull’s  Bay,  and  in  fact  did  not  make  any  material  change 
in  tier  course  until  we  hove  her  to. 

She  was  without  a  manifest  or  crew  list,  and  the  bills  of  lading  did 
not,  so  far  as  we  could  ascertain,  give  the  true  nature  of  the  cargo:  as 
we  found  boxes  of  knitting  needles  and  cotton  cards  not  mentioned 
theiein.  One  of  the  bills  oi  lading  handed  to  me  among  the  papers 
contained  one  item  of  G1  boxes  of  merchandise,  of  the  contents  of  which 
1  could  obtain  no  account,  but  from  the  description  I  received  of  their 
form  and  dimensions,  being  about  5  feet  long  by  21  wide,  I  judge  them 
to  contain  muskets,  but  they  being  stowed  beneath  all  the  cargo  I 
could  not  satisfy  myself  on  the  point  by  opening  them. 

The  register  was  a  new  one,  taken  out  on  the  9th  ultimo  at  Nassau 
II om  winch  place  she  last  sailed,  clearing*  lor  New  York,  and  contained 
no  mention  of  change  of  owners  or  nationality,  though  she  is  mentioned 
therein  as  being  “foreign  built,”  late  Irene,  of  New  Jersey,  and  those 
on  board  of  her  when  seized,  stated  the  change  of  nationality  as  the 
cause  for  taking  out  her  new  register,  and  that  she  changed  her  name 
wUh  her  nationality,  and  yet  I  find  that  when  she  cleared  from  Matan- 
zas,  Cuba,  for  New  York,  via  Nassau,  which  she  did  about  a  fortnight 
previously,  it  was  under  the  name  of  Albert,  of  English  nationality. 

The  captain  gave  as  a  reason  for  being  found  in  such  close  proximitv 
to  this  place,  under  short  sail,  and  heading  such  a  course,  that  “he 
was  running  in  for  smooth  water  to  set  up  his  rigging,”  though  I  could 
not  perceive  that  it  required  it,  and  as  the  rigging  was  old  it  eertainlv 
seems  strange  that  he  should  have  left  port  with  it  too  slack  to  make 
the  proposed  voyage. 
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The  cargo  purported  to  consist  of  coffee,  sugar,  salt,  dried  fruit, 
oranges  and  lemons,  bananas,  maraschino,  drugs,  soap,  beef,  cigars, 
sponges,  and  Cl  boxes  of  merchandise. 

Her  crew  consisted  of  the  captain,  mate,  and  five  hands,  and  she  had 
two  Spaniards  on  board,  who  purported  to  be  passengers  for  Spain, 
via  New  York,  though  I  suspect  them  to  be  the  true  owners  of  the 
cargo. 

As  I  could  supply  her  with  but  a  weak  prize  crew,  I  sent  home  in  her 
only  the  captain  and  steward  as  witnesses.  The  others  1  have  on  board 
the  Huron  and  seek  a  passage  to  New  York  for  them. 

Early  on  the  morning  following  the  seizure  I  dispatched  her  to  New 
York  with  a  prize  crew  of  four  men,  under  charge  of  Master’s  Mate 
Joseph  M.  Blake,  and  this  detachment  leaves  me  10  men  short  of  my 
complement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. , 
transmitting  reports  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Flash ,  off 
Bull's  Bay ,  South  Carolina ,  May  2 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  reports  from  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nickels,  of  the  Onward.  One  gives  an  account  of  the 
capture  by  the  boats  of  the  Onward  of  the  master,  crew,  and  papers  of 
the  schooner  Flash,  of  Nassau,  previously  reported  to  you  as  having 
been  sent  to  New  York  by  the  Restless. 

The  other  describes  the  persevering  but  unsuccessful  efforts  of  the 
lieutenant  commanding,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  Onward  to  save  and 
get  afloat  the  schooner  Chase,  of  Nassau,  also  previously  reported  as 
having  been  run  on  shore  by  the  Huron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nickels,  it  appears,  maintains  his  reputation 
for  zeal  and  energy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward, 

Bull's  Bay,  S.  C.,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  morning  I  discovered  a  schooner  ashore  toward  the  south¬ 
ern  end  of  Bull’s  Island.  I  immediately  sent  the  gig  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Bunting,  who,  on  rounding  the  point,  discovered 
the  boat  of  the  schooner  containing  the  crew,  which  he  succeeded  in 
capturing.  The  boat  contained  the  captain  and  seven  men,  all  of 
whom  1  now  have  in  charge,  together  with  the  ship’s  papers,  of  the 
schooner  Flash  of  Nassau.  Before  I  could  send  my  boats  to  the 
schooner  again  I  discovered  the  boats  of  the  bark  Restless  approaching 
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the  schooner,  which  they  succeeded  in  getting  off.  I  have  also  to 
state  that  from  information  received  from  the  prisoners  from  the 
schooner  Flash ,  there  are  still  six  or  seven  more  schooners  offshore, 
one  of  which  we  saw  captured  to  day  by  the  gunboat  Huron.  There  is 
one  of  the  schooners  (the  Albine)  that  has  a  very  valuable  cargo  on 
board.  Also  they  informed  me  that  they  saw  the  steamer  Isabel  tow¬ 
ing  the  steamer  Cecile  a  few  days  ago,  the  latter  apparently  injured  in 
some  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Onward. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta ,  off  Charleston. 


Note. — These  vessels  were  probably  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  towing 
the  Isabel. 


E.  G.  P. 


U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Off  Caper's  Island ,  Near  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  2 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Navy  Department  that  at 
12:30  a.  m.  this  morning,  while  on  blockading  duty  off  Caper’s  Island, 
near  Charleston,  S.  C.,  a  schooner  was  discovered  making  for  Price’s 
Inlet.  I  immediately  beat  to  quarters  and  fired  a  shot  from  our  pivot 
rifie  gun,  which,  as  subsequently  ascertained,  went  through  her  main¬ 
sail.  She  immediately  lowered  all  sails,  and,  it  being  dark  and  misty, 
we  for  the  moment  lost  sight  of  her. 

At  4  a.  m.,  we  got  underway  and  gave  chase.  So  soon  as  the 
schooner  discovered  ns  she  was  run  ashore.  Two  armed  boats  from 
this  vessel  were  sent  alongside,  with  orders  to  get  her  out  or  destroy 
her,  according  to  circumstances.  On  boarding,  the  schooner  was  found 
abandoned  and  on  fire,  which  was  immediately  extinguished,  and,  she 
being  loaded  with  salt  and  100  hundred  boxes,  and  a  good  vessel,  every 
exertion  has  been  used  to  get  her  off  successfully.  The  boats  were  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  M.  II.  Johnson  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Henry  Eason,  the  latter  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  capture 
of  the  nine  schooners  previously  reported  by  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du 
Pout. 

No  papers  were  found  on  board,  but  a  log  book,  from  which  it  is 
inferred  that  her  name  was  the  Flash ,  from  Nassau,  and  having  found 
English  colors  on  board,  it  is  inferred  that  she  has  been  sailing  under 
an  English  register. 

We  have  reason  to  suppose  that  she  was  formerly  called  the  C.  K. 
Lawrence.  I  have  sent  her  for  adjudication  to  the  port  of  New  York 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles  Smith. 

Being  short  of  officers  and  men,  I  respectfully  request  that  Acting 
Master  Charles  Smith,  together  with  the  prize  crew,  may  be  ordered 
to  return  to  this  vessel  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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Order  of  Flay- Officer  Du  Pont ,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Woolsey ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Ellen. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  May  2, 1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  assume  the  command  of  tbe  U.  S.  S. 
Ellen,  a  vessel  which  lias  been  most  useful  and  efficient  in  this  squad¬ 
ron,  aud  uow  undergoing  repairs. 

A  copy  of  a  survey  upon  her  will  be  furnished  you,  and  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  give  all  your  attention  to  hastening  these  repairs 
and  report  to  me  when  she  is  ready  for  service. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

IT.  8.  8 h  f)  Vermont. 


P.  S. — You  are  authorized  to  procure  whatever  mechanical  aid  you 
desire  for  the  repairs  to  the  Ellen. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8. 
Navy,  transmitting  Confederate  signal  code  captured  on  steamer  Ber¬ 
muda. 


Navy  Department,  May  5 , 1862. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  directions  for  running  the  block¬ 
ade  off  Charleston,  found  on  board  the  steamer  Bermuda.  They  may 
be  of  service  to  vessels  on  that  station. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


[Enclosure.] 

Place  the  steamboat  in  a  position  which  will  bring  me  in  W.  Y.  W 
and  burn  a  single  blue  light. 

A  blue  light  with  a  white  light  above  it  will  signify:  The  chances 
are  bad  for  getting  in  Maffitt’s  Channel;  try  Ship  Channel  to-morrow 
night  at  high  water. 

A  blue  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  south  of  it  will  signify:  The 
chances  are  bad  for  your  getting  iu  here  at  present. 

A  blue  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  north  of  it  will  signify:  Try 
Pumpkin  Hill  Channel  to-morrow  night  at  high  water. 

A  single  red  light  will  signify:  Steer  in  for  us. 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  above  it  will  signify:  Go  to  Bermuda 
and  await  orders  from  your  owners. 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  below  it  will  signify :  Steer  in  W.  S.  W. 
(west  southwest). 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  north  of  it  will  signify:  Steer 
in  W.  by  S.  (west  by  south). 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  south  of  it  will  signify:  Steer 
in  west. 

Two  red  lights,  one  above  the  other,  will  signify:  Steer  in  W.  by  N. 
(west  by  north). 

Two  red  lights  alongside  of  each  other  will  signify:  [Imperfect. j 

Two  rockets  from  the  boat  will  signify:  We  are  ashore,  all  safe. 

One  rocket  will  signify:  We  are  captured. 
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Report  of  Flog-  Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  8. 

Patroon  off  Port  Royal ,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  on  Sunday  last,  the 
4th  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Patroon ,  Acting  Master  Lelar. 

I  have  previously  reported  the  arrival  of  the  Madgie  and  Albatross. 
The  Kensington  left  for  the  Gulf  some  time  ago.  The  Madgie  is  still 
undergoing  repairs  from  injuries  communicated  in  a  previous  dispatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

P.  S. — Kensington  left  Port  Royal  April  16. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Meriam, 
U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Madgie ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
off  Charleston ,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Madgie  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  senior 
officer  there,  for  blockading  duty. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  list  of  squadron  papers.  The  list 
of  suspected  vessels  will  be  furnished  you  by  Commander  Parrott. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Master  F.  B.  Meriam, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Madgie,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Keystone  State,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 

off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir.  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
command  off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  communicating  with  the  Albatross, 
Commander  Prentiss.  After  supplying  his  vessel  with  water,  you  will 
please  proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  of  the 
blockading  fleet  off  that  place  (Commander  Parrott  at  this  moment)  for 
blockading  duty. 

The  port  most  threatened  with  infractions  of  blockade,  from  the  best 
mf°r.raatl01b  18  Charleston,  and  the  fleetness  of  the  Keystone  State 
will  be  an  important  accession  toward  closing  it  effectually 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Font ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Lelar ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Patroon ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  St.  John's 
River,  Florida. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  this  afternoon,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Patroon  under 
your  command,  to  the  St.  John’s  River. 

On  approaching  the  bar  you  will  make  the  usual  signals  for  a  pilot, 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  or  some  of  the  commanders 
inside,  will  doubless  communicate  with  you. 

You  will  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  of 
the  Seneca,  the  senior  officer  in  the  river. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Acting  Master  Lelar, 

U.  S.  S.  Patroon ,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Cooper,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  regarding  distribution  of 

supplies  for  blockading  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  from  the  Department 
exhibited  to  me,  you  will  proceed,  with  the  Massachusetts  under  your 
command,  to  supply  the  blockading  ships  of  the  squadron  stationed 
along  the  coast  to  the  southward. 

First,  at  Wassaw  Sound,  where  you  will  find  the  Sumpter,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Pattisou  (senior  officer),  and  the  Vandalia,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Wells. 

Second,  at  St.  Simon’s,  where  you  will  find  the  Florida,  Commander  J. 
R.Goldsborough  (senior  officer);  the  Wamsutta,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Semmes;  the  Potomska,  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmougli  commanding, 
and  the  Uncas,  Acting  Master  Crane. 

Third,  at  Fernaudina,  where  you  will  find  the  Pawnee ,  Commander 
Drayton;  the  Hope,  Acting  Master  Rockwell,  and  the  Darlington, 
Acting  Master  Godfrey. 

Fourth,  at  St.  John’s,  where  you  will  find  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Ammen  (senior  officer);  the  Pembina ,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Bankhead;  the  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Mcholson, 
and  the  Patroon ,  Acting  Master  Lelar.  This  last-named  vessel  will 
leave  early  in  the  morning  direct  for  the  St.  John’s  River,  to  inform 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  that  you  are  on  your  way  down,  that 
he  may  come  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  have  directed  him  to  employ 
the  Patroon  to  cross  the  bar  and  take  on  board  the  supplies  intended 
for  the  vessels  inside,  which  are  much  in  want  of  them. 

Fifth,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  where  you  will  find  the  Penguin ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Williamson  (senior  officer),  and  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting 
Master  Harris,  the  former  outside  the  bar,  the  latter  within. 

After  supplying  the  vessels  above  named  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

You  will  receive  on  board  Assistant  Paymaster  Heberton,  who  goes 
down  to  join  the  Henry  Andrew ;  also  two  marines  for  the  Pawnee,  a 
rilled  gun,  and  some  ordnance  stores  for  the  same  vessel. 


800  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

As  you  go  down  the  coast,  and  on  your  return,  you  will  please  keep 
a  good  lookout  for  suspicious  vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  H.  Cooper, 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  Fort  Royal. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  General  C.  C.  Pinckney .  o  ff  Charleston.  S.  C. 

May  6,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  G'.,  May  9, 1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  of  the  Onward ,  discovered  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  instant  a  schooner  at  anchor  about  4  miles  off,  apparently  wait¬ 
ing  for  daylight  to  run  into  Bull’s  Bay.  He  immediately  dispatched 
Acting  Master  Sleeper  in  the  launch  to  capture  her.  The  schooner,  on 
observing  the  launch,  tripped  her  anchor  and  ran  ashore,  where  she 
was  fired  by  the  crew,  who  then  made  their  escape  to  the  mainland. 
Gn  reaching  her  in  his  boat  Acting  Master  Sleeper  found  it  impossible 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  She  was  called  the  Sarah ,  about  100  tous 
burden,  and  hailed  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

On  the  Gth  instant  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa  captured  the  rebel 
schooner  General  C.  C.  Pinckney ,  from  Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau 
with  94  bales  of  cotton,  rosin,  etc. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  the  Alabama  ran  on  shore  a  schooner 
at  Light-House  Inlet.  The  Pocahontas  this  morning  went  into  15  feet 
of  water  and  fired  upon  her,  but  the  guns  could  not  reach;  she  is  near 
a  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  Alay  10, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  captured  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th  instant,  about  80  miles  to  the  eastward  of  this  port,  after  a 
chase  of  three  hours,  a  schooner,  the  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.,  of  about  50  tons,  she  having  ruu  the  blockade  the  night 
previous  m  a  gale  of  wind.  She  had  as  cargo  94  bales  of  upland  cotton, 
10  barrels  of  rosin,  and  4  boxes  of  tobacco. 

1  have  sent  her  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Dockrav 
and  a  prize  crew  of  five  men  from  this  vessel,  the  owner  of  vessel  and 
cargo  remaining  in  the  prize.  The  mate  and  four  of  her  crew  are  on 
board  of  this  vessel. 
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1 1^1ited.'11/  starb°ar<l  cable  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant  and 
was  obliged  to  put  to  sea.  I  have  since  been  supplied  by  the  Augusta 
with  an  anchor  of  nearly  the  same  weight  as  the  one  lost,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  cables  of  this  vessel  are  defective,  as  this  is  the  second 
anchor  lost.  The  port  anchor  was  lost  in  the  St.  John’s  River  previous 
omj  aking  command.  Ihe  instance  mentioned  under  my  own  obser¬ 
vable117  1  <1°  110t  tlliuk  tlie  cause  was  sufficient  to  have  parted  a  good 

I  would  request  that  1  may  have  an  officer  ordered  in  the  place  of 
Acting  Master  Dockray,  also  a  master’s  mate,  which  will  make  the 
complement  of  officers. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

,,,  „  „  o,  -r,  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury , 
regarding  permit  for  the  distribution  of  supplies  to' the  blockading  ves¬ 
sels  at  Port  Royal ,  S.  C .,  and  Fernandina ,  Fla. 


Navy  Department,  May  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Mr.  H.  R.  Miller  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  send  a  cargo  of  ice,  poultry,  fresh  beef,  sheep,  vegetables, 
potatoes,  apples,  and  onions  to  Port  Royal  and  Fernandina,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  supplying  those  articles  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
there,  with  restrictions  not  to  carry  any  articles  than  those  above  men¬ 
tioned  or  any  spirituous  or  intoxicationg  liquors,  nor  to  trade  with  any 
other  persons  than  those  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
under  a  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  his  vessel  and  cargo,  or  any  other  pen- 
alfy  you  may  think  more  judicious  to  impose. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  Commander  Lanier ,  17.  S.  Navy , 

commanding . 

May  7,  1862. — Made  a  schooner  S.  S.  W. ;  chased  to  cut  him  off,  firing 
three  shots  from  pivot  gun.  At  *11 :40  lost  sight  of  him;  anchored. 

May  8.— At  daylight  saw  the  schooner  we  had  fired  at  last  night 
ashore  off  Light-House  Inlet.  Got  underway  and  stood  in  as  far  as  the 
depth  of  water  would  allow;  fired  two  shots  from  the  Parrott  gun  at 
her,  which  fell  short.  At  9:30  a.  m.  the  Pocahontas ,  a  mile  inside  of 
us  trying  to  get  at  the  stranded  vessel,  which  a  number  of  people  on 
the  beach  were  discharging.  She  was  unable  to  reach  her,  however; 
they  apparently  emptied  her;  the  vessel  bilged.  They  had  several 
pieces  of  field  artillery  in  position,  and  a  tug  with  two  heavy  guns 
(rilled)  to  repel  an  attack  with  boats. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Codon,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  resume  command  of  the  blockade  off  St.  Simon's  Sound ,  Georgia, 

and  adjacent  waters. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Mohican  under  your  com¬ 
mand  and  resume  the  control  and  blockade  ot  St.  Simon’s  Sound  and 
the  inland  waters,  extending  from  St.  Catherine’s  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Sound,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  relieving  Commander  Goldsborough  in 
the  Florida,  the  present  senior  officer. 

Your  force  will  consist,  in  addition  to  your  ship,  of  the  Wamsutta, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Semmes;  the  Potomsha,  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Watmough,  and  the  Tineas,  Acting  Master  Commanding 
Crane.  In  proportion  as  the  blockade  of  Charleston  is  made  more 
secure,  attempts  will  doubtless  be  made  at  other  points  on  the  coast. 

You  have  already  had  some  experience  in  those  waters,  and  your 
operations  there  I  have  already  approved  of.  You  will  receive  from 
Commander  Goldsborough  all  information  his  more  recent  experience 
may  enable  him  to  give. 

The  movements  of  the  vessels,  the  points  to  be  watched  at  anchor  or 
to  be  resumed  at  stated  periods,  the  collection  and  comfort  of  the  con¬ 
trabands,  with  the  acquisition  of  all  information  from  them  which  may 
be  of  public  utility,  are  left  to  your  sound  discretion. 

If  you  should  require  another  steamer,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  one, 
but  at  present  I  have  no  suitable  light  draft  vessel  to  spare. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transferring  his  command  from  St.  Simon's  Sound  to  Was- 
saw  Inlet,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  8,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  transfer  the  charge  of  the  blockade  of  St. 
Simon’s  and  adjacent  waters  to  Commander  Godon,  of  the  Mohican, 
transmitting  to  him  such  information  as  your  recent  experience  will 
enable  you  to  give. 

You  will  then  please  proceed  to  Wassaw  Inlet  and  take  charge  of  the 
blockade  there.  The  Sumpter  and  Vandalia  will  form  part  of  your  com¬ 
mand,  to  which  I  will  endeavor  to  add  another  vessel,  in  order  that  you 
may  make  a  recounoissance  of  Ossabaw  Sound  to  ascertain  the  nature  of 
the  intercommunication  between  it  and  Wassaw,  and  whether  vessels 
could  run  into  the  former,  so  as  to  transship  their  cargoes  to  the 
railroad. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  St.  Simon's. 
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Letter  J rom  Flag-Officer  J)u  Font ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Postmas¬ 
ter-General ,  regarding  the  establishment  of  post-offices  on  the  coast  of 
Georgia. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  0.,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  March  24  has  beeu  received.  In  refer¬ 
ence  to  its  subject-matter,  I  would  state  that  up  to  the  present  time 
there  are  no  places  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  where  post-offices  could  be 
established.  We  hold  the  waters  and  control  Brunswick,  etc.,  but  no 
troops  of  ours  are  in  possession. 

Whenever  I  can  give  you  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  points 
mentioned  in  your  letter  I  shall  do  so  with  pleasure. 

What  is  most  wanted  in  this  region  is  a  regular  mail  from  New  York 
to  Port  Royal.  The  post  office  here  is  well  administered,  but  there  are 
no  regular  stated  days  of  arrival  and  departure.  The  interregnum 
between  the  dates  of  the  two  last  mails  was  nineteen  days. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

John  A.  Kasson, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster- General,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  difficulties  in  pre¬ 
venting  blockade  running  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  dispatch  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  2d  instant,  referring  to  the  vessels  which,  according  to 
reports  from  the  consuls  at  Nassau  and  other  places,  had  run  the  block¬ 
ade  at  Charleston. 

In  a  previous  dispatch  I  wrote  very  fully  on  this  subject  of  the  block¬ 
ade  and  do  not  purpose  now  to  dwell  further  on  it. 

I  have  explained  the  difficulties  of  closing  against  daring  and  des¬ 
perate  adventurers  such  a  coast  as  ours,  and  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  asked  the  Department  to  send  me  more  ships  suitable  for  this 
arduous  duty.  I  have  endeavored,  with  the  comparatively  small  force 
under  my  command,  composed  in  part  of  vessels  utterly  unsuited  for 
the  purpose,  to  guard  all  the  ports  within  the  limit  of  my  command, 
and  particularly  the  port  of  Charleston,  the  only  port  on  the  whole 
coast  where  the  blockade  is  ever  violated.  This  I  assert  without  fear 
of  contradiction. 

I  have  now  eleven  vessels  covering  the  coast  from  Stono  Inlet  to  Bull’s 
Bay,  a  distance  of  30  miles ;  eight  of  these  are  off  Charleston,  an  arc  of  13 
miles.  The  officers  are  vigilant;  there  is  a  spirit  of  rivalry  between  the 
ships;  some  of  the  commanding  officers  with  suitable  vessels  are  very 
bold;  from  sunset  to  sunrise  they  are  personally  on  watch;  the  block¬ 
ading  forces,  variously  grouped  during  the  day,  change  their  stations 
after  nightfall,  and  these  are  constantly  shifted,  so  as  to  avoid  bearings 
being  taken  of  them  in  the  harbor.  They  approach  the  shoals  and 
shallow  waters  as  near  as  their  vessels  will  permit,  and  frequently  draw 
upon  themselves  the  fire  of  the  batteries. 

Still,  as  I  have  stated  in  a  previous  communication,  very  small  craft 
and  very  light  draft  steamers  may  still  get  in  and  out.  There  is  no 
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vessel  in  tliis  squadron  that  can  pass  where  they  do  within  a  mile,  a 
distance  sufficient  to  avoid  discovery  on  a  starlight  night,  shielded, 
moreover,  as  they  are  by  the  shadow  of  the  land  behind  them;  but 
within  the  last  few  weeks  the  number  of  these  captured  has  been  greater 
than  I  could  have  hoped. 

In  a  list  of  vessels  given  in  a  letter  from  Nassau  of  April  II,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  New  York  Times  of  the  3d  instant,  as  having  run  the 
blockade,  some  are  stated  to  have  run  out  of  the  St.  John’s  River  and 
Fernandina.  If  they  had  been  announced  as  coming  out  of  Port  Royal 
and  passing  under  the  yardarms  of  the  Wabash  the  statement  would 
be  equally  correct. 

Some  time  back  a  list  of  65  vessels,  furnished  by  a  commander’s  clerk 
in  this  squadron  to  a  Philadelphia  evening  paper  as  vessels  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  was  published  by  that  paper  under 
a  caption  in  large  capitals,  ‘‘Vessels  that  have  run  the  blockade,” 
though  ouly  two  of  the  whole  list,  the  Bermuda  aud  the  Fingal ,  had 
succeeded  in  doing  so. 

Still  there  is  room  for  more  steamers  off  Charleston.  I  have  used  my 
best  judgment  in  the  distribution  of  those  under  my  command  along 
the  coast,  yet  if  the  Department  desires  that  the  blockade  should  be 
more  stringent  and  effective  I  trust  it  will  supply  me  with  more  vessels 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  in  St.  John’s 

River ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  by  the  arrival  of  the  Patroon  to  day. 

As  there  appears  to  be  no  necessity  for  a  force  at  present,  except  for 
the  police  of  the  river,  I  send  the  Pembina,  as  directed.  Recent  advices 
from  our  armies  will  probably  prevent  the  erection  of  a  battery  at  some 
point,  as  I  think  was  intended,  and  if  it  should  be  done,  and  I  think 
the  vessels  in  the  river  insufficient  to  take  the  battery  without  diffi¬ 
culty,  I  will  ask  an  additional  force  for  the  purpose. 

The  Isaac  Smith  arrived  on  the  4th  and  on  the  6th  the  Darlington 
was  sent  by  Commander  Drayton  from  Fernandina,  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Maxwell,  to  ask  a  flag  of  truce  in  relation  to  the  return  of 
certain  citizens  of  Florida  and  for  the  exchange  of  army  prisoners. 

I  think  the  presence  of  Mr.  Bryant  prevented  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  local  authorities.  They  evidently  fear  his  influence,  aud,  pending 
the  arrival  of  instructions  from  Tallahassee,  neither  he  nor  the  citizens 
desirous  of  returning  were  permitted  to  hold  intercourse  with  their 
acquaintances. 

I  shall  therefore  direct  the  return  of  the  Darlington  to-morrow  to 
Fernandina  and  the  Isaac  Smith ,  accompanied  by  the  Patroon,  will 
proceed  up  the  river,  taking  Mr.  Bryant  as  passenger.  I  have  directed 
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Lieutenant  Commanding-  Nicholson  to  facilitate  the  wishes  and  move- 
meats  ot  Mi.  Bryant  as  tar  as  in  his  judgment  they  were  in  accordance 
with  the  interests  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  will  proceed  to  as  high  a  point  as  he  deems 
advisable  and  will  meet  me  off  Jacksonville  on  the  14th,  at  which  time 
I  will  proceed  up  the  river. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  point  on  W  ednesday,  the  6th,  I  received  a  flag 
of  truce,  stating  that  thecommanding  general  of  East  and  Middle  Florida 
wished  to  know  whether  I  was  willing  to  exchange  Private  Hall 
(alluded  to  in  my  former  report)  for  another  prisoner. 

I  replied  that  1  had  apprehended  [Durham]  Hall,  not  as  a  soldier,  but 
as  a  disturber  ot  the  public  peace,  aud  that  I  was  not  willing  at  this 
time  to  exchange  him.  Since  his  seizure  no  threats  or  enormities  have 
been  perpetrated  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Forces  in  St.  John's  River ,  Florida. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  the  St.  John’s  River, 

Florida ,  May  9-21 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Mayport  Mills,  St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  9th  instant  the  Patroon  has  been  at 
anchor  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek. 

On  the  14th,  as  agreed  upon,  the  Isaac  Smith  met  me  at  Jacksonville. 
I  sent  flag  ot  truce  on  shore  and  received  an  answer  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  former  flag  of  truce  sent  through  Commander  Drayton 
by  the  Darlington,  of  which  Colonel  Bryant  formed  a  party.  I  did  this 
at  his  solicitation,  much  against  my  wishes.  He  conveyed  the  letter  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fernandina. 

The  Seneca  and  the  Isaac  Smith  then  came  to  the  bar,  the  latter  for 
the  purpose  of  coaling.  On  the  15th  she  took  in  6  or  8  tons  from  the 
wharf  and  11  tons  from  us,  and  the  next  day  proceeded  up  the  river 
with  discretionary  orders,  to  be  absent  from  five  to  ten  days,  as  might 
be  deemed  expedient. 

I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  to  go  above  the  mouth 
of  Black  Creek,  and  as  much  farther  up  as  he  thought  advisable, 
taking  all  necessary  precautions  to  avoid  injury  from  ambuscades  if  he 
went  into  dangerous  localities. 

He  went  within  a  very  short  distance  of  Welaka,  where  the  river 
was  so  narrow  as  to  require  the  hedging  of  the  vessel  around  the 
bends,  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  riflemen,  who,  however,  did  no 
injury  to  anyone,  although  they  were  at  a  very  short  distance. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  swept  the  ground  with  grape  and 
shells  and  then  dropped  down  to  a  secure  point.  He  found  the  mouth 
of  the  Ocklawaha  could  not  be  reached  without  great  danger  to  the 
crew,  and  understood  fully  that  his  orders  did  not  justify  this  expo¬ 
sure.  He  therefore  returned  to  this  point  within  the  time  specified,  and 
has  made  the  reports  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you. 
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The  extraordinary  penetration  of  the  ritle  balls  showed  plainly  that 
the  bulwarks  are  no  protection  except  as  a  screen  to  the  persons  on 
board  of  that  vessel. 

Jacksonville  appears  to  be  almost  entirely  deserted,  and  I  learn  there 
is  a  great  scarcity  of  food  throughout  Florida,  except  beeves,  which 
are  abundant  in  Marion  County  and  to  the  south  of  it. 

An  occupation  of  the  line  of  railroad  between  Fernaudina  and  Cedar 
Keys  by  our  troops  would  cut  this  supply,  as  well  as  any  transportation 
from  any  part  of  the  Peninsula. 

I  send  the  Garibaldi  to  communicate  with  Fernandina.  Upon  her 
return,  if  not  otherwise  directed,  I  shall  go  up  the  river,  probably  not 
above  Palatka,  for  about  one  week,  leaving  the  Isaac  Smith  at  the  bar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  St.  John’s  Fiver. 

Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  John's  River ,  Florida,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  orders,  I  proceeded  up  this  river  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  a  point  within  5  or  6  miles  of  Lake  George.  At 
this  point  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  concealed  riflemen,  but 
fortunately  (although  numerous  shots  went  completely  through  our  light 
bulwarks)  not  a  man  was  injured.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  opened  lire, 
I  dropped  anchor  and  shelled  the  woods,  at  once  silencing  their  fire. 
As  we  were  within  50  yards  of  these  woods,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
our  heavy  tire  must  have  done  some  execution.  About  fifty  shots  were 
fired  at  us,  twelve  of  them  striking.  The  river  above  Palatka  is  nar¬ 
row,  with  a  tortuous  channel.  I  was  obliged  to  kedge  around  some 
points,  the  vessel  being  too  long  to  turn. 

I  considered  it  too  hazardous  to  proceed  any  farther  than  I  did,  as 
the  channel  would  have  had  to  be  sounded  and  the  vessel  could  not 
protect  the  boats  on  account  of  the  sudden  turn  in  the  river.  On  my 
passage  down  I  stopped  at  Orange  Mills  and  watered  ship. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  there  are  about  twenty-five  men  stationed  in 
the  rear  of  Orange  Mills,  about  one  hundred  at  Black  Horse  Landing, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha  (this  was  the  party  that  fired  upon 
us),  and  two  companies  at  Black  Creek. 

Five  miles  this  side  of  Jacksonville,  observing  a  flag  of  truce  putting 
toward  me,  I  anchored  and  received  on  board  three  refugees  (one  a 
female),  with  their  household  goods,  they  desiring  to  go  north.  I  also 
received  one  contraband  on  board,  belonging  to  Dr.  Mays,  a  noted  rebel. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  whole  establishment  about  Orange  Mills  be 
destroyed,  as  it  is  a  hotbed  of  traitors,  who  are  now  all  in  arms 
against  their  country.  As  there  is  considerable  valuable  property 
(now  abandoned),  it  might  be  seized  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government 
and  the  houses  burned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 


807 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

-Letter  from  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Amrnen , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  f  urther  opera  tions. 

Flagship  Keystone  State, 

Fernandina ,  May  22,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday  and 
the  enclosed  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding-  Nicholson,  and  must 
again  express  my  approval  of  the  judgment  and  activity  exercised  by 
you  and  the  officers  under  your  command  in  holding  the  control  of  the 
St.  John’s  River.  1  leave  your  future  movements  to  your  own  discre¬ 
tion. 

I  have  noticed  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  houses  around  Orange  Mills,  but 
for  the  present,  unless  the  vessels  are  fired  upon  from  that  vicinity, 
I  do  not  wish  that  there  should  be  any  destruction  of  property. 

Since  Sunday  last  I  have  been  moving  up  and  down  the  coast,  visit¬ 
ing  Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  St.  Simon’s,  arriving  here  yesterday. 
I  shall  be  at  Port  Royal  again  by  Saturday  evening. 

You  have  probably  heard  of  the  bold  exploit  of  a  contraband  pilot 
employed  on  General  Ripley’s  steamer,  the  Planter.  The  captain  and 
engineer  having  gone  on  shore  to  visit  their  families,  Robert  Smalls 
before  daylight  quietly  cast  off  the  hawser  by  which  she  was  moored 
to  the  wharf  in  front  of  the  General’s  quarters,  steamed  past  Fort 
Sumter,  giving  the  usual  signals  and  dying  the  Confederate  Hag  until 
out  of  range,  when  he  pulled  it  down,  and  hoisting  a  white  fiag  brought 
the  steamer  safely  out  to  the  blockading  fleet.  The  pilot  is  quite  intel¬ 
ligent  and  gave  some  valuable  information  about  the  abandonment  of 
Stono.  At  my  instance  Captain  Marchand  made  a  reconnoissance,  and 
finding  the  statement  true,  crossed  the  bar  on  Tuesday  last  with  the 
gunboats  Unadilla ,  Pembina ,  and  Ottawa.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Charlestonians  thought  their  time  had  come. 

The  news  from  the  Mississippi  is  very  gratifying.  The  whole  rebel 
fleet,  nearly,  is  destroyed  on  the  Lower  Mississippi  by  Flag-Officer  Far- 
ragut,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Wright  by  Acting  Flag-Officer  Davis, 
who  is  now  in  command,  vice  Foote,  returned  to  the  Easton  accouut  of 
his  wound.  I  send  you  a  late  paper  or  two.  Please  say  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  that  I  have  read  his  report  with  interest;  am 
glad  that  he  escaped  so  well. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca ,  Senior  Officer ,  St.  John’s  River. 

P.  S. — My  Dear  Captain:  Besides  the  news  by  the  enclosed,  I  have 
to  add  that  McClellan  is  well  up  toward  Richmond;  the  guuboats  past 
City  Point.  The  fight  at  Williamsburg  and  West  Point,  on  the  York 
River,  was  sharp.  Franklin’s  division  at  the  last  place  was  outnum¬ 
bered  by  General  Lee,  but  the  gunboats  gave  him  a  great  lift,  as  usual. 
Norfolk  is  ours  again  and  Stribling  in  command.  Excepting  the  dry 
dock,  not  much  destroyed  on  the  yard.  Pensacola  is  abandoned  and 
much  destruction  at  the  navy  yard.  Fort  Gaines  is  abandoned  and 
Mobile  will  soon  be  ours. 

Captain  Davis  arrived  the  day  before  Hollins  made  his  attack  and 
thrashed  him  well.  He  came  out  with  eight  ironclad  boats  against  six; 
he  blew  up  two  and  sank  a  third,  when  the  five  retreated  under  Fort 
Pillow. 

Yours,  most  truly, 


S.  F.  D.  P. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  temporary  withdrawal  from  his  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  of  the  following  dates  have  been  received: 
April  27,  concerning  the  withdrawal  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  would  here  state  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Susquehanna  was 
occasioned  by  an  extraordinary  emergency  at  Hampton  Hoads,  and  as 
soon  as  that  ceases  she  will  be  returned  to  you. 

*  *  *  #  #  #  # 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut ,  regarding  the  duties  of  that  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  May  10, 1862. 
Sir:  Hereafter  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut  will  not  supply  the  vessels 
of  the  Atlantic  Squadrons  and  will  touch  at  Port  Royai  only  on  the 
way  to  the  Gulf.  The  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron  commences  at  Gape 
Canaveral.  On  your  return  trip  you  will  touch  both  at  Port  Royal 
and  Hampton  Hoads,  forwarding  your  mails,  as  usual,  from  the  latter 
point  to  tlie  Department.  You  will  continue  to  bring  home  the  sick 
and  wounded  from  Port  Hoyal  and  Hampton  Hoads  and  from  any  of 
the  vessels  ot  the  Atlantic  Squadrons  that  you  may  communicate  with. 
Proceed  on  this  service  as  soon  as  the  Connecticut  is  ready  for  sea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Warn- 
sutta,  regarding  an  expedition  to  Darien ,  (la. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 

St.  Simon's,  Georgia,  May  10, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough 
dated  the  6th  instant,  received  the  8th,  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
the  Potomska  and  this  vessel  to  Darien,  Ga.,  to  look  for  the  light  house 
apparatus  of  Doboy  (which  a  contraband  reported  as  being  stored  there) 

I  started  yesterday  morning  at  4  o’clock.  At  6,  having  anchored  off  the 
town,  a  suitable  force,  consisting  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  Florida 
and  a  detachment  of  sailors  from  the  Potomska,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Scott,  ot  the  Florida ,  was  landed,  and  sentries  were  posted 
to  command  the  streets  leading  to  the  house  to  be  searched. 

With  some  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel  the  house  was  thoroughly 
searched  by  Lieutenant  Scott  and  myself,  but  without  success. 

Die  search  was  coniined  to  one  house,  as  it  was  quite  evident  from 
the  appearance  of  things  that  all  valuables  had  been  removed  to  some 
other  point. 

Ho  whites  were  seen  while  our  force  was  on  shore;  two  showed  them¬ 
selves  alter  the  vessels  dropped  below  the  town;  they  watched  our 
movements  very  closely. 
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An  old  steamer,  which  was  perfectly  useless  without  extensive  repairs 
to  her  hull,  1  directed  to  be  set  ou  Are.  While  she  was  burning  we  put 
a  shell  from  this  vessel  through  her  boiler.  She  had  been  sunk  in  the 
river,  but  had  drifted  to  where  we  found  her,  about  half  a  mile  below 
the  town. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Mohican ,  Present. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa  off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  10, 1862. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  this  day,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m., 
seized  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa ,  J.  A.  Silliman,  master,  under  English 
colors,  for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  this  place. 

She  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and 
assorted  merchandise,  bound  to  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia]. 

She  was  formerly  the  pilot  boat  No.  10,  of  Charleston,  and  was  built 
in  1851!  at  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

In  her  certificate  of  British  registry  she  is  described  as  having  one 
deck,  two  masts,  schooner-rigged,  square  stern,  carvel-built,  no  gal¬ 
leries,  billet  head,  framework  wood,  55  feet  long,  17  f0  feet  wide,  6$, 
feet  deep;  total  tonnage,  27-$,%-. 

On  the  29th  day  of  April,  instant,  at  Nassau,  a  certificate  of  British 
registry  was  issued  to  her,  wherein  J.  A.  Silliman  was  master  and 
Edmund  Gardner  as  sole  owner,  which  certificate,  with  an  imperfect 
manifest,  and  her  crew  list  were  the  only  papers  found  on  board. 

An  American  ensign  was  found  in  her  cabin.  A  copy  of  the  applica¬ 
tions  of  her  two  passengers,  bound  to  Charleston,  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F. 
Ou  Pont  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  send  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  W.  H.  Brice. 

Enclosed  is  a  descriptive  list  of  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Teresa. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  77.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  May  10,  1862. 

Honorable  Sir:  The  Mary  Teresa  having  been  taken  a  prize  by 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Unadilla  on  going  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  we,  the  under¬ 
signed  passengers,  are  now  on  board  awaiting  your  pleasure,  and  pray 
that  we  may  be  sent,  as  you  may  deem  best,  to  Charleston. 

Mowbray  Heslof. 

Thomas  Heffron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash,  Sort  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  May  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  tlie  Alabama  to  Port  Royal,  as  site  is  nearly  out  of  coal 
and  a  fresli-water  condenser  awaits  her  there. 

I  send  by  her  the  master  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Flash,  of  Nassau, 
who  were  captured  by  the  Onward.  As  they  ran  on  shore  and  deserted 
their  vessel  in  an  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  J  suppose  they  have 
no  claims  to  be  sent  north,  but  some  of  them  might  be  useful  as  witnesses 
for  her  condemnation.  Some  of  them  wish  to  ship  for  the  Onward. 

I  also  send  by  the  Alabama  that  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel 
schooner  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  which  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Creighton,  of  the  Ottawa,  retained  on  board  on  sending  her  to  New 
York.  I  have  not  landed  them,  as  I  believe  they  would  reengage  in 
efforts  to  run  the  blockade  or  be  obliged  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
Charleston. 

After  capturing  her  the  Ottawa  chased  a  brig,  which  is  believed  to 
have  gotten  out  of  Oharlestomat  the  same  time,  but  was  outsailed  by 
her.  The  previous  night  had  been  dark,  with  rain  squalls,  and  too 
rough  for  the  inshore  vessel  on  the  north  end  of  the  line  (the  Pocahon¬ 
tas) i,  to  send  a  boat  inshore,  as  is  her  custom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  10th  instant,  by  the 
Unadilla,  of  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa ,  of  and  from  Nassau,  and  pi  e¬ 
tending  to  be  bound  for  Halifax.  She  was  formerly  pilot  boat  No.  10, 
of  Charleston.  She  carried  an  assorted  cargo,  and  has  been  sent  to 
New  York. 

Occasionally,  when  the  state  of  the  tide  and  weather  has  made  it 
prudent,  a  vessel  has  been  allowed  to  leave,  for  the  moment,  the  inner 
blockade  and  cruise  seaward,  just  out  of  sight  of  the  blockading  fleet. 
This  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  General  C.  C.  Pinckney  and  the 
Alary  Teresa ,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  keep  a  vessel  permanently 
in  that  position. 

With  the  James  Adger ,  Huron,  and  Alabama  back  here,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  then  present  kept  up,  I  think  this  could  be  done, 
and  a  gunboat  which  could  go  in  and  out  over  the  bar,  also  spared  for 
Bull’s  Bay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

T7i  a  T1  Tk  ~  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

E-  8. — Two  passengers  captured  on  board  the 
Unadilla  are  also  sent  to  the  Alabama. 


Mary  Teresa  by  the 


Very  respectfully, 


E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  13,  1862. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  10th  instant,  off 
Charleston,  ot  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Unadilla, 
She  was  formerly  pilot  boat  No.  10,  of  Charleston.  Lieutenant  Com 
maud  mg  Collins  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

I  send  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
schooner  Flash,  which  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Restless  and  sent  to 
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NewLork  for  adjudication.  The  crew  had  abandoned  the  schooner 
and  were  escaping  with  her  papers  to  the  mainland  when  taken  by  the 
boats  of  the  Onward.  I  forward  by  the  Massachusetts  the  papers,  direct¬ 
ing  them  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners,  New  York. 

I  also  send  by  the  same  steamer  live  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner 
General  G.  C.  Pinckney,  captured  by  the  Ottawa  on  the  6tli  instant. 

Also  five  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Albert,  captured  by  the  Huron , 
together  with  two  passengers  who  were  on  board  at  the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  capture  of  boat’s 

creio  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter ,  near  Fori  Jackson,  Ga.,  May  11,1862. 

Flagship  Vermont, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  July  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  omitted  liertofore  to  inform  the  Department  of  an 
important  occurrence  that  took  place  about  the  middle  of  May  last. 

The  Sumpter  was  stationed  at  Wassaw,  on  the  inner  blockade.  Her 
commander,  Lieutenant  Pattison,  sent  one  of  his  boats  by  the  inner 
passage  to  Fort  Pulaski  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  and  placed  her  in  charge  of  Acting- 
Master  Levi  Crowell.  Several  other  officers  were  permitted  to  go  at  the 
same  time. 

By  some  unaccountable  mistake  the  boat,  instead  of  continuing  on 
the  route  to  Pulaski,  wandered  up  Wilmington  Narrows  and  got  into  St. 
Augustine  Creek,  near  Fort  Jackson,  and  was  taken  by  the  pickets  of 
the  rebels.  This  information  was  subsequently  obtained  under  a  flag  of 
truce. 

I  have  endeavored,  through  General  Hunter,  to  effect  an  exchange, 
but  my  efforts  have  not  been  successful.  The  officers  and  men,  by  tlie 
last  information,  were  at  Augusta,  Ga. 

Their  names  and  rates  are  as  follows: 

Officers. — Levi  Crowell,  acting  master;  Cliaides  G.  Stevens,  acting 
second  assistant  engineer;  Warren  Ewen,  acting  third  assistant  engi¬ 
neer;  Frank  W.  Turner,  acting  master’s  mate;  Robert  F.  Russ,  acting 
master’s  mate. 

Crete. — William  F.  Sprague,  coxswain ;  Henry  Stotler,  quartermaster; 
John  Ward,  seaman ;  James  Durham,  seaman;  O.  F.  Stone,  ordinary 
seaman;  John  Miller,  ordinary  seaman;  W.  J.  C.  Mclntire,  ordinary 
seaman;  David  Wooster,  landsman;  Thomas  Fay,  landsman;  Alfred 
W.  Minor,  surgeon’s  steward. 

I  have  forwarded  the  list  in  case  there  is  a  general  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  learn  that  the  above-named  persons  are  very  comfortably  oft 
at  Augusta. 

S.  F.  D.  P., 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Crowell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  his 
capture  while  on  boat  expedition  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Sumpter,  in  Savannah 
River ,  May  If  1862. 


West  Dennis,  [Mass.],  October  24, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter ,  Thomas  Pattisou, 
lieutenant,  commanding,  in  the  capacity  of  acting  master  while  on  the 
blockade  ott  Charleston  and  at  Wassaw  Sound  from  January  to  May 
last.  Was  taken  prisoner  on  the  11th  of  May  last  (see  report  enclosed) 
and  remained  in  rebel  prisons  until  the  11th  instant,  on  which  1  signed 
my  parole  at  Bichmond,  Va.  Arrived  home  yesterday.  Hope  soon  to 
be-  exchanged,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  remain  inactive  during  this  war  for 
the  preservation  of  our  glorious  Union.  My  address  is  West  Dennis, 
Mass.  Below  1  have  written  a  copy  of  the  parole. 

Most  respectfully,  I  remain  your  most  humble  servant, 

Levi  Crowell, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Parole.— We,  the  undersigned,  do  most  solemnly  swear  and  pledge 
our  most  sacred  word  of  honor  that  we  will  not  aid,  assist,  or  abet  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  or  Confederate  States  of  Ameiica  in 
the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and  Confederate 
States  of  America  until  released  or  exchanged. 


[Enclosure.] 

West  Dennis,  Mass.,  October  24,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  Thomas  Pattison, 
lieutenant,  commanding.  On  the  lltli  of  May  last,  our  ship  lying  at 
Wassaw  Sound,  blockading  that  place,  I  received  permission  from 
Captain  Pattison  to  visit  Fort  Pulaski.  I  left  the  ship  at  8  a.  m.  with 
the  second  cutter  and  a  crew  of  9  men,  and  5  officers  accompanied 
me,  whose  (officers’)  names  are  signed  to  this  report.  We  started  for 
the  inland  passage  inside  ot  Tybee  Island,  which  is  narrow  and  circuit¬ 
ous,  and  the  entrance  not  easy  to  be  observed.  The  correct  passage 
was  inside  our  lines,  and  we  were  unarmed.  One  of  the  sailors  in  the 
boat,  named  James  Durham  (who  did  not  belong  to  this  boat),  professed 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  way  to  the  fort,  and  said  he  had  been  up  those 
rivers  and  creeks  a  few  years  before  when  in  the  revenue  cutter  Dobbin 
and  volunteering  his  services  as  pilot.  1  not  being  acquainted  in  those 
waters,  followed  his  directions.  This  man  Durham,  as  we  proceeded 
kept  assuring  me  we  were  going  all  right  and  would  soon  come  to  the 
creek  which  led  to  the  fort.  We  must  have  passed  the  creek  without 
noticing  it,  and  continued  on  up  the  river  until  we  were  taken  prisoners 
all  the  while  under  the  directions  of  Durham.  We  were  surprised  bv  a 
rebel  picket  force  of  8  men  off  Whitemarsh  Island,  about  1  p.  m.  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  shore.  The  pickets  were  concealed  in  the  lono-  grass 
and  rising  suddenly  up  and  leveling  their  rifles,  called  on  us  to  surren- 
dci .  As  a\  6  were  unarmed,  resistance  was  useless.  We  were  taken  to 
bavannah,  a  distance  of  about  8  miles,  and  sent  off  to  Macon  that  night 
Our  sailors  were  imprisoned  at  Macon  and  the  officers  were  sent  to 
Atlanta,  where  we  remained  about  live  weeks;  were  then  taken  to  Mad¬ 
ison,  [Ga.],  together  with  General  [B.  M.]  Prentiss  and  his  officers  where 
we  remained  until  the  7th  instant:  we  then  started  for  Bichmond  ’  This 
Durham  deceived  me.  Either  lie  did  not  know  the  way  or  purposely 
misled  us  into  the  hands  ol  the  enemy  to  revenge  himself  on  me,  as  he 
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had  been  put  in  irons  only  about  two  weeks  before  by  nay  orders  for 
drunkenness  and  insulting  language  to  his  superior  officers,  and  had 
only  been  out  of  irons  a  few  days  previous  to  starting  for  the  fort.  He 
told  officers  who  were  in  the  same  prison  with  him  that  we  were  all 
armed  and  threw  our  arms  overboard,  and  other  base  falsehoods.  I  am 
confident  we  should  not  have  been  prisoners  but  for  this  man. 

Levi  Crowell, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.Navy. 

Chas.  G.  Stevens, 

Second  [Assistant]  Engineer. 

Warren  Ewen, 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

R.  F.  Russ, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Master’s  Mate. 
Frank  W.  Turner, 
Acting  Master’s  Mate. 
Alfred  W.  Minor, 

Surgeon’s  Steward. 


1J-  S- — Cue  of  the  boat’s  crew,  Oliver  F.  Stone,  died  in  prison  at  Macon, 
Ga.,  August  29. 


Letter  from  Naval  Constructor  Lenthall,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer 
T)u  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  and  stores  for  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron;  also  expressing  his  opinion  that  war 
ships  should  he  built  of  iron. 

Washington,  May  11, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letters  of  the  28th  March  and  21st  April, 
but  you  mention  another  one  from  St.  Augustine  that  has  never  come 
to  hand.  Any  of  your  vessels  that  can  come  to  Baltimore  will  be  fitted 
with  very  little  delay  and  the  Flag  will  now  be  ready  in  a  week  or  ten 
days;  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  done  to  her.  Commodore  Paulding 
was  urgently  requested  to  send  the  stores  you  asked  for,  and  if  there 
was  no  steamer  to  take  up,  a  fast  schooner  as  you  recommended.  I 
told  him  to  send  yellow  metal  and  nails  and  also  a  quantity  of  the  paint 
they  use  in  New  York  for  the  bottoms  of  the  vessels  that  are  not  cop¬ 
pered,  and  by  beaching  the  small  vessels,  no  doubt  you  can  do  much 
to  save  them. 

***#### 

I  have  written  to  Commodore  Paulding  to  say  that  you  would  like  a 
good  gang  of  carpenter’s  mates  to  be  shipped  and  live  on  board  the  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  if  such  a  gang  can  be  raised  to  confer  with  you  at  once;  that 
what  you  wanted  might  be  done  at  once;  if  you  have  not  heard,  write 
again.  I  also  told  him  it  was  thought  a  set  of  ways  for  hauling  up  your 
light  vessels  might  be  useful  and  to  consult  with  Mr.  Delano,  wlio'was 
familiar  with  the  size  of  your  vessels,  and  if  it  could  be  done  to  make 
and  send  them  out  with  suitable  crabs  or  capstans.  They  have  been 
directed  in  Boston  to  make  a  new  rudder  and  send  it  out  ready  to  hang 
and  to  hurry  it  off  to  you.  The  mainmast  of  the  Wabash  was  ordered 
to  be  made  in  New  York,  but  another  can  be  made,  but  as  I  did  not 
get  the  letter  you  refer  to,  do  not  know  if  any  order  has  been  given  as 
to  whqn  or  where  the  ship  will  come  in.  My  idea  about  the  Vermont 
was  that  she  would  only  mount  four  or  six  guns,  but-Mr.  Fox  and  the 
ordnance  officer  thought  differently,  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel 
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wanted  long  topgallant  masts  and  man-of-war  looks,  all  of  which  it 
seems  to  me  takes  from  the  real  usefulness  of  the  vessel. 

A  large  quantity  of  oil  has  been  ordered  out,  and  if  it  has  not  come 
write  to  the  New  York  yard  at  once,  for  every  requisition  has  been 
promptly  forwarded  there.  When  Captain  Steedman  arrived  there 
were  one  or  two  vessels  loading  with  coal  in  Philadelphia,  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  great  difficulty  in  getting  vessels  to  go  to  Port 
Royal,  but  I  immediately  directed  the  navy  agent  in  New  lrork  to  pur¬ 
chase  about  5,000  tons  of  coal  and  dispatch  the  vessels  one  after  the 
other  as  fast  as  possible  and  have  them  towed  to  sea.  This  was  being 
done  when  your  letter  came  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  Mr.  Fox 
ordered  that  10,000  tons  must  be  sent  and  all  the  steamers  taken  up  in 
New  York  if  necessary  to  do  it.  In  that  way  the  steamers  came  to  be 
taken.  No  statement  I  could  make  was  considered  satisfactory,  and  he 
sent  the  Bienville  besides.  The  navy  agent  of  New  York  was  told  to 
send  you  future  supplies,  and  it  appears  he  has  since  sent  a  cargo,  but 
that  has  been  stopped.  I  was  very  sorry  when  your  letter  came,  and 
was  much  distressed  about  it  then  and  since,  but  the  reason  it  may  be 
better  to  tell  on  some  other  occasion  than  to  write  now.  Your  case  was 
a  trying  and  peculiar  one,  and  I  can  not  find  fault  with  it.  You  must 
try  and  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  coal,  and  if  you  choose  can  send 
some  of  the  vessels  on  to  Key  West,  and  the  additional  freight  will  be 
paid  there.  If  there  is  anything  for  which  you  are  in  a  particular  hurry, 
just  name  it,  so  that  it  may  be  expedited. 

I  see  that  Captain  Davis  was  on  a  board  to  report  on  the  ‘‘Stevens 
vessel,”  and  the  report  was  not  conclusive.  They  have  asked  him  for 
some  explanations.  Professor  Baclie  was  to  have  been  on  the  board, 
but  he  prudently  has  so  much  to  do  that  he  could  not  go. 

Commodore  Smith,  Isherwood,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Hartt,  and  myself  are 
on  a  board  examining  all  the  models  offered  for  ironclad  vessels,  rams, 
and  all  such  matters.  My  opinion  is  men  of- war  for  war  times  must  now 
be  of  iron;  this  may  be  against  my  personal  interests,  but  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  my  employers.  Wooden  vessels  covered  with  iron,  when 
wanted,  will  be  found  to  be  rotten,  and  unless  for  temporary  immediate 
use  ought  not  to  be.  Congress  has  appropriated  twenty-three  millions 
for  ironclad  vessels,  and  the  impression  seems  to  be  it  must  be  spent  at 
once,  but  surely  so  great  a  thing  as  reconstructing  the  Navy  at  such  an 
immense  expense  is  not  to  be  hurried  quite  so  fast.  Well,  I  suppose  I 
am  slow,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fast  ones  ready  to  jump  in  the  boat. 
The  commodore  will  not  agree  to  the  report  I  proposed,  so  he  makes  his 
own.  1  will  send  you  a  copy  of  mine. 

Yours,  truly, 


Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


J.  Lenthall. 


Report  oj  1  lag-  Officer  Du  Pont ,  77.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports  and 
chart  of  the  position  of  the  blockading  vessels  of  Charleston ,  8  C  Man 
11,  1862.  '  J 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C\,  May  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  chart  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Boutelle  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent  ot  the  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  position  of  the 
blockading  vessels  oft  Charleston,  with  a  communication  from  Com¬ 
mander  E.  G.  Parrott  explanatory  of  it,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Department. 
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Off  Georgetown  at  present  is  the  Albatross ,  Norwich ,  and  Gem  of  the 
Sea. 

In  North  Edisto,  the  Crusader  and  Hale. 

At  St.  Helena,  the  Dale. 

In  Savannah  Kiver,  the  Western  World. 

At  Wassaw,  the  Florida.  Vandalia ,  and  Sumpter. 

From  St.  Catherine’s  to  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  inside,  are  the  Mohican , 
Wamsutta,  Potomska,  and  Uncas. 

At  Fernandina,  the  Pawnee  and  the  Darlington  and  Hope. 

In  c't,  John’s  Kiver,  the  Seneca ,  Isaac  Smith ,  and  Pairoon. 

Off  Mosquito,  Henry  Andrew ,  and  Penguin. 

The  Janies  Adger  left  this  morning  for  Charleston;  the  Alabama  and 
Pembina ,  now  here  for  coal  and  supplies,  follow  in  a  few  days.  The 
Wyandotte  left  this  morning  for  Mosquito,  to  relieve  the  Penguin , 
ordered  to  this  port.  The  FJllen  is  still  undergoing  repairs.  The  Huron 
will  be  ready  for  service  this  week. 

I  have  read  in  the  last  papers  the  account  of  the  recapture  of  the 
ship  Emily  St.  Pierre ,  taken  off  Charleston,  effected  by  clever  artifice 
and  enforced  by  gagging  and  putting  in  irons  the  prize  officers  and 
crew. 

Under  the  stringent  orders  of  the  Department  I  am  required  to  treat 
the  officers  and  crew  of  vessels  captured  for  violation  of  the  laws  of 
blockade  as  passengers,  whose  personal  comfort  must  not  be  interfered 
with,  irons  not  to  be  thought  of  except  for  our  own  people,  and  further, 
that  the  master  and  principal  officers  and  most  of  the  crew  must  be 
sent  in  the  prize  itself.  Of  course,  under  these  orders,  recaptures  mav 
be  looked  for. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Government  pur¬ 
poses  to  insist  upon  the  return  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  to  the  United 
States  courts  for  adjudication,  inasmuch  as  the  recapture  by  the  crew 
of  a  neutral  vessel  is,  as  I  believe,  contrary  to  the  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  6’.,  May  1%,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  executed  your  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  !>th  instant,  and  have  placed  two  buoys  upon  the  Kattle- 
snake  Shoal,  off  Charleston. 

The  position  and  character  of  the  buoys  are  described  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  senior  officer  on  the  blockade  off  Charleston. 

I  have  also  determined,  approximately,  the  position  occupied  by  the 
different  blockading  vessels  off  Charleston  yesterday  morning  and  sub¬ 
mit  herewith  a  sketch  showing  the  positions  of  the  vessels  named 
upon  it  on  the  morning  of  May  11.  I  also  enclose  a  memorandum 
drawn  up  by  Captain  Parrott,  to  accompany  the  sketch,  and  which  he 
has  requested  me  to  transmit  to  you. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant ,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  Commanding  Surveying  Steamer  Bibb. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Subenclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  11 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  placed  two  buoys  near  the  Kattlesnake  Shoal. 
The  outermost  buoy  is  in  fathoms  at  mean  low  water.  It  is  a  first- 
class  nun  buoy,  painted  in  black  and  red  horizontal  stripes,  and  carries 
a  white  staff,  with  white  and  black  crossbars  at  the  top.  From  it 
N.  E.  point  of  Long  Island  bears  north,  Breach  Inlet  bears  N.  74°  w. 
and  Fort  Sumter  S.  88°  W. 

The  inner  buoy  is  a  second-class  nun  buoy,  painted  like  the  outer 
one,  and  carrying  a  red  staff,  with  red  and  black  crosspieces.  It  is 
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moored  in  3  fathoms  at  mean  low  water,  and  is  in  range  from  the  outer 
buoy  to  Fort  Sumter  (north  wall),  with  the  south  side  of  the  clump  of 
lees  on  Jones  Island,  known  as  Styles  Point  wood,  just  open  to  the 
north  ot  F  ort  Sumter. 

From  it  Breach  Inlet  bears  N.  61°  W.,  Port  Sumter  S.  88°  W  and 

your  present  anchorage  bears  S.  The  distance  between  the  buoys 
is  2k  miles.  J 


Twenty  one  feet,  at  low  water  may  be  carried  from  the  inner  to  the 
outer  buoy,  passing  north  of  the  shoal  and  south  of  the  southernmost 
wreck,  which  shows  only  the  end  of  a  yard  out  of  water.  I  think  that 
a  good  channel  will  also  be  found  north  of  the  wrecks,  but  have  not 
tested  the  fact  to  day. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant,  U.  A.  Coast  Survey ,  Comdg.  Surveying  Steamer  Bibb. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  on  Blockade  off  Charleston. 


Positions  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockading  feet  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  11,  1862. 

The  Keystone  State  and  Unadilla  are  off  and  near  Dewees  Inlet. 
This  inlet  is  the  be.A  night  landmark  on  the  coast,  and  vessels  making 
the  land  to  the  eastward,  and  keeping  close  in,  recognize  their  position 
when  off  it  and  attempt  to  run  into  Charleston  by  the  northern  channel, 
still  keeping  close  in  with  the  breakers,  and  at  high  tide  passiuginside 
of  the  wrecks  of  the  second  stone  tieet.  Vessels  going  out  of  Charles¬ 
ton  endeavor  to  keep  near  the  shore  in  the  same  manner,  and  when  off' 
Dewees  Inlet  are  in  a  good  position  for  running  seaward.  The  Unadilla, 
with  her  light  draft,  can  take  a  position  close  in,  and  the  speed  of  the 
Keystone  State  would  enable  her  to  chase  successfully.  They  purposely 
vary  their  positions  somewhat,  and  take  distances  from  each  other 
along  the  laud  according  to  the  clearness  of  the  weather,  endeavor  also 
to  intercept  vessels  passing  outside  of  them,  and  receive  signals  from 
the  G.  IF.  Blunt,  stationed  farther  to  the  eastward. 

The  Pocahontas  is  as  near  in  toward  Breach  Inlet  as  the  shoalness  of 
the  water  and  the  battery  there  will  allow.  At  night  she  keeps  a  boat 
inshore  when  the  weather  will  permit. 

She  would  hear  the  guns  of  the  vessels  off  Dewees  Inlet  attempting 
to  prevent  any  endeavor  to  run  in,  and  consequently  be  on  the  lookout, 
and  they  would  hear  hers,  attempting  to  stop  vessels  from  running  out. 

The  Flambeau  is  about  S.  S.  E.  from  the  Pocahontas ,  ready  to  assist 
her  or  to  stop  vessels  which  have  doubled  round  her  and  attempt  to  run 
seaward,  or  to  chase  them,  as  she  is  fast. 

The  Roebuck  is  the  next  vessel  to  the  southward.  She  makes  night 
signals  of  vessels  attempting  to  run  in  or  out,  and  on  a  signal  from  this 
ship,  or  at  her  own  discretion,  on  an  alarm,  hoists  her  lights,  that  ves¬ 
sels  underway  may  have  a  point  for  bearings. 

The  next  vessel  to  the  southward  and  westward  is  the  Augusta;  then 
comes  the  Bienville ,  and  then  the  Alabama.  These  vessels  cover’tlie 
distance  from  the  Roebuck  to  the  Onward,  which  is  placed  off'  the  main 
ship  channel,  near  the  position  marked  “bell  buoy”  on  the  chart.  She 
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makes  signals  ot'  what  she  sees,  and  is  a  point  for  bearings  at  her  end 
of  the  line. 

The  Madgie  is  off  the  Lawford  Channel  and  close  in. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  ends  of  the  line  are  as  near  the  shore  as 
is  practicable,  the  center  is  thrown  well  out.  This  partly  arises  from 
the  trend  of  the  bar,  but  also  it  has  been  considered  the  best  formation, 
as  giving  more  room  for  pursuit  in  the  direction  of  the  bar. 

The  Ottawa  is  off  Stono,  and  the  Restless  at  Bull’s  Bay.  Particular 
care  is  taken  to  have  the  fires  of  the  steamers  in  condition  for  going 
ahead  fast  at  daylight  and  at  high  ride  at  night. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston  is  that  high  water 
there  occurs  about  the  time  the  moon  goes  down. 

The  distance  necessary  to  cover  with  vessels  for  making  a  complete 
blockade  of  Charleston  is  very  great,  and  counting  from  off  Dewees 
Inlet  to  the  east  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  and  from  Breach  Inlet 
round  to  shoal  water  near  Lawford  Channel,  is  not  less  than  17  nautical 
miles,  or  20  statute  miles. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  by  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and.  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Marchand , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  enjoin  ing  vigilance  in  the  suppression  of  blockade  running. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  acquainted,  through  our  several  interviews  and  from 
letters  from  the  Department,  how  systematic  and  determined  the  efforts 
are  to  run  the  blockade  of  Charleston. 

I  rely  upon  the  vigilance  and  determination  you  have  already  shown, 
upon  your  resuming  the  command  off  that  post  as  senior  officer,  that 
everything  will  be  clone  to  make  the  blockade  more  and  more  stringent. 
I  will  keep  increasing  your  force  by  every  available  vessel  which 
reaches  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Whiting,  U.  8 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  o  ff 
Mosquito  Inlet.  ' 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  May  12,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  under 
your  command,  off  the  bar  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  east  coast  of  Florida 
and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson,  of  the  Penguin 
in  charge  of  the  blockade.  ’ 

You  will  receive  such  information  from  Lieutenant  Commandino- 
Williamson  which  his  experience  off  Mosquito  may  suggest  as  desir¬ 
able  you  should  know. 
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On  your  way  down  please  call  off  the  bar  of  St.  John’s  Biver,  and  if 
any  ot  the  gunboats  are  inside  let  them  send  off'  for  their  mails. 

In  case  none  are  there,  you  will  proceed  on  to  your  station,  placing 
them  on  board  the  Penguin ,  with  my  directions  to  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  \\  llliamson  to  call  on  his  way  up  and  deliver  them,  if  any 
vessel  should  be  there.  I  would  tire  a  couple  or  so  of  guns,  as  the  gun- 
boats  might  be  at  Yellow  Bluff',  in  which  case  I  would  wait  three  or 
tour  hours. 

Keep  a  lookout  along  the  coast  for  sails  and  steamers.  The  large 
force  oft  Charleston  is  directing  them  elsewhere  to  run  the  blockade. 

Please  consult  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Williamson  as  to  the 
necessity  ot  retaining  the  Henry  Andrew  any  longer  inside  the  bar. 

If  she  can  be  dispensed  with  send  her  to  Port  Royal  to  report  to  me. 

Bespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  D.  Whiting, 

U.  8.  8.  Wyandotte,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson 
l  .  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Penguin,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal, 

8.  G. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal' Harbor,  8.  G.,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Whiting,  proceeds  to 
relieve  you.  After  transferring  the  blockade  to  him  and  giving  him 
such  information  as  your  recent  experience  will  suggest  in  reference  to 
it,  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

I  wish  particularly  to  know  if  you  deem  the  presence  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  any  longer  necessary  inside  the  bar.  The  live  oak  being 
burned,  and  no  attempts  made  to  run  the  blockade,  I  should  think  the 
Wyandotte  would  cover  the  inlet  sufficiently. 

If  this  should  be  your  opinion,  direct  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Whiting  to  send  her  up  as  soon  as  she  can  cross  outside  the  bar. 

Bespectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer , 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson, 

U .  8.  8.  Penguin ,  Mosquito  Inlet. 


P.  S.— You  will  please  see  that  all  the  effects  of  the  late  Acting 
Master  Mather  are  transferred  to  your  ship. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gillespie , 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Braziliera,  to  proceed  to  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  12,  1862. 
Sir:  As  I  can  not  supply  you  with  the  men,  officers,  and  stores  asked 
for  in  your  requisitions  of  to-day,  you  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  and  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  to 


820 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

whom  you  will  make  known  your  wants.  1  will  inform  the  Department 
by  the  mail,  which  leaves  here  on  Wednesday,  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie, 

JJ.  8.  Bark  Braziliera,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  the  master  of  the  U.  8.  Army  transport  Delaware ,  regarding 
relief  extended  to  the  U.  8.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 

Stkamer  Delaware,  May  13, 1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday,  on  my  passage  from  Edisto  to  Port  Royal,  I 
saw  a  United  States  ship  making  signals  of  distress.  I  immediately 
ran  in  for  her  and  found  her  to  be  the  Shepherd  Knapp.  She  was 
ashore  off  St.  Helena  Sound.  I  laid  by  her  until  the  tide  made,  and 
then  pulled  her  off  and  towed  her  in  7  fathoms  water,  where  she 
anchored.  The  ship  is  all  right. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Cannon, 

Master  Steamer  Delaware. 

Captain  Rodgers, 

U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  attack  upon  Charleston,  8.  C. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  May  13, 1862. 

Sir:  This  Department  has  determined  to  capture  Charleston  as  soon 
as  Richmond  falls,  which  will  relieve  the  iron  boats  Galena  and  Moni¬ 
tor.  These  vessels,  and  such  others  as  can  be  spared  from  Hampton 
Roads,  will  be  sent  to  Bull’s  Bay  under  convoy  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  glorious  achievements  of  our  Navy,  inaugurated  by  yourself, 
give  every  reason  to  hope  for  a  successful  issue  at  this  point,  where 
rebellion  first  lighted  the  flames  of  civil  war. 

The  War  Department  sends  instructions  to-day  to  General  Hunter, 
with  whom  you  will  consult,  and  with  whom  you  will  cooperate  fully, 
unless  the  move  should  be  purely  naval,  when  he  will  render  you  every 
assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic 


Gideon  Welles. 
Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Abduction  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Planter  from  Charleston,  S.  G., 

May  13,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  D.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,  May  14,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 
brought  here  last  night  by  the  late  rebel  steam  tug  Planter,  in  charge  of 


Confederate  Steamer  Planter. 
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an  officer  and  crew  from  the  Augusta,  She  was  an  armed  dispatch  and 
rn!IwtSn-St^rmerattaClJe?  t0  t,lie  en§’ilieer  department  at  Charles- 

was  brodnohf  n6rf  }-lpleJ’  whose  bar8e>  a  sLol  t  time  since, 

was  brought  out  to  the  blockading-  fleet  by  several  contrabands. 

i he  bringing  out  ot  this  steamer,  under  all  the  circumstances  would 

canteafn°  who  t0  *7°™'  , 4  iu  the  morning,  in  the  absence  of  the 
captain,  who  was  on  shore,  she  left  her  wharf  close  to  the  Government 

office  and  headquarters,  with  palmetto  and  Confederate  flag  flying 

whTstfe  lfte?CfStue  fnrtS’  as  llsual  by  h]o™g  her  steam’ 

liSii  Af  !  gating  beyond  the  range  of  the  last  gun  she  quickly 
Laaled  down  the  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  a  white  one.  4  y 

Ihe  Omcard  was  the  inside  ship  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  the  main 
white  flag  ^  WaS  preparing  to  fire  when  her  commander  made  out  the 

al'mamen.t  ot  the  steamer  is  a  32*pounder,  on  pivot,  and  a  fine 
24  pounder  howitzer  She  had,  besides,  on  her  deck,  four  other  guns, 
one  7-iuch  rifle,  which  were  to  be  taken  the  morning  of  the  escape  to 
the  new  fort  on  the  middle  ground.  One  of  the  four  belonged  to  Fort 

muzzle’  aUd  ba<l  beeU  Struck’  in  tbe  rebel  at’tack  on  that  fort,  on  the 

Robert,  the  intelligent  slave  and  pilot  of  the  boat,  who  performed 
this  bold  feat  so  skillfully,  informed  me  of  this  fact,  presuming  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  mterest  to  us  to  have  possession  of  this  gun. 

this  man,  Robert  Smalls,  is  superior  to  any  who  has  yet  come  into 
the  lines  intelligent  as  many  of  them  have  been.  His  information  has 
bt-en  most  interesting,  and  portions  of  it  of  the  utmost  importance. 

e  steamer  is  quite  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  squadron,  by  her 
good  machinery  and  very  light  draft.  The  officer  i 1 1  charge  brought  her 
through  St.  Helena  Sound  and  by  the  inland  passage  down  Beaufort 
River,  arriving  here  at  10  last  night. 

On  board  the  steamer  when  she  left  Charleston  were  8  men,  o  women 
and  3  children.  ’ 

1  shall  continue  to  employ  Robert  as  a  pilot  on  board  the  Planter  for 
the  inland  waters,  with  which  he  appears  to  be  very  familiar. 

I  do  not  know  whether,  in  the  views  of  the  Government,  the  vessel 
will  be  considered  a  prize;  but,  if  so,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
department  the  claims  of  this  man  Robert  and  his  associates. 

A  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

1  lag- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston ,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  armed  steamer 
Planter  was  brought  out  to  us  this  morning  from  Charleston  by  eight 
contrabands  and  delivered  up  to  the  squadron.  Five  colored  women 
and  three  children  are  also  on  board.  She  carries  one  32-pounder  and 
one  24-pounder  howitzer  and  has  also  on  board  four  large  guns,  which 
she  was  e  i gaged  in  transporting. 

I  send  her  to  Port  Royal  at  once,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  good  weather.  I  send  Charleston  papers  of  the  12th,  and  the 
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very  intelligent  contraband  who  was  in  charge  will  give  you  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  he  has  brought  off. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  back,  as  soon  as  con¬ 
venient,  the  otlicer  and  prize  crew  sent  on  board. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  IT.  S.  ship 

Onward. 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  sunrise  I  saw  a  steamer 
coming  from  the  direction  of  Fort  Sumter  and  steering  directly  for  this 
ship.  I  immediately  beat  to  quarters  and  sprung  the  ship  around  so  as 
to  enable  me  to  bring  her  broadsides  to  bear,  and  had  so  far  succeeded 
as  to  bring  the  port  guns  to  bear,  when  I  discovered  that  the  steamer, 
now  rapidly  approaching,  had  a  white  iiag  set  at  the  fore. 

The  steamer  ran  alongside  and  I  immediately  boarded  her,  hauled 
down  the  flag  of  truce,  and  hoisted  the  American  ensign,  and  found 
that  it  was  the  steamer  Planter ,  of  Charleston,  and  had  successfully 
run  past  the  forts  and  escaped.  She  was  wholly  manned  by  negroes, 
representing  themselves  to  be  slaves. 

I  herewith  place  the  steamer  in  your  hands  for  disposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  Blockading  Squadron  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Commander  Parrott,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Watson,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  proceed 
with  the  steamer  Planter  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

Off  Charleston,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  prize  steamer  Planter,  proceed  with 
her  to  Port  Royal,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

You  will  make  every  exertion  to  rejoin  this  vessel  with  your  prize 
crew  and  the  arms,  etc.,  intrusted  to  your  care  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am, 


Acting  Master  Watson. 


[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander .] 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

appraisement. 

Navy  Department,  May  18,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  interesting  dispatch  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  rebel  armed  steamer  Planter,  brought  out  from  Charleston 
by  eight  contrabands  and  delivered  to  our  naval  forces  off  that  port. 
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You  will  please  have  the  Planter  appraised  and  the  report  of  appraise¬ 
ment  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  At*" 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port,  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Memorandum. 

The  following  memorandum  was  found  on  board  the  rebel  steamer 
’  brought  out  of  Charleston  by  Robert  Smalls  (contraband),  on 
ldth  May,  1862,  written  in  pencil  without  date  or  signature: 

The  enemy  appeared  to  he  conversant  with  the  locality  of  the  forts. 

The  channel  in  by  Martin’s  Industry  gave  them  some  considerable  trouble  and 
delay. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  enemy  met  with  some  loss.  One  of  the  heavy  shot  from 
Bay!  oint  struck  the  flagship  amidships  and  no  doubt  caused  some  loss  of  life. 

tt  1  ,  ®aemy  kePt  UP  au  animated  fire,  outflanking  with  their  light  gunboats  Hilton 
Head  I  ort  to  the  westward. 

„  The  tx-oGps  iu  the  fort  fought  with  great  courage  and  determination.  At  Bay 
1  oint  the  ordei  to  retreat  was  felt  to  be  judicious,  but  the  soldiers  were  anxious  to 
remain  and  battle  it  out  to  the  last. 

Captain  Llliott  spiked  his  gnus  and  destroyed  most  of  his  ammunition. 

It  is  thought  that  20,000  Northern  troops  have  landed  bn  Hilton  Head.  The  ene¬ 
my  s  facilities  were  complete,  and  from  this  time  Port  Royal  will  be  held  at  will. 

Their  powerful  Navy  possesses  every  advantage,  but  on  the  land  their  troops  are 
bound  to  be  badly  whipped. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy 
of  an  act  of  Congress  in  the  case  of  Robert  Smalls  and  others. 

Navy  Department,  July  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Smalls  and  others;  also  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  iu  reference  to 
the  same,  addressed  to  you  from  this  Department  the  Gth  ultimo. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  9th  ultimo  states  the  appraisal  of  the  vessel, 
exclusive  of  the  loose  guns  sent  to  New  York,  to  be  $9,000. 

The  loose  guns  were  appraised  at  $168,  making  the  total  $9,168, 
one-half  of  which  ($4,584)  is  to  be  divided  between  Robert  Smalls  and 
his  associates. 

lrou  will  inform  the  Department  in  what  proportion  this  amount 
should  be  divided  between  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  T’ont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  June  6,  1862. 

Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Smalls  and  others. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  last  clause  of  the  first  section. 

You  will  have  the  boat  appraised,  as  before  ordered,  and,  with  the 
appraisal,  forward  to  the  Department  the  names  of  the  associates  ot 
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Robert  Smalls,  with  the  amount  which,  in  your  opinion,  should  be 
apportioned  to  each  of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Private  No.  12. — An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Robert  Small [s]  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  steam  transport  boat 
Planter ,  recently  in  the  rebel  service  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
all  of  the  arms,  munitions,  tackle,  and  other  property  on  board  of  her  at 
the  time  other  delivery  to  the  Federal  authorities,  to  be  appraised  by 
a  board  of  competent  officers,  and  when  the  value  thereof  shall  be  thus 
ascertained  to  cause  an  equitable  apportionment  of  one  half  of  such 
value  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid  to  be  made  between  Robert  Small[s| 
and  his  associates  who  assisted  in  rescuing  her  from  the  enemies  of  the 
Government. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
may,  if  he  deems  it  expedient,  cause  the  sum  of  money  allotted  to  each 
individual  under  the  preceding  section  of  this  act  "to  be  invested  in 
United  States  securities  for  the  benefit  of  such  individual,  the  interest 
to  be  paid  to  him  or  to  his  heirs  annually  until  such  time  as  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  may  deem  it  expedient  to  pay  to  him  or  his  heirs  the 
principal  sum  as  aforesaid. 

Approved  May  30,  1862. 


Letter  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  flags  of  the  Planter. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Philadelphia,  July  15,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  to  you,  through  Adams  Express,  the  two  flags  of  the 
steamer  Planter,  brought  out  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  in  May  last 
by  Robert  Smalls  and  his  associates,  and  by  them  delivered  to  the 
blockading  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

,  Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  apportionment  of  prize  money  to 

Robert  Smalls  and  others. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

rort  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  August  19,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  the  following 
apportionment  of  the  one-half  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  steamer 
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Planter ,  with  her  armament  and  loose  guns  found  on  board,  among 
Robert  Smalls  and  bis  associates: 

rhe  appraised  value  of  the  vessel  and  her  armament  was .  $9  ooo 

The  appraised  value  of  loose  guns .  . .  ’  jgg 


Total . . 

Amount  to  he  apportioned  is  one-half,  or . 

To  be  distributed  as  follows : 

Robert  Smalls,  leader  of  the  party 

•  John  Smalls . . .  " 

A.  Gridiron,  old  engineer  of  Planter . 

J.  Chisholm . . 

A.  Alston . 

G.  Turno . 

A. Jackson . 

W.  Morrison,  who  joined  the  Planter  after  she  left  the  wharf 

Lavinia  |  UBProtected  women  of  the  party . . 


9, 168 
4,  584 


$1,  500 
450 
450 
400 
400 
400 
400 
384 

100 


Total . . - .  4,584 

The  other  women  (not  mentioned  above)  derive  benefit  through  their 
various  relationships  to  the  men;  these  two  have  no  such  connection, 
and  are  destitute  and  unprovided  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ravenel,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Military  Dist.  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston ,  S.  C.,  May  13 ,  1862. 

General:  1  have  to  report  that  the  steamer  Planter  was  stolen 
from  Southern  Wharf  at  between  3  and  3.30  o’clock  this  morning  and 
taken  to  the  enemy’s  fleet,  off  the  bar,  where  she  was  visible  till  late  in 
the  forenoon.  By  telegram  from  Stono  this  afternoon  it  is  reported 
that  she  has  gone  south.  The  Planter  is  a  high  pressure,  light-draft 
boat,  drawing  ordinarily  not  more  than  3£  to  4  feet,  and  has  been 
employed  in  the  Confederate  service  in  the  transportation  of  ordnance, 
etc.,  to  and  from  the  various  posts  in  the  harbor  and  other  localities  in 
the  neighborhood.  She  was  under  the  command  of  C.  J.  Belyea  as 
master,  Samuel  H.  Smith,  a  Charleston  pilot,  being  mate,  and  Zerich 
Pitcher,  engineer,  with  a  colored  crew,  eight  in  number,  and  all  slaves. 
Neither  the  captain,  mate,  nor  engineer  were  on  board  at  the  time  of 
her  departure,  notwithstanding  Paragraph  VIII,  in  Orders  No.  5,  viz: 

All  light-draft  steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  will  be  in  readiness  to 
move  at  once,  their  officers  and  crews,  when  at  the  wharf,  remaining  on  board  day 
and  night. 

Four  of  her  colored  crew  and  one  of  the  colored  crew  of  the  steamer 
Etowali  are  missing,  and  are  supposed  to  be  parties  to  the  theft.  The 
Planter  was  to  have  taken  to  the  Middle  Ground  battery  early  this 
morning  a  portion  of  the  armament  for  that  fortification,  which  had 
been  put  on  board  yesterday  afternoon,  viz,  a  banded  rifle  42,  one 
Vlllinch  columbiad,  one  Vlll-inch  seacoast  howitzer,  and  one 
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32-pounder.  She  had  also  mounted  for  her  own  use  one  32-pounder 
and  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  and  for  use  in  Fort  Sumter  a  X-inch  colum- 
biad  carriage,  all  of  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

From  an  examination  of  the  guard  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  wharf 
whence  the  Planter  was  stolen,  it  would  appear  that  about  8  o’clock  last 
night  two  white  men  and  a  white  woman  went  on  board  of  her,  and  as 
they  were  not  seen  to  return  it  is  supposed  that  they  have  also  gone  in 
her.  The  sentinel  on  post  about  50  yards  from  where  the  Planter  was 
moored  noticed  her  movement  from  the  wharf  at  between  3  and  3.30 
o’clock,  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  stop  her,  presuming  that  she 
was  but  pursuing  her  usual  business.  The  Planter ,  after  leaving  the 
wharf,  proceeded  along  the  bay  as  far,  perhaps,  as  the  Atlantic  Wharf, 
where,  after  a  short  stoppage  and  the  blowing  of  her  whistle,  she  was 
turned  and  proceeded  on  her  course  to  sea.  She  passed  Fort  Sumter 
at  4.15  o’clock  and  was  reported  by  the  sentinel  on  duty  to  the  officer 
of  the  day.  She  was  supposed  to  be  the  guard  boat  and  allowed  to  pass 
without  interruption. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

F.  G.  Ravenel, 

Aid de Camp. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley, 

Second  Military  District. 


CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  AXI)  CORRESPONDENCE. 

[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  October  3,  1861. 

Leave  in  possession  of  the  navy  officers  whatever  they  claim  as 
belonging  to  that  Department. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Captain  Childs, 

Savannah ,  6a. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Lieutenant  Dozier , 
G.  S.  Navy ,  declining  to  grant  furlough. 

0.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond,  October  7,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  telegraph  dispatch  has  been  received. 

The  Department  declines  granting  you  a  furlough,  as  your  services 
are  required  at  New  Orleans. 

There  is  no  more  prospect  of  an  immediate  fight  with  the  enemy  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  than  at  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 
Captain,  in  Charge,  etc. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier,  0.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 
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[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  October  29,  1861. 

Colonel  Mercer  was  appointed  brigadier-general  to  day.  Tlie  enemy’s 
fleet  sailed  south  this  morning;  destination  unknown. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

General  [A.  R.]  Lawton, 

Savannah. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  November  1 ,  1861. 

I  have  just  received  information,  which  I  consider  entirely  reliable, 
that  the  enemy’s  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-General  [Thomas  F.j  Drayton, 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  November  1,  1861. 

I  have  just  received  information,  which  1  consider  entirely  reliable, 
that  the  enemy’s  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P."  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-General  [Roswell  S.]  Ripley, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  November  1,  1861. 

I  have  just  received  information,  which  I  consider  entirely  reliable, 
that  the  enemy’s  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Governor  F[rancis]  W.  Pickens, 

Columbia,  S.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  3,  1861. 

Enemy  passing  close  in,  somewhat  scattered.  Two  of  his  steamships 
reported  ashore  near  Georgetown.  Crews  prisoners.  Commodore 
Tattnall  at  Port  Royal.  Am  in  connection  with  General  Lawton  and 
General  Anderson.  Desire  authority  to  retain  services  of  General 
Trapier,  should  the  enemy  land,  for  a  time.  Port  Royal  to  be  reinforced 
and  supplied  to-day  and  to-morrow. 

Ripley, 

General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  November  4,  1861. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  concentrating  between  Savannah  River  and  Port 
Royal.  Point  of  attack  still  doubtful.  More  than  twenty  vessels  in 
sight. 

A.  R.  Lawton, 
Brigadier-  General. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  4,  1861. 

Enemy’s  fleet  concentrating  between  Tybee  and  Port  Royal.  Have 
started  reinforcements  to  General  Drayton.  Am  occupying  the  country 
inland  with  cavalry  and  concentrating  the  force  here  to  reinforce  either 
Drayton  or  Lawton.  Desire  authority  for  General  Anderson  to  reinforce 
me.  Rot  much  fear  of  any  landing  north  of  Edisto. 

R.  S.  Ripley. 

General  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  5,  1861. 

Forty-one  vessels  reported  off  Beaufort.  Attack  imminent.  Have 
requested  General  Lawton  to  reinforce  Hilton  Head  with  from  500  to 
1,000  men,  and  have  requested  General  Anderson  to  send  me  two  regi¬ 
ments  and  a  held  battery.  Will  you  confirm  the  requests'?  Shall  start 
in  person  as  soon  as  reserve  is  organized,  and  attack  as  soon  after  they 
land  as  I  can  reach  them. 

R.  S.  Ripley. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


[Telegram.] 

Goldsborough,  November  6 ,  1861. 
The  following  letter  has  just  reached  me,  having  been  picked  up  near 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Union ,  addressed  by  Louis  II.  Pelouze,  act¬ 
ing  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  the  captain  of  that  steamer: 

In  the  event  of  your  transport  being  separated  from  the  fleet  you  will  proceed  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  quartermaster  of  that  port. 

R.  C.  Gatlin, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbia,  November  13,  1861. 

Steel-clad  steamer  Fingal ,  cargo  arms,  etc.,  just  run  the  blockade  and 
safe  at  Savannah.  Now  please  send  me  an  order  for  arms,  as  it  is  nec¬ 
essary.  I  am  just  off  for  Charleston.  Arm  us  and  we  are  safe 

F.  W.  Pickens. 


President  Davis. 
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Special  orders  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  reyarding  the  superintendence 
of  the  at  moment  of  batteries  in  Charleston  Harbor  and.  the  mustering 
into  service  oj  South  Carolina  troops. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

!•  )  Charleston,  S.  C.,  November  16,  1861. 

1.  Commodore  Ingraham,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  assigned  to  duty  in  Charles¬ 
ton  Harbor.  He  will  superintend  the  preparation  and  armament  of  the 
batteries  for  its  defense;  assign  to  duty  the  naval  officers  at  his  dis¬ 
posal  as  oiduance  officers  at  the  batteries,  and  execute  such  other 
orders  relative  to  the  naval  operations  in  the  harbor  as  he  may  receive 
from  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  Provisional  Navy. 

IF  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  S.  Preston,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
f  .  b.  Army,  is  hereby  ordered  to  inspect  aud  muster  into  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  war  such  troops  of  the  State  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  as  may  be  transferred  by  the  governor  of  the  State. 

By  order  of  General  Lee: 

T.  A.  Washington, 
Captain,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  November  18, 1861. 

We  have  sent  you  every  naval  man  and  artillerist  we  could  lay  our 
hands  on.  In  a  few  days  I  may  possibly  get  hold  of  two  or  three  more. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

General  [James  H.j  Trapier, 

Charleston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant -Colonel  Gill,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  condition 
of  coast  batteries  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  Fernandina ,  Fla. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  directed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  Headquarters,  Coosaw- 
liatchie,  November  17,  1861,  I  proceeded  to  Fernandina  and  to  the 
batteries  along  the  coast  to  examine  the  condition  of  their  armament, 
and  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

1st.  The  batteries  on  Amelia  Island  are  not  completed;  some  of  the 
guns  are  to  be  changed,  and  others  have  yet  to  be  mounted.  These 
are,  one  10-inch  rifle  gun,  one  32-pounder  rifle  gun,  three  VUI-inch 
columbiads,  four  army  and  four  navy  pattern  32- pounder  guns,  two 
24-pounder  guns,  and  one  of  field  guns,  two  3-incli  rifle  guns,  four 
6-pounder  bronze  guns,  one  6- pounder  iron  gun. 

The  guns  in  position  (barbette)  are  well  mounted,  except  an  VUI-inch 
columbiad,  which  has  an  unequal  bearing  on  the  platform.  It  is  being 
remedied  by  letting  the  pintle  bolster  deeper  into  the  pintle  cross.  In 
the  columbiad  carriages  yellow  pine  is  substituted  for  oak,  and  I 
directed  an  additional  iron  strap,  to  secure  the  braces,  to  be  added  to 
each  brace.  I  may  add  that  all  the  columbiad  carriages  on  the  coast 
are  made  of  yellow  pine,  and  are  additionally  strengthened  in  the  same 
way. 
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The  guns  are  all  supplied  with  the  necessary  equipments;  have  all 
the  implements  for  firiug  hot  shot  and  preparing  and  firing  shells,  and 
are  provided  with  shot,  shells,  fuzes,  and  ammunition  for  70  rounds 
each. 

I  have  directed  a  few  articles  to  be  sent  to  Colonel  Dilworth.  He 
asked  for  45  sabers  and  1,000  Enfield  rifles. 

2d.  The  battery  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  has  four  32-pounder 
naval  guns  en  barbette.  The  carriages,  platforms,  and  guns  are  in 
excellent  order,  but  the  battery  is  almost  deficient  in  implements. 
There  are  no  shells;  50  rounds  of  powder  and  shot  for  each  gun. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  its  supply  at  once,  and  until  furnished 
spare  implements  and  shells  have  been  sent  from  Amelia  Island. 

3d.  The  battery  on  Jekyl  Island  has  one  42-pounder  gun  en  barbette; 
four  32-pounder  navy  guns  en  barbette.  They  appear  to  work  well, 
and  have  each  about  60  rounds  shot  and  shell;  not  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  latter.  This  battery  is  scantily  furnished  with  implements. 
I  have  arranged  to  send  them,  through  Lieutenant  Harden,  acting 
ordnance  officer  at  Brunswick,  all  that  will  be  required. 

4th.  St.  Simon’s  batteries  have  one  X-inch  columbiad;  one  VUI-inch 
columbiad  (in  process  of  mounting);  two  42-pounder  guns;  five 
32-pounder  guns.  The  guns  and  carriages  work  well,  except  the 
X-inch  columbiad,  which  bears  too  heavily  on  the  pintle  bolster.  This 
was  directed  to  be  remedied  by  cutting  away  a  small  part  of  the  chassis. 
The  battery  is  supplied  with  implements;  each  gun  has  about  75 
rounds  of  shot  and  shell,  with  the  ammunition.  But  as  the  guns  are 
to  be  distributed  in  several  batteries,  I  conceive  it  proper  to  order 
additional  stores.  (See  requisition  for  depot  at  Brunswick.) 

5tli.  Fort  Pulaski  has  five  X-inch  columbiads  en  barbette,  six  VIII- 
inch  columbiads  en  barbette,  two  X-inch  mortars  en  barbette,  three 
V  Ill-inch  columbiads  in  casement,  two  42-pounder  guns  in  casement, 
twenty  32-pounder  guns  in  casement,  one  24-pounder  gun,  plank  case¬ 
ment.  The  guns  and  carriages  are  all  in  excellent  condition;  have  an 
abundance  of  all  kinds  of  implements,  fuzes,  etc.  Each  gun  has  about 
120  rounds  of  shot  and  shell.  Some  of  the  fuzes  are  imperfect;  these 
I  am  renewing  with  new  ones  from  the  Augusta  arsenal. 

The  fuzes  in  a  number  of  instances  are  imperfect  in  several  batteries; 
as  last  as  they  can  be  made,  others  are  supplied.  The  two  mortars  have 
but  70  shells  between  them.  I  have  ordered  an  additional  supply  to 
the  fort,  and  have  recommended  two  12-pounder  field  howitzers  to  be 
placed  so  as  to  flank  the  ditch. 

0th.  Fort  Jackson  (Ga.)  has  one  32-pounder  navy  gun  (rifled),  five 
32-pounder  navy  guns,  three  18-pounder  guns.  They  are  in  good  order, 
and  are  supplied,  or  being  supplied,  with  the  necessary  implements,  etc. 
Each  gun  has  about  60  rounds. 

7th.  Battery  on  Green  Island  has  one  10-inch  [sic]  rifled  gun  (caliber 
6.4),  one  X-inch  columbiad,  two  VIH-inch  columbiads,  two  42-pounder 
guns,  four  32-pounder  guns.  The  rifle  gun  has  just  been  mounted.  I 
fired  from  it,  and  with  94°  elevation  attained  a  range  of  about  1#  miles. 
The  guns  and  caiiinges  work  extremely  well;  they  have  everything  to 
make  their  fire  effective.  The  battery  is  supplied  with  about  60  rounds 
to  a  gun;  has  a  portable  shot  furnace,  which  I  think  too  small  for  this 
point. 

8th.  Thunderbolt  battery  has  one  VIH-inch  gun  (columbiad),  three 
18-pounder  guns.  The  battery  is  in  good  order,  and  has  about  50  rounds 
to  a  gun. 

The  batteries  in  the  neighborhood  of  Savannah  are  well  served,  and 
with  the  allowance  of  ammunition  will  do  very  effective  service. 
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I  have  advised  in  every  case  the  adoption  of  ricochet  firing.  This, 
it  the  guns  are  not  fired  too  rapidly,  will,  in  my  opinion,  enable  all  the 
batteries  to  make  a  good  defense  against  shipping.  To  make  the  men 
more  deliberate,  particularly  in  the  commencement  of  an  action,  the 
gunners  should  not  be  permitted  to  fire  but  a  certain  number  of  rounds 
in  an  hour,  and  the  loading  be  by  “detail.” 

There  has  been  some  trouble  in  firing  shell  from  several  of  the  bat¬ 
teries;  the  fuzes  in  some  instances  were  imperfect  and  the  fuze  plugs 
improperly  driven  in  others.  I  have  made  arrangements  for  a  new  sup¬ 
ply  of  fuzes  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  supplied  at  the  Augusta  arsenal, 
and  have  given  instructions  so  as  to  insure  the  proper  loading  of  shells, 

Some  of  the  regiments  on  the  coast  are  armed  with  shotguns  and 
sporting  rifles.  They  have  little  or  no  ammunition.  I  propose  to  put 
up  for  the  shotguns  a  blank  cartridge,  to  fire  a  small  linen  bag  contain¬ 
ing  twelve  buckshot.  I  requested  the  State  ordnance  officer  to  give 
me  the  calibers  of  the  ritles,  to  make  fixed  ammunition  for  them.  I  will 
furnish  each  regiment  with  a  caliber  gauge,  and  it  will  enable  them  to 
furnish  me  with  the  kind  and  quantity  of  cartridges  required. 

hire  and  light  balls,  rockets,  fuzes,  port  fires,  fixed  ammunition,  and 
cannon  powder,  implements,  and  gun  carriages  are  required  most  at 
present.  These  I  have  been  engaged  on  at  Augusta  arsenal,  and  I  will 
repair  thither  and  push  the  force  employed  there  as  much  as  possible 
in  supplying  the  above  deficiency.  I  find  it  necessary  to  be  there  to 
superintend  the  works  in  construction,  as  there  is  no  one  there  of  suffi¬ 
cient  experience  in  artillery  or  ordnance  duties  to  direct  matters. 

In  an  order  from  the  ordnance  officer,  received  in  October,  I  was 
directed  to  obtain  reports  from  all  the  batteries  along  the  coast  of 
Greoigia  and  Florida  as  far  as  Apalachicola,  with  the  view  of  furnishing 
those  batteries  with  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Some  of  these 
reports  have  been  received,  and  I  will  prepare  the  arsenal  to  supply 
their  wants. 

In  conclusion  I  will  state  that  the  powder  mills  at  the  arsenal  have 
been  delayed  in  their  work.  On  my  return  there  I  will  work  them  at 
once  night  and  day,  and  expect  to  turn  out  from  300  to  500  pounds  of 
cannon  [powder]  per  day.  If  possible,  this  amount  shall  be  increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Gill, 

Lieutenant- Colonel ,  Ordnance  0 fleer. 

Captain  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Letter  from  Louis  Heyliger  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  blockade 

runners  Theodora  and  Isabel. 

Charleston,  [S.  C.J,  December  4,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  yesterday  and  telegraphed  to  you  that  we  would 
get  oft  to-night.  Such  is  still  the  intention,  the  only  difficulty  being  the 
completion  of  the  crew,  but  that  we  fully  expect  to  get  through  with 
tliis  afternoon. 

The  Theodora  has  75  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  of  which  55  costs  cents, 
quality  middling,  and  20  good  middling,  Si  cents.  Amount  of  invoice, 
$2,037.40. 

The  steamer  Isabel  got  off  last  night  for  ^Nassau,  dispatched  by  John 
Fraser  &  Co.,  with  800  bales  of  cotton. 
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I  got  tlie  bill  for  £3,000  at  25  per  cent  premium.  It  is  drawn  by  the 
State  Bank  on  the  Royal  Bank  of  Liverpool. 

Please  present  my  best  regards  to  my  friend  St.  Martin  and  to  Messrs. 
Kennea  &  Declouet,  and  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

/Secretary  of  H  V/r,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  E.  J.  Arthur  to  Hon.  IP.  IP.  Boyce  urging  attention  to  the 
serious  condition  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina. 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  December  7 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  2d  instant  did  not  reach  me  until  yesterday. 
I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  petition. 

In  relation  to  Charleston,  1  have  unpleasant  news  to  communicate, 
which  will  probably  have  reached  you  before  this  does.  I  must  believe 
the  General  Government  has  beeu  kept  in  the  dark  iu  relation  to  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina.  Last  night  a  dispatch  was 
received  here  that  an  innumerable  fleet  had  appeared  off  Charleston,  and 
every  man  that  could  be  had  was  called  for.  General  Jones  told  me 
that  our  whole  effective  strength  from  Charleston  to  Savannah  was 
7,000  men,  scattered  along  the  line  of  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
Railroad.  I  learn  this  morning  that  the  slaves  of  the  islands  are  flock¬ 
ing  in  large  numbers  to  the  Yaukees.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  all  the 
information  I  can  get,  that  the  result  of  the  Port  Royal  affair  has  been 
entirely  to  destroy  confidence  in  their  general  officers,  more  particularly 
in  Drayton  and  Ripley.  I  have  heard  that  a  prominent  officer  who  was 
at  Port  Royal  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  again 
to  bring  the  men  who  were  in  that  engagement  up  to  the  fighting  point 
under  the  lead  of  their  present  generals.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
the  troops  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  skill  or  ability  of  their 
general  officers. 

It  seems  to  be  pretty  generally  conceded  that  if  the  Yankee  fleet  of 
gunboats  choose  to  do  so  they  can  easily  run  the  gantlet  of  Forts 
Sumter  and  Moultrie.  Charleston  is  in  a  perfect  panic. 

Do  you  not  think  our  President  and  his  advisers  have  been  outgener¬ 
aled  by  the  Yankees  keeping  up  the  appearance  of  an  advance  upon 
Manassas  and  drawing  all  the  effective  men  of  the  South  to  that  point 
whilst  they  have  been  preparing  the  most  enormous  expeditions  for  the 
South  Carolina  coast,  where  we  are  most  vulnerable  and  least  protected, 
and  where  an  effective  blow  struck  would  do  more  to  crush  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  as  they  call  it,  than  anywhere  else.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
Charleston  and  the  whole  lower  country  of  South  Carolina  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  before  the  1st  of  January  unless  President 
Davis  will  send  us  large  reinforcements  or  else  send  us  a  general  like 
Beauregard,  in  whom  the  army  has  confidence.  With  Lee,  Ripley,  and 
Drayton  we  are  gone,  and  the  whole  State  is  liable  to  be  overrun. 

Can  you  not  do  something  for  us?  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  an 
alarmist,  but  I  do  assure  you  the  most  confident  of  our  people  here  are 
evidently  seriously  alarmed  at  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

lor  God’s  sake  send  us  more  troops  or  a  good  general. 

Truly,  your  friend, 


Hon.  W.  W.  Boyce. 


E.  J.  Arthur. 
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LeTmZ^°m,,?e&ieV0  tke  ?eer?arV«f  War  regarding  hie  arrival 
condition!*'  N  P'omience,  m  the  steamer  Theodora,  in  disabled 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  10, 1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  1  have  just  arrived  here  in  distress.  Twenty-four  hours 
aftei  leaving  Charleston  we  encountered  heavy  weather,  which  increased 
to  a  gale,  and  during  forty-eight  hours  we  battled  for  life  inch  by  inch 
expecting  every  moment  to  go  to  the  bottom.  The  water  in  the  hold 
UP  t0  our  as_h  l)ai‘S-  it  was  a  terrible  time,  and  we  had  all  given 
oiu selves  up  as  lost,  lhe  captain,  engineers,  and  crew  behaved  nobly, 
ihe^ forward  works  were  stove  in,  but  the  hull  has  suffered  no  injury- 

wi?i  tst  1  i°Pve  S0‘  nro^a  bl-£  the  lo.wer  tier  of  cotton  is  damaged.  She 
have  to  be  recalked  and  examined.  A  portion  of  her  guards  will 
have  to  be  cut  oft.  Indeed,  we  ought  never  to  have  gone  to  sea  with 
the  guards.  It  is  altogether  too  dangerous  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

;  his  will  cause  a  detention  here  of  several  days,  and  an  expenditure, 
including  coal,  of  probably  $000  to  $1,000.  I  ascertained  an  hour  after 
mj-  arrival  that  a  British  dispatch  boat  was  to  leave  for  Havana  during- 
the  day,  and  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Adderly  the  governor  has 
allowed  the  captain  ot  the  vessel  to  give  me  a  passage.  I  intend 
therefore,  to  leave  immediately,  and  arrange  with  Mr.  Helm  so  that 
there  may  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  getting  cargo  at  Cardenas.  I 
trust  you  will  approve  of  this. 

It  the  cotton,  or  rather  a  small  portion  of  it,  is  only  slightly  wet,  I  have 
told  the  c  i p tain  to  bring  it  all  on  to  Cardenas.  If  some  of  the  bales 
shouJd  be  badly  damaged,  they  may  as  well  be  disposed  of  here 
this  letter  goes  by  the  Gladiator ,  Captain  Bird,  who,  I  hope  to  God 
vill  run  the  blockade  safely.  Her  cargo  is  immensely  valuable;  but 
you  will  know  all  about  this.  Captain  Bird  was  instructed  to  meet 
Helm  here,  and  was  greatly  disappointed  in  not  finding  him.  As  it 
would  not  do  for  the  steamer  to  remain  here  for  any  length  of  time,  the 
captain  has  concluded  to  go  to  morrow,  taking  with  him  as  pilot  Mr. 
Lockwood,  a  brother  of  our  captain,  who  came  out  on  the  Isabel 
Bather  than  that  he  should  have  failed  in  getting  the  right  man  I 
would  have  given  up  my  captain,  for  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  ’is 
worth  ten  Theodoras. 

.  The  affair  of  the  Trent  I  find  creates  a  universal  feeling  of  indigna¬ 
tion  among  the  Britishers.  I  heard  an  officer  say  that  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  resent  it  becomingly  he  would  forever  renounce  his  title 
as  Englishman. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  St.  Martin  and  to  Messrs.  Kennea  & 
Declouet,  and  believe  me,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyligek. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond. 


Report  of  General  Lee ,  G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  mustering  of  State 
regiments  into  the  Confederate  service  and  the  condition  of  Southern 
defenses. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  16, 1861. 
Sir  :  \  our  letter  of  the  Sth  instant,  forwarded  from  Coosa  whatchie,  has 
just  been  received.  Two  of  the  batteries,  Thornton’s  and  Leake’s,  and 
N  w  r— vol  12 - 53 


834 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

two  of  the  regiments,  [Alfred  S.j  Fulton’s  and  [John  H.[  Savage’s,  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  letter,  have  arrived.  I  hope  the  others  named  will  be 
dispatched  without  delay. 

I  have  notified  Governors  Pickens  and  Brown  that  unless  they  had 
troops  from  their  States  “for  the  war”  ready  to  receive  the  arms  at 
my  disposal  I  should  issue  them  to  regiments  from  other  States  that 
have  offered  themselves  for  service  in  this  department.  On  being 
informed  by  General  Lawton  that  he  had  been  advised  by  Governor 
Brown  that  he  had  none  from  Georgia,  1  directed  him  to  arm  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  regiment,  Colonel  Dowd.  On  the  application  ot  General 
Trapier  for  reinforcements,  having  no  other  regiment  available,  I  have 
directed  General  Lawton  to  send  the  Mississippi  regiment  to  Fernan 
dina,  where  they  have  only  1,300  men. 

The  Mississippi  regiment,  with  some  Georgia  companies  that  have 
been  mustered  into  the  Confederate  States  service  for  the  war,  will 
absorb  all  the  arms  intended  for  Georgia  troops.  There  are  several 
companies  in  this  State  organized  for  the  war,  recently  raised  and 
unarmed,  attached  to  Colonels  Orr’s  and  Dunovant’s  regiments,  that 
will  require  so  many  arms  as  not  to  leave  more  than  sufficient  for  one 
regiment.  If  a  regiment  is  not  furnished  by  South  Carolina  I  will 
receive  either  Colonel  Mitchell’s  or  Colonel  C.  C.  Lee’s  regiment  from 
North  Carolina.  The  latter  officer  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  1  believe  before  his  recent  resignation  was  in  the  ord¬ 
nance  corps.  He  served  in  Virginia  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  Colonel 
[Daniel  H.[  Hill’s  regiment,  North  Carolina  volunteers. 

Could  more  arms  be  had  for  troops  for  the  war,  I  believe  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  men.  There  is  great  need  of  more 
heavy  guns;  but,  knowing  the  constant  demand  in  every  section  of  the 
country  for  arms  and  ammunition,  hesitate  to  make  requisitions.  If, 
however,  twenty  could  be  spared  for  this  department,  they  would  be  of 
great  benefit — VIII  or  X  inch  guns,  42  and  32  pounders,  for  water 
defense,  and  VIII  inch  howitzers,  24-pounders,  or  less,  for  land  defense. 

The  land  defenses  around  the  city,  commencing  on  the  coast  side  of 
James  Islaud,  extending  to  Wappoo  Creek,  thence  to  Ashley  River, 
across  the  neck  between  Ashley  and  Cooper,  and  from  the  branch 
through  Christ’s  Parish  to  the  sound,  are  in  good  state  of  progress 
and  will  now  give  steadiness  and  security  to  our  troops  in  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  from  any  of  those  quarters  and  afford  time  to  move 
troops  to  meet  them.  The  works  have  been  mostly  constructed  by 
labor  furnished  by  the  planters.  1  hope  they  will  be  completed  this 
week.  The  batteries  in  the  harbor  are  in  good  condition,  and  if  prop¬ 
erly  served  should  arrest  the  approach  by  the  channel.  Wappoo  Creek 
is  also  provided  with  batteries  in  addition  to  those  previously  con¬ 
structed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Stono,  which  should  stop  vessels  by  that 
direction.  They  form  part  of  the  lines  of  land  defense  and  points  of 
support  where  they  touch  the  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee, 

General,  Commanding . 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  I>.  7 .  Bisbie  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  the  arrival  of 
the  steamer  Gladiator  at  Nassau ,  Neiv  Providence ,  and  suggesting  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  transfer  of  cargo  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Steamship  Gladiator, 
Nassau,  Neu'  Providence,  December  16,  1861. 
Sir:  In  the  absence  here  of  any  one  more  fully  authorized,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  following  report  to  your  Department: 

On  the  4th  ultimo,  at  the  suggestion  of  Hon.  A.  D.  Mann,  I  accepted 
the  charge  of  the  cargo  of  this  vessel,  which  was  then  to  have  left  on 
the  6th,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  sail  until  the  10th.  Before  leaving 
Captain  C.  Huse,  Confederate  agent,  handed  me  very  full  and  explicit 
instructions  in  reference  to  the  landing  and  storing  of  the  cargo,  but 
g-ave  me  no  control  over  the  movements  of  the  ship  before  reaching  a 
Confederate  port.  The  cargo,  as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  is  very 
valuable,  consisting  of  Enfield  rifles,  munitions,  medicines,  etc.,  costing 
m  England,  1  was  informed  by  Colonel  M.,  something  like  $S50,0U0. 

On  the  voyage  out  we  encountered  much  rough  weather  and  shipped 
some  heavy  seas,  one  of  which  carried  away  the  fore  hatchway.  I 
have,  however,  made  several  personal  examinations  of  the  cargo  so  far 
as  it  was  possible,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  it  apparently  in  good 
condition  and  the  ship  free  from  leakage. 

We  reached  Teneriffe  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  November,  where 
the  captain  was  ordered  to  take  in  sufficient  additional  coal  to  carry 
him  across  the  Atlantic.  He  could  only  get  40  tons,  however,  out  of 
100  he  required,  and  this,  too,  only  after  a  delay  of  two  days.  To  this 
delay  and  failure  to  get  coal  must  be  in  a  great  measure  ascribed  our 
being  hemmed  in  here  at  present. 

We  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  the  9tli  instant.  It  was  neces¬ 
sary,  as  1  have  just  intimated,  to  take  in  coal  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
of  supply  at  Teneriffe.  The  captain’s  orders  were  to  make  the  port, 
however,  in  any  case,  where  Mr.  Helm,  the  agent  of  your  Department 
at  Havana,  was  to  meet  us  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  latest  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  blockading  vessels,  to  designate  our  port  of 
entry,  and  to  furnish  us  a  pilot.  We,  however,  found  neither  Mr.  Helm, 
nor  instructions,  nor  pilot.  Fortunately  the  Isabel  ( Ella  War  ley),  from 
Charleston,  was  here,  and  Captain  Bird  succeeded  in  engaging  their 
Pilot.  Two  days  were  required  to  ship  our  coal,  and  before  it  was  in 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau  came  into  the  harbor  under  circumstances 
that  leave  no  doubt  that  she  came  expressly  for  us,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  wait  to  take  us  when  we  go  out.  Her  officers  have  been 
heard  to  say  that  they  shall  not  move  an  inch  for  the  Theodora  or  Ella 
Warley,  as  the  Gladiator  is  the  one  they  came  for  and  intend  to  have. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  and  so  is  Captain  Bird,  that  information  of 
the  sailing  of  this  vessel  ( Gladiator )  was  transmitted  from  England  to 
Washington.  Captain  Bird  says  the  custom-house  officers  in  London 
intimated  to  him  their  virtual  knowledge  of  our  destination,  and  gave 
him  friendly  warning  that  several  persons  had  been  making  a  very 
critical  examination  of  the  custom-house  books.  The  chief  mate  was 
told  two  or  three  days  before  we  sailed,  as  a  secret,  that  the  Gladiator 
was  to  run  the  blockade.  The  second  mate  received  similar  information 
from  another  source,  and  two  days  before  sailing  two  persons  in  a 
small  boat  were  oft  broadside  in  the  stream  for  several  hours  appar¬ 
ently  engaged  in  making  a  careful  sketch  of  her  build,  rig,  etc.  I  was 
hardly  surprised  at  this  when  I  learned  that  her  cargo  was  put  in 
without  the  slightest  disguise,  the  cases  of  muskets  being  so  labeled 
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in  large,  plain  letters,  the  cartridges  ditto,  and  the  powder  in  the  well- 
known,  ordinary  packages  of  that  article.  Neither  Mr.  Scott,  who  was 
to  have  carried  the  dispatches  to  Richmond,  Mr.  Fry,  who  takes  this, 
nor  myself,  however,  knew  even  the  name  of  the  vessel  until  the  day 
she  left.  We  were  not  surprised,  therefore,  to  find  the  Flambeau  so 
close  upon  us. 

There  are  now  two  steamers  here  and  one  fast  sailing  sloop  belong¬ 
ing  to  Charleston.  Were  Mr.  Helm  or  anyone  else  here  authorized  to 
order  it,  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  could  be  easily  divided  among  those 
three  vessels  and  our  own  with  a  moral  certainty  that  three  out  of  the 
four  would  run  the  blockade.  As  it  is,  we  run  into  the  very  jaws  of  cap¬ 
ture  if  we  start  alone,  as  our  vessel  is  a  craft  of  less  than  miles  aver¬ 
age  speed  and  totally  unprovided  with  cannon  for  defense.  But  Mr. 
Helm  is  not  here.  As  our  coming  was  announced  by  the  letters  which 
left  Loudon  on  the  2d  November,  and  which  must  have  reached  him  on 
the  22d,  I  fear  that  illness,  capture,  or  other  disability  must  have  pre¬ 
vented  his  coming,  and  although  we  have  written  him  from  here,  urging 
him  to  come  immediately,  feel  much  doubt  in  reference  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  send  you  this 
communication,  and,  further,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  Mr.  Helm’s 
reaching  here,  the  great  value  of  the  cargo,  and  the  importance  of  its 
early  and  safe  arrival,  beg  to  suggest : 

First.  The  propriety  of  sending  the  Theodora ,  which  carries  this,  back 
again  for  a  part  of  our  cargo. 

Second.  That  your  Department  send  to  myself  or  Captain  Bird  au¬ 
thority  to  divide  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  between  the  EUa  Worley, 
Theodora ,  the  schooner  before  spoken  of,  and  herself.  The  steamers 
Theodora  and  Warier /  are  both  far  swifter  than  the  Gladiator ,  and  the 
schooner,  in  a  fair  wind,  not  much  slower.  Thus  divided,  the  fleet  might 
run  out  in  face  of  the  gunboat  and  endeavor  to  outstrip  her,  or  depart 
singly.  1  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  changing  cargo  in  a  neutral  port, 
but  think  it  may  be  managed. 

Ihird.  That  the  Theodora  bring  out  a  few  cannon,  by  which  she,  the 
Isabel ,  and  schooner  can  make  fight.  This,  however,  is  only  a  casual 
suggestion. 

I  have  ventured  also  to  enclose  some  suggestions  for  the  loading,  etc., 
ol  future  cargoes  from  England  for  your  Department.  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  liberty  for  the  sake  of  the  motive.  Mr.  Fry,  the  bearer  of 
this,  can  give  you  any  further  needed  information. 

I  have  the  honor  of  bearing  letters  of  introduction  from  Colonel  Mann 
to  members  of  the  Cabinet,  with  memoranda  of  suggestions  which  he 
wished  me  to  make  to  them  verbally.  1  had  the  honor  of  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  you  in  June  last,  in  Richmond,  and  am  known  to  his  Excellency 
Governor  Letcher,  ex-President  Tyler,  etc.,  in  Richmond. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War ,  etc. 


D.  T.  Bisbie. 


Suggestions. 

1st.  To  charter  or  purchase  no  vessel  whose  former  log  book,  on  actual 
trial,  under  all  circumstances,  does  not  show  a  speed  of  13  to  15  miles 
average. 

2'6  To  make  the  amount  of  the  charter  or  purchase  money  dependent 
in  part  on  the  success  ol  the  run,  so  as  to  make  the  owner  or  agent 
interested  in  maintaining  that  secrecy  necessary  to  success. 
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3d.  That  the  steamer  bought  or  chartered  should,  if  possible,  be 
taken  out  of  some  regular  trade— as  from  London  to  Cadiz;  that  her 
cargo,  it  arms,  etc.,  should  be  in  disguised  packages  directed  to  real 
persons  at  the  place  or  places  to  which  the  steamer  formerly  ran  (which 
names  the  parties  shipping  would,  of  course,  know),  and  that  the 
steamer  load,  at  her  usual  wharf  or  dock,  in  her  usual  way,  iu  such  a 
manner  as  to  excite  no  attention,  without  a  single  soul  around  her 
knowing  anything  about  the  cargo  or  its  destination  except  the  ship¬ 
ping  agent  or  firm,  who,  as  above  suggested,  would  be  interested  in 
complete  secrecy. 

4th.  That  powder,  which  is  not  allowed  to  be  loaded  in  London,  be 
placed  on  board  some  small  vessel,  directed  to  parties  in  some  other 
port  of  England,  France,  etc.,  and  quietly  put  on  board  the  steamer  at 
her  first  night’s  anchoring  in  the  [English]  Channel. 

T>th.  That  at  this  point,  also,  the  captain  and  crew  intended  to  run 
the  blockade  take  charge  of  the  vessel. 

6th.  That  each  ship  should  have  two  pilots,  previously  sent  over 
from  the  Confederate  States,  who  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  coast; 
that  she  should  carry  coal  enough  to  make  the  entire  trip,  and  have 
iron,  steel,  and  tools  enough  ou  board  to  make  any  necessary  repairs 
to  boilers  or  machinery  on  her  way  out. 

A  vessel  so  loaded  and  provided  would  only  have  to  select  some  port 
on  this  or  some  other  West  India  island  as  points  of  enquiry  (even  if 
that  were  necessary),  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  Confederate  States 
with  almost  a  positive  certainty  of  running  the  blockade  successfully. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Report  of  General  Lee ,  G.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  need  of  guns  for  land 

defense. 

Headquarters, 

Coosawhatehie ,  S.  December  20,  1801. 

Sir:  I  am  much  in  need  of  guns  for  land  defense  and  the  protection 
ot  the  rivers  extending  into  the  country.  I  have  understood  that  there 
are  carronades  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  unemployed.  Please,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  send  me  eight  42-pounder  carronades  on  chassis  carriages,  with 
a  supply  of  shot,  grape,  shell,  and  primers,  implements,  etc.,  complete, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee, 

General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Endorsements.] 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gorgas,  for  immediate  attention. 

J.  P.  P>. 

On  the  17th  December  three  32-pounder  heavy  guns,  on  the  21st 
December  two  VM-inch  columbiads,  were  sent  General  Lee,  and 
to  morrow  one  YHI-inch  columbiad  and  one  24-pounder  siege  gun  will 
be  sent. 

Very  respectfully, 

L[ardner]  Gibbon, 

Captain. 
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December  30,  1861. 

Eight  42-pounder  carronades  were  sent  from  Norfolk  navy  yard  to 
General  Lee  December  27,  as  per  invoice  received  from  Commodore 
Fairfax.  The  ammunition  will  be  sent  from  here  to  day. 

J.  Gorgas, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

I 


Letter  from  John  Fraser  tff  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  regarding 
the  reported  arrival  of  blockade  runners  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 


Charleston,  [S.  C.],  December  23, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Theodora,  at  Wilmington,  brings  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  at  Nassau  of  the  steamer  Isabel  ( Ella  Warley)  and  schooner 
Prince  of  Wales  from  this  port,  both  with  cotton  hence,  which  we  des¬ 
tine  for  Liverpool.  Our  ship  Eliza  Bonsall  had  also  arrived  there  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  partly  owned  here.  The  Gladiator  had  also  arrived, 
but  not  having  had  any  letters  by  her,  we  enclose  you  the  within  from 
a  stranger,  of  whom  we  have  no  knowledge,  but  it  may  be  useful.  It 
seems  matter  of  regret  that  the  Theodora  did  not  bring  a  part  of  the 
Gladiator’’ s  cargo. 

We  are  dispatching  the  steamer  Carolina  hence  to  Nassau,  to  sail 
about  Thursday  or  Friday  next — upon  reflection,  the  holidays  inter¬ 
vening,  say  Monday  next — and  if  the  Government,  desires  to  avail  of 
the  opportunity  for  passage  of  agents  or  transmission  of  dispatches 
have  the  kindness  to  keep  her  in  view.  This  vessel,  though  a  good 
seaboat,  is  exceedingly  light  draft  and  will  meet  with  but  little  trouble 
around  Nassau,  we  hope. 

The  Ella  11  arley  is  taking  some  of  the  Eliza  BonsalVs  cargo  for  this 
place.  She  is  under  British  colors. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 


lion.  C.  G.  Memmtnger. 


Jno.  Fraser  &  Co. 


[Enclosure.] 

Steamer  Theodora,  December  20,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  Having  promised  Captain  Bird,  of  the  steamship 
Gladiator  (consigned  to  your  care),  that  I  would  call  upon  you  and 
explain  the  position  ot  that  vessel,  but  having  succeeded  in  running 
the  blockade  at  a  different  point  from  what  I  expected,  and  having  no 
business  to  take  me  to  Charleston,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
a  few  lines  for  the  purpose  of  acquitting  myself  of  the  promise.  It  is, 
perhaps,  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  write,  for  Captain  Lockwood, 
who  promises  to  deliver  this,  will  be  able  to  explain  to  you  quite 
fully  nature  ot  the  blockade  from  which  the  Gladiator  is  suffering. 
I  will  simply  state  that  we  left  Gravesend  on  the  10th  of  November 
with  a  cargo  of  inestimable  value  for  the  Confederate  States  Army 
with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Teneriff'e  and  coal  and  then  to  go  to 
Nassau  to  meet  Mr.  Helm.  We  had  difficulty  in  procuring  coal  at 
1  eneriffe  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  French  and  Spanish 
steamers  taking  in  coal  for  the  Mexican  expedition,  and  we  were 
finally  compelled  to  leave  with  an  insufficient  quantity.  We  reached 
Nassau  on  Monday,  the  9tli  of  this  month,  and  to  our  great  annoyance 
Mi  .  Helm  was  not  rhere.  I  he  weather  we  had  just  before  running 
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into  Nassau  was  of  a  magnificent  character  for  running  the  blockade, 
but,  unfortunately,  we  had  no  pilot,  nor,  indeed,  had  the  captain  author¬ 
ity  to  deviate  from  the  prescribed  course.  On  our  arrival  we  found 
the  steamer  Isabella ,  from  Charleston,  the  captain  of  which  was  kind 
enough  to  let  us  have  his  excellent  pilot.  It  was  necessary  to  make 
some  alterations  to  the  machinery,  in  order  to  increase  her  speed, 
and  to  take  a  few  tons  of  coal  on  board.  This  would  have  detained 
us  until  Thursday  morning.  On  Wednesday  morning,  to  our  great 
disgust,  the  Federal  steamer  Flambeau.,  mounting  two  guns,  came  into 
port,  and  the  Gladiator  was  effectually  blockaded.  The  captain  did 
not  dare  venture  out,  as  the  Flambeau  is  a  much  faster  vessel  and 
would  overhaul  the  Gladiator  without  trouble.  The  great  mistake, 
indeed,  has  been  to  send  so  slow  a  vessel  on  such  an  expedition. 
Thinking  that  if  no  other  vessels  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Flambeau 
it  might  not  be  impossible  to  send  some  vessel  which  might  be  more  than 
a  match  for  her  and  extricate  the  Gladiator  from  her  embarrassment, 
I  arranged  with  the  officers  before  leaving  a  series  of  signals  by  which 
she  could  be  informed  by  any  vessel  sent  to  her  relief  of  her  character 
before  entering  the  harbor,  and  could  in  return  inform  her  if  there  were 
any  more  Yankee  gunboats  in  the  harbor  and  the  number  of  guns  they 
carry.  From  what  I  heard  of  vessels  outside  1  fear  this  will  be  of  no 
use,  but  should  the  information  be  desired  1  would  readily  communi¬ 
cate — nay,  if  desired,  would  even  accompany  an  expedition  sent  out 
with  prospects  of  success. 

I  remain,  respectfully, 

Wm.  1).  Hoyt, 

Athens ,  Ga. 

Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co. 

As  the  passage  money  demanded  on  the  Gladiator  was  very  large 
(£90),  I  asked  the  gentlemen  who  sent  her  out,  before  leaving  London, 
if  I  found  it  necessary  to  come  from  the  West  Indies  on  another  vessel 
if  they  would  pay  my  fare.  They  said  they  would.  I  think  I  am  thus 
fairly  entitled  to  the  £6  paid  for  my  passage  on  this  vessel.  I  mention 
it  now  to  you,  as  I  intend  applying  for  this  sum  according  to  our  agree¬ 
ment.  I  do  not  know  of  whom  to  request  it  at  present,  but  when  the 
opportunity  occurs  I  shall  make  application. 

Respectfully,  W.  1).  H. 


Letter  from  John  Fraser  tfi  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  instruc¬ 
tions  for  the  transportation  of  the  Gladiator’s  cargo  from  Nassau,  Neic 
Providence. 

Charleston,  [S.  C.],  December  28 ,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  to-day  is  just  received.  The  Ella 
Worley  will  have  left,  we  think,  long  before  the  Carolina  can  reach 
Nassau.  We  had  provided  a  cargo  for  the  latter  vessel  also,  but  we 
will  give  instructions  to  have  the  goods  by  the  Gladiator  brought  in 
preference  to  all  others,  or  so  much  of  them  as  the  Carolina  can  safely 
bring.  We  have  sent  you  a  telegram  to  the  effect  of  the  foregoing. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

Jno.  Fraser  &  Co. 

lion.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Ingraham,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  '  War 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Theodora. 


Charleston,  [S.  C.],  December  29,  1861. 

SlR;  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  informed  me  the 
War  Department  would  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Theodora 
and  her  outfit.  It  is  now  upward  of  a  month  since,  by  direction  of  the 
►secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  purchased  the  steamer  for  the  sum  of  $00,000 
cash,  payable  in  Confederate  bonds.  Mr.  Porcher,  one  of  the  owners, 
at  my  request,  paid  all  the  disbursements  from  his  private  funds,  the 
vouchers  for  which  I  sent  some  time  since.  May  I  hope  the  Depart¬ 
ment  wdl  forward  the  money  and  bonds  to  meet  these  payments  as 

early  as  possible,  as  Mr.  Porcher  is  put  to  great  inconvenience  from 
this  outlay. 

^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


D.  N.  Ingraham, 
Captain,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Me  Blair,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  defenseless  con¬ 
dition  of  liis  command  in  Florida. 

Fernandina,  February  24,  1862. 

Dear  Captain:  I  feel  some  embarrassment  growing  out  of  my  posi 
Don,  halt  military  and  half  naval,  in  addressing  an  official  communica 
tion  to  the  Secretary  relative  to  the  affairs  of  my  command;  but  things 
are  m  such  a  condition  here  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lav  certain  farts 
ami  views  before  him.  As  my  com, m, ml  ie  o/tl,e  oaval  defenses of  The 
place,  perhaps,  indeed,  I  might  be  blamed  for  remaining  silent  anv 
longer.  It  is  the  very  general  belief  here  that  our  position  has be- 
come  veiy  critical.  Late  developments  indicate  that  the  attack  on  this 
place  will  be  made  with  vessels  of  light  draft,  mounting  heavy  guns 

PaSo  ande1lh  0t  t] ^at  desf ption-  He  «oaJd  have  operated  in 
amlico  and  Albemarle  sounds  with  vessels  drawing  over  7  feet  of 

®mce  the  removal  of  the  batteries  at  Saint  Simon’s  and  Jekvl 
islands  the  enemy  has  entire  control,  whenever  they  choose  to  take  if 
°|  mland  passage  between  this  and  Savannah,  and  the  stron°-  nrob’ 
abilities  are  that  when  an  attack  is  made  here  the  Approach  will  be  from 
that  direction.  You  are  aware  that  all  our  heavy  guns  are  disposed  so 
as  to  command  the  main  ship  channel.  They  are  mounted P»t  Fort 
Clinch  and  on  the  sand  batteries  stretching  eastward  !  ? -fc 

defense  and  Amelia  Island  is  completely  at  the  mercy  of  a ‘fleet  even  of 
an  inconsiderable  size.  That  this  con  hp  „  I  A,  J,evenot 

risk,  no  one  acquainted  with  these  localities  can  entertain  *  ^  6  or.l!° 
doubt.  A  fleet  approaching  west  of  Cumberland  l  E  reasonable 
Saint  Mary’s  River  and  following  it t0  its  unct o  ”P  the 

and  pursuing  the  last  to  its  debouchment'  A  Cell’s  River, 
town  of  Fernandina,  would  avoid  the  range  of  0Pb0Slte  the 

only  have  to  encounter  a  small  batterv  ot'Vmr  °I!  Se  battei'!es  and 
mouth  of  Bell’s  River.  The  guns  on  this  last  b C °om™ail<i.luS  tlie 
pounders,  one  24-pounder,  and  one  8-incli  rifle  * 
that  mode  of  approach  and  invites  it.  Indeed  it  to 

degree  rash  and  absurd  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  detour  and  attempt 
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the  main  ship  channel,  where  he  would  have  to  confront  our  heaviest 
guns,  when  a  more  direct  and  safe  access  is  open  to  him.  Silencing  our 
small  town  battery,  he  would  follow  up  the  Amelia  River  some  3  miles 
to  the  railroad  bridge,  our  only  means  of  reaching  the  mainland,  and 
the  inevitable  consequence  would  be  the  capture  of  every  man  on  the 
island  and  all  our  military  stores,  including  every  piece  of  artillery  and 
large  amounts  of  ammunition.  The  attack,  when  made,  will  probably 
be  conducted  in  the  way  I  have  indicated,  or  the  Beet  might  be  divided, 
one  portion  approaching  the  railroad  bridge  through  the  Nassau  Sound, 
and  the  other  by  the  channels  releri  ed  to.  The  only  defense  at  Nassau 
Inlet  is  a  battery  of  one  32-pounder  and  two  6-pounders. 

There  is  another  source  of  danger  perhaps  not  so  imminent,  but  still 
quite  worthy  of  attention.  The  circuit  of  Amelia  Island,  estimating 
the  seaward  and  inland  line  of  coast,  may  be  roughly  stated  at  from  30 
to  40  miles  in  extent.  Our  means  are  so  scant  that  this  is  necessarily 
but  ineffectually  guarded  except  at  the  points  occupied  by  the  bat¬ 
teries,  and  the  enemy,  choosing  time  and  place,  might  throw  any  body 
of  troops  on  shore  and,  indeed,  effect  several  landings  at  the  same 
time  to  distract  our  forces.  To  oppose  them  we  have  in  all,  exclusive 
of  the  battalion  manning  the  batteries  and  allowing  for  the  sick,  an 
available  force  of  not  more  than  about  1,700  men.  A  vigorous  attack 
from  a  superior  number  would  disperse  these  to  the  winds,  and  our 
batteries  would  fall  without  firing  a  gun.  In  short,  it  would  be  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  the  affair  at  Roanoke  Island  without  the  advantage  they  had 
there  of  bringing  the  batteries  to  bear  on  the  enemy.  So  long  as  the 
Federal  vessels  were  of  a  size  to  oblige  them  to  use  the  main  ship 
channel  I  had  no  uneasiness  in  view  of  an  attack,  but  you  will  perceive 
that  the  face  of  affairs  has  materially  changed,  and  an  attack  on  this 
place  from  any  other  quarter  turns  the  sea  batteries  completely  and 
renders  them  entirely  useless.  This  condition  of  things  is  widely  and 
deeply  felt  among  the  military.  It  is  a  topic  of  constant  and  exciting 
discussion,  and  I  am  assured  a  spirit  of  discontent  is  spreading  by  no 
means  favorable  to  a  vigorous  resistance.  The  men  are  beginning  to 
feel  that  they  are  at  any  moment  liable  to  capture,  and  if  they  are 
obliged  to  fight  it  will  be  with  Lafayette  haunting  their  imaginations, 
and  to  some  degree  paralyzing  their  efforts.  It  is  urged  that  the  island 
is  a  barren  wilderness,  not  worth  the  risk  of  trying  to  defend  it  with  so 
small  a  body,  and  that  the  town  has  no  importance  beyond  that  derived 
from  being  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  which  could  be  rendered  useless 
to  the  enemy  simply  by  removing  the  motive  power;  and  further,  that 
the  back  country  for  miles  away  is  but  thinly  settled  and  offers  no 
temptation  to  invasion.  There  is  a  strong  sentiment,  too,  that  the  con¬ 
tinued  occupation  of  the  island  proceeds  rather  from  the  political  influ¬ 
ence  of  property  holders  than  military  expediency.  Of  course  I  keep 
aloof  from  such  discussions.  I  give  them  for  what  they  are  worth, 
without  venturing  any  opinion  of  my  own,  but  some  reference  to  them 
is  necessary  to  show  the  temper  of  the  troops  and  the  condition  of 
thi  gs  here.  What  I  feel,  and  feel  very  sensibly,  is  that  the  military 
force  on  the  island  is  quite  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  batteries 
in  case  the  enemy  land,  and  if  the  attack  is  only  by  water,  they  will 
turn  our  main  defenses  and  leave  me  but  the  small  town  battery  to 
fight.  General  Trapier  left  here  on  Friday  last  for  Tallahassee.  I  had 
very  full  and  free  conversations  with  him  and  his  staff,  and  the  opinion 
was  unanimous  that  the  island  should  be  evacuated  for  the  reasons  1 
have  indicated — scarcity  of  troops  and  the  probability  amounting 
almost  to  certainty  that  the  sea  batteries  will  be  turned.  The  general 
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lias  recommended  this  measure  to  General  Lee,  and  will  probably  have 
an  answer  this  week.  I  forgot  to  state  that  we  are  dismantling  the 
battery  at  Cumberland  Island  for  want  of  men  to  man  it  and  a  sup¬ 
porting  force.  I  have  written  hastily,  but  hope  I  have  made  the  case 
intelligible. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

Ohas.  H.  McBlair. 

Captain  Franklin  Buchanan, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Detail,  Navy  Department ,  Richmond. 

[Endorsement.] 

I  am  requested  by  Captain  McBlair,  in  the  event  of  the  absence  of 
Commodore  Buchanan,  to  bring  the  matter  to  which  the  enclosed  com¬ 
munication  refers  to  the  early  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  writer  says  the  communication  is  confidential  and  only  to  be 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  Secretary. 

Lloyd  J.  Beall, 

Colonel ,  etc. 


Report  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the  inad  visability  of  an  attach  upon  Fed¬ 
eral  battery  on  Oakley  Island. 


C.  S.  S.  Savannah,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  been  requested  by  you  to  express  our  opinion  as  to  the 
advisability  of  an  attack  by  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  assisted  by 
1*00  men  of  the  Army  in  boats,  on  the  battery  at  Oakley  Island,  we 
report  as  follows: 

The  boats  and  vessels  would  be  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  at  short  range  from  the  battery,  supported  by  a  cross  fire 
from  the  gunboats  and  battery  opposite,  aud  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  result  would,  in  all  probability,  be  a  failure,  attended  with  great 
loss  of  life  and  vessels.  In  that  event,  our  present  preparations  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah  would  be  thrown  away,  and  a  fearfully  depressing 
moral  effect  produced.  Should  such  an  expedition  prove  successful,  it 
vould  result  in  the  spiking  of  a  few  of  the  enemy’s  guns  and  a  slight 
retardation  in  their  advance,  with  such  a  loss  of  men  and  arms  on  our 
side  as  in  the  result  to  decrease  our  means  of  defending  Savannah, 
which  we  deem  the  all-important  object,  both  on  shore  and  afloat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

,J.  Rutledge, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

J.  S.  Kennard, 

Lieu  tenant ,  Com  manding. 

J.  Pembroke  Jones, 

Lie utenant ,  Commanding. 

O.  F.  Johnston, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Wm.  P.  a.  Campbell, 

Lieutenant ,  Comm  anding. 

Philip  Poroher, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Edward  C.  Anderson, 


Major ,  Artillery. 

Flag-Officer  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Dozier,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to 
proceed  to  duty  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  detached  from  the  squadron  of  Flag-Officer  Hollins, 
and  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Captain 
1).  N.  Ingraham. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 

Reported. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 

Reported,  April  11),  1862. 

D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Captain,  C.  S.  Navy. 


> 
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Adams,  Henry  A.,  jr.  Mentioned .  176 

Adams,  Israel  G.  Mentioned  .  61 

Adderly,  H.,  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  Street  &,  West .  762 

Mentioned .  628,  629,  761 

Adderly,  Henry.  Mentioned .  762,833 

Adeline,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  462 

Adger,  James.  See  James  Adger,  U.  S.  S. 

Admiral,  Ship.  Capture  of,  December  12, 1861  .  397 

Advance,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  54,  71 

Agawam, U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,16,19,20, 

54,  58,  64,  65,  67,  71,  93,  99, 100, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 156, 160, 165, 168,’ 169 

Aid,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Aiken,  William.  Mentioned .  273,436,533 

Aiken,  William  A.  Mentioned .  283 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  190 

Semmes,  Raphael,  appointed  rear-admiral  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con¬ 
duct  while  in  command  of .  181 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  May  7  and  8, 1862  .  801 

Capture  of  the  ship  Admiral,  December  12, 1861 .  397 

Mentioned .  11,  20,  55,  71,  82,  93, 109, 110,  116,  339,  341,  359,  361,  371,  415, 

427,  445,  460,  466,  468,  513,  652, 728,  735,  745,  757,  773,  785,  800,  810,  815,  817 

Movements  of .  128,  218, 228,  340 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  593,  594. 

Operations  in  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia .  727,  756 

Orders  for  movements .  49, 

80,  114,  122, 137,  157,  340,  391,  395,  403,  420,  465,  474,  621,  635,  692 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 680,  733,  735,  759,  767,  773,  798,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  721,  766 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram. 

Mentioned .  15, 16,  50, 110 

Raising  of .  9,  22,  75 

Under  convoy  of  United  States  vessels  from  Plymouth,  A.  C.,  to  Norfolk, 

Va .  109,128 


Formerly  A.  D.  Vance. 
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Albermarle,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned..  20,  71,  93,  116,  125, 133, 143, 153, 160,  i65, 169 


Albert,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  May  1, 1862  .  794 

Mentioned .  811 

Albertis,  Mr.  Mentioned .  584 

Albertson,  A.  E.  Mentioned .  187 

Albine,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  796 

Albion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  25, 1861  .  361 

Alert,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  26,  1862 .  564,  719 

Disposition  of .  625 

Mentioned .  628,  629 


Alert,  U.  S.  S.  See  Watch,  U.  S.  S. 

Alexander,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned . .  177, 182,  185,  187 

Alfred,  Prince,  H.  R.  H.  Mentioned . . .  440 

Allen,  Mr.  Mentioned .  337 

Allen,  E.  J.  See  E.  J.  Allen,  Schooner. 

Allen,  Ethan.  See  Etlian  Allen,  U.  S.  bark. 

Allen,  Frederic  B.  Mentioned .  20,  72 

Allen,  Gaston.  Mentioned .  309 

Allen,  James  P.  Mentioned .  333 

Allen,  James  T.  Mentioned . . .  648 

Alligator  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Report  of  Earl  English..  73 
Allison,  William.  See  William  Allison,  Steamer. 

Alpha,!  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21  54 

71,  93,  98, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153, 156,  160, 165, 188,’  169 

Alphons,  German  brig.  Mentioned.... .  629 

Alston,  A.  Mentioned .  g 

Altamaha  Sound,  Georgia  See  Darien,  Ga.  Reconnoissance  from  Brunswick, 

Ga.,  to,  p.  615. 

Amazon,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . . .  4X8,  421 

Amelia  Island,  Florida. 

Condition  of  batteries  on.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill .  829 

Evacuation  of.  Reports  of 

Hopkins,  E .  618 

Trapier,  J.  H . 

See  Fernandina,  Fla.  Operations  against. 

America,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  421511 

America,!  Yacht. 


Discovery  and  raising  of . 

Mentioned . 

American,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned 

Ames,  Adelbert.  Mentioned . 

Ames,  Mark  D.  Mentioned . 

Ammen,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Mr . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Hopkins,  Edward . 

Mays,  R.  G . 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A . 

Sproston,  J.  Glendy . 

Stevens,  T.  H  . 


638-640,  643,  690,  716,  748 
211,  615,  632,  705,  717,  739 
.  418,421 


26,  45 
21,  72 


.  597 

254,  506,  751,  807 

.  750 

.  697 

.  806 

■ .  337,751 

. .  687 


Late  Irene. 


I  Known  also  as  TJ.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  1. 


Afterwards  IT.  S.  yacht  America. 
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Ammen,  Daniel — Continued.  p,,,rA 

Mentioned .  255,  260,  262,  264,  269,  293,  325-327, 

332,  335,  336,  338,  349,  351,  353,  386,  395,  396,  405,  406,  431,  447,  448,  450,  463, 
499,  507,  520,  521,  524,  527,  538,  542,  576,  639,  672,  686,  697,  698,  747,  748,  799 
Ordered  to  relieve  T.  H.  Stevens  of  command  in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida.  743 

Relieved  of  command  in  North  Edisto  River .  507 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  November  9, 1861  .  336 

Coosaw  River.  Attack  upon  Confederate  batteries  in  .  450 

North  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in . 516 

Reconnoissance  in,  December  24-29, 1861  .  431 

Reconnoissance  in,  January  5,  1862  . . . .  464 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Reconnoissance  in  harbor  of,  November  4  and  5,  and 

battle,  November  7,  1861 .  277 

St.  John’s  River.  Operations  in .  662,  695,  712,  748,  804 

Anderson,  Edward  C. 

Mentioned . 211,228 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island .  842 

Anderson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Anderson,  North  Carolina. 

Anderson,  J.  S.  Mentioned .  314 

Anderson,  John  W.  S ee  John  W.  Anderson,  Schooner. 

Anderson,  Richard  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Hopkins .  618 

Mentioned .  827,  828 

Anderson,  William  E.  Mentioned .  463,  464 

Andrew,  Henry.  See  Henry  Andrew,  U.  S.  S. 

Anemone,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 20, 

55,  71,  93, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 156, 160, 165, 169, 171 
Appomattox  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from  U.  S.  Grant .  79,  81,  88 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of .  89 

Porter,  David  D . . .  80,  81,  88 

Report  of  J.  C.  Beaumont .  81,  106 

Arago,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Armament  of . 221,  224 

Mentioned .  222 

Orders  for  movements . 219 

Archer,  Captain.  Mentioned  . . . . . .  420 

Archer,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned  . . 418,420,421 

Arey,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . .  46,  80,  85 

Mentioned .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Aries,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 5,20,38,60,105 

Orders  for  movements . 49,56 

Arledge,  George  H. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg  .  182 

Correspondence  writk  J.  Iv.  Mitchell .  183 

Mentioned .  182, 185, 187 

Arietta,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  55,  71,  93, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 155, 160, 165, 169 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.  Shipment  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad.  See 
Blockade  runners.  Movements  of. 

Arnold,  Henry  N.  T.  Mentioned .  22,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153,  160, 165, 167-169 

Arnold,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  648,649 

Arnou,  Mr.  Mentioned  .  643 
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V 

Arrow,  British  schooner.  PaK6 

Capture  of,  February  25,  1862 . .  562,  563,  718,  719 

Mentioned .  792 

Arthur,  E.  J.  Correspondence  with  W.  IV.  Boyce .  832 

Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in,  December  10-12,  1861. 

Report  of  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson . .  .* .  392 

See  also  St.  Helena  Sound. 

Asserson,  Peter  C.  Mentioned .  93  H6  125  133  143 

Atlanta,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by  .  742 

Mentioned .  20, 51,  52,  54,  71,  93,  98,  99, 116, 125, 133, 143,  1  2, 153 

Orders  for  movements .  443 

Atlantic,  U.  S.  transport  steamer. 

Mentioned .  225, 245,  260,  287,  397,  486,  765 

Movements  of .  444 

Atlantic  Squadron.  Limits  of .  457 

Audenried,  William  G.  See  William  (7.  Audenried,  Schooner. 

Augusta,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861  .  284 

Captures  made  by .  .  369,  37^  390)  428j  445)  446 

Mentioned .  218,  225, 262,  280,  326,  349,  355,  356,  358,  359, 

391,  419,  427,  460,  465,  512,  514,  530,  534,  535,  543,  545-548,  550,  551,  558,  620, 
624,  652,  710,  759,  773,  781,  783-785,  .793,  795,  796,  798,  801,  810,  816,  821,  822 

Operations  off  Charleston,  S.  C .  g17 

Orders  for  movements .  334,  371>  506j  656;  76() 

Avery,  Captain.  Mentioned .  441 

Azalea,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  749 

Bache,  A.  D. 

Corres4iondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  9n7 

P  V  . 

T  ZT’  V .  221,  224,  342 

Lavy  Department,  U.  S .  221,  224,  294,  329,  342,  399 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  219 

Mentioned .  195,383,814 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast .  195-206 

Bache,  George  M.  Mentioned .  .  117  127  133  ~yjQ 

Badgei,  "William.  See  William  Badger ,  l  .  S.  stoveship. 

Bahama,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Bailey,  T.  Correspondence  with  William  G.  Temple .  .  3d 

Baily,  T.  S.  Mentioned .  ’  . 

"  -----  -  ------  -  --  --  -  - - -  ......  _ _ _  _ _ _ 

Baileys  Island,  South  Carolina.  Expedition  to,  January  10-12  1862.  Re¬ 
port  of  W.  T.  Truxtun .  ’  ^_g 

Bain,  James.  Mentioned .  .  ^ 

Baker,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Baker,  Lawrence  S.  Mentioned . 

Balch,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.F .  512,515, 714 

Godou,  S.  W .  ’ 

Rhoades,  A.  C . '  . 

Mentioned .  . ^ 

. .  239,  240  243  244 

285,  326,  327,  360,  363,  422,  514,  519,  606-610,  612-614,  673,  689,  6S2  742  745 
Reports  of.  ’  9  *  J 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  near  610 

Occupation  of..  . 

. - . ----- .  591 
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Batch,  George  B. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blocking  of  harbor  of .  514 

Cole's  Island,  South  Carolina.  Information  relative  to  Confederate 

batteries  on .  475 

North  Edisto  River.  Reconnoiseance  in,  April  9-10, 1862  .  726 

St.  Simon’s  Island.  Occupation  of .  590 

Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina.  Engagement  at .  435 

Turtle  River.  Reconnoissance  in .  595 

Batch,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  57 

Mentioned .  20 

Baldwin,  - .  Mentioned .  604 

Baldwin,  Augustus  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  552 

Mentioned .  732 

Baldwin,  E.  M.  Mentioned .  626 

Baldwin,  William  H.  Mentioned .  544 

Balsan,  Dr.  Mentioned .  581,  582 

Baltic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  225,348,354,486,538 

Bankhead,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  218 

Mentioned .  262,  320,  321,  323,  336,  338,  339,  351,  353,  368, 

386,  395,  397,  407,  415,  447,  448,  470,  483,  494,  496,  501-503,  576,  739,  740,  799 
Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 .  283 

Wright’s  River.  Torpedoes  found  in . --  504 

Banshee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  82 

Barbot,  Alphonse.  Mentioned .  185, 187 

Barnard,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  469 

Barnard,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  302 

Barnard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox .  68 

Mentioned .  207 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast .  195-206 

Barnes,  Dixon.  Mentioned .  314,  317,  454-456 

Barnes,  John  S. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee .  15 

Correspondence  with 

Nichols,  E.T . = . - .  105 

Porter,  D.  D .  36 

Mentioned .  21,  71,  92, 

93,  117,  126,  133,  267,  270,  301,  385,  397,  447-449,  492,  493,  527.  598,  647,  648 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C.  Guns  and  munitions  of  war  found  in  .  270 

Fort  Walker,  N.  C.  Guns  and  munitions  of  war  found  in .  271 

Lida,  Sloop.  Value  of .  373 

Barney,  George  C. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.S .  565 

Mentioned .  064 

Barnwell,  John  G.  Mentioned .  309,310 

Barr,  William.  Mentioned .  432,433 

Barrett,  George  W.  Mentioned .  21,  73,  94, 118, 125, 127, 134, 114, 154  ( 

Bartlett,  A.  M.  See  A.  M.  Bartlett,  Brig. 

Bartlett,  Henry  A.  Mentioned . >•■'”*»  238 
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Barton,  William  B.  Mentioned .  770 

Bascomb,  Sherman.  Mentioned .  266 

Bat,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  15,  20,  46,  55,  58,  71,  82,  92,  93,  96, 105, 117, 126, 132, 133, 175 

Orders  for  movements .  77,  78,  86, 134, 136 

Battalion,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  557 

Bates,  John.  Mentioned .  648  649 

Baxter,  Captain.  Mentioned .  677 

Baxter,  Irvin  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bentley,  J.W .  737 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  229,  230,  430,  729 

Marchand,  J.  B .  4gg 

Mentioned .  229,  359,  428,  459,  479,  624,  679,  767 

Reports  of. 

Fair  Play,  Schooner.  Captain  of,  March  12, 1862  .  479,  480,  627 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  bark.  Cruise  of,  April  lO-.June  16,  1862. .  732-737 

Georgetown,  S.  C.  Blockade  of,  and  capture  of  schooner  Fair  Play. ..  479 

Prince  of  Wales,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  December  24, 1861 .  428 

Baynard,  Mr.  Mentioned .  353 

Beall,  Lloyd  J.  Mentioned .  842 

Bear  Bluff,  S.  C. 

Expedition  to.  See  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnaissances 
in,  pp.  463-465. 

Reconnoissance  to.  See  North  Edisto  River.  Reconnoissance  in,  p.  560. 

Beard,  Oliver  T. 

Mentioned . . .  478,491  556 

Report  of  opening  of  Wall’s  Cut .  ’  ’478 

Beard,  W.  A.  Mentioned . 

Beardslee,  George  W. 

Appointed  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes .  84 

Mentioned .  ^ 

Beattie,  Lucius  H.  Mentioned .  0IQ 

Beaufort,  C.  S.  S.  239,241,243 


421 


Arledge,  G.  H.,  appointed  to  command 

Mentioned . 

Seizure  of . 


.  182 

.  177,183,185,187 

„  ,  ^  __  „  „  .  .  101,120,121 

Beaufort,  N.  C.  Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from.  Report 

of  William  Earle . 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 

Affairs  in.  Reports  of 

Collins,  Napoleon  . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 349 

Occupation  of,  November  9,  1861.  Reports  of 
Anirnen,  Daniel  .... 

s.f . . 336  S 

Fulton,  C.  C .  .  ’ 

Sproston,  J.  Glendy  . 

Reconnoissance  to. 


338 


293 

337 


Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 
Report  of  John  P.  Gillis . 


Beaufort  Harbor,  S.  C.  Pilotage  and  police  of.  Order  of  Navy  Department, 
U.  S. . . . . . . . 

Beaufort  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in.  Report  of  Charles  O 
Boutelle  . . 


351 

353 

438 

332 
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Beaumont,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Graves,  G.  W . . .  gg 

Porter,  D.  D . 49,  80,  88,  97, 112 

Extract  from  journal  of,  February  11,  18,  and  19, 1865  .  33 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 117, 126 

Report  of  operations  in  Appomattox  River .  8R  106 

Beauregard,  Fort.  See  Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C. 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  with  R.  Senmies .  192 

Mentioned .  191, 192,  312,  740 

Bedell,  Edward.  Mentioned .  75g 

Bedon,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  307-309,311 

Beers,  James  R. 

Mentioned .  761 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Wave,  April  19,  1862 .  760 

Belgium,  U.  S.  Minister  to.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  II.  S.  483,  626 

Belknap,  George  E.  Mentioned . .  117 

Bell,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson .  709 

Mentioned .  644,  657,  708-710,  753,  765 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  Whale  Branch,  South  Carolina,  December  18, 

1861 . .  413 

Bell,  T.  I.  Mentioned . 314,317 

Bell,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  187 

Belle,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 .  779,780 

Belle,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  22,  54,  71,  93, 110, 117, 123, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Belle  of  the  Bay,  Brig.  Mentioned .  229,  393 

Belligerent  rights.  Withdrawal  of,  from  Confederates  by  Great  Britain  and 

France  .  161 

Bellone,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Movements  of .  467,  468,  489 

Belvidere,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  288,  342,  573,  581,  593,  644,  690,  764,  765 

Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  442,  538,  590,  675,  676 

Ben  Dunning,  Brig.  Mentioned .  629 

Benham,  Andrew  E.  K. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany  . .  764 

Mentioned .  394,  775 

Benham,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . . . . .  702,  703,  713,  714,  747,  752,  754,  765 

Viele,  E.  L .  717 

Mentioned .  704,  716,  718,  722,  730,  731 

Benjamin  Adams,  Ship.  Mentioned .  171 

Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . .  20,  71,  93 

Bennett,  Captain.  Mentioned . 576 

Bennett,  George  R. 

Mentioned . 257 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida .  256 

Bennett,  John  W.  Mentioned .  21,  72,  83,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Bennis,  Spiro  V.  Mentioned .  480 

Bentley,  John  W. 

Mentioned . 734-736 

Report  of  operations  in  South  Santee  River .  737 

Benton,  L.  D.  Mentioned .  426,  677,  679 

Berberry,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  55,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 
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Bermuda,  Steamer.  Page. 

Capture  of .  797 

Mentioned . . . .  232,  330,  355,  437,  771,  804 

Berrien,  John  M. 

Mentioned .  4,  22,  01,  82,  85,  86,  95,  96, 105,  115, 131. 153, 155 

For  correspondence,  see  Nary  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of. 

Berry,  Captain.  Mentioned . 741 

Berry,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned . .  301-303 

Betts,  C.  B.  Mentioned . . . . .  314,  317 

Bibb,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Armament  requested .  329 

Mentioned .  551,  561,  585,  633,  688,  689,  710,  715,  717,  723 

Operations  off  Charleston,  S.  C .  814-817 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  266,  277 

Captures  made  by .  393-395,  402,  562-564,  718,  719 

Expedition  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida .  774 

Mentioned  218,  262,  292,  293,  320,  334,  348,  359,  371,  417,  427,  471,  472,  484,  487,507,541 , 
624,  631,  637,  658,  659,  707,  741,  759,  769,  773,  784,  785,  787,  792,  814,  816,  817 

Orders  for  movements .  392,  403,  482,  539,  562,  625,  657,  743,  764 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  roasts  of,  February  28  to  March  15, 

1862,  pp.  571,  573,  593. 

Bignonia,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  54,  71,  93,  117, 122, 126, 132 

Orders  for  movements .  434 

Bingham,  Henry.  Mentioned .  93, 117,  126, 133, 143,  153,  211 

Bingham,  William  W.  Mentioned... .  677-680 

Bird,  D.  B. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Harris .  050 

Mentioned . . .  646,  647;  649;  651 

Bird,  G.  E.  Mentioned . . .  833,  835  836  g38 

Bird,  JosiahN.  Mentioned .  g77  g7g 

Bisbie,  D.  T.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  835 

Bischoff, - .  Mentioned .  3gg 

Bishop,  Jane  A.  See  Jane  A.  Bishop,  Bark. 

Bishop,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  21  73  94  118 

Black,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ’  4gg  g47 

Blake,  Captain.  Mentioned .  ’  73g 

Blake,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  44-> 

Blake,  A.  Mentioned .  734  7gg  7g^ 

Blake,  Homer  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  444 

Mentioned .  21,  63,  72,  94, 117, 127, 133,  143,  243 

Reports  of. 

James  River. 

Operations  in .  g9 

Removal  of  obstructions  in .  444 

Blake,  John  S.  Mentioned .  93,"  1 17, 126, 133,’ i43,  153 

Blake,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned .  795 

Blanchard,  George.  Mentioned . : .  7g^ 

Blatchford,  John  T.  Mentioned .  g4g 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  348  300  508  522 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  225,  426 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  g71 
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Blockade  of  Southern  ports — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  380, 542,  771 

See  also  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  See  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  Captures  made  by. 

Chase  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  Percival  Drayton .  434 

See  Charleston,  S.  C.  Escape  of  steamer  Ella  Warley  into,  etc.,  pp.  4E7, 

458. 


Directions  for  running  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  797 

Persons  captured  on.  Treatment,  of .  407-410,  462,  484,  691,  815 

Search  for. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.  F .  351,366 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  212 

Porter,  David  D .  50, 57 

Reports  of 

Dunn,  Thomas  C .  89 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  212 

See  also  Cruise  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  pp.  470-473. 

Movements  of 

Communications  from 

Barney,  George  C .  565 

Belgium,  U.  S.  minister  to .  483,  626 

Bisbie,  D.  T .  835-837 

Blodgett,  Lorin .  379 

Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  to .  402 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  476 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co . .  838, 839 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at .  227 

Havre,  U.  S.  consul  at .  437 

Heyliger,  Louis .  831,833 

Hoyt,  William  D .  838 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at . 535 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at .  330,331,554,557 

Morgan,  George  D .  341 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at .  439,  440,  531,  562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  226,  227,  329,  330,  341,  347,  379,  395,  398, 

399,  401,  426,  437,  439,  440,  481,  529, 530,  535,  554,  557,  561,  564,  565,  626,  797 

New  York,  Superintendent  of  metropolitan  police .  441 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at .  543 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of .  828 

State  Department,  U.  S .  329,  355,  439 

Union .  628 

Wright,  H.  G .  461 

Report  of 

Drayton,  Percival .  461 

Missroon,  J.  S .  356 

Terry,  Alfred  H .  359 

Statement  of  W.  H.  Macdonald .  441 

Blodgett,  Lorin.  Mentioned .  379 

For  correspondence,  see  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade. 

Blunt,  Asa  P.  Correspondence  with  James  Parker .  167 

Blunt,  G.  W.  See  0.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Blunt,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence .  440 

Mentioned .  439 
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Blydenburgh,  Mr.  Mentioned .  268 

Bogert,  Jacob  W.  Mentioned .  332 

Boggs,  Charles  S. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Port  Royal  Harbor .  561 

Mentioned .  g23 

Boggs,  Ely  M.  Mentioned .  21  73 

Bohannon,  C.  B.  Mentioned .  187 

Bolton,  William  H.  Mentioned .  21 

Bonsall,  Edward.  Mentioned .  609  611 

Bonsall,  Eliza.  See  Eliza  Bonsall,  Ship. 

Bookter,  E.  F.  Mentioned .  314 

Boomer,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  30,  72,  93, 100,  117, 126,  133, 143 

Booth,  J.  Wilkes.  Mentioned .  123 

Borden,  Nelson  C.  Mentioned .  20  71 

Bordman,  Charles.  Mentioned . .  230  267 

Boston,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  524,  573,  576,  581,  586,  589,  593,  676,  703*  715 

Boswell,  George.  Mentioned .  776,  777 

Botany  Bay  Island,  S.  C.  Negro  colony  on .  431,  516,  520,  536,  540 

Boun,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  734 

Eoutelle,  Charles  O. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  258  474  585 

Mentioned .  22i  055 

260, 289,  306,  321,  323,  329,  388,  389,  399,  405,  406,  540,  561,  633,  715,  720,  814 
Reports  of. 

Beaufort  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in . . .  332 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  815-817 

Bowdoin,  Lloyd.  Mentioned .  Igy 

Bowen,  Wiles  L.  L.  Mentioned .  7-Q 

Bowers,  Theodore  S.  Mentioned .  476 

Box,  Mr.  Mentioned.. . ... .  ’496,’ 505," 506,  662 

Boxer,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  160,  162, 165, 168, 169 

Boyce,  W.  'W.  Correspondence  with  E.  J.  Arthur . . . . .  832 

Boyd,  William  Stokes.  Mentioned .  .  247 

Boyle,  William  A.  Mentioned .  344 

Bradbury,  George  H.  Mentioned... . 422  511-515 

Bradford,  A.  W.  See  Maryland,  Governor  of. 

Bradford,  John  S.  Mentioned .  19  993 

Bradford,  William  L.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . 177, 178, 180*  183 

Bradley,  George  W.  Correspondence  with  W.  Radford . ’. .  ’  142 

Bradley,  Walter.  Mentioned . 

Bragdon,  Charles  E.  Mentioned . 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 

Tucker, j.e . m 

Mentioned .  ' 

Special  order . 

Braine,  Daniel  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Green,  F.  M . 

Missroon,  J.  S . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 

Radford  W . ...W ! ! : f ! !  J ! ! f f  J "  128, 137 

P°rter’D  D . . . .  47^  108 

*  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy,  which  see. 
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Braine,  Daniel  L. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 117. 127, 133, 143,  232 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.  Operations  in .  42 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.  Casualties  on  U.  S.  8.  Pequot,  resulting  from 

attack  on .  31 

Bravo,  C.  M.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,  660 

Bravo,  Cristobal.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,  660 

Braziliera,  U.  S.  bark.  Orders  for  movements .  819 

Breese,  K.  Randolph. 

Correspondence  with 

Radford,  W .  130 

Ronckendortf,  William .  97 

Mentioned . : .  175 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River .  121 

Breese,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  218,224 

Breintnall,  John  H.  H. 

Mentioned .  759,  790 

Report  of  casualties  at  Seabrook’s  Island .  758 

Brennan,  B.  Correspondence  with  J.  Pallaky .  331 

Brennon,  J.  Mentioned .  94,118,127,134 

Brent,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with  R.  Semmes .  192 

Brian,  William.  Mentioned .  31 

Brice,  William  H.  Mentioned .  809 

Briggs,  George  W.  Mentioned .  171 

Bright,  Sarah  J.  See  Sarah  J.  Bright,  Schooner. 

Blinker,  Henry.  See  Henry  Brinler,  JJ.  S.  S. 

British  Consul  at  Charleston.  Mentioned .  620,773 

British  Consul-General  at  Havana,  Cuba.  Mentioned . 402 

British  Empire,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3, 1862  .  708-711,  723 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  333,  408 

Mentioned .  333,  407,  691 

British  Queen,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  28,  1862 .  479 

British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Mentioned .  333 

Broad  River.  Reconnoissance  in.  Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman .  402 

Brock,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  574 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  541 

Brooks,  John  A.  J. 

Mentioned  .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 150, 151, 154 

Report  of  seizure  of  property  in  Roanoke  River .  151 

Brown,  Mr.  Mentioned .  15 

Brown,  Charles.  Mentioned . - .  394 

Brown,  Charles  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned .  266 

Brown,  Henry.  Mentioned .  20,  72 

Brown,  J.  N.  Mentioned .  455 

Brown,  James  (Acting  ensign). 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  14 

Mentioned .  21,  72 

Brown,  James  (Quartermaster).  Mentioned .  .  116,  111 

Brown,  John.  Mentioned .  160,165,169 

Brown,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  488,834 

Brown,  Manus.  Mentioned .  235 

Brown,  T.  Mentioned . -  421 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  ®48,  649 

Bruggermann,  - .  Mentioned .  310 
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Bruner,  Elias  D.  Mentioned .  20,  72 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near.  Reports  of 

Batch,  George  B .  610 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  609 

Godon,  S.  W . 609 

Rhoades,  A.  C .  611 

Communication  from  C.  H.  Welles,  jr.,  concerning  harbor  of .  345 

Evacuation  of. 

Communications  from  T.  W.  Sherman .  572 

Report  of  Percival  Drayton . _  577 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

Communication  from  C.  C.  Fulton .  593 

Occupation  of  St.  Simon’s  Island .  590  606  607 

Occupation  of  batteries  on  Jekyl  Island .  592  606  607 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . ’  587’  585 

Reports  of 

Batch,  George  B .  590,591,595 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  598)  606 

Godon,  S.  W .  007 

Miller,  H.  W .  590 

Bryan,  William.  Mentioned .  9 ^9 

Bryant,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  705  §94  395 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with 

Dozier,  W.  G .  89g 

McBlair,  Charles  H .  ’  ’ 

Mentioned . 

. 842 

Buck,  Lyman.  Mentioned .  1S_ 

Buckingham,  Governor.  See  Governor  Buckingham,  U.  S.  S. 

Budd,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with 

.  412,433 

'  f,  \F .  343.101,646 

wright, w.g.... . . 

Death  of.  bee  Mosquito  hilel,  I  lorida.  Operations  in,  March  21— 22  1S6%. 
Mentioned . . .  ’  ‘ 

262,  359,  360,  404,  406,  431,  464,  466,  515,  545,  576,  632,  645-649,  651  657 
Reports  of. 

Albion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  25,  1861  .  362 

North  Edisto  River.  Recouuoissance  in,  January  4,  1862  .  463 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7, 1861  nSn 

Budd,  William.  . 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  554  587  729 

Mentioned .  524,  527,  553,  590,  632.  638,  698,  716,  728,  739,  407,  447^  44!)’  450 

Reports  of.  ’  ’  ’ 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  Expedition  to . 

St.  John’s  Bluff,  Fla.  Destruction  of  earthworks  on _ 

Buist,  Dr.  Mentioned . 

Bullard,  Joseph  A.  Meutioned . 

Bullis,  William  H.  Mentioned .  "  _ 

Bulloch  &  Co.  Mentioned. _ ........  ’ 

Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina.  . ^ 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  684 

Captures  made  in .  428,  445)  446>  547-550,‘737,'781,'793,'795,  800 
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Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina— Continued.  Page 

Operations  in,  April  2-12, 1862.  Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F .  094 

Nickels,  J.  F .  094 

Bult,  John.  Mentioned . .  742 

Bumford,  - .  Mentioned .  350 

Bunting  James  H.  Mentioned .  795 

Burch,  Walter.  Mentioned .  048 

Burcham,  George  E.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  8.  ship  Sabine  m 

rescuing  marine  battalion  from  IJ.  S.  transport  Governor .  245 

Burger,  William  L.  M.  Mentioned.. .  730 

Burke,  Edward.  Mentioned .  44 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Mentioned .  470  082 

Burritt,  S.  L.  Mentioned . 599,728,729,738-740 

Burrows,  R.  See  B.  Burrows,  Blockade  runner. 

Burt,  George.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,660 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

Corres4)ondence  with  J.  L.  Lardner .  026 

Mentioned . . . . .  23,  221 

Butt,  Walter  R.  Mentioned . .  185,187 

Byar,  Mr.  Mentioned . 090 

Byrne,  A.  C.  Mentioned . 228 

Bythewood,  Mr.  Mentioned . 389 

C.  K.  Lawrence,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  .  . _  796 

C.  Moore,  Schooner.  Mentioned . .  123 

Cactus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  18,  20,  54.  71,  9.3 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla . 109 

Cadwalader,  John.  Mentioned .  372 

For  correspondence,  see  Philadelphia,  Judc/e  of  U.  S.  district  court. 

Cahawba,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  421,  426,  512,  514 

Cain,  A.  H  Mentioned .  372,  400,  793 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B.  Mentioned . .  21,72,472 

Cambridge,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  71 

Orders  for  movements .  7 

Treatment  of  prisoners  captured  on  blockade  runners .  408-410 

Cameron, - .  Mentioned .  310 

Cameron,  Simon.  See  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Campbell,  - - .  Mentioned . 629 

Campbell,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  584 

Campbell,  J.  A  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  26 

Campbell,  Robert.  Mentioned .  235 

Campbell,  William  P.  A.  Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal 

battery  at  Oakley  Island .  842 

Canaday,  D.  S,  Mentioned .  307,  308,  310,  311 

Cannon,  James  S.  Report  of  relief  extended  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp  by 

U.  S.  transport  Delaware .  820 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S . 38 

Malvern,  U.  S.  S . 173-175 

Nyack,  U.  S.  S .  35 

Shawmut,  U.  S.  S .  36 

Yantic,  U.  S.  S .  36 
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Cape  Pear  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in — Continued.  Page. 

Casualties  resulting  from 

Engagement  with  Fort  Anderson .  31,  32 

Explosion  of  torpedo .  44 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  35 

Porter,  David  D .  24,  29,  30 

Schofield,  J.  M .  23,  27,  28,  30 

Temple,  William  G .  34 

Destruction  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chickamauga .  57 

Dismantling  of  captured  works .  57,  58 

Extract  from  journal  of  J.  C.  Beaumont .  32,  33 

Guns  found  in  evacuated  defenses  of . ; .  56 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Porter,  David  D .  5,  24-26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  34, 53, 57 

Schofield,  J.  M .  26 

Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L . . .  31,  42 

Chandler,  R .  59 

Newman,  L.  H .  63 

Phelps,  Thomas  S . . .  83, 173 

Potter,  Edward  E .  32 

Porter,  David  D .  16,  33,  35,  44,  45,  53 

Radford,  William .  172 

Stone,  Edward  E .  32 

Young,  George  W .  62,  70 

See,  also,  Wilmington,  X.  C. 

Cardenas,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Vice-Consul  at.  Mentioned .  401 

Carlsen,  F.  Mentioned .  309 

Carolina,  Steamer.  See  Kate,  Steamer. 

Caroline,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  736  737 

Carr,  B.  E.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pout .  659,  660 

Carter,  Barron.  Mentioned .  297 

Carter,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  379 

Carter,  William  J.  Mentioned .  455 

Casco,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  hy .  442 

Mentioned .  93,98,99,117 

Movements  of .  65  66 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla .  499 

Caswell,  Coast-Survey  steamer.  Fitting  of,  for  service  in  South  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron .  342 

Catawba,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gg9 

Catinat,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Movements  of .  4gg 

Cecile,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  724  785-737  796 

Ceres,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioued .  ’  ’20 

22,  54,  64,  71,  73,  93,  108, 110, 117, 126, 128, 133, 143, 154,  160, 163, 164 

Chadwick,  J.  Meutioned .  4^4 

Chadwick,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  21  70 

Chambers,  Alex.  Mentioned .  9gg  277 

Chambers,  James  S.  Mentioned .  ’  4Q4 

Chambers,  William  E.  Mentioued .  g54 

Chandler,  Ralph. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.D .  ^ 

Ronckendorff,  William .  q8 
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Chandler,  Ralph — Continued.  p 

Mentioned . 21,  72,  82,  94,  98, 118, 127, 134, 142, 144, 154, 160, 165, 168,  mi 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.  Operations  in .  59 

Janies  River.  Removal  of  obstructions  in .  gg 

Chapell,  Richard.  Mentioned .  44g 

Chapman,  John  H.  Mentioned .  21,  94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 151, 152,"  154,' 160, 165 

Charles  M.  Neal,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229  712 

Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  20 

^  72,  93, 115, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Charleston,  S.  C.  ’  ’  ’ 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  John  P.  Gillis .  460 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Blodgett,  Lorin .  379 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . .  549,  551;  644 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  360,  379,  691,  719 

State  Department,  U.  S .  355 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  365,  366,  371,  465, 466,  474,  506,  518, 

529,  530,  534,  551,  624,  625,  684,  693,  722,  744,  745,  759,  760,  783,  784,  798,  818 

Lardner,  J.  L .  ggg 

Reports  of 

Boutelle,  Charles  0 .  815-817 

Conroy,  Edward .  54g 

Du  Pont,  S.F . ..  803,814 

Gold8borough,  John  R . . .  636  ggg 

Lanier,  E .  34q 

Lardner,  J.  L . . .  361,  770 

Marchand,  J.  B .  7g4 

Parrott,  E.  G .  535,  545,  54^  817 

Senate  resolution  regarding  reported  inefficiency  of .  720 

See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 


Captures  made  off .  ggg 

707,  719,  763,  770,  778,  779,  780,  794,  796,  800,  809-811,  820-826 


Chart  showing  positions  of  blockading  vessels .  816 

Defenses  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Robert  E.  Lee .  829 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Robert  E .  g34 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  7g7 

Statement  of  Allen  Davis .  735 

Directions  for  running  blockade  of .  797 


Escape  of  steamer  Ella  Warley  into,  January  2, 1862. 

Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont . 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . 


Godon,  S.  W .  45g 

Escape  of  blockade  runner  Isabel  into.  Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  476 

Lardner,  J.  L.,  appointed  to  command  blockade  off .  624 

Market  prices  in .  546 

Panic  among  Spanish  inhabitants  of .  362 

Preparations  for  attack  upon.  Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S . .  820 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  See  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  U.  S. 

Chase,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 .  781,795 
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Chase,  W.  H.  B.  Mentioned . 421 

Cheshire,  Ship.  Capture  of,  December  6, 1861 .  390,  391,  445 

Chesnut,  John.  Mentioned .  190 

Chester,  Lewis.  See  Lewis  Chester,  Schooner. 

Chesterfield,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  734,736 

Cheves,  L.  Mentioned .  307,  311 

Chew,  Francis  T.  Mentioned . 298 

Chickahominy  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in. 

Communication  from 

Grant,  U.  S .  79,  81 

Porter,  David  D .  79 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  80 

Chickamauga,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of .  17,57,63,71 

Search  for .  53 

Chicopee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  19,  20,  22,  44,  54,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153, 155, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Orders  for  movements .  167 

Childs,  F.  L.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  826 

Chimo,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 100 

Orders  for  movements .  77 

Torpedo  arrangements  for. . .  _  92 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla .  109 

Chippewa,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  142 

Casualties  on  board  of,  February  18, 1865 .  32 

Mentioned .  20,  25,  33,  54,  63,  71,  93,  97-99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145,  155 

Orders  for  movements .  47,113 

Chisolm,  J.  Mentioned .  825 

Chisolm,  Robert.  Mentioned .  314 

Chisolm’s  Island,  S.  C.  Eeconnoissance  to,  December  17,  1861.  Report  of 

Isaac  I.  Stevens .  442 

Chowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter . 87 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  92  96  102  106 

Church,  Lucius  A.  Mentioned . 366 

Clark,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  7q- 

Clark,  John  P.  Mentioned . 26(5 

Clark,  N.  E.  See  V.  E.  Clark,  Schooner. 

Clarke,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  409 

Clarke,  William.  Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 118, 127, 133, 143, 154 

Clary,  Albert  G.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  767 

Clay,  Clement  C.  Mentioned . .  445 

Clematis,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  54,  72,  93,  95, 117, 122, 126 

Orders  for  movements . . .  7g 

Cleopatra,  French  frigate.  Loss  of .  292 

Cleverly,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  79q 

Clinch,  Fort.  See  Fort  Clinch,  Fla. 

Clinch,  General.  See  General  Clinch,  Steamer. 


300 


20,  64,  71,  93, 117,  12b,  133, 143, 154 


Clingman,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 
Clinton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 
Clitz,  John  M.  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  48  81  114 

Mentioned . .  .  . .  21,  72!  94*  117 
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Clyde,  William  P.  See  William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer. 

Clymer,  George.  Mentioned . 

Coal,  Supplies  of . 

Coast-Survey  Vessels. 

Detailed  to  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadror 
Operations  of.  See  Arago ,  Bibb,  and  Vixen. 

Cobb,  James.  Mentioned . 

Cobb,  W.  R.  w.  Mentioned . 

Coffin,  Peter  F.  Mentioned . 

Coghlan,  Jasper.  Mentioned . 

Cogswell,  William  S.  Mentioned. 


Page. 

.  518,519,648 

213,  229,  439,  558,  707,  740 


219,  221,  342 


.  37,44 

.  608 

.  429 

.  267 

Cohasset,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  on  79  no  117  19ft  .'qq',,, 

Coit,  Prince.  Mentioned . ^  ’  678 

Cole’s  Island,  South  Carolina.  Information  relative  to  Confederate  batteries 

on.  Report  of  George  B.  Balch .  475 

Colby,  Henry  B.  Mentioned . . . "'^,‘70, *82,  90,91 

Colkoun,  Edmund  R.  Mentioned .  71  qr  9^0 

Colletis,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  2gg 

Collins,  George  W.  Mentioned . 

Collins,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  fi_. 

Collins,  Napoleon.  0 

Correspondence  with 

w  '  F .  338’  559’  674’  741’  752>  753>  773>  783 

Gillis,  J.  H .  642,663,680,721 

Gardner,  J.  L . . . 

Sherman,  T.  W .  . 

Vjele.E.L .  ?52 

Mentioned . 

■**■**  -  --  --  -  -  -  .  .  -  -  -  -  ~  o2, 

320, 321,  323,  336.  349,  388,  500,  502,  558,  559,  642,  652,  653,  669,  673,  810 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.  Affairs  in . 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  10, 1862  . 

New  River.  Reconnoissance  in,  March  25, 1862 

New  and  Wright’s  rivers.  Operations  in . 

Savannah  River. 

Affairs  in . ; . . 

Confederate  ironclad  in . 

Operations  in . . . 641,'  653,  747 

l  nadilla,  U.  S.  S.  Damages  sustained  by,  and  ammunition  expended 

battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  ’  977 

Wright's  River. 

Operations  in .  ggy 

Protection  of  army  force  in .  g„ 

Columbia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  ,37  ,72 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ,7g 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gg7 

Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War.  Visit  of,  to  Hampton  Roads .  109,  110 

Commodore  Barney,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  54,  71,  81,  93,  342 

Orders  for  movements .  ^7 

Transfer  to  Potomac  Flotilla . . .  ,99 

Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  22, 54,  64,  71,  87,  92,  93,  96, 117,  126,  133, 143, 154, 175 

Wetmore,  Henry  S.,  appointed  to  command . . .  ,9 


809 

662 

654 

770 

668 


Purchased  under  the  name  of  Ethan  Allen. 
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V 

Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Gorringe,  H.  H.,  relieved  of  command .  89 

Mentioned .  20,  52,  54, 08,  71,  85,  93, 105, 117, 126, 132, 133, 143, 153, 176 

Orders  for  movements . 84 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned. . .  20, 54,  64, 69,  71,  93,  97-99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153,  342 

Orders  for  movements . HO 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B.  Mentioned .  26,27,173 

Conger,  David  G.  Mentioned .  88 

Congress,  U.  S. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Smalls  and  others .  824 

Messages  from  the  President  to,  recommending  votes  of  thanks  to  Flag- 

Officer  Du  Pont .  290,  616 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  291 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader,  officers,  and  crew  of  U.  S.  ship  Sabine .  248 

Conklin,  James  T.  Mentioned .  99 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  348,  372,  462, 549,  558,  633,  680,  738,  763,  764 

Orders  for  movements .  755,  808 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  6th,  524,  662;  7th,  494. 
Conroy,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  530,  550,  744 

Eason,  Henry  . .  682 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  425 

Smith,  Charles .  668 

Mentioned . .  529,  530,  547-550,  623,  666,  683,  719 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Information  concerning .  546 

Flash,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2, 1862 .  796 

Julia  Worden,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  and  destruction  of  schooner 

George  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa .  667 

Lydia  and  Mary,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  681 

Constellation,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  78 

Contrabands.  See  Fugitive  slaves. 

Cook,  William.  See  Glasgow,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at. 

Cooke,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  187 

Cooke,  James  W.  Mentioned .  182 

Cooms,  Henry  L.  Mentioned .  268 

Cooper, - .  Mentioned .  633 

Cooper,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  799 

Mentioned .  751 

Cooper,  Llewellyn.  Mentioned .  780 

Cooper,  S.  Correspondence  with 

Gatlin,  R.  C .  828 

Lee,  R.  E .  504 

Ripley,  R.  S . 828 

Trapier,  J.  H .  299 

Cooperative  Army  and  Navy  Movements.  Instructions  from — 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 214 

Scott,  Winfield .  220 

Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in. 

Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman .  412 
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Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in— Continued.  Pa!re 

Report  ol  Isaac  I.  Stevens .  ^ 

See  also  St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C.;  Port  Iioyal  FerVy,'s''c.‘  joint  'attack 
upon  Confederate  troops  at,  etc.,pp  446-456. 

Coquette,  Sloop.  Seizure  of,  April  3. 186°  „„„ 

Corbin,  Thomas  G.  . .  '°'’719 

Mentioned .  „  _ .  _ 

Report  ot  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  268 

Coiea,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  ’ 

Corrie,  F.  H.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  40o"Ind."is^ 

Corwin,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer.  Mentioned . ’  171’ ons 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Cossack,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  *  4x8 

Cotton  Plant,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  138, 139, 148-152,161,  164  166 

Courier,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418*  4‘M 

Courier,  U.S.  ship  Mentioned . 212, *229, 561 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned . 


Cox,  J.  Mentioned 

Cox,  Jacob  D.  Mentioned . 

Coxetter,  Louis  M.  Mentioned _ 

Crafts,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 
Mentioned 


.  473 

.  171 

26,  53,  65,  67,  77, 100 
.  622 


74 


~  .  T  ""V."'; .  21,  72, 82,  93, 117, 126 

Craig,  James.  Mentioned . 

Crandall,  F.  H.  Mentioned . . . ’’.’.'."21,' 72," 94,' 117*133, 143 

Crane,  Lemuel  G. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  788 

Mentioned  -  -  -  - .  .  779,  788>  799  802 

Report  oi  capture  of  schooner  Belle,  April  26, 1862  .  789 

Craven,  T.  Augs.  Report  of  depredations  committed  upon  Florida  light¬ 
houses  . 

Crawford,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned . 

Crawfoid,  Joseph  T.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  British  consul-general  at. 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa . 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont . 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  C.  C.  Pinckney,  May  6, 1862 . 

Crews,  Mr. 

Correspondence  with  R.  G.  Mays . 

Mentioned . 

Crews,  John.  Mentioned . 

Crews,  John  E.  Mentioned . 

Crocker,  A.  C.  Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens .  724 

Crocker,  F.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  74g 

Croft,  Ed.  Mentioned . 

Crooker,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  93  717 

Crowell,  Levi. 

Mentioned .  87^ 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11, 1862 .  872 

Crowley,  R.  O.  Mentioned .  7q2 

Crowninshield,  William  W.  Mentioned .  32 

Crusader,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  up  South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  April  29, 1862 .  789-792 


207 

12 


769 

774 

810 

800 

696 

697 
319 
319 
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Crusader,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  Paff; 

Mentioned .  20,  55,  71,  207,  376,  517,  533,  536,  540,  603,  675,  685,  686,  714,  726,  815 

Operations  in  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina .  520, 521,  560,  676,  757-759 

Orders  for  movements .  ^23, 

Cuba,  Captain-General  of.  Mentioned .  362 

Cullen,  Sarah.  See  Sarah  Cullen,  Schooner. 

Cumberland  Island.  Condition  of  batteries  on.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill .  830 

See  also  Fernandina,  Fla.  Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 
Cumberland,  IT.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  296 

Orders  for  movements . - . 

Cunningham,  Major.  Mentioned . . . . 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861  .  282,  283 

Condition  of .  3^ 

Cruise  of,  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  to  New  York .  354 

Mentioned .  218,  224,  254-256,  260,  262,  278,  285,  343,  348 

Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  November  9, 1861 . 336-339 

Orders  for  movements .  215,  347 


Currituck,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . . 

Curtis,  Caleb  A.  Mentioned . 

Curtis,  Henry  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Mentioned . 

Cushing,  William  B. 

Mentioned . :  -  -  -  - 


558,  603 
554 
.  283 


.  86 

21,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133,  143, 154, 160, 165 

.  17,21,22,42,72,150,173,174 


Report  of  expeditions  to  Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and 


6,  1865  .  5 

Cushman,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  504 

Cuthbert,  Mayland.  Mentioned .  256 

Cuthbert,  W.  H.  Mentioned . . . . — .  317 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

D.  Maloney,  Brig.  Mentioned .  229 

Dacy,  Lord.  Mentioned .  640 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  12 

Porter,  D.  D .  55 

Mentioned .  55,127,147,157 

See  also  Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of. 

Dale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  345,  346 

Expedition  to  Bailey’s  Island,  South  Carolina,  January  10-12,  1862  .  475 

Mentioned....  214,  359,  387,  392,  393,  406,  427,  534,  631,  675-677,  684,  703,  715,  773,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  685,  686,  688,  720 

Reconnoissance  in  South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  December  26  and 

27, 1861  . •. .  436 

Reconnoissance  of  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South 

Carolina,  December  5-9,  1861 .  388-390 

Dalton,  Hamilton  H.  Mentioned .  185, 187 

Dalton,  William  R.  Mentioned. .  182 

Danby,  Robert.  Mentioned .  342 

Daniel,  Mr.  Correspondence  with  D.  Ainmen .  597 

Daniel  E..  Townsend*  Schooner.  Mentioned . 732 
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Page. 

Danninfelter, - .  Mentioned .  661 

Darien,  Ga. 

Expedition  to.  Report  of  A.  A.  Semrnes .  .  808 

Reconnoissanee  from  Brunswick,  Ga.,  to. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont . .  651 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F . - .  612 

Godon,  S.  W . .  613 

Darling,  Lucy.  See  Lucy  Darling,  Schooner. 

Darlington,*  IT.  S.  S. 

Expedition  in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  March  18-25,  1862  .  638-640 

Mentioned .  574, 

578,  580,  584,  594,  604,  605,  632,  635,  671,  686,  690,  705,  773,  799,  804,  805,  815 

Davidson,  Wilbur  S.  Mentioned . -• .  187 

Davis,  Allen.  Mentioned . 785 

Davis,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F . 255 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  206 

Mentioned .  260,  265,  268,  407, 

421,  422,  474,  491,  495,  515,  523,  526-528,  541,  542,  593,  594,  602,  621,  807, *814 

Reports  of. 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.  Sinking  of  stone  fleet  in .  422 

South  Atlantic  coast.  Measures  for  blockading .  195-206 

Wilmington  Narrows.  Reconnoissance  in,  January  26-28,  1862 .  523 


Davis,  Henry  C.  Mentioned . 

Davis,  Jeff.  See  Jeff.  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer. 


Davis,  Jefferson.  See  President  C.  S. 

Davis,  John  A.  Mentioned .  37 

Davis,  John  Lee. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  88,113 

Mentioned . - .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134 

Davis,  Nathaniel  R.  Mentioned .  21,71 

Davis,  William  G.  M. 


Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens 
Mentioned . 


Dawn,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements 


20,  54,  72,  93,  100, 117, 126, 133, 139, 143, 154,  768 
.  75,767 


Day,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 

Mentioned . 

Day,  Charles  W.  H.  Mentioned . 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Declouet.  See  Eennea  if  Declouet. 

De  Costa  affair. 

Communications  from 

Ammen,  Daniel . 

Bonham,  H.  W . 

Mays,  R.  G . 

Orders  and  instructions,  T.  II.  Stevens 


.  102 
.  118 
413, 414 


20,  52,  54,  72,  93,  117, 126, 132,  133, 141 
. . .  134 


697 

766 

696 

687 


*  Captured  Confederate  steamer. 
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.  695 

636,  693,  728 
.  36 


619 
609,611 
.  813 

•  763 
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De  Costa  affair — Continued. 

Proclamation  of  T.  H.  Stevens . 

Reports  of 

Arnrnen,  Daniel . • . 

Stevens,  T.  H . 

Dederer,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned . 

De  Ford,  Ben.  See  Ben  Be  Ford ,  Steamer. 

De  Ford,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Be  Ford,  U.  S.  transport  steamer. 

Dekle,  George  C.  Mentioned . 

Dalany,  Charles  H.  Mentioned. . 

Delano,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned . 

Delano,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 

Delaware,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp . 

Mentioned .  524 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  10,  ll,  20,  54,  72,  85,  92,  93,  1 17 

Orders  for  movements . . .  75  39  109 

Deloris,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  Ulg 

Delta,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 21,  54,  64,  72,  93,  99, 117,  126,  133, 143, 154-156,  160  165, 163, 169 

Orders  for  movements .  35 

De  Medicis,  Emanuel  J.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659  660 

Demill,  Peter.  See  Peter  Bemill,  Bark. 

Dennis,  John  (Acting  master's  mate).  Mentioned .  948  649 

Dennis,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  268 

Dennis,  John  S.  Mentioned . 793 

Dennis,  William  H.  Mentioned .  397,  575)  578j  597 

De  Saussure,  William  D. 

Mentioned  .  302-304,  306 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  311 

D’Estaing,  French  Steamer.  Mentioned .  10i 

Dexter,  S.  L.  Mentioned . 

Diak,  John  S.  Mentioned . 

Dickinson,  Philemon.  Mentioned . 

Dictator,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  „  -  < 

r.  ,  „  ,  .  3,  t>4, 62 

Orders  tor  movements . 

Digard,  Maurice.  Mentioned  . .  .  ’  g4 

Dill,  Joshua  H.  Mentioned . 

Dillon, - .  Mentioned . 

Dil worth,  William  S. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  21-22,  1862  651 

Dix,  John  A.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department  U.  S . * .  342 

Dixie,  C.  S.  privateer.  See  Success,  Schooner. 

Dobbin,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Mentioned .  812 

Dockray,  William  P.  Mentioned . ~  ’  ’  . . sno  " 

Dolly,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  . 1KA’ 1oer 

Donegal,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Donnelly,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . 

Donelson,  D.  S. 

Correspondence  with  James  Jones . 

Report  of  engagement  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.'  January  1, 1862 


.  355 

570,  587,  768 


694 

266 

830 


150, 165 
173 
31 


454 

453 


Known  also  as  U.  .8.  Picket  Boat  No.  4. 
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Dorchester,  Ga.  Expedition  to.  April  25-27, 1862.  Page. 

Casualties .  777 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  775 

Goldsborough,  J.  R. .  776 

Quimby,  Samuel  F . 777 

Semmes,  A.  A .  776 

Dornin,  Thomas  A.  See  Naval  station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Commandant  of. 

Doughty,  Isaac  T. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659 

Mentioned .  602,  644,  659,  660 

Dove,  Bark.  Mentioned .  510 

Dow,  Robert  C.  Mentioned .  758 

Dowd,  William  F.  Mentioned .  834 

Downes,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  584 

Downes,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  at  Fernaiulina,  Fla .  630 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pout .  597,  601,  693 

Mentioned .  543,  574,  576,  577,  593,  738,  785 

Reports  of. 

Albert,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  1, 1862 .  794 

Fernandina,  Fla.  Attempt  to  save  burning  bridge  at .  579 

Glide,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  19, 1862 .  763 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of .  544 

Dozier,  William  G.  Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  826 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  843 

Dram,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  188 

Drayton,  Fort.  See  Fort  Drayton,  S.  C. 

Drayton,  J.  E.  Mentioned .  302,  307 

Drayton,  Percival. 

Correspondence  with 

Budd,  T.  A .  412,433 

Downes,  J .  630 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  320,  403,  442,  573,  601,  635,  671,  717 

Haggerty,  F.  S .  444,  565 

Rockwell,  John  E .  691 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P .  578 

Stevens,  T.  H .  690,  705,  739 

Wright,  H.  G .  461 

Detached  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  and  ordered  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  .  334 

General  orders .  434 

Mentioned . 214,  264,  287,  319-321,  334,  382,  387,  388,  392,  393,  404,  407,  421,  425, 

430,  443,  460,  488,  554,  570,  574,  584,  585,  587,  598,  601,  630,  748,  799,  804,  805 
Reports  of. 

Ellen,  U.  S.  S.  Firing  upon,  in  Skull  Creek .  433 

Fernandina,  Fla. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  666 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of . 576,578,604,605 

Fingal,  Steamer.  Rumored  return  of,  to  Savaunab . -  -  -  -  461 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Fernandina,  Fla .  604 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in 

December  17-21,  1861 .  405 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 .  272-274 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  Reconnoissances  in, 

December  5-9, 1861 .  388 
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Drayton,  Percival — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C.,  and  tributaries.  Reconnoissances  in,  November 

25-28, 1861  .  321 

St.  Mary's  River.  Operations  iu,  and  return,  by  flag  of  truce,  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Holland  and  others .  590 

Trading  vessels.  Restriction  of  sale  of  intoxicants  on .  741 

Tybee  Roads.  Operations  iu .  442,444,556 

Drayton,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Trapier,  J.H .  299 

War  Department,  C.S .  827 

Mentioned . 288,  293,  299,  311,  353,  505,  506,  538,  541,  828,  832 

Reports  of. 

New  River.  Reconnoissance  in . 505 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861  . . .  299,  300 

Drew,  Jeremiah  D.  Mentioned . 699 

Dubignon, - .  Mentioned .  633 

Dudley,  Governor.  See  Governor  Dudley,  Steamer. 

Dudley,  Thomas  H.  See  Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Dumbarton,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  48,  54,  57,  63,  67,  72,  82 

Orders  for  movements .  68,  69 

Proposition  to  turn  over  to  Army .  76 

Duncan,  Charles  L.  Mentioned .  283 

Duncan,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  560,  766 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  458,  488 

Mentioned .  566,  567,  664,  680,  700,  734^  767 

Dungan,  William  W.  Mentioned .  343,  638,  716 

Dunham,  David  R.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,  660 

Dunn,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter  . .  50 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 171 

Report  of  search  for  blockade  runners .  89 

Dunning,  Ben.  See  Ben  Dunning,  Brig. 

Dunnington,  John  W. 

Mentioned .  182,185,187 

Report  of  condition  of  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  No.  2 .  478 

Dunovant,  Richard  G.  M. 

Mentioned .  299-301,  304-306,  317-319,  834 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  314 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  223 

Appointed  to  command  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  208  209 

Circular  regarding  movements  of  vessels  against  Fernandina,  Fla .  571 

Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Daniel .  or. 

• .  2o4, 

277,  336,  431,  450,  464,  506,  516,  712,  743,  748,  751,  804,  805,  807 
Bache,  A.  D .  207 

Balcb  G.  B  .  435, 475, 512, 514, 515, 714, 726 

Bankhead,  J.P .  3 

Barnes,  J.  S.,  et  al . 

Baxter,  I.  B .  229,  230,  m,  430,  479,  627,  729,  732,  736 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Beers,  James  R .  760 

Bonham,  H.  W .  702,  703,  713,  714 

Boggs,  C.  S .  561 

Boutelle,  Charles  O .  258,  332,  474, 585,  815 

Budd,  T.  A .  280,  343,  361,  401,  463,  646 

Budd,  W . . .  554,587 

Collins,  N .  277,  338, 559,  668,  674,  687,  741,  747,  752,  753,  770,  773,  783 

Couroy,  E .  530,  550,  744 

Cooper,  G.  H .  799 

Crane,  L.  G .  780,  788 

Creighton,  J.  B . . .  . .  769,  774,  800 

Crocker,  F .  746 

Davis,  C.  II .  255,  422,  523 

Doughty,  Isaac  T .  659 

Downes,  J .  579,580,597,601,693,763,794 

Duncan,  James  M . 560,  766 

Drayton,  P .  272,320,321,388, 

403,  405,  433,  442,  444,  461,  556,  573,  576-578,  590,  601,  604,  605,  635,  671,  717 

Florida,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court .  642 

Forbes,  J.  M . 725 

Gardner,  A.  S .  558 

Gillespie,  W.  T .  819 

Gillis,  J.  P . .  257,274,351,353,366,372, 

400,  438,  445,  460,  465,  468,  470,  482,  487,  537,  539,  552,  560, 567,  570,  656,  664 

Gillmore,  Q.A .  469 

Godon,  S.W .  257,276, 

351,  366,  458,  509,  511,  562,  607,  609,  613,  615,  633,  672,  688,  700,  704,  755,  802 

Goldsborough,  J.  R .  217, 

342,  344,  362,  366,  471, 472,  621,  625,  636,  644,  666,  683,  723,  744,  776,  788,  802 

Haggerty,  F.  S .  229, 248,  332 

Hancock,  G .  357,  358 

Harris,  T.  A . - .  651,  655 

Heffron,  Thomas .  809 

Heslop,  M .  809 

Hunter,  D .  118,  722 

Irwin,  John .  731 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  335 

Lanier,  E . .  340,  391,  395, 397,  474,  621,  692,  727,  756 

Lardner,  James  L .  228,  254,  275, 

340,  361,  362,  403,  603,  623,  624,  630,  631,  641,  652,  684,  707,  759,  770,  781,  782 

Lelar,  Henry .  799 

Lenthall,  John .  740,  813 

Le  Roy,  William  E .  484,  507,  536,  588,  592,  627,  632,  674,  678,  798 

Light-House  Board,  Secretary  of .  582 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  187 

Mauton,  B.  D .  533 

Marchand,  J.  B .  Hlj  159, 532,  624,  784, 818 

Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of .  658 

Mather,  S.W .  412,443,566,647 

Menam,  F.  . .  7^8 

Mills,  W.  A . 378 

Missroon,  J.  . .  222,  231, 255, 

325,  326,  344,  355,  363,  365,  369,  378,  382,  401,  407,  410,  415,  419,  420,  424,  519 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Morgan,  G.  D . 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  743,  774 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  206  207  210 

212-217,  222,  226,  227,  201,  294,  328-331,  333,  341,  347,  348,  360,  374,’  376,’  379,’ 
395,  399,  401,  407,  415,  417,  426,  437-439,  457,  462,  467,  477,  481,  489,  508,  522, 
529,  535,  550,  554,  557,  558,  561,  564,  565,  583,  602,  616,  621,  622,  626,  634,  670, 
671,  690,  691,  707,  710,  719,  740,  755,  766,  774,  782,  792,  797,  808,  820,  822,  823 

Newcomb,  Henry  S .  281 

Nicholson,  J.W.  A.  218,  245-247,  282,  392,  457,  516,  602,  643,  709,  710,  723,  753,  764 

Nickels,  J.  F .  530,620,624,625 

Parrott,  E.  G . .  284,  334,  371,  390,  445,  506, 

512,  514,  529,  534,  535,  543,  545,  548,  549,  551,  558,  760,  783,  784,  795,  810,  821 

Pattison,  T. .  534,788 

Philadelphia,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court .  564 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S . g03 

Prentiss,  George  A .  7g7 

Purviance,  H.  Y .  411  529 

Reynolds,  J.  G .  233, 238,  566,  568,  631,  658’  659 

Reynolds,  William  H .  4^3 

Rhind,  A.  C .  507,  520,  536,  540,  560,  676,  686,  745,  758,  759,  790,  791 

Ringgold,  C .  236,  238, 244,  247,  254,  335,  360,  403 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P .  266,  267,  269,  382,  385,  392,  396,  448,  595,  647,  725,  731 

Rodgers,  John .  255,  324,  428,  469,  482,  491,  492,  494-499,  501,  502 

Rosa,  Rudolph .  ’  -9g 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor,  et  al .  659  660 

Sartori,L.C .  ’  33g 

Seinmes,  A.  A . 

’  .  74o 

Sherman,  I .  W  . . .  216,  220,  287,  319,  324,  352,  364,  367,  368,  371,  376,  383,  384,  386 
387,  390,  402,  412,  421,  426,  434,  435,  437,  446,  467, 478, 483,  485,  486,  493,  496^ 
498,  499,  500,  526,  532,  538,  555,  556,  567-571,  597,  603,  670,  673,  684,  701,  702 

Steedman,  C .  277,392,  394,539,563,625,657 

Stevens,  Isaac  I . .  . 

Stevens,  T.  H .  "  ’  *  9g^ 

343,  466,  496,  583,  586, 587,  599,  615,  631,  638,  640,  672,  686,  697,  716  728 

Stone,  Josiah  .  ’  _ 

Temple,  W.  G .  .  . 

Trundy,  G.  A .  3g5 

Truxtnn  W.  T  . .  436,  533,  675  6g5  6gg  72Q 

Upton,  Daniel  P  . 

Upshur,  J.  H  .  518,  gg!  772  77g 

Watmongh,P.G .  282,283,347,488,706 

w  671,714,723 

Williamson,  J.  C  ...  ”11  "IT* ”  __ 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Mayor  of .  ’ 

Woolsey,  M.  B . ^ 

Wyman,  R.  . . . "  ! f6’  ™ 

Departure  of,  from  . 

New  Yo°rkR°ad8  V688elS  °f  S°Uth  AtlaBtic  Blockading  Squadron .  230, 259 

. . .  9 1  H  910 

General  orders .  0,0  ’ 

.  218,  28b,  381,  484,  532,  546,  778 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  195,  210,  212,  217,  219,  222,  221,  236, 

239,  240,  242,  243,  246,  256,  283,  285,  286,  288,  290,  291,  294,  296,  297,  300,  302, 
305,  328,  329,  312,  344,  354,  360,  367,  374,  375,  377,  381,  414,  425,  445,  452,  453, 
458,  459,  466,  467,  474,  481,  484-486,  508,  510, 545,  552,  554,  562,  583,  585,  593, 
594,  617,  630,  635,  650,  711,  717,  718,  721,  730,  767,  771,  796,  809,  818,  822,  824 


Nomination  as  Hag-officer  confirmed  by  U.  S.  Senate .  670 

Reports  of. 

Active,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26, 1862 .  778 

Admiral,  Ship.  Capture  of,  December  12,  1861  .  397 

Albatross  and  Madgie,  U.  S.  steamers.  Arrival  of,  in  Port  Royal 

Harbor .  759 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 

Affairs  in .  349 

Occupation  of,  November  9, 1861 .  336,  338 

Belle,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26, 1862 .  779 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of  schooner  by . - . .  402 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for . - . .  212 

Blockading  fieet.  Additional  vessels  captured  by . .  718,  737 

Blockading  instructions.  Modifications  of .  426 

British  Empire,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3, 1862  .  708 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near .  609 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of .  598,  606 


Bull’s  Bay. 

Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  in . . .  547 

Operations  in .  394 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of .  303,  814 

Blocking  of  harbor  of .  421,  512, 513, 514 

Cotton.  Seizure  of .  400 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  ot .  347 

Darien,  Ga.  Reconnoissance  from  Brunswick,  Ga.,  to .  612 

Dorchester,  Ga.  Expedition  to,  April  25-27,  1862 .  775 

E.  J.  Waterman,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  30,  1861 .  369 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer.  Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  J2, 

1862: . : . .  457 

Fernandina,  Fla.  Operations  against,  and  occupation  of .  573 

Florida,  U.  S.  S.  Cruise  of,  January  7  to  February  11, 1862  .  470,  472 

Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.  Bombardment  and  capture  of,  April  10-11, 1862 ....  730 

Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah,  Ga.  Information  received  from  deserter 

regarding .  482 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  S.  Cruise  of,  January  12  to  March  28,  1862  ....  479 

Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of .  598 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.  Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from .  232,  246 

Immortality  H.  B.  M.  S.  Presence  of,  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  357 

Isabel,  Blockade  runner.  Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C .  476 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.  Cruise  of,  March  29-April  25, 1862,  and  cap¬ 
ture  of  schooner  Success .  977 

Lida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  1, 1861  .  372 

Light-houses.  Condition  of,  on  Southern  coast .  692 

Mabel,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  15,  1861 .  34» 

Mars,  Sc.  ooner.  Capture  of,  February  5,  1862 .  536 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  10,  1862  . ---------  810 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Operations  in .  345,  648,  6o5,  783 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in, 

December  17-21,  1861 .  404 

North  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in . . . .  520 

Reconnoissance  in 

December  24-29, 1861  . . .  430 

February  23-28, 1862  . 560 

Nuestra  Sefiora  de  Regia.  Spanish  steamer,  seizure  of .  376 

•  Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia. 

Reconnoissance  in .  395 

Patroon,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C .  798 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.  Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C., 

May  13,  1862  .  820,  824 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Arrival  of  United  States  vessels  at .  741 

Battle  of,  November  7, 1861  .  261-266 

Preparations  for  expedition  against .  259 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.  Attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  anil  clear¬ 
ing  of  Coosaw  River .  447,  450 

Prince  of  Wales,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  December  24,  1861 .  428 

Release  and  Relief,  U.  S.  storeships.  Movements  of .  706 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship.  Condition  of .  445 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.  Occupation  of . . .  604 

St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C.,  and  tributaries.  Reconnoissances  in,  Novem¬ 
ber  25-28,  1861  . . .  320  321 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  Reconnoissance  of, 

December  5-9,  1861 .  3gg 

St.  John’s  River.  Operations  in .  604  747  783 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.  Condition  of . . .  490 

St.  Mary’s  and  St.  John’s  rivers.  Operations  in .  588 

St.  Simon’s  Sound.  Operations  in,  March  17-20, 1862 .  633 

Sarah  and  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Schooners.  Capture  of .  800 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  11, 1861  393 

Savannah  River.  Obstructions  at  entrance  to .  447 

Seabrook’s  Island.  Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862 .  757 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  665 

Shawsheen,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  230 

Skiddaway  and  Green  islands.  Abandonment  of,  and  affairs  in  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga .  ggg 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  358,  427;  495,  430  533  771 

Necessity  for  more  vessels .  706 

.  209,213,218,223 

Measures  for  blockading . 195-206 

South  Edisto  River.  Expedition  up,  April  29,  1862  .  789 

Southern  ports.  Blockade  of . . . ’  . . .  ’  '3g()  g49 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from,  May  11, 1862  811 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia. 

Occupation  of,  November  24, 1861  .  395 

Reconnoissance  of .  ^ 

Washington,  D.  C.  Return  of  marine  battalion  Vo"  ”  ’  '  ’  ” _* !  "  ‘ ' '  657 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Reconnoissance  of,  December  5-6, 1861. ..  382  384 
Wave,  Schooner.  Pon+nY./.  a — n  t.*  - 


Organization  of. 
South  Atlantic  coast. 


Capture  of,  April  19, 1862 . ’  761’ 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  raKe- 

Reports  of. 

Wilmington  Narrows.  Joint  recounoissance  in,  January  26-28, 1862  ..  522 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers.  Recounoissance  in,  January  17  to  February 

°  18,1862  .  491>502 

Wyman,  R.  II.,  and  Drayton,  Percival.  Orders  issued  to .  334 

Resolution  of  thanks  to,  by  Congress,  IV  S . - . •  291 

Vote  of  thanks  to,  recommended .  290>  616 

.  XII  X12 

Durham,  James.  Mentioned .  ^  ’ 

Dutch  Gap,  Va.  Depth  of  water  in .  13,14,15 

Dwyer,  Patrick.  Mentioned . - .  *J" 

E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  up  South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  April  29,  1862 .  /89-792 

Gillis,  James  H.,  relieves  Foster,  William  J .,  of  command .  642 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and  clearing  of 
Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861- January  2, 

1862  .  446-456 

Mentioned _  470,  482, 491,  495,  499,  653,  654,  668,  669,  674,  680, 687,  74o,  7o3,  773,  815 

Operations  in  Wright’s  River,  South  Carolina .  559,  663,  721 

Orders  for  movements . -  - ; . 499,  497,  630,  752 

Recounoissance  in  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  17 

February  18,1862  .  496,501 

E.  J.  Allen,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  2-’9 

E.  J.  Waterman,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  November  30, 1861 . 

Mentioned .  ^ 

Eagan, - .  Mentioned .  m 

Eagle,  F.  P.  Mentioned . * . 

Earle,  William. 

Correspondence  with  ^ 

Hedger,  William . 

Roberts,  D.  . .  ^ 

Sowerby,  J.  J . 

Reports  of.  „ 

Beaufort,  N.  C.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac  at . 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of  officers  and  crew  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  48 

Loss  of,  February  15,  1865 . 

Eason,  Henry.  _  547-550,  681,  682,  796 

Mentioned . - . 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary . - .  ^ 

Easters,  James.  Mentioned . 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  ^  gog 

Limits  of .  in  13  49  222 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . .  ’  ’  ’  4?3 

Eaton,  William  B.  Mentioned . .  "" 

Economist,  Steamer.  Mentioned.. .  ’  ’  ’ 

Economist  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  3Q7 

Eddings,  J.  E.  Mentioned . 

Edenfield,  J.  A.  Mentioned.... .  lg? 

Edinborough,  H.  B.  Mentioned . . 547-550 

Edisto,  Sloop.  Destruction  of,  February  14,  1862  . -  -  -  •  ^ 

Edisto,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina.  .  Q  n  p  t  yio 

Strength  of  Confederate  force  on.  Communication  from  8.  . 
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Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Support  of  army  forces  on. 

Communication  from  Thomas  Welsh .  (575 

Reports  of 

Rkind,  A.  C .  (57(5 

Trnxtuu,  W.  T .  (575 

Edith,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ."01,  305 

Edward,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  510 

Edward’s  Ferry,  N.  C.  Seizure  of  property  at .  159 

Edwards,  Oliver  E.  Mentioned .  300 

Effort,  Coal  ship.  Mentioned .  229 

Eggleston,  E.  T.  Correspondence  with  R.  J.  Townes .  189 

Egypt  Mills,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  118-152, 161, 164, 166 

Eldridge,  Joshua  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  75 

Mentioned .  11,20,72,93,117 

Eldridge,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  93,  117. 126,  133  143 

Elizabeth,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  February  14,  18(52  .  547-550 

Elizabeth  English,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 229 

Eliza  Bonsall,  Ship.  Mentioned .  441,531,532,628,629,838 

Ella  May,  II.  S.  Army  steamer.  Expedition  into  Nfeuse  River .  64,65 

Ella  Warley,  *  Steamer. 

Escape  oi,  into  Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  2, 1862  .  457  458  476 

Mentioned .  379,  380‘ 399f  439.441, 

513,  531,  545,  551,  628,  630,  644,  724,  784,  787.  796,  831,  833,  835,  836,  838,  839 

Ellen,  U.  S.  S. 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing  of 
Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861-January  2 
„  .  .  -  i46-456 

MdltlOIieCl  ....  mm  m  m  ......  ....  .... 

320,  407,  427,  444,  460,  483,  540,  553,  632,  686,  698,  728,  739,  748,  773,  790,  815 

Operations  in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida .  638-640,  699,  738 

Orders  for  movements . . .  ^33’ 

Iteconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862  522-529 

Woolsey,  M.  B.,  appointed  to  command . . . ’  797 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March  U> 

18G2,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  580,  583,  587,  588,  593, 598-600,  604,  615. 

Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Brig.  Mentioned. ..... .... ......  ....  990  930  879  jnn  709 

Elliot,  Smith  &  Co.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Elliott,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Elliott,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  . 

Elliott,  Stephen,  Jr. 

t-,  4-  r  i  j.4.1  j.  i  ...... ......  301,  304,  30o,  314—31 1 , 319 

Report  of  battle  ot  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861  317 

Elliott,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned  . . 

Elliott,  William  (Dr.).  Mentioned . 

Elliott,  William  (Private).  Mentioned . 

Elliott,  William  St.  George.  Mentioned 

Ely,  Alfred  B.  .  4&1 

Correspondence  with  E.  Q.  Fellows . 

Mentioned .  . 

Ely,  William  G.  Mentioned .  .  71f 

Emerald,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 

Emery,  George  R.  Mentioned .  .  ^ 

■ . . . . . . .  . “ .  283 


Formerly  Isabel. 
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Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship.  Page. 

Capture  of,  March  IS,  and  recapture  from  prizecrew,  March 21, 1862.  635-638,  719 

Mentioned. .  481,815 

Emma,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  *736 

Emma,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  305 

Emma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  5,  20,  38, 55, 72,  93, 117, 122, 126 

Enitna  Henry,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  145, 155 

Emmons.  George  F.  Mentioned .  471,473 

Empire,  Brig.  Mentioned .  076 

Empire  City,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned.  378,  573,  575,  581,  593,  677,  708,  761,  780 
English,  Earl. 

Mentioned .  21,  73,  94, 118,  127, 134, 144,  765 

Reports  of. 

Roanoke  River.  Operations  in .  I25 

Scuppernong  and  Alligator  rivers.  Operations  in  . -  - .  13 

English,  Elizabeth.  See  Elizabeth  English,  Schooner. 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  37, 46,  55,  58,  72,  87,  93, 107, 109, 117, 126,  133, 135, 143, 154 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  (,2,  63,  70 

Orders  for  movements . 28,  75 

Epsilon, t  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,  72,  93, 1 17, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Ericsson,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  734 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  4 '3 

Ethair  Allen,  U.  S.  S.  See  Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S. 

Etowah,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Eugenia,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . 

Entaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  52,  54,  63,  72,  93, 117,  120, 12b 

1 19 

Orders  for  movements . 

Evans,  William  E.  Mentioned . 190 

Evans,  John.  Mentioned .  -0,71,  93 

Evelyn,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned . 

Everglade,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 

Evins,  William  M.  Mentioned . 

Ewen,  Warren. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11,  1862 . . . : . 

Eytinge,  H.  S.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  II.  S . 

Palikp?  TJ.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  55,  72,  85,  86,  93,  96, 100,  117, ,122 

.  83,  9  / 

.  291,292 


825 

402 


330 
362,  438,  681 
.....  560 

.  811 


812 

770 


Orders  for  movements. 


Falls,  Dr.  Mentioned . 

Fair,  David.  Mentioned . 

Fairbanks,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B.  Mentioned . 

Fair  Play,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  12, 1862 . 

Mentioned . 

Falbin,  I.  E.  Mentioned . 

Fannie,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Fanny  Lee,  British  schooner.  Capture  of . 

Farragut,  D.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  F.  S . .  .  ’ 

.  .  .  /46, 80/ 

Mentioned . 


242 

.  705 

.  838 

479,  480,  627,  630 

.  543 

.  319 

.  473 

.  331 


Known  later  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp. 


t  Known  also  as  U.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  5. 
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Page. 

Farrand,  Ebenezer.  Mentioned . . .  698 

Farrar,  Frank.  Mentioned .  780 

Fawcett  &  Preston.  Mentioned .  535 

Fay,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  811 

Febiger,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  C.  L.  Franklin .  108 

Mentioned . . .  21-23,  50,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.  Convoy  of,  by  United  States  vessels .  109 

North  Carolina.  Confederate  rams  in  waters  of .  50 

Roanoke  River.  Operations  in .  107,123 

Feilberg,  Ulrik.  Mentioned .  151 

Fellows,  Enoch  Q. 

Mentioned .  726,757,758 

Report  of  reconnoissance  to  Seabrook’s  Island,  April  14,  1X62 .  742 

Fendall,  Philip  R.  Mentioned . 654 

Fenton,  William  M.  Mentioned . 755 

Ferguson,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  546 

Fernandina,  Fla. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  Percival  Drayton .  666 

Arrival  of  dispatches  and  prisoners  from,  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Report  of  E. 

Lanier .  594 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  403,  484,  539 

Condition  of  defenses  of.  Report  of  Charles  H.  McBlair .  840 

Downes,  .John,  appointed  to  command  at .  630 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  at.  Report  of  William  E.  LeRoy . .  507 

Evacuation  of.  Reports  of 

Hopkins,  E .  618 

Trapier,  J.  II . 617 

Operations  against  and  occupation  of 


Armament  of  defenses .  g78 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F .  ggO 

Fulton,  C.C .  593 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  602 

Wright,  H.G .  581 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  571-573,  580,  585,  587,  601 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  533 

Reports  of 

Downes,  John . 570 

Drayton,  Percival .  576,  578j  604,  605 

DuPont,  S.F .  573,598 

Stevens,  T.  LI .  g88 

See  also  Amelia  Island. 

Fingal,  Steamer.  Mentioned. ......  _ _ .......  ...  226  227  304  395  330  331 

359,  380,  415,  428,  434,  438,  442,  460,  461,  488,  538,  553,  556,  661,  771,  804,  828 
Fish,  Hamilton.  Mentioned .  r^0 

Fisher,  Steamer.  Seizure  of . . .  138,  439^  i48_i52;  159  494 

Fishing  permits .  '  116 

Fitzhugh,  T.  Mentioned . . .  ^ 

Fitzhugh,  William  H.  Mentioned .  . 266  280 

Fivey,  Alex.  Mentioned .  nJl, 

Flag,  TJ.  S.  S.  266’“77 


Abstract  log,  November  25  and  26, 1861 
Captures  made  by . 


.  363 

369,  370 


INDEX. 
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Flag,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Condition  of .  339,340 

Mentioned .  214,  260,  265,  341,  356,  359,  391,  392,  492,  501,  502,  530,  542,  813 

Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861 .  324-328 

Orders  for  movements .  401,  428, 482,  487 

Reeonnoissauce  in  Freeborn's  Cut,  Georgia,  January  7, 1862 .  468-470 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March  15, 

1862,  pp.  571,  573,  593. 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  635-638,778,779 

Mentioned .  348,  439,  471,  472,  519,  533,  543-545,  760,  773,  816,  817,  835,  836,  839 

Movements  of .  531,  620 

Orders  for  movements .  462,  518,  551,  722 

Upshur,  J.  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  G.  Temple  of  command .  518 

Flash,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2, 1862 .  795,  796,  810 

Florida. 

Affairs  in. 

Communications  from  Buckingham  Smith .  622 

Report  of  T.  H.  Stevens .  705 

Condition  of  light-houses  on  coast  of.  Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  692 

Expedition  to  coast  of.  See  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coast,  of, 
February  28  to  March  15, 1862. 

Information  obtained  from  deserters  from.  Report  of  S.  W.  Godon .  366 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  of.  See  reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 

Florida,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  596,724 

Florida,  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court  of.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du 

Pont . 642 

Florida,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  635-638 

Condition  of . 256 

Cruise  along  the  coast  of  Florida,  January  7  to  February  11, 1862 .  470-473 

Engagement  at  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  November  26, 1861 .  362 

Mentioned .  212,  225,246,348,349,355,356,359,371,414, 

427,  468,  624,  645,  666,  667,  682,  683,  723,  756,  773,  776,  777,  788,  799,  808,  815 

Movements  of .  218,  342 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15, 1862,  pp.  571,  573,  587,  593. 

Orders  for  movements .  344,  366, 621,  625,  744,  802 

Reconnoissance  of  Tybee  Island . 364 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  light — Batteries :  Marion,  618. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Marion  Dragoons,  619,  651. 

Infantry — Regiments,  3d,  651 ;  4th,  473,  617-619,  750,  751. 

Foote,  Andrew  H.  Mentioned .  541,807 

Foote,  John  F.  Mentioned .  171 

Forbes,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  725 

Forbes,  P.  S.  Mentioned .  725 

Forbes,  R.  B.  See  R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S. 

Foreign  consuls  in  Southern  States.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward.  362, 

489,  620 

Foreign  men-of-war.  Movements  of - -  3, 14,  357,  358,  362, 467,  468,  489,  620 

Forest  City,  Brig.  Mentioned . 440 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C. 

Capture  of.  See  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in,  pp.  23-38. 

Guns  captured  in . 
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Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C.  rage. 

Capture  of.  See  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861. 

Flag  captured  at,  presented  to  Wilmington,  Del .  623 

Fort  Clinch,  Fla.  See  Fernandina,  Fla.  Operations  against. 

Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  48,  51,  72,  93, 107, 117, 122, 126 


Orders  for  movements .  74, 119, 139, 147 

Fort  Drayton,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  naval  forces .  392,  393 


Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter,  forwarding  plan  of  attack  on .  19 

Fort  Jackson,  Ga. 

Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near,  May  11, 1862.  Reports 


of 

Crowell,  Levi,  et  al . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Condition  of.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill  . . 

Fort  Lee,  N.  C.  Guns  captured  in . 

Fort  Pulaski,  Ga. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of,  April  10—11, 1862. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Gillmore,  Q.  A . 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P . 

Condition  of.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill . 

Information  concerning.  Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Missroon,  J.  S . - . 

Lack  of  water  in . 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Benhain,  H.  W . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Gillmore,  Q.  A . 

Hunter,  D . . . . 

Report  of  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers . 

Reported  efforts  by  Confederates  to  relieve. 
Communications  from 

Beuliam,  H.  W . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . . . . 

Report  of  Egbert  L.  Viele . 

Fort  Strong,  N.  C.  Guns  captured  in . 

Fortune,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 

Fort  Walker,  S.  C.  Capture  of.  See  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
7,  1861. 

Foster,  Amos  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 

Mentioned .  20 

Foster,  Gustavus.  Mentioned . 

Foster,  Henry  H.  Mentioned . 

Foster,  William  J.  Mentioned  . 

Fox,  Gustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,  A.  D . 

Barnard,  J.  G . 

Dix,  John  A . 


812 

811 

830 

56 


731 

730 

730 

731 
830 

432 

432 

532 


.  702 

704,  722 
726 
.  722 

.  725 


.  713 

.  718 

.  717,718 

.  56 

. 418,421 

Battle  of,  November 


. .  110 

,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153 

.  187 

.  20,71,93,117,126,133,143 
.  447,448,501,642,654 


221,  224,  342 

.  68 

.  342 
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Fox,  Gustavus  V. — Continued. 

J  ago. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  212,  213,  230,  341,  379, 417, 477, 540, 822 

Fulton,  C.  C .  292,  499,  593 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . 291 

Grant,  U.  S . 59,62 

Halleck,  H.  W  . 130 

McKean,  W.  W .  090 

Morgan,  George  D .  341 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of . . .  . . .  224 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of . . .  66,  83 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of .  77,  78 

Pratt,  Nichols .  61 

President,  U.  S .  . 58 

Radford,  W .  51, 152, 153, 156, 157 

Rodgers,  John  .  340 

Scott,  Thomas  A .  219 

Mentioned .  61, 175,  207,  209, 259,  350,  477,  813, 814 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Mentioned .  146 

Reports  of. 

Davis,  Jefferson,  et  al.  Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads. . . . .  145 

Emma,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  off  Smithville,  with  U.  S.  S.  Sangamon  in 

tow .  55 

Frambes,  J.  See  J.  Frarnbes,  Schooner. 

Frances  Henrietta,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . ♦. .  418,474 

Frankie,  Jones. 

Correspondence  with 

McMahon,  M .  139 

Macomb,  W.  H . 138 

Moses,  J.  Clifton  .  139 

Mentioned .  123,  158, 163, 166 

Report  of  seizure  of  property  in  Roanoke  River .  158 

Franklin,  Charles  L. 

Mentioned . .  20, 107, 108, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Report  of  sinking  of  Confederate  floating  battery  in  Roanoke  River .  107 

Franklin,  William  B.  Mentioned .  807 

Fraser,  Jno.,  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with 

1  loyt,  William  D . 838 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S .  838 

War  Department,  C.  S .  .  r  839 

Mentioned .  680,  831 

Fraser,  Trenholm,  &  Co.  Mentioned . . .  .....  330,347 

Freckrall,  Charles.  Mentioned . 171 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Reach,  James  River,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  189 

Mentioned .  101,182,  185,187 

Freeborn’s  Cut,  Georgia.  See  Wilmington  yarrows;  or  Freeborn’s  Cut , 
Georgia. 

Freeman,  Lizzie.  See  Lizzie  Freeman,  Tug. 

French  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Mentioned .  535 

French  consul  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Mentioned .  467 

Fripp, - .  Mentioned . 319 

Fripp,  M.  W.  Mentioned .  319 
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Fripp,  W.  O.  P.  Mentioned . - . 

Fritzinger,  J.  G.  Mentioned .  33^ 

Frost,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  I  > .  ^ 

Radford,  W ... . .  119 

West,  W.  C  .  139 

Mentioned .  20,72,93,117,126 

Fry,  Mr.  Mentioned .  339 

Fugitive  slaves.  Correspondence  concerning .  44,210,221,293,336-339, 

349,  353,  388,  389,  392,  393,  400,  405,  406,  412,  416,  431,  463,  464,  475,  509,  516, 
520,  521,  536,  512,  614,  633,  634,  643,  689,  692,  727,  736,  756,  784,  785,  787,  832 

Fulton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  740,  769 

Fulton,  Alfred  S.  Mentioned .  83^ 

Fulton,  C.  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  292,  499,  593 

Fulton,  William  P.  Mentioned .  C64 

Fyffe,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned . . . . .  20,  71,  72,  87,  93,  117, 126,  133, 143 

G.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by . . . . .  760-763 

Mentioned . - .  516,  520,  604,  672,  673.  6'0,  770,  817 

Gaillard,  Peter  C.  Mentioned .  .  . . . . . . .  -  - . -  -  188 

Galatea,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . . . .  14 

Galena,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . - . . . : .  117, 126, 133, 143,  154,  820 

Orders  for  movements . . . - . - .  113 

Gamma,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  93,  99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154-156,  160, 165, 168, 169 

Orders  for  movements .  86 

Gansevoort,  Guert.  Mentioned . 3 

Gardner,  A.  S.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  558 

Gardner,  Edmund.  Mentioned .  809 

Garibaldi,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  532,623,629,710,723,774,806 

Garland,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,445,467,474 

Gatlin,  R.  C.  Eeport  of  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C . . .  828 

Geilfuss, - .  Mentioned . . . . .  309 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  hark. 

Captures  made  by . . . .  428-430,  459,  479,  480,  627-630 

Cruise  of. 

January  12-Marcli  28, 1862 . 479 

April  10-June  16,  1862 .  732-737 

Mentioned .  230,  359,  360,  361,  411,  427,  485,  624,  679,  680,  767,  773,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  229,  729 

General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  May  6,  1862...  800, 

810,811 

General  Clinch,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  321 

General  McClellan.  See  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  541,  629 

General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  18,20,54,72 

General  Ripley.  See  Island  Belle,  Schooner. 

General  Whiting,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  118 

General  Wright,  Brig.  Mentioned. .  593 

George  C.  Ross,  Brig.  Mentioned . .  629 

George’s  Creek,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  573,593 


*  Known  also  as  XT.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  3. 
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Georgetown,  S.  C.  Page_ 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  .T.  B.  Marchand .  459 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  DuPont .  360 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . .  335,  340,  343,  411,  624,  674,  729,  766,  767 

Marchand,  J.  B .  485 

Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B .  479,  732 

Le  Roy,  William  E .  678 

George  Washington,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  March  27,  1862 .  666-668 

Georgia. 

Affairs  in . . .  210 

Condition  of  light-liouses  on  coast  of.  Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont.. .  092 

Establishment  of  post-offices  on  coast  of.  Communications  from  S.  F. 

DuPont .  803 


Measures  for  Blockading  coast  of.  See  reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 


Places  on  coast  of,  in  possession  of  United  States .  399 

Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March  15, 1862. 
Communications  from. 

Ammen,  Daniel .  597 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  567, 569,  570,  580,  582,  586,  589,  601,  603,  615 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . .  602,  616 

President,  U.  S . 616 

Sherman,  T.  W . . .  567,  568,  571,  597 

Wright,  H.  G .  581,  586,  589 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  .566,  567,  568,  570-573,  580,  581,  583,  585, 586-588,  597,  601,  602,  603 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Mayor  of .  600 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 583 

Stevens,  Thomas  H . 594 

Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B . 590-592,595,610 

Downes,  John . 579 

Drayton,  Percival . . .  576,  578,  590,  604-606 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  573,  588,  598,  604,  606,  609,  612 

Fulton,  C.  C . 593 

Godon,  S.  W . . .  607,  613 

Hopkins,  E . 618 

Lanier,  E . 594 

LeRoy,  W.E . 592 

Miller,  H.  W .  592 

Reynolds,  John  G . - . - . -  568 

Rhoades,  A.  C . - .  Oil 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P . . . - .  578,595 

Stevens,  T.  H . - .  583-585,  599 

Trapier,  J.  II . - .  617 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillftry — Batteries:  Read’s,  301-304;  Chatham,  211. 

Infantry — Battalions:  4th,  301,302;  Regiments:  1st  ( Company  C,  Savannah 
City  Light  Guards),  469,  524,  553. 

Gettysburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  93, 117, 126, 133,  141 

Orders  for  movements .  85,88 


N  W  R — VOL  12 - 50 


882 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Gibbon,  Lardner.  Report  of  shipment  of  guns  to  South  Carolina .  837 

Gibbs,  P.  H.  Mentioned .  187 

Gibson,  - .  Mentioned .  527,528 

Gibson,  Chaplain.  Mentioned .  516 

Gifford,  O.  H.  Mentioned .  121 

Gilbert  Elliott  &  Co.  Mentioned .  159 

Gilchrist,  William.  Mentioned .  266,277 


Gill,  W.  G.  Report  of  condition  of  coast  batteries  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  to 


Fernandina,  Fla .  .  829 

Gillespie,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  90,  91 

Gillespie,  W.  T.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  819 

Gillett,  Simeon  P.  Mentioned .  99 

Gilley,  John  H.  Mentioned .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

Gillis,  James  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale .  642 

Mentioned . . .  642,  653,  789-792 

Report  of. 

Savannah  River. 

Confederate  ironclad  in .  663 

Reconnoissance  in,  to  ascertain  position  of  Confederate  ironclad..  680 

Wright’s  River.  Operations  in .  721 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . .  351,  366,  400,  438, 445,  465,  470,  482,  487,  537,  539,  560,  567,  570,  656 

Rodgers,  J .  468 

Mentioned .  214 

257,  262,  372,  401,  416,  428,  434,  443,  488,  539,  554,  570,  630,  661,  663,  665 


Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.  Reconnoissance  to .  353 

Freeborn’s  Cut,  Georgia.  Reconnoissance  in,  January  7, 1862 .  468 

Lida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  1,  1864 .  372 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 .  274 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Affairs  in . . .  554 


Information  from  deserter  regarding  defenses  of .  552 

Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  460 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  257 

Skiddaway  and  Green  islands.  Abandonment  of  batteries  on .  664 

Wilmington  Narrows  and  Turner’s  Creek.  Reconnoissance  in,  March 

26,  1862  .  ggj 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 

Correspondence  with. 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P .  796 

Wassaw  Sound,  Ga.,  Senior  naval  officer  in .  _  704 

Mentioned .  727 

383,  334,  435,  465,  468,  470,  491, 496,  498,  556,  700,  702,  703,  725,  730,  731,  755 

Special  orders . 

Gilpin,  Vincent.  See  Wilmington,  Del.,  Mayor  of. 

Gladiator,  Steamer,  Mentioned  ...................  366  367  373  380 

440,  442,  471-473,  531,  557,  562,  565,  628,  629,  680,  772,  833,  835,  836,  838,  839 
Glance,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  . .  20,  54,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 
Glasgow,  TJ.  S.  Vice-Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Department, 

.  227 

Glenn,  James.  Mentioned . .  552  553 

Glide,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  19, 1862  .  733’  753 
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Glisson,  O.  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department  U.  S .  59,  60,  65,  67,  80 

Parrott,  E.G . . . .  67 

Mentioned .  21,  73,  77,  82,  94,  118, 127, 134,  144 

Report  of  movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from  Hampton  Roads  60, 

65,66 

Godfrey,  John  W.  Mentioned . . .  397,  422,  438,  492,  539,  615,  635,  692,  799 

Godon,  Sylvanus  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Balch,  G.  B .  590,  591,  595,  610,  689 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F .  351,  511,  581,  615,  672,  704,  755,  802 

Le  Roy,  W.  E .  562 

Miller,  H.  W .  592 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . . .  224 

Semmes,  A.  A . 808 

Mentioned .  145, 155,  260,  262,  359,  367,  422,  457,  466,  475,  506, 

562,  563,  573,  598,  606,  607,  609,  612,  613,  633,  692,  693,  704,  714,  727,  788,  802 
Reports  of. 

Arrow,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  25, 1862  .  562 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near .  609 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of .  607 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  509 

Darien,  Ga.  Reconnoissance  from  Brunswick,  Ga.,  to .  613 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer.  Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  2, 


1862  .  458 

Florida.  Information  from  deserters  concerning .  366 

Mayflower  and  Peerless,  Steamers.  Assistance  rendered .  257 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S.  Damages  sustained  by,  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C  ..  276 

St.  Simon's  Sound.  Operations  in,  March  17-20, 1862  .  633 

Savannah  River.  Operations  in  and  near .  700 

Wassaw  Sound.  Departure  from  St.  Simon’s  Sound  for .  688 

Goff,  William  F.  Mentioned .  39 

Goldsborough,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Conroy,  E .  667,  681 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  217,  344,  366,  471,  621,  625,  644,  723,  744,  788,  802 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  638 

Missroon,  J.S .  348 

Nickels,  J.  F .  694 

Semmes,  A.  A . 776 

Smith,  John  S. ,  et  al .  256 

Mentioned .  344,  359,  422,  470,  472,  586,  587,  637,  676,  719,  788,  799,  802,  808 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  683 

Dorchester,  Ga.  Expedition  to,  April  25-27, 1862 .  776 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  British  ship.  Capture  of,  March  18, 1862 .  635,  636 

Florida,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  256,  342 

Cruise  of,  January  7  to  February  11, 1862  .  472 

Julia  'Worden,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  and  destruction  of  schooner 

George  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa . .  666 

Savannah  River.  Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of .  362 

Goldsborough,  L.  M.  Mentioned  .  568 
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Goldsborough,  Louis  M.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  B.  Gregory .  515 

Mentioned .  208,223, 

236,  213,  214,  285,  292,  355,  360,  409,  181, -529,  631,  656,  665,  707,766,782 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861  .  291 

Goliah,  U.  S.  Army  tug.  Mentioned. . , .  171 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  Jose.  Mentioned .  380 

Gooding,  Captain.  Mentioned .  678 

Gooding,  G.  H .  72 

Goodwin,  William  Wallace.  Report  of  value  of  sloop  Lida .  373 

Gordon,  Confederate  privateer.  Mentioned .  379,411,531 

Gordon,  Tug.  Mentioned .  356 

Gordon,  G.  H.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  116 

Gorgas,  Josiah. 

Mentioned . - .  837,  838 

Report  of  shipment  of  guns  to  South  Carolina .  838 

Gorman,  Lawrence.  Mentioned .  235 

Gormley,  Crawford  H.  Mentioned .  187 

Gorringe,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  81, 108 

Mentioned .  85,  89,  91, 117, 126, 133, 143, 160 

Gould,  John  H.  Mentioned .  501 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport  steamer. 

Charter  of .  223 

Mentioned .  658 

Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from,  byU.  S.  ship  Sabine,  November  1-3, 1861. 

Casualties .  235 

Communications  from 

Bradford,  A.  W . 252 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . .  238,  255 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  251 

New  York,  Common  Council  of .  250 

New  York  City,  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of .  248,  249 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  249,  251,  253 

Orders  and  instructions  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  247,248,  403 

Reports  of 

Burcham,  George  E .  245 

DuPont,  S.  F . . . ■_ .  232,  246,  "259 

Fulton,  C.  C .  293 

Litchfield,  C.  L .  244 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A . . .  245,247 

Reynolds,  John  G .  233-236 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  236,  239-213,  244,  247,  285 

Weidman,  John .  237 

Resolutions  of  thanks  of 

Congress  U.  S .  248 

Maryland,  General  Assembly  of .  252 

New  York,  Common  Council  of . : .  250 

Governor  Buckingham,  IT.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  54,  72, 118, 127, 141 

Governor  Dudley,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 628 

Gragg,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  86 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  93, 1 17, 126, 133,  143,  154, 160, 165, 169 

Graham,  Charles  K. 

Correspondence  with  J.  F.  Schenck .  n 

Mentioned .  6, 10-12 

Granite,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  20,  22,  54,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 151 
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Grant,  U.  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  50,62 

Ord,  E.  O.  C .  79 

Porter,  D.  D .  15,  79, 81,  83, 84, 88 

Radford,  William .  51,  57,  66 

War  Department,  U.  S .  4 

Mentioned .  3,  4,  8, 10,  48,  58,  66,  68,  69,  78,  97, 115,  158, 163, 189,  740 

Graves,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beaumont,  J.  C .  89 

Porter,  D.D .  Ill 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Gray,  Captain.  Mentioned .  576,654 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  Minister  to.  Mentioned . . .  227,228,637 

Great  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.  See  Ogeechee  Hirer. 

Great  Republic,  U.  S.  transport. 

Mentioned .  264 

Mutiny  on  hoard  of .  352 

Green,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Braine,  D.  L . - . . .  129 

Porter,  D.  D . — -  13 

Mentioned .  94, 118, 127, 128, 134, 144, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Green,  J.  Mentioned .  171 

Green,  James  G.  Mentioned .  20,  71,  93,  117, 126, 133,  143 

Green,  Tabor.  Mentioned .  266 

Green,  W.  R.  Mentioned .  780 

Green  Island,  Georgia. 

Confederate  fort  on .  396,  380 

Abandonment  of  battery  on.  See  Sleiddaicay  and  Green  islands,  Georgia. 

Greene,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  653 

Greene,  James  C.  Mentioned .  94, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Greene,  Nathanael.  Order  for  preservation  of  property  formerly  belonging 

t0 . .  583,  598 

Gregorie,  J.  W.  Mentioned . — . —  312 

Gregory,  Mr.  Mentioned .  160 

Gregory,  Francis  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  L.  Worden .  92 

Mentioned .  '8 

Gregory,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned . - . - . — -  267,457,709 

Gregory,  Samuel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . *  -  -  - .  515 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  459 

Mentioned .  497,  501,  524,  527,  654,  735 

Gridiron,  A.  Mentioned .  82° 

Griffin,  George  B.  Mentioned .  20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Grimball’s  Plantation.  Capture  of  battery  on.  See  South  Ediato  Hirer. 
Expedition  up,  April  29,  1862. 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton. 

Mentioned .  70,  82,  90 

Report  of  transmission  of  dispatches  to  W.  T.  Sherman .  ^90 

Grozier,  C.  W.  Mentioned .  788 

Grozier,  William  U. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter  . . 46 

Mentioned . . .  21> 73 
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Guerard,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  311 

Gunnell,  Francis  M. 

Mentioned .  334 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  279 

Guss,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  576 

Gwin,  William.  Mentioned .  409 

Hadden,  George  W.  Mentioned .  20,  71,  93,  117, 126, 133, 143 

Haffards,  William.  Mentioned .  492,  595 

Haggerty,  Francis  S. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Tybee  Roads .  565 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P .  444 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  229,  248,  332 

Mentioned . , .  213,  229,  259,  262,  284,  444,  671 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  ship  Yandalia  at  New  York .  328 

Hagood,  Johnson.  Mentioned .  188 

Hague,  Edrick.  Mentioned . 31 

Hahn,  Jacob.  Mentioned . 280 

Haldy,  Captain.  Mentioned .  582 

Hale,  E.  B.  See  E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Hale,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 720 

Mentioned . . .  719,  720,  759,  760 

Hale,  Kate.  See  Kate  Hale,  Schooner. 

Halifax,  Steamer.  Seizure  of . 164,165 

Hall,  Durham.  Mentioned .  749;  805 

Hall,  Sidney.  See  Sidney  Hall,  Steamer. 

Halleck,  H.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  136 

Mentioned .  146, 148, 152 

Hamilton,  James  A.  (Acting  ensign).  Mentioned . .  20,  72,  93, 117, 126 

Hamilton,  James  A.  (Private).  Mentioned .  319 

Hamilton,  John.  Mentioned .  673,  687,  704 

Hamlin,  Hannibal.  See  Vice-President,  U.  S. 

Hampton,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . . .  101, 185,  187 

Orders  for  movements .  480 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Guard  ship  in. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  446 

Reports  of 

Howell,  J.  C .  462 

Radford,  William .  444 

Movements  of  United  States  vessols  to  and  from. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of . 78 

Porter,  David  D .  14,  46,  47,  56,  76,  77,  83, 108, 109 

Reports  of 

Earle,  William .  43 

Glisson,  O.  S .  65,  66 

Howell,  J.  C .  404 

Nichols,  Ed.  T .  81,85,86,95,100 

Radford,  William .  115-147, 148, 152, 154 

Visit  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  to .  409  449 

Hanckel,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  347 


INDEX. 


887 


Hancock,  George.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  357,  358 

Mentioned .  357,  362 

Hand,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . - .  679 

Hanse,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  266 

Harcourt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned..  20,  54,  72,  93, 117, 126,133, 143, 154, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Hardee,  William  J.  Mentioned .  622 

Harden,  William  D.  Mentioned .  830 

Hargous,  P.  J.  Report  of  arrest  of  G.  W-  Lane .  6 

Hargraves,  Mr.  Mentioned .  756 

Harms,  H.  Mentioned .  307-309 

Harper,  H.  H.  Mentioned .  455 

Harrell,  Abram  D.  Mentioned . - .  20,71 

Harriet,  De  Ford,  U.  S.  transport  steamer.  Capture  of .  105 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  567 

Harrington,  Daniel  C'.  Mentioned . ---  609,611,612 

Harrington,  George.  See  Treasury  Department,  U.S. 

Harris,  John.  See  Marine  Corps,  TJ.S.,  Commandan  t  of  . 

Harris,  Thomas  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew .  651 

Correspondence  with 

Bird,  D.  B .  650 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  655 

Williamson,  J.  C . 649,650 

Mentioned .  280,649,655,  1 15,  <68,  <75,  <99 

Report  of  operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida .  769 

Harris,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . . . . . - . —  34,  48 

Mentioned .  ...  21,  36,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154,  160, 165, 168, 169 


Harrison,  Burton  N.  Mentioned . 

Harrison,  J.  J.  Mentioned . - .  - 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Hartstene,  Henry  J.  Mentioned . . . 

Hartt,  Edward  (?).  Mentioned . 

Harvest,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 

Harwood,  Chapman.  Mentioned . 

Haseltine,  Vessel.  Mentioned . 

Haskell,  Captain.  Mentioned . - . 

Hassler,  Ferdinand  R.  Mentioned . 

Hatfield,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 

Hathaway,  Henry  P.  Mentioned . 

Hathaway,  William  R.  Mentioned . . . . 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned . 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Consul-General  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  L.S . 

Mentioned . 

Haverland,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Havre,  France,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with 

U.S . 

Hawkins,  Charles  S.  Mentioned . 

Hawkins,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 

Hawley,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned . . - . 

Hayes,  Jacob  L.  Mentioned . 

Hayes,  James.  Mentioned . 

Haynie,  Hancock  H.  Mentioned . 


.  148 

.  314,317,319 

.  415,478,542 

.  541 

. . . .  814 

.  418,421 

. .  252 

.  725 

. .  150 

.  11 

.  242 

21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

.  240 

. .  471,473 

.  401 

.  402 

.  329,398,539,541 

.  732 

State  Department, 

.  437 

.  675 

.  151,152 

.  83 

21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

.  44 

21,72,  94,  117,127, 133, 143 
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Hays,  Peter.  Mentioned . - .  20,71 

Hazard,  J.  A.  See  J.  A.  Hazard,  Bark. 

Heape,  J.  Edward.  Mentioned . 309,311 

Heath,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned . . .  .  391 

Heaton,  D.  Mentioned .  107 

Heberton,  Edward  P.  Mentioned .  799 

Hedger,  William. 

Mentioned .  39 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.Merrimac,  February  15, 1865 .  38 

Heffron,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  809 

Heidenreich, - .  Mentioned .  309 

Helen,  Bark.  Mentioned .  379 

Heliotrope,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  7 

Helm,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  833,835,836,838 

Flemming,  Mr.  Mentioned .  640 

Henderson,  Alexander.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  95 

Henrietta,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Mentioned .  573,576,593 

Henry,  John  F.  Mentioned .  42 

Henry,  Patrick.  See  Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S. 

Henry  Andrew,  U.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of .  764,  768,  769,  775 

Harris,  T.  A.,  appointed  to  command .  651 

Mentioned .  348,  407, 


411,  415,  427,  434,  460,  570,  603,  605,  645-650,  743,  773-775,  783,  799,  815,  819 
Operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Opera¬ 
tions  in,  March  21-22, 1862. 

Orders  for  movements  . . .  392,  412,  438,  443,  566,  630,  655,  715 

Reconuoissance  in 


Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861  .  395-397 

Wrights  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  17-February  18, 

!862  .  494,  496-498 

Henry  B.  Metcalf,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  680 

Henry  Blinker,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  19,  20,  44,  54,  72,  93,  117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Movements  of .  235 

Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned  .  22,126,133,143  154 

Henry  Nutt,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  gg4 

Herald,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  42i 

Herald,  Skip  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  448 

Herald,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 772 

Hernandez, - .  Mentioned .  3g2 

Herrick,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter. . . .  75 

Mentioned .  21  73 

Herschaft,  James  F.  Mentioned .  475 

Hersey,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  50g 

Heslop,  M.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  809 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,22,54  72  172  173 

Hewitt,  James  S.  See  James  S.  Hewitt,  Schooner. 

Heyliger,  Louis.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  831  833 

Heyward,  William  C. 

Mentioned .  300-302,  306,  308,  309,  317 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  340 

Higginbotham,  George  B.  Mentioned . 
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Higgins,  R.  R.  See  B.  B.  Higgins,  Schooner.  Page. 

Hill,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned . 190,834 

Hill,  Lewis  R.  Mentioned .  187 

Hinckel,  Anton  C.  Mentioned .  700 

Hines,  William  A.  Mentioned .  11 

Hinson,  Captain.  Mentioned . . .  314 

Hoeg,  H.  H.  Mentioned .  601 

For  correspondence,  see  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Mayor  of. 

Hoke,  Robert  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Parker,  Francis  S .  188 

Tucker,  J.  It .  188, 190 

Mentioned .  65, 190, 191 

Holbrook,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  266 

Holland,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned  . .  589,  590,  605,  618,  619, 624 

Hollins,  George  N.  Mentioned .  897,843 

Holloway,  Captain.  Mentioned . 393 

Holmes,  George.  Mentioned . - .  297 

Holmes,  Lucy  C.  See  Lucy  C.  Holmes.  Schooner. 

Hone,  William.  Mentioned . 564,719 

Hood,  Robin.  See  Robin  Hood,  Ship. 

Hoover,  Henry.  Mentioned .  342 

Hope,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  705,773,782,799,815 

Orders  for  movements .  691 

Hopkins,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  D.  Ammen .  750 

Mentioned .  617,  751 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island,  Florida .  618 

Hopkins,  Joshua  W.  Mentioned . .  36 

Hornet,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat.  Mentioned .  185 

Hornsby,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  265,266,636,637 

Horton,  William  F.  Mentioned .  174,175 

Howard,  J.  Q.  See  St.  John,  Hew  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Howard,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Slaght .  120 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River .  120 

Howell,  John  C. 

Mentioned .  472,473 

Reports  of. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from .  164 

Request  of  General  Miles  for  guard  ship  in .  162 

North  Atlantic  Squadron.  List  of .  165 

Howland,  John.  Mentioned .  421 

Howie,  W.  R.  Mentioned .  42 

Howquah,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  20,  38 

Orders  for  movements .  49,  57 

Hoyt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20,  22,  54,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Hoyt,  William  D.  Correspondence  with  John  Fraser  &  Co .  838 

Hudgins,  Albert  G.  Mentioned .  187 

Huger,  Arthur  M. 

Mentioned .  307-311 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 . - .  308 


890 


INDEX. 


» 


Page. 

Huger,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  292 

Huger,  Joseph  A. .. . . 307,311 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  19,  20,  48,  52,  54,  72, 87,  93,  96, 117, 126, 133,  113, 154 

Movements  of .  71,  76 

Hunt,  James  P.  Mentioned .  473 

Hunter,  David. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  718,  722 

Mentioned .  377,  702-704,  713,  718,  725,  730,  731,  754,  766,  811,  820 

Huntington,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  238 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  77,92,100,211 

Huron,  IT.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  737,  738,  763,  794 

Grounding  of,  February  10, 1862  .  543-545,551 

Mentioned . 20, 25,  33,  37,  52,  54,  64,  72,  84,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145, 

154,  173,  174,  175,  631-635,  666,  693-695,  770,  773,  785,  795,  796,  810, 811,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  47,  77,  672,  693 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  574,  576,  577,  579,  580,  583,  587,  588,  593,  597- 
599,  601,  604,  605. 

Huse,  Caleb.  Mentioned .  835 

Huse,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 21 

Hutchinson, - .  Mentioned .  266 

Hutchinson,  David.  Mentioned .  228 

Hyde,  George  W.  Mentioned .  13 

Ida,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  500,553,555 

Immortalite,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  274,357,358,362,414 

Imperatrice,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

India,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  510 

Ingraham,  Dnncan  N. 

Assigned  to  duty  in  Charleston  Harbor .  829 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  840 

Mentioned . .  829,  843 

Intoxicants.  Restriction  of  sale  of,  on  trading  vessels .  741 

Iosco,  U.  S.  S. 


Mentioned .  20  25 

54,  64,  65,  67,  71,  72,  93,  107,  117,  126, 133, 143, 145,  154-156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River .  108, 149-151 

Orders  for  movements .  19,167 

Ireland,  William.  Mentioned .  404 

Irene,  Schooner.  See  Albert,  Schooner. 

Iroquois,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 209 

Orders  for  movements .  222 

Irwin,  John. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  731 

Mentioned .  267,  447-449, 598,  638,  705,  716,  730 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  20  54  72 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  steam  transport  Governor,  November  1-3, 1861. .  232- 

253,  259,  260,  293 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.C.,  November  7,  1861 .  282 

Capture  of  the  schooner  British  Empire,  April  3,  1862 .  708-711 

Mentioned . . .  224,  255,  256,  262,  263,  278,  284 

332,  354,  427,  653,  660,  693,  717,  748,  749,  751,  753,  773,  774,  799,  804,  805,  815 
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Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of .  723,  764,  765 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15, 1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  577, 583,  584,  587,  593,  598,  599,  601-603. 
Operations 

In  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  1-12,  1862 _  457 

At  St.  Augustine,  Fla . - .  643 

In  St.  John’s  River,  Florida .  806 

Orders  for  movements .  218,  516 

Reconnoissance  in 

Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina,  December  10-12,  1861 .  392 

Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina,  Decem¬ 
ber  5-9,  1861 .  388-390 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28,  1862 .  522-529 

Isabel,  Steamer.  See  Ella  Warley. 

Isherwood,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  814 

Island  Belle,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  31,  1861 .  428,  445,  446 

Mentioned . 379 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  472 

J.  A.  Hazard,  Bark.  Mentioned .  341 

J.  Frambes,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Jackaway,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  75 

Mentioned .  20,  72 

Jackson,  A.  Mentioned . - . - .  825 

Jackson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Jackson,  Georgia. 

Jackson,  John  P.  See  John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  L.  A.  Mentioned .  734 

Jackson,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  265,  266 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Ammen,  Daniel . 750 

Hopkins,  Edward . 750 

Wright,  H.  G .  581 

Report  of  J.  Glendy  Sprostou .  751 

Expedition  to. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F .  586 

Wright,  H.G . 586 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  586,  587 

Stevens,  T.  II .  129 

Reports  of 

Budd,  William .  138 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  588,  598 

Occupation  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  603 

Instructions  from  mayor  to  citizens  of .  600 

Report  of  T.  H.  Stevens .  599 

Sentiment  of  people  of .  6^2 

Withdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  116 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  Ill 


Known  also  as  General  Kipley. 
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Jacksonville,  Fla. — Continued.  Page. 

Withdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from. 

Reports  of 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A .  753 

Stevens,  T.  H .  728,  739 

See  also  St.  John’s  Iliver,  Florida. 

James  Adger,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  March  18, 1862  .  635-638 

Condition  of . 532 

Mentioned .  212,  218,  427,  429,  459,  485,  759,  773,  778,  785,  787,  810,  815,  818 

Orders  for  movements . . .  381,  411,  624,  784 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  581,  593. 

James  M.  Vance,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Confederate  vessels  destroyed  in .  101 

Confederate  vessels  seized  in.  Reports  of 

Breese,  K.  R .  121 

Howard,  John  B . 120 

Ord,  E.  O.  C .  120 

Parker,  James .  121,167 

Slaght,  James  C .  120 

See  also  Richmond,  Va.  Correspondence  relative  to  possession  of  Confederate 
naval  property,  etc. 

Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern .  175f  176 

Communications  from 

Eggleston,  E.  T .  189 

Grant,  U.  S .  51,59,62,88 

Mitchell,  John  Iv .  177 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  62 

Porter,  David  D .  55  ng 

Radford,  William .  46  57 

Memoranda  of  John  K.  Mitchell  on  relinquishing  command  in .  185 

Orders  and  instructions. 


Navy  Department,  U.  S .  13,  59,  60,  66,  67,  69,  77,  78 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of .  78 

Porter,  David  D .  4 

7,  23,  45,  46,  48,  51,  84,  85,  88,  89,  95,  97, 102, 108, 109-114,  115 

Radford,  William .  63  137 

Ronckendorff,  William .  gg 

Reports  of 

Blake,  Homer  C .  gq  ^4 

Chandler,  R .  gg 

Glia  son,  0.  S . .'".*"*60,65,66 

Mitchell,  John  K .  182  184 

Porter,  David  D .  ’  ^ 

Radford,  William .  6, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18,  41,  48,  66,  68,  78 

Ramsay,  Frank  M . 

See  also  Appomattox  River;  Chickahominy  River;  Richmond,  Fa. 

Prizes  captured  in,  vessels  entitled  to  share  in.  Report  of  William  Ronck¬ 
endorff  . 

Raising  of  Confederate  vessels  in.  Report  of  William  Radford .  124 

Removal  of  obstructions  from.  Report  of  B.  Maillefert .  138 

Sea  officers  on  Confederate  vessels  in .  ^87 
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James  River  Squadron.  Page. 

Destruction  of  vessels  of.  Order  of  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  191 

Sea  officers  in .  187 

Semrnes,  Raphael,  relieves  John  K.  Mitchell  of  command  of .  183-186 

James  S.  Hewitt,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Jane  A.  Bishop,  Bark.  Mentioned .  229 

Jane  Satterthwait,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Janes,  Henry.  See  Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Jeff  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  379,622 

Jekyl  Island,  Georgia. 

Condition  of  battery  on.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill .  830 

Occupation  of.  See  Brunswick,  Ga.  Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

Jenkins,  Dr.  Mentioned . . .  316 

Jenkins,  Oliver  L.  Mentioned .  12 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.  See  Light-House  Board,  Secretary  of. 

Jennings,  M.  W.  Mentioned .  113 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  21,  22,  54,  72,  91, 117, 122, 126, 133, 113, 154 

Orders  for  movements .  19 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  643,  666 

John  Randolph,  Ship.  Mentioned .  787 

Johnson,  Andrew  W.  Report  of  capture  of  British  ship  Cheshire,  December 

6, 1861  .  391 

Johnson,  Bartlett  S.  Mentioned .  187 

Johnson,  Jack.  Mentioned  .  378 

Johnson,  John  A.  Mentioned .  317 

Johnson,  Miller  H.  Mentioned .  666-668,  796 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.  Mentioned . 577,731 

Johnson,  Niels.  Mentioned .  632 

Johnston,  Albert  S.  Mentioned .  618 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  189 

Johnston,  Oscar  F. 

Mentioned .  298 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island  842 

John  W.  Anderson,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  345, 346 

Jones,  Mr.  Mentioned .  187 

Jones,  Cadawalader.  Mentioned .  301,  303,  305 

Jones,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  248 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke. 

Mentioned .  183,  295,  298 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island  842 
Jones,  James. 

Mentioned .  413,453,454 

Report  of  engagement  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.,  January  1, 1862  .  454 

Jones,  John.  Mentioned .  377 

Jones,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  832 

Jordan,  James.  Mentioned .  36 

Josselyn,  Francis.  Mentioned . - .  19,  20,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

Joyce,  - .  Mentioned .  319 

Jubilee,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511 

Judson,  J.  A.  Correspondence -with  Jones  Frankie .  158 

Julia  Usher,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  638 

Julia  Worden,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  27, 1862  .  666-668,  681,  682,  719,  793 

Jupiter  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  467,474 

Kane,  John.  Mentioned .  677 
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Kansas,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  20,  52,  54,  72,  94, 115, 117 

Orders  for  movements .  109 

Karnak,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  462,  628,  629,  774 

Kasson,  John  A.  See  Post-Office  Department,  U.  S. 

Kate,  *  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  519,  531,  532,  562,  564,  565,  596,  602,  603,  627-629,  646,  647 
Kate  Hale.  See  Success,  Schooner. 

Keene,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  266,  281 

Kell,  John  McIntosh.  Mentioned .  182,185 

Kelly,  Charles  V.  Mentioned .  564 

Kelly,  John.  Mentioned .  266,279 

Kelsey,  A.  Warren.  Mentioned .  648 

Kempff,  Louis.  Mentioned .  447,448 

Kempton,  William  L.  Mentioned .  778,779 

Kennard,  Joel  S. 

Mentioned .  295,297 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island.  842 

Kennea  &  Declouet.  Mentioned .  833 

Kennedy,  John  A.  See  Neio  York,  Superintendent  of  Metropolitan  Police. 

Kennett,  Ferdinand  S.  Mentioned .  187 

Kennon,  Beverly.  Mentioned .  186 

Kensington,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,421 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  552,  558,  798 

Orders  for  movements .  740 

Kerens,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  20,  72,  93, 117, 126,  133, 135, 143, 154 

Report  of  condition  of  inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C .  135 

Keyser,  Edward  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  75 

Mentioned .  20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  536,537,677-679 

Cruise  of,  March  29- April  25, 1862 .  677-680 

Mentioned .  20,  28,  30.  55,  72,  462,  478,  487,  530, 

533,  541,  562,  631,  652,  668,  670,  729,  732,  733,  746,  766,  767,  773,  807,  816,  817 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  3g 

Orders  for  movements .  5,  29,  45,  466,  484,  507,  627,  674,  798 

Reconnoissance  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida .  032 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March  15 
1862,  pp.  571,  573,  588,  592,  601-603. 

Kilty,  Augustus  H. 

Mentioned .  44  424 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke  at  New  York .  128 

Kimball,  Amos  S.  Mentioned .  qg 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  -^22 

King,  Mr.  Mentioned .  434  ggj 

King,  James  W.  Mentioned .  267 

King,  T.  Butler.  Mentioned .  315  334 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  473 

Kitchen,  John  S.  Mentioned .  344 

Kitchen,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  30p  544 

Knapp,  Shepherd.  See  Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  ship. 

Knox,  Mr.  Mentioned .  737 
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Kruge,  A.  O.  Mentioned .  153,160,165,169,171 

L.  C.  Richmond,  Ship  (Stone  lleet).  Mentioned .  418,421 

Lacy,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  235 

Ladies’  Boat,  Confederate.  Mentioned .  786 

Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  295,  786 

Lamb,  George.  Mentioned .  42 

Lamkin,  William  A.  Mentioned .  187 

Lamson,  Roswell  H.  Mentioned .  20,  265,  267,  577 

Landreth,  David.  Mentioned .  380 

Lane,  Mr.  Mentioned .  483,  484 

Lane,  George  W.  Mentioned . — .  6,16,23 

Lane,  George  W.  (Acting  master’s  mate).  Mentioned .  94, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Lane,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Lane,  Levi.  Mentioned .  346 

Lane,  William  Q.  Mentioned . . . .  242 

Langford,  G.  Y.  Mentioned .  413 

Langford,  J.  P.  Mentioned . 413 

Langford,  L.  M.  Mentioned .  413 

Langthorne,  Amos  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  49 

Mentioned . 20,71,93,116 

Lanier,  Edmund. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . . .  391,  395, 474,  621,  692 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  635 

Watmough,  P.  G .  728,  756 

Mentioned .  397,  403, 420,  572,  573,  593,  706,  744,  745,  760,  788,  801 

Reports  of. 

Admiral,  Ship.  Capture  of,  December  12,  1861 . .  397 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Baltimore  with  dispatches  and  pris¬ 
oners  from  Fernandina,  Fla .  594 

Flag,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  340 

St.  Simon’s  Island.  Negro  colony  on,  and  expedition  to  St.  Cather¬ 
ine’s  Sound .  756 

St.  Simon’s  Sound.  Operations  in .  727 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Appointed  to  command 

Blockade  off  Charleston .  624 

In  Port  Royal  Harbor . 623 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  B.  F .  626 

Collins,  N .  641,642,653,654,663 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  228,  254,  284,  340,  362,  403,  603,  630,  631,  684,  759 

Parrott,  E.  G .  656 

Sherman,  T.  W . 652 

Summers,  W.  H .  276 

Wells,  C.H .  653 

Detached  irom  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  781,  782 

Mentioned. ..  214,  254,  260,  262,  263,  344,  359-361,  365,  366,  371,  424,  471,  472,  480, 482, 
572,  625,  631,  666,  668,  674,  693,  695,  719,  722,  738,  743-745, 756,  760,  764,  782 
Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of .  361 

Vessels  captured  or  destroyed  off .  770 

Coquette,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1862 .  707 
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Lardner,  James  L. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Savannah  River.  Operations  in .  641,  652 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Damages  sustained  by,  and  casualties  on,  bat¬ 
tle  of  Tort  Royal,  S.  C .  275 

Lawrence,  C.  K.  See  C.  K.  Lawrence,  Schooner. 

Lawson,  Peter.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  149 

Lawton,  Mr.  Mentioned .  505,  506 

Lawton,  Alexander  R. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  827 

Mentioned .  300,  301,  827,  828,  834 

Report  of  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  828 

Lay,  John  L.  Mentioned . . 21,73 

Layton,  James  T.  Mentioned .  187 

Lazaretto  Creek.  Obstruction  of.  Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman  . ..  556 

Leake,  W.  D.  Mentioned . . .  455,456 

Lee,  Charles  C.  Mentioned . . .  834 

Lee,  Edgar  J.  Mentioned .  150, 151 

Lee,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Lee,  British  schooner. 

Lee,  Fort.  See  Fort  Lee,  N.  C. 

Lee,  Francis  D. 

Mentioned .  299,  307,  309,  353 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 .  312 

Lee,  Larkin  T.  Mentioned . . .  171 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.S . . .  423 

Mentioned .  176, 191,  433,  532,  541,  575,  617,  807,  829, 832,  837,  838,  842 

Reports  of. 

Confederate  service.  Mustering  State  regiments  into . .  833 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 .  299 

South  Carolina.  Need  of  guns  for  defense  of .  837 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia.  Occupation  of,  by  Federal  naval  forces, 

November  24,  1861  .  327 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers.  Federal  operations  in,  and  engagement  in 

Savannah  River .  504  595 

Special  orders .  g2g 

Lee,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  20  71  85 

Lee,  Sidney  S.  Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  J.  K .  2g2;  184 

Semmes,  Raphael .  4gg 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips.  Mentioned .  3  213 

Lee,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  ’  479 

Lee,  William.  See  William  Lee,  Ship. 

Leesburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gg2 

Legar6,  James.  Mentioned .  465  52l 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  249 

Mentioned .  66,  94,  98,  99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 152, 154, 156 

Orders  for  movements . 

Lehmann,  Theodore  F.  Mentioned .  73 

Lelar,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  799 

Lelar,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  7^ 

Lenapee,  U.  S.  S. 

Barnes,  J.  S.,  ordered  to  command . 

Mentioned... —  .  21,25  33  37  46 

53, 5o,  62,  70,  72,  94, 117,  126,  127, 133, 143, 154-156, 160, 165,168, 169,172, 174 
Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  59  gg  106  41g 
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Lenthall,  J ohn.  Pag0_ 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  740,  813 

Radford,  William .  124 

Mentioned . 75 

Leonardi,  Mathias.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,  660 

Leone.  Antonio.  Mentioned .  780 

Leonidas,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,421 

Le  Roy  William  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  484,  588,  627,  674,  798 

Godon,  S.  W . 562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 466 

Steedmau,  C . 562 

Mentioned .  530,  537,  631,  677,  729,  732,  760,  766,  767 

Reports  of. 

Fernandina,  Fla.  Arrival  off . . .  507 

Keystone  State, »U.  S.  S.  Cruise  of,  March  29-April  25,  1862,  and 

capture  of  schooner  Success .  678 

Mars,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  5,  1862  .  536 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Reconnoissance  in .  632 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.  Reconnoissance  of . 592 

Letcher,  John.  Mentioned .  836 

Lewis,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 418,419 

Lewis,  Chester,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 229 

Lida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  1,  1861 . .  372-374 

Liebenau,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned . 669,673 

Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association,  President  of.  Correspondence  with 

Cad walader  Ringgold .  249 


Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association,  Secretary  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  248 

Light-House  Board,  Secretary  of  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont _  335,  582 

Light-House  Board,  Superintendent  of.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont.  692 

Light-houses.  Depredations  committed  upon .  207,  216,  582,  692 

Lilac,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,  54,  72,  94, 117, 121, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Lilian,  U.  S.  S. 

Fitting  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Squadron .  10 

Josselyn,  Francis,  appointed  to  command .  19 

Mentioned .  20,  50,  72,  82 

Proposition  to  turn  over  to  Army . . . .  76 

Lilia,  Brig.  Mentioned . 638 

Litchfield,  C.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Cadwalader  Ringgold .  244 

Mentioned .  234,237,242 

Little  Ada,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,34,37,55,72,82 

Orders  for  movements . 74 

Little  Cumberland  Island.  Condition  of  light-house  on.  Communications 

from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  582 

Littlepage,  H.  Beverly.  Mentioned . - .  182,187 

Littlepage,  William  B.  Mentioned .  187 

Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet.  Expedition  to,  February  4  and  6,  1865. 

Report  of  W.  B.  Cushing .  5 

Livermore,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  143 

Liverpool,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  April  10,  1862 .  6/7,679 
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Liverpool,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S..  535 

Livingston,  George  B.  Mentioned .  20,  71,  93 

Livingston,  J.  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  481 

Lizzie  Freeman,  Tug.  Mentioned . . . .  11 

Lockhart,  Captain.  Mentioned .  680 

Lockwood,  John  L.  See  John  L.  Loci; wood,  U.  S.  S. 

Lockwood,  Robert  Warner.  (?  )  Mentioned .  833 

Lockwood,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned.. .  531,629,838 

Lomax,  L.  L.  Correspondence  with  R.  Semmes . .  191 

London,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S..  330,  554,  557 

Lopez,  Pilot.  Mentioned . : .  644 

Loring,  Dr.  Mentioned .  601 

Loring,  James.  Mentioned . - .  536 

Loring,  William  W.  Mentioned .  622 

Louch,  Abraham  J.  Mentioned .  106 

Louisa  Agnes,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . 408 

Lowry,  Reigart  B.  Mentioned . , .  82 

Loyall,  Benjamin  F. 

Appointed  commander  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  capture 

of  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter .  181 

Mentioned . 180 

Loyd,  John.  Mentioned .  283 

Lucas,  — — -.  Mentioned .  737 

Lucas,  J.  Jonathan.  Mentioned . 476 

Lucas,  William.  Mentioned .  735 

Luce,  Stephen  B.  Mentioned .  267,339,386,447-449 

Lucy  C.  Holmes,  Schooner.  Mentioned  .  736,  762 

Lucy  Darling,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  735 

Lund,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 32 

Lungren,  H.  G.  Mentioned .  578,  588 

Lydia  and  Mary,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  29,  1862  .  681-683,  719,  793 

Lynah,  E.  Mentioned .  306,  307 

Lyons,  Jer.  Mentioned .  31 

Lyons,  Lord.  Mentioned .  333,  407,  460,  490 

For  correspondence,  see  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

M.  A.  Schindler,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  44)4 

Mabel,  British  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  15,  1861 . .  345,346 

McArann,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  381 

Mentioned .  410 

McArthur,  William  M.  Mentioned .  730 

McBlair,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  617-620,  842 

Reports  of  condition  of  defenses  of  Feruandina,  Fla. . .  840 

McBlair,  William.  Mentioned .  187 

McBride,  John.  Mentioned .  43 

McCann,  William  P.  Mentioned .  165, 169,  243 

McCauley,  Edward  Y. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  487 

Mentioned .  530 

McClellan,  George  B.  Mentioned .  375;  807 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  247, 

566-569,  571,  573,  576,  583, 593,  654,  726 

McConnell,  Archibald  E.  Mentioned .  283 

McCorkle,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  344 
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McCulloch,  Hugh.  See  Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Page. 

MacDiarmid,  John.  Mentioned .  20,72,118,127 

McDonald,  Edwin  A.  Mentioned .  21,  72, 91, 118, 127, 133, 141, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Macdonald,  William  H.  Statement  of  movements  of  blockade  runners _  441 

McDonnell,  James.  Mentioned .  529 

McGilvery,  William.  Mentioned .  508 

McGinnis,  John.  Mentioned .  737 

McGlensey,  John  F.  Mentioned .  742 

McGowan,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 455 

McGuigan,  Patrick.  Mentioned  •. .  266,  277 

Machen,  E.  C.  Mentioned .  187 

McHenry,  John  H.  Mentioned . 463 

Machine  shops,  Floating.  Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont  regarding..  _  341 

Mclntire,  W.  J.  C.  Mentioned .  811 

McIntosh,  Acting  Master’s  Mate.  Mentioned .  646 

McKean,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.  V .  690 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  690,  691,  792 

Mentioned .  214,  222,  471-473,  643,  690 

McKeown,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  235 

Mackie,  J.  Walter.  Mentioned .  547-550 

Mackinaw,  Ship.  Mentioned . 786,787 

Mackinaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33,  37,  54,  63,  72,  81,  88,  94,  97, 117, 125, 126, 173, 174 

Operations  in  Appomattox  Fiver . 106 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  32 

Orders  for  movements .  49,80,112 

McKinley,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  265 

McMahon,  M. 

Correspondence  with  Jones  Frankie .  139 

Mentioned .  150, 152 

McMeekin,  Hayne.  Mentioned .  314 

McMichael,  Morton.  Mentioned .  380 

McNair,  Antoine  R.  Mentioned .  664 

Macomb,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

English,  Earl .  73, 103, 125 

Fehiger,  J.  C .  50, 107, 109, 123 

Frankie,  Jones . 138 

Hargous,  P.  J .  6 

Porter,  D.  D .  8, 16,  19,  20,  78,  87 

Radford,  W .  149, 161 

Renshaw,  R.  T .  135 

Rhind,  A.  C .  64,65,67,71,99 

Simmer,  E.  V .  103 

Thornton,  J.  S .  150 

Mentioned .  7,  8, 17,  19,  21,  44,  47,  49,  73,  75,  94, 

104, 115, 118, 127, 132, 134, 141, 144, 149, 154, 155, 160,  161,  163-165,  167,  169 
Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.  Raising  of .  75 

Chowan  and  Meherrin  rivers,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in .  102, 106 

Chowan  River.  Operations  in .  96 

North  Carolina.  Operations  in  waters  of .  22,  58,  75,  76,  92 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Disposition  of .  136 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  107 
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Macomb,  William  H.  -Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Roanoke  River. 

Construction  of  Confederate  ram  in .  87 

Seizure  of  property  in .  148, 149, 159, 161, 163, 164, 166 

Weldon,  N.  C.  Rumored  evacuation  of,  and  destruction  of  ram  at 

Edwards  Ferry .  116 

Slaves,  fugitive .  44 

Requests  to  be  relieved  from  command  in  sounds  of  North  Carolina .  144 

Madgie,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  759,  773,  816,  818 

Orders  for  movements .  630,  798 

Maffitt,  Eugene  A.  Mentioned .  319 

Maffitt,  John  N.  Mentioned .  295,  487 

Magnet,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  793 

Magraw, - .  Mentioned .  516 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  made  by . 142 

Mentioned .  94,98,99,117 

Movements  of .  65,  66 

Orders  for  movements .  69,102 

Maillefert,  Benjamin.  Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  James  River.  138 

Maine,  Governor  of.  Mentioned . 221 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments :  8th,  730. 

Majestic,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  See  Navy  Department  C.  S. 

Maloney,  D.  See  D.  Maloney,  Brig. 

Malvern,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  February  5  to  April  14,  1865  .  173-176 

Condition  of .  166 

Mentioned .  7,  8, 14, 16,  21,  25,  27,  29,  30,  32,  33,  35,  42,  44,  48,  49-51, 

53,  56,  72,  74,  76,  78,  80-82,  84,  87-90,  92,  94,  95,  97,  101,  102,  104,  109,  115, 
117, 119, 127, 132, 133, 142-144, 146,  147, 149, 152,  154-156,  160-162,  164-169 

Movements  of . : .  170, 172 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  45 

Orders  for  movements . 66,130,141 

Mangurn,  W.  B.  Mentioned .  182 

Mann,  A.  Dudley.  Mentioned .  835,  836 

Manton,  Benjamin  D. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  533 

Mentioned . 706 

Maratanza,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33,  37,  55, 57,  58,  62,  63,  70,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 174 

Orders  for  movements .  31  46  53 

Marchand,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Baxter,  I.  B . 435 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . .  411,  624,  784,  818 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . , .  737 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  334 

Mentioned .  430,  581,  759,  778,  807 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  734 

Georgetown,  S.  C.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  459 

Marcia,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  544 

Margaret  Scott,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . . .  5H 
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Maria  Theresa,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,421 

Marine  battalion.  Rescue  of.  See  Governor,  U.  S.  transport  steamer.  Rescue 
of  marine  battalion  from,  by  U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  November  1-3, 1S61. 
Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  658 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  209,  217 

Reynolds,  J.  G .  235 

Marion,  Chartered  steamer.  Mentioned .  512,514,573,581,740 

Marlow,  James.  Mentioned .  648 

Mars,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  5,  1862 .  536,537 

Martin,  Mr.  Mentioned .  814 

Martin,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  618 

Martin,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned .  264, 284,  285 

Martin,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  19,  21,  22,  44,  54,  72,  94, 110, 117, 133, 143, 154 

Martin,  William  E.  Mentioned .  300,454,455 

Martin,  W.  K.  Correspondence  with  R.  Semmes .  191 

Marvin,  William.  See  Florida,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court  of. 

Mary  E.  Thompson,  Brig.  Mentioned .  732 

Mary  Emily,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  411 

Maryland,  Bark.  Mentioned .  629 

Maryland,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  251 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  252,  253 

Maryland,  Legislature  of.  Resolution  of  thanks  of,  to  Cadwalader  Ring- 

gold  .  251-253 

Mary  Louisa,  Sloop.  Destruction  of,  March  27, 1862  . .  666-668 

Mary  Stewart,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1862 . .  734,736 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  10, 1862 .  809-811 

Mason,  Charles  T.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  177 

Mason,  George. 

Mentioned .  257 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida .  256 

Mason,  James  M.  Mentioned .  347,379,640,643 

Mason,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  187 

Mason,  William  P.  Mentioned .  187 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  733,  734,  751,  800, 810,  811 

Orders  for  movements .  755,799 


Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  2d,  138-, 
158. 


Massasoit,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  52,  54,  63,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 135, 143, 145, 154 

Orders  for  movements .  104 

Masters,  John  S.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659,  660 

Masters,  A.  Wallace.  Mentioned .  187 

Matanzas,  Fla.  Capture  of  schooner  British  Empire  at,  April  3, 1862 -  708-711 

Mather,  S.  W. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  412,  443,  566,  647 

Death  of.  See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Operations  in,  March  21-22,  1S62. 

Mentioned .  348,  395,  397,  407,  438,  460, 497,  570,  645-648,  651,  655,  Q57,  819 

Mathews,  John.  Mentioned .  734,  735,  737 

Mathews,  S.  H.  Mentioned .  238 

Mattabesett,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  44,  50,  54,  72,  94, 109, 116, 117, 123, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River .  W7 
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Mattair,  James  O.  Mentioned .  461,  635,  690,  705 

Matthews,  B.  Mentioned .  413 

Matthews,  John.  Mentioned .  413 

Maumee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21, 54,  63,  72,  94, 115, 117, 120, 124, 126, 133, 143, 147, 154,155, 176 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia .  121 

Orders  for  movements . 46,142,157 

Maxwell,  G.  Troup.  Mentioned . . .  738,  739 

Maxwell,  James  G.  Mentioned . . .  804 

Maxwell,  William.  Mentioned .  546 

Mayflower,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mohican .  257 

Reconnoissance  in  Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina .  413 

Mayo,  Henry  O.  Mentioned .  519 

Mays,  R.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Am  men,  Daniel .  597 

Crews,  Mr .  696 

Mentioned .  687,  696,  698,  712,  728,  806 

Mechanic,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  510 

Meens,  Dr.  Mentioned . .  353 

Meherrin  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb.  102,106 
Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman .  510 

Mentioned . jgy 

Melchers,  F.  Mentioned .  309 

Mellach,  Emanuel.  Mentioned .  ^  71 

Melvern,  Henry.  Mentioned . .  _  27^ 

Memminger,  Charles  G.  See  Treasury  Department,  C.  S. 

Memphis,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  638 

Mendota,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  46,  52, 54,  64,  72,  85,  94,  100, 117, 125, 127  131 

Movements  of .  81>  105, 130 

Orders  for  movements .  77  m 

Mercer,  Hugh  W.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  ’^7 

Merchant,  Robert.  Mentioned .  ~L\ 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  November  5,  7,  and  February  10, 1861  .  284 

Mentioned .  264,  561j  626,  668,  673,  707,  718 

Operations  in  Wright’s  River,  South  Carolina .  72i 

Reconnoissance  in  New  River,  South  Carolina,  March  25,  1862 
Meriam,  Frank  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Mentioned . . . 

Merriman,  J.  N.  Mentioned . 

Messenger,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S. 

Loss  of,  February  15, 1865  .  . 

Movements  of .  .  ’ 

Metcalf,  Henry  B.  See  Henry  B.  Metcalf,  Schooner. 

Meteor,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned  ' 

Miami,  U.  S.  S.  .  418’  419 

Mentioned .  21,  52,  54,  64,  72,  81,  88,  94, 117, 126, 132, 133, 141 

.  89,  97,  111,  134 


662 


--  798 

..  630 

759 
677-680 
..  510 


Orders  for  movements . 
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654 
235 
801 

.  592 

258,  260, 574,  606,  607,  612,  613 
.  151,160,165,168,169 

.  811 

.  378 

* .  357 

.  772 

.  296,297,308,315 


Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments:  8th,  412, 414, 755.  Pago. 

Middleton,  J.  I.,  jr.  Mentioned .  301 

Middleton,  London.  Mentioned . - . 

Midshipmen.  Appointment  of,  as  acting  masters  authorized .  331 

Miles,  Nelson  A.  Mentioned . .  1(>2 

Miller,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Miller,  Edward  H.  Mentioned . 

Miller,  H.  R.  Mentioned . 

Miller,  Henry  W. 

Report  of  occupation  of  batteries  on  Jekyl  Island 

Mentioned . - 

Miller,  Isaac.  Mentioned . 

Miller,  John  Mentioned . . . 

Miller,  Rachel  S.  See  Rachel  S.  Miller,  Schooner. 

Mills,  W.  A.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont. . . 

Milne,  Alexander.  Mentioned . 

Milton,  John.  See  Florida,  Governor  of. 

Minna,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - . 

Minor,  Alfred  W.  ^ 

Mentioned . ’ 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga., May  11,1862  -....- . "  ^  94 

Mintzer,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned .  >  ’ 

Miramon,  General.  See  General  Miramon,  Steamer. 

Missimer,  Hillary.  Mentioned . .  ---• . 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments :  24th,  834. 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . 

Missroon,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Dr^Pon  t^  SMf ! .' .' .' ! .' .' ."  -  -  -  "255;325,  344  "369,"382,"4oi,  407,"410,'4i5,'42(),"  424, 519 

MenUon^d  0rO-U-8^:  2i4;324,"344,  367,  369;37i,  372;382,"384,  39i,"392,  400,  412,  432 

Reports  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  30, 1861 . -  -  -  369>  370 

Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah,  Ga.  Information  received  from  deserter 

regarding . "  " . 

Rhode  Island  and  Monticello,  U.  S.  steamers.  Movements  ol 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Blockade  of . 

Savannah  River. 

Arrival  of  stone  fleet  in . 

Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of . 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia.  g^g 

Measures  for  holding . - . -  -  -  .  ’  g9g 

Occupation  of,  November  24, 1861 . - .  ^ 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Mentioned . -  . 

Mitchell,  John  K. 


432 
..  222 
231,  355 


419 

363 


Correspondence  with  ^g2 

Arledge,  G.  . .  '  178<  180’  183 

Bradford,  W.L .  478 

Dunnington,  J.  . 177 

Mason,  C.T . . . 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  ol .  lg3 

Rootes,  Thomas  . . 
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Mitchell,  John  K. — Continued.  page 

Correspondence  with 

Semmes,  R .  285 

Smith,  P.  W .  277 

Mentioned .  283 

Relieved  of  command  of  James  River  Squadron .  183-186 

Reports  of. 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Assignments  of  officers  to  vessels  in .  182 

Operations  in .  284 

Mitchell,  Julius  C.  B  Mentioned .  834 

Mitchell,  Peter.  Mentioned .  250 

Mix,  William  B.  Mentioned .  242 

Moccasin,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,47,55  72 

Orders  for  movements . . .  ’  28*  74 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  steamers  Mayflower  and  Peerless . .  257  ^60 

Battle  ot  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  266*  276 

Capture  of  the  schooner  Arrow,  February  25,  1862 .  552'  563 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  458  477 

Mentioned .  209,  218,  225,  262,  275,  293,  359,  367,  380,  422,  427, 

465,  466,  475,  482,  506,  509,  511,  512,  621,  673,  700,  713,  714,  773,  788,  809  815 
Movements  of .  0gg 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15, 1862,  571-574,  576,  580-582,  590-593,  598,  606-613,  616. 

Operations  in  St.  Simon's  Sound .  (J33 

'  °rde”  for  movements . .7  224,  351,  562,  672,'688,'689,'704,  802 

Molloy,  M.  Mentioned .  ’  „ 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  ....  -  -  -  -  ......  ......  ....  4-lil 

Molloy,  William  C.  Mentioned .  Ioq'^q,  ,qk 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S.  . .  ’  /34’  7 35 

Captures  made  by . 

Mentioned .  .  51,  72,  94,  95,  98,  99, 109, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145, 155 

Orders  for  movements .  5g  6?  ’ 

Ronckendorff,  William,  appointed  to  command .  ’  ’  ’  ca 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  .  9 

Montague,  Marquis  de.  Mentioned . ..77 .  .7? 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.  .  4”‘ 

~  '  .  3b,  37,  51,  52,  o4,  55,  66,  72,  94  174 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  .  0 

Orders  for  movements .  . ' 3-’ 3® 

Montezuma,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned  . 

vTt  s“  ,ari’  *”»»** D-  -<  " 

Orders  for  movements .  . 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.  . 

Expeditions  into  Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and  6, 1865  5 

Gorrmge,  H.  H.,  appointed  to  command .  “  5 

Mentioned..  21,38,42.54  72  94  115  117  ion  iqo  -.'."o  V ,4 "  ’ ' .  ^9 

,  ,  ,  ‘-o  o*,  rio,  in  i^b,  133, 143, 145  155  inn  171  177  qkk  0-0 

Movements  of .  ’  ’  bU’ 474'  17°'  3o5>  3o6 

Orders  for  movements .  V'"' .  89,222 

Moody,  William.  Mentioned .  .  ’  ’  °’  141> 234> 232 

Mooney,  John.  Mentioned .  .  21,73 

Moore,  C.  See  C.  Moore,  Schooner.  . . .  463 
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Moore,  Edward.  Mentioned .  102,104,184,186 

Moore,  Henry.  Mentioned .  560,675,676 

Moore,  Orlando  H.  Mentioned .  32 

Morgan,  Ben.  See  Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship. 

Morgan,  George  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  418 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  210,  341,  416,  510,  511 

Mentioned  . . .  341,  343 

Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamer.  Rescue  of  crew  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  Feb. 

ruary  15,  1865 .  38-41,43 

Morrill,  Lot  M.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  508 

Morris,  John.  Mentioned .  780 

Morrison,  W.  Mentioned .  825 

Morse,  F.  H.  See  London,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Morse,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  13 

Moseley,  William  D.  Mentioned .  638 

Moses,  Mr.  Mentioned . 150 

Moses,  J.  Clifton.  Correspondence  with  Jones  Franlde .  139 

Moses,  Raphael  J.  Mentioned .  296 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pout .  627,  655,  818 

Expedition  into,  March  21-22, 1862. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin .  648 

Casualties . 648 

Communications  from 

Bird,  D.  B .  650 

Harris,  T.  A .  650 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  646,  647 

Reports  of 

Dilworth,  W.  S .  651 

DuPont,  S.  F .  645,648 

Rodgers,  C.R.  P .  647 

Williamson,  J.  C . J .  649 

Grounding  of  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  764 

Reports  of 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  775 

Williamson,  J.  C .  768 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  715,  743,  818 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  655,  783 

Harris,  T.  A .  769 

Le  Roy,  W.  E .  632 

Supplies  for  vessels  in.  Report  of  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  774 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  schooner  British  Queen .  479 

Mentioned .  21, 54,  72, 152 

Mount  Washington,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  21, 54,  72,  94, 95, 117, 127, 133, 143, 154 

Orders  for  movements .  76 

Mud  River,  South  Carolina. 

Operations  in.  Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman .  685 

Reconnoissance  in.  See  Wright’s  and  Mud  Rivers,  South  Carolina. 
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Mulford,  Abraham  B.  Mentioned . - .  20,71,93 

Multan,  Horace  E.  Mentioned  .  ^33 

Mullany,  J.  R.  Madison. 

Correspondence  with 

Benhaui,  A.  E.  . .  734 

Du  Pout,  S.  F . . .  743 

Harris,  T.  A . ;  7,59 

Mentioned .  744>  733>  73'^ 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Information  received  from  negroes  concerning .  787 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Supplies  for  vessels  in .  774 

Murdaugh,  F.  N.  Mentioned . . .  319 

Murphy,  John.  Mentioned . 

Murphy,  Peter.  Mentioned .  266,277 

Murray,  James.  Mentioned .  761 

Muscoota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  149 

Myer,  Albert  J.  Mentioned .  459 

Myers,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  135 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,  55,  72 

N.  E.  Clark,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  101, 124, 180, 185,  187 

Nansemond,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  33, 55,  72 

Orders  for  movements .  28,46,74 

Nantes,  France,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned. .  14 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  222,  361,  379,  380 

Nashville,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  678,680,784,787 

Nassau,  New  Providence.  Affairs  at .  628 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  440 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  George  W .  440 

State  Department,  U.  S .  439,  531,  562 

Mentioned .  217,  439-441, 530,  531,  562 

Naval  Station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  77 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton .  179 

Dozier,  W.  G .  843 

Lovall,  Benjamin  P .  181 

Mitchell,  J.K .  184 

President,  C.  S .  180 

Semmes,  Raphael .  181, 191 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,  A.  D . .  221,  224,  294,  329,  342,  399 

Baldwin,  A.  S .  552 

Barnard,  J.G .  195 

Baxter,  I.B .  627 

Chandler,  R .  98 

Clary,  A.  G .  767 

Collins,  N .  809 

Conroy,  E . 425,796 

Craven,  T.  Augs .  207 


*  Formerly  C.  S.  S.  Nashville;  also  known  as  Thomas  L.  Wragg  and  Rattlesnake. 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Crowell,  Levi,  et  al . 1 .  812 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  12 

Davis,  C.  H . 206 

Dix,  John  A .  342 

Downes,  J . 544 

Duncan,  James  M .  458,488 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  206-210,  212-218,  222,  223,  226,  227,  230,  232,  259-266, 

291,  294,  320,  321,  325,  328,  331,  333,  334,  336,  341,  345,  347-349,  357,  358,  360, 
364,  369,  372,  374,  376,  379,  380,  382,  384,  388,  393,  395,  397,  399,  400-402,  407, 
415,  417,  421,  426-428,  430,  432,  437-439,  447,  450,  457,  462,  467,  470,  472,  476, 
479,  481,  489-491,  502,  508,  512-514,  520,  522,  529,  533, 535,  537,  547,  550,  554, 
557,  558,  560,  561,  564,  565,  573,  583,  588,  598,  602,  604,  606,  609,  612,  616,  621, 
622,  626,  633,  634,  645,  648,  655,  657,  663,  665,  670,  671,  677,  690,  691,  694,  706- 
708,  710,  718,  719’  730,  737,  740,  741,  747,  755,  757,  759,  761,  763,  766,  771,  774, 
775,  778,  779,  782,  789,  792,  797,  798,  800,  803,  808,  810, 811,  814,  820,  822-824 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  et  al .  195-201 

Eytinge,  H.  S .  770 

Earle,  William .  13,  38,  43 

Farragut,  D.  G .  691,  792 

Frailey,  J.  M . . - .  145 

Fulton,  C.C .  292 

Glisson,  O.  S . - .  59,  60,  65-67,  80 

Godon,  S.  W . 224 

Goldsborough,  J.  It .  256,  635, 638 

Goldshorough,  L.  M . 291 

Grant,  U.  S . - .  59,62 

Gregory,  Samuel  B . - . - .  459 

Haggerty,  F.  S .  328 

Hale,  John  P .  720 

Halleck,  H.  W .  136 

Howell,  J.C .  162,164 

Kilty,  A.  H . 128 

Lanier,  E .  594,  635 

LeRoy,  W.E . - .  466 

Livingston,  J.  W .  481 

McArann,  R.  M . - .  381 

McKean,  W.  W .  690,691,792 

Macomb,  W.  H . - .  107, 136, 144, 148, 166 

Marchand,  J.  B .  381 

Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of .  209,  217 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  251 

Meriam,  F.  B .  630 

Missroon,  J.  S .  670 

Morgan,  George  D .  210,  341,  416,  510,  511 

Naval  station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Commandant  of .  77 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of .  77,  224 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of -  3,  4,  7, 10, 13, 14,  66,  83, 105,  128 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  ot .  <7,  /8,  212 

Newcomb,  II.  S . - . 

New  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of .  250 

New  York,  Secretary  of  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of .  248 

Nichols,  E.  . . ^60 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A . 

Nickels,  J.  F . -  -  -  -  -  -  - . - . 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Pattison,  Thomas .  466,  489 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade .  379 

Porter,  D.  D .  6-8,  14, 16, 18, 1 9,  33,  35,  42, 44,  45, 

49,  50,  53,  56,  76,  82,  84,  90,  92, 101, 104, 109, 110, 114, 119, 121-123, 129, 131 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S . ' .  354 

Pratt,  Nichols .  61 

Prentiss,  George  A .  721 

President,  U.  S . 208 

Purviance,  H.  Y .  331 

Kadford,  William . 3,  4,  6,  10, 13-15,  23,  41,  51,  66-69, 119, 122-125, 128, 129, 

131, 132,  134, 136,  137, 139-142,  144-149, 152-157, 160, 161,  163, 165-170, 172 

Renshaw,  R.  T .  170, 172 

Rhind,  A.  C .  425 

Ringgold,  C . . - .  239,285 

Rodgers,  C.R.P .  824 

Rodgers,  John .  59,  62,  68,  340 

Ronckendorff,  William .  64, 142 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at .  543 

Schenck,  J.  F .  10, 11 

Sewell,  William .  222 

Shankland,  W.  F .  554 

Sheldon,  W.  B .  779 

State  Department,  U.  S .  329,333,355,374,398,439,440,462,468,530,552 

Stone,  Edward  E .  35 

Stone,  W.  L .  630 

Terry,  A.  H .  169 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  148,  216,  219,  253,  350,  490,  508,  746,  801 

Trenchard,  S.  D .  43 

War  Department,  U.  S .  3, 10, 158,  162,  210,  219 

Warren,  J.  D .  630 

Watmough,  P.  G .  354,  425 

Welles,  C.  H.,  jr .  345 

Woodhull,  M .  808 

General  order .  290 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  .  77,  224 

North,  H.  H .  141 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va,  Commandant  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Braine,  D.  L .  78 

Navy  Department,  U.S . .  3,  4,  7, 10, 14,  66,  83, 105 

Porter,  D.  D .  76,  85,  88,  89,  92 

Reports  of 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.  Arrival  of,  at  Norfolk,  Va .  128 

Chesapeake  Bay.  Threatened  attacks  upon  light  ships  in .  13 

North  Carolina,  Sounds  of.  Vessels  dispatched  to .  44 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.S .  77,  78,  212 

Neafy  &  Raney.  Mentioned .  340 

Neal,  Charles  M.  See  Charles  M.  Neal,  Schooner. 

Nellie,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  629 

Nelson,  Captain.  Mentioned . 40 

Nesbit,  C.  R.  Mentioned .  440 
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Neuse,  C.  S.  ram.  Page 

Destruction  of .  67,  76 

Mentioned .  166,183,191 

Neuse  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  86,87 

Reports  of 

Macomb,  W.  H .  22 

Rhind,  A.  C .  64,  65,  67,  71,  99, 100 

Neutrality .  439,  440,  484 

See  also  Nuesira  Sehora  de  Regia,  Spanish,  steamer.  Seizure  of. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  Obstruction  of  Neuse  River  at. 

Communication  from  David  D.  Porter .  15 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  16,86 

New  Berne,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,72,94 

Newburyport,  Ship  (Stone fleet).  Mentioned . ,. .  510 

Newcomb,  Henry  S. 

Mentioned .  214,  264 

Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 .  281 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  New  York .  414 

New  England,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  510 

New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  726,  742, 

743,  758 ;  4th,  414,  524,  586,  644,  699,  709,  753 ;  7th,  598,  601-603,  657. 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  6, 15, 17, 18,  41,  48, 54, 83,  86 

Newman,  L.  Howard. 

Mentioned .  21,35,62,70,72 

Report  of  operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  63 

New  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissances  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  495 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N .  654,662 

Drayton,  Thomas  F .  505 

Lee,  Robert  E . 505 

Rodgers,  John .  496 

New  Smyrna,  Fla.  See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

New  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  250 

New  York,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  Cadwalader  Ringgold .  250,  251 

New  York,  President  of  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of.  Corre¬ 
spondence  with  Cadwalader  Ringgold .  249 

New  York,  Superintendent  of  Metropolitan  Police.  Correspondence  with 

State  Department,  U.  S .  441 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  7th,*  96,  103. 

Infantry — Regiments:  46th,  526,  730;  47th,  560;  48th,  478;  <9tli  (High¬ 
landers),  451. 

Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  J.S .  405 

Porter,  D.  D .  77,97,111 

Radford,  W . - .  46> 130 

Mentioned .  21,  42",  94, 105, 117, 127 

Reports  of. 

Hampton  Roads.  Movements  of  U.  S.  vessels  to  and  from . .  81,  85,  86,  95, 100 

Harriet  De  Ford,  Steamer.  Measures  for  recapture  of .  105 

Mendota,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  130 


*  Also  called  First  Mounted  Hides. 
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Nicholson,  Janies  W.  A.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Louis .  *09 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  218,  516,  602,  710 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  475 

Mentioned .  233,  240,  242,  246,  259,  260,  262,  388, 

390,  524,  527,  576,  587,  599-601,  660,  693,  708,  717,  748,  765,  774,  799,  805,  807 
Reports  of. 

Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in,  December  10-12, 

1861  .  392 

British  Empire,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1862 .  709,711 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.  Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from .  245,  247 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 .  282 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Affairs  at .  643,  723,  764 

Occupation  of .  753 

St.  John’s  River.  Operations  in .  806 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  530,  620,  624,  625 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . - .  467 

Sleeper,  H.  J .  793 

Mentioned .  21,71,694,795,800 

Reports  of. 

Bull’s  Bay.  Operations  in .  694 

Chase,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26, 1862 .  781 

Flash,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2, 1862 .  795 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.  Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C., 

May  13, 1862  .  822 

Sarah,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  May  1, 1862  . . .  793 

Nightingale,  Mr.  Mentioned . 583 

Noble,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511 

Noble  Brothers.  Mentioned .  699 

Norris,  James.  Mentioned .  311 

North  Easter  (North  Heath  ?),  Steamer.  Mentioned  .  45 

North,  H. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  New  York  navy  yard .  141 

Mentioned .  133, 143, 160, 165, 169 

North,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  760 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in, 
December  17-21,  1861. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . <.  403 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival .  405 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F .  404 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels. .  20,  22,  54,  71,  93, 116, 122, 124, 125, 133, 143, 153, 155, 156, 168 

List  of  vessels  of .  153, 154, 156, 160, 165, 169 

Operations  of .  3-192 

Order  to  combine,  with  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . .  157 

Relative  merits  of  commanding  officers.  Order  concerning .  328 


North  Carolina. 

Disposition  of  vessels  serving  in  waters  of.  See  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels. 
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North  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  -waters  of. 

Abandonment  of  naval  station  in  sounds.  Order  of  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  163 

Macomb,  W.  H.,  requests  to  be  relieved  from  command  in  sounds .  144 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  19,  20,  47,  48,  49,  75,  78,  85,  86 

Reports  of 

Febiger,  .John  C . 50 

Macomb,  W.  H .  22,  44,  58,  75,  76,  92 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Ya.  Commandant  of .  44 

Porter,  David  D .  50 

See  also  Cape  Fear  Fiver,  North  Carolina;  Chowan  Fiver,  North  Carolina; 

New  Berne,  N.  C.;  Foanole  Fiver,  North  Carolina;  Seuppernong 
and  Alligator  rivers,  North  Carolina;  Washington,  N.  C. 

Seizure  of  property  in.  See  Foanoke  Fiver,  North  Carolina.  Seizure  of 
property  in. 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Regiments :  6th,  190. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  834;  25th' (formerly  15th),  300;  37th,  834; 

46th,  834 ;  51st,  91. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival  . 412 

DuPont,  S.  F . 401 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W .  747 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 536,540 

Sherman,  T.  W .  685 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  506,  507,  685,  686,  714 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel . - .  516 

DuPont,  S.  F . 520 

Rhind,  A.  C... .  520 

See  also  Edisto  Island,  S.  C.;  also  Seahrook’s  Island. 


Reconnoissance  in. 

December  24-29, 1861.  Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel .  431 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  430 

January  4, 1862.  Reports  of 

Budd,  Thomas  A . . . 463 

Wright,  W.  G .  464 

January  5, 1862.  Report  of  Daniel  Ammen .  464 

February  23-28, 1862.  Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F . 560 

Rhind,  A.  C .  560 

April  9-10, 1862.  Report  of  George  B.  Balcli . .  726 


See  also  North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina. 

North  Newport  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in.  See  Dorchester,  Ga.  Expe¬ 
dition  to,  April  25-27, 1862. 


Norwich,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  459,  487,  533,  560,  566,  567,  570,  664,  672, 680,  733,  734,  767,  773, 815 

Operations  in  waters  adjacent  to  Savannah  River .  700 

Orders  for  movements .  458,  488,  755,  766 
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Nuestra  Senora  de  Regia,  Spanish  steamer.  Page. 

Mentioned .  361 

Movements  of .  483 

Seizure  of,  December  1, 1861 . - .  371-378 

Nutt,  Henry.  See  Henry  Nutt,  Schooner. 

Nutting,  William  G.  Mentioned .  21,  60,  73,  94 

Nyack,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33,  36,  46,  55,  62,  63,  70,  72,  82,  90, 100, 107, 174 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  35 

Nyassa,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  629 

O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  641,  642,  653,  654,  673,  707 

Orders  for  movements .  558,  559,  741 

Reconnoissance  in  New  River,  South  Carolina,  March  25, 1862 .  662 

Oakley  Island.  Inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on.  Report 

of  John  Rutledge  et  al .  842 

O’Brien,  Douglass  F.  Mentioned .  72,  94 

Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Correspondence .  207,  418,  420, 421,  423,  434,  435,  510,  511,  515,  552 

Orders .  391,  416,  417,  420,  438,  445,  511,  512 

Reports .  417,  419,  421-424,  458,  460,  474,  512-514 

Ocean  Express,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  287 

Ocean  Queen,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  233 

Octavia,  British  yacht.  Mentioned  .  101 

Officers.  Orders 

Authorizing  appointment  of  midshipmen  as  acting  masters .  331 

Concerning  relative  merits  of .  328 

Regarding  selection  of  masters’  mates  for  promotion  to  acting  masters. ..  792 

O'Flynn,  Michael.  Mentioned . 699,700 

Ogeechee  River,  Great.  Reconnoissance  in.  See  Ossahaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Ogier,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  307 

Olmstead,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  433,717 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 142 

Condition  of . 137 

Mentioned .  21 

51,  52,  54,  63,  69,  72,  94,  97,  98,  99, 117, 127, 132, 133, 141, 143, 152, 154 

Operations  in  James  River .  HI 

Orders  for  movements .  m 

Onward,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  635-638,  781,  793,  795,  796,  800,  810 

Mentioned .  533,  683,  695,  708,  737,  773,  794,  811, 816,  817,  821,  822 

Operations  in  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina,  April  2-12, 1862  .  694 

Order  for  movements .  467,  530,  620,  624,  625 

Opdyke,  George.  See  New  York,  Mayor  of. 

Orange  Mills,  Fla.  See  Be  Costa  affair. 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant .  79 

Mentioned .  37  721 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River . . .  120 

Oriental,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  779 

O’Rorke,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned .  322 

Orr,  James  L.  Mentioned .  334 

Osceola,  IT.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  21,  25,  33,  37,  45,  52,  54,  64,  72,  94, 117, 123, 125, 174, 175 

Orders  for  movements  .  48,81,88,114,  124 
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Osceola,  U.  S.  transport.  p 

Loss  of . . .  .  293 

Mentioned . . .  __  288 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du 

Pont .  403 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeecliee  rivers,  Georgia.  Recon- 
noissance  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  392 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  395 

Rodgers,  C.  It.  P .  397 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of . . . . .  164 

Oswald,  G.  W.  Mentioned .  455 

Otsego,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 107 

Ottawa,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  18(31 .  260,  281 

Captures  made  by .  800,  811 

Creigbton,  J.  B.,  relieves  Thomas  II.  Stevens  of  command .  769 

Engagement  in  Port.  Royal  Harbor,  November  4, 1861 .  .  255,277 


Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing  of  Coo- 

saw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31, 1861-January  2, 1862.  446-456 

Mentioned .  218,  224,  260,  262,  263,  278,  364,  383,  386,  422,  427,  446, 

465,  495,  502,  511,  671,  705,  712,  724,  729,  743,  745,  748,  773,  807,  810,  816,  818 
Operations 

In  and  about  Skull  Creek .  343 

In  St.  John’s  River,  Florida .  631,  638-640,  686,  687, 690,  697,  716,  728,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  382,  392,  442,  466,  482, 496,  744,  774 

Reconnoissances  in 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  river's,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861 .  .  395-397 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  December  5-6, 1861  .  385 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28,  1862.  . .  522-529 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  17-February  18, 


1884  .  496,  497 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to 
March  15, 1862,  pp.  571,  573,  574,  576-578,  580,  583-585,  587,  588,  590, 

593,  594,  598-600,  615. 

Otter  Island,  South  Carolina.  Occupation  of.  Communications»from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . .  .  387 

Sherman,  T.  W  . . . . . . .  383,  387 

See  Ashepoo  Fiver,  South  Carolina. 

Ottiwell,  William.  Mentioned .  20, 

72,  93, 115, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 160, 165, 169,  346,  436 

Owen,  Elias  K.  Mentioned .  82,  94, 118, 127, 134 

Owens,  C.  D.  Mentioned . . . . .  .  306 

Owens,  R.  S.  Mentioned .  455 

Owens,  William  A.  Mentioned .  (519,651 

Pacetti,  G.  A.  See  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  of. 

Pagan  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  to,  February  5-  7,  1865. 

Communications  from  Charles  Iv.  Graham .  11 

Order  of  William  Radford .  6 

Reports  of 

Schenck,  J.  F .  10, 11 

Wood,  George  W .  12 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  77,  84,  88,  97 
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Page. 

Page,  Richard  L.  Mentioned .  296-298 

Palinurus,  British  ship.  Mentioned . . .  333,  334 

Pallaky,  J.  Correspondence  with  E.  Brennan .  331 

Palmer,  George  W.  Mentioned .  267 

Palmer,  Innis  N.  Mentioned .  64,99,135 

Pamunkey  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S .  66 

Radford,  William .  66 

Parish,  Horatio  N.  Mentioned  . 283 

Parker,  Edward  L.  Mentioned .  476 

Parker,  Foxhall  A.  Mentioned .  6,  7,  68,  74,  75,  84, 104,  109, 122 

Parker,  Francis  S.  Correspondence  with  R.  E.  Hoke .  188 

Parker,  James. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  46, 102 

Mentioned .  72,  94, 115, 117, 126, 133, 142,  143, 154, 155, 157 

Report  of  seiz.ure  of  Confederate  vessels  in  James  River  . . . .  121 

Demand  for  possession  of  prize  tng  Seaboard . . .  167 

Parker,  William  A.  Mentioned . g 

Parliament,  British  sckoouer.  Mentioned .  401,  402 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Boutelle,  C.  O .  343 

Budd,  T.  A .  545 


Conroy,  E . . . . .  546,547 

Downes,  John . . * .  544 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  334,  371,  506,  529,  534,  549,  551,  558,  760,  783,  784 

Glisson,  O.  S .  67 

Lardner,  J.  L .  656 

Nickels,  J.  F .  781,  793,  795,  822 

Watson,  William .  g22 

Mentioned .  262 

355,  359,  428,  446,  460,  512-515,  530,  534,  547,  550,  551,  784,  798,  814,  815,  820 
Reports  of. 

Bull’s  Bay.  Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  in  .  548 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  543  544  535  §47 

Cheshire,  British  ship.  Capture  of,  December  6, 1861  .  390 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S.,  and  Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Movements  of .  620 

Flash,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2, 1862 .  795 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of .  543  545 

Island  Bello,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  31, 1861 .  445 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  10, 1862  . . . .  840 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.  Abduction  of,  from  Charleston  S.  C 

May  13, 1864  .  ’ 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 . 

Parsons,  Captain.  Mentioned .  7(^ 

Parsons,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  -p 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Patrick,  Marsena  R.  Mentioned . 

Patroon,  U.  S.  S. 


820 

284 


101, 124, 138 
....  110,111 


Mentioned .  751.,  798,  804,  805, 815 

Orders  for  movements .  jgg 

Patterson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  2^2 

Patterson,  Carlisle  P.  Mentioned .  221 
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Pattison,  Thomas.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 534,788 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . - .  466 

Mentioned . - .  534,  684,  799,  811,  812 

Reports  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter . . .  489 

Paul,  Mark  W.  Mentioned .  164 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned .  403,  529,  813 


For  correspondence,  see  Xavy  Yard ,  New  York,  Commandant  of. 

Paulding,  Leonard. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 


Mentioned . .  H7, 126 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 . - .  266,  279,  280 

Drayton,  Percival,  ordered  to  relieve  R.  H.  Wyman  of  command .  334 


Mentioned .  209,212,214,217,223,224,256, 


262,  272,  278, 286,  293,  393,  400,  404,  406,  412,  421, 425,  427,  433,  434, 442,  444, 
456,  461,  517,  556,  565,  624,  625,  630,  652,  665,  672,  691,  717,  741,  773,  799,  815 

Movements  of .  ®^6 

See  also  (leorgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,1862,  pp.  570,  571,  573,  574,  576-578,  584-588,  590,  593,  598,  601, 


602,  604,  605. 

Orders  for  movements . . .  403,  634,  635 

Reconnoissance  in 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina,  December  17-21, 1661.  405 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina, 

December  5-9, 1861  . .  388-390 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 


1861 


319,  324 


Pawtuxet,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . ..21,  25,  33,  37,  52,  54,  72,  94, 117, 

Orders  for  movements . 

Pearson,  Frederick.  Mentioned . . . 

Peel,  Robert.  See  Robert  Peel,  Schooner. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert.  See  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Brig. 
Peerless,  Steamer. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  . - 

Mentioned . 

Pegrarn,  Robert  B.  Mentioned . - . 

Pelouze,  Louis  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Saxton, R  . 

Stevens,  1. 1 . 

Viele,  Egbert  L . 

Wilson,  James  H . 

Wright,  H.  G . . 

Mentioned . 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Dilworth,  W.  S . 

Donelson,  D.  S .  . 

Lee,  R.  . . 

Trapier,  J.  H . 

Mentioned . 


127, 133,  143, 145, 147, 154, 174, 175 

. .  .  110 

. . .  585,  731 


257, 260 
.  288 
.  678 


367,  445 
.  412 

. .  500 

.  493 

.  526 

..  828 


651 

453 

505 

617 

618 
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Pembina,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 .  283 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing  of  Coosaw 

River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861-January  2, 1862 _  446-456 

Mentioned .  224, 256,  262,  263,  278,  349,  351,  353,  368,  S83, 

387,  407,  415,  427,  434,  468,  470,  482,  502,  739,  748-751,  773,  799,  804,  807,  815 

Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  November  9, 1861 .  336-339 

Orders  for  movements .  218,  382,  392,  465,  487 

Reconnoissance  in 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia,  De¬ 
cember  11,  1861  .  395-397 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 

1861  .  319-324 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  December  5-6, 1861  .  385 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina,  January  17-Fobruary  18, 

1864  .  494,  496,  497,  504 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576, 583,  584,  587,  588,  593,  598,  599. 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J.  Mentioned .  256,779 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  S.  Huron .  543-545,  551 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861  .  280 

Capture  of  the  schooner  Albion,  November  25,  1861 .  361 

Mentioned .  214,  224,  262,  284,  359,  360,  404, 

427,  509,  514,  515,  530,  549,  632,  645-650,  715,  743,  768,  773-775,  799,  815,  818 
Operations  in 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Operations  in, 

March  21-22,  1862. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina .  406,  430-432,  463-465 

Orders  for  movements .  343,  401,  412,  465,  558,  655,  819 

Williamson,  James  C.,  appointed  to  command .  651 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  583,  588,  593,  601,  605. 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments :  45th,  436,  475,  676 ; 

55th,  676,  742,  758 ;  97th,  524,  576. 

Pequot,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  42 

Casualties  on  board  of,  resulting  from  engagement  with  Fort  Anderson 

NC .  31 

Mentioned . 21,  25,  33,  37,  52, 54,  72,  82,  94, 115, 117, 127-129, 133, 141-143, 145, 154 

Orders  for  movements .  47,  78, 108, 109, 137 

Peri,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511  513  544 

Perrin,  A.  Mentioned .  455 

Perry,  Thomas.  See  Thomas  Perry,  Schooner. 

Perryclear,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  349 

Peter  Demill,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  41g 

Peters,  James  A.  Mentioned .  187 

Petersen,  T.  Mentioned .  3qq 

Peterson,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  757  j^g 

Pettit,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  0 

Pettit,  O.  M.  See  O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Phelon,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  9q  72 

Phelps,  Charles  See  Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship. 

Phelps,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Sherman . 427 

Mentioned . 94, 117, 126, 133,  143,  154, 155, 160, 165,  169, 172 
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Phelps,  Thomas  S. — Continued.  P 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.  Operations  in .  83,  173 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Affairs  in  and  about .  106, 118 

Philadelphia,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  79 

Seizure  of .  107,136 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  515 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  379 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court.  Correspondenc  with  S.  F. 

Du  Pont .  564 

Phillips,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  183 

Phlox,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  18, 21, 54,  72,  94, 117, 119, 

122,  124,  125,  127, 128, 130, 132-134, 137, 141, 143, 154, 156,  160, 165, 168, 169 

Operations  in  James  River .  121 

Phcenix,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned. .  418,419 

Phoenix,  Lloyd.  Mentioned .  327,  590,  742 

Pickens,  Francis  W.  See  South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Pickering,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . 145,216 

Pickering,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 74 

Picket  Boat  No.  1,  U.  S.  See  Alpha,  U.  S.  S. 

Picket  Boat  No.  3,  U.  S.  See  Gamma,  JJ.  S.  S. 

Picket  Boat  No.  4,  U.  S.  See  Delta,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Picket  Boat  No.  5,  U.  S.  See  Epsilon,  U.  S.  S. 

Picket  Boat  No.  6,  U.  S.  See  Zeta,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Picket  Launch  No.  1,  U.  S.  Mentioned . 160,166 

Picket  Launch  No.  3,  U.  S. 

Mentioned . 21 

Orders  for  movements . 3 

Picket  Launch  No.  4,  U.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  7,  21,  22,  72,  84,  94, 118 

Tranferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla . . 122 

Picket  Launch  No.  5,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  21, 

72,  84,  94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 148, 149, 151, 154, 160, 165 

Picket  Launch  No.  6,  U.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  21,  72, 84,  94, 118, 174 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla .  122 

Willcox,  Calvin,  appointed  to  command .  49 

Pierson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  745 

Pierucci,  Celso.  Mentioned .  283 

Pilot  Boat  No.  10.  Mentioned . . .  809,  810 

Pinckney,  General  C.  C.  See  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Confederate  schooner. 

Pinkney,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  188 

Pishon,  Henry  M.  Mentioned . . .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

Pitcher,  Zerich.  Mentioned .  825 

Pitman,  John  H.  Mentioned .  266 

P  ace,  Francis  L.  Mentioned . 187 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.  Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  May  13, 

1862. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Smalls  and  others .  824 

Apportionment  of  prize  money .  824 

Appraisement .  822,823 
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Planter,  Confederate  steamer.  Abduction  of,  etc. — Continued.  Page. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F . 807 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  828 

Eodgers,  C.  R.  P .  82^ 

Memorandum  found  on . -  -  8-8 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  822>  823 

Parrott,  E.G .  822 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.F .  820,  824 

Nickels,  J.  F . - .  822 

Parrott,  E.G .  . - .  827 

Ravenel,  F.  G .  828 

Platt,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  171,221,715,717 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  November  25  and  26,  1861 .  . - .  363 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 .  272-274 

Captures  made  by .  369,  370 

Drayton,  Percival,  relieved  of  command .  334 

Engagement  iu  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  1861  .  435 

Mentioned .  212,  214,  224,  264,  326,  362,  391,  419,  422,  427,  465,  466,  477, 

482,  519,  535,  541,  633,  634,  672,  689,  715,  727,  773,  785,  800,  801,  810,  816,  817 
Movements  during  sinking  of  second  stone  fleet  at  entrance  to  Charleston, 

S.  C . . .  514,515 

Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861 .  327 

Operations 

In  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina .  726,  742 

Off  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  January  10,  1862  .  475 

Orders  for  movements . . .  401,  512,  534,  692,  714 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  2 8  to  March  15, 

1862,  pp.  571,  573,  590,  591,  595,  598,  606-614,  616. 

Poelstrom,  Carl.  Mentioned .  31 

Pollock,  William  W.  Mentioned .  185,187 

Pomeroy, - .  Mentioned . 421 

Pontoosuc,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21, 

25, 33,  37,  52,  54,  64,  72,  94, 118, 123, 124, 127, 133, 143, 145, 148, 154, 174, 175 

Operations  in  Cape  F ear  River .  34 

Orders  for  movements . 47 

Poppy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21, 54,  72,  94, 118, 127, 133, 143, 154, 156 

Porcher,  Mr.  Mentioned . 840 

Forcher,  Philip. 

Mentioned . - .  297 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island.  842 

Porter,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  412 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Arey,  Henry .  46,  80,  85 

Balch,  J.  W .  57 

Barnes,  J.  S . 15,86 

Beaumont,  J.C .  49,80,81,88,97,106,112 

Blake,  PI.  C . 111,114 

Braine,  D.  L .  31,  42,  47, 108 

Brown,  James . 74 

Campbell,  J .  26 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Chandler,  R .  Ill 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B .  48,81, 114 

Crafts,  S.  P .  74 

Curtis,  H.  F .  86 

Cushing,  W.  B . .  5 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  55 

Davis,  J.  L .  88, 113 

Day,  B.  F .  102 

Dunn,  Thomas  C .  50,  89 

Eldridge,  J.  H .  75 

Foster,  A.  P .  110 

Frailey,  James  Madison .  55 

Frost,  George  W .  74 

Gordon,  G.  H .  116 

Gorringe,  H.  H .  84, 108 

Gragg,  W.  F .  86 

Grant,  U.  S . - .  15,  79, 81,  83,  84,  88 

Graves,  G.  W .  ID 

Green,  F.  M .  13 

Grozier,  W.  U .  16 

Harris,  T.  C .  34,  48 

Henderson,  Alexander .  95 

Herrick,  E . 75 

Jackaway,  J.  A .  75 

Iveyser,  E.  S .  75 

Langthorne,  A.  R .  19 

McComb,  W.  H .  8, 16, 19,  20,  22,  44,  58,  75,  76,  78,  87,  92,  96, 102, 106, 1 16 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  6, 14,  18,  35, 104, 114, 119, 121-123 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of .  44,  76,  85,  88,  89,  92 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Senior  naval  officer .  86 

Nichols,  E.  T . . .  77,  81,  85,  86,  95,  97,  100, 105,  111 

Parker,  James .  16, 102 

Paulding,  L .  D2 

Phelps,  Thomas  S .  83, 106,  118 

Porter,  J.  H .  16,74 

Potter,  Edward  E .  32,  47, 113 

Radford, W .  4,7,17,48,78,115,132 

Ramsay,  Frank  . .  17>  104,  112 

Renshaw,  R.  . . 

Rhind,  A.C . 

Rolando,  PI .  5,24,27,29,30 

Ronckendorff,  . .  95, 109 

Schofield,  J.M .  23,24,26,27,30 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 .  4^  77 

Semmes,  A.  A . 

Sicard,  Montgomery .  . 

Spencer,  . . 

Spotts,  J.  PI . 

Stone,  Edward  E .  .  ^2,  45 

Temple,  W.  . . . 

Thornton,  J.  . . 

Trenchard,  S.  D . - .  14’61 

Walker,  John  . .  47’^4 

Watmough,  P.  . . . . 


104 

100 


112 

47 

60 

110 


47 

19 


109 
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Porter,  David  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Weaver,  A.  W . . .  102 

Webb,  F.  R .  83 

Wells,  C.  II .  113 

Willcox,  Calvin .  49 

Williams,  J.  M .  56 

Woodward,  T.J .  113 

Young,  George  W .  31,  46,  53,  57,  58,  62,  70 

General  orders .  25 

Mentioned .  .  3, 10, 12, 

13,  34-37,  62,  64,  78,  79,  98,  107, 121, 122, 130,  136, 142, 168,  174-176,  438,  567 

Order  of,  appointing  G.  W.  Beardslee  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes .  84 

Relieved  of  command  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  129, 131, 132 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Guns  found  in  evacuated  defenses  of . . .  56 

Operations  in .  16,  44,  45,  53 

Confederate  ram.  Receipt  of  information  concerning . . .  42 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.  Capture  of . .  33,35 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Plan  of  attack  on .  19 

Hampton  Roads.  Arrival  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  in. . . .  110 

James  River.  Operations  in .  101 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Vessels  detached  from .  7,  76 

North  Carolina.  Confederate  rams  in  waters  of .  50 

Picket  launches.  Disposition  of .  84 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in .  8 

Sherman,  W.  T.  Transmission  of  dispatches  to,  by  naval  officers .  82,  90 

Trading  permits.  Legality  of. . .  42 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Evacuation  of .  45 

Requests  leave  of  absence .  92 

Porter,  J ames  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  46,  74 

Mentioned .  21,  72 

Porter,  John  L.  Mentioned . .  pgg  479 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861. 

Abstract  log. 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S .  284 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship .  284 

Burial  of  dead.  Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pout .  .  286 


Communications  from 

Coast  Survey,  U.  S.,  Superintendent  of .  294 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  286,287 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  291  294 

Sherman,  T.  W .  287 

Congratulatory  communications .  286-288  290  994 

Extract  from  Savannah  Republican,  November  12,  1861 .  295-299 

President,  U.  S.,  recommends  a  vote  of  thanks  to  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  290 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel .  277 

Bankhead,  J.  P .  9gg 

Barnes,  JohnS . . .  270  971 

Budd,  Thomas  A . .  ’  9gQ 

Collins,  N .  9T7 
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Port  Royal,  S.  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Corbin,  Thomas  G .  268 

De  Saussure,  W.  D .  611 

Drayton,  Percival .  - . .  272-274 

Drayton,  Thomas  F .  299,  300 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M .  614 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  261-266 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr . - .  317 

Fulton,  C.  C .  292 

Gillis,  John  P .  274 

Godon,  S.  W .  . - . ----  276 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  291 

Gunnell,  F.  . .  279 

Heyward,  William  C . - .  . - .  310 

Huger,  A.  M . 308 

Lardner,  J.  L . 275 

Lee,  Francis  D . — . - .  312 

Lee,  Robert  . . 299 

Newcomb,  Henry  S . -  - .  281 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A .  282 

Parrott,  E.  G . . .  .  .  284 

Rino-eold,  Cadwalader,  explaining  absence  of  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine.  285 

Ripley,  R.  . .  307 

Rodgers,  C.R.P .  266-268,269 

Sherman,  T.  . . - .  288,290 

Steedman,  Charles .  ^77 

Stevens,  Thomas  . .  281 

Summers,  William  . 276 

Trapier,  J.H . 

Watmough,  P.  . . 

Wyman,  R.  . .  ' 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont .  -91 

Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall . 

Correspondence  of  senior  naval  officer  in,  with  T.  W.  Sherman .  1- 

Exchange  of  fire  with  Confederates  in  harbor  of. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercury . ; 

Extract  from  Savannah  Republican,  November  12, 1861 .  •’> 

Reports  of  y„7 

Ammen,  Daniel . ^ 

Drayton,  Thomas  . . 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  . . 

DuPont,  S.  F . - . 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr . 

Rodgers,  J ohn  ~ . * . 

Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall . . 

Preparations  for  expedition  against.  9q- 

Extract  from  Savannah  Republican,  November,  1-,  <  >  . 

Communications  from  ^55 

Davis,  Charles  . . 

Navy  Department,  U.  . . - . ^  m 

Sherman,  T.  . .  “  ’ 

War  Department,  C.  . .  2^g 

War  Department,  U.  S.  -  - .  291-293 

Loss  of  vessels . 
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Port  Royal,  S.  C. — Continued. 

Preparations  for  expedition  against — Continued. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  22*,  228-230,  254,  255 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  207,  209,  212-215,  217 

President,  U.  S . 208 

Scott,  Winfield . _ .  220 

War  Department,  U.  S .  221 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F .  259 

Gatlin,  R.  C .  828 

Gillis,  John  P .  257 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  291 

Lawton,  A.  R .  828 

Ripley,  R.  S .  827,828 

Sherman,  T.  W . 212 

Reconnoissance  of  harbor  of.  Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  258 

Rumored  appearance  of  Confederate  gunboat  near .  367,  368 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.  Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and  clear¬ 
ing  of  Coosaw  River,  December  31, 1861,  to  January  2,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  446 

Sherman,  T.  W .  44g 

Stevens,  Isaac  I .  4g4 

Congratulatory  orders  of  T.  W.  Sherman . . .  453 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel .  4gg 

Donelson,  D.  S .  4-,3 

DuPont,  S.F . *’.'.".”447,450 

Jones,  James .  4g4 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P .  44g 

Sherman,  T.  W .  4-9 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Aids  to  navigation  needed  in.  Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  335 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . .  561 

Depredations  in  vicinity  of.  Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  2^2 

Sherman,  T.  W .  3_9 

Lardner,  J.  L.,  appointed  to  command  in .  303 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war.  Mentioned .  472  473 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  8Q3 

Navy  Departmeut,  U.  S .  3g4 

Potent,  Julius.  Mentioned . 

Potomac,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 

Potomac  Flotilla. 

Extension  of  limits  of .  g 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . ’”*74*75*104*109, 122 

Fotomska,  U.  S.  S.  ’ 

Expeditions. 

In  vicinity  of  Dorchester,  Ga.,  April  25-27, 1862  .  775-777 

To  Darien,  Ga.,  May  9,  1862  .  „„„ 

To  St.  Catherine’s  Sound .  7_r 

Mentioned .  539,  633,  635)  666;  727;  ^  ?99  g®5 

Orders  for  movements  . . .  425,  631,  672,  706,  728 

Reconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28,  1862..  522-529 


..  734 

418,  421 
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Potomska,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Striking  of,  upon  a  slioal . .  488 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March- 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  581,  583,  584,  591,  593, 595,  598,  606-614,  616. 

Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  47, 143 

Mentioned .  93,  98,  99, 117, 126, 133, 142, 143 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  resulting  from  attack  on  Fort 

Anderson,  N.  C .  32 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  10-12, 14 

Pratt,  Nichols.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  61 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned . - . . .  812 

Prentiss,  George  A. 

Appointed  to  command  blockade  oft’  Georgetown,  S.  C . -  - .  767 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . - . 

Mentioned .  880,  /  33-7,  >6,  759,  798 

Prentiss,  Roderick.  Mentioned . - . — -  360,  561 

President,  C.  S. 

Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads . - . -  -  145-147 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  to  capture . .  139, 140 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . . 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of . .  <s28 

Mentioned .  148, 181,  293,  622,  678,  832 

President,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  assassination  of . .  119, 123, 124, 125, 128, 130 

Correspondence  with 

Congress,  U.S . - . - . -  290>  616 

Fox,  G.  . . - .  (58 

Navy  Department,  U.  .  ^ 

Mentioned .  18,23,77,78,82,83,101, 

105, 169, 170, 175, 176,  214-216,  220,  221,  288, 290,  291,  395,  574,  594,  616,  617 

Visit  of,  to  James  River,  Virginia .  77,  78,  82,  83, 105 

Press. 

General  order  forbidding  publication  of  information  regarding  movements .  546 

Violation  of  general  order .  ^28 

Preston,  John  S.  Mentioned .  . 

Preston,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  265’  2b8>  ^ 

Price,  C.  B.  Mentioned .  ^  [cm 

Price,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Price,  William.  Mentioned .  . 

Pride,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned . 

Prince  Albert,  Brig.  Mentioned . 

Prince,  Major.  Mentioned . 

Prince  of  Wales,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  December  24, 1861  . 

Mentioned . 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of . . . 

Order  of  Navy  Department  regarding  separation  of  ofhcers  and  crews -  bJl 

Providencia,  Spanish  bark.  Mentioned . 429,  479,' 480,  SJ 

Provost,  Nelson.  Mentioned .  .  374I377 

Puiz,  Emilio.  Mentioned .  1 

Purviance,  Hugh  Y. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F .  Du  Pont . . .  ... ! _ 

Mentioned . . . ,  'S0\' "  * 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Fanny  Lee,  November  b,  lbbl  .. 


191 

266 

762 

786 

200 


428-430,  459 
379,  786,  838 

....  783,792 


214,  373 
331 
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Putnam,  General.  See  General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

Putnam,  James  O.  See  Havre,  France,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Pyles,  S.  R.  Mentioned .  600 

Queen,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  38,  39,  43,  85 

Quimby,  Samuel  P.  Report  of  expedition  to  Dorchester,  Ga.,  April  25-27, 

1862  . 777 

Quinn,  Michael.  Mentioned .  761,  762 

Quinn,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  266,280 

Quinnebaug,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Loss  of,  July  20,  1865 . . .  170,171 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 .  281 

Mentioned .  212,  214,  224,  255,  264,  287,  360,  364,  438,  478,  482 

Movements  of .  444 

R.  Burrows,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  330 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 


Mentioned .  21,  38,  55,  72,  211 

Orders  for  movements .  g3 

R.  R.  Higgins,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  744 

Rabb,  E.  A.  Mentioned . „ .  344 

Rachel  S.  Miller,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  229 

Radford,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  the 

Atlantic  Squadron . , . 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 429  432 

Correspondence  with 

Bradley,  George  W .  442 

Braine,  D.  L .  'j9g 

Breese,  K.  R .  424’  130 

Frost,  G.  W .  ’  449 

Grant,  U.  S . 51  57  66 

Macomb,  IV.  II .  149, 159, 161, 163 

Mailletert,  B .  ’ 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . ’  3,'  4, 13,'  23*  51, ‘  69,  124, 125, 

128, 131,  134, 136, 137,  139-142, 145-147,  152, 153, 156,  157,  161, 163, 165, 169 

.  46  130 

Phelps,  T.S . ; .  . . .  121'1?I 

West,  W.C.. .  .  4,  t,  llo,132 

Wise,  II.  A....  171 

General  orders . 

Reports  of. . * .  45>  46’ 48’  67’  76’  79’  93/l20,'l30, 139,'l41,'l62,‘l64,'  166, 167 


Cape  Fear  River.  Operations  in . 

Chicopee,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for . 

Hampton  Roads. 

Guard  ship  in . 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from. . 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Operation,  in ......  .  6, 10, 14, 15,  IT,  18, 41, 48, 66, 68, 78 

liaising  of  Confederate  vessels  in . 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

List  of  vessels  of .  ,  „  ,  „„  „  „„ 

Vessels  detached  from  . - - 'l22,'i32,‘l36, 14R  U$,  147,  155, 1G8 


.  172 

.  167 

.  144 

145-147,  148, 152, 154 
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Radford,  William — Continued. 

.rage. 

Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Arrival  at . 172 

Departure  for . 170 

Preparations  for  departure  for .  166 

President,  U.  S.  Search  for  assassin  of .  119  123 

Quinnebaug,  U.  S.  trausport.  Loss  of . .  170 

Roanoke  River.  Seizure  of  property  in . .  149 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  134 

York  and  Rappahannock  rivers.  Operations  in . _  _  _ .  66,  67 

Ramsay,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 47,112 

Report  of  clearing  torpedoes  from  James  River,  Virginia .  104 

Mentioned .  21,73,94,98,118,142 

Randolph,  John.  See  John  Randolph,  Ship. 

Raney,  David  G.  Mentioned . 297 

Raney  &  Neafy.  Mentioned .  340 

Rappahannock  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in.  Report  of  William  Rad¬ 
ford  .  67 

Ratcliff,  James  B.  Mentioned .  187 

Ravenel,  Ship.  Mentioned . 786 

Ravenel,  F.  G.  Report  of  abduction  of  Confederate  steamer  Planter  from 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  May  13, 1862 .  825 

Ravenel,  W.  C.  Mentioned .  307 

Read,  B.  H.  Mentioned .  309,  310 

Read,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  301-304 

Read,  William  W.  Mentioned . 187,319 

Reagan,  John  H.  Mentioned .  145 

Rebecca,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  708,709 

Rebecca  Sims,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned . 418,421 

Rechid,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 517,558 

Redding,  William  F.  Mentioned . .  691,  705 

Redman,  Curtis.  Mentioned . 537 

Reed,  Allen  V.  Mentioned . 154 

Reed,  Harry.  Mentioned . 546 

Reed,  John  H.  Mentioned . 99 

Release,  U.  S.  hark. 

Mentioned.. . .  21,  55,  72,  94, 107,  118, 127, 134, 144, 154,  173,  533,  540,  567,  570,  664,  706 

Orders  for  movements . .  539 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Movements  of .  706 

Orders  for  movements . — .  533 

Relyea,  C.  J.  Mentioned . - . - . . .  825 

Renaudin,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  535 

Renshaw,  Richard  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Kerens,  J.  H .  135 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S .  170,172 

Porter,  D.  D . 101 

Mentioned . - .  21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Reports  of. 

Richmond,  Va.  Seizure  of  timber  at .  172 

Washington,  N.  C.  Condition  of  inhabitants  of .  135 

Renshaw,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned. ..  21,  72,  94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 154, 160,  165, 169 

Republic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  21,  55,  72,  83,  94, 106, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Resolute,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  29o,  298,  362 
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Restless,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by . 

Destruction  of  vessels  in  Bull’s  Bay, 

1862  . 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Revere,  British  schooner.  Mentioned  .. 

Reynolds,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Reynolds,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 

Weidman,  John . 

Mentioned . 


Page. 

.  666-668,  681-683,  719,  795,  796,  810 

South  Carolina,  February  13  and  14, 

.  547-550 

.  533,  535,  543,  546,  773,  785,  793,  818 

.  425,529,530,711 

.  408,409 

.  758 


238,  566,  568,  631,  658,  659 

.  237 

. .  217,223, 


232,  236, 237,  240-243,  247-249,  251,  259,  285, 573,  576,  603,  631,  657,  658,  660 


Reports  of. 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.  Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from .  233-236 

Marine  battalion.  Embarkation  of,  for  expedition  to  coasts  of  Georgia 

and  Florida .  568 

Reynolds,  William.  Mentioned .  39 

Reynolds,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  483 

Mentioned . - .  686 

Rhind,  Alexander  C. 

Appointed  to  command  in  North  Edisto  River .  507 

Correspondence  with 

Breintnall,  John  H.  H .  758 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  536,  540,  686,  745,  791 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  425 


Mentioned .  4,  7,  20,  71,  76,  87,  92,  93, 116, 125, 

133, 143, 153,  507, 517,  520, 538,  560,  603,  684,  686,  715,  726,  727,  757,  789,  792 


Reports  of. 

Edisto  Island,  S.  C.  Support  of  army  forces  on .  676 

Neuse  River.  Operations  in .  64,  65,  67,  71,  99,«100 

North  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in .  520 

Reconnoissance  in,  February  26-28, 1862  . .  .  560 

Seabrook’s  Island.  Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862  .  758,  759 

South  Edisto  River.  Expedition  up,  April  29, 1862 .  790 

Rhoades,  Archibald  C. 

Mentioned .  609,  610 

Report  of  attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  IJ.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Ga .  611 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  413, 
501,676.  Light — Regiments:  1st,  483. 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4,  21,  43, 55,  61,  72,  348,  416,  476,  477,  480,  604,  6U5,  732,  744,  764 

Movements  of .  148,  222 

Orders  for  movements .  14,  62,  68,  755 

Rice,  - - .  Mentioned .  (329 

Rice,  John  P.  Mentioned .  421 

Rich,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  648 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in  Treat’s  Reach,  James  River,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  January  23  and  24, 1865 .  189 

Mentioned .  101,  124, 138, 182, 185, 187,  419,  478 

Orders  for  movements .  180 

Richmond,  L.  C.  See  L.  C.  Richmond,  Ship. 
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Richmond,  Va. 

Correspondence  relative  to  possession  of  Confederate  naval  property  in 
vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  K59 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  j69  172 

Reports  of 

Parker,  James .  707 

Rensliaw,  R.  T . 772 

Evacuation  of . . . .  07, 100, 101, 106, 191 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B.  Mentioned . . . .  784 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Movements  of .  920 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader. 

Correspondence  with 

Burckam,  G.  E . . .  245 

Du  Pout,  S.  F .  238,  247,  254,  335,  360,  403 

Litchfield,  C.  L . 244 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  252  253 

New  York,  Mayor  of .  250  251 

Medal  presented  to,  hy  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  248,  219 

Mentioned .  213,  232,  234-236,  246,  248-252, 259,  344,’  415 

Reports  of. 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.  Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from .  236, 

239-243,  244,  247 

Sabine,  U.  S.  frigate.  Absence  of,  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  285 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to,  from 

Congress,  U.  S . 248 

Maryland,  Legislature  of . _  _  _  251-253 


New  York,  Common  Council  of . . . .  250,251 

Ripley,  General.  See  General  Ripley,  Schooner. 

Ripley,  Roswell  S. 

Correspondence  with  F.  G.  Ravenel .  82 

Mentioned .  299,  301,  303,  307,  380,  423,  784,  807,  821,  832 

Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7, 1861  .  307 

Expedition  to . . .  827,  828 

River  Queen,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  77,78,82,175,  176 

Roanoke,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  .  101, 177, 185, 187 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  288 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  1 1, 12, 14,  214,  232 

Movements  of . 128 

Orders  for  movements . . . .  121, 122 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Operations  in. 

Communication  from  David  D.  Porter . . .  15 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter . 8 

Reports  of 

English,  Earl .  125 

Febiger,  John  C .  107,  109,  123 

Franklin,  Charles  L . 108 

Macomb,  W.  H .  22,  87, 116 

Porter,  David  D . . . .  8 

Seizure  of  property  in. 

Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S .  159 

Lawson,  Peter . 149 
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Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina— Continued.  Page. 

Seizures  of  property  in — Continued. 

Communications  from 

Schofield,  J.  M .  158 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  ^8 

War  Department,  II.  S . - .  l^8 

Orders  and  instructions  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  162, 163,  165 

Reports  of 

Brooks,  John  A.  J . - .  .  151 

Frankie,  Jones .  158 

Macomb,  W.  H . - .  148, 149, 159, 161, 163,  164, 166 

Radford,  William . - . 

Thornton,  James  S .  156 

Roath,  Warrington  D.  Mentioned . 20,71 

Robert  Peel,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  355 

Roberts,  David  S. 

Mentioned .  39,  41 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  February  15,  1865 .  40 

Roberts,  Francis.  Mentioned .  646 

Roberts,  P.  T.  Mentioned .  134 

Roberts,  William  W.  Mentioned .  186, 187 

Robertson,  James  P.  Mentioned .  38,265,267,731 

Robin  Hood,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,421 

Robinson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  641 

Robinson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  604 

Rockville,  S.  C. 

Expedition  to.  Report  of  Percival  Drayton .  405 

Reconnoissance  of.  See  North  Edisto  Elver.  Operations  in,  p.  520. 

Rockwell,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  Percival  Drayton .  691 

Mentioned .  267,  285,  397,  799 

Rockwell,  William  S.  Mentioned. . . - .  554 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  John  S .  270,  271 

Cannon,  James  S . . .  820 

Corbin,  Thomas  G .  268 

DuPont,  S.  F . 382,392 

Gillmore,  Q.  A .  726 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  824 

Mentioned .  221,  262- 

264,  382-385,  387,  395,  396,  415,  416,  447,  451-453, 491,  494,  523,  524, 526-528, 
574,  576,  577,  584,  587,  598,  599,  601,  603,  624,  635,  646,  684,  685,  722,  730,  731 
Reports  of. 

Darlington,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  and  occupation  of  St.  Mary’s,  Ga..  578 
Fort  Pulaski. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of,  Aj>ril  10-11,  1862  .  731 

Postponement  of  attack  upon .  725 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Operations  in,  March  21-22,  1862 .  647 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia.  Re¬ 
connoissance  in .  397 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 .  266-268,  269 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.  Attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and 

clearing  of  Coosaw  River .  448 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.  Occupation  of .  595 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Reconnoissance  of,  December  5-6,  1861  .  385 
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Rodgers,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Bankhead,  J.  P . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  324  428,  482,  491 

Gillis,  J.  P .  468 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  59  (32  68 

Mentioned .  260,  263,  265,  268,  285,  293,  324-327,  355,  356,  359,  363, 

410,  417,  438,  465,  468,  470,  487,  491,  493,  496,  498,  502,  525,  527,  537,  541,  559 
Reports  of. 

Flag,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  340 

Freeborn’s  Cut.  Recounoissance  in,  January  7,  1862  .  468,469 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Exchange  of  lire  with  Confederates  in  harbor  of  ..  255 

Y\  right’s  and  Mud  rivers.  Recounoissance  in,  January  17  to  Febru- 


.  492,494,496,501-503 

348,  427,  458,  529,  535,  625,  773,  816,  817 

• .  365 

DuPont .  659,660 

.  5,24,27,29,30 

38,  72 


ary  18,  1862 . . 

Roebuck,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Rogiro,  Nicholas.  Correspondence  with  S 
Rolando,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 

Mentioned . 

Rollins,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned . . . . . __  457 

Roman,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  21,72,94 

Ronckendorff,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock .  64 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  R . 97 

Chandler,  R .  98 

Porter,  D.  D . . .  95, 109 

Mentioned .  72,  94,  98,  99, 117, 126, 133,  143 

Report  of  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  prizes  captured  in  James  River .  142 

Rootes,  George  M.  Mentioned . 187 

Rootes,  Lawrence  M.  Mentioned . . .  .  187 

Rootes,  Thomas  R.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell  . .  . . . .  182 

Rosa,  Rudolph. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont . .  526 

Mentioned . 1 .  525,  553 

Rosalind,  Brig.  Mentioned . 638 

Rose,  Hugh.  Mentioned . . .  - .  _  302,  307,  311 

Ross,  George  C.  See  George  C.  Itoss,  Brig. 

Rotan,  Samuel.  See  Samuel  Botan,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Rowe,  William  R.  Mentioned . 187 

Rowland,  John  H.  Mentioned . 265,267 

Rowntree,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  20,  71,  93,  117,  126,  133, 143 

Ruggles,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  191 

Russ,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned . - .  811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11,  1862  . -  812 

Russell,  James.  Mentioned .  734 

Russell,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  93, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Russell,  Harry.  Mentioned .  653 

Russell,  Lord  John.  Mentioned . - .  760 

Rutherford,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  762 
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Rutledge,  John. 

Mentioned .  . 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island. 


Page. 

295 

842 


Ryan,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Street  &  West  . . .  761 

Mentioned .  762,  763 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  173,  175 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .... ...... ...... ...... .. .  82, 100,  286,  327 ,  340,  344,  359— 3bl,  411,  438,  480 

Orders  for  movements .  254,  335,  403,  415 

Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from  steamer  Governor,  November  1-3,  1861  .  232— 

253,  255,  259,  285 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  -  - .  558,  603 

Saffron,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  . .  21,  54,  73,  94,  98, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Benham,  II.  W .  765 

DuPont,  S.F . 765 

Wright,  II.  G . - .  581 

Report  of  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson .  643,  723,  764 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  539 

Occupation  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  601,  603 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  597,  602,  631 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  598,  599,  604 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A . . . . . . . .  753 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P  .  595 

Reconnoissance  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pout .  588 

Report  of  W.  E.  Le  Roy .  592 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  of.  Mentioned  . . .  595,  596 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  et  al.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont _  659,  660 

St.  Augustine  Creek,  Georgia. 

Confederate  battery  on.  Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman  .  . .  538 

Reconnoissance  in.  See  Wilmington  Narrows.  Reconnoissance  in. 

St.  Catherine’s  Sound. 

Expedition  to.  Reports  of 

Lanier,  E . 756 

Watmough,  P.  G . 756 

Search  for  blockade  runner  near.  Order  of  E.  Lanier .  728 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Re¬ 
connoissance  of,  December  5-9, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  386 

Sherman,  T.  W .  386,387 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival .  388 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  388 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Orders  and  instructions. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont . . .  720 
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St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries.  Reconnoissances  in, 
November  25-28, 1861. 

Abstract  log  of  the 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S .  323 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S .  323 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont . . . .  319 

Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  329 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival . 321 

DuPont,  S.F . . . .  ..  320,321 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  . .  543 

Mentioned .  529 

St.  Johns,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 304 

St.  John’s  Bluff,  Fla.  Destruction  of  earthworks  on.  Reports  of 

Budd,  William . 699 

Stevens,  T.  H . - .  997 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  620,621 

Confederate  military  strength  on.  Communications  from  H.  G.  Wright.  581,  582 
Expedition  in,  March  18-25,  1862,  and  raising  of  yacht  America. 

Proclamation  of  T.  W.  Sherman .  639 

Stevens,  T.  H . 638,640 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Ammen,  Daniel . . .  597,  696 

Du  Pont,  S.F . . .  615,  642,  716,  751,  807 

Mays,  R.  G .  696 

Sherman,  T.  W . 597 

Stevens,  T.  H . . .  724,  745 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival . . . 691 

DuPont,  S.F . 717,743,799 

Stevens,  T.  H .  594,729 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel .  662,  695,  712,  748,  804-806 

Budd,  William . 699 

Du  Pont,  S.F . . . .  599,  747,  783 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A . 806 

Stevens,  T.  H . . .  631, 686,  690,  697,  705,  728,  739 

Trapier,  J.  H .  618 

See  also  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship. 

Capture  of  Schooner  Fanny  Lee,  November  6,  1861 . 331 

Mentioned .  214,  222,  346,  355,  359,  361,  373,  380,  416,  427,  438,  541 

Orders  for  movements .  411,490,529 

St.  Martin, - .  Mentioned .  832,833 

St.  Mary’s,  Steamer. 

Discovery  and  raising  of . - . .  638,  640,  643 

Mentioned . 487,615,632 

St.  Mary’s,  Ga.  Occupation  of.  Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival .  577 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  574,  588 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P . 578 


Stevens,  T.  H 
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St.  Mary’s  River.  Operations  in.  Page. 

Engagement  near  Brick  Yard . - .  584,  590 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival .  590,  666 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 588 

Stevens,  T.  II .  584 

See  also  St.  Mary’s,  Ga. 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.  See  Emily  St.  I’ierre,  Ship. 

St.  Simon’s  Island. 

Condition  of  batteries  on.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill .  830 

Negro  colony  on . -  . . .  633,  689,  692,  727,  756 

See  also  Brunswick,  Ga.  Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia. 

Affairs  in.  Report  of  S.  W.  Godon . . . . .  688 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont..  392,  395,  403,  487,  530,  706,  744,  745,  802 

Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  788  > 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.F . 692 

Godon,  S.  W .  689 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F.  .  633 

Godon,  S.  W .  633 

Lanier,  E .  727 

See  also  Darien,  Ga.  Reconnoissance  from  Brunswick,  Ga.,  to. 

Sallie,  Schooner.  Mentioned . .  628 

Sampson,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  295,  297, 298,  362 

Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Arrest  of  commanding  officer  of . .  60,  61 

Mentioned . . ....  18,  21,  54,  73, 82,  94, 118, 127, 132, 144, 154 

Orders  for  movements . . . .  134 

Sands,  J.  Woodville.  Mentioned .  151 

Sands,  Louis.  Mentioned  . . 664 

Sanford,  H.  S.  See  Brussels,  Belgium,  U.  S.  minister  to. 

Sangamon,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  142 

Mentioned .  73,  94,  98,  99, 118, 127, 134, 144, 152, 154,  156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Movements  of .  55,  60 

Orders  for  movements .  Ill 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  296 

Santee  River,  South  Carolina.  Captures  made  in .  681-683 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  55,  67,  73,  94, 118,  127, 134, 144, 147,  471,  784,  796 

Orders  for  movements .  77 

Sapard,  Captain.  Mentioned . .  301,305 

Sarah,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  May  1,  1862 .  793,8(  0 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  11, 1861  .  393-395 

Mentioned .  433 

Sarah  Cullen,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Sarah  J.  Bright,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Saratoga,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Sartori,  Lewis  C. 

Mentioned .  214,  341 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Flag .  339 
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Sary,  Frank.  Mentioned .  ^0 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . . . 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  32,  33, 45,  52, 54,  63,  73,  81,  94, 118, 127, 136, 174, 176 

Orders  for  movements .  gg 

Satterthwait,  Jane.  See  Jane  Satterthwait,  Schooner. 

Saugus,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  ^  12 

Mentioned . .  51,  52,  73,  94,  98,  99, 1 18 

Orders  for  movements . 69 

Saulsbury,  Willard.  See  Willard  Saulsbury,  Schooner. 

Sauvelle,  F.  A.  Mentioned .  347 

Savage,  Hugh  H.  Mentioned . 20,72 

Savage,  John  H.  Mentioned .  834 

Savannah,  U.  S.  ship. 

Abstract  log,  December  6, 1861 .  394 

Captures  made  by . 339,  370 

Engagement  at  mouth  of  Savannah  Diver,  November  26, 1861  .  363 

Mentioned .  214,  222,  231,  344,  348,  349,  355,  359, 

372,  383,  386,  401,  407,  410,  416,  419,  420,  425,  427,  445,  460, 470,  481,  488,  541 

Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  November  24, 1861  .  325,  326 

Operations  in  Tybee  Roads .  365,  378 

Orders  for  movements . . .  255,  382,  424, 490,  519 

Savannah,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  273, 295-297,  665 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Affairs  in  and  about. 

Communications  from  H.  G.  Wright . .  461 


Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F .  432,663 

Gillis,  John  P .  460,664 

Missroon,  J.  S  . .  432 

Terry,  Alfred  H .  359 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 360 

Sewell,  William .  222 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  P .  334,  344 

Missroon,  J.  S .  348 

Reports  of  J.  S.  Missroon . .  231,  355 

Defenses  of.  Information  from  deserter  regarding.  Report  of  J.  P. 

Gillis . 552 

Escape  of  steamer  Fingal  into . 828 


Operations  against.  See  Fort  Jackson,  Fort  Pulaski,  New  Fiver,  Savannah 
Paver,  Tybee,  Wall’s  Cut,  Wassaw  Sound,  Wilmington  Island, 
Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  Wilmington  Narrows. 


Savannah  River. 

Blockade  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 

Confederate  ironclad  in. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F .  670,672,674 

Sherman,  T.  W .  684 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N .  668,669 

Gillis,  Jonas  H .  663,680 

Viele,  Egbert  L .  669 
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Savannah  River — Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of. 

Abstract  log 

Flag,  U.  S.  S . - .  363 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S . - .  333 

Reports  of 

Goldsboro  ugh,  J.  R . 33^ 

Missroon,  J.  S .  3®3 

Naval  engagement  in .  494,500,501,505,524,525,526,527,528 

Obstruction  of  passage  between  Wassaw  Sound  and.  Orders  and  instruc¬ 
tions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  438,  445 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  670,  752,  753 

Sherman,  T.  W .  485,  486,  510,  652,  669,  673,  684 

Viele,  Egbert  L .  752 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N .  641,  653,  747,  770 

Godon,  S.W . .  . . . .  700 

Lardner,  J.  L . .  641,  652 

Wells,  C.  H . - - -  653 

See  also  Savannah,  Ga.  Operations  against. 

Saxton,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with  L.  II.  Pelouze .  367,  445 

Mentioned . .  •  -  467,  474,  567 

Scanlan,  Charles  A.  Mentioned . .  310,311 

Scanlan,  S.  E.  Mentioned . . . -  319 

Scarlet,  Mr.  Mentioned . - .  633 

Schenck,  Janies  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Graham,  Charles  K .  11 

Wood,  George  W . . . . .  12 

Report  of  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek,  Virginia,  February  5-7, 1865 . .  10 

Schindler,  M.  A.  See  M.  A.  Schindler,  Schooner. 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  23,  24,  26,  27,  30 

Mentioned .  3,  4,  28,  30,  33,  34,  57,  65,  70,  90, 158, 159, 163. 166, 173 

Schultz,  Steamer.  Destruction  of . . .  186 

Scott,  Mr.  Mentioned . . . . .  836 

Scott,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  187 

Scott,  Margaret.  See  Margaret  Scott,  Baric. 

Scott,  Robert  W.  Mentioned . 808 

Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox . . .  219 

Mentioned . . .  375,  392 

Scott,  Winfield.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman .  220 

Scott,  Winfield.  See  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Screven, - Mentioned .  469,  506,  524,  527,  528,  662 

Screven,  John  H.  Mentioned .  301 

Scuppernong  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Report  of  Earl  Eng¬ 
lish . 73 

Seaboard,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  120,  121,  167,  168 

Seabrook,  Steamer.  Mentioned. . 679,734-737 

Seabrook,  Paul  H.  Mentioned .  303 
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Seabrook’s  Island,  South  Carolina.  P.age. 

Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862. 

Casualties .  758 

Reports  of 

Breintuall,  John  H.  H . v . . .  758 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . . - .  757 

Rhind,  A.  C . - . - .  758,759 

Recounoissauce  to,  April  14, 1862. 

. . .  742 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Report  of  E.  Q.  Fellows .  742 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  46 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  119, 

161,  217,  231,  333,  376,  377,  395, 401,  407,  439,  467, 535,  554,  622,  626 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned .  840,842 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned. .  14, 15,  48,  61,  102, 105, 115, 131, 149, 170,  219, 
230,  231,  248,  342,  344,  348.  408-410,  414,  418,  430,  508,  542,  656,  751,  772,  824 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  169,216,222,329,508,741,742 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  Mentioned .  504 

Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.  Mentioned.  146,159,163,207,210,215,220,374,376,377,  730 

Sedgwick,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Sedgwick,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  746 

Selden,  George  L.  Mentioned . -  -  473 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . - .  47,  77 

Mentioned .  20,  72,  84,  88,  93,  97, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Semmes,  Alexander  A. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F .  745 

Porter,  D.  D . - . ---  412 

Quimby,  S.  F . . 777 

Mentioned .  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154,  741,  <75,  776,  799,  802 

Reports  of. 

Darien,  Ga.  Expedition  to . 

Dorchester,  Ga.  Expedition  to,  April  25-27,  1862 . 

Semmes,  Raphael. 

Appointed 

To  command  James  River  Squadron .  183 

Rear-admiral .  1^1 

Correspondence  with 

1 Q9 

Beauregard,  G.  T . . . * . 

Brent,  G.  . 192 

i  qi 

Lomax,  L.  . . 

Martin,  W.  . .  191 

Mitchell,  J.  . .  1^ 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  1!,1 

Mentioned . - .  56,184,190 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861  .  266,  274 

Captures  made  by .  369,370,372-374 

Mentioned .  209,212,214,225,262,275, 

380  415,  427,  428,  438,  460,  465,  482,  487,  488,  538-540,  552,  554,  560,  663,  6/2 

\  957 

Movements  of . 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  566,  567,  570,  571,  573,  593. 

Operations  in  Wilmington  River,  Georgia . -  -  564 

Orders  for  movements . . .  351,  366,  400,  401,  656,  665 
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Seminole,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Reeonnoissance 

In  Freeborn’s  Cut,  Georgia,  January  7, 1862 .  468-470 

To  Beaufort,  S.  C . .  653 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861 .  278 

Captures  made  by .  369,  370 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing  of  Coo- 

saw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31, 1861-January  2, 1862.  446-456 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33,  52,  54,  73,  82,  94, 118,  127,  134, 141, 157, 174,  206,  218,  224 

255,  256,  260, 262, 269,  277,  293,  326,  332,  349,  353,  363,  391,  406, 421,427,  475, 
498, 502, 504,  507,  517,  520,  672,  686,  705,  714,  718,  744,  752,  773,  799,  805, 815 
Occupation  of 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,  November  9, 1861  .  336-339 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861  . . .  327 

Operations  in 

North  Edisto  River,  Georgia .  405,  430-432,  464,  516 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida .  662,  695-697,  712,  747-751,  804,  806,  807 

Orders  for  movements .  47,  254,  392,  403,  506,  537,  671,  687,  743 

Reeonnoissance  in 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861 .  . .  . .  395-397 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  December  5-6, 1861  .  385 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862  .  522-529 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  2S  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  583,  584,  587,  588,  593,  597-599. 

Serrell,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  368 

Seward,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned .  344 

Seward,  William  H.  See  Secretary  of  State,  F.  S. 

Sewell,  William.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  IJ.  S .  .  222 

Seyburn,  Isaac  D.  Mentioned . . .  266 

Seymour,  Isaac  N.  See  Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.S.  S. 

Shafer,  James  E.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida .  256 

Shallotte  Inlet.  Expedition  to.  See  Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet. 

Shamrock,  IJ.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  9, 16,  21,  22,  49,  51,  54,  58,  73,  75,  76,  94, 108, 

118, 123, 127,  134-136, 144,  145,  149, 154-156,  159-161,  163,  165, 166,  1(>8,  169 

Movements  of .  .  44  106 

Operations  in  Chowan  River .  06,  102 

Seizure  of  steamer  Philadelphia .  107 

Shankland,  William  F.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  II.  S .  554 

Shark,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  360 

Sharratt,  F.  T.  Mentioned .  379  330 

Shawmut,  II.  S.  S. 

Casualties  resulting  to  boat’s  crew  of,  from  explosion  of  torpedo .  44 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33,  52,  64,  68,  73,  82,  85 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  .  36 

Orders  for  movements .  47  74. 

Shawsheen,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  230 

Mentioned .  218 

Sheer,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned . .  21  73 

Sheffield,  Edward.  Mentioned . 394 

Sheldon,  W.  B.  Report  of  arrival  of  schooner  Active  at  Philadelphia .  779 

Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  ship. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  steamer  Delaware .  820 

.  770 


Orders  for  movements 
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Shepley,  George  F.  Mentioned . .  23 

Shepperd,  Francis  E.  Mentioned . . .  185,187 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Mentioned .  . .  79-81 

Sherman,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beard,  O.  T . 478 

Beil,  Louis .  413 

Collius,  N .  669 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  216,  220,  287,  319,  324,  352,  364,  367,  368,  371,  376,  383,  384, 

386,  387,  390, 402,  412,  421,  426,  434,  435,  437,  446,  467,  478,  483,  485,  486,  493, 
496,  498,  500,  526,  532,  538,  555,  556,  567-571,  597,  603,  670,  673,  684,  701,  702 

Gardiner,  G.  F .  494 

Lardner,  J.  L  .  652 

Meigs,  M.  C .  510 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C.,  Senior  naval  officer .  669 

Scott,  Winfield .  220 

State  Department,  U.  S .  212,  375 

Viele,  Egbert  L .  669 

War  Department,  U.  S .  221,  377 

General  orders .  453 

Mentioned .  208,  219,  259,  261,  284,  290, 294,  300,  322,  332, 

349,  350,  364,  367,  369,  374-377,  382,  447,  453,  476,  477,  491,  499,  520,  523,  524, 
541,  559,  566,  583,  603,  615,  639,  642,  643,  652,  657,  660,  676,  685-688,  702,  705 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of  east  Florida  .. . .  639 

Eeports  of. 

Port  Eoval,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 . 288-290 

Preparations  for  expedition  against .  212 

Port  Eoyal  Ferry,  S.  C.  Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and 

clearing  of  Coosaw  Eiver . 452 

Venus  Point.  Attack  upon  battery  on . 500 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  T.  S.  Phelps . 127 

Transmission  of  dispatches  to,  by  naval  officers.  Eeports  of 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton .  90 

Porter,  David  D .  82,  90 

Mentioned .  59,  70,  82-84,  86, 87,  90-92,  99, 104, 107, 189 

Sherwood,  Henry.  Mentioned .  516 

Shippey,  W.  Frank.  Mentioned .  187 

Shokokon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  19,  21,  54,  64,  73,  92,  94,  96, 103, 109, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Movements  of .  58, 125 

Shrapnel,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  101,124,186 

Shrapnel,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Expedition  into  Neuse  Eiver . .  64,  65 

Shubrick,  William  B.  See  Light- House  Board,  Superintendent  of. 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at. 

Skunk,  Francis  J.  Mentioned . - . -  -  -  725 

Shuter,  John.  Mentioned .  609,  610 

Sicard,  Montgomery. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  47 

Mentioned . -  -  -  21,  73 

Sidney  Hall,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Silliman,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  809 

Simmons,  John  W.  Mentioned . ---  93 

Simonita,  Spanish  brig.  Mentioned .  483 
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Simpson,  Smith  S.  Mentioned . —  187 

Simpson,  William  D.  Mentioned .  455 

Sims,  Rebecca.  See  Rebecca  Sims,  Ship. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  Brig.  Mentioned .  786 

Sisson,  O.  Mentioned .  421 

Skiddaway  and  Green  islands,  Georgia.  Abandonment  of  batteries  on. 
Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  663 

Gill  is,  John  P .  664 

Skinner,  James  T.  Mentioned .  421 

Skinner,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  182, 187 

Skirwan,  Steamer.  Seizure  of .  148, 152,  159 

Skull  Creek,  South  Carolina.  Order  of  Percival  Drayton  regarding  attack 

upon  U.  S.  S.  Ellen  in .  .  433 

Slack,  William  B.  Mentioned . . .  210 

Slaght,  James  C. 

Mentioned . 121 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River,  Virginia .  120 

Slaves.  See  Fugitive  slaves. 

Sleeper,  Henry  J. 

Mentioned .  781,  793,  800 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sarah,  May  1,  1862 .  793 

Slidell,  J ohn.  Mentioned .  347,  379,  399,  640,  643 

Sloman,  B.  W.  Mentioned .  319 

Smalls,  John.  Mentioned . 825 

Smalls,  Robert.  Abduction  of  Confederate  steamer  Planter  from  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.,  by.  See  Planter,  Confederate  steamer. 

Smart,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  266 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned .  402 

Smith,  Mr.  Mentioned . 150 

Smith,  Angus.  Mentioned . 463 

Smith,  Buckingham.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  622 

Smith,  Charles. 

Mentioned .  . .  _ .  . .  . .  667,  796 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Julia  Worden  and  destruction  of  schooner 

George  Washington .  668 

Smith,  Edmund  Kirby.  Mentioned .  622 

Smith,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  187 

Smith,  George  F.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida .  256 

Smith,  Gustave.  Mentioned.... .  235 

Smith,  Isaac.  See  Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S. 

Smith,  John  S. 

Mentioned .  636,637 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida .  256 

Smith,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  814 

Smith,  M.  Whit.  Mentioned .  g00 

Smith,  Peter  W.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  177 

Smith,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  825 

Smith,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned .  93,117  126  133  143 

Smith,  William  (Acting  master’s  mate).  Mentioned .  187 

Smith,  William  (Fireman).  Mentioned .  609  611 

Snell,  Alfred  T.  Mentioned .  465 

Snowdrop,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  p-,6 

Snowflake,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Solano,  Matthew.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  659  660 

Soles,  William.  Mentioned .  677-679 
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Somerset,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  765,766 

Sophia,  Brig.  Mentioned . * .  638 

South  America,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by .  331, 

345,  346,  361,  369,  370,  372-378,  390,  393-395,  397,  402,  428-430,  445,  446, 
459,  480,  536,  547-550,  562-564,  574,  576,  578,  627,  635,  666,  677,  679,  681-683, 
707-711,  718,  737,  738,  760-764,  778-781,  793-796,  800,  801,  809-811,  820-826 
Commendatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  management 

of . 508 

Correspondence  relative  to  organization  of. 

Communications  from 

Coast  Survey,  U.  S.,  Superintendent  of . . .  221,224 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . 206 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . -  - .  195,  210 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F .  217,  218,  224-226, 228-230 

Navy  Department,  U.  S  - .  207,  208,  209, 210,  212,  213-216,  217,  224 

President,  U.  S . - .  208 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . - .  209,  213,  218,  223 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  et  al . - . .  195-206 

Departure  of  vessels  of,  from  Hampton  Roads,  under  command  of  S.  F. 

Du  Pont .  230,  259 

Disposition  of  vessels .  358,  427,  465,  482,  533,  771,  814-818 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  appointed  to  command .  208,  209 

General  orders .  286,  381,  484, 532,  546,  778 

Limits  of .  208,  213 

Nomination  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  as  flag-officer  to  command,  confirmed  by  U.  S. 

Senate .  670 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  vessels  boarded  and  stations.  690 

Order  to  combine,  with  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  157 

Repairs  to  vessels  of .  41b 

Request  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  more  vessels .  106,  740 

Selection  of  master’s  mates  for  promotion  to  acting  masters . - .  792 

Supplies  for .  490,  508,  529,  635,  746,  755,  774,  799,  801,  813 

Vessels  detached  from  — .  634,  665,  746,  766,  781,  782,  808 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  208,  209,  213,  218, 

224,  343,  381,  425,  458,  459,  466,  467,  481,  552,  554,  558,  630,  635,  721,  767,  770 
South  Carolina. 

Affairs  in.  Communications  from  E.  J.  Arthur . - .  832 

Condition  of  light-houses  on  coast  of.  Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  692 

Defense  of.  Report  of  Robert  E.  Lee .  837 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  of.  See  reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 

Places  on  coast  of,  in  possession  of  United  States .  399 

South  Carolina,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  186,  787 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

President,  C.  . . 

War  Department,  C.  . . 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions :  15th  {Lucas),  476;  Regiments:  1st,*  301, 
306-308  310,  424.  Light — Battalions:  German,  307-310;  Bat¬ 
teries:  Marion,  476,  618;  Beaufort,  304,  314,  317,  319,  ^37,  o38; 

Lee’s  (  Washington),  476.  _ 
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South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued.  Page. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  4th,  436;  Companies:  Screven’s,*  301,  314;  Regi¬ 
ments:  '1st  (Martin’s  Mounted  ndlitia),  300,  454,  455;  2d,  190. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  t  {Rifles),  834;  llt.h  (also  called  9th),  301,  304, 
306-308,  310,  311,  314,  317;  Company  E  ( Hamilton  Guards),  301, 

305;  Company  I  ( Colleton  Rifles),  314 ;  12th,  301,303-305,314-316, 

454,  455,  834 ;  13th,  300 ;  14th,  413,  453,  454 ;  15th,  302,  303,  306,  311. 


South  Edisto  River. 

Expedition  up,  April  29,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F  . . -  -  79jl 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  792 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . .  789 

Rhind,  A.  C . . .  790 

Operations  in. 

Communication  from  H.  W.  Benham . - .  747 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . . .  720 

Report  of  W.  T.  Truxtun .  688 

Reconnoissance  in,  December  26  and  27,  1861.  Report  of  W.  T. Truxtun  .  436 

See  also  North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina. 


Southern  Ports.  Blockade  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking 


vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Southerner,  Ship.  Mentioned . 638 

Southern  States.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward  foreign  consuls 

in .  362,  489,  620 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 175 

South  Santee  River.  Operations  in.  Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B . 734-736 

Bentley,  J.  W .  737 

Southwick,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Sowerby,  J.  J. 

Mentioned .  39 

Report  of  accidents  on  board  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac . .  41 

Spanish  Consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Mentioned .  362 

Spaulding,  Randolph.  Mentioned . 311,756 

Spaulding,  S.  R.  See  S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Spavin,  Robert.  Mentioned .  283 

Speidel,  John.  Mentioned .  524 

Spencer,  Thomas  W.  Report  of  arrest  of  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S. 

Samuel  Rotan .  60,  61 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  110 

Mentioned . . .  21,  72,  94, 117, 127, 133,  143,  472 


Spraggins,  Richard  N.  Mentioned  . . 

Sprague,  William  P.  Mentioned  . . 

Sprague,  Soule  &  Co.  Mentioned . 

Spray,  Schooner.  Rescue  of  crew  of . 

Sproston,  John  G. 

Mentioned . 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  November  9,  1861 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  Affairs  at . 

Spuyten  Duyvil,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Star  of  the  South,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . 


. .  187 

. .  811 

. .  350 

. . .  61 

.  278,  336,  337,  504,  695,  749 

.  337 

.  751 

7,  21,  54,  73,  94, 118,  127, 134 
.  486,538,573,593 


Mentioned  also  as  Beaufort  Guerrillas. 
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State  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  Patre. 

Barney,  George  C .  .  565 

Belgium,  U.  S.  minister  to .  463,  626 

British  minister  to  the  U.  S . _ .  333;  408 

Glasgow,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at .  227 

Havre,  France,  U.  S.  consul  at . - .  437 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  402 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at .  535 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at .  330,  554, 557 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at .  439,  531,  562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  329,  333,  355,  374,  398,  439,  440,  462, 468,  530,  552 

New  York,  Superintendent  of  metropolitan  police .  441 

Sherman,  T.  W . 212,375 

Smith,  Buckingham .  622 

War  Department,  U.  S . 375 

Steedman,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.F .  392,539,625,657 

Le  Roy,  W.  E . 562 

Mentioned . 262, 

292,  393,  395,  402,  403,  471,  472,  482,  484,  487,  495,  562-564,  659,  718,  814 

Reports  of. 

Arrow,  British  schoouer.  Capture  of,  February  25, 1862 .  563 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.  Damages  sustained  by,  and  casualties  ou,  battle  of 

Port  Royal,  S.  C .  277 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  11,  1861 .  394 

Steel,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned . 664 

Steele,  Henry  &  Co.  Portion  of  trading  permit  annulled .  . .  18,  42 

Steele,  Holmes.  Mentioned  .  >. .  745,  749 

Stelljes,  J.  Mentioned .  309 

Stephen  Young,  Brig  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.  Arrival  of,  iu  Hampton  Roads .  145-147 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  105 

Stevens,  Charles  G-. 

Mentioned .  811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11, 1862 .  812 

Stevens,  Isaac  I 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  451 

Mentioned . —  447-453,  654 

Report  of  reconnoissance  to  Chisolm’s  Island,  S.  C.,  December  17, 1861 -  412 

Stevens,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Am  men,  D . . .  662,  687,  695 

Budd,  William .  699,  729,  738 

Crocker,  A.  C . - .  724 

Davis,  W.  G.  M .  745 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  466,  496,  586,  587,  615,  672,  716 

Drayton,  P .  705 

Mentioned .  255, 

260,  262,  386,  395,  396, 422,  447,  448,  465,  482,  495,  511,  524,  527,  574,  576-578, 
585,  589,  598,  599,  671,  693,  696,  697,  712,  717,  743,  744,  748,  749,  766,  769 

Relieved  of  command  in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida,  by  Daniel  Amrnen -  743 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa .  769 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Clinch,  Fla.,  and  St.  Mary’s,  Ga.,  occupation  of .  583 
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Stevens,  Thomas  H. — Continued.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Occupation  of .  599 

Withdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from . .  728,  739 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  battle  of,  November  7, 1861  .  281 

St.  John’s  River. 

Expedition  in,  March  18-25, 1862,  and  raising  of  yacht  America. .  638,  640 

Operations  in . .  .  631,  686,  690,  697,  705,  728,  739 

Stewart,  Ellen  P.  See  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Brig. 

Stewart,  Mary.  See  Mary  Stewart,  Schooner. 

Stewart,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  267 

Stiles,  William  H.  Mentioned .  302 

Stites,  Townsend.  Mentioned .  265,268 

Stone,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  35 

Porter,  D.  D .  45 

Mentioned . 21,35,72,94 

Report  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C . . .  32 

Stone,  Josiah. 

Mentioned .  635,  636,  638 

Report  of  recapture  of  prize  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  March  21, 1862  .  637 

Stone,  Oliver  F.  Mentioned .  811,  813 

Stone,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  391 

Stone,  W.  L.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  630 

Stone  Fleet.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with 
8  tone. 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Preparations  to  resist  attack  by . . .  128, 129, 134, 140 

Stoney,  Theodore,  See  Theodore  Stoney,  Schooner. 

Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont. .  684 

Engagement  at.  Report  of  George  B.  Balch .  435 

Stotler,  Henry.  Mentioned .  gH 

Strahan,  Charles  G.  Mentioned .  979 

Strain,  Mathew  H.  Mentioned .  95 1 

Street  &  West.  Correspondence  with 

Adderly,  H.,  &  Co .  792 

Ryan,  William .  797 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K.  Mentioned .  59  739  397 

Stringham,  Silas  H.  Mentioned .  g-g 

Strong,  Fort.  See  Fort  Strong,  N.  C. 

Strong,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  734  735  737 

Stuart,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  ’  379 

Stuart,  Henry.  Mentioned .  327 

Stuart,  Middleton.  Mentioned .  391  39- 

Stygall,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  ’  797 

Styles,  C.  W.  Mentioned .  979 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  797 

Success,  *  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  15, 1862  .  g77  979 

Mentioned .  376,  379)  426)  529>  534  543!  733 

Sullivan,  Patrick.  Mentioned . 

Summers,  William  H.  Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  276 


*  Formerly  C.  S.  privateer  Dixie;  also  known  as  Kate  Hale. 
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103 

96 


Sumner,  Edwin  V. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Mentioned . 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  boat's  crew  from,  May  11, 1862 .  811-813 

Captures  made  by . . . .  635-638 

Condition  of .  489 

Mentioned .  467,  533,  535,  620,  624,  676,  677,  686,  773,  799,  802,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  466,  534,  684,  788 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . . . _ . . .  398,  509, 535 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned . 533 

Susan  F.  Abbott,  Schooner.  Mentioned  .  . .  229 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7,  1861  .  266,  275,  276,  286 

Captures  made  by .  707,  719 

Mentioned  .  212,  214,  255,  260,  262,  263,  296,  340,  344,  359,  361, 

.  362,  366,  415,  427,  471,  472, 480,  497,  503,  569,  572,  603,  624,  625,  630,  631,  641, 

642,  652-654,  656,  662,  663,  668,  670,  671,  693,  743,  760,  767,  773,  781,  784,  820 
Movements  of . 770 


Orders  for  movements . 

Svendson,  Svend.  Mentioned. 
Swain,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned.. 


.  228,  254, 403,  623,  684,  766,  782,  808 

.  11 

21,  73,  94,  118, 127,  134, 144, 154, 160, 165, 169, 171 


Swartwout,  Samuel.  Mentioned . . .  472 


Swasey,  True.  Mentioned.. 
Sweeney,  John.  Mentioned 
Swift,  Elijah.  Mentioned  ... 

Swift,  J.  S.  Mentioned . . 

Swygart,  E.  Z.  Mentioned.. 


.  283 

. .  661 

.  656 

. 421 

. 311 

Tacony,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  9,  16, 19,  21,  22,  36,  54,  64,  73,  87,  94, 118, 127, 134, 114, 154 

Tage,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Taggart,  M.  C.  Mentioned .  455 

Tahoma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  157,  160,  165,  168,  169,  472,  473 

Talisman,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  772 

Talley,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  Elliott,  jr .  317 

Mentioned .  314,  315 

Tarr,  Robert.  Mentioned .  780 

Tattnall,  Isaac. 

Mentioned . 469,488,527 

Statement  of,  December  6,  1861 . 487 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Rutledge  et  al. 

Mentioned. . .  211,  256,  260,  261,  288,  292,  295-298,  300,  301,  304,  314,  315,  354,  362,  379, 
433,  438,  443,  460,  500,  501,  505,  524-526,  538,  541,  553,  665,  672,  673,  827,  829 

Taylor,  Albert.  Mentioned . 12 

Taylor,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  T.  F.  Drayton .  505 

Taylor,  W.  W.  Mentioned . . . - . .  421 

Taylor  &  Merrick.  Mentioned .  536 

Temple,  William  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T . - . .  34 

Porter,  D.D .  47 

Weidman,  J . 124 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 105, 118,  127, 133, 143, 154,  348,  472,  531 

Relieved  of  command  of  IT.  S.  S.  Flambeau .  462,  518 

Tenedos,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned. .  418,421 
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Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  8tli  {Fulton’s),  454, 

456,  834 ;  16th,  454,  834. 

Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  126 

Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Corespondence  with  Navy  Department, U.  8 .  169 

Mentioned .  23,  26-29,  38,  45,  53,  70,  82, 170, 173,  324 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga .  359 

Terry,  Silas  W.  Mentioned .  436,675 

Texas,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  98,101,115 

Thatcher,  Henry  K.  Mentioned. .  114,119 

Thayer,  Captain.  Mentioned .  479,480,543 

Theodora,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  330,  347,  356,  440,  831,  833,  835, 836,  838 

Purchase  of .  840 

Theodore  Stoney,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  February  14,  1862.. .  547-550 

Mentioned .  546 

Thomas,  Francis  M.  Mentioned .  187 

Thomas,  Lorenzo. 

Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman .  288,  289,  452,  500 

Mentioned . . .  375,  377 

Thomas,  Palmer.  Mentioned .  537 

Thomas  Perry,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 629 

Thomas,  T.  Snowdon.  Mentioned .  252 

Thompson,  Gustavus  B.  Mentioned .  20,72 

Thompson,  H.  Mentioned .  734 

Thompson,  Mary  E.  See  Mary  E.  Thompson,  Briy. 

Thompson,  W.  Mentioned . 266 

Thornton,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Brooks,  J.  A.  J .  151 

Porter,  D.  D .  19 

Mentioned .  64,  65,  67,  72,  93, 117,  126, 133, 138, 143, 149, 154, 159, 160,  165, 169 

Report  of  seizure  of  property  in  Roanoke  River .  150 

Thornton,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned .  833 

Thunderbolt  Battery.  Condition  of.  Report  of  W.  G.  Gill .  830 

Tice,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  392 

Tileston,  T.  Mentioned . 249 

Tillon,  B.  W.  Mentioned .  421 

Timor,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  418,467,474 

Titus,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  705 

Tompkins,  D.  C.  Mentioned .  455 

Toombs,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  608 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  101, 124, 177,  186, 187 

Torpedoes.  Correspondence  concerning .  6  10- 

12,  17,  18,  22,  42,  44,  45.  52,  78,  84,  92,  96,  98,  102, 104, 136, 138, 184,  502-504 

Townes,  R.  J.  Correspondence  with  E.  T.  Eggleston .  189 

Townsend,  Daniel  E.  See  Daniel  E.  Toivnsend,  Schooner. 

Townsend,  John.  Mentioned . 516 

Townsend,  John  W.  Mentioned .  266 

Trading  permits.  Correspondence  concerning .  . 18 

20,  23,  42,  253,  254,  350,  490,  508,  603,  741,  746,  801 

Trapier,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  Thomas  F .  299 

War  Department,  C.  S . 829 
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Trapier,  James  H. — Continued.  Pa^e. 

Mentioned .  312,  604,  650,  827,  834,  841 

Reports  of. 

Amelia  Island,  Florida.  Evacuation  of .  617 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 . . . . . .  299 

Trathen,  James.  Mentioned .  21,72 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  Fraser  &  Co. .  838 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Bache,  A.  D .  219 

Lawson,  Peter .  149 

Morrill,  Lot  M . 578 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  148,  216,  219,  253,  350,  490, 508,  746,  801 

Vice-President,  IT.  S .  508 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  14 

Mentioned .  21,  43,  61, 72,  604 

Reports  of. 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  and  rescue  of  crew .  43 

Spray,  Schooner.  Rescue  of  crew  of . . . . .  61 

Trent,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  833 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confed¬ 
erate  Squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 . .  189 

Trigg,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  187 

Tristram  Shandy,  *  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned ...  50,  94,  95, 100, 118, 127, 130, 134, 144,  152, 154, 157, 160, 165, 168, 169, 176 

Orders  for  movements .  13, 85,  97, 128, 129, 156 

Trott,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  93,117,126,134 

Trufant,  William  B.  Mentioned .  37,44 

Trundy,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont  . .  365 

Mentioned .  348 

Truxtun,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  533,  685,  720 

Welsh,  Thomas .  675 

Mentioned .  21,  22,  73,  91,  118, 127, 134, 144,  388,  389,  393,  404,  406,  457,  676 

Reports  of. 

Bailey’s  Island.  Expedition  to,  January  10-12,  1862 .  475 

Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina.  Support  of  Army  forces  on .  675 


South  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in .  688 

Reconnoissance  in,  December  26  and  27,  1861 .  436 

Tucker,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  667,  668 

Tucker,  John  R.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  B . .  188, 190 

Hoke,  R.  F .  188,190 

Turner,  Frank  W. 

Mentioned .  811 

Renort  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near  Fort  Jack- 

son,  Ga.,  May  11,  1862 .  812 

Turner,  John  W.  Mentioned .  730 

Turner,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  342 

Turnipseed,  E.  B.  Mentioned . - . - . . — -  ol4,  317 


*  Name  changed  to  U.  S.  S.  Boxer,  which  see. 

N  W  R — VOL  12 - HO 


946  INDEX.  V 

Page. 

Turno,  G.  Mentioned . -  -  - .  82;^ 

Turtle  River,  Georgia.  Reconnoissance  in.  Report  of  George  B.  Balch -  595 

Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  55,145,  116,147 

Twaites,  William.  Mentioned .  64  8 

Twambly,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133,  143 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia. 

Communication  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman  recommending  occupa¬ 
tion  of . -  - .  383 

Measures  for  holding.  Report  of  J.  S.  Missroon .  365,  378 

Occupation  of,  November  24, 1861. 

Abstract  log  of 

Flag,  U.  S.  S . .  326 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S .  327 

Seneca.,  U.  S.  S .  327 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont . - .  324 

Orders  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  324,  325 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F .  325 

Lee,  Robert  E .  327 

Missroon,  J.  S .  326 

Reconnoissance  of. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  369 

Sherman,  T.  W .  364 

Report  of  S.F  Du  Pont .  364 

Reported  attack  upon  Federal  troops  on.  Communication  from  S.  F.'Du 

Pont . .  410 

Tybee  Roads. 

Affairs  in.  Reports  of  Percival  Drayton .  442,444 

Blockade  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  407 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival .  434,  444,  456,  565 

DuPont,  S.F .  400,401,412 

Operations  in.  Report  of  Percival  Dray  ton .  556 

Tyler,  John.  Mentioned . 836 

Tyson,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  187 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  142,  809-811 

Mentioned .  21,  25,  33, 

37,  52,  54,  63,  73,  94,  97-99, 118, 175,  218,  224,  262,  277,  349,  477,  494,  496-499, 
501,  502,  558,  642,  654, 663,  668,  674,  681,  721,  722,  741,  747,  752,  807,  816,  817 

Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  November  9,  1861 .  338 

Operations  in 

James  River,  Virginia .  104 

Savannah  River .  779 

Wright’s  River,  South  Carolina .  641,  653,  662,  687 

She  also  Reconnoissance  in  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  etc. 

Orders  for  movements .  47,  112,  753,  773,  783 

Reconnoissance  in 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  17-February  18, 

1862  . - . -494,501,502 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 

1861  .  319-324 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina, 

December  5-9,  1861  .  388-390 
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Uncas,  IT.  S.  S.  Page. 

Captures  made  by .  779,  780 

Mentioned .  799,  802,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  788 

Underdown,  D.  A.  Mentioned .  22 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S. 

Loyal],  B.  P.,  appointed  commander  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 

in  destruction  of .  181 

Wood,  John  Taylor,  and  Loyall,  B.  P.,  recommended  for  promotion  for 

gallantry  in  destruction  of .  180 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  15th  (Regulars) .  453,493 

Union,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Loss  of .  288,  291, 292,  293,  828 

Unit,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

United  States,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  723,  764 

Upshur,  J.  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau . .  518 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  551,  772 

Mentioned .  20,  71,  267,  447-449,  518,  551,  760,  778,  779 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Active,  April  26,  1862 .  778 

Uptegrove,  W.  J.  L.  Mentioned .  780 

Upton,  Cited.  Mentioned . 710 

Upton,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  539 

Mentioned .  706,  708 

Urann,  William  D.  Mentioned .  757-759 

Usher,  Julia.  See  Julia  TJslier,  Steamer. 

Valandingham,  N.  B.  Mentioned . - .  314 

Valentine,  D.  T.  Mentioned .  250,251 

For  correspondence,  see  Neiv  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of. 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  22,  54,  73,  92,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 149, 154 

Operations  in 

Chowan  River .  96 

Roanoke  River .  150-152 

Seizure  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia .  136 

Valparaiso,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  511 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J.  Mentioned .  142 

Vance,  A.  D.  See  Advance,  U.  S.  S. 

Vance,  James  M.  See  James  M.  Vance,  Schooner. 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship. 

Abstract  log,  November  7, 1861  .  284 

Mentioned .  213, 230, 247, 259, 262, 263,282,356,565,  570,  713,  718,  722,  773,  799,  802, 815 

Movements  of .  628,  442 

Operations  in  Tybee  Roads .  656 

Orders  for  movements .  229,  248,  332,  444,  714,  723 

Wells,  Clark  H.,  relieves  Haggerty,  F.  S.,  of  command .  671 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  225,  260,  416 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  H;  167, 141, 152 

Vandergrift, - .  Mentioned .  749 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S.  ^ 

Mentioned .  661 

Orders  for  movements . 

Venus  Point,  Jones  Island,  Savannah  River.  Attack  upon.  See  Savannah 
River.  Naval  engagement  in. 

Vermont,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  248,  541,  558,  561,  732,  741,  <69,  780,  *97,  811,  813 

Orders  for  movements .  652 


948 


INDEX. 


» 


Page. 

Vernon  River,  Georgia.  Reeonnoissance  in.  See  Ossabaw  Sound,  and  Ver¬ 
non  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia.  Reeonnoissance  in. 


Vice-President,  C.  S.  Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads .  145-147 

Vice-President,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department .  508 

Vicksburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  5,21,38,55,73,85 

Orders  for  movements .  46 

Victoria,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,54,73,118,127 

Orders  for  movements .  630 

Viele,  Egbert  L. 

Correspondence  with  N.  Collins .  752 

Mentioned  498,  500,  559, 641,  652-654,  662,  669,  670,  673,  674,  684,  713,  718,  722,  747,  770 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Pulaski.  Reported  efforts  by  Confederates  to  relieve .  717,  718 

Savannah  River.  Confederate  ironclad  in .  669 

Venus  Point.  Attack  upon  battery  on .  500 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  678 

Virginia  No.  2,  C.  S.  S. 


219 


405 


Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in  Treat’s  Reach,  James  River,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  January  23  and  24,  1865  .  189 

Condition  of .  17g 

Mentioned .  i01, 138, 177, 180, 182-187 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Light— batteries :  Leake’s  {Turner), 
455,833;  Thornton’s  (Caroline),  833. 

Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Mentioned .  221,  222,  255,  260,  321-323,  406 

Operations  in  Beaufort  River .  332 

Orders  for 

Armament  of .  224 

Movements . 

Reeonnoissance  in 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina,  December  17-21, 1861. 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina, 

December  5-9, 1861 .  388-390 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  261-270 

Cruise  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal  Harbor .  259 

Designated  flagship  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron _  908 

Mentioned .  78,  212,  213,  217,  223,  224,  226,  229^  232,  233*  238’  246-248, 

254,  258,  260,  271,  274,  275, 283,  285-287, 293,  302,  308,  319-321,  324,  325,  332,' 
334-336,  338,  340,  341,  343-345,  347,  349,  351,  352,  357,  358,  360,  362,  364-373' 
376,  378,  380-382,  384,  385,  387,  388,  391-397,  400-402,  403,  404,  407,  410-412 
415,  417,  420-422,  424,  426-428,  430,  432,  434,  437,  438,  442,  443,  445-450,  457’ 
461,  465-467,  470-472,  474,  476-479,  482,  484,  486-488,  490,  492,  495-499  502’ 
506,  507,  510-516,  518-520,  522,  523,  526,  529,  530,  532-534,  536-540,  546,’  547’ 
549-5ol,  554,  555,  557-561,  563,  564,  566-571,  573,  574,  576-578,  584,  585, 588* 
589,  594-598,  601-606,  609,  612,  615,  620,  621,  623-625,  627,  630-633,  635,  636’ 
638,  640,  642,  644-649,  651,  652,  655-660,  663-666,  670-674,  677,  684-686  69o’ 
693,694,698,701,703-706,708,710,713-718,720,722,723,725  727  729  737 

740,  741,  743-747,  751-755,  757,  759-761,  763,  765-767,  769,  771,  773-775  778 
779,  781-784,  788,  789,  791,  792,  797-800,  802-804,  810,  813,  814,  818-820  824 

Movements  of. . .  . .  2!8,  228,  230,  255,  692 

Participation  of  detachment  from,  in  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort 

Pulaski,  Ga.,  April  10-11, 1862  .  730-732 
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Wacker,  Gustave.  Mentioned .  757^758 

Wagener,  John  A. 

Mentioned .  .  301,  306,  310,  311 

Deport  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  November  7, 1861 .  308 

Wagener,  Julius.  Mentioned . 

Wagner,  Mr.  Mentioned .  . 

Wagner,  Thomas  M.  Report  of  sinking  of  stone  fleet  in  Charleston  Harbor 

s-c . ;  423 

Walker,  Fort.  See  Fort  Walker,  S.  C. 

Walker,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  47  74 

Mentioned .  .  36*  73 

Walker,  Leo  D.  Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  Thomas  F .  30q 

Wagner,  T.  M .  423 

Walker,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  235 

Wall,  Martin.  Mentioned .  44 

Wall,  William.  Mentioned . . .  265  266 

Wall’s  Cut,  South  Carolina. 

Affairs  at.  Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman .  496 

Opening  of 


Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  494 

Sherman,  T.  W . 478,486 

Reports  of 

Beard,  Oliver  T .  473 

Lee,  Robert  E .  594 

Rodgers,  John .  492 

Operations  in.  Orders  and  instructions.  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  558,559 

See  also  North  Edwto  River. 

Wamsutta,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition 


In  vicinity  of  Dorchester,  Ga.,  April  25-27,  1862 .  775-777 

To  Darien,  Ga.,  May  9, 1862  .  gOg 

Mentioned . . .  741,  773,  799,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  630  745 

Wanderer,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . . .  472 

Wandoo,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  February  14, 1862  .  547-550 

Ward,  John.  Mentioned . 811 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Bisbie,  D.  T .  835 

Childs,  F.  L .  826 

Drayton,  Thomas  F .  827 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co .  839 

Heyliger,  L .  831,  833 

Ingraham,  D.  N .  840 

Lawton,  A.  R .  827,828 

Lee,  R.  E .  299, 327,  423,  833,  837 

Ripley,  R.  S .  827 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of .  827 

Trapier,  James  H . 829 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  4 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  3, 10, 158, 162,  210,  219 

Sherman,  T.  W . .  221,  377 

State  Department,  U.  S .  375 
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Warley,  Ella.  See  Ella  Warley,  Steamer.  Pa^e- 

Warner,  Oswald.  Mentioned .  654 

Warren,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  542 

Warren,  J.  D.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  630 

Washburn,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  266’  280 

Washburn,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  72,  93, 117, 126, 133 

Washington,  George.  See  George  Washington,  Schooner. 

Washington,  N.  C.  Condition  of  inhabitants  of.  Reports  of 

Kerens,  James  II . 

Renshaw,  R./r . - . - . . .  -  ^°5 

Washington,  Thornton  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Lee,  Robert  E., 
and  Pemberton,  John  C. 

Wasp,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat.  Mentioned . . . - . .  186 

Wasp,  U.  S.  S.  See  Emma  Henry,  U.  S.  S. 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  103, 

415,  428,  488,  539,  560,  566, 788 

Obstruction  of  passage  between  Savannah  River  and.  Orders  of  S.  1 . 

Du  Pout .  438>  445 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont. . .  113,  714 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  672,  714 

Report  of  S.  \V.  Godon .  688 

Reconnoissance  of,  December  5-6, 1861. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F . 384 

Sherman,  T.  W .  383 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . - .  382 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  382,  384 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P . - .  385 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  Senior  Naval  Officer  in.  Correspondence  with 

Q,  A.  Cillinore .  101 

Watch,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  54,  64,  73,  94,  98, 118 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla .  109 

Waterman,  E.  J.  See  E.  J.  Waterman,  Schooner. 

Waters,  C.  Mentioned .  42 

Watkins,  George  R.  Mentioned . .  93, 116, 125, 133,  143, 153,  160, 165, 169 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F .  347,706 

Lanier,  E . 728 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  425 

Porter,  D.  D .  109 

Mentioned . . .  20,  72,  93,  94, 108, 117,  254,  260,  262,  336-338, 

347,  524,  527,  576,  581,  591,  595,  607,  612-614,  727,  756,  775,  776,  788,  799,  802 
Reports  of. 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  354 

Potomska,  U.  S.  S.  Striking  of,  on  Cape  Lookout  Shoal .  488 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 .  282,283 

St.  Catherine’s  Sound.  Expedition  to .  756 

Watson,  J.  Crittenden.  Mentioned . 243 

Watson,  William.  Correspondence  with  E.  G.  Parrott .  822 

Wave,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  19,  1862  . .  760-763 


Purchased  under  the  name  of  A.  C.  Powell;  changed  to  Alert,  then  to  Watch. 
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Weaver,  Aaron  W.  Page 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . .  102 

Mentioned . 20,71,94,504 

Webb,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  455 

Webb,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  712 

Webb,  Francis  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  83 

Mentioned  . . . .  20,  72,  93, 117 

Weeks,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  473 

Weidman,  John. 

Correspondence  with  William  G.  Temple .  124 

Mentioned .  232,  542 

Report  of  rescue  of  marine  battalion  from  U.  S.  transport  Governor .  237 

Weitzel,  Godfrey.  Mentioned .  121,176 

Welch,  Morris.  Mentioned . 266 

Welch,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  648 

Welles,  C.  H.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  345 

Welles,  H.  S.  Mentioned .  345 

Wells,  Clark  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F  .  714,  723 

Porter,  D.  D . 113 

Detached  from  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S. 

ship  Yandalia .  671 

Mentioned .  117, 126,  133, 143, 154,  654,  662,  799 

Report  of  operations  in  Savannah  River  and  vicinity .  653 

Wells,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  93,117,133 

Welsh,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Truxtun .  675 

Mentioned . 393,436,475,675 

Werner,  D.  Mentioned .  307-309 

West,  A.  P.  Mentioned . 455 

West,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Frost .  139 

Mentioned .  13,  20,  49,  71,  93,  97, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 160, 165, 169, 170 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  transport  Quinnebaug . . .  171 

West,  William  H. 

Men  tioned .  267, 512-515 

Report  of  value  of  sloop  Lida .  373 

Western  Star,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Western  World,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  52,  54,  73,  497,  499,  533,  631,  653,  654,  687,  735,  773,  815 

Orders  for  movements . - . - .  75,  459,  515 

Reconnoissance  in 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862  .  522-529 

Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina .  501 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in  .. .  114, 119, 139,  746 

West  India,  Brig.  Mentioned .  379 

Wetmore,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  19,  20,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 135,  143 

Whale  Branch,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in,  December  18,  1861. 

Report  of  Louis  Bell .  413 

See  also  Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.  Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  etc. 

Wheeler,  Henry.  Mentioned .  20,  72,  93, 117,  126, 133, 143, 154,  160,  165, 169 

Wheeler,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 83,145 

Whilden,  W.  H.  Mentioned . . - .  695 

Whipple,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  589 
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Page. 

White,  Edward  W.  Mentioned . .  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

White,  George  B.  Mentioned .  .  574,  576 

White,  James.  Mentioned . 677 

White,  James  (Captain).  Mentioned .  307,308,310 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  218 

Whitehead,  Mr.  Mentioned . ' .  662 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 1....  21,  22,  44,  54,  67,  73,  94,  100, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Movements  of . 71,76 

Operations  in  Chowan  Eiver . 96 

Whiting,  General.  See  General  Whiting,  Steamer. 

Whiting,  Samuel.  See  Nassau  New  Providence,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Whiting,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont . .  818 

Mentioned . . .  560,  664,  819 

Whittemore,  John  M.  Mentioned . . . . .  266 

Wilcox,  Mr.  Mentioned  -• .  337 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  27,  33,  55,  73,  87,  94,  99, 100, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Orders  for  movements . . .  28,  46,  80,  85 

Wiley,  J.  Howard.  Mentioned . . .  327 

Wiley,  James.  Mentioned . 238 

Willard,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  118, 127, 134, 144 

Willard  Saulsbury,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Willcox,  Calvin  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . . .  49 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 118 

Willcox,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  319 

William,  Pilot.  Mentioned . .  492 

William  Allison,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  41, 184-186 

William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer.  Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia,  with 

prisoners . 145-147 

William  Badger,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  21 

73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154, 160, 165,  169 

William  G.  Audenried,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

William  G.  Putnam.  See  General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

William,  Lee,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).  Mentioned .  510 

Williams,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  gg 

Mentioned .  20 

Williams,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  90  94 

Williamson,  James  C. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Penguin .  554 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F .  655,715,819 

Harris,  T.  A .  649,650 

Mentioned .  655,  743)  799)  glg)  gl9 

Eeports  of. 

Henry  Andrew,  U.  S.  S.  Floating  of,  in  Mosquito  Inlet .  768 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Operations  in,  March  21-22,  1862 .  649 

Willie,  Captain.  Mentioned .  79g  79g  7ii 

Willis,  Edward.  Mentioned . 390 

Willis,  J.  Mentioned .  421 

Wilmington,  Del.  Presentation  of  Confederate  flags  to,  by  S.  F.  Du  Pont _  623 
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Wilmington,  N.  C.  Page. 

Affairs  in  and  about.  Report  of  Thomas  S.  Phelps .  106,118 

Defense  of.  Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton .  179 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 179 

Evacuation  of.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter .  45 

Protection  of.  Order  of  D.  D.  Porter .  46 

Operations  against.  See  Cape  Fear  Fiver,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in. 
Wilmington  Island,  Georgia. 

Engagement  at.  Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W . , .  754 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  754 

Operations  on.  Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W .  702 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  703 

Gillmore,  Q.  A .  701 

Wilmington  Narrows,  or  Freeborn’s  Cut,  Georgia. 

Examination  of.  Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  491 

Obstruction  of.  Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F . . 555 

Sherman,  T.  W . 555 

Reconnoissances  in. 

January  7,  1862. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  470 

Reports  of 

Gillis,  John  P .  168 

Rodgers,  J  ohn .  468,  469 

January  26-28, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . . - .  526 

Sherman,  T.  W . 526 

Reports  of 

Davis,  C.  H .  523 

DuPont,  S.  F . 522 

Wright,  H.  G . ' .  526 

Wilmington  Narrows  and  Turner’s  Creek.  Reconnoissance  in,  March  26, 

1862.  Report  of  John  P.  Gillis .  661 

Wilmington  River,  Georgia.  Obstruction  of. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F .  434,438 

Sherman,  T.  .  435>  437 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont .  '01 

Wilson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  637 

Wilson,  Byron.  Mentioned .  153 

Wilson,  James.  Mentioned .  757-759 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  492>  496’  7o5 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  Wright’s  River .  103 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned .  G‘7 

Wilson,  John  (Ordinary  seaman)  Mentioned .  609,610 

Wilson,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  a60,  o51 

Wilson,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned . - .  18a’ 187 

Wilson,  William,  1st.  Mentioned .  32 

Wilson,  William  (Seaman).  Mentioned . - .  42 

Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  288,  292,  367,  368 

N  W  R — YOL  12 - 6] 


954 


INDEX. 


* 


Winton,  N.  C.  See  Chowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Page. 

Wirtemberg,  Ship.  Mentioned .  535,536 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P . 272 

Radford,  William .  18 

Mentioned .  22 

Wise,  William  C.  Mentioned .  21,  72,  94,  176 

Wood,  George  H.  Mentioned .  731 

Wood,  George  W. 

Report  of  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek,  Virginia,  February  5-7,  1865 .  12 

Mentioned .  11 

Wood,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  280 

Wood,  John  Taylor.  Recommended  for  promotion  for  conspicuous  gallantry 

in  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter .  180 

Wood,  N.  A.  Mentioned .  731 

Wood,  W.  L.  Mentioned .  455 

Woodhull,  Maxwell. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  808 

Mentioned . . .  462,  463,  643 


Woodville  Island,  Georgia.  Engagement  on.  See  Dorchester,  Ga.  Expedi¬ 
tion  to,  April  25-27,  1862. 


Woodward,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  113 

Mentioned. . .  20,  71,  93, 116, 125, 133, 143 

Woolsey,  M.  B.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Ellen .  797 

Wooster,  David.  Mentioned .  gll 

Worden,  John  L.  Report  of  torpedo  arrangements  of  U.  S.  S.  C'himo .  92 

Worden,  Julia.  See  Julia  Worden,  Schooner. 

Worth,  George  B.  Mentioned . . .  76i 

Worth,  William.  Mentioned .  42i 

Wragg,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  437 

Wright,  General.  See  General  Wright,  Brig. 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P .  461 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  580,  581;  586j  5g9 

Mentioned .......  260,  263,  269,  416,  443,  491,  494,  496,  498,  523-525,  567, 573,  575,  580, 

583,  587,  590,  593,  594,  597-599,  601,  605,  632,  638,  666,  698,  712,  716,  728,  739 
Report  of  reconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  January  26-28,  1862.  526 

Wright,  William.  Mentioned .  21  ~9 

Wright,  William  G. 

Mentioned .  463,647-649,768 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  River,  January  4, 1862 .  464 

Wright  s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in,  January  17 
to  February  18, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Fulton,  C.C . 

Sherman,  T.  W . 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont . 

Reports  of 

Bankhead,  J.  P . 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .  491,502 

Gardiner,  George  F . 

Lee  Robert  E.... . 505 

Rodgers,  John .  492,  494  496  501_504 

Wilson,  James  H .  4gg 


.  499 

- . . .  493,  496,  498,  499,  500 
491,  495,  496,  497,  498,  499 

.  504 
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"Weight  s  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina — Continued. 

Torpedoes  found  in . 

See  also  pp.  522-528. 

Wright’s  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions.  S.  F.  Du  Pont . 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N . 

Gillis,  Janies  H . 

Sherman,  T.  W . 

See  also  Wall’s  Cut ;  also  Wright’s  and  Mud  rivers. 


Page. 

502-504 


. .  559 

641,  654,  687 

.  721 

.  685 


Wyalusing,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  22,  54,  64,  94,  103, 118,  125, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Movements  of . 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  54,  73,  94, 118,  127, 132, 

141,  144,  154,  410,  415,  427, 442-444,  478,  567,  570,  664,  672,  700,  755,  773,  815 

Orders  for  movements .  134,  381,  560,  755, 818,  819 

Wyatt,  Robert.  Mentioned . 

Wyman,  Robert  H. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F .  286 

Gunnell,  F.  M .  oyg 

Mentioned .  214  262  293 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee .  334 


Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  and  casualties  on,  battle 

of  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  279 

Wyoming,  U.  S.  S.  Operations  in  Chowan  River .  96 

Yantic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned.  .  21,  25,  55,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154, 155, 160, 164, 165, 168, 169 


Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  36 

Orders  for  movements .  34  43 

Yard,  Edward  M. 

Mentioned . . . . . . .  214  345 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Mabel,  November  15, 1861 .  346 

Yates,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  307  309  310 

Yellow  Bluff,  Fla.  Engagement  at.  Report  of  Daniel  Ammen .  712 

York  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S .  66 

Radford,  William .  66 

Report  of  William  Radford .  66  67 

Youmans,  LeRoy  F.  Mentioned .  344  347 

Young,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Chandler,  R .  5g 

Grinnell,  H.  W .  gg 

Newman,  L.  H .  63 

Porter,  D.  D .  31,46,53,57 

Mentioned .  21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Dismantling  of  captured  works  on .  58 

Operations  in .  62,70 

Destruction  of  C.  S.  S.  Chickamauga .  57 
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Young,  Henry  E.  PaSe- 

Correspondence  with 

De  Saussure,  W.  . .  311 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M .  314 

Heyward,  William  C .  310 

Lee,  Francis  . .  312 

Wagener,  John  A .  308 

Mentioned . .  .  302,  307 

Young,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  73 
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